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The toils of law (what dark insidious mso 
Have cumbrous sddedj to perplex the truth, 
And len^hen simple justice into trade,) 
How glorious were the daj that saw these broke ! 
And erery man within the reach of right. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

As it ia probable that thia work will reach a aecond edition, oommonioationa 
respecting it maj be mailed for me to the poat-office. New York, or deliyered at 
my dwelling hooaei South Seventh street, comer of Fourth, Williamaburgh, Long 
Island, N. Y. 

W. L. BIACKENZIE. 



ALPHABETICAL INDEX. 



AduiM, John Qnincr.-d8, 39, 40, 109. 

Albaoy.—Butler't opinion of 32. 

Albany Ainu. — notice o^Van Buren it* nwin stajr— 
Canilne lu owner 88, 89— on Jackson 90— copies 
Bennett's articles 96— on both sides 1 17. 

Albany Rctfency, or Van Buren's organised political 
cabal.-«— with Swartwout 85— Leggett on 89— 
Bennett on 96— known as ' the bank iunto' 104. 

Allen. Stephen. -4&—propoees a •500,000 Tammany 
Hall Bank 71— his opinions on banks 73— on 
repeal com. ll^^oa suspension 148. 

AUey. Saul.— made a U. & Bank Director, 100. 

American Land Co.— to buy the beat of public lands 
low, with public money, and sell them again high 
to the people 122, 123. 

Anti-masonry.— 10, 42, 113. 

Anli-Rentera, The.— outdone by Butler 16, 104— Van 
Buren and the, in 1812, 123, 124. 

Appointmenu to office.— S—hucktalls 26, 33— medi- 
cal turn on politics 46— Coddington'sart of getting 
46, 47, 48— Hamilton on 48— Ingham on 48, 66-L. 
Hoyt on 49— Butler aad Swartwout on 60-^. Hoyt 
on 61, 64— Mr. Tan Buren on 44 to 46, 63— ium- 
ings and twistings 66— Ingham on 57. 

Appraisers. — who and how made 160. 

Atwood, Henry &— notice of 87. 



Bank of America.— S7, 28. 

Bank of Aubnm — 31. 

Bankof Brooklyn.— liraadf on 137. 

Bank of State of N. Y.— withholds Hoyt's account, 
11— Jackson's true chacacter of 106— depositee 
back to 109. 

Bank of the United States.- 106->T. Van Buren lost 
a fortune bv 61— Butler and Van Buren petition 
for a branch 96. but are ag'st 99-OBmbnleng on 
100. 101. 104, 106-a W. Uwienee on 108, 108 
to ilO-Siles Wright on 103, 107— TibbeU's plan 
101— Duane on 107— policy of 161. 

Buik craft.— Butler's art or mystexr o^paying 
much with IHtle, 16 to 24— lb. 104— Fhslpa ft Co. 
on 1 14, 1 16— bank of Metropolis 183. 

Banking.— (See this index generally)— 106. 

Barker, Oen'l Geo. P.— Attorney General of N. Y. 

! and attorney of City Bank. BuflUo, 68. 

Barker. O. R.— cashier, kc. », 30. 

Barker, Jacobs— wae buying the old BuflUoBuUc, 16, 



16-on W. and W. 21- hie deceptions, 28, 23. 94, 
98, 29— conTlctad of litaud 28, 29— is poor 30— a 
onacker. dueiUst, and petitioner for a U. & Bank 
ebarter il-«omplalnaofRiker 46— Butler on 144. 

Beaidsley, a of Oneida.— 61, 109. 

Been, Joaenh D.— 89— borrows ai Now Hope 09— on 
■tocks 186— his bank (see N. A. Trust Co.) 146 to 
147. 

BsoDett,Ja]iieea6rdon.— 9— lette«itoHbyt91 to96— 
etrong for Van Buren— his < Mg gun'— on Cour. ft 
Enq. 99--oa Momfoid and a fSoO loan 93— in- 
treats bslp from Y. Buren 94— Y. B.'s reply and 
comment 96— cams round acainst friends 9^— his 
anguish, ib^-oa Hoyt 97— Ilarcy on 119-«zpQiee 
Bartow 120. 

Baaion, Tho. Hart.— on Cnatom Honae 197. 

Bettfl, Sbnual R.— ooUce of 141-fldyt and 149- 
enonnous foee in court 149—144 

Beta, betting.— Mr. Y. Buren on 49 68 J. Yan 
Borsn 61 to 63-C W. Lawience'a 64 Iwac HUl 
66-Hoyt 66-«Uaf Wright aff'ai 67. 



Birchard, Matthew.— unites with Hoyt to affect tm- 
duly law coeta and Juries 145, 146. 

Bishop and Kemble. — stock-joMera, Ssnaton and 
conspiniore 124— trial, ftc. 126, 186. 

Blair, F. P.— See ' the Globe'-'ootice of, and his p*- 
per. 67 88,— Hoyt, Noah, ftc. set him up, ib. 

Bleecker, Joeeph T.— (Custom House officer,) 131, '2. 

Bowne, Walter.— friendly to John Thompson 61--68. 
63, 68— opposed to Col. YoungTS— office to a friend 
86— C^istom House com'r 127, 128— notice of 127 
to 729. 

Broken,— compared by Butler to leechee, 94— J. Yan 
Buren wishes to aroid 60. 

Broome Co. N. Y.— • a craay county' 49. 

Broome Co. Bank.— notice of 99. 

Brown, G. W.-28, 29, 75. 

Brownson, Orestes A.— describee Yan Buren 60. 

Buckiails.— 26, 27, 33. 

Buoner, Rudolph.— 48, 68, 56. 

BuffiUo Bank (old.)— 15, 16— Yan Buren gets Ite 
charter, ftc. 122. 

Burr, Aaron.— his treason 83. 

Butler Beniamin P.— his birthandancestiy- partar- 
ship with Mr. Yan Buren— banking spectttations 
13— profeesion of religion, 14— character of Hon, 
16— presidency of the W. ft W. Bank, 16 to 2^ 
morals, •6.— gulls the Dutch 18— threats, 20— cha- 
racter of Clinton, 14, 21, 94, 89--conduct rerlewed 
21 to 24-ambitioQ 27— abucktail 27— on Yan Nesa 
27, 28— connection with Barker 28, 29— artful ad- 
Tice to Noah 3d, 3&— for a caucus, ib., 11&— wants 
to be Attomer General 45— on ofliclahi not true to 
Van Buren 49— oh Hoyt and Deur 60— on Young 
and Crawford 73— on Ctlnton'a meeaage on purity 
of elections 77— prays for a branch of U. S. Bank 
66— writes Bowne'e anti-democratic report 116— 
on Jackdcm 119-borrowing 121, 122— fees 138— ex- 
tortion as dist. att'y 140— enonnous Income 141 to 
145— hypocrisy and deceit 145, 146— counsel to 
Been ft Co. 148— on chancery 149. 

Butler, (^has.— in Manhattan and American Land 
Q>. 121 to 183. 

Butler, Mn. B. F.-ber eariooa epistiea 139, 14a 



Chlhoun, John. -9,41, 106, 121. 

Ounbreleng, C. C— 69 Tislts Cnwfoid— on prirata 
letlera 9— for Ooddington 46— wanted to he consul at 
Liverpool 48— on the choice of the preeident, for P. 
M. N: Y. 67-eeIls Hoyt stock 70-Spicer refon to 
76— eends politicians to the Customs 86— for and 
against V. S. Bank 100 to 107-notice of 106, 106. 

Oantine, Moees I.-^n W. ft W. bank 31 -state prin- 
ter 89-on Buflhlo bank 128— and anti-rsnt 124. 

Caucus.— by Congreasmen to dlcute a president, 38 
to 40— Butler'e report in foror of 117, 118— nomlna- 
tione in, anti-republican 139. 

Chancery Law.— B, 20— « poor chaneeOor 136— law 
here 149. 

Clay, Henr7.-38, 39, 40, 62, 108, 113. 

CUnton, De Witt.— BuUer on 14, 2JL 94, 89-enmllj 
of the Yan Buren party to 26— van Buren on 36, 
45— his friends vote againat Butler45— ezpoees the 
' organised corpe' 77— for a law code 107. 

Ooe, W. a— a bad naval officer 130, 131, 133. 

Ooddln|ton, J. L-8, 79-advisee Y. B. 4&-<JanAn- 
leng for 46— Isttera to Hoyt, wants to be SorVoyor, 
Is raadv to upeet Jackeon I schemee to get a plaoB 
46 to 48— Ounbreleng comforu him 67— Bennett 98. 

Code of Laws (American.)— 7, 107. 

Common Law (English.)— 7, 107. 
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OonaUtntloii, The. —106 pnpoMl to amand 7^ 

ffious 8 Mid 18. 
OoDTMUon, N. Y. 8M«, 18tf..-7, 12, 106, 191 
OomlDg, Enatua.— 88, 104. 
OorponlkMM.— unpopular in Oaorgia 190. 
Cnirfocd, W. H.-diacloaaa old eaUnai aecvf 

the caucua candidate for preaident 38, 30-4 

adopted citiiena 119. 
CroaweU, Edwin.— 9, 10, 86-~get8 the Argua 8 
Currency.— (See banka, bank of U. &, Builer,- 

jobbing, ^.1105, 161. 
Cutting, Ftaneia B.— 63, 68— on banka 116. 

I>aUaa,Geo.M.— andthabahkior. , 

Decatur, Col. John (of the lobby) 77. ] 

Delafleld, John.— in Dal. New Hope Bank 69J 
Depositee, the.— 68— 07 to 106— Jackaon ott 

Lawrence on 10»— where they go 131, l4 

Bowne & Co. bea for 123. 
Dickenaon, Daniel^— he and his bank 99. ■ 
District Attorney, So. Diet. N. Y.— a much I 

priie 48 to 67. l 

Duane, W. J.— raAiaad the Ruaalan emhaaiy 89 

on U.S. Bank ib. 
Dudley, Charlea B.— eent to Senate 4 5 I d 

Hoyt 49— oppoeed to Young 73. 
Duer, John— eflbrta to oust 43 to 67— Butler # 

Hoyt bitter 62 to 66. 
Duer, W. A. 49. 

I 
B. I 

Eckfofd, Henry— remaikBhie rerdiet, ButM 

ney, 136. 
Edmonda, John W.— 87— Bishop and Kami 

126, '0-how auaUAed for a judae 140, notl* 
Electiona, Interwrsncea in, by omciala.— JeflH 

74— party pnictlce 74 to 90— Skinner 103. 
Electors of Pzeaidant and Vice Preaident.— 

103, 117. 
Eapionage at Custom Houee.— 78 to 81. 

Ereiett, Edward.— on U. S. bank and depoalt^ 

ExcJiaage Bank, Barker's.— 28, 23. 

F. 

Faraiera and Bleehanica* Bank, Albny.— 17, 18, 90, 

69.68. 
Fitch, Francia B.— got an Iiiapectorahip 86. 
FlMg, Aaariah C.— rotee Clinton out of the Chaal 

Board 2&— oppoaea Young 73— on politica lia— on 

banka 116— Arkansaa stock 147. 
Flemina, J. A.— Auditor, C. H.— erfdanca of 130, 

(k 

Gallatin, Albert— 100, 115. 

Olentworth caae.— 11, 88. 110, 14a 

Globe, Tbe.— y. Buren, kc on 87— praaa bought by 

Noah, Hoyt, &c. 88, profita. ib. 
Gold Mine.— Jeese Hoyt'a 120. 
Gouremeur. Samuel L.— 62. 
Graham, John L.— rscommanda La Foy 82— la N. A. 

Truat Co. 147. 
Greeley, Horace.— prophecy on Hoyt 131 

H. 

Hackley, Aanm.— in tobby 122. 

Halleck, Fits Greene, 30. 

Hamilton, J. A.—aecuaaa Judge Van Neaa 27— for 
*8poiIa'48. 

Hill, Got. Isaac.— on baU 66. 

Hoyt, Jesse.— proeecutes Wood-leaTes leturs, 9— 
his early life iS-edmitted aa a lawyer 16-fit for a 
cashier 16, 18— poor 32-aubaerTient 34, 36— ap- 

Kbited Collector of N. Y. by Y. a, who endorsee 
I paper 36-elected to N. Y. LsgieL 41— trlaa to 
oust Duer and become U. & Att. 48 to 67— aharp 
argument with Y. Bursn 61 to 66— hirea Y. B. a 
▼alet 61— Is disinterested— wae educated by Y. B. 
64-Inghain about ' embasdiog' 56-hi8 beta 66- 



legml cnielty 143, ftc 

Juries.— defeated by Judiciary In 

grsol roguee 28— Hoyt fegalaiea 



146,146. 



Kemble, J. a-Sse Bishop k, Kemhle 121 
KendaU, Amoa —107— Bennett on 96. 
Kibbe, Isaac.— notice of 122. 
King, Charlea.— Aocuaea W. W. Van Neaa 27. 



La Chaiaa, Fouche lb Co.— cruel treatment of 143L 
Law.— fonns mysterioua 8— {See Common and Chan- 

cery]-in N. Y. 137 to 140-foea (aee Butler.) 
LAwrence, Comeliua W.— < wlU run like the cbol- 
' 60— hie bet and anxiety for pure electUma' 



64, 110— his candidatee 74— rscommendationa by 
6»-helps the Globe 88— for and agafaiat the Bank 
102, 108-Jackaon on 106— notice of 108-in Con- 



greea 109— a atock- jobber 1 10— Leggett on 110— on 

tariff 160. 
Lawrence, Watson E.— at ^yiaeuaa 82— hia camant 

and politics 127. 
Leake, Isaac Q.— Gaahier at New Hope G9-editar 

Learlui David -29— Recelrer N. A. Tiraat Co. 147. 

Le Foy, Ab'm.-geta olBce and nominatea Bfarer 
82-110. ' 

Leacatt, Wm.— <m CraaweU 89— Y. Bum aubacribaa 
wUdeecrlbee Bowne, Ac. llO-on Marcy 116. 

Lewie, Morgan.— defhuided of 615,090 tar Lomhaid 
Co. 76. 

Life lb Fire 00.-28, 29. 

Liriogston, Chaa. L.— fotaa for Botfer 46— on bank- 
ing 117-Ukee to ait with Blahop 126. 

LlTingston, Edward.— 32, 38, 34, 41, 62, 67, 138. 

Lobbylng.-33, 67, 1»7 ^ ^ ^ ' 

lioco Focoa.— 73. 

Lott, John A.— A Judga, &c 138. 
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btjijclepiiiftiu In l^ to iJti^-itii |»£r«nji#io 137— wtm 

tftdiillti«a m-<lwkM Aod officer K'L 
New York Port. Offiw,— bai»i J2M. Mlariw, ik 
N. y. Ererilng Potft.-90, I3l, 120. 

8. and his reg^Dcj a6. 

N. y. sunia^-m 

K, Y. TinsM.— Hfjjft and Itie ^. 

Noah, Iff. M—^> !n., :. ^.v ..i!ii -^Tr: -.f.^ 

PhiUtps to Swan. 39— BuUer and V. Huran's in- 
•truolona to 2S. 39~hk grievaocM 39, 40--Stata 
priotinff, i6.— Van Buren on 4!^on V. Bumn 43, 
44— hfllpa to buy Blair a proM 88— 1om« Stat« 

b printing throufh Bo/t 89— puA Swartwoat 136— 

" Ulahoeffer on 139. 

North Am'n Trust Co. [Boera.]— tenkrupCr-Hojt 
props It— notice of 147 to 149. 

Nominations by tho poople.— Butlaraf'st 36, US- 
bad system in use 73, 139. 



Oakley, J.— »• original friend 8S-Bennett to 9»- 

recommends Wesson 135. 
CConoell, Daniel/s triaL— 7. 
Offices and Appointments.— See appointmenU, kc. 
Ogden, Henry.— GMhler to Hoyt and Swartwout 129. 

135,136. - 

Oobury, P.— in Customs 74. 
O'Sulliran, J. L.— on banks 66, 66-^n Custom House 

82,85. 
Olcott, T. W.-.17, 18, 19, 30, 104, 126, 147. 



Papers (Priirate.)-9, 10, 11, 12, 96. 
Phelps, Thaddeus. -notice of 114. raped latter, ib. 
114, '16. 



(?rfH-iniiJrenf 129 

phtAii .^.Kili'fl \»nmt 37, 38, 39, 40. 

[ N . I [ h ' I . - 7%- -ani kon<.':iL man overthrown 

t; aaretl >15— iiii oppn^iHitian 102. 

^hnw hn irca;i« Jackiioa'i menxiry 106«- 
_i IW NislKirt Uwrt?i»co 106, UO.-Wise 
ItiLn B. F. BuLlnr 141 

i M."*h»\TM pfAimiiam to places 82— 

|H F'-jorltf i*fli^D T(t-'4!anduct on the law 
-rflprevtciita gen* I jfnif 1 at Syracuse 82— 



^r, eijU*ron 14.^^,^9,144. 

liitinit at S. \\ li£), fmadulent 130 to 
jcLlon i:t7, 

|« HalMj-." 3fr-ln bbliy 122. 
Trastufl.'"^, Tii^ 1(11 -on land co. 123. 
|i3.--Bad miEitaJtir of Litl. 



I- fl§. 106. 

Iry liiirtm^Tsm, *c. 1 no, 113. 
liHir, of Afk- SsHTtnnii l^^acY and 13S. 
^«rr, Jij4l^i; ^.-^, :}d^ meddles in poll- 
ing, 108, JlO-QwnlitiilfliSf on 106-its ef- 

— tJw Cdhugn mm 46, 67. 

timl.—llU. 

N Y, Smie.-^JK, 

ilotnoii— hi* vpis for governor 42. 
fjijsi,— Bijtlof on i;«. 

. ^ .^s.-^, 29, m, 76. 

Spjcer. OabflmI P^lBf—KcefjU nOke 76, his his- 
lotr, VA, 

SSiaiidiruf amiitie danf&rous to liberty.— 13. 

Siapies, Sflih.— oa *todt-Jbbhing 1 J6. _ 

Sfcoct-j(*biiig.— spii ' Eiiiict: ' J Barker,' * Wet- 
mora/ J. Yiln Bi*n?n/ 'I Hovt.' 'Beers,' *Ed- 
mocMli^* * Blihojj.' ' KentiWe,^ ' fewwtwout,' 'Law- 
enea,*— Murcy on 67-^ ivgular specimen of 76 
and 101— droned l2&-^whJee&lA in N. A. Trust 
Co. 147 ten r^. 

'-'' Col W. L.-^L. Hiiyl on 4L 
.....:.'. Geo. Dt— rocflanjiiiexula Le Foy 82 — in N, A. 
lYust Co. 147, 14a 

Sutherland, Joel B.— In opposition 101. 

Swanton, Judge. — V. Buren on 119. 

Swanwout, Samuel— Coddlngton's ieelings concern- 
ing 48— letter to, <6.— writes Hojt to * push like a 
devil' — a regular spoils-man 60— his connection 
with Burr ^-settles Texas with U. S. funds 84— 
notice of, ib. and 129-his de&ult 136, 136. 

Sweet, Egbert G., Customs.— noUces of 76, 77, 127. 

Swift, Genl. Joe. O.— 77. 



Talmage, Thoe. O.— president of Beera's baftk or 

trust comp. 149. 
Tsmmany Hall.— Staph. Allen's bankof 70— Irvinf^ 

oration at 71— character of 73-Bowne at 128, 139. 
Taney, Chief Justice.— on U. & Bank 100. 
Texas.— 108, 110, 121— Swartwout and Mason's 

speculations in 84. 
Thompson, Jonathan.— eflbrts to displace as Coll'r at 

N.Y: 48, 61, 66, 132. 
Thome, John W., bank-teller.- 67. 
Throop, Enos T.— 10, 31, 36, 44-a bad naval officer 

130, 131-noticeof, »6. 
Tibbeu, Elisha.-his plan of a U. & Bank 101, 10« 

—custom ho. com'r 127. 
Tiadeemans' Bank.— 3a 
Treason— Conspiracy.— 9, 12. 
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1>1«, PkMldwL-lib OttMomHo. tttpilfT 97, IK 
U. 

Ulihodftr, Hmiy.— his tottw to Baju wplooMB, 
■nd datiraio fcad bis frmUy at tlM puUk crib 78 to 
80. 

VUlbotHtu. BUchML-hia tottera 139. 

Uniud SutOT LDnbud 0>.— 75. 

UnUod SiUM BuilL~.fM teok of U. R 



Van Buim, JohD.-~8~ap|»lnt«d Attontj Gtnanl 
of N. T. 68^>his profiuM lanfiuga and iinfitn«a 
for offlca 60—bfs 18 kttara, curalnf, bettiog, 
nmbUof , ■tock-JoUbinf , aiMcalatinf witb Hoyt, 
Jtc 60 to 64~-aroidfl a corratfioodenco witb bro* 
kan 60~loat a fortune hj tbe ramoTal of tbo de- 
JXMitoa-^l. 68~<eiitorprlae witb Cutti&f 63, 66— 
cauaa of Wabb'a arrest 68-~oa good terms wUh 
Swartwout 86--a laod-Jobber ISS-row at Hudson 

Van Buren. Martin.~15, Id-euloay on Clinton M- 
was to remoTe to N. Y. 96. Sf-cbartera W. and 
W. Bank, Ac 31~appoiots Hort Ooll'r Cost's N. 
T. and endorses for bim 36-~kx>ks very sbarp aflor 
money 36~^pproTes Noab's coune 39— for a cau- 
cus and sure of Crawford's election 40-~account of 
Tictory, Nor. 1828, beu and Noah «i~Noab'B 
characters of 43, 44— lotteis and nominailona in 
1889-saree Ifarcy from min 46~-cbaracteristic 
comsp. witb Hoyt about office 61 to 66--bires a 
vaiti de ekamhrt 61— baa Jackson's confidence 
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CHAPTER I. 



Introductidn. The Qmoeniunt of 1846. A Revision of the Comtnmon Law. l%e 
JtuUdarv, 7^ Ekctive System* Dreason. In what cases should private papers 
he pubUskedf A powerful faction handed against the Republic, Hopes restmg on 
the Convention. 

This Tolnme is resjpeetfully inscribed to the Eleetois of the Conyentiony next to 
sssemble for the Revision of the Constitution of the State of New York— and it 
appears probable that they will decide next Noyember that that Conyention shall 
be held m 1846. 

The Declaration of Independence was issued, and the Common School Law of 
this State put in operation, amidst war and tumult, but the Conyention of 1846 
will probably assemble and deliberate in peaceful times, and amidst wide spread 
prosperity. Education has been long and yery ffenerally difiused among the peo» 
pie— they haye the experience of threescore and ten years of republican goyem- 
ment, with its inestmiable advantages, and great imperfections, as thus ftr 
administered — and if they send to the Conyention, men of probity in their personal 
dealings and character, and of active patriotism, united wiUi a clear and cultiyated 
intellect, the true friend of America and republican institutions may anticipate 
that great benefits to the country will result from their delibenttons. 

The time surely draws near in which the friends of freedom in America will see 
an attempt seriously made to accomplish what the far-seeing Clinton wisely sug- 
gested twenty years since, the framing of a code of American Laws in the room of 
that Common Law, ^so called,) which, in the language of Thomas Cooper to 
William Sampson, *' is anything that the legislative propensity of the comijion 
law bench may choose to make it." Lycurgus, though he impressed upon the 
Spartans thi^t heroic character which yielded not even on the calamitous da]^ of 
I^uetra ; though he taught (and not vainly) Uiat love of country and its institu- 
tions which changed a corrupt populace into a nation of patriots, among.whom no 
civil war broke out in a thousand years— yet even Lycureus frdled, where we 
have as yet made a questionable progress— for the Laws in Laeedamon not being 
written, were, in corrupt times, interpreted [Morris fashion] according to the 
arbitrary will of those who administered them. 

Many persons suppose that our N. Y. Revised Statutes are the law. They are 
but a small supplement to it. Mr. Daniel 0*Connell was tried not long since in 
the principal Common Law Court of Ireland, for sedition, and convicted. His 
case was carried to England for revision, and his condemnation reversed. The 
*" to a man, decided that the most important counts in the indictment 



were bad— -and these very counts the Irish judges had, after arguipent, held to bo 
food ! This ib our imported Common Law. Cases of general interest are decided 
m our Common Law Courts in this State—carried up to the Supreme Courtp— 
reversed— brouffht next into the Court of Errors, and reversed over again. That 
of Barry, vs. liitorcein, is evidence of what chance the poor man has of repubhean 
justice at Common Law. 



8 A LITIGIOUS COMSTITUTION. 

Agun : Vast sams are embezxled by public officen. No Common Law can be 
remembered that will punish them, or canae them to diagoige the plunder»-b«t let 
a shop-boy or beggar take a dollar from a till, not his own, and Mr. Recorder 
Moms's unwritten rules, which lawyers can so well remember, speedily sends him 
to the penitentiary or House of Refuge. 

There may be much that is valuable in our borrowed Chancery system^ — ^Lawyers 
differ about what it is — and beyond their circle who is there that understands its 
precepts ? If law is equity why have we separate sets of judges ; and if it is not, 
why not make it so ? 

Why is the prpcedure, or forms and proceedings in our courts, so mysterious, 
even to the learned, that cases like that of Ahem the Mayor's clerk, are often 
decided on matters of form and not on their true merits t The people choose their 

I'ustices, but not one in a hundred of them, when so chosen, can possibly compre- 
lend the complicated legal system which is the rule of their proceedings. Politi- 
cally we have declared Uiat all men are on a common footing in the eye of the law, 
yet property and its benefits, instead of becoming more equally diffused, are 
relatively more and more concentrated in a few hands, while the condition of the 
poor laborer has changed for the worse. This is the uwrkmg of a htigious consti- 
tution. 

The office of a judge of the higher courts is one of great power and dignity in 
this State. The station of Senator, with a voice in the court of last resort, enables 
its possessor to exercise a vast influence for good or evil. Yet I need go no 
farther than the letters brought to kght m this vohime^ for evidence that substantial 
justice is out of the question, in many cases, under the present system, as ad- 
ministered. Wranghun was severely punished for. meddling with private matters 
when he undertook to expose the bribery of Lord YerulaoH-but he was right — 
Bacon had to yield — and I trust that I shall be found fully able to meet all attempts 
at oppression to which the developements in the ensuing chapters may subiect me. 
When, in Dec. 1839, the Democratic Review, backed as it was by the Globe and 
Argus, declaied that '* the boasted ' independence of the judiciary ' is soon found 
to be mere independence of common sense and common justice," I doubted. It 
would seem, from various references in these pages, that the private opinion and 

rsdure of the leaders in this State, did not 6mer from the publio admissions of 
J. L. O'SuUivan. 

A nation must not be nice about details when its existence or its liberties are 
threatened, whether from within or without. The public safety is the supreme 
law. Where is the man who can turn from a perusal of the facts I have submit- 
ted without being convinced that there is a mercenary faction in our midst, bound 
together by powerful ties, strong and united, sordid and selfish in every thing— 
acting in concert and for a common purpose, the destruction of that manly inde- 
pendence of thought and action which is the glory of our age and country ? Listen 
to its leaders, as each for himself speaks in these pages. Where is one of them 
found to breathe a warm aspiration of generous sympathy for the sufferings and 
afilictions which chequers life to the whole family of man? 

Mr. John Van Buren has been named in some of our most wide spread public 
journals as a probable candidate at no very distant da^ for the Presidency. Look 
at him as he really is--in the mirror himself has polished. His father is making 
no common exertions to attain a second time to die chair of Jackson. Observe 
well the pupils of his school j and say if he deserves it? Mr. Butler has an office of 
much influence in the administration of justice. Hear him, that ye may determine 
Aether it is in safe hands ! Mr. Hoyt's political annals are less important on his 
own account, than as showing the 'means whereby his artful employers got and 
kept for years the reins of state in this Union. 

By the Constitution of 1821, the most important and influential offices in this 
State are withheld from the nomination and appointment of the millions. Draw 
aside the curtain, as I have done, and behold how that patrona|[e has been exer- 
eised by our deleffated agents. I trust that the Convention wiU aid the constituen- 
cies in getting rid of a Regency at Albany, and all iu branches in the several 
counties. It is time the Empire State were rid of the Coddington tribe, who, 
Dugald Balgetty like, are ready to break np any goremment the hour it is formed, 
that hesitates to retain a legion of faiibed and pensioned partisans. 
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If Mr. Bennett of the Herald circulates nearly 50,000 newspapers weekly, as he 
says, and if Mr. Noah's press continues to receive some share of public support, 
is it not an advantage to society to obtain in this volume, their characters correctly 
described by themselves 1 They are the representatives of a class. Should the 
time arrive in which the statesman, lawyer, and editor will be ready to hire out 
their talents and influence to the highest bidder, will not the effects of concentrated 
wealth, and lucrative offices in the gift of partisan leaders, applied to the easy virtue 
of the Croswells and the Blairs, the Noahs and the Bennetts, with others of their 
class, tend to mislead many, and endanger the public welfare ? Are not a band 
of deceptive hireling editors like a ledge of sunken rocks, on which, if no beacon 
is raised to warn the mariner, the most gallant ship may be wrecked ! 

Has not treason been committed against the state ? The public will read this 
volume and dehver its impartial award. 

Treason, m the general nature of it, must be the crime of many. It implies plots 
and conspiracies, which are carrying on by correspondence, and are to be discovered 
by papers. The safety of the state, which is superior to every other consideration, 
makes it necessary to use all possible means to unmask the machinations of treason, 
that the dreadful effects may be prevented. Papers^ therefore, may be taken pos- 
session of, and letters intercepted, as warlike stores are secured, that the designs of 
the conspirators may be made known to those whom they would betray, and frus- 
trated. 

When, at a time of much doubt and difficulty, durinor the struggle for independ- 
ence, treason was ready to deliver the important fortress of West Point to a pow- 
erful enemy, for money, its designs were opportunely defeated, by the seizure of 
certain papers in a distinguished officer*s boot. When Messrs. Bishop and Kemble 
had conspired with others to betray their country, and nullify public justice for gain, 
the letters of these senators and their associates, even the most private and confi- 
dential, were published to the world, as a warning to others. General Jasper Ward 
fared no better. When a treaty was under consideration in the United States* 
Senate, which Mr. Tappan believed to be injurious to his country, he hesitated not 
a moment in publishing its roost secret conditions, fearless of the consequences of a 
violation of the rules — and in the case of Jacob Barker, and others, indicted for 
conspiracy in 1826-7, private letters and agreements were produced, unhesitatingly, 
for the general good. I quote high authority when I mention the case of Mr. Cal- 
houn and General Jackson, in which, after a visit to Mr. (Jrawford, by a rival of 
Calhoun, accompanied by Mr. Cambreleng, the secrets of Mr. Monroe's cabinet, in 
days long gone by, were laid bare, by Mr. Crawford, private letters exposed, and 
dissension sown broad-cast between long tried friends — not that the public service 
might be benefited, but to enable an ambitious aspirant to seize the helm of state, 
of which he was of all candidates the most unfit and unworthy. Very different was 
Mr. Crawford's course, when called on by Congress for official papers, to show the 
tampering and bargaining with the deposite Banks of his day. Many were sup- 
pressed, whole passages omitted, or garbled — and the exposure pf tliis did not 
lengthen his step-ladder to Mr. Monroe's seat. 

Mr. Cambreleng 's views of the sanctity of confidential correspondence, may be 
readily inferred from the contents of the following letter, marked '* private," ad- 
dressed to his friend, Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at New York, from Washington, and dated 
May 19th, 1832. 

«* Dear H , 

I have seen a copy of W 's PRIVATE letter to Clayton. It is a 

deliberate BUT CONFIDENTIAL attack on me, and was designed to coax the 
Judge to favor him, which was of course repelled. W — . asked to have the letter 
returned— it was so--^ what W— does not know^tke Judge took a copy or 
IT. IT'S A ROD IN PICKLE, and will expose some small contradictions of his 
present statements — and show some little duplicity. The Judge can tell him that 
he found my statement of the Webb and Noah case too moderate, and that he wrote 
it over himself. 

Don't mention about the letter to Clayton — he will probably pubhsh it. The Bank 
will come up in the Senate next week — ^it won't disturb us before the middle 
of JiiQ9. Sincerely yours, 

8 C. C. CAMBRELENG." 
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I quote the two last cases, and that which next follows — ^not approvingly — ^bat 
as evidence of the sense in which parties of whom this volume has much to say, 
view the publication of confidential papers. 

Mr. Wood, an importer in New York, paid (I think to Mr. Swartwout) duties on 
large invoices of woollens, which, on a careful examination, the appraisers for the 
U. S. declared to be fairly valued. A Mr. George R. Ives, of Brooklyn, was the 
confidential correspondent of Wood's father, who failed in England, and his prop- 
erty went to assignees, to whom this Mr. Ives was the iq^ent and attorney. 
"Under the specious pretext," say the Commissioners for the U. S., ^^ of being 
caUed on by Mr. Hoyt, for the correspondence, he delivered them up, and testified 
to them in court, books, private letters, and invoices," and was thereby enabled to 
hold on to $ 12,000 of the elder Wood's money, his (Ives's) evidence alone having 
induced the jury to give a $ 13,000 verdict against the son for a violation of the 
revenue laws. The Commissioners add, that " the manner in which the disclosures 
were made by Ives, and his subsequent testimony in court, bear strong marks of 
collusion between him and the collector, founded on the mutual hope of pecuniary 
gain." This is the Ives whose invoices were entered below value, whose fraudu* 
lent entries produced no seizure, whose checks on time, before his failure, were 
taken by Hoyt as cash for duties, who hired assistant cashiers, and of whom Mr. 
Taylor swore that he had told him of an offer made him of $ 2,000, to act as a spy 
on the merchants. Mr. Hoyt thinks it fair to go thus far at least, to put down 
fraud in another's case, but when his own papers are taken by the Commissioners 
for a like purpose, he speedily changes his mind. 

Mr. Hoyt left in the Custom House fifteen volumes of letters, which were de- 
livered to the U. S. Com'rs, by Mr. Curtis. "This correspondence discloses 
numerous valuable facts in relation to the mal-practices and defalcations of Mr. 
Hoyt,*' said Governor Poindexter. Mr. Ho3rt prepared to quash inquiry, and 
obtain the letters by a writ of replevin, and might have destroyed them at little 
cost had they not been wisely sent ofi" to Washington. Had they been private letters 
they had no business in the Custom House — and when a Collector leaves a public 
office, and (like a bad lodger who leaves his wallet, decamps between two days, 
carrying off the family plate, and forgetting to pay his board bill,) slipping a 
few hundred thousand dollars in bank notes, into his valise, scatters the fif- 
teen volumes of correspondence of his confederates, among its official records, 
justice to outraged society seems to require that the means of exposure thus be- 
queathed should be used as, perhaps, he intended they should be — ^to balance his 
accounts. A lazy fellow would sweep them into the streetr-K)ne more active would 
copy, and publish them. They had no business there. 

I think the Argus, at Albany, has always acted on a very lax code of morals 
about papers. I could give a hundred cases where it has published private letters 
that, Glentworth like, had got into its power. I remember, for instance, a very 
confidential one, from Mr. De Witt Bloodgood, to his friend in Illinois, that was 
published as containing a plot, Mr. Croswell will find in the Memoirs of his friends 
Hoyt and Butler, a supply of plots, sufficient for years to come. His friend Gov- 
ernor Throop professed to admire " the blessed spirit of anti-masonry," founded as 
it was on that innate love of justice to all which animates every faithful breast, and 
which had been oatraged by the secret destruction of a citizen, who had published 
certain private papers, which few would have ever heard of, had not the bullies and 
rowdies of his day, urged on by short-sighted fools, in the back ground, enrolled his 
name among the martyrs of the west, and awarded him a place in his country's 
annals. It will be found by Mr. C, that I have not entirely forgotten Governor 
Throop. 

Papers are the depositories of our fortune — ^the trustees of our credit, character, 
and reputation— our closest confidents. Secrets that may cost a man his life, or 
which men would rather die than have discovered, secrets of trade, wills, settle- 
ments, things on which the peace of families, and the love and union of relatives 
may depend, are often to be found among a person's private papers, in his closet^^ 
and all attempts to invade the sanctity of a private dwelling, on any other ground 
than treason against the state, or even then unless on information on oath, and in a 
legal way, to search for, seize, or pry into any man's confidential records, cannot 
be too severely condemned. The Rev. Mr. O'Coigley was sentenced and executed 
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on the oath of a police officer, who swore he found a pinted proclamation of a 
treasonable character in his great coat pocket, a proclamation, which O'Coiffley on 
the scaffold, and aboat to appear before his Gfod, called heaven to witness he had 
never seen. The officer haa, it is supposed, put it in his pocket, for the offered 
reward. Papers may be abstracted from — papers may be added to, those seized or 
examined. The case of Glentworth shows that Mayors, Recorders, Judges, Sena- 
tors, and District Attorneys, have defended and acted on very different principles 
from mine ; and these too the very men of whom this volume more especially treats. 
The writer, while he condemns Uieir procedure, invites them to examine his. He 
invades no privacy — ^betrays no confidence — circulates no secret record — but 
refers to parts of a correspondence which was, it is presumed, intentionally placed 
before him, in proof of a formidable conspiracy against the liberties and franchises 
of the American people. No honest man can or will conceal treason. 

In many cases, the letters I have used, are given in full. Sometimes extracts 
are taken. It may be said that the latter are garbled. My objects were to shorten 
the work, and publish no private matter, unless it had a bearing on the subject 
before me. If any one feel aggrieved, or, if there are those who doubt the genu- 
ineness of any part of the correspondence, he or they will easily find the way to 
produce the originals in a court of law. I shall be most happy to aid in such a 
course whenever it becomes necessary. Some of the documents will, no doubt, be 
called for by the Governor or Legislature of N. Y.— others may find their way to 
the United States Senate. 

I may here state, that the italics and CAPITALS used to mark particular passsr 
ges of quoted papers are, in most cases, not so marked in the originals. 

The views of certain gentlemen whose pohtical opinions are adverted to in suc- 
ceeding chapters, with reference to that part of our adopted laws, which, if we are 
to believe the postmaster of New York, Mr. R. H. Morris, ought to be obeyed, 
though he assures us that it never was written or printed, and therefore could not 
be known to the people — ^their peculiar views, and his *' on the right of search for 
private papers," are so well known to this community, as also their practice in strict 
concordance with these unknaum laws, that I need ordy allude to them here. Nero 
is said to have caused his regulations to be written in small characters, and posted 
so high that they could with difficulty be read. Mr. Morris's borrowed rules, be 
they real or fictitious, are worse than the Cesar's, for you can find them nowhere ! 
The convention will, I trust, provide a code of genuine " home manufacture." 

Men estimate differently tneir obligations to society. In the case of Judge 
Van Ness, the Bank of America refused to produce the minute book that had the 
entry of the $20,000 " gratuity." Had I been their most confidential servant, and 
seen such an entry as would have proved a minister of justice unworthy of his seat, 
I would have very soon made my country aware of it, whether it suited the bank or 
not. So, in like manner, do I denounce the conduct of the Bank of the State of 
New York in concealing the account current of a man proved to have embezzled 
much of the public money, more especially when it is seen that its president was 
the political and personal friend of the defaulter. Mr. Blair told us through his 
Globe of August 14, 1839, that the << independence of the judiciary " is '* an inde- 
pendence of common sense and common justice " — and when such men as him turn 
' state's evidence,' is it not time to begin considering of new safeguards ? Mr. 
Blair spoke by authority of a governor who had placed a political tool on the seat 
once filled by Judge Van Ness in the supreme court, to preserve him, as he said, 
from HUiN. 

The compiler of this volume deeply regrets that there are in this lovely country 
the materials for such a record of human folly. [He derives no pecuniary advan- 
tage from its publication, but would be the last man in America to shun the respon- 
sibility therewith connected.] Ignorance, prejudice and extreme destitution, have 
ever been inimical to the preservation of fireedom and peace. Ages of bloodshed 
and rapine, presented to our view in the history of the past, will prove unavailing 
for example, unless our whole community shall be thoroughly educated, 'sincerity 
cherished as the first of virtues, and that violence of 'party spirit which divides our 
villages, towns, counties and states, into two opposing armies, as it were, ranged 
under the banners of partizan chiefs, aided by presses, orators, electioneerers, and 
other apparatus of dissimulation and a<ndid selfiahneaa, annihilated. Much can be 
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achiered, if the people will value aright the inestimable adyantage they enjoy, in the 
freedom with which a state convention may be elected and held in the midst of peace 
and tranquility at home and abroad. 

Unpublished writings, in evil times, have sent good men to the scaffold — ^bat the 
precedents of wicked judges are as beacons to warn their more faithful successors. 
The noble Algernon Sydney *s blood was shed in the profligate days of the second 
Charles, af\er a mockery of a trial before Judge Jeffries. Conspiracy there was none. 
On the search, at midnight, in the martyr*s closet, an unpublished manuscript was 
found — ^a leaf or two of its contents read in court — and the noble author condemned. 
Posterity has done all the parties justice. 

England is a great and powerful country — yet it is but little more than 25 years 
since Sir Francis Burdett was tried, condemned, and immured in a prison ; though 
a member of parliament, a man of ancient family, and possessed of an annual in- 
come of $ 250,000 a year — because he had dared to call cruelty and oppression by 
their right names, in the land of Hampden and Sydney. 

•' It seems," said Sir Francis, alluding to the massacre in 1819 at Manchester, 
that ** our fathers were not such fools as some would make us believe, in opposing 
the establishment of a standing army, and sending King William's Guards out of 
the country. Yet, would to heaven they had been Dutchmen, or Switzers, or 
Hessians, or Hanoverians, or any thing rather than Englishmen, who have done 
such deeds ! — What ! kill men unarmed ! unresisting ! and, gracious God ! women 
too, disfigured, maimed, cut down and trampled upon by dragoons. Is this Eng- 
land 1 1 his a Christian land 1 A land of freedom ! Will the gentlemen of Eng- 
land support, or wink, at such proceedinasi they have a great stake in their 
country. They hold great estates, and they are bound in duty, and in honor, to 
consider them as retaining fees on the part of their country, for upholding its righta 
and liberties.*' 

With such men as this volume drags to (he light of day, high in office, controlling 
the administration of the laws, the executive, and in a great degree commerce, and 
all upon purely selfish, mercenary principles, America would gradually slide down 
from her elevated situation among the nations. Revenge would fill some men*8 
minds, despair would take possession of others. Some would take the coun^e 
ascribed by Morris to Robinson with his creditor Suydam the banker— others would 
war on property, by increasing the number of those terrible fires which have deso- 
lated of late not a few of the fairest cities of America — ^thc evil example of men 
above would demoralize thousands below them, and that confidence in, and depend- 
ence of man on man, which is the cement that binds society, would cease. A 
numerous standing army would come next — less to war on our weak frontier neigh- 
bors, than as a police to repeat at convenient seasons the scenes enacted at Man- 
chester in 1819. It is from such a state of things that the people seek deliverance. 
The Democratic Review (falsely so called,) told us, in April 1843, that the ** virtue 
and intelligence of the people is all a humbug," and that *' we must procure 
stronger guarantees than popular suffrage, and popular virtue and intelligence." 
In other words, we were informed that we must shift round to monarchy, or get a 
House of Peers, self-government being an idle tale. 

I very much fear, that if the men whom this volume too truly describes, can get 
the upper hand in the state convention, their united endeavor will be to get us AS 
LITIGIOUS A CONSTITUTION AS POSSIBLE, as that would best ensure a 
continuance of those hurtful monopolies and lucrative jobs which follow in the train 
of all such great convulsions and revolutions in currency, commerce, property, &c., 
as have of late years marred the prosperity of our country. 

If in the minority, I think their efforts will be directed towards embarrassing the 
capable and well disposed — and should my publication be found to have the effect 
of preventing the return of some of the worst of them, and arousing inquiry into their 
conduct, my exertions will be amply repaid. 

That a patriot band — ^such as assembled in Independence Hall, Philadelphia, 
seventy years ago — may gladden the hearts of our true hearted citizens, when our 
state convention meets ; and that the wisdom of their deliberations may afford un- 
questionable evidence of the onward progress of intellectual and moral truth in our 
land, and of the capacity of man for self-government, and the sustenance of free 
institutions, is the fervent prayer of the compiler. 

J^ew York, Sept. 1, 1845. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Mr, Butler^s birth and parentage — his admission to the Bar, and ftartnership vnth 
Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Hoyt^s early pursuits — fie abandons commerce y and studies 
law with the Attorney General of New York. Mr. Butler accepts the presidency of 
a Bank. 

Benjamin Franklin Butler was bom at Kinderhook Landing, Columbia County, 
N. Y., on the 14th of December, 1795. He was educated there, and in 1811 
received by his father's personal and political friend, Martin Van Buren, into his 
law office at Hudson, as a student, and into his family, in which he continued to 
reside till his (Mr. Butler's) marriage, in 1818, to Miss Harriet Allen, a sister of 
Lieut. Allen, of the U. S. Navy. 

His father, Medad Butler, who is still alive, was bom in Connecticut, where he 
served an apprenticeship to a scythe-maker. He afterwards kept store and tavern 
at ** the Landing," in which business his son Benjamin assisted him in his earlier 
years. 

When the uncle of Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford, was Ambassador at the 
French court, the Queen asked his lady what family she was of. Her reply was, 
**D'aucune, Madame. '* She was a French stay-maker's daughter. It requires 
tme nobility of soul to be of the aucune family. In a memoir in the Democratic 
Review, the pedigree of the Butlers is traced to Oliver Cromwell, the lord pro- 
tector — to one of the judges whose fiat beheaded King Charles — and to Jonathan 
Butler, who landed in Connecticut in 1710. Stanhope, Lord Chesterfield, ridiculed 
doubtful pedigrees by placing two old heads among the portraits of his ancestors, 
inscribed ** Adam de Stanhope'* and ** Eve de Stanhope." A family of the name 
of Levi exhibited a picture in which Noah appears walking into the Ark, carrying 
under his arm a small trunk, on which is written ** Papiers de la maison de 
Levis." Thus much for genealogy. 

Mr. Butler was admitted to the bar as an attorney in the State courts in 1817, 
and immediately entered into partnership with his instructor, Mr. Van Buren, in 
his law business. The latter was at that time a Senator of New York, and (says 
the Democratic Review) *' the connection subsisted till the appointment of Mr. 
Van Buren to the Senate of the United States, in December, 1821." 

In June, 1818, Mr. Butler borrowed $550 from the State of New York, on the 
security of 22 acres of land at Kinderhook Landing, and gave his father *s bond and 
mortgage and his own bond as a security. In 1816 his father had borrowed of the 
State another $1000, which, with the interest, remained unpaid as late as 1824. 
The share of law profits which he realized in 1818 fell short of his wishes, and 
early in 1819 he united the professions of lawyer and banker — ^as President, 
Cashier, and (I may add) Board of Directors of the Bank of Washington and 
Warren, at Sandy Hill, a village on the Hudson, about 55 miles north of Albany, 
and Attorney at Law, Solicitor in Chancery, and Attomey for the said Bank, at 
same place. 

Jesse Ho3rt, the friend of Benjamin Butler, is a native of Connecticut, and early 
in life began business on his own account as a store-keeper in Albany — failed — 
could not arrange his affairs so as to recommence — discovered that he had the 
peculiar sort of talent for a successful lawyer — indentured himself with Mr. Van 
Buren as his student — and in due time took the benefit of the insolvent laws, and a 
license to practise in the State courts. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Butler removed to Sandy Hill, Mr. Hoyt was a student in 
the Attorney General's office, and had previously served as a clerk in the Farmers 
and Mechanics' Bank. Mr. B.'s letters to his friend will show the prospects of 
both, make known the fervent piety of the former, the condition of the legal and 
financial professions in Washington county, exhibit new views of State politics 
and cannot fail to be read with interest. 
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CHAPTER in. 

Interesting Correspondence. Mr. Butkr^s piety ^ politics, and kind feelings toward 
Mr. Hoyt. A proposal to buy the Buffalo Bank^Mr, Hoyt^s fitness for the office 
of a dashier-^^ general character. A run on the Washington and Warren 
Sank — Ways and Means — Butler vs. Olcott. 

President Butler, of the Bank of W. and W., to Jesse Hoyt, Student at Law, 

Albany. 

Sandy Hill, March fi7th, 1819. 
Dear Friend, 

• • • • • You have really a fine state of political confusion at 
Albany. I think the situaiion of the Governor [De Witt Clinton] is daily becoming^ 

more desperate. 

• •••••••• 

I am more and more pleased with my duties. They require industry and attea- 
tion, but they give me more leisure than I had while in Albany, and furnish me 
more easily with sufficient toprovide for my household. 

The only difficulty here is THE WANT OF tfte stated PREACHING OF THE 
GOSPEL. Had we a faithful and respectable minister, and were the people more 
anxious for and attentive to religion, I should have nothing to ask for, but tlte continue- 
ance of health to make this place delightful. The contrast t)etween Albany and Sandy 
Hill in this particular is great. You do not at all estimate as you ought, the pecu- 
liar privileges you enjoy. They are remarkably great • • • • The Gospel 
is either a ** savour of life unto life," or of *' death unto death." And how can those 
'* escape who neglect so great salvation V 

What a bungling piece of work Mr. Loomis has made in printing my speech. It 
has mortified me excessively to see so many stupid blunders issued to the world with 
my name prefixed. Pray tell my friends that I lay no claims to the bantling in its 
present dress. 

Yours truly, 

BENJAMIN F. BUTLER. 



The same to the same. 

Sandy Hill, Maich 17, 1819. 
Dbar Friend^ 

The stage to day was looked for with great anxiety by all the members 
of my household, as we entertained strong hopes the black damsel would make 
her appearance on the '' Hill," — as the citizens denominate this great metropolis. 
• • • • • I have been here a fortnight, and have not yet received a line 
from you. Pray write me, if it is only to say that you are in esse. 

Yours, truly, 

BENJAMIN F. BUTLER. 

The P. S. (in a different hand,) is as follows :— ** Mr. Hoyt do try to get Pender. 
I am tired to death of cooking.*' 

The same to the same. 

Sandt Hill, May 4, 1819. 
Dear Friend, 

• • • • • Xhe election returns are, so far, unfavorable to the hopes 
of Mr. Clinton, and his friends, and I presume his destiny is fixed. • • • • • 
I voted for Senators, and offered to vote for members of Assembly, but after a 
long discussion of my and various arguments and opinions from lawyers and 
electioneerers, the board very gravely decided that I was not yet naturalized — ^in 
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which I think it probable they were right. The Chancellor has really assumed a 
great deal in deciding my canee against me. Please obtain a copy of the decretal 
order — ^not of his opinion, for I suppose that would take you a week to copy— and 
send by some person at vour conTcnience. 

Upon what ground did he admit you-^^ of right, or es gratia t I am glad that 
he has done it, and hope you may find it the harbinger of g^ fortune. 

What think you of Uie New Insolvent Law ? Do you intend to proceed under it! 
Or haye you not philosophy enough to live poor all your life, with a millstone on 
your neck? 

How does the business get alonff , and what is the state, generally, of your eject- 
ment suits? Are any of them to be tried at these Circuits or not? I sometmies 
wished afVer my removal, that I could take a peep for a moment in the Registers, 
and engage again in the service of the Sovereign People — and so long had I been 
accustomed to the management of the Attorney General [M. Van Baren] '« qffairSf 
vublic, private and domestic, that I often thought that no one could attend to them 
out myself. My new avocations, however, hme now become famihar and pleasant, 
and I can attend to them without troubling myself about the bonds, mortgages, or 
ejectments of the State. • • • • • There is but Uttle law business doing 
here, if I was dependant on that, I should have had the horrors long ago. * • • 

B. F. BUTLER. 



7^ same to the same. 



Washington and Wairen Bank, 

Sandy Hill, May 8th, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany, 
Dear Sir, 

I send by Mr. Skinner a package and letter for Mr. Barker, which send 
as usual. I hear that he has had a demonstration (as Packenham, & Co. would 
have said), made upon him this week, which was manfully repelled* My Secre- 
tary being otherwise engaged, deprives you of the pleasure of receiving this inter*' 
esting epistle, in her '* own proper hand writing." 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 



Mr. President Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, Solicitor in Chancery, Albany, 

Sandy Hill, June 5th, 1819. 
DiAR Sir, 

I have yours of the Slst ult., 1st inst., and also one by Mr. Gifibrd. I shall 
endeavor as soon as possible to send you some papers in these Chancery causes. I 
do regret that I did not know that Mr. V. B. was about attending the June term of 
the Court of Chancery. I might have had all my business in train for it. * * * 
* * I have not been in court but little, either Common Pleas, or Circuits-having 
had a great deal to do in the Bank, and in my Law Business. I want a clerk very 
much, and as soon as Charles* • • • • • J hope you got my package by 
Hitchcock. I have now $ 3000 in current notes, received since Wednesday, which 
I would send by Col. Pitcher, who conveys this, but he starts from here on foot, and 
goes on a raft from Fort Miller, and though an honest man might be robbed or 
knocked overboard. • • • • • 

I am unable to say anything now ABOUT THE NIAGARA BANK— oniy that 
if Mr. B., [meaning Jacob Barker], could be sure oflrfe, he could make it a profitable 
concern — ^but has, in ray opinion, irons enough in the fire, already, for one man. 
But then he's A HOST himself. If he gets the stock, you must stand ready to inter- 
pose a claim for the management of the businesS'^XhBX is— if you would be willing 
to accept such a place. He would require some one that he could repose confidence 
in to take charge of it. Though I have no idea that he will get it. *' Double, 
double — toil and trouble," appears to be the order of the day in the Commercial 
and Financial world — where it will land us I am unable to say. • • • • • 
The Attorney General [Mr. Van Buren], is never at home — and when he is, I am 
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80 far from him, that I cannot have that direct and constant eommnmcation which 
the interests of our ciienis demand. One thing I most earnestly desire of you, and 
that is to forward me all notices, papers, A&c, that may be served on Mr, V, B» 
[Van Buren] as my a^ent. He would never think of it himself, and my clieiita 
might be kicked out of court before I knew it. I shall make no more complamis 
about your bad writinjr, though your scrawls are most infamous, after the capers I 
have cut in this epistle. 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 



[Sent per Mr. Thurman, from Sandy Hill,] 

June 11, 1819. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany, 
Dkar Sir, 

I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, mentioning the subject of the 
NIAGARA BANK, and requesting my opinion of a certain frtend of mine, for 
CASHIER, provided he should conclude to purchase the stock ^/o which I have 
replied as follows: — 

** I am happy to hear, by your letter, that in the event of your engaging in the 
Niagara Bank, you have thought of MY FRIEND HOYT, for Cashier. I know 
of no person within the circle of my acquaintance trhom I could recommend with etpial 
confidence for that situation. HIS INTEGRITY, ZEAL, AND INDUSTRY 
would I am confident, ensure him your approbation, and esteem. There can be no 
doubt of hisbemg amply qualified for the task. His acquaintance with business is 
general, and extensive, and for perseverance and activity I know of no one uho 
surpasses him. His experience in Mercantile business, would alone have qualified 
him for the place, but in addition to that h( has fht adranfatre of' so/tie constdcrohlc 
acquaintance with the businrss of bankings from his employmmt last yrar in the Me- 
chanics^ and Farmers^ Bank, 1 have known him for several years ; intimately, for 
about three. After the unfortunate ttrniinaiion of his M^cantile concerns, instead of 
spending his time in idleness, or dicing tray to despair or dissipation, which is com- 
monly the case in SU('H ClRCUMS'l^ANlJES, he resolved lorthv^ith to enter into 
employment of some kind or other; and, as nothing offered by which he could do 
better, he commenced the study of the law. All his friends, (and 1 amonu'st the 
rest,) thought this a very forlorn hope, for such had been his previous active lile, 
and so long was his term of study, that I considered it absolutely impossible for hin 
to confine himself to so irksome an employment as a clerkship in a law office, with- 
out any prospect of a speedy admission either to the practice or the profits of the 
profession. He was for nearly three years in my office, and for fidelity and atten- 
tion, perseverance and application, the x^ry hist clerk I ever met with. I consider 
him perfectly competent to examine (A) into the affairs of the Bank at Buffalo , and 
give you an accurate and judicious account of every thinjf that relates to it. It is 
needless for me to say that I feel a deep interest in his prosperity, and that nothing 
would give me greater pleasure than to see him placed in such a situation as would 
give him a competent support ; but perhaps it may be necessary to satisfy you that 
my opinion of his merits is not overrated. I acknowledge that I am his friend, and 
I know that friends, like lovers, are a little blind to the faults of those they esteem, 
but I believe I may safely refer you to any person acquainted with Mr. Hoyt, for a 
confirmation of what I have said." 

(A) This IS in reply to a suggestion about sending you up to investigate the 
business, preparatory to a decision on the subject. (14.) I have sent my brief m 

cause to New York last week by mail. 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

June 14. I send you by J. L. Thurman, Esq., a package for Mr. Barker, con- 
taining, in current notes, $3,800. I have received yours by Mr. Clark, with 
$ 1,300 in W. and W. notes. B. F. B. 
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The same to the same. 

Washington and Warren Bank, ) 

Sandt Hill, June 21, 1819. ) 
Dear Sir, 

My letter of yesterday informed you that I was engaged in a running fight 
with a squadron from Commodore Wiswall's fleet. I send you by Mr. B. Wing, 
$ 900 in Troy, Lansingburgh, and Albany bills, which I wish you, tf passible, to oob- 
▼ert into specie. I do not know that I shall need it, but it will be sufficient with 
what I have, to teaze the enemy for the whole week, if he should maintain his ground 
for so long a time. ***** I do not wish it lisped that I am in want of it 
to meet a demand on the Bank. / wish you to say to the bank that you want SMALL 
CHANGE ; and for that you will give them current bills. If voucan obtain $ 600 
it will answer the purpose, and if small money is not to be had any thing else will 
answer. * • • • • 

B. F. BUTLER. 



President Butler to Mr. Hoyt. 

Sandy Hill, June 31st, 1819. 
Dear Sir, 

By the encloeed (which please read, and after that wafer and send by 
Wednesday's boat, ) you will learn the situation of affiiirs here, if Commodore W., 
reported any thing disadvantageous, please correct it. I did not ofier, as before to 
Allen, to pay him one bill at a time ; but on Saturday, offered him a large amount of 
specie, which he declined waiting for me to count. 

If you think that you can get die specie for my notes, which will be chiefly Troy, 
&c., please so inform Mr. Barker. Mr. Baoon is the person who brought the $ 706. 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 



Washington and Warren Bank, > 

Sandt Hill, June 23, 1619. (Wednesday morning.) ) 
Jacob Barker, Esq., New York. 

Dear Sir, • • • • • I have redeemed in the whole 
$780, during the two days past — all in large bills. I have now on hand, about 
$300 in small change, $900 in dollars and five francs, and $900 in gold. With 
this force I can with certainty sustain myself until Saturday morning, and by 
that time I have no doubt I shall have a further supply of specie from Mr. 
Hoyt. ***** 

I enclose yon a copy of Mr. Olcott's letter. This is a new proof of the waTcring 
policy of that BaidE, and of the little reliance to be placed on Mr. Olcott's profes- 
sions or engagements, for he ofllered of his own accord to me last spring, that I 
might at any time draw on you at a few days sight, if I chose so to do. * * * 
* * I have this morning had two small sums of our notes presented — the one for 
$75— the other for $91 — ^both from Albany; and both enclosed to Mr. Baird, 
with a request that he would present them immediately, and that the credit of the 
Bank was completely down, which was the cause of their sending them up. I shauvay 
these, because the money xoill go down by the mail to-day and may quiet the apprenen- 
sion of some persons who would otherwise send up; but I shall request Mr, B. to 
decline any further commission of the kind; and if any more such calls appear, I 
SHALL PUT THEM ON THE SAME GROUND WITH THE OTHERS. 

As the calls this week have assumed the character of a run on the Bank, 
you will undoubtedly see the necessity of giving me a supply of specie as soon as 
possible. 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

P. S. — Since writing the above, Wis wall has shown me his money ; he has now 
3 
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$ 4800. Gilchrist baa demanded kia bills. / told kirn I was reaJy to pa^ m specie, 
hut commenced paying Wiswall, he pn$aUing his bills first, Gilchrist hsa resolTed 
not to wait, and returns in the stsffe. 

fl. F. B. 

The letter from Mr. Oleott, referred to aboTe, was dmted '* Mechanics' and 
Farmers' Bank, June 21, 1819," and informed President Butler, that they had 
sent for redemption, $5300 of W. and W. bills, by Mr. Gilchrist, to whom they 
expected that every facility would be given. Mr. Olcott says — ^** You are proba^ 
bly aware of the determination of the Banks in this city to take no drafU from 
country banks, on the city of New York. • • • • •Our object is to prevent 
country banks from placing funds in N. Y. to speculate on their own depreciated 
paper. That they do operate in this way, we have good reason to suspect ; other- 
wise why do they place funds at so great a distance from the only spot where they 
PRETEND TO REDEEM, or give specie value, to their bills." 



CHAPTER IV. 



Ways and Means continued — How to get a Puff from a Young Pairoon — Meaning 
of Tons and Loads — TTie President's Puff— Paying in Siapences — Coffers full — 
Holding wa — " Let the Public wait " — Paying in Chancery suits — Utreatening a 
Debtor — Taking care of the Bank — " Fair ofS. proper calls " — CHnton •* Ravtng 
Mad" — Paying ** in a slow way " — Afr. Butler's kumanity. 

[Favored by Caleb Baker, Esq.,] 

Sandt Hill, June SOth, 1819. 
Jesse HojTt, Esq., HI State street, Albany. 

Dear Hott, — The enclosed will show you how the *' world 
wags.'* One of those persons that I told to wait until their turns came, was THE 
YOUNG PATROON, who had 4 or $600 taken for rents due his father. 

If you know him — as I believe you do— I wish you would FALL IN WITH 
HIM, and ask lUs opinion — I know it will be favorable, although I did not pay him, 
because he sat wilhm my counter , and read the papers, AND DRANK WINE 
WITH ME FOR TWO OR THREE HOURS BEFORE THE BANK 
CLOSED, and saw every man who had come from a distance, or was poor and 
needy, paid in specie without a mementos delay. 

Now, if his opinion is friendly, I dare say it will pass current, AND BE A 
LEGAL TENDER in your DUTCH metropolis, and it would answer for CIRCU- 
LATION, &c. Let me hear how every thing goes— and what is said and done at 
Albany. Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

Seal and send the enclosed after reading it. If the loan with Baird was con- 
cluded, and you expect the specie on Thursday, you may perhaps ask Caleb Baker 
to stay for it. If not, tell him there will not be A LOAD until next week. HE 
AND EVERY BODY ELSE thinks I have TOiiS OF TT on the way. 



[Per Mr. L. Clark.] 

Sandy Hill, July 1, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany. 

Dear Sir, — ^The enclosed you will send by the first boat, after 
reading it, &c. 

I send you 25 Times. You see how boldly we come out. I have deliberated 
long before I ventured it — but, as it's a part of my " budget of ways and means," 
have at length concluded to run the hazard. 

If the specie for Schuyler's note could be obtained, you could send it by the 
bearer. 

Send the papers on Saturday. Tell me what you think of my bulletin. 

yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 
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President Butler's manifesto, referred to in the preceding letter, as a part of his 
*' budget of ways and means," and issued ailer Mr. Barker's yisit, was as follows : 

[From the Sandy HiU Times, July 2, 1819.] 

The following communication on the subject of the Bank in this place, may be 
relied upon as coming from an official source. 

For the Times, 

Washington and Warren Bank. — ^The excitement in relation to the paper of the 
Washington and Warren Bank, beginning to subside, perhaps it may not be ill- 
timed to request the attention of the public to a few prominent points, connected 
with the operations and character of that institution. The sudden and unexpected 
suspension of payment at the Exchange Bank, together with other causes, pro- 
duced, very naturally, strong suspicions of the solTency of the Washington and 
Warren Bank, which were greatly increased by the malicious prophecies and 
slanderous reports of persons who regarded its success with jealousy and hatred. 
The consequence was, the rapid and vexatious return of its notes, accompanied 
with demands for specie, or for such bank paper as is equivalent thereto. Mr. 
Barker, foreseeing this result, and fearing that the bank might not be able to with- 
stand the first shock, although confident of ultimate success, very fairly assured 
the public, in his address to them, that the Washington and Warren notes would 
all be paid within sixty days, without promising that the bank would not be com- 
pelled to suspend, for a short period, the payment of its notes. It was found, 
however, that a course so unpleasant and distressing was unnecessary, and that the 
bank, by resorting to its legud rights, so far as it respects brokers and other banks, 
would be able to ride out the gale, and that too witnout pressing those that owe 
the bank. Jt has continued, and will continue its redenwtions, and is abundantly able 
to pay all its debts, to the ^^ uttermost farthing.^' The debts due to the bank, 
amount to more than double their notes in circulation, and those debts are perfectly 
secure — there is perhaps scarcely one that will not ultimately be collected. How 
then can any one be a loser by the Bank ? 

It is true that the Bank has not extended to speculators and bank agents, that 
prompt accommodation which, under flourishing circumstances, would probably 
have oeen afforded ; and it is also true that it has been engaged, and UZF is now 
engaged in the payment of small specie, cOI to persons of that description ; but it 
must always be remembered, that the Farmers, Mechanics, Travellers, and Trades^ 
men, who have presented its bills, have been paid in the most prompt and Uberal manner. 
It must also be borne in mind, that the pressure of the times would of itself be a 
sufficient excuse for many things, which, at a more propitious moment, would be 
deemed inconsistent with the rides of fair and honor^le business ; and above all, 
that the course pursued in this particular instance, is adopted for the express pur- 
ple, not of injuring, but of indenmifying the public. THE BANK iS A^LE 
TO PAY, and intends to pay its notes, but it supposes that the honest yeomanry, who 
comfose the *' bone and gristle*^ of the land, are entitled to every accommodatwn, in 
preference to greedy speculators and arrogant monied aristocracies. Those too who 
hmye ^^ poisoned the chalice,'*^ have no reason to complain, if with retributive justice, it 
is ^^ presented to their lips;*^ nor even if they are compelled to taste a portion of its 
contents. 



President Butler to Mr. Hoyt. 



Sandt Hill, July 3d, 1819^11 A. M. 
DiAR HoYT, — ^All goes on well. Caleb arrived last night with the reinforce- 
ment. Your *' extract" was well timed. I wish you would keep the Albany 
merchants back. It's rather bad friendship to get our bills together, and post 
them up here, say 30 days sooner than they would otherwise come. At the 
worst they would go into Brokers' hands, WHICH IS THE BEST PLACE 
IN THE WORLD FOR ME. I have received a very begging, coaxing letter 
firom Mr. Olcott, but as WiswalTs money is not ha^ paid, I don't trouble myseitf 
about it. Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 
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[Sent per Mr. Hand.] 

Sakdy Hill, July 7, 1819. 
Private and Secret, 
To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany. 

Dear Hott, — ^I haTe paid since the Run commenced $00(KF 
and over. You know how much I had then. I HAVE A GREAT D£AI# 
MORE NOW, and am in every respect better off. The leinforcement from Jacob 
Barker puts me out dan^rer. Have paid very liberally SINCE IT ARRIVED, 
BUT SHALL NOW HOLD UP. The public have been paid over $6000--the 
Brokers $3000. OUGHT NOT THE PUBLIC TO WAIT A WHILE? We 
have CROWED ftdl ewmgk far the present, therrfare had better write no mare for 
the papers. I shall add a note to '' Equal Rights," which will gall the Mechanics 
and Farmers* Bank to the quick. 

Finished last Saturday night by trying the replevin, at Glen's Falls — got home 
1 o'clock, Sunday morning. Jury equally divided, 6 and 6— 5*«ri/f in our favor. 
Skinner and me both summed' up ; suited myself and everybody else. Noticed 
anew for Tuesday, 13— clear case ; shall certainly succeed'— want the lease from 
Van Rensselaer to Caldwell, as they gave parol evidence of it. Send it up in time. 

Paid Saturday, the 3d, 901 

<< on Monday, 379 though the Banh was shut. 

*« Tuesday, 817 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 



Sandy Hill, July 10th, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., 

Dear Sir, — My present business is chancery. The enclosed biU I 
drew in great hsste last night and this moming. I want it presented on Monday, 
and the motion made and urged on the ground of the great injury to the Bank if 
those notes should be put in circuhition. Whether Barker's assignment to thi» 
Bank is good or not, we are entitled to the injunction. Whether the bills are his or 
ours, the Farmers' Bank have no right to use them ; and if they do, we sufler as 
well as J. B. [Jacob Barker.] I want the bill copied, and a copy sent to Mr. 
Barker /or Mr. Wells* examination. 

If you get the injunction, show it first to the State Bank, and teH they follow 
next — ^then serve it on Farmers' Bank — ^then show to Lansingburgh, and tell them 
they shall have the same, and had better keep the bills. That is, if yoi think it best 
to inform the others before I have made out bills against them. 

The M business I have neglected, and never can attend to it. Serve the 

petition — ^give the notice— fill up the proper day—make the motion. You and the 
Attorney General [Mr. V. Buren,] draw the mterrogatories and examine the wit> 
nesses. / cannot , and must rely wholly on you. 

The Bank is safe, and I mean to keep it so. I WILL RATHER SUFFER 
THE PUBLIC TO FRET A LITTlS, than hazard the safety of THE INSTI- 
TUTION by paying out TOO FAST. I have paid this week $8500— $600 of 
whidi was Walker. 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

P. S. — If Schuyler's note was payable /lere, I would take Washington and War- 
ren gladly, but hj his own act he has made it payable in Albany. Now let hin> 
pay what they will take, except I will take it in J Plattsburg and h current — 
h Burlington, h current. If he has our notes let him present them. If not 
paid, write Baird that it must be done forthwith, or he will be SUED-— Baiid will 
make him pay it. 

To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Ill State street, Albany. 

Sahdt Hill, July 14, 1819. 
DxAR Sir, 

Send the enclosed by the boat tomorrow — all goes well. The Chaneellor*» 
deciaioD, in my opinion is disgraceful, partial, unjustifiable — (inter nos.) I pay 
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from $ TOO to $ 1000 daalyw-diiefly in specie— fitft$^m^ aU FAIR AND PROP* 
£R calis, 

I yesterday tried the Repleyin oyer again, and after a prodigious hard conflict 
obtained the inquisition. This secures the estate. The lease did not arriTO in 
time for the trial, as 1 had it at Lake George. Got through summing up at 11 
o'clock — Jury out till after 1, A. M. — tough business I can assure you. After 
bank hours, rode through sun and dust to LaiLe George— 12 miles — tried the cause 
«»np till 2, A. M. — up again at ) past 4 — home before bank hours. 

CLINTON IS RAVING MAD, BESIDE BEING A FOOL. But I haye 
no time for more. Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

Capt. Coffin's letter contains cash. Let me know whether the Comptroller found 
the account of public monies received by the Attorney General [M. V. Buren] 
during my agency, correct. I furnished it last mail. 

(Sent by Mr. Bacon.) 

When it became evident that Mr. Barker would neither purchase the " good-will" 
of the broken Bank of Niagara, at Bufialo, nor sustain the Washington and War^* 
ren Bank, Mr. Hoyt removed from Albany to New York to practise law, having 
taken out licences^ as an attorney-at-law, and a Bolicitor^in-chancery« 



Saratoga Springs, Aug. 84th, 1819. 
To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York, 

Dkar Sir, ••••••••• Your brother 

[Lorenzo Hoyt,] has charge of the Bank during my absence — Mr. Barker left us 
this morning for the south. • • • • • Tke Bank mil go an paying daily^ 

IN A SLOW WAY, until Mr. B. [Barker] is able to give me some liberal assist* 
ance---and in the meantime I shall take it slow and easy for the future, without 
laboring as I haye done for the two months past, which have been in every respect 
the most laborious and perplexing of my life. I felicitate myself, however, with the 
reflection, that I have relieved MANY HUNDREDS ofwrsons who would have 
been aknost ruined if we had stopt as Mr. Barker advisea me — that I have kept up 
PARTIALLY the credit of the paper ICP in the vicinity of the Bank^ which in the 
event of stopping would hare been at 50 or 60 per cent discount — and, that in all 
that I have done, I have been actuated by a sincere desire to promote the interests 
of my employer, and the welfare and preservation of the community. • • • • 

In haste, your friend, 

B. F. BUTLER. 



CHAPTER V. 



Messrs* Butler and Barker"^ s management of the Washington and Warren^ and the 
Exchange Banks , reviewed. Their statements of the condition of these institutions* 
The truth told too late. Mr, Hoyt^s efficient agency* Puffs and puffers. 

Mr. Butler's public career-^is rapid advancement — the high and honorable 
posts he has occupied — the very lucrative situation he now fill&— his standing as 
a moralist, and professing christian — these are known — but of his principles, as 
developed in the preceding letters, his countrymen have hitherto remained in pro« 
found Ignorance. He denounces in the Sandy Hill Times, greedy speculators and 
arrogant monied aristocracies, and this too from the shop counter of a chartered, 
exclusive, banking monopoly, of which he was the richly endowed High Priest ; 
and which was then evaoing the payment of its just debts, by counting out six^ 
pences and other small chanee, to harrass those who held thousands of dollars of 
Its paper, for which they had given the full value. He tells the public that ** the 
Bank is able to pay, and intends to pay its notes," — that '* it has continued, and 
will continue its redemptions, and is abundantly able to pay all its debts to the 
uttermost fimhing,"'»and this he solemnly affirms on his honor as a man, and in 
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his official capacity as the presidinff officer of the corporation. His '< bulletin," as 
he calls it, was copied into the N. Y. Evening Post, the Albany papers, and all 
oyer the state. His fervent piety gave weight to his asservations — the people 
believed, were deceived, and he admits to Mr. Hoyt, in his letter of Nov. 16, that 
his character had suffered severely in consequence. 

If he told the truth, that the Bank was perfectly solvent, what are we to think 
of his abiding friendship for Jacob Barker, who had allowed its notes to fall to 40 
cents, cash ? Mr. Butler remained as President of the bankrupt concern until it 
was intimated that his princely income was to be taken away, next year in Feb- 
ruary. On the 9th of February, 1820, the notes of the W. and W. Bank were 
quoted in the Evening Post, as worth 374 cents — ^and on the 4th of March, at only 
35 cents per dollar, while Barker *s Exchange Bank notes had found their level at 
20 cents. Still we find President Butler at his desk in Sandy Hill ! 

On the 17th of September, 1821, Beers and Bunnell, quote W. and W. notes at 
45 to 50 cents ; and in October the Evening Post has W. and W. at 45 cents, and 
Barker's Exchange notes payable in N. Y., at only 12^ cents per dollar. Next 
year they were sold at 10 cents for a dollar note. In June, 1824, after the W. and 
W. Bank notes — ^from $ 150,000 to $ 300,000 — perhaps twice as much (for there 
is no believing any thing that such persons as Barker may assert) — after its notes 
were bought in at 50 to 75 per cent discount, then — but not till then — did this 
fraudulent concern, recommence again *' cash payments," which Mr. Barker or 
his instruments kept up for some years — ^but the Exchange Bank was a dead 
failure, of which its owner got rid by taking the benefit of the state insolvent law. 

In Au^st, 1819, Mr. Jacob Barker issued a pamphlet, dated at his Exchange 
Bank, a bundle of which he sent to Mr. Butler, at Sandy Hill, for general circula- 
tion—one of these is now before me. It states, 

That he (Mr. Barker,) began his Exchange Bank, in New York, with a sub- 
stantial capital of $250,000; that it flourished till May, 1819— that the average 
or usual circulation of its notes was over half a million of dollars — ^that in that 
month he ceased to pay out Exchange notes, substituting Washington and Warren, 
(which occasioned the run on his President, at Sandy Hill ;) — that from the 1st of 
August, 1818, to the 1st of May, 1819, he had redeemed at par $582,115 of W. 
and W. notes, '^ while others were purchasing them at a oiscount," — that from 
April 26th to June 19th, there was not one thousand dollars of the W. and W. 
bills returned for redemption — and that he considered the W. and W. Bank. 
** FROM THE KNOWLEDGE HE HAD OF ITS CONCERNS, AS GOOD 
AS ANY OTHER, IF NOT THE BEST IN AMERICA." 

Mr. Barker further said, in tliis pamphlet of his — ** because I know the paper to be 
goody I recommend to every man whose good opinion I wish to preserve^ to take the 
notes of the Washington and Warren Bank, and also the notes of the Exchange 
Bank for any property he wishes to seU.^^ 

Again — 

** The notes of the W. and W., payable in N. Y., will, from this date be punc- 
tually redeemed at this (Exchange) Bank ; and the others will continue to be 
redeemed at the Bank at Sandy HUl.'* 

'* I confidently calculate that no man will approach the polls at the next spring 
election, with a bill [of the Exchange Bank] in his pocket, which he cannot then 
convert into money, at par, if he chooses to do so." 

Time showed that all this was a deception of the most unprincipled, reprehen- 
sible character, but it did not diminish the close intimacy then subsisting between 
Jesse Hoyt, Jacob Barker, and Martin Van Buren ! 

After stating to his friend Hoyt, (23d of June,) that he had paid in cash two 
sums amounting to $ 166, Mr. Butler threatens that if any more such calls should 
appear, he would place them in their turn among the bank creditors he was then 
tantalizing with sixpences and other '^ small change." 

When Mr. Olcott complains of Banks which speculate in their own depreciated 
paper y and place their funds far from **the only spot where they pretend to 
redeem" their bills, (which was the case with the W . and W.) the meek sabbath 
keeping Mr. Butler, threatens to write for the papers, what would ^11 his 
(Olcott 's) *' bank to the quick." And when he (Butler) apprehended that his notes 
would be demanded when due, by banks holding quantities, he sent Jesse Hoyt to 
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terrify them by thieatening some, and trying others with Texations proceedings in 
Chancery. 

The location of Sandy Hill, far in the rear of Albany, ont of the way of all 
business, and to be approached only through bad roads, and at expense, was well 
chosen as a means to evade payments — and the selection of a young, keen, needy 
attorney, the partner of Mr. Van Buren, who could play off Chancery and other 
sorts of law, in lieu of specie, when trouble came ; who could drink wine with 
** the Young Patroon" for three hours, behind the bank counter, persuade him to 
take back the base notes of a base bank instead of specie, and give Hoyt the hint 
to '* fall in with him," and get his '' opinion" to be used as '' a le^l tender" to 
gull '* the Dutch," — are proofs of Barker's cunning. A Bank rresident who 
would pray of a Sunday, the loudest and the longest — and on the Monday chuckle 
over the credulity of his country neighbors, who while they received as dollars 
his worthless promises, believed he had tons of specie on the way to redeem them. 
If such a man shall be continued in the very responsible office of U. S. District 
Attorney, at N. Y., with $20,000 of yearly income, by Mr. Polk, or confirme.d by 
the Senate, should his name be sent to them, I have mistaken very much the feelings 
and temper of this great republic. 

In his ** secret" note to Mr. Hoyt, July 7, he tells him that there was plenty of 
means to pay, but he would now '' hold up." '* Ought not the public to wait 
a while?" Let ** the public fret a little." He was, (July 14), " satisfying all fair 
and proper calls," — and ^ August 24), Lorenzo Hoyt (his assistant) was ** paying 
in a slow way." This, too, not two months from the date of his assurance, 
through the press, that the bank had abundant means and would pay to the 
" uttermost farthing !" If David Henshaw failed in the Senate, what hope is there 
for B. F. Butler 1 He speaks of humanity and forbearance, and in the same breath 
(his 10th of July postscript) , bids Hojrt threaten poor Schuyler with the terrors of 
the law, if he would not redeem his note in belter currency than that which he 
and Barker had declared to be HJ* '* the best in America." 

Cases are on record, in which Bankers, with empty vaults, have handed parcels 
of their bills to pretended creditors, who appearing to come from a distance, and 
receiving, as it seemed, large sums in payment, have produced effects similar to 
that recorded of ** the Voung Patroon." I do not say that Wiswall was of that 
class, but it is evident, by Mr. Butler's own showing, that all his redemptions, 
both with cash and the bills of otlier banks, in May, June, and July, amounted to 
a smaller sum than a real bank pays in an hour or two in the ordinary transaction 
of its business. 

Among those who censured the universal stoppage of Bank payments, and the 
relief law of 1837, it is presumed that we will not find on record the name of 
Benjamin Franklin Butler. 

Mr. Hoyt got his friend Butler's letters published as pufis at Albany. ** Your 
extract was well timed," says Butler, (July 3d). Here is the extract. 

From the Albany Daily Advertiser. 

Washington and Warren Bank. 

Wednesday, 30th June, 1819. 
Messrs. Websters & Skinners, — The following is an extract from a letter, dated 
" Sandy Hill, June 29, 1819." If you think its publication will be of any service^ 
to community, you will please to give it a place in your paper. 

Sandt Hill, June 29, 1819. 
*' The run upon the bank still continues, but the alarm in this part of the country 
is wholly subsided. The appearance of Mr. Barker in good health and spirits among 
115, satisfied the people that the Washington and Warren Bank woiild sustain no loss 
by his temporary suspension. All are deligJUed with the accommodating disposition of 
Mr. Butler^ the President. When there were more calls than he could satisfy with 
his own hands, he called in his neighbors to assist him in paying. And when there 
were more than all could attend to, he requested those persons that came with the 
bills, to la^ them down and take as many dollars in specie as they lefr in bills, and 
retire to give room for others. Many came and saw the counter loaded down with 
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gold and silver, and went away satisfied that all was well, and thai Sandy IBU was 
not without its * grains ofgola.^ You may tell your Albany banks that they had 
better be a little more sparine of their denunciations, for their own vaults may 
have to atone for ti^e sins of their keepers. Sell all the goods you can for these 
notes. But you had better not send up until the alarm has proved groundless, as 
you may be trod on in the crowd. When you do send, however, you will always 
have the preference over brokers in being waited upon, for we do not much admire 
those leeches upon the ' body poUtic' in this part of the country.'' 

Another puff is given in the New York Evening Post, as an extract of a letter 
from Jacob Barker, dated 28th June. '' I left Sandy Hill yesterday. The bank 
has not stopped payment — U will not stop payment; which please promulgate," &c. 



CHAPTER VI. 



De Witt CSinton blamed in life, but praised afterwards. Party spirit degenerating 
into faction. Hints for the Convention of 1846. 

'< Clinton is raving mad, beside being a fool," sa3rs Mr. Butler, in one of his 
private letters to Mr. Hoyt. *' I think the situation of the Governor is daily 
becoming more desperate," says he again. Expressions like these are not unfre- 

Suent in his correspondence, but it would appear, on reference to his remarks and 
le resolutions which he moved in the House of Assembly, at the time of Mr. 
Clinton's death, that he had about that time changed his opinion. He there spoke 
of '' the illustrious dead," whose name was more likely to be perpetuated in 
history than that of any other son of New York since its first settlement — said 
there never had been aught personal in his (Mr. B.'s) opposition, save respect for 
the character and admiration of the talents of a man '* whose ambition it was to be 
distinguished as the friend of learning and morals, and as the advocate and patron 
of every measure, calculated to promote the welftire, or increase the glory of the 
State." 

'< Let the statesmen of the present day, those who are now engaged in the career 
of ambition, learn wisdom from his example. The grave of Clinton will soon cover 
the recollections of his political honors, and in it will be buried the triumphs and 
reverses of the hour. But his fame as the patron of schools and seminaries of leam« 
ing, as the friend of morals and benevolence, and as the ardent champion of every 
ffreat public improvement, will flourish while time shall last. Need I remind you of 
his efiorts to call out and to foster the latent genius of our people ? Need I speak of 
his labors in aid of that great work which has conferred so much glory on his native 
State, and so largely contributed to the happiness of its inhabitants ? By connecting 
his fortunes with the success of that stupenoous project, and by devoting to it the best 
energies of his mind, what an unfading wreath did he secure ! So long as the waters 
of the great lakes shall flow, through this new channel to the AUantic, so long shall 
history record his name ! 

I have quoted Mr. B.'s remarks from the New York Statesman of February 15, 
1828. Mr. Van Buren's, in a meeting of members of Congress from New York 
State, held in the Capitol at Washington, February 19, are taken from Greneral 
Green's Telegraph : 

*' The high order of his talents, the untiring zeal and great success with which 
those talents have, through a series of y^ars, been devoted to the prosecution of 
plans of great public utility, are also known to you" • • • • *' the greatest 
miprovement of the age in which we live was commenced under the guidance of 
his councils, and splendidly accomplished under his immediate auspices" « • • • 
''the triumph of his talents and patriotism, caimot fail to become monuments of 
high and enduring fame." Mr. v. B. then moved a resolution declaring Mr. 
Clmton the *' proudest ornament" of New York State, and '* a distinguished public 
benefactor." 
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Why it was that Mr. Butler and his friends gare to the measnres of Governor 
Clinton an ahnost indtscriminating opposition — ^why Silas Wright, Azariah C. 
Flagff, and the party enlisted under Mr. Van Buren, taking advantage of an acci- 
dentu majority in the legislature, remored him from his seat at the canal hoard, 
where he had sat without salary, neither Mr. Van Buren's nor Mr. Butler's 
eulogies will explain — ^but the following extracts from a letter from the Clerk of 
the Hou^ of Assembly, may aid those who are in the habit of guessing : 

Edward Limngstony Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

[Post mark, Albany, Dec. 5,] 1823. — '' Esleeck put the stories in circulation in 
New York that I was under Van Buren's influence, made a speech, &c., but you 
know without my telling you, that he is an egregious liar. • • • • I have 
seen the Goyemor [Yates] since I last wrote. He is decidedly in favor of Caucus 
nominations, and confoundedly puzzled about giving the choice of Electors to the 
People — but he says that the Republican party ought not to be afraid to go to the 
People, 

He will recommend the measure, in my opinion. This I wrote you before — 
but, if possible, I am now surer of it than I was before. 

The Republican members of the House, it is thought, will hold a Caucus ujfon this 
question; and, after coming to a conclusion, all go one way or the otner. IP 
CLINTON IS VERY DANGEROUS THEY WILL GO ONE WAY, AND 
IF ms THOUGHT HE CANNOT MAKE ANY DIFFICULTY THEY 
WILL GO T'OTHER WAY." 

Was Cardinal De Retz very far wrong when he said, that *' nothing but a ooDr 
tinuance of good fortune is able to fix most men's friendship t" 



Extract from a letter — Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse— dated at Albany, 
December 24th, 1823. — '* A meeting has been called, and is now, this moment, m 
full operation, in relation to the Presidential Electors. It was started by two 
notorious political renegadoes, to wit, W. Esleeck and Jaeob Lansing — ^men who, 
despairing of becoming great by any other means than through the medium of such 
meetings, and who have become misanthropes because the world and its people 
will not acknowledge their superiority uid greatness. To naatie a few of those 
who composed the meeting will supercede the necessity of any further comment as 
to its political cast — ^P. T. Parker, E. Baldwin, William James, J. Alexander, the 
Townsends, P. Gansevoort, the Cassidys, G. Hawley, Spenoer, Stafibrd, &o. I 
trust that Republicans and the People in general will know from whom this 
popular measure, of giving the choice of EUctors to the People^ emanates. The 
measure itself I must say, as I always have said, is a Rqaubhcan one—4na the source 
from which it springs will render it unpopular with lO* Republicans." 



CHAPTER Vn. 



Mr. Butler feels public censure — is considered as bad as Barker. He exhorts Mr. 
Hoyt to keep the Sabbath-succeeds Judge Skinner — is ambitious, quotes Ouar, 
becomes an active fo/ttician^— a bucktail. Mr. Barker stops his salary, and takes the 
benefit of the Insolvent Laws, Judge Van Ness^s ermine siUlied by bank contact. 

Sandt Hill, Not. 16, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. 

My Dear Sir, — ••••••lam certain that no 

poor wight ever labored more sincerely for the public good, or received more of 
wbUc censure and abuse. For the last seven or eight weeks, however, we have 
nad comparatively quiet times, and I have had some leisure for law riding and 
law labor. 
You are right in supposing that the late catastrophe (for I consider it the end of 
4 
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that drama) in the Exchange Bank, is a common misfortune. To me ( 
is a great one. / had cheetfuUy suffered the depreciation of OUR PAPER^ that w . 
B. r Barker] might in the meantime bend all his efforts to the Exchange Bank, and 
in the resumption of payment there, hoped for the most auspicious results. The 
matter is past mending, and no doubt it is all for the best. We continue paying 
daily in a small tray, more to relieve the sufferings of community than for any other 
purpose. Tlie credit of the paper is veiy low in this country — hardly any one takes 
It at par — and were it not lor the small payments of which I spoke, no one of my 
neighbors would have any confidence in the ultimate solvency of the institution. 
Some few, inferring from what has been done and what is now doing, that the 
intention is TO PRESERVE THE BANK, are raiher disposed to think favorably 
of the concern. • • • • • 

By the bye, my character is so depreciated at Albany (according to report) that 
but few of my old acquaintances would acknowledge or receive me. Some of 
them, I hear, have the kindness and condescension to compassionate and pity me, 
while others consider me full as bad as Jacob Barker ^ which in these days is con- 
sidered a pretty severe specimen of invective and reproach. So be it. 

They cannot rob me of free nature's grace, 
They cannot shut the windows of the akj, 
They cannot bar my constant feet to trace 
The woods and lawns, by liring stream at eve, 
Of fancy, reason, virtue, nought can me l)ereave. 

I am sorry to observe that you are obliged to turn casuist in order to reconcile 
your Sunday labors to your own sense of duty. • • • • • No true conso- 
lation can ever be derived from any thing that requires the neglect of a religious 
duty. The ways of wisdom, and of wisdom only, '' are ways of pleasantness" — 
her paths, and hers only, *' are paths of peace." Mrs. Butler joins in affectionate 
remembrance. Truly yours, 

B. F. B. 

Sandy Hill, Dec. 17, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany. 

My Dear Sir, — ^We have been much troubled by visitors at the 
Bank for the 10 days past. The Court of Common Pleas, which sat in the village 
a part of two weebi, has just adjourned. You can hardly conceive how much I 
was vexed and molested. Every man who owned a dollar of our paper made a 
point of bringing it along. I made my debut as an attorney — was employed in two 
causes which I tried and argued, and had very good success. There is' but little 
law business doing in this county. Such complaints you never heard from law- 
yers, of the dullness of the times and the scarcity of money. 

Most truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 



[Mailed, Hudson, Feb. 9.] 

Hudson, Feb. 7th, 1820. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Attorney at Law, New York. 

Dear Friend, — The release for Mr. Youle is enclosed. 
We have no Commissioner at our milage^ {the men fit for it being chiefly BuckiailsA^ 
and I therefore brought it with me. •••••••• You are THE 

ONLY PERSON to whom I ever write except on business topics, and perhaps I 
should write less frequently than I now do were it not for the occasional necessity 
of the correspondence. Not that I dislike the employment, or have forgotten the 
friend — ^neither is the case. 

I have a tolerable prospect of getting a livelihood by my profession at Sandy 
Hill, the appointment of Mr. Skinner and his consequent desertion of the bar, hav- 
ing left room for some other person. I have taken bis office, but whether I shall 
fill his place remains to be seen. I have been urged to hold myseilfin reserve until 
spring and then remove to New York with an old fuend of ours,* (M. V. B.), but I 

^Mfrtin^Yan Bu^Ur 
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prefer remaining where I am. ''A rolling stone gathers no moss," and though I 
certainly would not have gone from Alhany had I known what would have fol- 
lowed, I have too much pride to keep always on the move — and upon the whole 
do not regret the removal. Besides, I doubt whether it would be advisable to lo- 
cate myself in New York, even with the aid of wealth and talents. The saying of 
Casar's, thai he would ratfver be the first in a small village than the second at Rome, 
is a fair expression of the sentiments of most men. At I\ew York I could never hope 
to be even the SECOiND— where I am [Sandy Hill] perhaps it may not be too we- 
sumptuous to aspire to higher honors, i believe Mr. Van Buren does not vnsn to 
have it known that he removes to New York in the Spring, therefore, if you have 
not already heard of it, you will please consider what I say as inter nos. I am 
fearful that Mr. Barker's misfortunes will prevent you from realizing all the pros- 
pects you indulged in when I last saw you. 

Since my resolution to get all the law business I could, and to present myself 
before the public in that capacity, I have thrown off the restraints I had before 
preserved with regard to an interference in County affairs, and have engaged with 
some warmth, but pure intentions (as I hope,) in the political warfare. 

Education, habit, inclination and principle all conspire to make me A BUCK- 
TAIL. I have no sinister views to gratify — no resentments to satiate — no other 
object but the well being of the State — therefore my endeavors shall be to confine my- 
self within the golden rule, of *^ doing to others what I would have them do to 
me." 

I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, stating that the bank was unable to 
pay me the salary I have hitherto received any longer, which is what I have been 
compelled to look for for some time past, and which will render my prospects rather 
gloomy. B. F. BUTLER. 



CHAPTER Vra. 



Mr. Butler on Judge W. W, Van Ness. Van Ness and the Bank, Butler, Barker, 
and the conspiracy trials of 1826-7. The Life and Fire Company. Stockjobbing. 
Barker*s Conviction and Letters. Mr. Van Buren and the Washington and 
Warren Bank Charter. 

Mr. Butler to Mr. Hoyt. 

Albany, March 17, 1820. 

My dear friend, • • • • • It is but seldom that I hear from our friend 

Mr. Barker, for the very substantial reason, as I suppose, that he has nothing to 
communicate. Do you think he will be discharged in April t And can you form 
any sort of estimation as to the ultimate result of his affairs? •••••• 

I do not yet precisely know what are Mr. Van Buren 's expectations, nor do I be- 
lieve he does himself. Mr. Edmonds, who is now with him, has had some con- 
versation with him on the subject of business at New York, but I have no appre- 
hensions that he would form a connection unth so young a practitioner* • • • • 

• • • • The •Committee of Inquiry intended to report next week, but as 

*Mr. Butler here alludes to a committee of the Aseembly, appointed to inquire Into the conduct of 
Judge W. W. yon Neas, accuaed of taking bribea. In January. 1820, the N. Y. American made a specific 
charge against the Judire, a member of tlie Aaaembly of N. Y., and an Attorney of Columbia Co., that 
they had shared §20.000 of a bribe from the bank of America for assisting in the paaaage of its special char* 
ter. in 18ia General Root moved for a Committee on the 28ih, to Inquire whether it was true that Judge 
y. N. had accepted #5000 for his services to the bank in the Council of Revision, and remarked, " that if 
all the circumstances of bribery and corruption that marked the progress of that charter were to be devel- 
oped and unraveled, it would take the committee a long time to perform their duty." A committee of nine 
was apnointed. The Judjgo, instead of coming manfully forward, like an innocent man, asked to be al- 
lowed the aid of four distinguished lawyers, he himself also pleading his own cause. Six of the conunittee 
were also lawyers, and their chainnan was the partner of the Judge's senior counsel. Quirks and quibbles 
there were in abundance, but, say Messrs. Charles King, J. A. Hamilton, and Johnston yerplanck, in The 
American, of April 13th—" under all these restrictions our case was fully made out." It was shown that, 

I. The Board of Directors of the bank of America refused to permit so much of their book of minutes to 
be seen by the Committee as contained the entry for the payment to Elisha Williams, of #20,000, with the 
uses it was to be put to, and the motives for the payment, ibough thai entry would probably have settled 
the question. 



28 BANKERS AND JUDGES IN TBOUBLE. 

Judge Van Ness ha« not yet returned, I do not believe they will be ready. That 
concern looks very dark for his Honor. If he is innocent he has been very unwise 
in the course he has adopted. If he shall be convicted, ultimately, what a degrad* 
ing circumstance it will be for the judicial character of our State ! It was once 
our pride and ornament — ^but how are the confidence and respect of the public to 
be preserved when its members are suspected^ much less when they are arraigned 
for *' high crimes and misdemeanors ? " — ^In truth your very sincere friend, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

The reader may have perhaps had an impression that, in 1819, Mr. Butler was in 
some degree, the dupe of his cunning relative, Jacob Barker. Such was in no re- 
spect the case. Between these financiers and their friend Mr. M. Van Buren the 
very best understanding continued to prevail, and prevails to this very hour. Mr. 
Butler acted as Mr. Barker's agent long after he left Sandy Hill — did business for 
the W. & W. bank, when, after '* getting in its notes," it opened shop again — 
was Mr. Barker's advocate when, in 1826-7 he was thrice tried, never acquitted 
but again and again declared to be guilty of enormous frauds, by upright and in- 
telligent juries, in the New York Circuit Court — and pleaded hard with the jury 
not to convict, aiding also other '* financiers" then there placed in some trouble, 
to appease a pillaged and insulted community, and escape the penitentiary and 
pillory, a doom which some of them very richly merited.* 

2. The receipt which Mr. Burrall took from Williama for that euiii, which he handed to his micceaeor and 
Mked him to bring It to Albany, the latter refuaed, aaying it would not be neceaaarx, and when at Albany 
denied all recollection of it. 

3. Mesan. John Duer and Rudolph Bunner swear positively that Judge Van Ness twice confessed to each 
of them, separately, that he was entitled to one third of the 920,000 received by Williams— that he feared 
that Williams meant to defraud him, and only give him 9500O— that the money was a gratuity to him (ttie 
Judge) from the bank of America— and that Williams claimed a part of the cash for OnMvenor, of Columbia 
Co., on the express grounds that he had been as useful in getting the bill through the Legislature as either 
of them. This was the bank which Governor Tomplcina prorogued the Legislature rather than agree to its 
incorporation in 1812. 

4. It was shown that Judge Y. N. liad given contradictory accounts of the ¥ray he became entitled to this 
" gratuity." — that Mr. Williams had done the same— and that a story about an agreement of the bank of 
America lo lend the (country) bank of Columbia 9150,000 in cash, for 15 years, at 3 per cent interest, on 
the security of the corporation, to benefit the former bank, for cancelling which Mr. Williams asserted that 
the #20,000 was obuined, was quite abeurd. Mr. Wolcott, who alone conducted the negotiation with Mr. 
Williams, swore he never heard of it— and that no additional security was asked or given — that a loan was 
agreed on, but at 6 per cent instead of 3— to prove which he produced the original proposal of even date 
with the bond. The Judge got the 95000, it ia true, but Oeneial Root's inquiry affected his health— he died 
some years ader. 

What a dangerous thing, in a country where every one depends on the law as a protector, Is it to have 
judges ready to hold out the hand for " a ffratuity," while with the tongue and pen they sit as the paid min- 
isters of the law, perverting justice! With Mr. Van Ness, bank gratuities were not new. When,, in 
March. 1805, a faithful committee of the Assembly of that day asked leave to report the evidence of vbol^ 
aale bribery in the matter of the Merchants' Bank charter, leave was refused, and six members implicated in 
the charge added, to delay or crush investigation ; of these Mr. Van Ness was the first named, and he ap- 
peare in unenviable preeminence on the menrorials of legislative frailty in those early times uf bank fraud. 
The press bad expooed the legislature— M/. Van Nesa voted for a motion to prosecute the editor of the Cit- 
izen for libel, which was agreed to, and agttinst another to permit him on the trial to give the truth in evi- 
dence, and it was rejected. 

Jud«e Van Ness and Elisha Williams were old colleagues, gentlemen of talent, parhapa, but aeflminfij 
viganflasa of the inatitutions and morals of their country. I think it was Governor Lewis who selected this 
corrupt legislator as a Supreme Court judge, in 1809. 

* The extraordinary tailuies, Indictments, and triahi of 1826-7, and the parti played in them by Mesais. 
3utlar and Barker ought to receive a brief notice here. 

It is the interest of the land owner and steady-going buainees-man and capitalist, to have the currency, 
the money in circulation, bv which houaea, lands, manufacturea, labor Stc. are measured, of one real 
substantial, uniform value. When gamblers in the legislature are allowed to tamper with the "oney cu^ 
rant in the countrv, they pursue their private interesu at the expense of the sute, which they 'P'^"^ 
throw into confusion, create innumerable profitable jobs at every turn of the dice, change their ideal P*PJ* 
shekels into the more solid substance of land, and laugh at the folly of ita ancient posaossors, in allowing 
them to do all this. Mr. Barker, having, as hs says, nothing more to lose, entered Wall 'JJf^^ Jt^ 
dealer in atocks and funda, acrip and hocus pocus ; and in September 1826 was indicted by a riew x ora 
gnad jury, along with Messrs. Mark Spencer (who had figured in 1823, in the Chemical Bank viairs,; u- 
W. Brown, and othera, for conspiring together to swindle or defraud the Morris Canal, Tradesmen s, anu 
Fulton Banks, and the Life and Fire Co., all of that city. After a trial of twenty-five days the ju>7^^^ 
•greed, a lottery-office broker, having, as it ia elated, stood out for Barker. They were tried a«ra«u »« J»» 
Circuit Court, before Judge Edwanfa, in November, and found guilty. Barker applied ^^^^^^^ 
Court, got a new trial, and was on the 12th of July, 1827, a aecond Ume found guilty. Mr. Mw^wi, 
Piatrict Attorney, did his duty nobly, in behalf of the country— but what wlU not money, parjy *??"!Sv| 
and a host of influential and learned counsel effect for a partisan atock-Jobber, when cau^nt ■Jj^'^^ .^ qq 
The indictmenu, trials, verdicu, and the expenae, vast as that must have been, ended iQ *■ '^^i„ n^Mn 
honaat citisans. and Jacob escaped the State Priaon, through the aid of such a Judiciary »«, *^ o«u*»> 
Hoyt, Blair, Butler, and O'SuUi van describe. I hope the Convention, in 1846, will purify it a l|tu«- 

It was atated on Barker'a trials that he had lent the Life and Fire Co. 9130,000 to prevent it ttom bwv 
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On the 7th <^ May, 18S1, the Sandy Hill Times annonneed, that the banking 
boaineas would soon be remixned in that village, and that Mr. George R. Barker, the 
successor of B. F. Butler, as cashier, had arrived, and was preparing for the re- 
sumption of payments in ** the precious metal." No such resumption, howeveri 
took place for years — this anoouncement was, itself, a new speculation at the 
exnense of the farmer. 

In 1823, this 6. R. Barker was in Nantucket, making interest to be a New 
York auctioneer. In 18^, its notes being bargained for at a few cents per dollar, 
the bank began to pay again for a time. 

ping pa]rment--ftnd thia at a time whoQ that corporation was making dividends out of pretended profits, 
whicn induced the public to place confidence where none was due. How could he, an insolvent debtor, 
with two broken banks tied to his skirts, lend any one 9130.000 7 If he had that sum why did he not pay 
his debts? Barker's brother-in-law became bankrupt in Liverpool, Jan. 1816, but he says he lost hut 
very little by him— that his (Barker's} original capital was 9250,000, and that his bank note circulation 
was for a long time over half a million of dollars ! What losses did he susuin to outweigh ttie vast capi- 
tal and enormous gains here displayed before us? Messrs. Butler and Barker joined, in August, 1819, in 
the most solemn and apparently sincere declarations, that the wealth to poyall debu was sure and abun- 
dant. Then comes poverty— then 1 130,000 (in Butler's speech he says 9230.016] are lent to prop adis- • 
honest corporation— fraud, say the juries, followed next, and there the curtain drops Not only did 
Barker hire the most eminent lawyers of the age to defend him, but was also indulged by the judge with 
the privilege, denied to poorer men, of speaking for himself as if he had been undefended by others— but all 
would not do. 

During his second trial, Mr. Maxwell asked his friend and witness, Joseph D. Beers~'< Is Mr. Barker a 
man of large property or an insolvent 7" The reply wao— " As relates to his Exchange notes I believe 
he doea not pay Mef»--but he fulfills all his other engagements. Ht deaU to a very great amount— makes 
large contracts— and always seems to have thb vbanb and disposition to fulfill them." 

In August, 1824, the Life and Fire Co. had 9440,000 on hand— being aU its capital, and 960,000 of profits. 
From that day to its hopeless insolvency in July, 1826, not a line was written either in Statement Book, 
Journal, or Ledger— they were ail kept eighteen months, designedly, blank, with officers getting 92,260 
each to fill them up I The Oompany had a president with 92,260 salary, a secretary at 92,260 more, also bis 
assistant, and two clerks. Mr. Barker was at the ofllice almost every day for six months before the failure, 
and during these six months the directors were never once assembled ? When the concern was ready to 
fail, Vermilyea, a director, and one or two of the clerks opened the iron chest and handed to Barker securi- 
ties for debta due the company to the amount of 9600,000, and made no entry on the books tbai they had 
done 80 ! This assignment would have enabled Mr. Barker to pay himself m full for the money he had 
lent, when he bought the bonds at a great discount, and also to nave bargained for other worthless oUiga- 
tiotts of the bankrupt concern, to use as a set-oflT against the securities In his hands, while other creditors 
would have gone penniless. If, by an understanding with the officers, he knew that 9617,000 value in securi- 
ties would be delivered to him at the failure, July 18, that knowledse would have enabled him to prepare for 
making the most of the preference, which the officers made of him to receive the spoil. Was there no 
consideration in the case 1 Believe that who can. 

They also appointed him (an insolvent debtor !) their attorney and agent to wind up the concern. Is not 
this very like Beers's N. A. Trust Co. and its eight or ten trusu? 

The company had not been two years, in business, with a capital of 9400,000, when it failed for a mil- 
lion of dollan, ruining many, and evidently so intending. Lives were insured ; ditto, houses from danger 
by fire; ditto, risks by sea voyages; trusts were received, annuity business done, and the whole was a 
mere jack-o-lantem or will-o-the-wiap to deceive the unwary by " act of parliament." Books in confusion, 
directors cashiered, officers fraudulently dividing profits when both stock and profits had vanished, enormous 
debts contracted, the public (Sundered, honett Jacob Barker the only gainer— he, who knowing that a lend- 
ing institution was always borrowing at a sacrifice, declared it to be to hit knoteUdft wlverU and rood f 
In May, 1826, 9250,000 in Life and Fire bonds were very dureputablv exchanged for 2500 shares of illorris 
Canal stock, this again was exchanged for 2000 shares of Fulton Bank stock, which went into the hands of 
the Mercantile Company that same day, was at once transferred to Catlin, Worth, Sec.; the avails finally 
got within the grip of honett Jacob Barker— and 97000 of commissions were paid to Spencer and Brown, 
two of the Fulton directors, as an inducement for them to aeree to the exchange. 9260,000 value of 
Tradesmen's Bank stock were transferred to Aid. Rathbone for Life and Fire bonds, of which Barker had 
800 shares. Why had he them 9 Why did he return ttwm f 

Mr. Leaviit. now the Receiver of the N. A. Trust Co., was a strong witness a^nst Barker— he asked 
him very insulting questions, and when rebuked, said he had done so to impeach him, and that he had im- 
peached himself. For thus calling Mr. Leavitt perjured he was fined 9100— he next libelled two of the 
jurora, was tried for so doing, found guilty and fined. He showed, that of 10,000 shares in the Fulton Bank, 
the Commissionera had given 5000 to one man— Alderman Rathbone— who, although he had not paid one 
cent on his shares, controlled the elections, which control and stock he sold to Spencer and Brown, who 
were convicted with himself, for a bonus of 976,000— being his share at least ot the profits of " special 
privileges." 

I have been thus particular in adverting to Mr. Barker's career after the failure of a bank of his, which, 
to Aifl knowiedge, as he eaid, was "as good as any other, if not the very best, in America," in order 
that his conduct and Mr. Butler's language on his (Barker's) last trial (June and July, 1827) may be com- 
pared. Mr. Barker published (CSould, printer) in 1827, the trial in one volume, with his friend Butler's 
speech, to which I shall now refer. Butler grumbles because the spectatore, " governed by the same spirit 
that inflames the ferocious savage, when he uttera the yell of triumph in the eara of a foe, prostrete at his 
feet, or bound to the blaains tree, had dared once and a^n, in a manner the most reprehensible, to interrupt 
the solemnities of this trial, and to exult in the anticipated manyrdom of my devoted client"— and the 
Dswspapera speaking of one of the verdicts of guiltv, add that It was received with acclamations tbat shook 
the hall— it was public indignation against the evil doera, and could not be controlled. 

Mr. Butler next lugs in religton, and says " you will join with me in supplicating the Father of Lights," 
Ac. " If you wished to make yourselves acquainted with the properties of an insect you would use a 
microscope; but when you desire to inveetlgate the elements and relations of a planet, you will select a 
larnr Instrument. Give to Mr. Barker the benefit of this obvious principle. *##**! csa 
defend him with a clear conscience. « • « * « He has ever been found felthful to his trust." p. 
838 to 964. 



30 HOW THE WASBINOTON AND WARBEN BANK WAS CHAETBBBD. 

In a letter, from New York, March 19, 1893, Mr. Jacob Barker writes to Mr. 
Jesse Hoyt, *' I have no news to tell you— -am poor, out of business, with bad 
prospects, yet cannot but smile at the freats of fortune — money very scarce, stocks 
falling. . . . What think you of the application for the TVadesmen^s Bank f I 
feel an interest in its favor on account of Mr. Worth— yet I cannot believe it will 
pass. ... If she [Ross's ship] goes the rounds well, she will probably make 
him a great voyage while I a poor deval am not making any thing." 

Deval,tenfic, disolved, vissit, proclame, co-opperate, will ahow Mr. Barker's way 
of spelliog certain words in his autograph letters. 

To B, F. Butler, Esq., Albany. 

Bank of Washington and Warren, Dec. 99, 1696. 
Dkar Sir — ^This will be handed ^ou by J. F. Shirrill, who goes to Albany for 
the purpose of procuring some specie. I want $3000, and send you that amount 
in biUs. Mr. Barker says he has written Mr. Olcott on the subject. I should not 
trouble you, but want the business done correctly, and fear to trust it alone with 
Ab. Shirrill. I send a draft for $ 3000 ; which, if Mr. O. prefers, you will please 
hand him — ^but I should prefer his taking the notes. If you have to give bun the 
draft you will please deposit the notes in the M. and F. Eiank, to our credit, which 
will make a specie deposit of that amount in Albany. 

Yours with esteem, G. R. BARKER, Cashier. 

How could Mr. Jacob Barker, if he was poor, lend, in 1895-6, immense sums of 
money to banks and insurance companies, and be honestly possessed of stocks valued 
at a million of money? If poor, in 1899, how was he able to organize an associa- 
tion to control the North Kiver Bank ? If he had means then, why did he not 
redeem at par the bills of the Washington and Warren Bank, which had, by the 
dishonest proceedings I have mentioned, been forced upon the public? Or, if his 
credit was mending, why did he allow four years and a half to elapse between the 
failure and reopening of the concern ? Was not the Exchange Bank, which he 
did not pretend to reinvigorate, enough, or must the public bleed yet farther 1 Able 
personal, political, and financial friends— a long purse — ^rottenness somewhere (not 
among the New Yorkers, nor in the jury box, certainly) — saved him from well 
merited punishment — and in 1898 he set up for Senator for the first district, puffed 
himself in Noah's Advocate, and finding that New York had no desire to benefit 
by his senatorial talents, prudently resigned in favor of his friend Cp the inventor 
of the Tammany Hall Bank, Mr. Stephen Allen. 



Mr, Fitz Greene Halleck to Mr, L, Hoyt, at Albany. 

New York, May 1, 1899. 
Dear Sir — I send by the steamboat Victory, which leaves here this aAemoon 
at 5 o'clock, a box containing bank notes addressed to George R. Barker, Sandy 
Hill, which we shall be much obliged by your forwarding to him by the very first 
opportunity. I wish you to keep a memorandum of all the expenses you are at, 
and the various transactions you attend to, and make suitable charge therefor. It 
is all for account of corporations *' which have no souls," whose stockholders can- 
not expect confidential services of this kind to be performed without paying. 
Your assured friend, 

F. G. HALLECK, for Jacob Barker. 



Jacob Barker, New York, to Lorenzo Hoyt, Albany, 

New York, 1st May, 1830. 
Dear Sir — You have herewith recommendation of sundry persons interested in 
the Bank of Washington and Warren.* If Mr. Sherman should be selected, he 

* How far Mr. Jacob Barker was interested in tbe original application for a charter to the Waahinffton and 
Wuren Bank— if at all— is not generally known. The bill, as it passed the Aasembly, appointen Haleejr 
Rogers, a creature of Mr. Van Buren's. and others, to " open the books !" and distribute the stock, (then 
worth 20 to 26 per cent premium,) amon? the faithful. HaJsey was a true type of the Van Bureri judiciary, 
Jlnt Judge 0.' I) of Warren County, and, no doubt correctly described on tbis Senate journal of 1S24, as a 
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will give Aldennan Gideon Lee and John R. Hedley, Esqa., as secimty — ^they are 
highly respectable and responsible men. Alderman Lee is very rich. The names 
of some stockholders have been mentioned, but as a question of liability will arise 
from the peculiar phraseology of the act of incorporation, I think it would be very 
unwise to appoint any party interested, therefore I hope that Mr. Lathrop or Mr. 
Sherman will be appointed, or both of them. 

Yours sincerely, JACOB BARKER. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Mr, Butler abandons Sandy Hill. Lorenzo Hoyt^s morals. Poverty of the brothers 
Hoyt. Albany. Office only for Bucktails. War to be avoided. Trie Convention 
of 1846. 

I think it is De Retz who tells us that ** those that are guilty of ingratitude 
seldom perceive it, because the same inclination that leads them to it, leads them 
first to lessen in their thoughts, the obligations ihey have received from their bene- 
factors." 

▼ile character, " guilty" of letting himmlf dishonestly out " for auch rewards aa may be extorted from the 
feaiB and hopes of applicants to the Legislature," and from " the timid and desperate." So aaith Sudam's 
Report, and no doubt truly. 

The Regency Senate threw out the bill, March a4th, 1817, Cantlne and his brother-in-law Buren both 
declaiming and voting against it. Yeas 15— nays 13. 

Four days after, Senator Hart moved to restore the bill— this required two-thirds of the Senate, which bad 
then 27 members. If Mr. Van Burea was opposed to banks, why did ho vote for this bill, when hia men 
tUmenet would have prevented it from bein)^ a^in placed on the order of the day 7 And having done so, 
why did he deny it in 1836. and declare, in his Sherrod Williams letter, that he had never voted but for the 
old Buffalo Bonk 1 Are not 18 two-thirds of 27— and was not he one of the 18 ? Was not his relative, 
Cantine of the Areus, another? What sort of argumenig had the applicants for this bank used in the 
course of tlie four days with a couple of money-loving lawyers, who had " special privileges" to bestow or 
withhold, which induced them to talk and vote on both sides— fot and against— bank and anti-bauokf 
Guess, reader— guess. 

" Of all inventions which have been put in operation, in this country, to promote the inoidinate accumu- 
lation of wealth, the most exceptionable are incorporated companies ; and the worst of all incorporated 
companies are BANKS."— Lt/e of Van Buren, by Holland, aesiated by Butler, p. 301. 

" Their notes are called money, and are made to perform its functions ; and theprerogative of the Federal 
Government has thus, in fact, been usurped by those corporate bodies."— /6. p. 3W. 

" It is well known that those lathers of democracy, George Clinton and Daniel D. Tompkins, were opposed 
to banking incorporations of almost every kind. Mr. Van Buren coincided with them in this sentiment, and 
it was, doubUess, the general sentiment of the democracy of tiie State."- /6. p. 86. 

Demrathenes caught a cold— a very bad cold— after accepting the golden bribe of his country's enemies. 
He could no longer speak in public— he was so very hoarse. Messrs. Bishop and Kemble might, like the 
Athenian orator, fall from a state of political grace /or a time, but surelv their great leader coulanH ! "I 
have always been opposed to the increase of banks," said he to Sherrod Williams. How could be be expected 
to add, " and therefore recommended and voted for them ! ! " "I have known" Mr. Van Buren " long and 
intimately," said Senator Benton. " He is a real hard-money man ; opposed to the paper system ; in favor 
of a national currency of goU." And yet this hard-monev man could wheel about ana restore to life Jacob 
Barker's W. and W. Bank, receiving a new light within the space of four days. Wonderful ! And bis law 
partner, Mr. Butler, could, with his advice and consent, accept the presidency of that fraudulent corpora- 
tion—and when it had closed its doors, return back to his ola partnership. Miraculous ! "An introduc- 
tion of a new bank into the most distant of oar villages, placea the business of that village within the 
influence of the money power of England," said Mr. Van Buren, in a presidential message from Washing- 
ton—but he omitted to teU that he bad placed within that and other yet worse influences the bank once 
located up at Sandy Hill I 

The " restoration" of the W. and W. took place on the 28th— Mr. Enoa T. Throop's Auburn Bank 
bill paased the Senate next day, without an opposingvoice— Mr. Van Buren and everybody else being in ita 
favor. Next came the final passage of the W. and W. (March 3l8t.) and the Senate that had been 15 to 13 
against it, sent it up to the Governor and Council, bv a vote of 15 to 6. Cantine now for the bill— Van 
Buren below the bar I Senatora Mallory and Swart had voted it down at their leader's bidding on the 24th ; 
DOW they wheeled into line and voted it up again I 

The W. and W. Bank bill provided that it was to issue lu notes whenever the stockholders had paid into 
Its capacious vaults ten cents on the dollar of its capital, and that the operations of discount and deposito 
were to be carried on at Sandy Hill only. What its operation* there consisted in, may be seen by consulting 
the descriptive epistles of Mr. President Butler. By the month of Februanr, ISl'J, its promises to pay 
•278,693, were in the hands of the people, in the form of bank notes, yielding Mr. Barker #19,628 of interest, 
from that source alone. How was it in February, 1820 i 

Mr. Barker doflbd his Quaker garb about the time that war was decided on, in 1812, and turned fund- 
monger. After his insolvency, in 1821-2. he challenged his neighbor, David Rogere, to fight a duel, was 
tried, convicted, and declared ineligible to nold any office. What the revising court did with the sentence I 
have not heard. " Duels are a happv invention of civilization, which enable the man who has injured 
another, to shoot him also, and gives him who has for yeara forfeited his honor, the power of fighting, to 
prove that though he possesses not the substance, he adheres to the shadow." 

Mr. Barker, Hasaid, his father-in-law (a Fulton Bank director.) J. A. Buchanan and othera, petitioned 
Oongras for a Bank of the United Sutes, with 30 millions capital, in 1814. In 1832, Mr. Barker issued a 
pamphlet with the same proposal— only the stock to be 70 millions I He says publicly what his con- 
fcderatas write In ■ecrat— " Wa want as a goTemment a great paper bank, the stock to be by us properly 
distributed." 
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Lorenzo Hoyt, whom the pioas Mr. Batler had iiiBtraeted in the mysterieB of law, 
religion, and finance, was a law papil of the firm of Van Boren and Batler, and, as 
the latter tells us, ** a very fine youth." The principle he avows to his brother 
Jesse, without any apology, in his letter of March 7, 18d4, that any thing he could 
do to the prejudice of his benefactor, Mr. Livingston, and his own benefit, was justi- 
fiable, provided his treachery was not found out, is as bad as any thing we have 
heard ascribed to the dangerous order of Jesuits. His teachers must have been 
somewhat neglectful of his morals. Mr. L. had no idea that young Hoyt was try- 
ing to supplant him. On the 3d of January 1822, he thus wrote his brother : — 
<' Sutherland in caucus says that when he told Lorenzo that I had the nomination, 
[of Clerk of Assembly,] that Lorenzo jumped up two feet at least. This bespeaks 
animation. I am much pleased with Lorenzo, and his situation will improve very 
much under the tuition of Seger the Deputy." 

The situation of the brothers Hoyt at this time, was unenviably poor, and perhaps 
it would have been better for society that it had remained so. Mr. Hoyt's cruel, 
vicious, profligate, and persecuting career as Collector of the Customs for the port 
of New York, was at this period of his life not even dreamt of. He was a mere 
adventurer, who was ready to perform the services Mr. Van Buren required, in the 
hope of obtaining office and its emoluments through his influence, and his career 
was for a time successful. Mr. Livingston's unsuccessful effort to make Mr. R. R. 
Ward, the law partner of Jesse Hoyt, a master in chancery, because he had not 
been long enough a bucktail, will show how affairs went at Albany, better than a 
labored essay. 

Mr, Butler to Mr, Hoyt, 

Albany, July 10, 1820. 

Dear Friend, • • • • • We are boarding at Mr. Jones,' directly oppo- 
site our office, (Gilbert Stewart's house,) where we have very pleasant lodgings 
Our departure from Sandy Hill was so sudden, that we left all our furniture in the 
house, and for the present shall continue to board out. 

As to business, 1 have enough to keep me very busy— chiefly in Chancery — old 
and new. It would be well enough were it not so long before the cash was realized. 
But it must come some day or other. I think my expectations will not be disap- 
pointed. At all events, as I told you before, I am for the Law and nothing else — 
and I regret now that Mr. Van Buren ever thought of leaving his profession, which 
you know was what put it into my head to leave him. I think I shall make my 
debut at August term in the argument of some motions and cases. Though as to 
the last I am rather squeamish. Mr. V. B. is certainly very desirous to assist me. 
He has several heavy causes in which he insists on my speaking. 

I like Albany about as little as you do — and, with the exception of a few persons 
who are voorthy of esteem, have very little to say to the goodly inhabitants of this 
renowned metropolis. I think the eastern junto the most disagreeable part of them. 
They are generally bigots in politics, and very full of prejudice and envy, 

Lorenzo is a very fine youth. I have got him at the Latin Grammar, in which 
he makes tolerable progress. I shall pay particular attention to him. I have paid 
$ 1.25 for the order to the Register, so that you owe me 25 cents. My compli- 
ments to Mr. Barker, &c. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 



Post mark, Albany, Mar. 8. 
Mr, Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse, at 40 Wall street. New York, 

Albany, March 7, 1824, Sunday evening. 
Dear Brother : — Yours of the 4th came duly to hand. The substance of it I 
had anticipated, as I saw a letter that Mr. Thompson received from you while here, 
in which yon spoke very discouragiogly as to the result of your application to the 
Corporation, but as I had not hea^ from you since, I had not entirely despaired 
until I received your last. It is now', I suppose, known to a certainty that you 
cannot succeed in getting the office you sought. If a person has nothing else to 
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depend upon for a livelihood than offices, which at all times depend upon the fluctu- 
atiooB of party predominance, I think he will soon go to pot. I tf taught however, 
your services for the party had been sufficient to raise a just and equitable claim for 
some little office of the kind, that you have been endeavoring to obtain ; but it ap- 
pears that ihe opinion of a majority of the Hun. the Corporation and ray own are at 
variance. Well, I see we have got to contend with poverty and misfortunes as 
long as we remain in this life, and what we shall have to '* battle the watch " with 
in the next the Lord only knows. You mention your business is again increasing 
a little, which I hope is the case, for if it does not, where the end of 1824 will find 
us I should not like to undertake to say. ' 

I understood Mr. Thompson, I think, if the river opened soon, tl at he should 
be up again before the close of the session ; if he will not be up again / shall write 
him about what you mentioned, and shall also speak confidentially to one or two of my 
friends, myself, on the subject; for ANY THING I CAN DO TO THE PREJU- 
DICE OF LIVINGSTON AND BENEFIT OF MYSELF, I THINK I AM 
PERFECTLY JUSTIFIABLE IN DOING, PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT 
HE DOES NOT FIND IT OUT.* 

I think, and have thought all winter, that it would be best for me, after the 
Legislature adioums, or after I get my pay, and square the yards here, to go some 
where else and locate for tlie summer, with a view to carry into effect the special 
order of the day, to wit economy. Should you approve of this suggestion, I will 
mention Utica as a place combining both the great objects I have in view, economy 
and improvement. Mr. Lynch says I can get board there in respectable boarding 
houses at the rate of from 16s. to I8s. per week, whereas I pay here through all 
the summer 26s. I should regret very much to leave Mr. Butler, but I know it 
is decidedly for my interest to do so, and with your consent and approbation, I 
feel very much inclined to do it this spring. Charles is going to leave, and is 
going somewhere in the Western country to settle, and I shall have no person to 
give me any instruction in my studies if I stay. Mr. Butler cannot do it, because 
he is constantly engaged in his own business. 

The Senate take up the Electoral bill tomorrow, and no doubt will treat it as 
THE POOR THING dcscrves. I will write you how they get along with it. I have 
been almost vexed at you for not writing me oftener. I wish you would write me 
as often as possible. My love to all. 

Yours affectionately, L. HOYT. 

Extracts from a letter — Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse— dated Albany, Dec. 
24th, 1823. — '* Mr. Livingston's election to the Clerkship of the Assembly, I con- 
sider beyond doubt. His most prominent opponent xs , a man devoid 

of every principle of honor, who i.t willing to sacrifice his character, and any thing 
else that a man ought to esteem, to the shrine of avarice. 

If by any casus omissus Livingston should lose his election, I shall endeavor to 
obtain a situation under his successor. ^^ 

Extract of a letter, Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to Jesse his brother, in N. York — 
dated Albany, Sept. 10, 1832, Sunday. — " I should be very much pleased to ac- 
company you to Washington this month ; but as I shall not be able to go more 
than once, I beheve I shall wait till winter, or early in the spring. Perhaps I 
shaUhave a oue o/ CONGRESSIONAL LOBBYING, by which I can make it a 
jaunt of pleasure and profit. ' ' 

rPostmark Albany, March 26, 182—.] 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., 40 Wall street. New York. Monday evening. 

Dear Hoyt, — I was unable to procure the appointment of Ward as 
an Examiner in Chancery, as they thought here that HE HAD NOT BEEN A 
BUCKTAIL LONG ENOUGH, and they would not let your meriu count in his 
favor ; I therefore changed my ground, and had you appomted. I hope this will 

* SlranfB doctrine this— «iid fnnn " a npublican," too I Mr. Hoyt Memed to have bad in hii miod tlio 
linM in Gaidar Campbell— 

** Nor in the eyet. nor from the wordi of men 
Hope thoa to read their hearts. All are alike 
The hypoeritM of ciipnmetanfffi,'* 

i 
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be grateful to you, and my friend Ward. Let Ward act as your sworn clerk. It 
is supposed the legislature will adjourn about the 10th of April ; the sooner the 
better. Every thing in the political way goes on smoothly. Young looks as if he 
had been bled ; I feel sorry for unsuccessful candidates. I think in this state we 
ought to have a peculiar prayer for such people, and especially one in the Common 
Prayer Book. 1 shall soon have the pleasure of seeing you. Write me a long 
letter. 

(In haste,) Your's sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 

I hear much said in Congress, the Newspapers, private circles, &c., about goinr 
to war for Oregon, for Texas, for Canada, for Mexico, for our rights, and so forth 
— and there was a time when I did not dread war. But when 1 look at the suc- 
cessful efforts of such men as I am describing in this volume, to corrupt the whole 
mass of society, to substitute the machinery propelled by a band of covetous, un- 
principled factious politicians, for the healthful influences of our free, elective 
mstitutions ; I tremble lest their power over the public press and other appliances 
should hasten the Union into a war. It is reform at home, equal laws, and faithful 
public stewards that America requires. It is enemies within that our country 
should set about subduing, far more than enemies without. 

War is a great burthen to a country, but it is doubly so when bad men bear rule. 
Well may Americans now say, as Joshua, by the command of God, said to Israel 
of old, *' There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, Israel ; thou canst not 
stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from among 
you." Grentle and courteous reader, do not these pages, alas ! too clearly prove, 
that there is also an Achan in the democratic camp ? 

Let him be tried at the Convention of 1846, and there reeeive the reward of a 
txoubler of our Israel. 



CHAPTER X. 



Party Management. Origin of the friendship of Messrs. Hoyt and Van Buren. 
Why Mr. Hoyt got the N. Y. Colkctorshtp. Mr. V. B. endorses his friend's 
paper — sends Jesse to collect debts. Miller's libel suit against Noahy who offers to 
miit the skip, ^^for a consideration.^^ Naphtah Phillips. His son introduced by 
Noahf and proves a defaulter for $600,000. ^* Stray sheep,'* goaded by their 
constituents. Butler gives Noah his cue, via Hbyt, — " the old forms and established 
tMiges" — BucktaU organization in N. Y. More hints to Noah, who despatches 
Naphtali Phillips to A&any. More patronage. Qmfidential Epistles by Mr. Van 
Buren, 

*' What can I do for you?" said Mr. Pitt one morning, when first minister of 
England, to one of his most devoted and obsequious dependents. ** Only bow to 
me when we meet in public," was the sa^gacious reply. It would increase his 
influence with the public to have them believe that he was on terms of intimacy 
with the premier. 

Mr. Jesse Hoyt well imderstood the value of such connections, but he carried 
matters farther than a bow in public, and made himself as necessary to Mr. Van 
Buren and his son, the present Attorney General, as he had been to President 
Butler during his enffagement to Jacob Barker at Sandy Hill. Mr. M. Van Buren 
is very penurious and covetous — Jesse would run all over New York to recover $ 5 
or $ 10, which his late employer had reluctantly lent to some poor fellow when in 
trouble — ^would hire lodgings for him on terms of economy — ^would see to the 
washing of his clothes — ^the buying of his wines and groceries, or the stopping or 
getting subscriptions for his newspapers. John Van Buren bets, gambles, specu- 
lates in the stocks — ^in all this Jesse has been his humble slave. He electioneered, 
voted, betted, schemed, ran, stood, fetched or carried, to order — was * more banks' 
or sub-treasury, Crawford or Jackson, RufuQ King and neffro freedom or "to jail 
with thQ missionaries," just as his patrons gave &e signal. His object was pelf 
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krA power— 'theirs power and pelf— patriotisni, the welfare of the millions, the 
reform of abuses, the punishment of vile peculators, the establishment of noble 
and enduring principles, as landmarks of the age we live in, axe not met with in 
their writings — probably never entered into their thoughts. 

When Mr. Hojrt left the Custom House of New York, a defaulter for hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, although his income was equal to forty thousand a year, 
with his brother Lorenzo and such like straw securities— and this on the back of 
Swartwout's embezzlement of forty tons of solid silver, gathered from the mei^ 
chants for the public uses — ^when all this occurred under the grand healing measure 
of an independent treasury, set up by a profligate bankrupt aikninistration — ^the 
country looked on in mute surprise. The following correspondence will explain 
the seeming mystery, and it may be fitly prefaced by two extracts from Mr. Weed's 
Albany Evening Journal. 

** Albany Evening Journal, Wednesday, May 1, 1848. 
*' The people may thank Mr. Van Buren for this heavy loss. The appointment of 
Jesse Hoyt as Collector of the port of New York was made by Mr. Van Buren against 
the advice of the respectable men of the party, and with a full knowledge that Hofft 
was overwhelmed with debt, and bankrupt in credit at the very time that this mo$t 
responsible trust was committed to his hands. But Hoyt had one peculiar qualification 
for the office, which in Mr. Van Buren 's estimation more than counterbalanced all 
deiicienciefl of character or capacity. As a shrewd and reckless political manager, ht 
was almost unrivalled. The Mw York Custom Bouse afforded a fine field for tht 
txercise of his partizan skill.** 

In the same paper of Wednesday, March 3d, 1841, under the head of " Another 
Explosion^" we find what follows : 

" It may be recollected that when Mr. Hott was appointed, we ventured to predict 
that it would be a bad business. He, like Swartwout, had been a reckless and was 
a ruined speculator. There were few more desperate stock operators in New Yoric 
than Jesse Hott. All this was known to Mr. Van Buren when he appointed him. 

But the Administration, however improperly Mr. Hott has acted, is far the most to 
blame. The vast amount of Revenue collected by Mr. Hott, instea'd of being Safely 
Deposited to the credit of the Government, has been kept as the private account of 
Mr. Jesse Hoyt ! Yes, a man who had utterly shipwrecked his own fortunes, was per- 
mitted to keep some fifteen or twenty millions of dollars belonging to the Government, 
in deposiie to his own account ! 

We said last fall when Loco Foco Office-holders were spending money in un- 
heard of profusion at the Polls, that the accounts of Defaulting Collectors, &e. 
&c. when closed, would explain the mystery. We believed then, as we believe now, 
that the money which Van Burenism scattered through Dutchess, Columbia, Chenango, 
Onondaga, &c. was obtained from the Treasury. We believe that a large proportion 
of the money withheld by Mr. Hott instead of going into his own pocket, was ex- 
pended corruptly in the Elections last fall. This was done for Mr. Van Buren's 
oenefit, and we believe with his knowledge. And we also believe that if Mr. Van 
Buren had been re-elected Mr. Hott would have been protected. In that case the 
* end would have sanctified the means.' 

But while by the free use of money much was done for Yan Buren, the People were 
too much alive to be corrupted or beguiled. Mr. Hott bled in vain. And now, as 
Yan Burenism flickers in its socket, either the farce of a Resignation or the mock 
solemnity of a Removal, is enacted before the People ! Messrs. Van Buren and 
Hott go out together, and as we believe, by collusion — the latter, in our judgment, 
the victim of the fonner." 

Mr. Yan Buren became personally involved in Mr. Hoyt's financial difficulties 
as early as 1827 — ^wheth^ the Collectorship enabled them to square accounts is 
not quite so certain. 

Senator Yan Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at N. Y. 
Washington, Feb. 3, 1827.— My Dear SiT^-Beifi^ entirely free from EN- 
DORSEMENTS now, and my situation rendering it liighly proper that I should 
retnain so, I did not suppose I could have been again drawn into them, YOUR 
CASE, HOWEVER, DOES NOT ADMIT OF HESITATION- Wishing 
you all sorts of happiness, I remain your sincere friend, 

M. Y. BUREN. 
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Washington, Feb. 3, 1827. — ^My Dear Sir. — ^This will be handed to you by Mr. 
Davis, agent of the editor of the National Telegraph, who visits our State to ob- 
tain subscribers for that paper. Any assistance you can give him in promoting his 
object will be gratefully remembered by the editor ^ and oblige 

Your friend M. V. BUREN. 

Albany, June 2d, 1822. Dear Sir — I wish you would pay my o/rf /nVnrf Mr. 
Carter what I owe him, and ask him to discontinue his paper. It is unnecessary 
TO SAY that I am influenced in this solely by a necessity to curtail my expenses of that 
descriptidn, which are too heavy. 

Your friend, M. V, BUREN. 

Attorney General Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Dear Sir — Just as 1 was going from New York, Abraham P. Van S who is 

a clerk in Jacob I. Barker's store, 466 Pearl Street, a nephew of John C. H , 

Esq., borrowed $ 10 of me, under a promise to send it up, which he has not done ; 
and, from what Mr. Hogeboom tells me, I ap|)rehend he did not intend to do it. I 
wish you would see him and make him pay it to you. Ask the Secretary about 
the enclosed. I have never heard any thing about it since I paid my $ 10. 
Your friend M. VAN BUREN, 

June 21, 1820. 

The same to the same. Date and place torn off. 

" I am afraid you will begin to think me a very troublesome friend — ^but I 

AM CONSTANTLY THE VICTIM OF IMPOSITION— that man Plimpton 

who own the Aboliva, BORROWED FIVE DOLLARS of me, when he went 

off, under a promise to send it up. If you would happen to fall in with him I wish 

you would him — he is a graceless dog. It would incommode me very much if I 

should not have my carriage next week. The Governor is to be qualified to day, 
but Albany is as quiet as a Church. It is said that efforts have been made to raise 
the wind, but in vain. Mr. Clinton is universally considered here as politically 
defunct. I will believe that there is nothing in the story I heard in Philadelphia 
[a part is torn off] out of courtesy, and will want them. I go from hence in a few 
days. M. V. BUREN." 

[The letter and signature are in the hand writing of Mr. V. Buren, and so is the 
postscript— '* Mr. Hoyt will oblige me by presenting the above to Mr. Beekman 
[or it may be Buckner] and transmitting me the money." 

Nov. 14, 1822. Dear Sir— Why did I not see more of you at New York! 
Judge Skinner, General Marcy and myself will come down with Saturday's boat, 
and wish you to engage rooms for us at the Mechanics' Hall. If he can give us 
his little parlor for a sitting room and bed rooms, it will be well ; if not any other 
good rooms will do, so that they be not too high. I would rather stay on board a 
vessel than go into his third heavens. If you cannot do better you may let Gen- 
eral Marcy 's room be on high, and he can have the use of my room to do his bus- 
iness in, &c. 

In haste, your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[Post mark Albany.]— March 17, 1829.— My Dear Sir— I wQl be in New York 
on Friday, and wish you to take lodgings for me at the City Hotel. 

Yours, M. V. B. 

It would seem that no Regency Governor could visit New York, until Jesse had 
prepared the way. In May 9th he had another epistle from another Governor — 
»* Dear Sir, I shall take the steam boat next Tuesday morning, and reach New 
York in the evening. You will confer another favor upon me, if you will mention 
it to Mr. Jennings, that he may provide rooms for me. E. T. THROOP." 

Sylvanus Miller, Surrogate of New York, brought an action for libel against 
Mordecai Manuel Noah, editor of the National Advocate, which was tried before 
Judge Betts, in the City Hall, New York, on Friday, Dec. 12, 1823, and of which 
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reports are on file in the Post, American, and other journals. The libel was in a 
letter sent by Noah to the Albany Argus, wherein Mr. Miller was charged with 
being an old profligate, a retailer of fdsehood, an unprincipled intriguer, and an 
old hack — ^but he produced the highest evidence of unspotted integrity both in 
public and private life, nor did Noah make an eflbrt to disparage his character, but 
produced a letter of his (Miller's) in the Evening Post of Uie 29th of January, 
1821, charging him (Noah) with having offered to sell himself to the Clintonian 

arty, for $7000, abandon his press and quit New York, and stating that Mr. 

linton's friends rejected his offer. Mr. Miller admitted this statement to be his, 
and called witnesses to prove its truth. 

Dr. Secor testified, that, in 1818, Mr. Noah solicited a private interview with 
him — said he saw a great political battle ahead — that he highly respected Gov. 
Clinton, that the allowance made him by the bucktail party was too small, and 
that he wished to quit it and the State, that the bucktail party had ill-treated him 
when he applied for an office, and were illiberal. He asked the doctor to apply to 
Mr. Clinton's friends for a loan of $ 7000 to enable him to buy certain theatre 
leases — put his proposal in writing — and when asked what he could do for Mr. 
Clinton, would make no pledge, but if he did any thing it must be sub rosa. Mr. 
Noah's proposal was laid before four of Mr. Clinton's friends, rejected, and his 
paper returned to him — ^these persons testified in corroboration of the evidence of 
Dr. Secor, and Noah tried to show that the doctor had given another representation 
at another time. The jury agreed as to the libel, but, as Mr. Miller was a warm 
and active political writer, they differed as to the amount of damages. 

Mr. Noan was properly defended by the virtuous Wm. M. Price. 

As far back as Oct. 10, 1822, (see Evenine Post,) Mr. Noah's character was 
well understood by all parties. ** Unprincipled as Cheetham was, Noah excels 
him in all the profligacy that generally belongs to a political adventurer. He is 
his superior in Uie various iniquities that always distinguish the course and charac- 
ter of a corrupt and mercenary hireling He has received 

his wages and must earn them. Destitute of principle, it is perfectly immaterial 
to him what course they prescribe. His press, and the small talents he possesses, 
are always in the market. Vagrant and pauper as he is, he is ever ready to work 
for money or for office. With equal facility and satisfaction he serves all who are 
able to offer an adequate reward for his labors. His political corruption, and want 
of veracity, have become proverbial." It is perhaps the strong resemblance he 
bears to Mr. Noah's portrait, as thus drawn, that formed one of the inducements to 
Mr. Van Buren not to commit himself, beyond a certain extent, to Mr. James 
Gordon Bennett, who appears by his letters to have been willing to go nearly as 
far to oblige his friends as Mr. Noah. 

Mr. Noah is a Hebrew — ^his partner in the Advocate was Mr. Naphtali Phillips, 
who now is, and for many ^ears has been, a pensioner on the public, under the 
guise of an Inspector in the idle men's list at the New York Custom House. His 
character we take from the Philadelphia Aurora of March, 1817, as portrayed by 
the hand of Col. Duane, father to a former Secretary of the Treasury under 
General Jackson. 

" The paper called the Mvoeate, at New York, appears to take as much concern in 
the affairs of Pennsylvania, as if the proprietor and the editor received their ttipend 
for corrupting public opinion here, as well as in New York. If cunning little Naphtali 
does not feel disposed to have his picture drawn under hie own hand, he will confine 
himself to the unfortunate service to which hie neceseities have devoted him; the same 
reasons which he assigned many years ago for endeavoring to gtt an office^ induce us 
to bestow on him in that particular-— the charity of tilence,** 

Mr. Van Buren took Messrs. Noah and Phillips under his protection, as his 
followers, with the above knowledge, and as in the case of the Hoyts and Swart- 
wout, the people have been the sufferers. 

Under the editorial head, in the New York Express of Feb. 20th, 1844, it is 
stated, that the Solicitor of the Treasury, in his Report to Congress, (on the Swart- 
wout suit,) says, that after the return of the Commissioners appointed to investi- 
gate the affairs of the New York Custom House, '* a suit was instituted, on the 
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8l8t of AuguBt, 1841, for the sum of $600,000, affainst Josliaa PhillipB, who had 
heen assistant cashier, under Mr. Swaitwout. The suit is still pending.'' The 
Solicitor thinks that although S. " might he liahle for monies received hy his 
cashier, the cashier himself was also liable for this large sum, [ $600,000,] never 
having paid it over." 

I fear that as the laws here are powerless for the punishment of great rogues 
when convicted, it will be just as well to continue the nension of Naphtali, the 
father, and to let his son Joshua keep what he has got. If Fauntleroy, said B. F. 
Butler, on the trial of Cashier White, had been tried in the United States, he 
could not have been convicted and brought to punishment. 

How was it that Joshua Phillips came to the custody and possession of $600,000 
of the people's funds ? 

Through Mr. Van Buren's friend. Major Noah, as witness the following earnest 
i^tpeal and interested voucher : 

Mr. M. M. Noah to Major Swartwout. Hoboken — a month before the latter was 
appointed as Collector of the port of Kew York. 

My dear Sir — I mentioned to you that Mr. Joshua and Aaron N. Phillips have 
heen many years in the Customs. THEY ARE AT IMPORTANT DESKS, 
and THElR CAPACITY and thorough knowledge of the business is excelled by 
none in the department. In introducing them to your friendly notice I can only 
assure you that their experience and attention to their duties, will be useful to you 
and serviceable to the revenue, and that THEY MERIT BY THEIR INTEG- 
RITY YOUR ENTIRE CONFIDENCE. 

Truly yours. M. M. NOAH. 

New York, March 31, 1829. 

Mr. Noah's standing, and connection with Messrs. Van Buren, Butler, Bownci 
Allen, Hoyt, and their associates, will more fully appear in the course of the fol« 
lowing correspondence : 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, 40 Wall Street, New York. 

Albany, Jan'y 29, 1824. 
My Deaf friend — ^The Electoral Law was to have been taken up in the Assem- 
bly to-day There is no doubt whatever that a majority think 

it inexpedient to pass the bill, and yet they are so hampered by premature commit' 
ments, and many of them so goaded by their constituents, as to render it almost mor- 
ally certain that they pass it in some shape or other. Our reliance is on the 
Senate, and we still entertain strong hopes that it will be rejected there in what- 
ever form it may come. Still, this is by no means certain, and the greatest cau- 
tion and prudence, as well as the greatest firmness,, are required in presenting the 
subject to the Senators. We have not been, and are not, idle ; on the contrary, if 
ever men labored incessantly, the * Conspirators' and the * Regency,' &c., deserve 

that praise Make a suggestion to Mr. Noah, which 

I trust will not be improperly received by him. It is simply to suggest that, for 
l)ie present, the Advocate should not press the claims nor descant on the merits of 
Mr. Crawford. We have in the two branches of the Legisl. about 105 members 
who are thorough-going Caucus men. Of these a majority, beyond all doubt, 
would prefer the nomination of Mr. Crawford, the remainder are for Mr. Clay or 
Mr. Adams, the smallest number being for the latter. While these men are willing 
to abide by a CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION, it is useless to advocate the 
claims of Mr. Crawford to such a nomination, tt being certain thai if any is made 
it must fall on him. Besides, by pressing the claims of that gentleman you incur 
the risk of alarming the feelings and encountering the opposition of those firm and 
honest men who have gone with us nobly so far, and are willing to go with us to 
the end, but who are yet unaccountably wedded to Mr. Clay or Mr. Adams. And 
though I do not believe they could be driven from the resolutions they have con- 
curred in, in favor of a Caucus at Washington, they may yet be induced to give a 
warm support to the Electoral Law, if they become satisfied, either that their can- 
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didates have no chance of a Caucus Nomination, or that we are determined to force 
the claims of Mr. Crawford. Stick to principles ; advocate the necessity of adher- 
ing to the old forms and established doctrines of the party — and express the utmost 
readiness to submit individual preferences to the decision of the Caucus. It will be 
time enough after the nomination, to defend and maintain the character and claims 

of the successful candidate I should think it injudicious to call 

meetings on this ticklish subject^ especially in the country, where the meetings from ne- 
cessity would he more general than with you, and where our opponents would inevita- 
hly outmanage and outnumber us. In your city, however, the line is so distinctly 
drawn, AND YOUR FORCES ARE SO WELL ORGANIZED, that you haoe 
nothing of that sort to apprehend. 

If the meeting about to take place should not be more formidable than I think it 
will be, it will not be misunderstood here. Its proceedings will be considered as 
the voice, not of the republican party, but of the supporters of Mr. Wheaton and 
his colleagues, who are now very well understood by the country members — ^and 
instead of injuring I think it would render us a service if it should stand alone. 

Still it seems to me that we have nothing to gain, and much to 

hazard by giving to this subject any farther excitement of a popular character — 
but as Mr. Bowne knows perfectly the state of things here, your Committee should 
confer with him fully before they adopt any course definitely. 

I omitted to m^e another suggestion for Mr. Noah. It is not very serviceable to 
talk much of Burrites, Lewisites, or the Highminded. Several of the two former 
classes are here among our best friends ; and as to the latter, Sudam, Branson, and 
Wlteeler, are as true as steel, in the Senate— and Whiting, Hosmer and several 
others in the Assembly are among our best and most hopeful supporters in that 
House. 

I have not written to Mr. Barker about his proposition as to voters for Electors. 
It has been mentioned to several, but we doubt the power of the Legislature to pass 
it, and if they have it, we are still more apprehensive of its policy, for reasons 
which on reflection I think will occur to you. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

I opened this letter to show Judge S. 



To Jesse Hoyt, Esq, March 3, 1824. 

Dbar Sir : — I have the greatest aversion to having my letters extracted for the 
newspapers or much shown, and notwithstanding a laborious correspondence during 
the winter have hitherto escaped. The promulgation of my anticipation as to 
Messrs. Adams and Clay's withdrawing, would, you know, not induce them to do 
so, if it had not the contrary effect. It is best to let those things take their course, 
and there is no ground for fear as to the result. If they continue after New York 
has settled down it will be manifest to all that the contest is prolonged by them to 
the great detriment of the party, and of the public interest, without the least pros- 
pect of success ; and it will hie the business and duty of the press to make suitable 
animadversions on the subject. To me the course of the Advocate for the last few 
weeks has been entirely acceptable, as it has been moderate, but firm and rational, 
which course is, I think, the only one calculated to produce much real efifect on 
public opinion. Such is not, however, the opinion or rather the feeling of all ; on 
the contrary there are many who have been so much pleased and so accustomed to 
the many good and pleasant things the Major has said, as to regret the deprivation 
of them — and they occasionally complain to me that the Advocate has lost its spirit. 
As the Major has depraved their appetites he is, they think, under some sort of 
obhgation to feed them on such viands as have become most acceptable to them. 
Make my best respects to him, and to our friends ; tell them that for obvious rea- 
sons, they must excuse me from not writing as often as I could wish. 

Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

M, M, Noah to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany, 

New York, 23d Feb., 1823. 
Dear Hoyt, — ^Your favor was delivered by Col. Brown — am much obliged for 
the interest you take in my affairs. Mr. PhiUips will hand you this, and explain 
fully the object of his visit. With respect to the State printing, I cannot but consider 



40 NOAH ORUMBLINO — ^VAN BUREN TOO SANGiriNS. 

myself as unhandsomely treated hy those from whom I had a riffht to expect a different 
course ; and am posiiive that on the death of Mr. Cantine there was but one voice 
in my favour. It management and intrigue could have been so successfully exerted 
88 to wean away my friends or impair my claims, then there is nothing to expect 
from the Justice of the Republican party. I cannot blame Mr. Buel in wishing to 
be secured in the payments due him, but considering the difficulty we labored under 
in bringing the Argus in the republican from the Clintonian ranks — considering also 
the fortune which Mr, Buel has made out of it — ^I think that opposition does not 
come with a good grace from him, and that any further surviellance over the State 
Printing should cease. No one knows better than yourself that there was but one 
opinion expressed throughout the Union in relation to the perfidious course of some 
of my friends in this city, and but one hope expressed that the Governor or Legis- 
lature would by some public expression of opinion give those persons to understand 
that my services to the party were appreciated, and my future usefulness regarded 
with a favourable eye. This disposition certainly existed when I arrived at Albany, 
but great exertions are and have been made to check this favourable course. 
I do not concur in opinion that I should not run unless certain of being chosen State 
Printer. I am not so certain that I can be defeated — but if so, I am willing to 
hazard a defeat, reserving to myself the right of spreading the facts before the 
world, and exhibit the system of peddling axcay the patronage of tlte State y and above 
all ascertaining who are my friends ; it is necessary to know who are my friends, 
for ulterior objects. This course will bring me in collision with the Argus, and 
probably with many warm friends of mine who are equally friendly to that estab- 
lishment, but it will enlighten the minds and prepare the feelings of the next legis- 
lature, and they may so act as to do justice to my claims, without reference to 
shillings and pence calculations — and if it is deemed the policy of the friends of that 
establishment to unite in their attempts to injure me or check my fair and proper 
views, you will concur in the necessity of standing on the defensive and attacking 
them in return, which though it may do me no immediate good, cannot remotely 
benefit them. In short, I have been the faithful and zealous servant of THE 
PARTY, and have served that party successfully. If men whom I have had to 
contend against are now to pronounce on my claims there is an end of further 
silence— it does not comport with character or conduct to submit to it. Mr. Phillips 
goes up to get a section, authorising legal notices to be published in the Advocate — 
a patronage to which the paper is entitled, and which it ought to receive. There 
should be but one voice in favor of it, in a democratic legislature — and it is necessary 
in relation to the Presidential oueMion. I am persuaded you and the delegation will 
do the best to carry it through ; and I have only to say that if nothing can be done 
for me — if I have so grievously sinned as to be spoken of as a candidate for State 
printer, I hope the friends of the Argus will not visit my sins upon him. At all 
events, he has full powers from me to enter into any arrangement, or come to any 
understanding, which may tend to keep tilings harmoniously and comfortably afloat and 
prevent schism and division in our ranks — this only can be done by acting justly and 
fairly towards Kj* each other. 

Always, Dear Hoyt, truly yours, M. M. NOAH. 

" Old Beeswax" says that the Adjutant General must live in Albany. Will 
Greneral Hatheway do so ? ! ! Should a Senator accept the office ? 



Washington, March 6, 1824. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — I have received yours this moment. I cannot help what 
Messrs. Lynch and King may choose to infer from my looks, but the truth is that 
I have at no time doubted of our complete success. The great influence which was 
exercised here to prevent members from attending the caucus, and the 'subserviency 
and ingratitude of^ some who have partaken largely of the favor of the party, were 
calculated to excite strong feelings, which were doubtless sometimes manifest, but 
despondency is a weakness with which I am but little annoyed. On the assump- 
tion that New York will be firm and promptly explicit, we here consider the 
question of the alectioa substantially settled. Neitiisr Mr. Adams or Mr. Clay 



JESSE HOTT IN THE LEGISLATURE. 41 

can keep in the field after the coarse of New York ia poraitiTely known. TT^b 
information on which this opinion rests ^ and the reasons in its support cannot be given 
in a tetter, I will myself be easy on the subject, and so will our friends here, who 
nevor were in better spirits or felt stronf^er confidence. Make my best respects to 
Ottr friends. Yours cordially, 

M. V. BUREN. 



Senator Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. 
Dear Sir^The attack on the Vice-President* has produced very great excite- 
ment. The course pursued will cause it to recoil with seventy. There is of 
coarse not the slightest pretence for the allegation. Mr. Satterlee Clark of your city 
is the *' gentleman from New York.*' My friend Jud^e Rowan is 45 inches round 
the chest. My quondam friend John A. King, whilst here, stayed with Mr. 
Webster ; and when he parted from me I was so sensible from his manner that he 
carried advices from here which would induce the administration folks to come out 
against me that I wrote confidentially to Campbell by the same mail my impres- 
sions, and requested General Van Rensselaer to look out for it in the American the 
morning after they led as. The result has I think verified my conjectures. Say 
nothing of this as coming from me. In haste, your friend, 

M. VAN BUREN. 
Washington, Dec. 30, 1826. 



CHAPTER XI. 



Mr. Jesse Hoyt elected to the Leffislature. His brother reports for the Press. Col, 
Stone, Mr* Van Buren on the victory of 1828. Anti-masonry. Majorities use' 
fulfor bets. Noah^s defeat , and opinions of his patron. 

In 1823, though a stranger in New York, party organization, controlled by the 
wire-pullers of Tammany Hall, sent Mr. Hoyt back to Albany as a reprbsentative 
of the city of New York, where he proved a thorough-going instrument and most 
senriceable partisan. He made some speeches but they were dull and heavy ; 
eloquence is not his forte. In 1824, he made an effort to obtain the office of district 
atlornev of New York, but failed. In Nov. 1828 his patron became Governor elect of 
New York, and his party had by this time come round to the popular candidate 
for the presidency, Andrew Jackson. 

Extract of a letter— E. Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, Albany, July 18, 1822. — 
** You will have warm work this fall in New York. If you can get on the [As- 
sembly] ticket you will (frankly) disappoint me as much as you have your Albany 
friends. They asked here, * Who is this Hoyt of New York that was engaged in 
a cause in Rhode Island, with Webster, &cV 'The store keeper,' said I. 
* The store keeper !' said they — * well, what's this world a coming to !* " 

Extracts from a letter — Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to his brother Jesse at New 
York- dated June 20, 1824. — " I have commenced reporting regularly for the 
Mercantile. Charles and me do it together, as we formed a partnership before the 

commencement of the session You say you are making a push for the 

office of attorney to the corporation, and I think your claims are good, I hope yoa 
may succeed — ^but I presume it is doubtful, as you undoubtedly have to contend 
with powerful opponents, I shall not be much disappointed if you fail — but I would 
make a grand sally to carry my point this time." 

From the same to the same— FeVy. 15, 1824. — " The Federalists of your city 
are not very strongly represented in Col. Stun, of the Commercial. He is rather an 
inefficient man, and veiy little notice is taken of him, except when he is cautioned 
by the presiding officer of both Houses to beware how he obtrudes himself within 
the precincts of those walls, from which he was once ordered by competent authority 
to keep aloof Our eyes in this quarter are at present tamed towards Washington, 
udare anxiously waiting to get the result of the caucoB." 

* Jolm C. Cilhoun. 
6 
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Senator F. Buren to Mr. Jeue Hoyt, New York. 

Post mark, « Albj. Not. 8, 1838. Free, M. V. Buien." 

My Dear Sir : I thank you sincerely for yoar several communications. They 
have been a source of both pain and pleasure to me — ^the latter on account of their 
contents, and the former on account of the extreme difficulty I have had to make 
out what their contents were. You would certainly correct Uiis, if you knew how 
extremely painful it is to your friends. I would haye written to you before, but 
have had no time to eat my meals. My house has been run down by my friends, 
at one moment flushed with victory, and the next frightened out of their senses, 
and frequently without cause for either. 

Laying the eflTorts of Anti-masonry out of view, and of which we have as yet not 
much beyond rumour, the election has been a reai old fashioned ninety-eight fight. 
Everywhere, as far as ascertained, we have succeeded in democratic counties by 
overwhelming votes, and lost in counties that were formerly federal by small ma- 
jorities. Saratoga was doctored to death if it is lost which is not certain. The 
name of Adams, and the character of the discussions, have brought old fcelinga 
into entire and efficient operation. The result, according to my present knowledge 
and belief, has been (under the circumstances) signally triumphant. The follow- 
ing vote upon the electoral Ticket I regard as absolutely certain. If there are any 
mistakes in it, in your part of the State, you can, of course, correct it. 

Queens and Suffolk 1 ascertained. — ^Kings 1 do. — New York 3 do. — ^Westches- 
ter and Putnam 1 do. — ^Dutchess 1 do .—Orange 1 do. — Ulster and Sullivan 1 
do. — Green and Delaware 1 do. — Schenectady and Schoharie 1 do. — Herkimer 
1 do. — Otsego 1 do. — Onondago 1. We have only partial returns, and they 
are favorable. I cannot think there is the slightest doubt of this County. Ascer- 
tained. Cayuga 1 ascertained. — Chenango and Broome 1 do. — Tompkins and 
Courtlandt 1, not ascertained, but without the slightest doubt. — 17. 

Now, I have not time to speak of the chances in the other districts ; you must 
make them out from the papers. For myself, I should think frood luck alone would 
give us a few more, and I shall be egregiously disappointed if we do not get 20 at 
Qie very least. You need not believe their stories, mr they have not the slightest 
respect for truth in most cases. We shall therefore have votes enough to put 
Jackson's election out of aU question, and WHAT IS OVER IS ONLY IM- 
PORTANT ON THE SCORE OF BETS. 

Our Governor and Lieut. Governor majority will be immense. The only 4 towns 
in Broome (A CRAZY COUNTY) have given me an unanimous vote, viz. 1000, 
and the others, it is supposed, will not reduce that. Everywhere I get the true 
party vote, and in many places SotUhwick^s vole mil be large. We shall have 
nearly 3000 in Ulster and Sullivan, and between 1500 and 2000 in Cayuga ; we 
have carried our Senators in 4 districts, and have a ffood chance to carry Uiem in 
most of the others. Our majority in the Assembly will be as large as is desira- 
ble. CiMitending, as we have done, against Federalism, revived Anti-masonry, and 
Money, I am satisfied with the result, I SORELY REGRET THE LOSS OF 
NOAH'S ELECTION, AS WELL AS ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, AS ON 
ACCOUNT OF THE COST HIS ELECTION HAS BEEN TO THE 
PARTY ; but one point is gained, viz.: he must be satisfied that his friends have, 
with their eyes oven, sustained a great struggle, and run much hazard on his accounts 
I hope there wilt yet be some way found out of doing something for him. I shall be 
down on Tuesday. In the mean time show this to my frienos Bowne, Verplanck, 
Hamilton, and Cambreleng. Tell Yerplanck I have no doubt you was as much 
frightened as he says, and am quite certain that you have as much pluck as you 
claim. Remember me to Mrs. Hoyt, and believe me to be, 

Yours cordially, 

M. V. BUREN. 

HfemBg, thus, Biyeii the Gorezntir eloet's oonfidentiBl statement, in the moment of 
a Tietory which lud the foundation of his power, 00 long exerted in the Union for 
evil ; and reminding the reader of his and Mi. Bntler^s opinion of Mr. Noah, know- 
ing him as they did — ^I select this as the appropriate place in which to xecord their 



noar's picture op van buren. 48 

fiiend*8 Mntiments Tegaiding them. Make room, gentlemen, for the witness, Major 
Noah ! — ^the Regency's Council of Appointment nude him High Sheriff of N. Y.— 
General Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, and the Senate of the Union appointed him 
Surveyor of the Port of New York — ^the Supreme Court made him a Counsellor 
without study — and the whigs dubbed him a Judge at the Tombs — ^but the people 
never trusted him — ^when he appealed to their su^ages, money, organisation, hired 
presses, and electioneering — all failed. The Irishman (Shaw) succeeded, and Mr. 
V. Buren lamented *' the cost '* to the party. 

From the N. Y. Evening Star, Jane 28, 1834. 

Talk of Aaron Burr in comparison with Van Buren ! ! Why, Aaron Burr's ambition 
waa a broad, bold, enterprising passion — carried onward by great talent — sustained 
by personal courage, and having the establishment of empires for its object ; but Ysa 
Buren's petty intrigues, are a mixture of fawning sycophancy — a traffic for office--« 
selfish speculation on political chances-Hi town-dividing, county-splitting policy — a 
stodc-jobbing experiment — a system of rewards and punishments — a little, tricky, 
mancBuvring, skirmishing, selfish, non-committal spirit, unknown to men of patriotism, 
spirit, purity, and tried talents. It is working with small agents— cootroUiog weaker 
minds---basking in the sunshine of other men's influence — watching the turns of the 
market — ploughing to-day with the working men — to-morrow with aliens and adopted 
citizens — pulling every string and moving every wire that make up the political capi- 
tal of this ambitious and mischievous little man* through which be hopes to force his 
way to the presidential chair. — M, M* ^fbah. 

And again — ^in October — 

To-day he gets up a plan to hold the state captive by a chain of safety fund banks, 
whose existence depends on paper issues ; to-morrow he is in favor of a metallic cur- 
rency, to please a higher power, whom he fears. While professing to be a democrat, 
he enrolls in his legions the apostate of every party ; he binds to him by the close 
ties of intertit every active politician, every speculating editor. He appeals to the 
hopes and fears of every office holder, opens a correspondence with the Pope to 
obtain catholic votes, and degrades his own country to stand well with the British 
government, is the friend and the enemy of the Bank of the United States, the patron 
of the Kitchen Cabinet, the flatterer and sycophant of the President. 

When we look at the career of Mr. Yan Buren, we are astonished at his persever- 
ance, his industry, his close calculations and his active, untiring spirit. Ever restless 
and perturbed there is no chance that he leaves untouched — ^no eflbrts untried. He 
travels from county to county, from town to town ; sees every body, talks to every 
body, comforts the disappointed and flatters the expectant with hope of success. 

The world will ask is this perseverance , this industry, this extreme of management 
to benefit this country, its constitution, its prosperity, or to promote its tran<|uiHtv ? 
We answer, no, no, no— it is with the hope of benefitting htmeelf, of promotmg his 
own advancement With Martin Yan Buren, the world has no allurements but for 
himself; the splendid country which gave him birth, no glory that he cannot appro- 

riate to himself alone. He does not know the meaning of the word patriotism ; it 
las no place in his vocabulary. Is it not strange, that with all these facts admitted he 
should have hopes and strong expectations of becoming the Chief Magistrate of this 
great nation ? And yet it is so. 

Every paper almost that we open speaks contemptuously of Yan Buren's prospects 
for the Presidency ; but they speak without knowing the labors of the man, and the 
vast machine of mtrigue and corruption that be has set in operation in every part of 
the Union ; they speak under the impression that the people will choose their Presi- 
dent without reflecting that it is the will of the present Executive and so transmitted 
to every office holder throughout the land that Van Buren is his choice for the suc- 
cession ; they do not see the fox prowling near the bam ; the mole burrowing under 
ground ; the pilot fish who plunges deep m the ocean on one spot, and comes up at 
another to breathe the air. If it were the free, unbought, unthreatened voice of 
public opinion, his chances could not be counted, but Yan Buren trusts nothing to the 
good opinion of the people ; their will, their wishes, their desHPes, their frank and 
unbiased suflVages, he rejects and repudiates, his appeal is to the interests and the 
fears of men, he secures those whom he imagines eofUroU public opimon, he^buysjtha 
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kadtts^ and makes Iktm, aoeounUblo for the rank afid file.— .V. M. JVboA, 8tar, Oct 
1884. 
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The same M/ M. Noah that wrote the above on the one side, published on the 
SOth of Feb. 1828, as follows, on t'other : 

** The question is everywhere asked, * Who will be oar next governor ? Where 
shall we find a man of the talent, the business habits, and the enlarged views of Gov- 
ernor Ciioton ? ' Martin Van Buren seems to be the most prominent 

citizen for that important office. He is most familiar with the affairs of State — the 
most conversant with its poliiical relations. His talents are of the highest order. His 
integrity has never been questioned, and his manners are at once frank, amiable and 
popular.'* 

On Sept. 29, he hoists his fla;; for Van Buren and Throop, adding — *' We have 
now two candidates of the old democratic school." And on the 2d of November, 
just five days before his friend the governor elect penned the foregoing epistle, he 
adds — '* The whole State apnears animated but with one voice — it is Van Buren 
and Throop— both incorruptible republicans of the old school.** 

When shall America cease to encourage, sanction and applaud the Noahs, Ben- 
netts, Butlers, Van Burens, Hoyts, and Croswells, who thus make sport of the 
dearest interests of a lovely country ? 

** Solomon says somewhere or other, I think it is in Castlevetro*s, or Castlenuovo's 
edition — is not there such a one ? — ^that the infatuation of a nation for a foolish 
minister is like that of a lover for an ugly woman : when once he opens his eyes, 
he wonders what the devil bewitched him." The quotation is from Horace Wal- 
pole, and although it is well tmderstood that Mr. Van Buren is determined to leave 
no stone unturned that may be in the way of his serving out another four years, yet 
we would fain hope that '* the magician" will be no more able to bewitch 
Columbia. 

I was rather astonished, in 1841, to see the following description admitted as a 
conmitmication under the editorial head of the N. Y. Evening Post : 

** Mr. Van Buren has little moral faith of any kind; barely enough to need no arti- 
ficial excitation of body or mind. This deficiency drives him into an artificial code of 
political practice, in which he refers all social actions to individual interests, and all 
political actions to combinations of those interests. He believes firmly in the force of 
managementt or the cool, considerate, artful application of general propositions to the 
existing temper and opinions of the masses, as far as xheee can be ascertained, and 
without any leading reference to their propriety or durability. His generalization of 
social phenomena never reaches so far as to a moral power, or necessary truth in 
public opinion; but he simply deals with the collective opinions of men, as manifested 
bv the representatives, or otherwise conspicuous individuals from or among the peo- 
ple, b^ means of certain easy rules analagous to addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division in arithmetic. He belongs wholly to the present time, and may be said 
to represent trading or business politics. He is the very impersonation of party in 
its strictest features of formal discipline and exclusive combination. He is ceremo- 
nious, poUte, reserved in manner, very small, and extremely neat in person.'* 



CHAPTER Xn. 



Letters, hy Gov, Van Buren, and Messrs. Cambrelentf, Coddington, J. A, Ham- 
ilton, Ingham, Dudley, L, Hoyt and Butler. Tketiealth Office— Drs, Westervelt, 
Havens, Manley, McNeven. " The party'' saved by a doctor, Mr, V. B. afraid 
of Col. Pitcher, Jesse Hoyt and the List, Attorney's place, Coddington office 
hunting. He is ready to abandon Jackson and the party, if, ^c. Hoyt, Butler 
and V. B, on office. John Duer in danger. On plighting faith to Mr. V, B, 
V. B.'s friendship for W. A, Duer, 

[" 3 sheets, charge M. V. B." Post mark, " Albany, Feb. 8."] 
PrmUe. Albany, Feb. 1, 1829. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York. 

My Dear Sir, — ^I am distressed by Lorenzo's accounts 
qf your agaiiy in New York. When will the Republican Party be made sensible of 
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the indispensable necessity of nominating none but true and tried men, so that when 
they succeed they gain something ? The same game that is playing with you was 
in a degree played here on the nomination of Attorney General. I'he only personal 
objection thai was made to Mr. Buttery was his conduct last winter in regard to the 
Clinton Bill, and I believe that every Clintonian in both houses voted against him, 
except Charles Livingston, of whose vote I am advised. Mr. B. depended upon 
your city vote, and would have succeeded if he had got it. Cargill, Arnold, Albur- 
tus, and Mr. Allen, voted for him — beyond that nothing is known. I must insist 
upon you not mentioning my name in connection with this subject in any form. 
Jnake it a point if you please to see my good friend CODDINGTON, and say to 
him that I have not been able to follow fiis advice in relation to the Health appoint-' 
meats, and hope to satisfy him when I see him that I have done ri£rht. The claims 
of Dr. Westervelt were, taking all things into the account, decideoly the strongest, 
and much was due to the relation in which he stood to Governor Tompkins, 
especially from one who knew so well what the latter has done and suffered for this 
State. I should forever have reproached myself if I could have refused so small a 
tribute to his memory. Westervelt is a gentleman and a man of talent, of a Whig 
Family, and a Democrat from his cradle. He was three years in the Hospital and 
five years Deputy Health Officer, until he was cruelly removed through the instru- 
mentality of Dr. Harrison, who, to my knowledge, owed his appointment to the 
unwearied and incessant perseverance of Governor Tompkins. Havens has been at 
the station but a year and has never seen a case of yellow fever in his life. All that 
I could do for hun (and he has not a better friend in the world,) was to satisfy 
myself that Dr. Westervelt and the Board of Hedth would retain him in his present 
station. I cannot dismiss Dr. Manley. His extraordinary capacity is universally 
admitted ; and his poverty, and misfortune in regard to the new Medical College 
which he brought mto existence but failed to get a place in it, has excited a sym- 
pathy for him with medical men in all parts of the State of unprecedented extent. 
Mr. Clinton was so sensible of it that he once actually nominated him for health 
officer, and was upon the point of doing it again the very week when he died. His 
removal if made could onty be placed on political grounds, and as he was a zealous 
Jackson man at the last election that couM not have been done without danger, 

Butler feels less than any of his friends. 

Yours truly, M. V. BUREN. 

I had promised not to interfere and did not. 



Jesse Hoyt Esq. 

Dear Sir — It is impossible to judge correctly without a view of the whole 
STOund. Some two or three weeks before the meetmg of the Leralature, Sudam 
by letter requested my neutrality. I shewed it to Mr. Butler, and, with his appro- 
bation, replied, that 1 would consider it my duty, under all circumstances, not to 
interfere. Bronson's friends had the address to push Dudley into the Senate, and 
MARCY WAS SO SITUATED THAT I MUST MAKE HIM A JUDGE OR 
RUIN HIM. These circumstances gave color to the clamour about Albany dicta- 
tion, which it became necessary to respect. No one was better satisfied than Mr. 
Butler of the impolicy and positive impropriety of my interference, as matters stood. 
My friend Campbell is certainly wrong if he blames me. He was as anxious to 
have Manley retained as to have Hitchcock appointed, and the amount of his 
advice, therefore, was, that I should give the two most valuable offices to two old 
Federalists who never acted with us till last fall, and that to the exclusion of a 
young man who, with all his connexions, have been Republicans in the worst of 
times — ^who has already been sorely persecuted, and whose firmness SAVED US 
AT THE HERKIMER CONVENTION— /or, had it not been for the fearless and 
prompt stand taken by Dr, Westervelt after the first informal ballot, PITCHER 
WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE BEEN NOMINATED. Af\er all, it is 
very doubtful whether he gets through the Senate. Mr. Schenck is co-operating 
with the opposition in the Senate, and all the old enemies of Tompkins, to get him 
rejected. About one third of the Senate are absent, and the probability is that he 
will fail. If so, I shall not nominate Havens. I have been very friendly to him, 
and have done all that was necessary to secure him (with good conduct on his 
part) in his present place, and I can never lend myself to promote the views of 
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those who ooalesoe with our enemies to sseriikM Republiesiis who stay st home, 

and trust to their friends that they may get their places. / thauld not have givm 
Matdey the office originally if I could fume found a competent Republican to take it. 
But l>eing [injcompetent and poor I could not think it proper to remoYe one Clin- 
tonian Jackson man to put in another. Dr, McNeven was kis oum only competitor. 
Targee has had as little to do with the matter as you haye, and less than Mr. 
filoodgood, or about as much. I regret the state of afiairs with you. It will work 
itself clear in the end. The general remedy is an alteration of the time of your 
charter elections. Beliere me to be, yery sincerely your friend, 

M. V. BUREN. 
Albany, Feb. 8, 1829. 
Barker yesterday presented his formal complaint against the Recorder. He be- 
hayed with great propriety, you must say notlung of my yiews in regard to Hayena. 

(Post mark Waahington.) Washington, 7 Feb., 1839. 

Dear H. — I have your letter for the Major [Noah,] who has not yet arriyed — 
when he does he shall haye it. When the time comes to strike there is no man for 
whom I would do more than for our friend Mr. C fCoddington,] none desenres 
more than he does. You are mistaken— Ohio is for itself I expect soon to hear the 
result of your ballotings. Very truly yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

New York, Feb. 13th, 1829. 

Dear Hoyt — I haye seen Al. Coe, he has signed in your favor, making five ; and 
he informs me there is no doubt of your getting the eight that yoted for vou in 
caucus — and in addition I haye no doubt you will get Xiee, which is all that is 
required. 

You no doubt remember what I told you three weeks before the election of 
Mayor, That Bourne must and slumld be the Mayor — that I seldom foiled in what I 
ttnaertook in earnest (particularly for other people — ^how it will be with myself I 
know not) in the uniy of politics. 

The result will be this in the end. You'll be District Attorney and Sheiman 
Clerk. 

Noah's haying gone to Washington, several of those who yoted for him in caucus 
haye left him, under the impression he will get something there. 

His claims are certainly far greater than Sherman's and I have not the least 
doubt he would have succeeded but for this impression. 

You may rest assured I shall leave nothing undone that can be done fairly and 
honorably to promote your interest. 

General Duff Green was elected Printer to the House on Teusday by a majority 
of two votes, and General Jackson was in the neighbourhood and expected in 
Washington on Wednesday. 

I observe that our friend Silas WriglU, Jr. Esq., has reached Albany. 

I want you to go with Cargill and Arnold to the Chancellor, to Judge Marcy, 
the Comptroller, and Secretary of State. 

If they do not like to sign my ni^ed application, you'll please draw up a joint 
letter for them to sign in my favor, addressed to our two Senators in Congress^ 
stating they are personally acquainted with me, and recommending me as a sttitaMe 
person to Jill the office of Surveyor and Inspector of the Port of New York. 

This I want you to attend to without dela}r, as they may get committed. 

Recollect that T. L. Smith (the Calhoun man,) is a candidate-— don't let him or 
his friends know that I am an applicant until after we get all the siffners we can. 

If any thing of interest occurs I will write you again. Yours truly, 

" Jesse Hoyt, Esq." J. I. CODDINGTON. 

Address, •* Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany." Per G. Tucker, Esq. 

" SUNDAY morning. New York, Feb. 16, 1829. 

" Dear Hoyt,— We had a full meeting THIS morning at Hfead Quartere— Al- 
derman C. of the firet was there— also Judge O. (I mean his brother Jesse,) Capt. 
Coffin, &o, &e. 
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We had under ooiiBidnatioii the Mmjoi's letter fimn Waahington, which you'll 
see in this morning's Enquirer— also your nomination for District Attorney. 

Alderman Cebra declinee signing any pAper, but says they know where to find 
him, and is willing to go into a ballot immediately, and would vote for you. 

Colonel Robert Arnold of New Jersey dined with me to day. He is just arrived 
from Washington, and informs me that there is no doubt of our friend Governor 
Van Buren's being Secretary of State. 

I have avuled myself to write thus much in time to send you through my neigh* 
hour Gideon Tucker, who leaves here this morning, for Albany. 

Very Respectfully, &c. J. I. CODDINGTON. 

12|c. P'm'k. N. Y. SO Feb. Address "Jesse Hoyt, Esq., rare of Lorenzo 
Hoyt, Esq., Albany." 

New York, Feb. 20th, 1829. 

Pear Sir— I am in receipt of your favouis of the 16th and 16th, and am pleased to 
learn that Mr. T. L. Smitn is not an applicant— -but really I don't understand thf 
impropriety of getting the support of our Republican Friends in the Jjegislature^ 
whether from Town or Country. 

It is not a new thing. I have known it to be done both in this State, and also in 
other states, by penons applying for offices under the General Government. 

I remember signing^or thefriendt of several of the Country Members the winter 
I was at Albany, but if I recollect right I told you my object m getting the Country 
Members ioas not so much with the view of strmgthetUng me 09 it was to preverU 
others from getting them, 

I shall be perfectly satisfied with any course you end my other friends may think 
proper to adopt. 

Before the receipt of your last letter I saw Al. C. of the Ist on Change yester^ 
day. He asserted boldly that he would support you for District Attorney. 

He cannot nor dare not back out. 

I called to day at Coe's to know if any more had signed, but he had not the pa- 
per, and informed me that the Recorder had it— and I intend to see it to-morroW| 
(would to-day but for the violent snow storm — at least 12 inches has fallen since 
morning,) and endeavour to get the 9 to sign, and I think there is no doubt of 
getting lliat number. 

I observe you wish it kept a secret that our friend the Governor is going to 

Washington.— Why even our opponents know it here 

As I have got Allen and Bogardus, would it not be well enough to get our other 
two Senators from this district? — ^This I leave entirely to you to do or not to do. 
Muir (Greneral) tells me that Arnold told him that he had got the Chancellor on^ 
but as you say nothing about, thoH perhaps he was mistaken. 

If he has not signed should like you to get him. 



I have one more favor to ask you — let me know the day that Mr. Van Buren will 
probably leave Albany for Washington. 

Your friend J. L OODDINGTON. 

In a long letter of Feb. 23d, 1820^per mail, J. L Coddington says he has had a 
confidential letter from a M., of C, Wash'n, announcinff who the members of the 
Jackson Cabinet were (it was OQnect)--Codd'n bids Hoyt take the list to Crov. 
V. B. — ^he then winds up— 

" I have to renew my request in mine of Saturday, which is, that you'l ascertain 
as near as you can what time Mr, Van Buren will leave Albany." 

'* P. S. 1 open this to say that my Washington letter says that the general opin- 
ion was that Grea. Jackson meant to take of his friends. J. I. C." 



Per Mail—" Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany." Post-mark, N. Y., 29th March 121 

cents, red ink. 
'* Confidential. New York, March S9th, 1829. 

Mj dear Sir^— I have received your favor of the 25th. 

My mterview with Mr. Van Buren was not quite as satisfiictory as I eould wish 
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or indeed had a riffht to expect, after hearing what Silas Wright, Jr. said to Arnold. 
I will explain furUier when I see jou. 

// may all end very well, hut lam prepared to hear of Noah, or Hector Craig receiv* 
in£ the appointment, 

xou no doubt have heard ere this that Major Swaxtwout, of Hoboken, is to be 
Collector of New York. He told me so himself. 

The Greneral had promised it to him, provided he could make certain arranffe^ 
ments, which he says he very soon accomplished, and sent on — and expects his 
Commission on Teusday morning. But notwithstanding all he says, Alley, Fish, 
and others dont believe it, or rather wont believe it. 

Frank Ogden, it is said, will go to Liverpool. You v)ell recollect that Camhreleng 
expects this appointment. 

Thus (if true) are TWO OF THE VERY BEST OFFICES in the gift of the 
Government GIVEN TO PERSONAL FRIENDS, and unthout even consulting 
his Cabinet, . 

There is considerable dissatisfaction here that Mr. Van Buren was not at Wash- 
ington sooner. 

Messrs. Bailey, Alley, Bloodgood and Fish, and others, called on Governor Van 
Buren on Monday, and expressed to him what they deemed the wishes of the Party-^ 
that Thompson, Duer, ^c. ought to he removed. 

The Governor told them that he had received a long letter from you respecting 
removals — but particularly about the District Attorney. 

It is said C. D. Coldeo is a candidate forDuer's place. If so, there is another 
personal friend of the General's in your way, 

IF THE PRESIDENT P1:RSUES THIS COURSE THE PARTY IS 
RUINED, AND THE SOONER WE BEGIN TO BUILD UP A NEW 
THE BETTER.* 

Let me hear from you again soon, and believe me to be yours truly, 

J. I. CODDINGTON.t 

James A. Hamilton, Acting Secretary of State, Washington, to Jesse Hoyt, at 
New York. 

Department of State, March 10, 1829. 
Dear Sir — ^I have with pleasure received your letter. As to Mr. Duer, I will say 
to you, as I said to his Brother-in-law Mr. Bunner — ^' While I am not called upon 
to make an effort to displace Duer, his conduct on an occasion of great feeling and 
delicacy, (the controversy with Mr. King about the * Hamilton Papers ') was not 
such as to occasion regret to me if he should loose his office, or to induce me to turn 
a finger to retain him."' / acree with you entirely in the propriety of making changes 
FOR THE REASON YOU SUGGEST. 

With very great regard, your friend and servant, 

JAMES A. HAMILTON. 



Franked, S. D. Ingham, Treasury Department. 

" Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York." 
Dear Sii^^I have received yours. 

The District Attomejrs have usually been recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury — but often the applications have been made directly to the President. 

• Cor1<linglon aaerwarda got ihe New York PoBiofflce. It \n evident thai pelf was the ruling pHncipla 
with him. Had it not been, he would not have dreamt of deserting those he had acted with, and endeav- 
oring to raise a mutiny in the republican camp, because Oenernl Jackson had given away one or two out of 
60,0(X) offices. He is fond of iniriinie and manasremeni. hence his friendship for Van Buren. At the 8ih of 
January dinner, at Tammany Hall, this year, his toast was " Governor Van Bursii— Ats Jiddity u* a par- 
Citafi— his talent and integrity as a statesman, have secured him the choice of the people." 

t That Menrs. Coddington and Swartwout were upon as intimate and friendly tenns with each other ■■ 
Messrs. Swartwout and Hoyt. at the lime when Coddington threatened to mutiny and build up a oew party 
to oppose Jackson's measure*!, is evident from the following among other private letters : 
Mr. J. I. Coddington, to Collector Swartwout New York. May 6th. It29. 

Dear Sir— Mr Isaac Warren is the Old Democrat ie Republican In whose favor I spoke to you sometime 
since. He has been tiring to get an appointment from IVIr. Thompeion. the last seven years— and hope he 
may irow succeed. Mr. white and Mr. McDermutt have also reque^^ted me to speak to ynu in their favor 
for a situatlou. I have alto to rtqueat thai so able and efficient an officer as Mr, Nathaniel Hunt may not 
Ac removed. Yours most respectfully, J. I. CODDINGTCJN. 
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As to the eeyeral particulais noticed in your favor, I can only say that it be- 
comes us to speak rather in action than by words, lest the latter may be misunde^ 
stood — ^the former cannot be. 

Excuse short letters — necessity compels me to be yery brief. 

Yours sincerely, S. D. INGHAM. 

Washington, 11 March, '29. 

Washington City, Match 14, 1829. 
Jesse Hojrt, Esq., New York. 

My Dear Sir, — ^I have been favored with your esteemed letter, 
dated the 9th inst. In reply to your question, I will state, that from no other person 
excepting yourself have I received any communication touching the office of District 
Attorney. Mr. Sanford tells me he has also received a letter from you, and that the 
office in question, the bestowment of it, is with the Department of State ; Mr. Van 
Buren will, of course, have much to say in it, and to whom you observe that you 
have written. There will not be any removals from office before the Senate adjourns^ 
at least from offices in your city, as I am informed. It was expected that we should 
adjourn this day sine die ; but we meet again on Monday, when there will, I have 
no doubt, be an absolute adjournment. 

The appointments are all announced in the papers — ^the few nominations left to 
act on are of a military nature — Brevets, &c. With great respect, I am, dear Sir, 
your faithful and obedH serv't, CHAS. E. DUDLEY. 

P. S. I shall have the pleasure of seeing 3rou at New York on my way home, 
most probably. C. E. D. 

Mr. Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse, 

Albany, March 17, 1899. 

My Dear Brother, — ^I have received your letters of late— those on the subject 
of District Attorney among the rest, and I have seen and read the one to Mrs, 
Butler. It seems to me to have been labour lost, for at the last conversation I had 
with her about the Washington expedition, she seemed as firm in her opposition as 
ever. What they will ultimately conclude about it, I don't know ; they will probably 
come to no determination at present. I also saw your letter to Mr. Butler. His 
opinions and feelings had undergone a great change about the District Attorney mat- 
ter since he saw you. I met him in at Mr. V. Buren's, Saturday afternoon, and the 
conversation between us three, who were alone, accidentally turned upon that subject ; 
and Mr. Butler then observed, that he began to think quite differently about it ; and 
he now says, what I could not but think he would say, that he can do nothing for 
Duer. He thinks your last letter places the subject on a strong ground ; and that 
such arguments, addressed to Mr. Van Buren, would be very apt to kindle a proper 
feeling of resentment AGAINST A SET OF MEN WHO HAVE NOT IT 
IN THEM TO BE HONEST AND TRUE TO HIM. Mr. Van Buren 
observed, on the occasion that I have mentioned, that he had had a letter from you 
that morning, and that you had set about the matter with a very determined spirit. 
I further understood him to say, that he should not interfere, especially to save Duer. 
Before much had been said on the subject we were interruptea by persons coming 
in. I am a good deal surprised th^t Mr. Van Buren can be neutral m this, and that 
he win not knd the utmost weight of his influence to displace from office such men as 
John Duer. He ought to be satisfied by this time, that that class of men can never 
be his real or pretended friends, any further than is necessary to promote their own 
interest ; but strange as it may seem, I do believe that his fear of the effect of such a 
measure, is the only motive that would prevent his conferring upon W. A. Duer any 
office within his disposal. You will probably see him when in New York, and you 
ought then to present your views to him in the plainest manner. If we have been 
struggling for the success of Jackson and the acquisition of political power, for the 
benefit of our opponents, I wish to know it, so that I may know how to act hereafter. 
From the manner in which the President has exercised his power thus far, I am 
inclined to think, that he will go ** the whole Hog.'' 

Mr. Van Buren left this morning about 11 o'clock. Mr. Butler went with him as 
far as Kinderhook or Hudson. Write me. 

Youxs afiiMtionatel^ L. p. 



60 BROWNSON — SWARTWOUT — TO THE VICTORS BELONG THE SPOILS. 

[Addressed to N. York — ^post mark Albany.] 
Jesse Hoyt Esq. Albany, March 19th, 1839. 

My Dear Sir — I have not been able to furnish Chancellor Walworth with 
a copy of 's answer, my original copy having got into that celebrated recep- 
tacle of Chancery papers, from which nothing is ever to be withdrawn — ^the draw 

or bushel basket, (I don't know which,) of his venerable predecessor 

I wish I had time to say something of your last letter, but as the hour for clcsing* 
the mail is at hand I must defer, and if I defer the whole matter will tumble into 
Limbo, for I never can undertake to answer an old letter. You do me injustice in 
your mode of stating the case. As between you and John Duer I never can hesi- 
tate. You are not only the oldest friend, but most assuredly HAVE THE 
STRONGEST POSSIBLE CLAIMS UPON ME— c/ai»w which 1 hope to con- 
unce you I have not forgotten, and can never forget. 

Mrs. B. continues to think illy not only of the Washington people, but of your 
arguments in its favor. I shall submit the matter wholly to her decision, though 
my judgment, not less than my inclination, tells me she is wrong in some of l^r 
objections — if not in all. Most truly yours, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

CHAPTER Xm. 

Brownson on Restorations, Svoartwaut to Hoyt. Office Hunting. — " to the Victors 
belong the Spoils^ Jesse advised to *^jmsh like a DeviL'* He does so. Addresses 
Secy, VanBuren, Bryan Farrall. Help your friends. Herons — ^^ blood nchly 
shed,^^ Retributive justice y ^c, Rudolph Jaunner's bargain, Gouvemiurs bet. 
Jesse hits hard — threatens to issue ** the Life and Adventures of John Duer'^ — 
Likes day and Jackson's boldness. 

The reader, now admitted behind the scenes, cannot fail to recognize the wonder- 
ful accuracy of Mr, Brownson's views as to the inevitable effect which the return to 
power of Mr. Van Buren and his followers must have had. Mr. Polk's election ia 
out the least of two eyils, but it is the least. 

" Considerate men, who stood by Mr. Van Buren, and made no inconniderable sa- 
crifices to sustain htm, felt that all was not lost ; nay, that the gain might, possibly, 
in the lonir run, nverbulance the loss. Mr. Van Buren, they felt, was out of the way, 
and thip, in itself, was no trilling gain. Hope sprang up afiesh, and, in the buoyancy 
of their hearts, ihey were disposed to treat him with all tenderness, to trend lightly 
on bis faults, to forget the injuries be inflicted on the Republican cause, and to mag* 
nify, as much as possible, his viirtues and public services. . . . But the re-«ppear^ 
ance of Mr. Van Buren on the stage changes the whole afpect of affairs. He cornea 
not alone, but as the chief of a band, which the country had devoutly hoped was di»^ 
persei, never to be collected again. He comes as the representative of the same old 
corrupt and corrupting system of paily tactics, followed by the pame swarm of gieedy 
spoilsmen, with their apftetito for plunder sharpened by the few } ears' abstinence 
they have been forced, through the remains of the original virtue and patriotism of 
the country, to practise. Gratify his wishes, restore him to the place he is personally 
soliciting, and we lose all that was good in the defeat of the Republican party in 1840, 
and retain only the evil ; we restore what, with an almost unheard of eflort, the coun* 
try had thrown off, and place the Republican party in the condition in which it must 
be defeated again, or the country inetxievably ruined." 



Collector Swartwout to Collector Hoyt. 

Washington, 14 March, 1829. 
My Dear Jessika — Your very beautiful and intire interesting letter of the 8th was 

received in due course of law. / hold to your doctrine fully, that NO D D 

RASCAL WHO MADE USE OF HIS OFFICE OR ITS PROFITS for the 
nurpose of keeping Mr. Adams in, and Gen. Jackson out of power, is entitled to tlte 
k<Kt lenity or mercy, save thai of hanging. So we think both alike on that head. 
\y^9thex Qx not, I ahall get any wing ia the general scxamble for plunder, xe» 
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mains to be proven : bat I rather guess I sha]l. What it will be is not yet 80 certain ; 
perhaps Keeper of the Bergen light house. 

I rather think Massa Ponip stands a smart chance of going somewhere, perhaps 
to the place you have named or to the DeviL 

Your man, if you want a place, is Col. Hamilton. He being now the second 
officer in the Govemmsnt of the Union, and in all probability, our next President. 
Maka your suit to him, then, and you will get. what you want. I know Mr. Ing- 
ham slightly, and would recommend you to PUSII LIKE A DEVIL, if you 
expect any tlung from that quarter. I can do you no good in any quarter of the 
world, having mighty little influence beyond Hoboken. The great goers are the 
new men ; the old troopers being all spavined and ringboned from previous hard 
travel. I've got the hots, the fet-lock, hip-joint, gravel, halt and founders ; and I 
assure you if I can only keep my own leg^s, I shall do well ; but Vm darned if I can 
carry any weight with me. When I left home, I thought my nag sound and strong, 
but the beast is rather broken down here. I'll tell you more about it when I see you 
in New York. 

In seriousness, my dear Sir, your support must come from Mr. Van Beuren and 
Mr. Col. Hamilton ; I could not help you any more than your clerk ; if I had the 
ability, rest assured I would do it without prompting. 

Tell Robert Sands that I am offended with him ; he promised to write to me and 
Mr. H. on business, and he has not done it. My best respects to him. I shall be 
home in two or three days. Till when, do all you can to improve your fortunes, 
and believe sincerely Yours SAM. SWARTWOUT. 

Mr, Jesse Hoyt to Hon, Martin Van Buren. 

Saturday, 11 o'clock, A. M., March 21, 1829. 
Dear Sir, — I am under the necessity of leaving this evening so as to be in 
Albany Monday morning at the opening of the Court of Chancery, and I presume I 
shall not be able to see you. The man whom I had spoken to as your vakt has 
called every day this week to see when you was to be in town, but I have not seen 
him tu-day, but I have left word at my office if he calls to send him to the City 
Hotel. His name is Bryan Farrall, He has good recommendations from Mr. W. 
B. Astor. He has lived with Mr. Prime, from whom I have learned more particu- 
larly his character. He is very capable, sober, honest — his only fault is his bad 
temper, for which Mr. Prime discharged him — ^but a man who would not suit Mr. 
Prime in this particular, would never have occas^ion to exhibit that failing to you, 
but of this you are to judge. As a general rule it is an objection to a servant. He 
is married, but would leave his family here. This is all I have to say on domestic 
concerns, and what else I have to say is not upon subiects of less importance, but 
which you may (and, as the world goes, perhaps iustly,) consider as partaking a 
little of selfishness — but, as Mr. Richie said the other day in a letter to Mr. Noah, 
** Mr. Van Beuren must tell the truth to General Jackson.*' So I ought to tell the 
truth to you, andl will do so, at the hazard of forfeiting your confidence and good 
opinion ; for, if I have it now I am under serious apprehensions that I cannot retain 
it lone without abandoning all political honesty, consistency, and " straight forward^ 
ness,^ I take it for granted that all who do not support the present administration 
you will not consider your friends, and of course will lose your confidence. I have 
said from the commencement of the contest that I would not support any adminis- 
tration who would support men in power that had contributed to overthrow the 
democratic party in this State. I have preached this doctrine too long, and it has 
taken too a footing here, to be easily got rid of. This is not only the doc- 

trine in theory, but we require it to be reduced to practice by the servants of the 
people to whom we have temporarily delegated the trust. I speak now the univeisal 
sentiments of Uie democracy of this city, and you may rely upon it no man can be 
sustained who aids or abets in the disappointment of the just expectations of the 
people on this subject — and all personal considerations and private friendships must 

S'eld to political justice. The leading politicians of this city (Mr. l^argee ard Mr. 
pwne excepted) require the removal or Mr. Jonathan Thompson ; and Mr. Bowne 
^^ put in jeopardy his own situation by attempting to sustain Mr. Thomfson. 
Mr. Peter Stagg and the appraiser every body seems to take for granted will be 
itaunred. We have in this State fought off Uie infamous charges against General 
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Jackson and yourself and gaye the He to the authors and publishers of them. To 
continue those in power who contributed to sustaining those charges would but 
admit the truth of them, and throw back a rebuke upon us for contradicting them. 
This rebuke is unjust^ and we ujill not receive it with impunity from an administration 
which WE THE PEOPLE have created. Nor can we sanction the doctrine of the 
administration, or any of its members^ buying up its enemies at the expense of its 
friends. " The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church," and that blood 
which we nobly sited in 1824 in drfendine our principles and our party is stiU curdled 
by the recollection of OUR SUFFERINGS m that memorable fight, and we will 
not now permit it to be handed over to the mercy or magnanimity of those who 
were the cause of its being shed — ^but we ask that retributive justice shall be dealt 
out to those who from that time to this have not sheathed their swords or ceased in their 
efforts to prostrate us. In calling upon our friends, to act in this matter, we shall, 
as we always have done, repudiate the doctrine of neutrality. We shall expect 
every man to take sides one way or the other, either for or against removals. The 
old maxim of *' those not for us are against us," you have so often recognized that 
its authority cannot be denied. I have one word to say upon a particular case about 
which I am particularly excited for various reasons — it is the case of Mr. Duer. He 
was appointed by Mr. Charles King, apd his removal or retention is probably left 
with you, at least so says Mr. Sanford and Mr. Dudley, if I read the letter of the 
latter correctly. Mr. Bunner, I presume, has made his bargain with some Southern 
Interest for his retention. I judge so from various circumstances, one of which is, 
that Mr. Samuel L. Gouvemeur offered a bet of $ 100 day before yesterday that he 
would not be removed. He has his advices daily from Mr. Calhoun or some of his 
friends, I have not the slighest doubt. Tlie conversation I had with you at Albany 
satisfied me that you would retain Mr. Duer if you could find a satisfactory apology. 
Since which I have heard from Mr. Duer's mends that you would support hun, and 
from yours that you would remain neutral. When I left Albany I was not a candi- 
date, and I became so, as I wrote Mr. Ingham, by the advice of my political friends, 
who could insist upon Mr. D.'s removal. I told Mr. Bowne that I would not take 
the office of District Attorney for this city if I could get it, till Mr. Duer wa» 
removed, and now repeat that I will hold no office from any political party that will 
keep Mr. Duer in his present station. The very idea that you would by thought or 
deed contribute to such a result has given me more awful feelings than 1 experienced 
when I held a conversation with you in your room over Crittenden's dining room, in 
the evening of the day of the choice of the Electors in 1824, when our very senses 
were stunned by the shouts of Mr. Duer and his friends over their champagne in the 
room below. What you told me in that conversation I well recollect, and I thought 
you were serious and would not, under any circumstances, forget them at least for 
six years, the ordinary statute limitation for varol promises : but if the statute had 
attached the promises and the consideration have been received by Mr. Duer's con- 
nection with Judge Thompson, Anti-Masonry, and God knows what, last fall ; and, 
if I recollect right, Mr. D. was to be one of the body guard to give you an escort to 
Kinderhook the Friday after the last November election. I do not remind you of 
these things to excite your prejudices, but as evidence of overt acts against the 
democracy of the State. To retain Mr. Duer would be to disapjpoint friends and 
enemies, for it is considered by all upon general principles that he is to be removed, 
and if he is retained you get no credit for it even from them. They will attribute it 
to your fears, and your party ftiends will charge you with bargaining to buy up 
your enemies at the expense of the party who have laboured to sustain you. There 
is a charm attending bold measures extremely fascinating — it has given to General 
Jackson all his glory, and it will give to ^Ir. Clay hereafter power and strength, 
and the speech he made at the Washington dinner is admired for its impudence* and 
the manly spirit it breathes. 

In regard to the applicants for Mr. Duer's place, I have nothing to say, further 
than that it is not just to import a man from the country — ^by this I mean Mr. Bun- 
ner ^ who is not at heart with t«, as you plainly discovered on your visit two years 
ago to Oswego — ^besides many other objections that could be raised, it would amount 
to a re-appointment of Mr. Duer. I have done nothing since I wrote to you, in 
regard to myself. Many people have offered to interfere in my behalf but I have 

* I think be iattndad to mj * iadapondMiM.' 
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delayed takinff any meastires till I had seen you. My fint and principal object i9 
the removal of Mr. D., and when that is done I am willing to leave my claims to the 
justice and not to -the policy of the appointinj? power. If Mr. D. is not removed by 
the time I return from Albany, I shall visit Washington to hand, in person to every 
member of the Cabinet " The Life and Adventures of John Duer^^ — ^for as lunff as 
God spares my life I shall not spare my exertions to get him out of office, as well as 
all those who have betrayed their friends, their party, and their principles. In doing 
this, however, I will not, as he and his friends have done, violate the sanctity of 
private friendship and private confidence, but the means I shall resort to will be free 
from concealment, but shall be open and manly, and upon the same principles that 
ha5 actuated me in opposing him during the late contest. I shall therefore, if driven 
to go to Washington to prefer my complaints shall go, not as a candidate myself, for 
I should not then be listened to with as much consideration as I otherwise should, 
because men in power are not prone to look upon office seekers in so favorable a 
light. 

I have written this in the hurry of departure, and subject to the interruptions of 
office business. I have not time to read it over and prune it of any doubtful expres- 
sions, if any such there be. I therefore send it, subject to any explanations that may 
be proper to convey my. true meaning. 

So far as I have taken a general or special view of the subject spoken of I am 
borne out by a vast majority of your political friends in the city, all of whom feel 
this to be a critical point in your political fate. The theory of your address to the 
Ck>mmittee of the Legislature we all admire— the practice under it, if conformable 
to the theory, is all that we require. 

In great haste, very truly, your friend, J. HOYT. 

Hon'ble M. Van Buren, Wash'n. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



Secretary Van Buren' s reply — Hoyt charged with rudeness. Who had the President's 
confidence. HoyCs rejoinder — he had no inherent love of office — was no mercenary 
^Utidan — had been educated by the Secretary. Curious story of N. Y. office seek" 
ing. Jesse's qualities. Sec'y Ingham on Place Jmnters. Cambreleng's efforts on 
behalf of Coddington. Tfie Whigs pitied. V. B.'s young tribe. 

Secretary Van Buren, Washington, to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. (Private.) 
Free — M. Van Buren. 

Dear Sir — ^I never expected to see the day when I should be constrained, as I 
now am, to address you in the language of complaint. Nothing but my strong con- 
viction of the extent and sincerity of your friendship could sustain me in resisting 
the belief that you have a settled purpose to quarrel with me. Here I am engaged 
in the most intricate and important affairs, which are new to me, and upon the suc- 
cessful conduct of which my reputation as well as the interests of the country depend, 
and which keep me occupi^ from early in the morning, until late at night, and can 
you think it kind or just to harrass me under such circumstances with letters, which 
no man of common sensibility can read without paini Your letter to me at New 
York contained many truths, for which I was thankful, and reflections which I 
thought just, but the whole were expressed in terms so harsh, not to say rude, as to 
distress me exceedingly. I have scarcely recovered from the effect of so great an 
error in judgement, to say nothing else, when I am favored with another epistle 
from you, sUll transcending its predecessor in its most objectionable features. I 
must be plain with you. 1 have all my life, (at least since I have known you), 
cherished the kindest solicitude for your welfare, and have manifested at least my 
good will towards ^ou, and should be extremely sorry to have occasion to change 
those feelings, but it is due to us both that I should say, that the terms upon which 
you have seen fit to place our intercourse are as inadmissable. It grieves me ex- 
ceedingly, more than you imagine, to be obliged to say so. When I was favored 
with your epistle in New York, I had just returned from an interview with Mr. 
Bowne, in which I had made your immediate appointment as District Attorney, a 
point that could be no longer delayed. I have smce had an increased desire to see 
it done» have taken steps to effect it, and with the mail that brings your accusatory 
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letter, I have information that it shall be done ; but that jon are hesitating whether 
you will accept it or not. Let me advise you without girinsr my reason why, to do so. 

The story you tell [the tpord ilkgible,] as coming uom Mr. llilla (a man who if I 
know him is without the slightest consideration in society) about the President's 
great confidence in Mr. Berrien, and little in me, is the veriest stuff that could be 
conceived. The repetition of such idle gossip constrains me to say, what I am 
almost ashamed to do, that I have found the President affectionate, confidential, and 
kind to the last degree ; and that I am entirely satisfied that there is no degree of 
good feeling or coiSidenoe which he does not entertain for me. He has, however, 
his own wishes and favorite views upon points which it is not my province to 
attempt controul. Upon every matter he wishes to have the truth and respects it ; 
and will in the end satisfy all of the purity of his views and intentions. I have not 
time to add another word. Your friend and humble servant in extreme haste, 

Washington, April 13, 1829. M. V. BUREN. 

Mr, Jesse Hoyt to Mr, Secretary Van Buren^ at Washington, 

New York, April 24, 1R29. 

Dear Sir, — ^I received your letter of the 13, on Monday morning last at Albany » 
and sufficient time has elapsjd I think to enable me to answer ii without indul^ng 
ill those feelings its perusal naturally gave rise to. I have not now and at no time 
have 1 had any '* settled purpose to quarrel with «ou," for I have too oAen quarreUed 
for you, to be at this time willing to quarrel with you. It would be extranely hutmi" 
iating to me to be obleec/ged to admit, that in all mv intercourse with you 1 had not 
sufficient sagacity to understand your character ; and it would be no less mortifying 
to have cause to unsay all I have said for the last 12 years, calculated to advance 
your reputation as a man, and your INTEGRITY as a politician. When I first 
came to this city to live, yotir democratic adherents were not numerous^and with- 
out any vanity I may say that my exertions tended to increase the number^and 
until I have been found guilty of some overt act in derogation of my former conduct 
I question with great respect your right to make the insinuation your letter seems to 
co.ivey. 

As I am not favored with a bill of particulars of my *' indiscretions " '* error of 
judgment,*' &c. dtc, I am deprived of the power of explanation, but if the plain 
truth, spoken in a plain way, renders *' an intercourse inadmissable," then am I 
coitent to be cut oflf from the world and the friends I have hitherto been ardently 
a.tached to. 

Every idea I conveyed in the letter you received from me wJdle here were conveyed 
more in reference to your interest thanmy ovm, and the language in which they were 
clothed I supposed would have been sufficiently softened by the reservation 1 made 
at the close of the letter — at least to such an extent as would have protected me 
from the charge '' of rudeness,*' which always detracts from the gentlemanly de- 
portment I am most anxious to preserve. The political sentiment of thai letter I 
still adhere to. My political principles I inherited from a ** long line of ancestors " 
(such as xho.Y were,) MY POLITICAL EDUCATION I AM MAINLY IN- 
DEfJTED TO YOU FOR, and the principles J imbihed from birth ns well as educa- 
tio I cannot be eradiated at this time of life. I HA VE NOT MADE POLITICS A 
MATl^ER OF DOLLARS AND CENTS, NOR HAVE I ADHERED TO 
PARTY WITH TKE HOPE OF GAIN, but I hive Ubored in ihem under 
your immediite auspicies for 12 years with the leading motive to serve you, but 
against the advice of miny powerml business friends. l)uriiig this time you have 
m3t with occasional reverses, and I believe my fidelity and faithfulness, and even 
s?m9 degr^ of efficiency to you. were never questioned by any one — nor am I 
aware of having evinced any disposition to shrink from the consequences of adversity 
which attended you. If perchance I should now fail to pour out heartless adulation 
l3ss copiously than scycophants and intregers who have the good fortutie to sur* 
round your person at this time, it may be a just ground '* for letting me down the 
wind a prey to fortune." I have no ambition to be in the train of great men, if I 
am to sacrifice my independence or to be prohibited in expressing an honest opinion. 
I fr&nkly admit I wrote the letter referred to under some excitement. I was Mssured 
by Mr Duer's friends that you had promised to sustain him. My conversation with 
you at Albany led me to the same conclusion. I had that morning received iufonna* 
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tion from Albany that vou had spoken to Govenior Throop, at the request and in 
behalf of Judge I)uer, for V ice-Chancellor. If ihis was not enough lo jus'ify plain 
dealing from one who had given some pri'ofs of devotion 10 you, and who fcli tho 

freat interest you had at stake, I am at a loss to know what would have been. 
know the sense of your partizans in relation to these men, and I know a more indis- 
creet measure you could not have adopted, if you desired to retain your power aiid 
iuduence with the party to which you have acknowledged obligations. 

As I wrote that letter my confidential clerk copied the sheets (I kept a copy 
without reading over the original or even the copy before I got to Albany) for the 
purpose of enabling me to shew it to Mr. Butler. I did so, and he remarked that it 
was all right, and he was glad I wrote it. lie said the ideas were very strongly 
expressed but the reservation I refer to rendered that harmless in point of language, 
and I must therefore confess I was surprised to find that the character of tho 
language I used had found its way to your " Sensibility," or that you could for one 
moment consider me guilty of *^ rudeness." As to the other letter, I am equally 
surprised at the exception. If these were considered exceptionable, then I fear the 
one I wrote covering one to Mr. Hamilton would be deemed still more so. I had 
reason to be dissatisfied with Mr. Hamilton for having misled me in his letter early 
in March. I may have written the last letter under the influence of that feeling. 
When I tell you, however, that I meant nothing inconsistent with my former rela- 
tion to you, and that I shall not hereafter obtrude either my ofnnions or advice upon 
rm in relation to any subject, I should hope I had made satisfactory atonement, 
am perfectly aware of the responsibility of your situation, and God knows there 
is no man living that would be more gratified than I should to have you acquit 
yourself with reputation. I am very much ohUedged to you for your interferenco 
with Mr. Bowne. I shall not get that place, and I can tell you how I was 
keot.out of it. Mr. Maxwell, when he got alarmed, goes to Judge Hoflfman 
and tells him he was to be removed, and that his son, Ogden, had better be a candi- 
date for the office. Mr. Bowne tells Hiker, confidentially and he tells an Alderman, 
that you would be pleased to see me put there. This comes to the ear of Hoff- 
man, and he goes to all the Clintonian Aldermen, .... of the 4th and 8th 

wards, &c. &c., and insinuates this idea to them, and with all the adroitness 

peculiar to that family, rakes up old prejudices, enlists Duer, who is attached to 
young Hofllman, with all the coodies, high minded, and Clintonians, and I was 
defeated. Duer was in the thickest of this. No Clintonian in the Legislature 
voted for Butler, save one or two ; not one of the corporation voted for me. We 
had become obnoxious for our services in the cause of another leader. There is not 
t Id staunch democracy enough in the Conunon Council to elect me. It is not then 
fit' prising that my inveteracy to that concern, coodies, high minded and all, should 
be a^ strong as it is. Mr. Duer is now playing the same game that Maxwell play- 
ed on Wemiesday (James Campbell authorised me to eay so) — he went to Judge 
Hoffman and told him that he had such information as satisfied him that he would 
be removed, and that he did not know why his son Ogden should not be appointed. 
Mr. Duer had then been informed that Mr. Hamilton had the option to take the 
office. He told me on Tuesday that Mr. Hamilton could not take it, for on that 
subject he was " Committed on paper." Mr. Bunner told me the same thing on 
Monday, at Albany. After this Mr. Duer goes to Judge Hoffman, and, with what 
motive it is not difficult to divine. 

I did state to Mr. Bowne that, as things now stood, I could not fnTcept the office 
of Attorney for this County, nor can I if it could be given me, after what I write 
you, with any degree of honor. I informed the gentlemen who were instrumental 
in getting up a caucus here on Saturday and Wednesday last, (which, by the bye, 
were peHect abortions,) that I had no expectations of Mr. Duer's office, for I knew 
from Uie beginning if you were not for me it was idle to say any thing on the subject ; 
and I need not say that I have not been promised any aid from you, though I 
thought then and now think I had strong claims on you as a party man and a 
personal friend — and such I undertake to say is the universal sentiment of every 
t>ody here, of all parties who have witnessed my exertions to sustain you against 
the infamous attacks of your enemies. More than 20 leading men here tendered 
their namss, and among the rest Mr. J. C. Hamilton ; your silence induced me to 
dMUM th9 prQff«r. I HAVE NO INHERENT LOVE OF OFFICE, uA I 
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have not therefore studied discaretion or weighed pronouns and adveibs in my letters 
to ^' Constitutional advisers " and advisers not constitutional at Washington. / 
know THE EXACT EXTENT of my pretensiofiSf my services, claims^ CAPACITY, and 
POWER — ^they are small and inconsiderable — ^but when all or any of them — shall 
not be properly respected by those whom I think ought to respect Uiem, I should be 
unwilling to submit in silence without being alarmed at any fate that might await 
me. Political fidelity, untiring industry and perseverance will one day or other find 
their value in the political maxxet. These qualities I claim to vossess, and which I 
deem important ingredients in forming and which nearly make up a capital, on 
which one can commence business on his own account. It would grieve me as 
much and infinitely more than it possibly could you to be under the necessity of 
differinff 80 far as to lead to a severance of that friendship which I know has ex- 
isted. 1 ou have the power to make me District Attorney, but I could not sufli- 
ciently abhor myself if 1 was ** to quarrel with you " for omitting to do it. Yet if 
Mr. Duer is not removed or any but a democrat is appointed I should do violence 
to the principles you have taught me not to be dissatisfied ; and I do not think your 
nature is so much changed as that you would require me to withhold the expression 
of that dissatisfaction. Lorenzo tells me I had better abandon all ideas of political 

Ereferment till the coodies and high minded have become exterminated. Perhaps 
e is right. I have said all I have to say, and perhaps more than I should have 
said, but the ground upon which your letter places us seemed to require equal can- 
dor on my part. I will not attempt to disguise the fact that my feelings were such 
toward you that I fancied I was entitled to know the principles upon which you 
were to dispense your political power, and to be informed frankly whether it was rx- 
pedient to ask for the place of an obnoxious incurnbent. The confidence I should 
nave reposed m your friendly advice, which I thought myself entitled to, but which 
was witnheld, would have satisfied me, whatever it might have been. Your total 
silence on this subject, with the apprehension attending it, led to the anxiety to be 
informed whether your friends and enemies were to be put in, hotch-potch, without 
any more adhesive qualities than oil and water, and which could never be reduced 
to a reasonable consistence. It was not inconsistent with my regard for you to 
point to the danger of such a course ; whether I have by so doing forfeited your 
confidence is a matter somewhat lessened in importance to me, from a conviction of 
the purity of my motives. Yet, as I ever have been. Your friend, 

J. HOYT. 

Hon. S. D. Ingham, Secretary Treasury, to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y. — ^Franked, 

Washington, April 14. 

Washington, 14 April, 1829. 

Dear Sir — ^Your favor is duly received, but you must permit me to say in great 
soberness, that an excitement without reason cannot be founded in sober judgment, 
and ought never to be made the cause of action on the part of an administration, 
who are bound to consult, in great soberness, the great interests of the country, and 
not the feverish feeling even of the best of fhends, for which no reason can be 
given. 

If there were an enemy menacing your food city with desolation, that would be 
a good reason for excitement, or if it was known that your Collector was embezzling 
the public money, or corrupting the Community by official abuses, there would be good 
excuse ; but really for so many wise men as we claim among our friends in New 
York to suffer themselves to be put into hysteric spasms because of the continuance of 
Mr, Thompson to collect the duties a few days or weeks longer, or shorter, is really 
matter of surprise — and if it indicates any tmng for consideration here, it is, that it 
would be better to let the Fever evaporate before we throw in any more stimulants 
[or stimolous]. I am sure that sedatives are better adaoted to such a condition than 
any other prescription — ^but to be more serious, my Dear sir, let me tell you that 
there is a vast mass of selfish interest at work abroad, to excite jealousies among us 
here, and produce distraction, by which some may ride into office on one hobby, 
some on another, while we are endeavoring to stand unmoved by those rufflinff 
passions, and by harmonious action, to keep the ship steady on her course — ^and I 
should hope there was soberness enough among you to resist the impotence of 
expectants, until their vain hopes shall yield to reason and cosunon 8«nM, 
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There is, moreoyer, yon most know an immense mass of severe and constant 
labor to be performed by the officers of the government, and much more severe to 
those who come newly into office. These duties cannot be postponed, and I do 
assure you that / am compiled daily to file away long lists of recommmdatiomt, 4*c. 
without reading them, although I work 18 hours ofth? 24, with all my dilligence. 

The appointments can be postponed— other matters cannot — and it was one of the 
prominent errors of the late administration, that they suffered many important public 
interests to be neglected, while they were cruizing about to secure or buy up 
partizans. 

This we must not do, and hence it is only at intervals, '* few and far between," 
that we can find a mementos time to consider appointments. 

Then let us come to New York — 

Our friends there have settled down on about two of the appointments, but you 
are wholly unsettled as to the Collectorship ; and I believe as to V. A.,* and yet such 
impatience ! 

Why, Sir, let me tell you, that one of our best, and I had almost said, ablest 
friends in Baltimore, left here on the 6th March, leaving his imprecation behind 
him, because he was not appointed to an office, not then vacant, and because we 
had not removed all the Administration Inspectors, not one of whom could have 
been known here, and of whom they have not yet accurately informed me. 

He has since come to his senses — the Inspectors are chiefly removed, and matters 
are getting right there. 

Boston, too, has been in a fever, where our friends were so strong, that they 
have divided into two parties. 

Providence, too, has had a ferment, where we had 72 votes, all told. 

There has also been the same at Litile Egg Harbour, where we had five votes ! 

These matters proceed from the morbid parts of our system — but nothing can 
sink deep which is not founded in something rational and substantial. 

Are you not wearied with my long letter] I am. 

It is the most lengthy epistle I have written, since I was dubbed Secretary — and 
despair of getting time to write such another, for this year at least. 

Yours truly, S. D. INGHAM. 



Mr, Cambreleng to Mr, Jesse Hoyt. 
Private. Washington, 10th Jan'y, 1833. 

Dear H. — I wish you to show the enclosed letter to Mr. Jackson. Mr. Mo 
Lane, besides which that letter contains (which is a true statement) had other reO" 
sons which cannot be erplained on paper. I'here was no deception — ^no want of 
influence about it — ^the question rested on other grounds altogether. 

Say to our friend C. [i^oddington] in answer to his enquiries, that I had this 
morning a frank and full conversation with Mr. Barry, who tells me that he never 
authorized Mr. Smith to believe that he would appoint him, and that he had no idea 
of doing any such thing. Mr. Smith's going on to New York has done him 
injury-—^ will not get the office. It is well understood by the President, Mr. Marry, 
and by all who have any influence here, that when a change takes place Mr. U. 
will undoubtedly be the man. Although I cannot and will not be instrumental in 
the removal of Mr. Gouverneur, I will take care that our republican friends sliuil 
not l>e disappointed for the last time. When a change takes place, Mr. Coddington 
will be the choice of the President and the P. M. G. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBREI.EXG. 

10* Your letter is destroyed^-do the like with this — Gov. Thioop and Mr. Craig 
were nominated to-day. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. Free--M. Van Burcn. 

My Dear Sir, — ^Isend you with the greatest pleasure the Istter 
you desire for our friend Phelps. I have been here for a few days where the 
Knemy is using very desperate efforts. I almost begin to pity the poor Whi|>8. 

•U. a Oiftrict AttoTDtx, So. Dii. N. T. 
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capital (hundreds of thousands of dollars) was paid up, but they well knew that 
not over five cents in the dollar had been so paid, if as much — they pretended to he 
in a flourishing condition when on the eve of bankruptcy, and divided profits though 
they had realized none. When the bubble burst the public was cheated out of 
more than $600,000. Are not laws for the piibhc benefit? What a farce it 
would be to entrust a case like that to a Butler or a Van Buren ! By their politi- 
cal machinery, General Wetmore appeared in the legislature of New York, 1836, 
to vote for Barker^s BufiUo Bank, and for other Banks by which our honest, hard 
working people have been defrauded out of milhons of dollars. General Prosper, 
by the like machinery, is now <* Navy Agent at New York," one of the most 
lucrative and important oflSces in the Union ! 

[No. 1.] John Van Buren to Jesse Hot/t, at New York. 
Why God D — ^n you, Jesse ! buy my stock and draw upon me at sight. 
You must be poor hitdtes down there, if you cannot raise this two penny sum. 
If the Stock has gone up, let it go to H—U, 

The Bank will come up against the Safety Fund Banks, and depress stocks — ^the 
Governor's measure wiQ eventually relieve the country. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
Albany, March 25th, 1834. 

[No. 2.] Address — Jesse Ho3rt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York. Paid 
12i— Pm k " Albany March 22." 

My Dear Jesse — ^Please let Nevins and Townsend buy me 100 shares of Moh. 
and Hud. R. R. for cash at 96, and Bost. and Prov., 100 shares at021 cash; 
drawinjT on me at 3 days sight for the amount. 

If better terms can he hui by taking the stocks two weeks hence (buying on 
time) I should like it better. 1 fear stocks will rise after Monday, and therefore I 
want these purchases made Monday, but leave it open after. 

Let the bf^gars deal honestly hy me for I lose a deal of money any how. 

Tltere will be something done here Monday that will diarm you Yorkers. 

Laiorence will run Hkc the Cholera. 

Please ask Bucknor to hand you the amount of difllerences at which my fifty 
shares Manhattan stock were settled, and send it to me. 

Yours very truly, and much better. 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, March 2Sd, 1834. 

[No. 3.] Per mail, post mark, " Albany — Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, 
New York." 

My Dear Jesse — ^The purchase by N. and T. of 100 Mohawk at 96, is very 
ffotid. I understand it to be payable in all next week. I shall be in N. Y. next 
Monday (3l8t inst.) and shall then arrange it. 

Please countermand the order for Boston and Providence : I should prefer not to 
buy it ; and if it is purchased and can be resold without loss, let it be done — any 
how, as Lord Grey said, I shall stand by my ' order.' Yours very truly, 

J.VANBuilEN. 

Albany, March 28th, 1834. 

[No. 4.] My Dear Jesse, — Nevins and Townsend write me that they have 
boucrht my Utica Stock. Please get the money for the enclosed and pay them. / 
do not wish to correspond with them directly. 

Let the certificate be made out in my name, and send it to me by some privaU 
conveyance, or keep it till 1 come down, which will be shortly. 

Yours very truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
Albany, April 17th, 1834. 

[No. 5.1 Mt Dear Jesse, — ^With the slender assistance of the above [a draft 
for $780] fortified by the enclosed [a check for $31,10], you will, I think, he 
able, (if you will do om the favor,) to satisfy the following d«maDds— 



OAMBUNO, SWEARING AND STOCKJOBBING. 61 

Kevins & Townsend $391,46— Chester Jennings $350— *<TouDg" Wilson 
$ 100 — Minthorne Tompkins $70. 

If it falls short, parcel it out to the Cormorants, in such bits as you may deem 
most meet to subserve their several necessities. 

I intend to walk into the Mohawk soon. 

J. VAN BUREN. 

P. S. I tho't my stock was bought at 109, was it not? The receipt says 109i. 
Albany, June 13th, 1834. 
Per mail, June 14. 

[No. 6.] My Dear Jesse, — ^For G — d's sake send me my over coat — my under- 
clothes are all worn out, and I am a beggar. Let it be tAken to Wheeler's, who 
will send it to me. 

Can you get any bets on Governor, even? We shall lick the Dogs so in this 
State that the * Great West' will hear the howling. 

Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Aug't 29th, 1834. 

N. B. Our brethren in Oneida are all * with one accord united' — look out for a 
tall majority in 0. (1) * Perish C. P. C. Beardsley' (2) will be re-elected by 1500 
majority. 

?^o. 7.] My Dear Jesse, — ^Please let Nevins & Townsend buy roe 100 shares 
atterson R. R. Stock del'v'r in 60 ds, as cheap as possible. 1 must have a sky 
at the boys. 
Keep the purchased note till I see you. 

I shall go west this afternoon, and return in 3 or 4 weeks. If anything turns up 
in my absence to depress stocks rapidly and seriously, which is hardly possible, sell 
out and save me from loss. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
Sept. 5, 1834. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor, &c., New York. 
Endorsed *' charge J. V. B. Paid 12J." 

[No. 8.] P'm'k— " Avon, N. Y., Sept. 28"— franked by " M. V. Buren." 

My Dear Jesse, — I make use of a frank the old man left with roe, to let you 

know that / am about as unhappy a d 1 as you would wish to see-^from the fear 

thai you have purchased me some Patterson R. R. Stock, on which lam to lose a large 
sutn of money. 

I see that on Wednesday it left off at 81i|, which is 8 or 9 per cent lower than it 
was when I authorized you to buy for me. 

I know nothing of the d d stock, except that Bremner was dealing in it, and 

it had been rising for a month, and I hardly tho't my buying would knock it down 
forthwith. 

Perhaps it will go still lower, and may be worth nothing for all I know. If so, 
and if I own any, sell if you think best, and let roe lose the present difference. 

If I get out of this job, you may consider me *' discharged cured" as the Cholera 
reports read. Yours ever truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Avon Springs, Sept. 27, Saturday, [1834.] 

Alby. p. m'k— Oct. 7. Paid 25 cts. Addressed to Mr. Hoyt, at New York. 

[No. 9.] My Dear Hoyt,— They say * the Mood of the Martyrs is the seed of 
the Church,' and heaven knows I have been freely tapped in the good cause. THE 
REM. [removal] OF THE DEP. [deposits] cost me a fortune, and now I don't 
see but 1 must lose another hunk of my little earnings. 

My impression is that Stocks will go up till Election, and fall immediately after. 
If the poor Whigs could carry a Ckmstable somewhere and get up a Jubilee, 

(UOiMida. CO"Ftei0hcndit, p«»heommttG6BMnM«^." 
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Btoeks would rise. New Jersey may go for them, and gfre ihem a filip — but Penna. 
will knock them stiff next week — so will Ohio — ^and so will N. Y. 

If you could get the difierenoe bet on Marey, I shoald say ' Sell by aU means'*- 
and any how I don't know but you had better sell. Do exactly as you see fit. I 
shall be down before it falls due probably-^-meantime I should be most particularly 
obliged to you, if you can get me an even bet against Marcy to any amount iess than 
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

I think I would bet $ 100 on each 1000 majority up to 5000. 

I would bet $ 1500 against $ 1000 on an even election. 

I consider Marcy*s election, by from 7,500 to 15,000 majority, AS SURE AS 
GOD. 

You know best how much the Patterson is worth, and you must do exactly as 
if it was your own, and I shall be satisfied. 

Yours truly, 

J. V, B. 

Make me some bets if possible, Tuesday. 

P. S. The Whigs may gather pluck after some meetings or some things. 

Post mark, Albany — addressed to Mr. Hoyt at N. Y. 

[No. 10.] My Dear Jkssb — ^I should think you right about selling the Patter- 
son, if it will not do to hold. 

By the looks of Webb*8 paper, (altJu>* it is intended no doubt to operate on Neu) 
Jersey,) the opposition gained confidence. Can you tempt them with A WAGER 
on 3— -4 — and 5000 Majorities — $200 on each— or $500 on 4000 1 

If neither of these can be got tomorrow, bet them $ 500 on 5000 majority. 

There will be no betting ^ter tomorrow. 

Save the order for Boat, and Prov. open — the Moh. is all ripht. 

We have nominated a strong ticket, tho' Livingston (Ned) is the Assembly man, 
contrary to all expectation. Yours ever truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Oct. 12th 1834. 

Per. mail, post mark, Albany, paid, 

[No. 11.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor, &c. New York. 

Don't be * uneasy ' Jesse — Go ahead. I wrote you hj Sunday's boat : but I 
suppose as there was no mail the letter mis-carried. I think stocks will fall this 
week — Sell if you think best. 

Can you get BETS on three, four, and five thousand majority for Marcy, two 
hundred dollars on each ? — ^if not, I will bet five hundred dollars on four thousand'--* 
perhaps, if we lose New Jersey, you can get this. 

If you canH do better, I should like abet of three hundred dollars on Jive thousand 
majority for Marcy — unless we lose N. J. : in that event I will wait to get better 
terms. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Oct. 14, 1834. 

P. S. — I WILL BET on five thousand majority for Lucas in Ohio. 

[No. 12.] My Dear Hoyt — ^You have worked the Patterson Rail Road very 
well. I am shocked at the shares only being $ 50, having become reconciled to at 
least double the loss. 

Tell Wilson that I have an impression that he promised to invest $ 500 or so, for 
me, provided I kept out of the * betting ring,' so as to encourage the enemy to give 
him a fair chance. 

If I am right, and even if I am not, I count upon his nobility to spare me $ 500 
even on Marcy, out of his big investment. 

I shall be in New York the last of the month — ^let me know what W. says. 

Yours truly, 

J. V. B. 

Albany, Oct. 15, 1834. 

P. S. I dont care to bet oh 5000 majority for Maxey just now : if it is not too 
late to back out. 
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rNo. 13.] My Dear JsssK^Please Bell me 100 shares Boston & Proyidence, 
deUTcrable in 60 days, at 107J or 107i. I shall be in New York this week. Can 

you send an order to aod Kimball, No. 3 Wall St., to make me forthwith a 

pair of neat winter Boots with heels an inch high ; I want them to wear when I 
shall come to New York, aod that will be by Thorsday. 

Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
Albany, Dec. 7th, 1834. 
Per mail and steamboat, '' ch. J. Y. B." 

[No. 14.] TAddressed Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Coansellor, &c., Wall street, New 
York— care of L. Jenkins, Esq.] 

My Dear Jesse — Enclosed is your note. If the order to Nevins & Townsend 
to sell me 100 shares Boston & Providence at 107^ to { at 60 days and Interest 
should not, providentially, have been countermanded in season, I uke it they have 
effected the sale : if so, let them close it at the present prices, so that I may recu- 
perate a small portion of my losses. 

Is Leg gett wickeder crazy! Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Dec. 30th, 1834. 

P. S. I have formed a partnership in law with Col. McKoun : one of us will 
attend all the Courts and we shall be HAPPY TO DO ANY BODY'S * DIRTY 
WORK.* J. V. B. 

[No. 15.] P'm'k Alb'y, Augt. 23, and addressed to J. Hoyt, Wall st., N. Y. 
Single. 

Mt Dear Jesse— On enquiry I find that I can get one of the Banks in this city 
to deposit, subject to their own order, such sum as may be requisite to make the 
arrangement of which we spoke, in any Bank in New York, (say the Fulton,) that 
you may choose : this will answer the purpose provided you can get the Bank 
selected to loan you the money on your Note. 

All our Banks are nearly up to their limit, and I cannot borrow the money. 

The Bank here will chsurge the Bank there 6 per cent int. on the Deposit, and 
you will pay 7 probably. 

If this meets your views you will please advise me by return mail. 

If you agree to give me half the profits of the enterprize for making this arrange- 
menif please send me a stipulation to that effect j signed by yourself and Cutting, when 
you write. 

Your note might be made payable on demand, with an understanding that you 
should pay it when our Bank calls on the N. Y. Bank for the Deposit, which trill 
not be till we see fit. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Aug't 23rd, 1836. 

[No. 16.] Addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, Wall St., N. Y. 
P'm'k, Alb'y, Nov. U. Single. 

My Dear Hott — I'll do the justice to say, (and so does my father,) that you 
have stood the d d lies from Penn^a better than most of our friends in N. Y. 

I hope the fright from this dictates the letters to us, sayinsr that all of our tickets 
besides Register, [I think that's the word,] are in danger. I don't believe we shall 
lose one. 

In this State our majority will range from 15 to 25,000. 

Bets on 15 are perfectly scfe, 

Yost G— -d's sake let our friends turn all their attention to New Jersey, and not be 
caught napping there, as in Connecticut. My father wishes me to say so to you. 

Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Nov. Uth, 1836. 

[No. 17.] Albany P'm'k, Dec. 19. Postage double. 

•My Dear' Hoyt (as some rascal writes to 'Webb') — I enclose you your 
check, for your comfort— it was deposited in the Bank for collection, and, of course, 
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18 retamed to you without inconvenience. As for money, I dont know that I shall 
be peculiar short (not physically but pecumariiy) unless Boston and Providenos 
should go down to a roere anatomy. In that event I fear the ex-Danish Comaiis- 
sioner and myself will be a * below-par nohile* of sufferers. 

Please to let Willard of the City Hotel be apprized that I want two flannel shirts, 
and as many pairs of drawers, to be had of Tryon for a trifle, alias credit. 

I am not a *• Councellor* and be d d to you — and if I were I should spell it 

with an 'S' in the middle. Yours 'to sarre,' 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Dec. 19th, 1833. 

P. S. Since the foregoing eflTusion was poured forth, I have enquired at the 
Bank, and find your check has been sent to New York. I suppose the easiest 
way * 10 work it' is to enclose you, as I do, my check on this bank for the same 
amount, payable at the same time. J. V. B. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., &c. &c. &c. 

[No. 18.] Dear Sir — Phrase pay Glover one hundred and fifty dollars and 
accommodate your recently much abused friend, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
At your office, Saturday, 3 P. M. (May, 1833.) 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq. ' 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Purity of Elections — Wright ^ Van Buren,and Marcy, on bets^ wagers, stochjoitbing^ 
and ^^ privileged associaitons,^* Isaac Hill on bets--dino, Ritchie, John V, Buren 
and the 6 miuion loan. Paying the Piper. Mr. Hoyt dunned — summoned to the 
lob!)y. " Something Joyful.'' Hoyt, Cutting and V. Buren' s partnership, Buf- 
falo Batik Notes. Neuf Potosi. New Hope, Del. Bridge Co. — Leake, Hoyt, 
Beers, Marcy and Delafeld. Morris Canal Co, C. C. Cambreleng. * 

In October, 1840, Messrs. Butler, Hoyt, • C. W. Lawrence, Morris, Edmonds, 
Bowne, S. Alley, Stevenson, Varian, and others, exhibited a somewhat unusual 
anxiety to preserve what ihey called the purity of elections. Mayors and Recorders 
visited private dwellings at midnight, as Sheriffs^ constables, with only this difl^er- 
ence, that they acted without law or warrant. The most private and secret papers 
of our citizens were seized, because " the constitution was in danger,"— the safety 
of the people being the supreme law, and their object, as they said, to punish 
treason against the republic, by '* unmasking the traitors." Mtlwy then failed in 
so laudable a purpose, tre, by means of this unpretending volume, may now have 
better success. 

Gov'r. Marcy, in 1836, in his annual message, endeavored to impress upon the 

• [Letter Mr. Hoyt to Hon. C. W. Lnwrence.—Marked ' not sent.'] 

New York. Not. 21, 1836. 

Dear Sir— As the excitement of tbe election has In a great degree poasefl awuy, it is proper that 1 should 
pay niteniion to those inciilenis in which I am concerned, connected with it ; though perhaps I ought to 
apnldgize lo you for not having done this sooner. 

You will recoltnct that when T was reproached by you for having voted a " split ticket," that I proposed 
to bet you SlOO, that you voted what tetu generally called " the Pewter Mug Ticket," and that I would 
take upon myself the burthen of proof to establish that fact. 

Your reply was that you " would take the bet, if I took upon myself tbe burthen of proof, for you never 
bad told any one how you had voted." 

I answered that it should be considered a bet- 
There are various ways recot^nized in legal proceedings of making proof and competent proof too In courts 
of law, and forums of conscience, and which perhaps did not occur to you when you observed you " had 
never told any one how you had voted." After such a remark, the right more peculiarly belonged to me to 
select my own tribunal, through which I would make the proof, I volunteered to make. That tribunal is a 
court of Equity, or in othcf words a court of conscience. 

In England, the country from which we have derived moat of our legal forms, certain high dignitaries 
answer bills In Equity upon horu}r and not upon oath. I am perfectly willing to place you on the same 
footing and I therefore desire you to consider this my bill in Equity, charging that you voted, the ticket 
referred to I ask you to answer the charge, upon honor, and whatever tbe answer may be I shall be perfectly 
satisfied with. 

I enclose you mr check for the SlOO, to your order, which you will use, if under the cireumstanCM yott 
are entitlad to, and if not you will please to return it, with your own for an equal amount. 

Wltk ir*i ra^pMt, ymr obadlaat aarv't. |. BOTL 
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public mind that stock-jobbing is an infamous practice ^and QoYemoi Wright, ia 
January last, in his yearly expose, adverted to the " selfish and corrupting tendeur 
cies '* of betting upon our elections. The Democratic Review, b^ 0*SuUivan, in 
Dec. 1839, in its leading article, ascribed to Mr. Butler, proclaimed tliat '* The 
swindler who uses marked cards in a common gambling-house, does not enjoy 
greater advantages in the games played there, than do the leading men in the baiok- 
ing interest in the great game in which bank notes are the cards, and all the prop- 
erty in the country the stakes." 

Precisely at the same time, (Dec. 1839,) President Van Buren fell into line, as ^ 
reformer of the vices of the age ; and in a messaffe, ** written for posterity" (by 
Mr. Butler, as some say,) caationed Congress and their constituents against thos^ 
who sought '* a monopoly of the currency," through the agency of favored bankp^ 
intending thereby *' to produce throughout society a chain of dependence which 
leads all classes to look to PRIVILEGED ASSOCIATIONS for thp means gf 
speculation and extravagance — to nourish, in preference to the manly virtues thfiit 
gave dignity to human nature, a craving desire for luxurious enjoyment and sudden 
wealth, which renders those whe seek them dependent on those who supply them^- 
to substitute for republican simplicity and economical habits a sickly appetite for 
effeminate indulgence, and an imitation of that reckless extravagance which impov- 
erished and enslaved the industrious people of foreign lands ; and at last to fix upon 
us, instead of those equal political rights, the acquisition of which was alike the 
object and supposed reward of our Revolutionary struggle, a system of exclusive 
privileges conferred by partial legislation." 

No man labored more indefatigably to establish banks without capital, and whiclt 
should not be obliged to redeem their issues with money than Martin Van Buren. 
He and his pupils, ])uppets, and partisans, have done more in the way of betting at 
elections, gambling m stocks, selling bank charters, and destroying ** the purity of 
elections" than any other faction ever embodied in the State of New York. They 
cry out lustily against the very sins they more than aU others steadily indulge in. 

Setting and gambling in stocks oecasionaUy, degrade other classes of our people, 
but with the Van Buren party proper, it is '* iheii trade." 

Men are warm-hearted, generous, kind and social at five and twenty. Mr. Butler 
had not arrived at that age, when he became President of Barker's privileged bank. 
What was his conduct? What was Hoyt's ? 

Mr. Van Buren the father, voted for the Old Bufialo Bank, and set up the SafeQr 
Fund. Even in the flush of victory, Nov. 1828, he could not help reminding his 
confederate Uoyt, that beyond a certain vote in the State, the residue of the votes 
were only useful on the score of bets. Mr. Van Buren the son wrote the letters 
which appear in the preceding chapter ! Observe their contents. 

Who of our Grovemors has approved of more profliflrate bills, creating ''privi- 
leged associations," as Mr. Van Buren the elder, called them, and of more of 
them, than Mr. Marey? No one ; not even Throopf Yet hearken to Mr. Marey 
in his message of 1836 : 

" I deem It to be mj ImperatlTe duty," mft Hie EzceUeocj " to invite your atteniioa to « pracUoe, 
which, carried to the ezcosa it lately has beoo^is, in my opimon, verT pernicious to the well-beiu of itie 
State. DealinjT in stocks, so &r as it assumes the character of stock- jobbing, is a species of gambling, and 
producas most of the eriia, public and priTate, which usually result from the indulgence of that unfortunate 
propeoeity. If this Itiod of speculation has not lecenUy been conducted in a manner altogether new, it ou- 
talnly has been carried to an extent altogether unprecedented. Immense quantities of stock liave been aold 
bf thoae who had it not, uoder a contract to be fulfilled at some future period, and purchased by thofe 
who did not expect a delivery of it. The reeults of these tranaactione am adjusted without the dellTery of 
the stock, and ihe loss and gain ascertained by its market value on the day stipulated for performing the 
contract. This la no more nor less than a wager upon the price of particular stocks on a apeclfied nitura 
day. It is worse than wagers upon ordinary contingencies, because the event may be controlled by artifice 
and management, and the persons concerned are loo strongly tempted to resort to tliam to subserve their 
interest. It Is true, our present laws regard these transactions with disfavor. Such contracts are not onlf 
declared void, but the persons who hare gained by them may be compelled to refund to the loeing party or 
his lepreeentalives ; yet they are constantly made, and in most instances fitithfuUy executed. The extent 
to which this species of gambling lias been lately carried, and its injurious elbcta upon many individuals 
who have embarked in it, have given it the character and consequences of a public evil." 



Governor Marcy, as his predecessor tells Mr. Jesse Hoyt, [see Mr. Y. B's let- 
ters of Feb. 1829] was made a judge to preserve him from bemg broken down or 
ruined. He wrote a message, <Hr the " operators " of Wall Street wrote it for 
him, advising the ereattoo, in March, 1^, of « six million loan, which wa« 
9 
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never raised. Mr; John Van Buren, the reader will have perceived, waa shown 
this message in advance, and used it to speculate in the stocks, through Hoyt. 
May nut others have had the same advantage? Mr. Marcy had been saved (nm 
rum, and why not be grateful ? Look at his weak, feeble character, and say if the 
message that was to put dollars into his patroirs son's purse, " charm you Yorkers," 
and make even old Mr. Lawrence ** run like the cholera," is not calculated to 
rouse suspicion, when taken into consideration with his whole official conduct! 
*' Men who are opposed to " the Banking system of N. Y. State, says Mr. But- 
ler, or Mr. 0' Sullivan, in the number of the Democratic Review already quoted, 
** may, indeed be elected to Congress, or to a State Legislature, but seldcm wiih- 
" out a severe struggle ; and, ajttr they are elected y they ore eaposed to dangtrs of 
** corruption as great as any the mtmbtrs of the British Farliamint were ejposid to m 

^* I fte days of Sir Robert Wafpole In the courts of justice, they [the 

'* Banking intere:»t] have perhaps, a more decided ascendency than in the legisla- 
** tive halls ; for most of the prinapal judges ore mfmbers of this privileged ordtT. 
«* AND THE GOVERNORS OF MANY STATES, and the municipal author- 
" iiies of many of the principal towns, are mere instruments for the promotion of 
" their purposes J*^ 

In the State of New York, privileged Bankers, Grovemors, our principal judges 
and municipal authorities have, generally speaking, been the creation of the well 
organized party of which Mr. Van Buren is the chief. Is not, then, this party or 
faction, on the showing of its own public organs, dancrerous to society ! 

Governor Hill of New Hampshire, like his friend Wright at Albany, may have 
denounced betting on elections, in his public messages, but he did not do so in 
his private ones. For example — 

[Franked, Concord, Oct. 18.—" Isaac Hill, S. U. S."] 

Concord, N. H. Oct. 15, 1832. 
My dear Sir— Yours of the 12th was last evening received. TO MEET THE 
BRAGGARTS OF THE OPPOSIIION I ADVISE MY FRIENDS THAT 
ANY SUM WILL BE SAFE ON THE ELECTORAL VOTE OF Pennsyl- 
vania and New York. 

In this State we are so strong, that should every other desert him, we may be 
relied on as giving a decisive majority for Andrew Jackson. Yet the Bank is scat- 
tering its thousands here to affect us. I am, Sir, respectfully, 

Your friend and obedient Serv't ISAAC HILL. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq. N. York. 

Governor Hill and Mr. Stephen Allen were selected by Mr. Van Buren, as Receiv- 
ers General under the Sub Treasury Act, Mr. H. being then President of a chartered 
Bank, and also a Government Contractor. In the report on the post office, and its 
abuses. Senator Hill and partners, appear for $14,0C0 for blanks, paper, twine, 
&c. Such patronage to a/rcc press could afford a bet with " the braggarts." 

Like Hill, the van Burens, and Hoyt, their betting brother the venerable 
Thomas Ritchie, went as far as he could afford in "the selfisli and corrupting 
practice." His letter we have not room for now. 

1 think that Mr. J. Hoyt's bets, from 1831 to 1840, must have exceeded $ 120,- 
000, calculating from the evidence before me. And yet he, too, was deeply in- 
terested in preserving ** the purity of our elections !" Cash, clothes, boots, hats, 
dollars— on week days and Sundays. There was no end to it. 

John C. Cruger to Jesse Hoyt. Chaxlesion, Nov. 27, 1834. 

My Dear Sir— On my arrival here I wrote to my brother-in-law Mr. Pell re- 
questing him to pay you three hundred dollars 150 for yourself and the same sum for 
Mr. Wilson. I send this letter by the steam packet and it will probably be in 
New York as soon as that. When you receive the $300, please pay the 150 to 
Mr. Wilson whose bet is the same as yours. Although the result of this election 
must be very agreeable to you, 1 cannot congratulate you, for I trust that you 
will look upon it as a source of regret before many years. 

I am truly yours, JOHN C. CRUGfJl. 

The above was received of A. Pell, 3 Dec. 1834.— -4. Glover. 
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" A gentleman, through Mr. J. Hojrt, bet and his friends, One Thousand 

Bullars, that General Jackson will have as large a majority at the ensuing election, 
over the vote opposed to him, aa to be equal to the total vote given to any opposing 
candidate — provided General Jackson is alive on the day the vote is given. The 

money to be put into the hands of S-^— G . If * a gentleman' wins, mciney 

to be paid to J. Hoyt. If he looses, to be paid . Oct. 29, 1832, $ 1000 

deposited by each.'* [Here follows the signatures.] 

Mr. Hoyt deposited his check on City Bank, payable to bearer, which was given 
up Jan'y 17, 1833. 

Mark the genteel embarrassments of Mr. Van Buren'a friend and future Collector 
of Customs. It is presumed that the Vice President's convenient endorsement may 
haoe on this occasion relieved the unfortunate dealer in wagers, politics and public 
stocks. 

Two Notes— John Warren, Broker, Wall street, to Jesse Hoyt. ** New York, 
Dec. 27, 1834. — Dear Hoyt^-Tou will find by the inclosed account, made up to 
21st inst., a balance due us of $2997.24 cts. Will you do us the favor to have it 
setUed?" 

" New York, Jan'y 12, 1835. — Sir — Not having received the balance due our 
late firm, I feel myself bound by the refi^ulatiuns of our Board to hand in your name 
unless settled by lO^ o'clock, to-morrow." 

Thus stood the successor of Swartwout in 1835. In a few months thereafter, 
he, his friend Butler, and their comrade W. S. Coe, were tlie board of Commis- 
sioners to examine into and settle all claims relative to duties, arising out of the 
great fire in New York ! ! ! ! 

Post mark, <* Steamboat." C. L. Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Wall street, 
New York. Friday. 

My Dear Ho3rt — ^The U. & Schnectady rail-road passed our House this mornmg. 
I have just enquired of De Graff his opinion of its fate in the Senate— he is not 
confident of success, but thinks, with a lull Senate, it may pass. M this i$ a rna/ter 
of some imporiance to yourself I would advise that you come up arul lend a he/ping 
hand to those already engaged in carrying it through. Yours, 

C. L. L. 

Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, Dec; 5, 1828. — " I should like a ticket in 
the Southern Lottery that has a $ 100,000 Prize in ite wheels. Now, as a favor, 
I will take half of a ticket with you, if you will purchase one — but recollect it is the 
last time, and that if should draw a blank I will not venture any more unth you. 
If you consent to this proposition let me know our number, and then I shall have 
something joyful in anticipation,^* 

Mr. J. Van Buren's secret correspondence shows who and what class of persons 
they are who dare and brave the public with enormous bets. The comment had 
best be made in the language of Governor Wright's last annual message, as follows : 

"Another point of much mora serious complaint, is the extensive and rapidlj increasing practice of 
beiiinf^ upon elections, and the intereaied and selfltfh, and corruptins: tendencies which ii exerts upttii ihe 
6la^iton Tide!f. Theie improper and corrupting influences have made themwlves manifest to the whule liiHij 
of our freemen, and constitute a theme of almost univenial complaint. Upon ihe partj to the waiter, ihej 
%re all controlling. Hij ear and his mind, from the moment his money is sulced, are closed against ar^u* 
men, or reiioa, or examinalioii, either as to the questions involved, nr the candidates presented for hit 
■uflTran. He mudt so vote and so act m to win his bet. and the welfare of the country becomes an entirolj 
•ecoiKUiry consideration. His appeals to all over whom he may hope to exert an influence, are to save him* 
self from loss, and help him to win the money of his oppooent, not to examine and inquire bow they ma7 
best serve their country by their vous." 

"The sus^tion," coatinues His Excellency, "moet likely to arrest the practice of betting, is to maka 
ft pa^isha^ne criminiUy ; to subject the partiei to every bet made upon the result of an election, to indict* 
asm, a;ul upon conviction, to putiishmeut by a fine, to be graduated by the amount of the wa^r, and to 
til the costs of the prosecution. The deleterious influence of this species of camUing upon the public 
morel* alo.ie, would it appeira to me. justify the pusige of a law which should make it criminal. And 
whs.i iu corrupt and corruptinv tendencies upon our elections, upon the free and proper exercise of the 
elanive franchise ; when its influence to bring the improper expenditure of mooev into a political canvoai, 
«nd to apply it under the daiperate impulse of a gambling spirit, are considered, I cannot doubi that ih« 
ihiral and political aspect of the evil will fully jusilij Its dassificaiion as a crimej and its puniahmeat aa 
such." 
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Imagiiie a criminal case on betting, and Mr. J. Van Buren, as Attorney Gen* 
eral, proaecuting for the people ! 

If I remember right, Mr. M. Van Buren rewarded the Farmers and Mechanics* 
Bank of Albany, and Messrs. Knower, Oicott, Coming & Co., its managers, witli 
the custody of some millions of dollars out of the national treasury. Uow some of 
that money was used I shall have occasion to tell in another publication. 

In Mr. John Van Buren's letter to Mr. Hoyt, dated Aug. 23d, 1836, he agree* 
to become the partner of Messrs. Hoyt and Francis B. Cutting the lawyer, in a 
speculation of large amount, requiring a heavy advance of funds, on condition that 
he (V. B.) furnishes the cash and takes half Uie profits. A Bank in Albany (waa 
it Olcott^st) lends a large sum to the Fulton Bank, N. Y., conditioned that the 
Fnlton pay 6 per cent and receive 7 from Hoyt and Cutting. They were to repay 
the Fnlton whenever he told the Albany Bank to demand a repayment of its loan. 

Whaterer might be the issue of such a partnership, it is clear that Van Buren « 
the son,* and Hoyt, were nartners — ^we all know that Mr. Hoyt was a broken 
down speculator — and Johnf Van Buren 's letter of Not. llUi, 1836, conveys to him 
the acknowledgments of father and son, and bids him electioneer to secure h» 
return as president. The reversion of the Custom House, as a recompense, fol- 
lowed in due course— and although the public sufiered by the operation, it jb 
believed that President Van Buien and his family had all balances duly paid them. 

$ 13000, New York, Feby. 10, 1831. 

Six months after date I promise to pay Samuel Glover, Executor, &o. 
Twelve Thousand Dollars, with interest at the rate of five per cent per annum, to 
secure the payment of which I pledge three hundred shares of Tradesmeirs Bank 
Stock at par. J. HOYT. 

# or the following suomnant I know nothing further than that in Maj, 1843, the safetj fiind bank 
notaa, which bad failed wen at a heavy discount. In the N. Y. Herald of May 21, money article, Mr. 
Benaeitaays: 

" The present administration autboriied the issue of a seven per cent stock to redeem the bills in the 
order in which the banks failed. The Ck>mptroller has. in consequence, advertised to receive the bills of the 
Bank of Buflhlo for subscription to the Stale stock and other payments. The public were entirely ignorant, 
however, of the fnodua operandi. Now, several weeks aijo the bills of the Bank of Buftalo were 'at a diS' 
count of 30 per cent ; soppoee at that time a clique of Individuals at Albany and Buffalo, the chief of whom 
Wtt will call ' Prince John,' should have received an intimation that the bills were at 30 per cent discount, 
but that in a short time, that is as soon as the $1,000,000 loan should be taken up, a seven per cent stock 
would be issued in redemption of those bills— Prince John would five orders for the purchase of say #20.000 
of tfas bills; under those purchases the bills would gradually rise until the whole were obtained at aa 
average of 80 cents on the dollar. Theae would then be redeemed at par in a seven per eeni stock worth 9 
per cent premhim. The operation would yield a profit of #4,600, and in the same prx)portion fat a greater 
or leas sum purchased." 

The United States Bank Slock of which Mr. J. Van Buren speaks may hare been his Other's. Where 
had he at that Ume earned money with which to buy U. & Bank shares* heavily ? His agent, Mr. Hovt'i 
uii A I-.: u__- .- -jj y^^ boundless. He was a partner in a gold mine at New 

I and selling some #30,000 worth of lots, houses, ftc.. In New 
^- ^ _ chaw of town lots about Herk' * " *' 

agents or manager for a flash bank, the New Hope concern, if I mistake not. 



cambliDgand speculating must have been all but boundless. He was a partner in a gold mineatKew 
Potoei !— a partner with Coddington in buying and selling some #30,000 worth of lots, houses, *c.. In New 
York— a partner with Glover in a laree purchase of town lots about Herkimer or Little Falls— and law 

t ^^Itoa Gotood Webb of the Courier and Enquirer, New York, went to Encland in the eummer of 1838, 
hi* name was at a note which, he says, was obtained under false preteneee— drawn 18 months befonB-^and 
* Ls^i. v_ v«j u-j t„_ j^ ^ ^^^ ^jj^ hands of a political opponent, who lodged it in the 

minff, one of the richest and keenest of ' the reptile band' I here 
>r Marcy certified, as did Consul Buchanan, and oflfthe note wa« 
■ prosecution, by the arrest of the unsuspecting Colonel in a distant 



for which he had never had any value. It got into the hands of a political opponent, who lodged it in the 
City Bank, Albany. Mr. Erastus Coming, one of the richest and keenest of ' the reptile band' I here 
describe, swore to the claim, Ckivernor Marcy certified, as did Consul Buchanan, and oflTthe note wa« 
dmpatched, poet*haste, to England, for prosecuU . - 

Mr. John Van Bursn and Col. Webb were in England together— the former, the associate of princee, peen, 
■ad all that was fashionable in London, by courtesy the most fit, as the son of the chief magistrate of the 
ynion— the latter as an American traveller. The attomies in London were puzzled how to prove Judge 
Lansing's or Col. Webb's signature to the note— ehlp-captoins, merchants, edfton, travellen, Americana, 
the Amnlcan legation, everybody they applied to, put them off, being ashamed to have any connection with 
M&yor Coming's sharp practice. Mr. Van Buren, alone, excepted— be voluntarily swore to the Colonel's or 
Judge's hand writing, aiid thus enabled the bailifrs to arrest Webb, on a King's Bench process, in Bristol, 
#here he was waiting the sailing of the Great Western, by which to return home to New York. BaU or a 
JftUwere the alteroatlves, and bail was found for nearly six thousand dollare. 

When first waited on, Mr. Van Buren refbsed. and said it was a very hanh step to arrest a man In a 
s^ge land, remote from his friends, and that Mr. Webb was a warm political opponent of hie father and 
himself, and then referred the men of law to Throop and Benthujsen. But when the pinch came his oath 
wae ready, only he swore " very reluctantly." It seems he knew Mr. Webb's signature, having been invited 
to his table by a note in his hand writing, while the parties were vet friendfy, also that he knew Judge 
Lansing's hand When a gentleman of wealth and standing came forward as taaU, the pioaecutioo wee at 
•— » — d, and CoL Webb had to pay about ^l^O of ceau. 
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(MemoT. annexed to the above with a wa&r.) 
<' Feby. Id, 1831. Borrowed of S. Glover, Ex'tor, &e. $ 19,000 on 300 shares 
of Tradesmen's Bank Stock, for 6 months at 6 pr c't. Having delivered stock 
and my note to J. Ward & Co., I took $ 13,000 from him on agreed of Glover. 
The Stock I own. J. HOYT. 

Oct. 16, 1831.— Rec'd. on the above note, F. A. Tracy's check for four thou- 
sand dollars. 
$4000, . SAMUEL GLOVER. 

The New Hope Delaware Bridge Company had a charter, with perpetual bank- 
ing privileges granted them in 1812, by rennsylvania and New Jersey, to enable 
them to erect and maintain a bridge across the river Delaware. Id 1821 they sob^ 

fended payment, and in 1824 assigned their propertv to trustees to pay their debts, 
n May, 1825, provisions were made for the issue of new notes, J. Q. Leake, of the 
old bankrupt Bufialo Bank, and Mr. Van Buren's editor of the Albany Argus, being 
their treasurer — a connection formed through Hoyt, Barker, &c. He puffed the 
concern in the Evening Post, and other New York papers, in May 1826, but in 
October the bubble had burst. Mark Spencer (found guilty of cheating in New 
York, through bank corporation hocus pocus, in that year, and sent to jail, I think, 
with the Lamberts,) Kenneth Fish and others had bought half the bank fur $28,- 
000, ffot hold of the direction, took out all they had paid in, and renaid those in 
N. Y. they had borrowed it from, got Leake and others to puff them, put out 
$ 100,000 to $ 300,000 new note»--«topt — shut shop— bought in their notes at 6 to 
12 cents per dollar — sold out to John Mowatt, who puffed once more, flooded the 
country with notes and bonds, blew up, and was turned over to Wilbur, John Dela- 
field of the Phcenix, St. John, &c. The Penosylvanians drove the concern out of 
their State, and it was set up on the Jersey side, where the cashier is now a lad of 
18. The Ohio Life and Trust Co. issue their notes, and another earthquake will 
follow in due season. 

Mr. Hoyt and Mr. Butler were of Counsel for the knaves convicted in 1826, and it 
appeared that they helped to break down the Greene Co. Bank, which had some 
$ 20,000 of Mark Spencer's Delaware notes when it burst. In Dec. 1839, Judge 
Edmonds's brother Francis, and J. Rankin, published a statement of the Bridge 
Company's afiairs, by which it appears that Governor Marcy^ owns 100 shares and 
had ffone to New Jersey to borrow * $ 2000, the Knowers being his indorsers— that 
Charles Butler had borrowed $ 4000, secured by mortgage — that Joseph D. Beere 
of the North American Trust Co. had contrived to become a director here also, and 
had lent J. D. Beers on his note $5581, and J. D. Beers & Co., on their note, 
other $ 36,388, for which 1290 shares of the stock of the concern, paying no dtvi" 
dend, was pledged, with other fancy 9tock8--^that John Delafield had borrowed 
f 18,880, with fancy pledges — that, in short, a committee in New York had lent a 
few favorites $ 332,346 — and that the directors of 1838, just before they went out, 
had exchanged the notes of Beers, Delafield, and others payable an demand, for 
other notes having 10, 12, and 14 months to rtm ! I believe that Hoyt made out 
the celebrated Fish and Spencer agreement, but whether he is still connected with 
the^managers I am unable to say. The Morris Canal Company's stock in which 
there has been great gambling, fell from 75, in the course of three years to zero« 
In November 1841 it was unsaleable. I saw some 6 or 8 colunms of the N. Y. 
Herald not long since filled with a puff of that bank, which I took to be from Mr. 
Ho3rt'e pen. Its stock is up again to , and I hear that he is one of its 

agents or solicitors— perhaps the chief one- 
It win be seen how the stock of a bank may be puffed up or lowered when we 
come to state Messrs. Beers and Hoyt's operations in the N. A. Trust Co. The 
extent of Mr. Ho3rt's operations, for himself, Messrs. Van Buren, Cambreleng, 
&c. may be guessed, when I state that his account with one House, Dykers & 
Alstjm, Wall street, for Harlaem, Patterson, Mohawk, Utica, Phil, and Trenton, 
Boston and Prov., and Saratoga Rail Road Stock, bought and sold on si)eculation, 
b the nine months ending in August. 1835, amounts to $ 700,000. This was hi* 
account but with one house out of many. 
He did much of C. C. Carobreleog's business. On the 13th Sept. 1833, that 
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ffentleman engaged to deliTer him 900 shares of Saratoga and Schenectady Rail 
Hoad Stock fur $93,223. Next day he ordered Messrs. \Varren to place the stock 
in Ms name, but for account of Mr. Cambreleng. Mr. C. with Mr. B. were among 
his warmest supporters in 1838, for the Custom House, and it must be owned thai 
if Butler was the proper successor of Price, so was Hoyt of Swartwout. 



CHAPTER XVn. 



Mr. ^ephen AUm secretly proposes a $500,000 Ttmimany Had Bank. John 7*. 
Irving^s Oration* Mr. Butler troubled — had to nominate Col. Young. San^ 
uel Young, from 1815 to 1836. His opinion of *' the Old Republican party*^ — 
Confessions of the Eoening Post. England in 1773. 

We ha^e quoted the opinions of Messrs. Butler, O'Sulli^an, Van Buren and 
others against *' privileged associations.*' "A paper-money aristocracy," (says 
the Demo. Rey. for Dec. 1830, p. 455) *< has not a single redeeming trait. Sor^ 
did in its origin, it is sordid in every thing." <* How should a position for a bank 
charter conclude? " said one. '* And your memorialists will ever prey," was the 
answer. 

The following letter is from Mr. Stephen Allen, Receirer Greneral for Mr. Van 
Buren 's sub-treasury, *' a hard-money man," formerly lottery dealer. State Senator, 
Mayor of N. Y., and who had been the builder of his own fortunes. To his honor 
be it recorded that he rose from being a poor sailor boy and sailmaker, by industry, 

frobity, and great energy and perseverance, to a high place in the public esteem, 
[ow far he deserves his character of a hard money democrat, the following secret 
letter to Mr. Ho]^ will help to discover : 

Post m'd *' Steam Boat— ISJc," and addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. York. 

Mr Stephen Allen to Mr. Hoyt. 

Albany, Nov. 98, 1839. 

Dear Sir — Nothing is more true than the observation made by Mr. Van Buren at 
the Democratic festival ; that the democratic party, in a great measure, owe their 
present and previous victories to Tammany Hall, the place of concentrated opinion 
and action, and a rallying point of the democracy of the city, or words to that 
effect. There cannot be a doubt but that the building of that Hall, and thus far 
preserving it as a Party Establishment , and a rallying place on all occasions for the 
Republicans of the City and surrounding Counties, has been one of the means of 
our triumphs. 

I was one of the Committee who purchased the ground — made the contracts for 
building — and raised the money to pay ft)r it. 

The opperalions of that Committee ardious and responsable, as during the progress 
of the work they were frequently compelled to raise considerable sums on the re- 
sponsability of their own names. The whole establishment cost about $55,000 ; 
all of which sum was subscribed by individuals of the party except $ 18,000 (if I 
recollect right), and for which last sum the premises are now under mortgage. 

Iftlie party properly estimated the benefit it has received from the estal)Iisnment, 
this debt would have been cleared off by subscription long since ; but such a result, 
perhaps, is not to be expected. 

A thought has therefore occurred to me, and which it is the object of this letter 
to communicate ; whether the extinction of this debt may not be effected by obtain- 
ing the CHARTER OF A BANK, by the name of THE TAMMANY BANK. 

There cannot be a more favourable period than the present for such an application* 

The large majority we have in both Houses and the good feeling evinced by the 
Country towards US consequent on the large vote given by the City to the dem- 
ocratic candidates, together with the important object of relieving Old Tammany 
from its embarrassments, WITH OTHER CONSIDERATIONS, I should pre- 
Bume would carry the bill through triumphantly. 

The following plan of a Bank, I think would effect the object. 
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The capital to be FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AT 
LEAST 

The Society of Tammany to be PRIYILIDGED to aubscribe for $ 100,000 of 
the Stock. 

The Bank to be authorized to hand the amount on their bond, at an interest of 
three per cent per annum, the loan to be for three or four years. 

If the Bank divides six per cent on its stock, the SOCIETY would receive 
THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS annually, aver and above the interest on the 
loan, vrhich, in three years, would amount to $9,000. 

In the mean time the stock would advance in value, and, if sold at the end of 
three or four years, would probably be worth ten per cent above par, netting a 
clear gain of $ 10,000, by which opperation the Society would be put into possession 
of $ 19,000, a fund more than sufficient to clear off the incumbrance. 

My opinion you no doubt know is in opposition to an increase of these Banking- 
Monopolies in the City — bvi the Legislature WILL make them — and therefore IF 
WE must have them, there cannot bie a more legitimate object to be effected, both 
in a party point of view, as well as the charitable attributes of the Society, than the 
one alludf(pa to. 

If yon think well of the matter, I wish you would consult some of our leading 
men — and if, on due consideration, the project should be deemed proper, it will be 
necessary that a notice should be published of the intention to apply, wfiidi you 
know may be published without the name of the applicant, 

I wish ii to be distinctly understood that I cannot serve in any of the offices created 

8f such an institution — ^but any assistance I can give in advancing the interests of 
Id Tammany will be cheerfully afforded. 

You will, of course, let the matter drop if, upon a view of the subject it shall be 
deemed inexpedient. I am with due respect, your ob't serv't. 

STEPHEN ALLEN. 

Mr. Allen is one of the confederates of President Yan Buren, and it is impossible 
to read the above letter attentively without perceiving that there is a siaiilarity of 
tastes, of disposition, and of conduct. Mr. Allen wishes to keep up appearances 
wiUi the real friends of free, elective institutions, but to let no occasion slip, where 
the millions may be more and more tied down behind the car of monied monopoly. 
He would get his friend Hoyt to sound the leaders at Albany, in favor of turning 
Tammany Hall into a partner in a Tammany Hall Bank, now that Greneral Jack- 
son's second election was sure, and the party strong in the state — but he (Allen) 
mast not be known in the matter, because he had an outward appearance to keep up 
at variance with his real sentiments. He would have half a million of dollars as the 
capital, and '* the Society of Tammany jro be privileged to subscribe $ 100,000 of 
the stock," although the hypocrite well knew that the society was instituted to 
preserve equal righu, and put down privilege. He and his friends had acquired 
much wealth and influence, by pretending to be democrats, while their every act 
gave the lie to their professions. By Legislative jobbing and the '* party establish- 
ment," the citizens had been deceived, and did not see it. Now might be the time 
to carry the deception further. Tammany Hall owed $ 18,000. Here was a plan 
to pay it off* out of the public purse, by selling the rights of his fellow citizens to a 
favored few, and Jesse Hoyt was chosen to carry it through, if practicable, leaving 
Stephen Allen, the artful projector, in the back ground of the picture. 

On the 12th day of May, 1810, John T. Irving, brother of our minister at the 
Court of Spain, and who was an ornament to the countiy, and the age in which he 
lived, as he would have been to any age or country, delivered the anniversary ora- 
tion before the Tammany Society, or Columbian order. 

It commenced thus : 

** Brothers, we are here assembled to celebrate the anniversary of an institution 
whose object is a nation^s prosperity, and whose supreme ambition is a naiion^s 
glory." 

It is very probable that Stephen Allen sat and applauded Mr. Irvine, while he 
thus poured forth the manly eloquence of a truly honest and faithfol American 
bosom. 
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" The onlj eril we bare to aitpnhand, !• that this ImmnMB Influx of wieaHh froon foraifo woicai, may 
Sraduallv detach the cullivalon of the soil, from the purauita of huataandry, and nlunge them Into Ibraign 
apeculatlona. We are an agricultural people, and if aoxioua to perpetuate our lioertiei, the cultiTstioD of 
the aoil mutt be our primary ambition. The mountain Swiss, while doToted to their pastoral laboun en- 
joyed the purest freedom. 

Aa yet our population, widely scattered, and devoted to agricultural employments must center all their 
pleasures in rural and domestic enjoyments. But when aridity for fain shall have drawn them from their 
peaceful habitations ; when the cottage, the ploufh and the &nn shall be ezcban«ed for the luxurious city 
and the crowded mart. 7%en mil the work of depravity tecretly commence; seaeutanr and soul-wesrying 
avocations will succeed those healthful exercises which give elssUcJtv to the mind and vigor to the fnuns. 
Tumultuous amusements, with no other charm than their novelty, will sun»lant the tranqulliaed jdeasuras 
of home, and impair that domestic feiicitv, the axfregate of which forms the sum and substance oi national 
prosperity. Nor will the evil end here. An inonttnate thirst /or gain will allay the fervor of patriotinn ; 
Jbretgn MpeculaHona will produee foreign attachmente, and the heart from motivea of inteml, be indveei 
to indulge eentimente of hoetility, at a time when its afftctione ahoula be moat firm and loyal. " 

*' The eyes of the nations are upon us, anxiously watching our movements, and nicely balanciog our 
councils. The friends of human liberty behold us with fond solicitude, not unmixed with fearful appre- 
hension. They trust to our intelligence, but they fear our incrtaeing luxury and wealth. 

The persecuted of every clime cast a wishful eye u> this land of promise, and hail it as the only terrestrial 
haven of rest to life's weary and oppressed aojoumer. Liberty, exiled every other lodgement, has made this 
her last abiding place, and can only be driven away by the periSdy of thoee over whom she now extends her 
Ibstering pinions. 

Oh give not cause of exultation to your enemies, that your situation is precarious ; let not your friends 
have reason to tremble for your safety. Remember the claims of posterity rest upon you ; that as your 
fathers have laboured for vou, so vou are to live and labour for your children. That you are but trastees of 
the rights you possess, while the inheritance is theire." 

Such was the language, and such were the principles of Tammany Hall in 1810. 
May they endure for ever ! — May the lovely children of free, favored, young, 
gallant and glorious America, cherish such sentiments as Judge Irving then there 
promulgated, to the very latest posterity. Little did you imagine, Stephen Allen, 
when your youthful hosom beat in holy unison with the generous feelings of the 
gifted brother of Washington Irving, that the black night would arrive in ivhich 
you would join the perfidious band, who fostered by the Liberty your fathers nobly 
gained, are struggling to rivet on the freeman *s arm the ignoble chain of sordid 
usury ! Blush, Stephen — read your secret letter, and blush for shame ! 

Mr. Allen's secret letter to Mr. Hoytwas written against the clearest convictions 
of his own mind. Age had increased, and avarice controlled. The great De Witt 
Clinton, in his message of 1819, to the Legislature of N. Y., solemnly warned his 
countrymen of the dangers attending the wretched banking system, which had 
obtained in the Union. Mr. Allen was chairman of a joint committee of the Senate 
and Assembly, to reply to this message, which reply states, that there were too 
^ many banks — that farmers and mechanics hi^ been allured to borrow, and had fallen 
a sacrifice to the banker's avarice — that the immoderate extension of banks had pro- 
duced a * banishment of metallic money — ^loss of commercial confidence— the exhibi- 
tion of fictitious capital — the increase of civil prosecutions — multiplication of crimes 
—the injurious enhancement of prices— and the dangerous extension of credit.' 
With banks increased five fold, if not ten fold since 1819, did Mr. Allen expect to 
mend matters by turning Tammany Hall into an Usurer's denf 

Von Muller, speaking uf a commercial metropolis, (ancient Carthage.) in his 
Universal History, states, that '' when the public morals became corrupted by 
wealth, the state suffered at the same time the evils of oligarchy and of ochlocracy. 
Every thing was venal ! the party leaders thought only of ihemaelvesj and the com- 
monwealth was nefflected." What remedy would Mr. Allen prescribe in such a 
case, think Yp ? A Tammany Bank ! ! 

Mr. Van Buren has associates whom he likes. One of these is Stephen Allen. 
He has others whom he does not like. One of these is Colonel Yoimg. 

[Poet mark, New York, April 16.] 

Albany, April 13, 1624. 
Dear Hott — Political afilairs stand well. The nomination of Youne has dtfeatei 
the plans of the opposition; and though I did what I could TO PREVENT* ITS 

# Colonel Younff, like Senator Allen, owes his rise to his own abilitj, energy. Industrf , ttlent and per- 
severance. His forefathers, lilce those of Michael Hoffhian, were from Ireland. The close of the war of 
1812, found Colonel Young, in the verj prime of life, at the head of the House of Assemhiy of the State of 
New York, as their Speaker-«nd when their session closed on the 19th of April, 1816, the ezcelient address 
of the republican membere to their electors, Is sisned at the top of the first column by Samuel Young, who 
wrote it, and near the bottom of the last by Martin Van Buren. 

It Is also siened by Nathaniel Pitcher, Ogden Edwards, F. A. Bloodgood, W. C. Bouck, EnMis Boot, 
Nathan Stnibra, John Wells, and many other eminent men— and It thus concludes : 
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NECESSITT, I amyet persuaded, that, under aU drcumaanceSy it is the best thing 
that could be done. You will sea the two addresses. To ours we have more than 
two-thirds of both Houses — and though it does not speak directly of the presi* 
dential question, I think its tendency, &c., can hardly be misunderstood. If 
matters go as we expect, there will be a large majority for Mr. Crawford at the 
next session. Indeed it is very certain that he has receiyed a majority of both 
branches. Rely upon it eveiy thing will go well. 

Yours truly, B. F, BUTLER. 

" The roan who Yam abaadooed the aundard of hia counUy when the storms of adversity were thickeninf 
around her ; who has mocked at her calamity when she was struggling with an Insolent taiA rindictive foe ; 
who has thrown his weight into the balance against her, illy deserves to bask in the sunshine of her ftron, 
aod to participate har honors in the golden days of proeperity." 

In 1834, Mr. Butler considered it a sad circumstance that obliged them to choose Colonel Young M a caa* 
didate for oillce, and " did what he could to prevent lis necessity"— and, in 1888, Mr. Van Buren thua 
pronounced in the U. S. Senate hia new shibboleth : — " // it of it»^/ miCATBRtAL bw tehat poutical 
▲PPBLATiON men hate heretofore been eaUed. The great queation i»—what are honeetfy vaMtm PBSamr 
SBiiTucBMTa upon thooe great poinle tohich have frum the beginning divided the American PeojUe, etnd 
mttUd, he feared, continue to do to unto the end." 

The Colonel Young of 1815, whom General Jackson called the Cato of the Senate, is, In the main, the 
Colonel Young of 1845. In 18*24, he went with all hfs soul for Henry Clay, for president— in April 1836. he 
Uuew up his seat in the Senate of New York, when Mr. Van Huron's scheming majority there refused to 
send back to their constituents for trial, two of their party clearly convicted of enormous stock- jobbing 
fiauds— and in the fall of the same year he said—" We have departed, and are continually departing, from 
the simplicity of those principles which were the price of our fathers' blood. The few are gradually mono* 
polising the righu of the many, and legislation has become the subiect of bargain and sale, of venality and 
corruption." Plain Umguage this !— but not a whit plainer than that of the Aliens, Butlere, Van Burens. 
Hoyts, Barkers, Bennetts, and Coddingions, when behind tlie scenes. Witness their sentiments reeordea 
bjf themeeivea in this volume ! 

It is evident that the Van Buran party proper never gave Shmuel Young a hearty support. The caucus 
(106 members of the N. Y. Legialature, out of 160) met April 2, 18^, and Flagg rose to urge a selection of 
zates for Governor in preference to Young, whom he denounced as Yates's " bitter and implacable enemy." 
Wright (now Governor) also spoke acainsi Young and for Yates— as did E. P. Livineston. " The Van Buren 
party aU supported Yates," says the FUriot, Including Dudley. Bowne, Ward, Itc. They counted 45 votes, 
xoun^ was nominated, but not elected. He follows Mr Van Buren, neverthelesa— defended the State Bank 
charter system— and at Syracuse, 1843, and Baltimore, 1844, went energetically for ' a restoration.' The Argus 
and Atlas play the favorite tunes of the party each oisan with suitable variations for its daaa of believers, 
of whom the Colonel is an Atlas man. 

A party in New York called I>oco Foeo had asked Colonel Young to be their candidate for Governor. 
He declined, but reminded their committee, that " a demagogue of the present dav, backed by a disciplined 
lobby and a few mereenarr presses, can ride more plunder from the unborn than ever suxrounded the 
triumphal car of a Bonum General." 

" Tammany Hall," said the loco focos, in reply, " has become a nursery of brokers, when federalists, 
monopolists, and comiptionists are fostered. The open leaden, the secret moren of the party, and their 
minions, comprise a body of men whoee political turpitude it would be difficult to parallel in any age or 
country. They have tieed the party for their own aelfish purposes, and are either at the head or rnnici- 
pating in the legaliied spoils or every existing monopoly. These chartered democrats, wilh the assistance 
of a secret society, hlreu presses, the slaves of office, and the ' known usages' can always caucus and pack 
the (General and Nominating Committees to promote the objects of aristocracy." 

If this is the truth, ought not the whole people, as one man, to unite in selecting the purest, ablest men 
in the Slate, for the Convention of 1846 } Speaking of Mr. Butler and Mr. Van Buren's party machinery, 
the Evening Poet thus frankly confesses that our present system of committees, primary meetings, and 
delegations are a series of base frauds : 

" It Is a fret, admitted by all, (says the Poet,] that our system of nominations by Conventions has become 
corrupt to the core. Our primary meetings have become a diagrace and a by-word. Frauds of the basest 
nature are openly and unblushin^y practiced to secure delegates to the nominating committees, who will 
subserve the interests of /a fcw corrupt politiriane— who, like a greedy pack of hounds, set upon any man 
who dares expose their profligacy, the proflincy of those who owe their elevation to their shameleas 
fnuds, or propose meaaurse or reiorm by which the nominailons may be brought directly home to tha 
psople." 

Our next chapter will iUustcaie the text of the Post, and show how it is that " a few corrupt politicians" 
ean, " like a greedy pack of hounds, set upon any man who dares expose their profligacy." We will begla 
whh the Custom Hoims. 

This note closes with a description of Britain hi July 1773. addreased to Sir Horace Mann, by Horace 
Walpole, Eari of Orford, a aon of the fiunous Sir Robert Walpole. Britain neglected all admonition, 
ftnd plunged into a career of war, bloodshed, debt, oppression, and crime, the results of which have chained 
down her people to poverty in the sight of wealth ; and there, deeraded and disoraced they lie, ashamed of 
their ignoble aarviiude, but unable to throw it off. Citiaena of New York, shall we profit in time by their 
•xample? 

" They aay the Bank is to issue five pound notes : at present all trade is at a stop and the confusion is ex- 
treme. Yea, verily, the villainy and tniquitiea of the age are bringing things rapidly to a crisis. Ireland 
is drslned, and has not a shilling. TVie exploeion of the Scotch Banke has reduced them almost as low, 
and sunk their manufactures to low-water ebb. .... What is Enfland now ? A sink of Imfian 
wealth, filled by nabobs and emptied by maccaronia ! A Senate, sold, and despised! A country overrun 
br horse-races I A gaming, robbing, wrangling, railing nation, without prlnciphH, genius, ebftmctar, of 
uUm; tte orei^grown shadow of what it was I" 

10 
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CHAPTER XVm. 

J^enon on government interferences at elections. Swartwout, Lawrence, Price^ 
Allen, and Wetnwre's practice. Inspector Ogtbury. Van Buren recommends 
General Spicer of the " U. S. Lombard** for office. Sketch of Prosper M. Wrf- 
more. Alderman Purdy's petition, and Quackenboss's counter-petition. Active 
Politician's pay office. Custom House. Proscription for opinion. New Taxes 
from St. Tammany. Butler enraged at Ointon's exposure of the ^^orgamxed 
corps.** Col. Decatur. John Mac Gee* s way to Office. 

Mr. Butler has the word of God constantly in his mouth. How far he seeks 
to square his conduct hy his favorite standard let this memoir show. Mr. Van 
Buren professes a devoted attachment to the principles of Jefferson and the civil 
revolution of 1800. Is it for the imagination of man to conceive any coarse of 
conduct more at variance with the doctrines of the sage of Montioelfo than the 
practice of the tenant of Lindenwald ? 

Let us compare Tammany Hall practice with the following extract from a letter — 
Thomas Jefferson to Gruvernor McKean, a signer of the Declaration of Inde> 
pendence— dated Washington, February 2d, 1801. 

« Till this [the Election of President] is known, it is too soon for me to say what 
'* should be done in such atrocious cases as those you mention, of federal officers 
" obstructing the operation of the State governments. One thincr I will say, that 
•'as to the future, INTERFERENCES AT ELECTIONS, WHETHER OP 
«»THK STATE OR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, BY OFFICERS OF THE 
•» LATTER, SHOULD BE DEEMED CAUSE OF REMOVAL; BECAUSE 
"THE CONSTITUTIONAL REMEDY BY THE ELECTIVE PRINCIPLE 
"BECOMES NOTHING IF IT MAY BE SMOTHERED BY THE ENOR- 
" MOUS PATRONAGE OF THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT.'' 

Immediately after the fall election of 1834, Messrs. Cornelius W. Lawrence, 
Wm. M. Price, Stephen Allen, J. R. Whiting, R. Riker, Daniel Jackson, Gid'n 
Ostrander, Gideon Lee, and W. P. Hallett adi&cssed a letter to their friend Samuel 
Swartwout, requesting that F. Ogsbury might be appointed an Inspector, as follows : 

•« New York, 29d Nov., 1834.--Mr. Ogsbury is an old inhabitant of this city— 
" a firm supporter of the administration— and IN THE LATE ELECTION 
" WAS ACTIVE AND INFLUENTIAL." 

Mr. Jefferson believed that interference at elections by officers was criminal — the 
Jeffersoniaiis above named held out $ 1100 a year, and a sinecure, as the bribe for 
beine aciive and influential at elections. The reward to follow close upon the service. 
If office is to be the immediate reward of active electioneering — if 500 places, at 
from 500 to 35,000 dollars a year income, are the fair recompense of struggles at 
the polls, the victors to have the spoils, is not the elective principle " smothered 
by the enormous patronage of the general government V and will not violence, 
bully clubs, bribing presses, lying tongues, and all the evils attending wholesale 
corruption be amonff the results? Wliy did Morris and Varian invade Pierce *s 
sanctuary at 12 P. M. on a pretended mission of purity of election, if 500 prizes 
are ready to reward the men who can gain a victory, no matter by what means ! 
The merchants require honest, indifierent, capable officers about the Customs. 
Are Messrs. Allen and Lawrence more partial to active, influentid, one-sided 
partisans? If so, and they can continue their system, the fair outside of our 
goodly republican tree will soon exhibit incurable rottenness at heart. 

Twelve thousand dollars have already rewarded, in part, Mr. Ogsbury 's " influ- 
ential" labors of 1834. His services now are so easy that thousands would gladly 
perform them well for a sb^xh of his income. 

Mr. Ogsbury, though he did not prosper as an Importer, was fortunate in being 
the father-in-law of General Prosper M. Wetmore, usually known as Swartwout's 
f ^rcat gun." General Prosper wrote the collector earnestly urging the appoint- 
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ment of his affectionate and " influential" lelatiTe— adding, that Genera] Peter 
Spicer had been promoted at Washington, and wished to resign in Ogsbury*8 favor. 

General Spicer was a keen office-hunter, and rode his mare far ahead of ordinary 
beffgars. He wrote to Mr. Swartwout, March 24th, 1829, more than a munth 
before that gentleman entered on his duties, that he had heard that he (Sw.) had 
been tendered the coUectorship, and if so, he (Sp.) now tendered himself as his 
(Sw/s) deputy. ''I feel a conviction," observed the gallant military veteran, 

'Mhat my mercantile experience would, &c 1 can with 

confidence refer to the members of the Republican party at large in our city and 
State for the claims I may be conddered to possess to your favorable concideration. 
I am AUTHORIZED to refer to the Hon. Af. Van Buren and the Hon, C. C. 
Cambrelmg for MY POLITICAL STANDING. I likewise feel justified in 
addinff the names of Benjamin Bailey and the Hun. C. P. White, who have assured 
me of their disposition to advance my views." 

The friend of Van Buren, Cambreleng, and White, could not be resisted. The 
General got Custom House rations from the date of Swartwout's advent till his 
patrons found the run of a better kitchen for him, in 1833, elsewhere. * 

* or his "mercantile experience" I will only mention that a fraudulent incorporated company fiiiled In 
New York in 1326 ; itj first president, Tliomas Hyatt, was sent to the penitentiary Tor perjurv and whole- 
sale iwiadling in its management. General Spicer succeeded hlm^and General Prosper M. Wetmore waa 
then Vice President. The public were defrauded #600,000 to $700,000 in a few nionilis— Prosper was in- 
dicted by a N. Y. Grand Jury, Sept. 15, 1826, with Brown. Spencer, Hyatt and Jaclceon— turned States' 
eridence— and is, by the influence of Marcy, Bancroft and Van Buren, with Polk, Navy Agent at New 
York, one of the most important, confidential and lucrative posts in the Union. Whether * the GenenU' 
wilt pass muster in the Senate is, lifx Butler's case, rather problematical. 

Ertract of a letter from a gentleman of undoubiea respecubility in N. York, to his correspondent at Al- 
bany. Jan 8, 1831. " also told nie what I did not know before, that in consequence of Prosper M. 

Wetmore's connection with the ' Life and Fire ' or some other stock company, the S^th reg't of artillery 
compelled him to resign. He is, consenusntly, obnoxious to the military, many of whom turned their eyes 

to because they thought Le could aefeat him. I know Wetmore only as the author of Lexington, &c, 

and as the great run of Swartwout and Lawson." This was written during a competition for the oflflce of 

Suarter Master General, Throop being Lt. Gov'r. Whether the fact is as stated I know not, but if it be so, 
le 27th reg't of artillery irained honorable laurels by ousting such a charKter. Throop save him some 
genaralshi p or other in 1328. General Wetmore is, at present, a trustee of the Nautiiua Life Insurance Com- 
pany. Nothing could be more appropriate than such a title for the insurance companies of the last twenty 
years. The Nautilus floats gaily on the surface of the ocean, in fine, cahn, fiiir weatbei^-epreads out a thin 
membiane for a sail, and enjoys itself But the moment it flnd^ the wind blowing a gale, the waves rolling, 
and the storm rising, it shuts up its sail, dives out of sight, Ui rise no more till the return of pleasant 
weather. This is nut the firat Sautilue that he has been a trustee of. 

General Prosper probably resided in the 14th ward of New York, when Van Buren broached, his Sub Trea- 
sury. The General, in the session of 1836, had voted for as manv bank charter* as any other member of the 
Assembly, if not more; yet he did not even Mush when, as Vice President of "a large and enthusisaiic 
meeting," in that ward, he sanctioned Dr. Hasbrouck and Mr. Reill's resolves, that the State had usurped 
unlawful power when it chartered banks— that any legislator who should aid a broken bank, renew a char- 
ter, or vote for a new one. is a traitor— woA that banks with exclusive privileges are eesentially fraudulent 
and destructive of the public welfare I 

The testimony of Vice President Prosper himself, and of President Spicer, and Mesare. Miller, Baldwin, 
Flails. Reede, Ax., at the conspiracy trial, before Judge Edwards in N. York, as recorded in the N. Y. Even- 
ing Poet, shows that Mr. Polk has insulted the community by placing Wetmore wliere he now la. Mr. 
Polk may find the Butler agreement at Nashville a bod bargain yet. There wiU be a time to speak up. 
The native honesty and gooil sense of the American peitple will not be appealed to In vain. 

The Hudson Insurance Co. started in 1826, with •200,000 of capiul sworn as paid in, but except a few 
cents on the dollar there was no capital at all. The stockholders paid, in * I promise to pay, ftc.' The 
Albanj charter cpst them tSSOO. ' rasper M. Wetmore, and G. W. Brown and Mark Spencer, found guiltv 
with Barker, and Thomas Hyatt, sent to the peniuntiary, were among the directore— Hyatt being presf- 
deiiL In a few months they contrived to put off their moonshine bonds fbr real money value, to the 
amount of, sav •250,000. The seme Brown, Hyatt. Spencer, and Wetmore next figure as Directora in 
another extra-mfamous chartered concern, the U. S. Lombani Co., Hyatt, prssidetit. Wetmore, Vice praa- 
idsnt, and the active man of business. Sixteen persons paid for the charter, and took flfi.OOO worth of the 
stock each, paying in 6 cents on the dollar to set the dangerous machine agoing, hire puffs. puffera, Ac 
The Legislature had appointed Scriha ! Brown ! t and Hyatt ! I ! to dtetrilmte the stock. Tb blind the pub- 
lic, the Mayor and Recorder of N. Y. were made directora, in the act, ex-oflSek>, but never once invited to 
attend. Hyatt, the president, and Jackaon the aec'y, swore and recorded an afllldavit that the stock 
[•300.000] was all paid up in gold and silver, though scarcely one cent in twenty had been so paid— and 
knowing thla state of things it was proved on the trial that Wetmore conthiAed aa an acilve manaeer, and 
actually represented the bonds to be good though utteriy worthless. He (Wetmore) gave his moonshine 
check, with the others, to pay (! ! !) for his stock. The checks and a trifle of cash were deposited in the 
Tradesmen's Bank, which gave ihe Lombard a 9300,000 credit (! ! I) which credit was lent to the Hudson 
Co., which lent it chleflv to its stockjobbing stockholdere. No security, of course.— but the Hudson stock 
bad been DuflTed up to 10 and 15 of a premium. The Lombard Cn., so Prosper aaya, divided 3 per cenf— 
profits, of^course, though all was a dead loss. They lent largely to the knave Malapar. Wetmore swore on 
Hyatt's trial that he was intimately acquainted with the company's aflfaira. and, as V. P. paid great atten- 
tion to its concerns, and tried to borrow gSO-OOO fbr it ! Comment is needless. Spicer. Wetmore. Butler 
and Van Buren are worthy of ench other— add Hovt and Lawrence aa make- weights. The means of the 
Lombard Co could nowhere be found— a million ordollan of its paper were pelmeo off upon the honest, un- 
•uspectingpeoptfr— the books were never written up— bonds were fraudulently fhbricatea and aent illto mar- 
ket to raise cash upon, but bonds to be returned. General Morgan Lewla gave cash for •16,000 bonde—* 
daadloea. Hyatt bad hot UtUe to do alUr Wetmoie became V. P.— he did the chief buelneai. Why talk 
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Mr. AMennu PuidY, now Surveyor of the Port of New York, an oflleo worth 
i 16,000 a year, beaides its great patronage, is another of the active, party poli- 
ticiana, who have been long quartered upon the public at the Custom Houae. 

Alderman Purdy {Surveyor^ Port of iV. F.) to SamU SuxtrtuHmi, when abovt to be 

Collector, 
«« Sir — ^The undersigned is an applicant for the situation of Inspector of the 
Customs — he has a large family to support, and, if appointed, will use his utmost 
exertion to perform the duties of the office properly. For dunicter and Qulifiea- 
tions he refers you to his fHends and acquaintance. ELIJAH F. PURDY." 

We the undersigned, being acquainted with Elijah F. Purdy, do recommend him 
as a man of honesty, industry, and integrity, and well qualified for the office of 
Inapector of the Customs. JOHN W. HARDENBROOK, 

New York, April 37th, 1889. SAM'L L. GOUVERNEUR. 

Mangle M. Qvackenhoss {one of his iecuritiei) to Colketar Swartw&mt. 
« Nkw York, April S7th, 1829.~Mt Dear Sir— I am not in the habit of 
asking more of a friend than perhaps I am called upon imperiously to do, after the 
master-strokes of policy, and, I may add, downright cnicanery, that has been 
made use of to defeat you in your justly grounded expectations, which have now 
ac^eved their climax, to your honor be it spoken, that the weight of your character 
has borne you triumphantly through, to the utter dismay of your opponents and 
traducers. I haTc but one request to make of you, and that is to be guarded how 
you give any countenance to the petition of Eiiiah F. Purdy for the appointment of 
an Inspector of the Customs, as he is, to my knowledge, a man not to be depended 
vpon, and one that has invariably supforted SWAMP, alias regular nomination. * 
On the other, I take the like liberty of recommending Alexander Whaley, Junior, 
for the appointment of Inspector, (from the 10th virard,) a man every worthy of 
your confidence and patronage — and his success would be personally gratifying to 
your friends in this part of the town, and most particularly and personalnr so to 
your true fnend and brother soldier, M. M. QUACKENBOSS." 

7b iS. L. Gouvemeur, Postmaster. 
Dear Sir — ^The bearer, Mr. Whaley, ia the gentleman I spoke to you about 
yesterday— HE IS A VERY ACTIVE POLITICIAN, and wants an appoint- 
ment in the Custom House. You will confer a particular favor on me by giving 
him a few lines of recommendation to Mr. Swartwout. 

Truly yours, M. M. QUACKENBOSS. 

Mem. (Hand writing S. Swartwout.) — '* Alexander Whaley is strongly recom- 
mended by Mangle M. Quackenbess. He is also opposed to Purdy." 

This is neither the time nor place to dwell at large on Mr. Purdy's character — 
while an Inapector his duties, except the political, were, to my knowledge, very 
easy indeed. Now, himself, his son, and I do not ver^ well know how many more 
of his relatives are billeted on Uncle Sam, between Pme and Wall streets. He is 
very useM to Lawrence as a channel of communication with * the boys,' and as a 
aort of foreman in the machine shop. 

One of the most wanton and cruel outrages I ever heard of waa committed by 
Police OfficeiB Colvin and Sweet, on the person of the Reverend John Mulligan. 
Damages one thousand dollara were given in a civil action, but nothing oolle^ed. 
In the criminal prosecution they were found guilty, and fined $50 each, a mockery 
of justice that called forth from Mr. Bryant, through the Evening Post, oq the 

of «|ua|it7, a patoreal govemmeni, andiustlce, and tncmiFBge vice by the luccesifal example of the knavo I 
In the N. Y. Erening Poat, Fab. 7, 18Z7, wa and the Barker, Hyatl, Lambert, Wetmore, Brown and other 
laaoally impoeturee of the day admirably expoeed. " We have eeen ihem," eaye the writer, " mored by the 
•ame wiree, and playing upon the aame puppete^pledging, hypothecating, and tranafering theaame worth- 
leae bonde— the same worthleu notee— the eame depreciated eiock— and offering the same bankrupt eecuri- 
Uae eometimee to bolater up one company, eometimee another— eometimes to forward the aicnv achemea 
of one tpeculator, and at others to prmctiee some new deception upon the belierinf public. We have aeao 
Iham dally and hourly reeort to all the mieerable shifia ana ezpedienta of worthleee mendacity to protract 
the vUe decaption, and involve more hmocent vlctime." 
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18th of Maxeh hmt, Btrong, pointed snd well merited eeosurea. Mayor Morris 
turned them out of the police. The Poet haTing directed its censures at Recorder 
Tallmadge, was informed that he had been r^ly anxious to have inflicted a far 
more severe and adequate punishment, but that Aldermen Purdy and Vandenroort 
oTemiled him. Sweet, an actiye, violent party politician, once belonged to the 
Custom House, and most probably is on pay there now. 

Peter Field, an Inspector whom Mr. Hoyt had removed, testified on oath before 
the Com'rs o( Inquiry, in 1841, that -Tammany Hall assessed every officer of the 
Customs, a tax for electioneering expenses. One time he (Field) would not pay — 
on which Egbert G. Sweet, also an Inspector, said to him '' You'll be sorry for 
this" — went to a book, tore out a list of the Inspectors, &c., saying, *' AL you 

daomed sons of bitches that don't pay up wiM he sorry for it Grod 

damn you, I will remember you for it." Soon afler this Field was put out. 

That there are such reports made by spies among the Custom House Officers, on 
printed leaves, and in sther curious ways and shapes — secret, partial, and often mah- 
oioiis— can be proved, and their authors shamed, whenever it may become necessary. 

The CommissioneiB examined Sweet, who at once admitted that the election 
snbscriptioas went to the Tammany Hall Cotnniittee— that he had been absent for 
two or three days in succession, electioneering, as had also other officers — and had 
had an altercati<m with Field — but had not to iht best of his recollection and Mirf, 
reported to Mr. Hoyt the names of officers who did not subscribe to the Tammany 
Bttbucriptions. As a member of Tammany, Sweet voted against Dr. Rockwell^ 
motion for the proscription of Leggett. 

I have already stated enough to show a most infamous combination against the 
liberties of the country, as stated by Mr. Jeflferson — the conspirators being profess- 
ing disciples of that eminent statesman. 

Extract of a letter— B. F. Butler to Jesse Hoyt— Albany, January 18, 1891.— 
" There is every prospect of a stormy session. The Governor [De Wiit Clinton], 
has communicated the documents relative to THE ORGANIZED CORPS, accom- 
panied WITH A VERY ABUSIVE MESSAGE. This business wiU injure him 
greatly throughout the Union. ^ 

I don't think I shall be an applicant for any thing this winter — certainly not if I 
can get a living without, which I hope may be the case." 

Extract of a letter — Coe S, Downing to S. Swartwout, Collector of the port of 
N. York. — dated Brooklyn, Dec. 16, 1832. — '' Permit me to soUcit from you a 
nomination for our POLITICAL friend John Mac Gee for the office of Inspector of 
Customs. Mr. MacGee is personally known to me as a warm FOLTTlCALfriendf 
and a strtnaus advocate of the present administration." 

* Such tre lYMpioiu "bucktail," Mr. Butler's lan^ftge and senttniflnta relaiiTe to Governor Clfnton'a 
Mesngtt to the Lef islatim, of the 17th of January, 1821 . in which he proved, exposed and condemned thff 
"organised and disciiilined hostility" of the federal officers, as ezhlbiied in the State Elections — pointed to 
General Joseph G. Swift, the Surveyor, (who was aflenvards tried for fraud as Vice President of the Life and 
i^re Insurance Co., in which, though ha esrAjned conviction of crime, he was very blameaUe,) as having 
instructed the Naval Storekeeper, Decatvr, at Brooklyn, (Is it he of the Chemical £(ank lobby 7] to organize 
the whole Navy Yard at the Slate election, presenting " a scene of undue influence and extraneous intrusion 
revolting to every friend of republican government. A government of influence and eormption," said Mr. 
Clinton, " is the worst possible shape which a republican gDveminent can assume, because under the forma 
of freedom, it combines the essence of tyranny." " Slavery." he added, " is ever preceded by sleep— and 
the liberties of free states are more frequently prostrated bv fraud than by force." Mr. Clinton concluded bj 
stating his fall persuasion that " when the personal animosities and political agitations of the times ars 
buned in oblivion, he should be considered by impartial posterity as having endeavored to deserve well of 
the republic by his conduct on this occasion." 

Never was a position better sustained by evidence. It has been long befbrs the people. Bat the evil b 
much oo the increase. 

GoL John Decatur to Collector Swartwout. 

Portsmouth, May 4, 1829.— Dear Sir— This will be banded to you by my particular friend Mr. John 
Blunt, lately a resident of this town. In making you acquainted with Mr Blunt, I take much plaasure. 
Ha is a gvntleman who has bean ezieDsively engued in businees in this place, and in my official duties, as 
late Naval Store Keeper, have been daily engaged with him in mercantile transactions. For a number of 
years Mr. Blunt has supplied our Navy Yara, and I have at all times found him prompt, energetic, and 
&tthful in the perlbrmance of his coAtracts ; and wAere it poaaiUe for Mr. R to reside with us, I know«f 
no man whom I would sooner select to the first office in my ^fl. For tke Itutfour yeart he Am activelu 
and openly advocated the claime of our present worthy chief magiatrate. ana the reputation maintainra 
by Mr. Blunt has been such in this section of the country, that we trust his talenu have not been enipiged 
unsuccessfully. Should it be neceasary to bave.ai* autietant editor, to aid Mr. Noah in warding off the 
malignant ehafteofthe coalition party, which will be made on you. in eonaemtence of the general eweep 
which Ipreaumetfou intend to make in your office, I know of no more suitable man than this mid Cod of 
mine, and I therefore request that you will add one more obligation I am already under, by gitins; him an 
appelintment in the Custom Sbum. Yours with esteem and afTection. DECATUR. 



78 lOHN lUCOBB— CVSTOM HOUSE FOLIOS. 

Extract of a letter— lUcAorcf Cornwell, Brooklyn, Bee. 90, 1839, to the 

** Permit me to introduce to you my friend Mr. John MaeCfee, and solicit from you 
the faiyor of obtaining the apptiintment of one of the Inspectors of Customs for said 
port. Mr MacGfec is a gentleman of good moral character, industrious habits, and 
in my opinion calculated to make a useful officer in your department. FVom his op- 
pearance in public &/e— and that is coeval with his affe^-Ae ha$ been a firm and 
uniform supporter oj democratic principles, and enedaUy in support of our present 
adrmnistraiion-^ndllL IS TO HIS EXERTIONS, as much as to any other indi- 
vidual, THAT KING'S COUNTY STANDS AS HIGH AS SHE DOES in 
the political ftt^mly of the state,*^ 

Here is a very fair specimen of the system by which Mr. Van Buren and Mr. 
Butler control our elections. Mr. John MacGee is sent to receive his pay for ex- 
penditure in lungs and labor in Kinss County. While the worthy citiiens of 
Williamsbnrffh and Brooklyn were a£niring the almost superhuman exertions of 
Patriot MacGee, and his long cherished love of Jackson and Van Buren, he was 
thinking of the $ 1500 salary he would gain by it, the perquisites, and how long 
he could keep them. No doubt the Brooklyn folks, in Nov. 1834, thonght that 
they had decided the election. Quite a mistake ! Mr. MacGee, as much as any 
living man had turned the scale — and a Commissioner to help to distribute the 
stock of the Atlantic Bank hands him a draft on the Custom House, in full of his 
patriotism, where it was duly honored. 

If the administration of the day can create offices by the thousand, needed and 
not needed, pay the incumbents out of the proceeds of taxation, and put up places 
of $1,000 to $90,000 as prizes to be gained by the basest conduct of which 
politiciiuis can be guilty, neither life nor freehold will be safe to an owner — fraud 
and viUainy will triumph, and our country be degraded among the nations. Free- 
men see to it. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



Ulshoeffer of the Eoenmg Post'^his letter to Hayt — espionage among democrats. 
Rose, Gamissj Shourtf Winship, Bog gs, Kirk, dross, ijrc- \Vesterxm*s pickings. 
Sofartwout^s dealings, " Democrats of our stamo.^* Jeromus Johnson. B.'J. 
Merserole. Abraham Le Foy. The Morning News, Burr, Mexico, Swartwout, 
and place hunting. 

If any one had told me five years ago, that Henry Ulshoeffer, brother to the 
Judge, and one of the editors of the Evening Poet, had stooped to slander his 
neighbors behind their backs, to tlieir injury, collect the scandal of the hour for 
Mr. Hoyt, listen to the private conversation of his friends at the dinner table, and 
note it dowi^ secretly for the Collector, I would not, could not have credited it. 
But I have copied the following extraordinary memoranda, from the original, in the 
well-known hand of the subscriber to it, who had been a clerk employed in Ward 
and Hoyt*8 office, and afterwards had an $ 800 sinecure clerkship in the Custom 
House. In those days when religious majorities governed the world, fortunate was 
he who professed the creed of the powers that were. Equallv fortunate is that 
lawyer now whose politics have no variance from those of the '* regular demo- 
crats," banded together to dispense the patronage of the country among nZTthem- 
selves. 

DePeyster, who told the young bntcher^s ancestor]that Mr. Van Buren *' wasa 
damned little rascal," suffered a loss of $ 1095 per annum in his rent-roll. What 
happened the conservative who exclaimed — '* Who the devil is Mr. Hoyt— who 
ever heard of him?" I do not know. The cartman for the Post was installed into 
office, under the '< judicious tariff" of George A. Wasson. Ricard the ''mere 
drone," and the poor clerk who was said to be "the rankest whig breathing," 
were ignorant that an informer had undermined them. Mr. Ulshoeffer adopted 
hi practice Mr. L. Hoyt's convenient rule of injuring people, keeping them the 
while in the dsrk. 
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AddreM— ' Jasw Hoyt, En. * EndonaniMit—" Memonnduow of Wj. Ulahoeflbr nlMlT« to niiidfy appUea- 
Uou for office.— 17ihMarch, 1838." 

" MEMORANDUM OF H. ULSHOEFPEB." 

" Oborob W. Ro89, has laid before you an application for Cltrkahip in doors, or the office of Inapector^ 
whichever shall appear to be at your disposal. I have already stated to you (and I now repeat it for your 
remembrance) that he is related to me as nephew (by a sister.) He has mostly resided in the seventh ward, 
where he Icept a ship-chandler's store, as successor to my eldest brother, (xeorge Ulahoeffer, (they were 
partneri at his death.) My brother, in his Will, directed Mr. Rose to go on with the business and ray to 
mj father and mother the full value of the stock at the time of his decease, for their future comfort. Before 
he accomplished this he became inaolvent, but acted with good &ith to bis grand-parents and paid them for 
the stock (the balance due at his failure being small ) He then procured a release from his crediton by 
great axertioos, and with the aid of some friends went into the Gfrocery busine<<s in Cherry street, which 
made ' both ends meet,' apparently. Last May he removed his store into (}oenties' Slip, and took a partner, 
and attempted to do a better business — but the change that came over the business community overset idl 
hid calculations, and lie has been wasting his means ever since in necessary expenses. To crown all his 
misfortunes, his store took fire the early part of March, and his whole stock was lost. Though the stock 
was covered by insurance, it had been prucured mostly upon credit, and must be paid for; and even if it had 
been otherwise the prospect of doing business for a long while is but a hopeless one. Trade is not likely to 
revive for a considerable period — and Mr. Roee thinks he must finally ^ive up. Under these circumstances. 
Mr. Rose wishes to withdrew from his busineM, and take such an appomtment as willafibrd him a livelihood 
for a few years. 

lAt U a Demoerttt of our stamp— \n pertinacious in ar^ment, and of good education. In the Seventh 



Wsrd, he bretuted the storm of Whigeertf in 18:M, and suffered in his business some on that account. As 
to his qualificaiiona, I will assure you he is fit for any of the clerkships in doors^be writes a cood hand— is 
good at figures and calculations. As to an out door appointment he is iar superior to many woo are now ia 



office. This I well know. Mr. Rose has a wife and one child— and is about 30 yeare of age. 

As I have before said to you personally, this is an affair which I feel an interest it— and if you can appoint 
him you will confer another favor (among others) on me, as well as him. It tcili alec raiae me in the 
extern of our family, who afliKt to believe there is no chance for him. 

My brother the Judge, Mr. Jordan and othera, have doubtless spoken to you on this subject. 

JosspH GAaMiBs, with whom I have been acquainted for yeare, is applying for the office of Inspector. 
Hs is about 33 yean of age. and was formerly a clerk of Colemar the (Trockery Dealer in Broadway, whera 
your wife has Durohased China ware frequently. 

" ' " larosi 



Oamiss boards with my mother-in-law, and has forsevenl yeare. He boards in John street (Sd ward.) I know 
.. ». .... - ..^. .^.^ .. _. « M "inner Gamiae and I have a regular conversa- 

and enthusiastically attached to the adminie- 



him well-— Aas polities art of the right kind. Every day at dinner Gamias and I have a regular con versa- 
"' I with the Whigs at table, and I have found him firmly 



tration 

Although I liave no personal interest in his application, I know of no voung man I could more cordially 
ncommead to your notice, both ou account of his polities and capacity. I place him only next to Mr. Rose 
ia the interest I feel in his application. Owing to change in trade ana the necessity of economizing, 
Mr. 0>lemar was obliged to dismiss Mr. Gamiss, and every department seems to be filled in other placea 
where he has sought for employment. 

He is a single man. 

Jaxm Monkob Winshxp, a young man, 19 yeare of age, applies for a Clerkship. He is son of Daniel 
Wioship, butcher of Fulton Market, and resides in the 17ih ward. Ht is of course a Democrat, as I 
know from repeated conversations. You have seen him at your house, and can judge somewhat of bia 
msrita. As to my own knowledge of his capacity, I can say no more thiin that I believe him to be quali* 
fled for some situation of small salary. iSTis father has cxmtributed liberally in money to the Demscratie 
po.rty, and it ttould be securing a large family interest for the admintstration, if the appointment 
eonld be made. 

OsoROB W. Shourt wants the place of Cartman to the Public Store in Nassau street. As lie has 
seea you on the subject, and you know his politics, you can form an opinion of his merit, and the expe- 
diency of doing what he wisliee. He has for some time been the Cartman of the JEveninr Post, carrying 
daily the oiait papen to the Poet Office. He ia a 16th warder, and you can take care of him without any 
uging from me. 

Edmund J. Gaoaa is an applicant for the place of Inspector. He is of the 10th ward. Of courae he ia 
a Democrat. I introduced him to you one day in vour office in Wall street. He is a married man of about 
is yeare of age, judgine from his appearance, fie Is a respectable man, and would, I have no doubt, fill 
the place creditably. He relies much on my influence in this business, but I have no particular interest 
in kis applieation, 

WxLUAX J. Boooa ia an applicant for the appointment of Inspector. I am well acquainted with him~ 
knote his politics to be thorough Democratic— snd as he depends a great deal on what I say to you, I 
will be candid enough to say that the leiten he has laid before you, signed by Mr. Cambreleng, Col. John- 
•mi and othen, although entitled to great weight, ought not to be conclusive. He took creat interest ia 
Mr. Coe's application for the Collectorahip, and witite letten to Washington in hia behalf, and with Ely 
Moore and othera, endeavored to defeat your appointment. 

He is at present a letter-carrier in the Post Office, and though I at one timeftit disposed to do all I 
could for him, aome thinn have induced me not to urge you strongly in liis lavor. He is in the 10th 
ward— and has a foinily. Mr. Coddington can tell you about him. 

The above applicants are all nne ones. 

Of those who are already in the Custom House I will speak as follows : 

Jambs WBSTBayBLT is a Weigher, and has spoken to me about his situation. He is thoroughly loco- 
foco, and ought not to be removed. There is no objection to his being reuined that I know of Ha baa 
been in office about eighteen montiis. 

Pbtbr CoirrANT is an Inspector, and has been in ofike about a year and an half. I know him weH Ha 
u one of the firmest of our party. Old Gilbert Coutant is his uncle. He has been persecuted formerly 
by the Whigs, and hadto abandon his business in consequence. He ought to be retained by all meana. Ha 
ia son-in-law of Daniel Winship. 

TaoMAS KaK # is a Weigher, and now in office. He ha« not spoken a word to me on tlie subject of his 
reiag retained, but I cannot omit the opportunity, while I am maUng these memorandums, of recommend- 
hig, cordially, his reappointmenu 

*Kirk was remored by Van Ness, but, being a strong friend of Tan Buren, was soon reatored to office by . 
Liwnnea. Ha ia oow an Inspectoir. 
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Ha !• a fine <^d graUeman, of oar poUtlca ; and hat bom a coootaBt Tlaitor at tho olBeo of the Bvmimg 
PoBt, where he frequenUy diecoureea on poUtice— and, of courae, hie opiniooe are well known to Bryant 
and myaelf. He was once of the firm of Kirk and Merceln, Bookeelleis of thii city. 

JosspH DnsTPOce U now an Inspector, and wiehea to he transferred to the French JI»or In the PubUe 
Store in Naaaau street, where the pay is the same as be now gels, and which change would enable him (on 
account of gnaier convenience in the hours of business) to pav Bome attention to other mcUtere, atui malct 
hie income better—or rather enable him to instruct his chiidiren in some branches of education. In this 
Btore he would be attendant upon the appraisera. 

Knowinff his politics to be decidedly Democratic, I would recommend, If nothinfl( interlered in your 
opinion, his transfer to the Public Store. He is a good judge of French articles, and might be of senrice in 
that department. 

Among thoM who are opposed to the administration, and In office, there is A. & DsPiTaTBa, (weigher.) 
He is a thorough Whig, but Has urged some Democrats to speak to you for him. Look out for him ! 

He told Mr. Daniel Winship that " Mr. Van Buren was a dam'd little rascal," or words to that efltet— 
and this too verv recently. 

Saxitel B. Flsm iNo Is a Conservative Democrat of the rankest sort. He was a atranuoua adrocge for 
Ooe's appointment to the CoUeciorship— and said before you was nominated, " Who the Devil is Mr. Hoyt ) 
Who ever heard of him ? " *c. 

Hbnry K. Frobt, a Clerk, I know to be the rankest Whig breathing, and ought to be removed without 
acniple. 

Georob RicARo, an Inspector, has been in office several yeara. and is, I under:nand, in good pecuniary 
circumstances, and could live without the olAce. He is from the lOih ward. He acareely ever attends our 
meetings, and is, in a political point of view, a mere drone. 

Let him be removed ! 

HsNRY W****«T. an Inspector, is a drunken beast, and notwithsundlng his politics, he ought to be 
removed. This is public sentiment wherever he is known. Any one in the tenth ward will say so." 

iHere ends the Ulshoefier Memoranda.] 

Mr. Ulshoeffer's nephew, Rose, who ** is a democrat of our stamp," and ** brcart- 
ed the stonn of whiggery," had an office, and his uncle was *' raised in the 
esteem" of the House of Ulshoefier. The crockery-man's clerk where Mrs. 
Hoyt bought her china, I know nothing of, ** A large family interest was secured 
for the administration" by giving the butcher's boy a '* situation of small salary." As 
Kirk's pohtics were endorsed by ** Bryant and myself," after daily discourses at 
the bureau of the Post, he kept in the saddle. Whether the Israelite, Dreyfoos, 
was transferred to the French floor I have not heard — ^but it is very probable, as 
" his politics were decidedly democratic." W. J. Bogf^s, tho' ** thoroughly demo- 
cratic," was no favorite. Him he turned over to Coddington. 

James Westervelt, the weigher, was reported to be ** throughly loco foco"— and 
was retained. 

I do not know the man, but by reference to Mr. Reybum, President of the St. 
Patrick's Society, N. Y.'s evidence before the Commission, July 9, 1841, page 
638, No. 21S Congress documents, it will appear that this Westervelt, not content 
with $ 1500 easily earned from government, mulcted the merchants heavily where 
he had the chance. If the law gives a measurer or weigher a certain number of 
days to make returns to the Custom House, and the merchant wishes sooner to 
learn the weight or measure, as often happens, he must pay a heavy bribe, com- 
pensation, or fee (call it what you will) for the information. Mr. Reybum received 
about 98 tons of iron by a Glasgow vessel — asked Westervelt for a copy of his return 
of the weight, and obtained it on paying a few cents less than twenty dollars ! I 
could have made a copy in about as many minutes. If a measurer is asked for a 
copy of the weight of a quantity of coal, the by-fee is $ 5. Well may Mr. R. ex- 
claim that this is '* very demoralizing!" Why, there is no more use for 17 
measurers at $ 1500 a year each, nor for any one of them, than there is for 17 
chaplains to read morning prayers in the barge office — it is merely a poor pretext 
for rewarding 17 MacGees, Westervelts, Purdys, Spicers, and Ogsburys — " active 
politicians," or their friends. Secretary Ewmg or Forward, reported in favor of 
abolishing these sinecures, but the difficulties in Mr. Tyler's cabinet caused his 
resignation. Mr. Walker's forte would rather lie in increasing <ucA patronage than 
lessening it. 

The family of UlshoefTer, as has been seen, kept one eye steadily fixed on their 
own interest. Jeromus Johnson, member of Congress, Appraiser, and *' democrat 
of our stamp," did not seriouily diffisr from them in his views of Custom House 
Republicanism. 

Jeromus Johnson was a sort of a pillar in Tammany. I think I remember him 
as a legislator on ** the regular" ticket as far back as 1812. In 182-2 he was chair- 
man of the Committee of the Assembly to which the North River and Fulton 
Bank charters were referred— but whether he approved of the Commissioneia who 
gave Alderman Rathbone $600,000 in stook, by whioh he cleared $74,000 with- 
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ontmnch outlay, I have forgotten. I presnme he did, for he is a rotten reed — 
very. Mr. Van Bnren knew his man, and he haited a political hocik with an ap- 

S raiser's office ; hung it up in the ceiling of the House of Representatives to make 
eromus vote straight when he went to Congress. Jerome kept his eye upon the 
bait — was in due time nominated an appraiser, though he had heen a conservative 
and signed the Tallmadge pledge. General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren had de- 
nounced the practice of tempting Congressmen from the honest and impartial dis- 
charge of their duty, by holding up before their eyes embassies abroad and lucrative 
offices at home if they would become mere creatures of the executive. Yet the re- 
collection of the unblushing effrontery with which such bribes were given from 
1820 to 1841 is enough to sicken the soul of a true patriot. " Will you remove 
the deposits to the pets V quoth Jackson to Duane. " Not a dollar," replied the 
secretary. " Will you resign, and I'll bargain with a secretary who wifn" said 
the president. '* 1*11 not budge an inch from m^ duty, but you can dismiss me, 
you know," answered the faithful minister. ** Will you take the Russian embassy 
and retire?" was the next question — but $9000 a year of a sinecure, and $9000 
in a present to start with, had no charms for Duane. He had to be removed — and 
the supple Taney became a pliable tool in the hands of Van Buren. 

JeromuB Johnson was not of the Duane school— he became an appraiser — had to 
sign appraisements he never saW) or quit ;* even Hoyt declared he had no confidence 
in such a set of appraisers as Johnson, Lounsberry, ^c.,nor is it to be wondered at. 
Johnson had been a regular signer of recommendations for office, to Washington, the 
N. Y. P. O,, Custom House, &c. Here is a specimen — one of Cambreleng^s " old 
and active politicians," pressing for his pay. 

** New York, 30 April, 1829.— The Collector of the Port of New York. 

Sir— Mr. James Maurice AN OLD AND ACTIVE POLITICIAN desires a 
sution in our Custom House, and is worthy of THE PATRONAGE of ffovem- 
ment. C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

I fully concur in the above. W. SEAMAN." 

'< Mr. Maurice is a Republican of the old school, and a warm and devoted friend 
to Gen. Jackson 

JEROMUS JOHNSON— JOHN HILLYER— M. M. NOAH. 



Here is another wonderful document- 
New York, April 29th, 1829. To S. Swartwout, Esq. " Wg the under- 
signed subscribers doo recommend Abraham Meserole as a very suUnbfe person for 
one of the Custom House Inspectors, and would grladly se him appointed, knowing 
faim too kUtoays ha^in? been a warm supporter of Geiri Jackson. 

M. M. NOAH, JEREMIAH DODGE, 

H. ECKFX)RD, JEROMUS JOHNSON." 

WILLIAM S. COE, 



Immediately below this is the following rare and curious request, on the Mme 
tkeet and page of paper, 

** Dear Sir — When yon have leisure, and take up the *< numerous applications 
for offices in the Custom house department, I make this memorandom F( iR FEAR 
IT MAY ESCAPE YOUR MEMORY, THAT MR. ABRAHAM MESEROLE 
IS A NEPHEW OF MINE. His brother Bernard the Alderman of the 10th 
Ward, was a candidate for the office I fill, supported by a strong petition of Jack- 
son's friend*— would Uke it as a particular favour, ICF IF THERE IS A 
VACANCY AFTER REMEMBERING YOUR RELATIVES, .Ql if you 
would give him a commission. Yours truly, JEROMUS JOHNSON.^' 

The Meseroles were in luck. In 1840, we find B, J. an appraiser. Jerome 
also wanted his son in, and the Commission of 1841, contains a detail of other queer 
transactions. 

In 1838, Jeromus was a director of the Bank of America, with John Targee, &c. 

""•Sm EkmuUvs Doc No. 2ia a of B. STib OoBf. U Smi. pi«M S33-dl 



89 LB FOT N0tfI}IATB8 MARCY I — ^PUBDY's PBOCUnUTIOITB. 

This pet bank, e^rly in 1834, bad $369,000 in apecie, and its needy or greedy 
guardiana, the diTectora had borrowed $436,000 of its funds, which, at 3 per cent, 
a montb, would bring them $ 150,000 and more yearl]^. 

Courteous reader-^ad you been at the *^ Democratic" state convention held in 
the Presbyterian Church, Syracuse, in Sept. 1836, to nominate Martin Van Buren, 
and W. L. Marcy, as President and GoTernor, Collector Lawrence, as St&te Elector, 
&c., you would have beheld as the New York Custom House representation, Wat- 
son % Lawrence, Elijah F. Purdy, Charles P. Clinch, and Abraham Le Foy, the 
old auctioneer. And you would have seen Governor Marcy proposed for re-election 
by Abraham himself, direct from the barge office. He was hired for this sort of 
work. De Witt Clinton's Chair at Albany occupied by the nominee of a New York 
Custom House Officer ! Friends of State rights where are ye 1 

New York, 81 March 1829. 

Samuel Swartwout, Esq. Respected Sir-^Presuming that changes will be made in 
the Custom House Department, I take this opportunity of oflerinff myself as a candi- 
date for the office of Inspector of the Customs. As to my moral ana political chari* 
aeter, as well as to claims and capability, I beg leave. Sir, to refer you to Mr. John 
A. Hardenbrook, Judge Herttell, Gen. Bogardus, Ool. John L. Graham . Col. Wm. L. 
Morris, Hon. C. P. ^^ite, whose recommendations I can obtain, together with a ma- 
jority of the Jackson members of the Common Council. If appoiotsDents are to be 
made in refwence to POLITICAL SERVICES (especially to the Clinton an4 Jackson 
pause) and peraonal AND FAMILY coasidsro/iofur, I think I can satisfy Mr. Swart- 
wout, that lam not deficient in either oualifioation. I presume that Mr, Swartwout m 
aware that Henry Abel and Abraham Bo wdine, both Custom House Insp., are mere 
shadows of John Targee. ABRAHAM ii£ FOY. 

Mr. Cornelius W. Lawrence's course in the Custom House, may be guessed from 
the facts stated in this volume. He may talk ** Jeffisrson," but heMl out-Herod 
Herod in the way of political corruption. See if he don't ! 

In a letter signed by Cornelius W. Lawrence, Thos. Herttell, John Lorimer 
Graham, and George D. Strong, addressed to S. Swartwout, and dated 8th Dec. 
1834, at N Y.— they say— 

^* Mr. Le Foy from that time to the present has been an active, sealous, and 
efficient advocate of democratic prindples, and has very materially aided in sustain- 
ing the present administration, and we believe Uiat no individual who has been 
selected as an Inspector of the Customs has presented stronger personal or political 
claims to your favorable notice." 

That honest and steady patriot, Wm. M. Price, ftrivileged to plead for the op' 
proased, according to law, thus adds his testimony, (Dec. 10, 1834.) 

'' I am not acquainted with any individual who presents stronger personal and 
politictU claw to your oonsideration than Mr. Le Foy. 

HiB appointment would afbrd great gratification to a great number of your per- 
sonal ana political friends, and confar an especial favor on yours truly, 

WILLIAM. M. PRICE. 

The N. Y. Morning News is edited by J. L. O'Sullivan, and the establishment 
is upheld as the mouth-piece of Messrs. Purdy, Lawrence, Bowne, Allen, Wet- 
raove, and the '* re^ki '* Tammany Hall clique, who issue their mandatea offi- 
cially, over the editorial. head. It presented the ludicrous appearance, not long 
since, of Tammany Hall proclamations, signed by Purdy, the Custom House Sur- 
veycnr, i^ Chairman of the political olub at that tavern: and immediately under, is 
thf Tcory fain? ooluma, the most spiteful attacks on Mr. Van Ness, then collector 
iS^r in^interferuig in politics ! 

'' The reinov^ of Mr. Van Ness," aay the Tammany Hall Committee, thro* 
the^ Newa of Jiine 96th, 184$, was *' an aot of self-defence againet a long covuna 
qt'mmUnit coryupl, and agAreesive interference pn the part of the Cqstem House 
in idl our local polities.'* The reader will already have seen' tha^ a New York 
Collector is a political agent of the powers at Washin^n, placed in the Custom 
House at New York, for the purpose of aiding in carrying all eleotiona in that vast 
Commercial Capital, whether City, State, or federal, for the party of which his em* 
plovers are the leaders. And yet Messrs. Wetmore, Butler, Bowne, Purdyf 
0'$ullivaD & Co., lA the above manifestOi justify Mr. Van Ness's removal, and 
the appointment of the Old Auctioneer, Lawrence, on the score of political medr 
dling. 
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In the same paper they aocuse his brother. General Tan Ness, the Washington 
banker, with supporting Burr. Was not Mr. Van Buren, Burr's clerk? Was not 
Samuel Swartwout, Burr's agent ? Is not the reflection on Grov. Van Ness a cen- 
sure on Andrew Jackson for appointing Swartwout, knowing that fact, and on 
President Van Buren for continuing him a twelve month after his accession ? 

The histoTj of Col. Burr's attempt to dismember the Union, levy war against his 
country, seize certain foreign possessions, and found in the South and West a new 
empire, more friendly to England than to his own free home, is not new. His 
trial, disgrace, self-banishment, and retirement from political life, are facts Well 
known. Samuel Swartwout, who, with Erick Bollman, was arrested in the Butt 
conspiracy times, for high-treason, was a steady follower of Burr — ^and Gtoetal 
Wilkinson (I quote the Richmond Enquirer of Sept. 1807) testified on Burr's trial 
at Richmond, that Mr. Swartwout, then a bold, manly, athletic youth, teas actu- 
ally concerned in the plot. 

General W. swore that Swartwout had called at his head quarters, at Kfttohi-' 
toches, on the 8th of Oct. 1806, with a letter of introduction from Jonathan Day- 
ton of N. J. and that he said he had been in company with Peter V. a son of 
Matthias Offden, who had proceeded onward to New Orleans. Colonel T. H. 
Gushing, who was with General W. when Mr. S. arrived, having retired for a few 
minutes, Mr. Swartwout slipped from his side pocket, a letter and packet which 
he said he was charged by Colonel Burr to deliver to him (Gen^l W.) The letter 
was produced by Gen'l W., and was a formal introduction of Swartwout by Aaron 
Burr, dated at Philadelphia in July. The secret communication from Burr to Wil- 
kinson adyerted to the intended expedition, and referred to Swartwout for further 
intelligence, who [said Gen'l W. j stated '* that Col. Burr, supported by a nd- 
merous and powerful association, extending from New York to New Orleans, 
was about to levy an armed force of 7000 men, with a view to carry an expedition 
against the Mexican provinces " — ^that New Orleans was to be seized — ** that naval 
protection would be had from Great Britain — ^that he (S.) was to meet Col. Burr 
and General Dayton at NASHVILLE, on the 20th of Nov.," &c. The envelope 
also covered a letter to John Peters, Nashville, and a letter from General Da]rton 
to him (Wilkinson), also partly in cypher, asking " Are you ready? Are you 
and your associates ready? — Wealth and Glory, Ix>td8iana and Mexico/' &c. 

Col. T. H. Cushinff of the 2d U. S. InfantA, deposed that he was shown these 
letters by the General, the morning after Mr. S. arrived. As to Messrs. Burr and 
Dayton's autographs there could at least be no mistake — they were well known. 

On the 26th of Dec, previous to the trial, Gen'l W. made affidavit at New Or- 
leans to the leadin|[ facts, and swore that he believed that Swartwout and Ogden 
were parties to an insurrection against the laws of the U. S. — and tiie General's 
anpointments in Canada, &c., afterwards, are the best possible proofs that Jeffbrson, 
Madison, and their friends in Va. fully believed him. 

The newspapers of N. Y. reported that Mr. S. had atoassinated the General for 
thus testifying, but he was too brave to do that. He challenged him, and when 
Wilkinson replied '* that he held no correspondence with Traitors or Conspirators," 
be posted him as a treacherouBf perjured poltroon. 

major Morgan Neville, of Cincinnati, the bosom friend of S., was a Burr man in 
these days. He married a niece of Capt. Heth of Richmond, one of Burr's securi- 
ties. Neville and Swartwout and Andrew Jackson were early friends. Last war 
ail the Swartwouts fought well. Sammel married Miss Alice Ann Cooper, in 
New York, in Dec'r, 1814. He was a primitive Jacksonian, and called the first 
Jackson meeting ever held at Tammany. He toasted Jackson as " an honest man 
and a hero," adroitly secured the interest of Ex-President Monroe and of his 
nephew, S. L. Gouvemeur — ^kept his eye steady on the Collectorship, as lesser 
place-hunters do on lesser offices — talked of patriotism and thought of place — got 
it'^-'carried off or aUowed to be embezzled, a million and a quarter of dollars, and 
is now said to be very poor. When Hull was employed, government were at 
fault^be was too old. Had he been shot after trial, as justly sentenced to be, 
other incapable or feeble officers, who did much mischief last war, would have been 
kept out of the way. So with Swartwout. A ruined speculator and his oomrades 
<mght never to have had the Custom^— nor bught hid 6rimes to have been parsed 
^er, by ooUnsion, ^ they were. He wae keen and knowing, 4nd, twe to one, ii 
only acting the foor bankn^. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Swarttpout and Texas — How Texas got settled. John Y. Mason's speculations. A 
Swartwout memoir suggested. Swartwout and Van Buren. Tanvnany Hall and 
Van Ness. Inspectors sent from Albany. Corrupt political appointments — /. M. 
Wheeltr^ d^c. The Custom House Divan. Old Job Furman. Surveyor Attwood. 

Major Swartwout was a shrewd, artful man, and as he had got a powerful 
position by ministering to the great man above him — he resolved to keep it by 
studying his humor. That Jackson was resolved to have Texas, and not ill- 
disposed to receive a still larger slice of Mexico, he knew far better than his neigh- 
bors — ^and having no money of his own, he apphed that of the pubhc to the settle- 
ment of Texas. In due tinae much more will be brought to light — ^meantime the 
following letters will speak for themselyes — they need no comment : 

Collector Swartwout, New York, to Col. Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas. 

New York, November 11, 1836. 

Dear Sir — General John Y. Mason , has been requested, by me, to deposit with 
you a certificate or grant of fleven leagues op land in texas, which I pur^ 
chased from him, and which he has kindly agreed to procure to be recorded at 
Nacogdoches, and get the commissioner to name a surveyor for. I have also given 
James Morgan a letter or order to receive the same, which order I will thank you to 
honor on presentation, as Mr. Morgan is to locate the same for me, and is a citizen 
of Texas." 

Collector Swartwout, New York, to Col. Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas. 

New York, 11 February, 1836. 

My Dear Sir — ^I received a draft from you yesterday for 1000 dollars at 60 days, 
which was promptly accepted, but there was no letter of advice accompanying it. 
This I regret, as I do not Icnow what it is for, although I presume it is intended for 
the Texian cause. If so, please to inform me by return post — General Mason leaves 
this for Nacogdoches tomorrow morning. He goes on for the purpose of locating 
his grants, I have requested him to speak to you about Carahalls business, about 
which I will thank you to write me ; I have paid your third draft, or rather my third 
note due 28th January. My interests are now very large in Texas, and I pray you 
to do all you can to sustain Mason. You must not forget that we who have hitherto 
purchased and paid for our lands were in a great degree, the cause of your getting 
so many gallant men into your country. I received a newspaper of your place of 
the 2d January, this morning, and thank you for it. We all feel that Texas is now 
Independent, fiut my dear sir, do not let your new government run into extrava- 
gancies, let them confirm all the land grants, and it will give confidence to those 
who may become purchasers, or residents hereafter. Let them decree that holders 
in the states shall have their rights preserved, and they will increase the value of 
their public domain. Let them also authorize foreigners or people in the states and 
in Europe, to hold real estate as if they were on the soil. Nothing would so far 
give character to your country. 

As you are an old and respected citizen, your advice ought to have weight. 
Therefore speak. 

Do my dear friend let me hear from you what is my atogue now worth, that is 
when you shall have made and maintained your independence! Write me all about 
that and other matters — 

Believe me very sincerely yours, SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

As far as I can learn their early history, the brothers Swartwout began life as 
working painters. They kept an oil, paint, and dye-stuff store in New York, at the 
commencement of the war of 1812, and behaved very well in that contest. Their 
biography — the good and the bad of it — ^if they would entrust their papers to some 
able and discreet friend — would be a very interesting, curious, and pleasant volume. 
Of life, they tasted much of the bitterness — ^much of its sweets — the romance and 
the sad reality— the pains and the pleasures. Look at S. Swartwout's letter to 
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Hoyt, of Maich, 18S9. He would be the man for a family biographeT— if as candid 
to the public aa he was there to Jesse. 

Texas has done more for northern ooliticians than people are aware of. It 
upheld Swartwout— raised Lawrence, Morris, Marcy, Ritchie, &c. — ^and is in the 
mouth of every ofEce-beggar of note who enters Washington, save and except a 
few of Mr. Van Buren's folks, who went on t* other tack to catch votes in their 
particular localities. 

Mr. Van Buren* tried to get one of his creatures into the Custom House in 
1839, but Swartwout outgeneraled him — this caused a coolness, but it did not last 
long. A mutual friend persuaded them to dine with him, bury the hatchet, and 
play into each other*8 hands. They did so— and after that John Targee and his 
folks began to have an influence and get their friends appointed to snug berths. 
Next year Swartwout got mad at Van Buren, quarreled with and caUed him 

"a d d contemptible, little monkey" — all of which the latter forgave and 

politely invited the former to serve out his term. 

Messrs. Lawrence, Wetmore, Purdy, O'Sullivan, &c., seem to have cherished 
far more affection for Hoyt and Swartwout than for Van Ness, of whom they say 
in the number of the News I have quoted, that '* when in town he spends a much 
less number of hours in his office than any of his predecessors have done ; and that 
during those hours he is with much difficulty accessible to merchants — busily 
employed, we suppose, in turning round and round the wheel of appointments— in 
a somewhat superfluous regulation of the politics of a ward — or a menacing inqui- 
sition into the reported disaffection of a trembling inferior.'* f 

*' There will not be very many changes in the Custom House till the fall elec- 
tions," said a confidential friend of Mr. Lawrence, to me, a few days since. 
'* Those who do their duty then will assuredly not be forgotten." 

John W. Wheeler, an Insoector under Messrs. Hoyt and Swartwout was re- 
moved by Mr. Curtis. Mr. Van Ness reinstated him. His original recommenda- 
tion to Swartwout was signed by John Lovett and his colleague, as aldermen of the 
13th ward. They told the Collector to *' place him in a situation to render much 
service to the party" — and represented him as *' having been long known to us as 
ONE OF THE MOST EFFICIENT ELECTION EERERS IN OUR WARD, 
in support of Greneral Jackson and the State." 

If such appointments as this are not treason against society, what can be ? Is 
this the John W. Wheeler who voted in 1835 for Dr. Rockwell's motion at Tam- 

* There wm eTkfentlj the best poeaible uoderstuding eataUtehed between Mr. Swartwout and the Albany 
Regency as eariv as 1835, for in that year and 1836, Marcr, Wright. Croswell, J. Van Buren, Coming, iU., 
an libenl in their letters to him, recommending candidates for his Hospital. Seymour and many otbere 
thus cot places. On the 23d of March, 1836, Edwin Croswell (the Argus) recommends Barnum Whipple to 
his ''^most faromUe considention"— assures him that his (W.'s) " pecuniarr circumstances render it pecu- 
liarly desirable at this time" that he should be admitted into Swartwout's Poor House— and thus sums up 
his character—" Hie political qualijieatiotu are equally unquestionable ; being a unifonn Republican of the 

Mr. Attorney General Van Buren thus endorsee Whipple on the same sheet : 

"Samuel Swartwout. Esq.— Dear Sir— I fully concur in the foregoing [CroeweH's] recommendation of 
O^K. Whipple, and as be is a rery clever fellow, to boot, I hope you will be able to do what he aaks. 

Youn truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, March SSid, 1836." 

Of courae, S. S. could not resist " a very clever fellow," backed by a V. Buren and a Croewell. W. was 
duly installed as Inspector, at SIOQS a year— his duties being, employed I presume, on the political side of 
the department, for which his "polUieal qualifications" and "uniform" step in the ranks of fashion at 
Albany, had doubtlees prepared him. I believe he chews his oats quietly, for I never saw him any where 
conjugating the verb " to do," except in the nation's biennial blue book— head " Salaries." 

t " We have seen," continues the iVetes, " numbers of sound and respectable Democrats, with familiea 
dependant for bread on their places, actually turned abruptly out, without the slightest impeachment, or 
possible impeachment, of iheir faithful performance of their duties ; while great numbers have been retained 
or appointed, both of Whin and persons &iriy entitled to be termed the scum of our population, skimmed 

up from the pot-house, the brothel, the gambling Uhle and the fighting ring When has it 

ever before been known, under any other administration of the Custom House, that a ship master, receiving 
an Inspector on board, has actually, from the notoriety of the bad character of the latter, set one of his crew 
to wstch him, while he seat to the proper office to insist on having another officer to discharge his cargo f" 

Tbe scum of society, "skimmed up from the pot-house, the brothel, the gambling table, and the fighting 
ring"— the notorioua inspector and the " vagabond rowdies" remain in office under I^wrence. Very few 
of them have been movea ; yet Wetmore, Purdy, Tammanr, and the News are silent as the grave ! All 
they desired wa^ the removal of Van Ness, the control of the merchants, the fingering of the cash, and the 
command of " the organixed corps." Every Oongressman-elecl of the State and party— everycongressional 
district in Ohio. Nsw York, and Michigan, petiUooed Mr. Polk to remove VaaNees. Thle, reader, la 
Mganind Van BBrealam. 
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many Hall, dmoiineuig Wm« Leg^^tt and proaeribSng the New Yotk Erening 
Post?* 

Duly endorsed as " a wann enpponer," bv M. M. Qnackenboae, one of the 
Collector's bail, Mr. McCorkell eomes forward to be reoompenaed for his " sacri- 
fice of time and money." $1096 a year, and perquisites, are my price, quoth 
Mr. McCorkell. 

" To S. Swartwout, Esq. April 13, 1880. 

Sir — Haying alwavs been a Republican, and, haiing lealously adrocated the 
Election of Andrew Jackson to the Presidency — for the advancement of whuh I 
haye made much sacrifice of time and money — I feel myself entitled to present my 
claims before you, confident that you will do justice to me, (though but an humble 
individual,) who have worked in the same good cause in which you have acted so 
conspicuous and successful a part. 

I ask respectfully to be appointed ooe of the Inspectors of the Customs for thie 
port"— &c. CHARLES McDERMOT.'* 

John Morris, " an ardent and capable politician," applied for his share of the 
spoils to Collector Swartwout, in 1831, Immediately after the close of his (MoN 
ns*s) political exertions at the fall election of that year. He was recommended by 
the sii^natures of John Yates Cebra, Daniel Jackson, C. P. White, Cha's Henry 
Hall, Walter Bowne, and Jeromus Johnson. Alderman Cebra wrote his friend 
Swartwout as follows :—** New York, Nov. 31, 1831. — Mr. Morris has for sev- 
eral years been one of our most active and efficient Jackson republicans In the 
first ward— <ini %$ now ACTIVELY AND ZEALOUSLY engaged with v«." f 

* fbre are mors speclniena. 

To S. Swartwout, &c. 2S April, 1829.—" I have been ihroutfhout decidedly Jacksonian. 

ISAAC McGAW." 
" Mr. Isaac MeOaw, who wlabee the idace of Inepector, te, a« I uodertiaiid, an original friend of ours. • 

J. OAKLEY." 
" The IWfee dynasty has lonr enouah filled these officee with broken-down politlciana, ftc. 

GEO. W. WIL80N." 
Samuel Swartwout, Esq.— Dear Sir— Mr. Oeorxe 8. Messerre of the llth Ward is an applicant for the 
appointment of Inspector of Costoms. Mr. M. nu been a strong party man^ and is at present an ardeni 
supporter of tht pnaent general and ttate administrationa, and I hate no doubt his appointment would 
give general satisikction. WALTE31 BOWKS. 

New fork, April 30, 1835. 

Extract from the application of John I. Moore of Flatbush for office, dated April 30, 18229, [His petition 
was endorsed by Ab'm. M. Taleotine, S. M. Fitch, ^.]— " Tour petitioner has always acted with the re* 
publican party. And for the considerations aforesaid [that and his erand-father's patriotism) he doea 
eincerely hope and trust that he may now, IN SOME MEASURE BE REWARDED, with a small situation, 
by this just and enlightened administration." 

New York, 38 April, 1889. 

Tb the Collector of the Pbrt of New York.— Sir—The bearer, Mr. Benj. C. Burdett, WAS ZEALOUSLY 
ENGAGED IN OUR LATE CONTEST, and deatrvet the appointment he eolicita, which I understand to be 
that of an Inspector. I am, &c. C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

tT otheea me.l-New York, 2Sd May 18». 

" Sir— Harinr been durinf the late Presidential contest AN ACTIVE AND ZEALOUS FRIEND of Gen- 
eral Jackson, AND HAVING DONE MY UTMOGTT in hie support, I take the libertyof soliciting from you 
the appointment of an Inspector of the Customs for this city ARCH. McGORKELL." 

This ciril request is favorably endorsed on the back by Cami^ll P. and Robert White, James McBride, 
Ab'm. Bell, ft Co., Ogden, Ferguson, 9c Go., Ac. Comment is surely useless. 

t Francie B. Fitch was, 1ft 1826, a lottery-office keeper in Wall street, and had been a partner of Jona- 
than Rathbone. It se happened that his was the firsit name called on the Jury on tne first trial of 
Jacob Barker, Wm. P. Rathbone, Mark Spencer, Joseph G. Swift, George W. Brown, and their colleagues, 
for a conspiracT to defiraud the public, in the matter of " the Life and Fire." Fulton and Tradesmen'a 
Banks, kc. Mr. Maxwell objected to Fitch, that he was tnip/tealed, and had an Interest contrary to jua- 
tice, through his connection with Castle Garden, Antoine Malapar's Marble Bank, and the Life and Fir« 
Company, and that he was a non-resident. THen were appointed. Fitch sworn a juror, the jury did not 
agree, (although the next jury did)— and the next we hear of Fitch is in the BluelBook, as one of Major 
Swartwout's '^organized corps'' of Inspectors, with excellent " political qualifications," as Croswell would 
say. Jesse Hoyt and B. F. Butler contended, as counsel for the accused, that Fitch was the right sort of 
juror^but, as Collector and District Attorney, these worthy functionaries were prepared to degrade the 
Whole mercantile bodr In New York as unfit to sit as jurore in the couru of their country. 

As a specimen of the practice in the New York Custom Houae, let me refer to one 6f Mr. Boyt'e aecfet 
books, notina the reeults of a meethiff of the heado. and their informera and advlsen. 

1st wardt-Now in office.— W. F. Boyle— Henry Leireley. In the oppoeition. R. John Ererett— eonatr* 
▼atite— with tie now.— «th wart. Joe. Dreyfous, " conaerrative, noto with us"—*' a great mistake— 
Mood."^^h ward. John C. Neibohr, dark— R. C. Morrla-both doubtful-nerer at a meeting of the ward 
before the last. Robert & Newby. clerk, roled the democratic ticket John J. Barie. eoneerratlTe, but 
with fu now.-Oth ward.-Joeeph Gideon, do. do.— Wm. Gaimas, lukewarm. Isaac Blnxoma, donbtfiiL 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

An army of Demageguet. Bknr and tht Qlob&*'*-a ftress hought for km by Noahf 

^Uf career. Some facie about the Albany Argus^^^MeaMre. Butler and Van 
^e letters. Wm. Leggett. Van Buren extoU Jaekeon in '44*^*Am mreu tra- 
dueu him in '34. A Agency Tham. Hoyt and the Tunes. The Standards 
Eketion Times. 

I have already exhilHted enough of the maohinery by which Mr. Van Boxen 
QOTes his '^ orgaaiied eorpe," to enable the reader, to judge whether the follow* 
lag eonunentary, by the Charleston Mereury , is not one of the most approj^riate that 
eoold be made. In 1829, Mr. Van Buren reached Washington-^Mr. Blair became 
the ibvorite. His ^aper oarae into existence, as he said, at the command of one 
president, was oontmued by a second, and ordered out of existence by a third. 

(From the ChtrlMtcm Mercury.] 
" Tim t«Ddenc7 of the Olohe hu heeo to make the intemta of party urarp the place of Ita principte§— 
i a ver]F obriona KMult hai been to convert all the ofllces and ezpeoaiturM of the ' 



ft «er]F obriona laeult hae been to convert all the ofllces andezpeoafturae of the fovemment Into a graacl 
^^ J Xmmurr, out of which an army of demagofueff Is to be fed. Such an army eziate on both eidee 
ir«f( nmltitude irho create nearhr all the di^pmcettil tunnoil of our electione, and whoM sole Iniereet in i 



p«rty tfMiaunr, out of which an army of demagofuee Is to be fed. Such an army eziete on both eidee ; ^ 
ir«f( nmltitude who create nearhr all the dl^pmcettil turmoil of our electione, and whoM sole Iniereet in pol- 
Itlee le notoriously the hope of^ office : who demand proecription when they are out and denounce It when 



they a«a in ; who eorupfe not la the fkce of day to tmnelSir their rlolence and noiae from one party to ths 
other, and by their ehameleae pnteneions to princlplee brine every good cauee into contempt, and lead too 
many to conclude that all party conieete are only a disgulaea etruggie between dema^oguee for the galne of 
office. Who doee not eee that thia is becoming mora and mora the caee, and that our elections aro assum* 
ing the chaimcter of a strife of marcenariea for p^y ! We will not elop to argue that the Government of tbs 
country is thus corrupted and the public liberty endangered ; that is manifest. 

The aflhirs of the Ck>vemment will come to be distributed among men who have no frith or honor— whoea 
UA is a flaring and shamelees lie— who have already eold theroselvee for gain, and to whom the worvt pee- 
Qlation would scarcely be Ines of character. And in most cases, theee demagogues are unfit, fram ignorance 
for the duties of office. The education of a street politician is truly a notable preparation for the business of 
■a aecouniant. And this Incompetency has led and will continue to lead to the multiplication of offices 
Thus because the country ie first wronged by putting idle and ignorant men in office, it must be further 
burdened by an increased ezpense, as a remedy. Thus, to make ' party servicee ' the qualification for 
place, is to insure that we pay an enormous price for a very bad article." 

Is not the above, a true conunentary on the facts I hate condensed in the two 
last chapters — and if so, what ought to be done about it 1 

Mr. Van Buren affirms that such a state of things is the best we can haye. In 
his letter of condolence with Blair and Riyes, dated April 24th, 1845, he asserts 
that such an establishment ss their Globe had been, at the seat of the federal goT- 
emment, was of ^* vital importance " to the success of our cause, is incapable of 
exaggeration. It will be hereafler seen that he uttered similar sentimeiits many 
years before, as to the importance of having an Argus and a Croswell at the seat 
of the State government. For my part, J think that the hoist he gave to the Globe 
and its covetous managers has, thus far, been the best act of Mr. Polk's adminis- 
tration. 

Francis P. Blair of Kentucky was, like Amos Kendall, a strong supporter of Mr. 
Clay until 1835, when he joined Greneral Jackson. He was poor — owed the United 

lOth ward, Ed. J. Oroee, (application for office.) Meat. " Bslonts to the Methodist eociety."*-ldth waid, 
M. B- Ompbell— «»/ fAoroM^A— late a convert. 17ih Ward, P. P. Livingston, conservative— irdA tie 
Dow^George W. Matsell (no remarks.) 

Henry C. Auwood. Hoyt'e note—" very strong papers."— Levi D. SUmm. J. Lawrence Benedict— by 
11 M. C.'a 

When the attempt wm made to defraud the Tradesmen'e Bank, in 1826, a number of roockdirect^ra were 
toted fbr, one share each having been previously entered in thetr names. One of these was Job Furman. 
Whetbtf he acted en the appointment I know not, but after Eckford became a euret/ for 8wartwo«t, Job 
got 11006 as a pension, under the name of Inapector. Mr. Van Nan removed him a few month* since. 

Henry C- Attwood kept tavern at the corner of Allen and Houston streets. Had a talent for managing 
towdies, ofganlsinf mobe, &c., was a delegate to the Yan Buren 0>nvemion of 1843. at Sviacues, well olTae 
10 wnrldiy meant, and now keepe the Uvem known aa Hermitage HalL In the fall of 1643, the Tkaunany 
cliquf set him up aa their c«w)idato for high-sheriff of New York, and thereby insured the election of Mr. 
Jones, the Whig candidate. He la a native of Omnectlcut, and In May. 1637. applied to Swartwout for an 
inspector's birth, being " out of employ, with a dependent fomiiy." Bis character was then endorsed by 
Alderman Ue of the lOth, (Sornellue Murray, and M. M. Quackenboee-^lso by W. H. Ellis, Collector, 
New Haven. Mr. Tyler nominated him ae Surveyor of the Port, and he held that lucrative office for a few 
months, but the Senate reAised to confirm him, Mr. Folk declined to renominate him—Alderman Purdy 
•upplsnted hian— tod he had le foAe SlfiOO a year ae a Quager, another perwn having been displaced t« 
make way for him. Hie brother got an Inspectnnhip-and betwixt the S2696 from the public and their 
tavern the fomily of the Att woods continue to thrive. Mr. H. C. A. ie a very aarvlceable Inatromfat in 
the teade of aiieh man aa I haw daBeribed--HM>r will hie scruplea be at any time found to atand In the way 
afhieiaiwssi. 
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States Branch Bank at Lexington, paper on wbich was his name and the names 
of other persons, amounting to $30,744 — and when some $2000 had been paid 
on one of the notes, he was released for a fee of $ 37, and the payment of another 
man's obligation for $300. In 1830, therefore, he was insolvent. 

He came to Washington in 1831, without types or press— received Mr. Van 
Buren's missive to the leaders of the party at New York— was set up in Washing- 
ton, and his press paid for by Messrs. Noah, Swartwout, Hoyt, Bowne, Jackson, 
Hamilton, Gouvemeur, and Cornelius W. LaMrrence. Richly have they been re- 
paid for the outlay — Mr. Blair speedily rose from poverty to the possession of im- 
mense wedth — ^resided in a splendid mansion — gave dinners and suppers to presi- 
dents, foreiffn ambassadors, cabinets and congressmen in a style of oriental mag* 
mficence — mayed on Ids organ (the Globe) the party tunes his employers re> 
quired — and no other — ^where they enjoined silence he was mute — if they Mde him 
attack vice or virtue — ^the good or the bad — he was ready. No tiger could be 
more fierce — no wolf more blood-thirsty. He could take any part. But to 
his keepers he was tame — a word from them awed him into instant stillness. 
The Committees of Congress, of the Van Buren party, carved out immense jobs— 
$ 500,000 in the Documentary History alone— the work of Congress and the "Exec- 
utive, worth $ 40,000 a year was most times in his hands. In a luckless hour he 
was bidden to tell, or Amos Kendall told, thro* his columns, that Governor Hill^of 
New Hampshire was *'the mere tool of the administration" of Mr. Tyler — and 
then, if not before, were family secrets disclosed, and the unjust and enormous 
prices, and the vast and profitable contracts, of the Van Buren wire-worker at 
Washington, revealed to the world. Mr. Blair was soon able to bet heavil^r on 
elections, and it is said that he did so — able to endorse notes and make pecuniary 
advances to influential congressmen — aye, and to lend $ 10,000 to his patron, 
General Jackson. 

When Mr. Hoyt broke down — when the Manhattan Bank aflUr happened — as 
well as on other similar occasions, where his party suffered, Mr. Blair maintained a 
decent silence — ^but when Morris and Varian had caught a paper parcel at Piercers, 
which Hoyt, Lawrence, Allen, Edmonds, and Butler sat in judgment upon, one 
would have supposed the Globe a moral earthquake. Yet its owner's eye, like 
Croswell's, was ever on the spoils^-his avarice, like that which filled Pizarro when 
he broke faith with the Inca. Pickens in Congress called him ** a galvanized corpse." 

New York, Saturday, 18th February, 1832. 
•* To Jesse Hoyt — M. M. Noah — Samuel Gouverneur — Walter Bowne — William 

P. Hallett — Samuel Swartwout — Cornelius W. Lawrence-^ames A. Hamilton, 

and others. 

Grentlemen — When F. P. Blair, Esq. was in this city, you each subscribed a 
certain amount, for the purpose of furnishing him with a Printing Press. 

At the meeting of his friends on that occasion, the subscription was short of the 
amount required-^ut I well recollect the Pledge you made — which was — that the 
Press should be furnished and paid for — and that he might rest assured of its being 
forwarded as soon as it could he procured. 

The press has been sent to Mr. Blair, under the direction of some of the sub- 
scribers— ^nd $ 1370 paid on account of it — the balance due the maker is $ 663 
60 cents, for which he has commenced suit against me. 

As I did not either contract with, or have any thing to do with Mr. Hoe, the 
maker of the Press, except my exertions in collecting the subscriptions, and paying 
them over, I shall of course resist the payment of it. 

// appears to me that this matter ought not to be subjected to an investigation in a 
Court of Justice, Mr. Hoe should be paid for the Press— ^nd I think the gentlemen 
who pledged themselves to Mr. Blair, are, in honor bound, to pay immediate atten- 
tion to the subject. 

I therefore suggest that you meet for the purpose, at the Bank Coffee Housci on 
Tuesday evening at 7 o'clock. 

Yours very respectfully, DANIEL JACKSON. 

The History of the Albany Argus is longer than that of the Globe, but the aspect 
of the northern official differs only from that of the southern, in its adaptation to a 
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iliffeient purpose, the managanaU of only a single state. Mr. Jesse Buel was its 
tint proprietor, and he sola out to Moses I. Caatine, a brother-in^aw of Martin Van 
Buren, and Isaae Q. Leake his partner, who had been cashier of the old BuflUo Bart, 
and left it when the brokers were redeeming its notes at a shilling to the dollar. 

Bfr. Cantine was an attorney — ^Leake had been bred in a baak-«of printing they 
were profoundly ignorant — but party machinery placed them at onoe in the IncratiTe 
position of state printers* — ^the Regency were all of them ready to act as editors, 
eadi man writing on thai which moot interested him. Cantine was a state senator, 
and had voted for banks and insunnee eompanieB, whoktele. 

Senator Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. Jan'y 81, 188S. 

My Dear Sir — ^I am overwhelmed with the account of poor Cantine's death. I 
knew that nothing from me can be necessary to secure your aealoas attention to 
l^fo. Cantine's interest, if any thing can be done for her. I have written to Mr. 
Hoes to be at Albany ; you will find him a most useful man. I have also written 
to Mr. Buel, which letter I want you to see. Among you all you must do the best 
you can. If any thing can be done for S&s. C. I hope and .believe no rmiklumi 
wiU oppose it. MRThOES AND MYSELF ARE RESPONSIBLE TO MR. 
BUEL FOR $ 1500 of the last payment. If nothing better can be done, no per- 
son ought at lout to he appointed v>ho had riot previously mirchased the estabhshmmt — 
and under no circumstances ought any one to he appointea who is not a sound, practica- 
ble, and, ABOVE ALL, DISCREET republican. WITHOUT A PAPER THUS 
EDITED AT ALBANY WE MAY HANG OUR HARPS ON THE WIL- 
LOWS. With it, the PARTY can survive a thousand such convulsions as those 
which now agitate and prohably alarm most of those around you. Make my sincere 
thanks to Ku. Duer and Mr. Sutherland for their kind letters, and tell them I will 
write them soon. In haste, yours truly, M. VAN BUREN. 

Mr. B. F. Butler, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. " Albany, June 6, 1894. 

My Dear Sir — ^You have bv this time heard the consummation of the Gover- 
nor's folly by the issuing of nis proclamation You will see that the 

Argus business has been at last accomplished. I was obliged to beoome responsi- 
ble for the moderation of the New York paper, and to execute a Bond of Indem- 
nity, iie. I have written to Hamilton fox it. Do see that it is sent aoon. 

YouiB ever, B. F. B." 

Mr. Noah, in 1839, mentioned that he was nominated as State Printer by a 
Democratic Legislature, but that Mr. Van Buren, being opposed to him, " set 
Jesse Hoyt and other tools at work and defeated him, and brought up Croswell*' 
iiom Catskill, who was elected. Mr. William Leggett gives us a graphic sketch 
of Croswell and his confederates— very. Here it m — 

** They are a set of creeping, dissembling creatures, who have grown fat on the drio- 
pings of unclean bank legislation — a knot of cat-paced, sly faced, cringinc, artful, faU 
lows, who go about among the members of the legislatore, smilinjif, and oowin^, and 
shaking hands with all they meet, and disclosing their schemes m broken whispers, 
eked out with knowing shrop and nods — ^they are men who strive to turn all political 

aoestions into a lever to raise up and set in motion their own nasty, selfish projects, 
f this CABAXi we believe the state printer to be the soul and center." 

Leggett's course alarmed Van Buren, and he wrote to Butler and others to do 
their utmost to conciliate Jiim in a quiet way. 

« The ColMmbkm of iMaich 3d, 1621, •t«tM. that Mann. Hodbrd of Albanr oAred to do the puVlIc 
printing for one third lasa than the Legiaiature alterwarda agreed to pay Cantine and Leake, and Mr. John 
C. Spencer tnm for letting them have It ; but UlahMOer had preTloualy drilled the party, and STOOD of addl- 
tionalpiofit thua went Into the pockets of C. and L. 

In Fehraary. 1881, aaira the Northern Whig. " Haxtin Van Buiwi haTln£ procured hitfuetf to be made 
Bemator of the United Stateo by the legiatative CAVCva~-<for the majority were agaimt Atm>~then 
directed the following appolntmenU to be made, rix : J. I. Van Allen, the half brother of Martin. Surronie, 
and to be the aaalatant judge of the common pleaa ; Martin'a brother, Abraham Van Buraa, to be clerk ; a 
Mr. Wfloozon, who le the partner of Van Allen, who la the brother of Martin, to be District Attorney ; Co^ 
DelloB Hofeboom, who la the brother-in-law of Abraham, who la the brother of Martin, la an alBdavit com- 
mlaaiooer ; Bamet Hoea. who ia the brothe^ln•law of Martin, I>eputT Sheriff ibr Kinderhook ; and all theaa 
In the County of Columbia. Then near by In Albany, Moeea I. CkntlDe, the brother-in-law, alio, of Martin, 
la State printer ; and Benjamin F. Bntler. the partner-in-to» of aald Martin, la Diatrict Atunnsj. Truly, 
the KInff'a poor couaina an tolanbly well pcoridad fat.** 
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Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Hoyt. 
Dear Sir — Please to ask Afr. Leg^ett to send me his paper. Please also ask the 
editors oithe Evemng Post to send their paper here. It now ffoes to Albany. 

Yours truly, M. VAN BUREN- 

[Written on a sheet of gilt post, from Washington, Dec. 1836.] 



On the 12th of March, 1844, Mr. Vax^ Buren wrote to Gansevoort Melville 
([then electioneering for the office he has since eot, or for any other,) that '' DriTen 
from ill-fated Ireland, the family of General Jackson sought refuge in this now 

happy country The future hero and the statesman ' swore eternal 

enmity to eyery kind of tyranny over the mind of man.* How faithfully that noble 
TOW has been kept will be recorded in the pages of his country's history," &c. I 
have not room to copy Mr. Van Buren 's elegant and energetic letter — ^but as he knew 
General Jackson's character just as well in 1824, when he was endeayoring to put 
him down and Crawford up, how came he, Croswell, and Butler, (for I haye traced 
the ownership to them,) to talk tkro^ the Argus, in such a strain as the following ? 

<* The political notions of Mister Jackson cannot be mistaken. Under the artful 
disguise of elevating men most cooapicuoua for their probity » virtue, &c., he is bent 
upon the destruction of the republican party." — JSrgut. 

** They need only to be read and reflected on by republicans to be discovered to be 
altogether unreal and worse than visionary. They make a mockery of the lives and 
conduct of such men as Jeflerson and Madison. "--46. 

** The fact is clear that Mister Jackson has not a single feeling in common with the 
republican party. The reverse of that — be desires, and makes the merit of desiring, 
the total extinction of it.'' 



There is' hypocrisy somewhere in this. Who can explain itt 
On the 17th of February, 1834 the Argus, in the name ofita directors, proclaim- 
ed through the State—" Let that man, or that newspaper, which attempts to dis- 
turb the public confidence in the Banks, or in the merchants, be marked as an 
enemy and treated as such." And no doubt " It was the chain of safety fund 
banka^the distribution of stock — ^the appointment of directors and officers, and the 
Presses in each counter,* which gave doubtful counties to the Albany Regency, 
and when the reins which govern^ each bank and each county were gathered to- 
gether and placed in Mr. Van Buren 's hands, he drove the whole team without 
any danger trom division or upsetting.'* 

*E. W. Davlfl to Jeaw Hoyt. 

Time* Office, July. l^.-^r^I underatand thm are meetings at your office In regard to onr eetataUelh 
menL {f you t/unk, Str, thu i» an honorable proceeding jfou will peraiot in it. I have only to eak yoa, 
when making up your plant, to remember thall hare upwards of S6000 in ihe eeublithment ; 3000, caeh 
which I put In, and which was taken to nay for the press and typee we are ueing ; MOO, cash which I am 
responsible for, and between 5 and 600 which it owes me besides, having borrowed that amount of money 10 
carry on the establishment. The remainder was subscribed, I belleveTby yourself and several other gentle- 
men from SlOO to S860 each. I shall be happy to leave the eataMiahment, for I have known nothing but 
un/atmouand tnjuettcem Ugandan ungeneroue and pitiful meddling which I did not ouppooe genUe- 
men could be guuty of I entered the esubiishmeni from my regard to tne course of Andrew Jackson, and 
only ask not to have my little property torn from me. E. W. 0. 

-^ « •. ^ . . . , ^ N«^ YoaK, July M, 1836. 

To Oeorse D. Strong: and John L. Greham, Esgs., N. Y. 

Gentlemen— I hold your certidcaie for •250 advanced to the proprlelore of the New York Times. The 
eouree of that paper it eueh ae doee not meet my approbation, and I am therefore deeirous that your 
Trun sh'tuiil be brought to a close, to the end that I may be reimbursed for the advances I made. I cannot 
coiHsnt thit ray money should be used aj an Instrument to oppose the wiehee of the people or the intereele 
of the political party to which I belong 

Youre truly, *c., J. HOYT. 

A single advertisement, not so useful to the miblic as if it had taken another form, was prepared at the 
expaiHe of the City treasury, N Y., in aid of the New Ere and Evening Post, for which they received 
•14,030. II was not sent to them for the general good— one insertion in the Sun would circulate wider than 
three in both the nthers—bui V* uphold them. In like manner, in 1833, proposals were issued to nay off the 
debts of a stock- jobbing paper called the Standard. S Canibreleug. W. S. Coe, and W. Van Wyck were 
named aj trusteed to receive the ca»h and regulate ite expenditure, and the paper was to advocate the 
no.niiiailof.jj made at Tammany Hall. Mynderi \'aii Schaick pui down •KKO. Charles Henry Hall. •6000 
of the dj*bi it owed him— and no doubi the S'eiee is a machinu not very dissimilar to what the Standard was 
when Mr Butler was in the habit of going down to the office and puffing his own piety and DairioUam 
through its leading edltdrlals. *^ T ^ ^ i*- .. 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

*rhe Tress, James Gordon Benmtt. His secret corrcsporiffcnrc vith M^ss^x, Iln,t 
and Van Buren. His pecuniary dijftcaftus — afl'^fion for thr Umnvy — t. n v"''^' 
service to Van Buren— jealousy of Mumford — effort to gd $2500 — ang^ttsh, i^'-. 
Van Buren discards him — he gives Van Bvrtn's iharactir^ and turns his * hii^ i:nn^ 
on his oldfrtcnds. He says ditto to Leggett s aoount of the Regency, His amr.^e 
in the fall Etections of 1840. 

Mr. James Gordon Bennett ib said to be a man of education and intellifrenro — 
IB a native of Scotland — self-made — well acquainted with public affairs in tlie 
United States, and with the characters of our leading politicians. He for- 
merly conducted a newspaper in Philadelphia, ably assisted in the management of 
the N. Y. Courier and Enquirer, while owned by Webb and Noah, and is now 
the proprietor of a journal said to have a very wide circulation, entitled the 
New York Herald. Mr. Bennett has been represented as a liberal jour- 
^nalist, less attached to party than to truth— and he has been denounced as a 
mercenary hireling, ever ready to prostitute the power of his press to the purposes 
of fraud and deception, for private gain. Whether either of these, or what, is his 
true character, will perhaps be ascertained by a perusal of the following corres- 
pondence, written by himself, and his quondam friend, Mr. Van Buren. 

[Nt). 1.] Mr. Bennett to Mr. Hoyt, at N. York. 

Philadelphia, 7th June, 1B29. 
Dear Sia^When I first contemplated leaving New York a few days 1 promised 
D write you occasionally. Of course I consider the promise still good. 

I have been part of three days heie, and have mixed a good deal with the leading 
Jackson men. They recpived the account of the Union of the Enquirer and the 
Courier with ' uiter astonishment. ' So they told me in express lerms. 

They cannot conceive how the party in New York can repose confidence in Mr. 
Webb. Such is the sentiment here. 

I shall write you again from Washington. In the meantime, will you do »11 you 
tan about the paper! Spur up Butler for he wants it. 

I am, Dear Sur, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

{No. 9.] Mr. Bennett to Mr. Hoyt, at New York. 

Per mill. Washington, 11 June, 1829. 
DcAR Sir— T arrived here the day before yesterday. 1 called on Mr. Van Huren 
and Mr. Ingham. They are both in favor of the new D* moeratic paper or the old 
one renovated. The feeling against tlie coalition runs' about as strong I ere as in 
New York They knew it would be corrected by the public men in New York 

Major Moore of Kentucky is here. He brings accounts from the west that some 
movements are making of a curious nature between Judge McLean (late pOsimasier) 
and Mr. Clay. 

I have picked up a good deal of political information of various kinds which I 
shall tell you in New York. 
I am going to call on the President to-day. 

I am, Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

[No. 3.] P'm'k Phil. 17 Aug. Address-Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Att'y at Law, N. Y. 

PhUadelphia, 16 Aug. 1839. 
Bear Hoyt — ^Your letter amuses me. The only point of consequence is that 
conveying the refusal. ITiis is ihe best evidence of the deadly htstHity which you 
all have entertained towards me. It explains, too, the course of the Standard ard 
Post, in their aggressions upon me ever since 1 came i<» Phi ai!ci] I ia. Ihe i uiie 
fur such a feeling in the breasts of ibose I have o..ly served and aided at niy o\vn 
cost and my own sacrifice, puzzles me beyond example. I can account for it in no 
other way than the simple fact that I happen to haoe been bam in another country* 
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I must put up with it as well as I can. As to your dmibu and narmuet obaui rnif 
future coursey rest perfectly eaaj — I shtU never abandon mv varty or tnyfriendM* 
I'll go to the bottom sooner. The assaults of the Post and Standard I shall pat 
down like the grass that nowa. I shall cairr the war into Africa, and " curst be 
he who cries hold, enough." Neither Mr. Van Buren and the Argus nor any of 
their true friends will or can have any fellow feeling with the men — ^the stockjob- 
bers — who for the last two years ha^e been trying to destroy my chsracter and rep- 
utation. I know Mr. Van Buren better — and ImU stand up in his defence AS 
LONG AS HE FEELS FRIENDLY TO ME. I will endeaTOur to do the best 
I can to get along. I wiU go among my personal friends who sre unshackled as to 
politics or banks, and who will leaTc me free to act as a man of honor sad pnnei- 
ple. So my dear Hoyt, do not lose your sleep on my account. I am certain of 
TOUR frienduiip whateyer the oUkers may say or do. I fear nothing in the shape of 
man, devil, or newspaper — I can row mv own boat, and if the Post and Standard 
don't get out of mv way, they must sink me — that is all. If I adhere to the same 
principles and run hereafter as I hsTC done heretofore, and which I mean to do,t^ 
collect it is not so much that " I love my persecutors " ss that / regard my own 
honor and reputation. Your lighting up poor Webb like a fat taUow candle at one 
end, and holding him out as a beacon-light to frighten me, only makes me smile. 
Webb is a gentleman in piiyate life, a pMd hearted fellow, honorable in all his pri- 
Tate transactions as I have found him, but in politics and newspapers a perfect 
child — a boy. You will never find the Pennsylvanian goinff the career of the C. & 
E. That suspicion answers as a good excuse to those who have resolved before 
hand to do me all the injury they can, but it will answer for nottiing else. I am, 
Dear Hoyt, Yours truly, 

J. G. B« 

P. S. The $2(H> in epeae VUpa into my big Gun and give U. S. Bank and 
Stockjobbers a broadside, I wish you would let me know any other U. S. Bank 
movement in your city. This is the battle ground of Bank contest — here is the 
field of Waterloo. New York now is only the Pyrrenies. 

[No. 4.1 P'm'k Alb'y, July SO. Address, "Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor al 
Law, N. Y." Albany, SOth July, 1899. 

Dear Sir — Since I arrived here I have seen our friends in the Argus oflSoe and 
StaU departmental mean Major Flagg, Mr. Wright, and Blr. CiosweU. They are 
very friendly, but they say th^ have heard little of our local matters in New York, 
consequent on the sale of the Enquirer ^ with the ezoeption of a passing remark from 
Mr. Cfambrelenff as he passed through here a few weeks ago. They speak in the 
highest terms of Mr. Barnum, and assure me thst he is every way capable for the 
position in New York. I am sorely puzzled to know what to do. Although our 
friends here thihk it a very favorable opportunity to staxt a new paper, yet they 
think it a very haaardous experiment. They told me to day that if the party had the 
control of the pohtical course of the Courier and Enquirer, it would be mere eligible 
than a new pap^r. This they think could be done ^ placbg an editor there undxr 
the ausjnces of the General Committee — an Editor who would take care of the inter-' 
estis (^the party and his friends. They are afraid that |he political patronage is not 
sufficient for the support of a new paper, and they are of^ opinion that a journal 
which now enjoys all such patronage as the Courier and Enquirer ought to ^ve up 
its columns to a pp)iticail Editor appointed by the General Committee. I wish vou 
could get me out of these contradictory views and opinions. If you and Mr# 
OAKLEY, apd Mr, CODDINGTON, and a few other of our fiiendk could setiU 
what course I shall take precious to my rOum, I DO NOT CARE WHAT IT IS— 
I shall adopt itr-^ know it will be a proper course. Which is the best and cheapest 
mode of expressing the views of the party 1 A new or an old paper ? I shall be imf 
patient for action when I return, NoW is the time to sow the seed. This is the 
Sprinff of politics. The birds' are beginning to sing. I cannot resist those infiuencesi 
and if you set yourself to work, I know you can accomplish tlie matter to a T^ Do 
not call me a heretic, and a trigning fbllow, because I have spoken thus much of 
C. and E. If it be heresy, then undoubtedly must head quarters be in a bad way. 

On the evening before I left New York, I received a letter informing me that the 
Herald intended to publish on Saturday morning last this — ** The last raUying point 
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of tbe ftspvUmii Ftxiy htp beeaaiuMBdexBAiby ik9pvnik9»hjiitM Comet otihrn 
BemiMii m piqepMU of tb6feiillem«i who wm to h»Te pvbliahei tlio N. Y. SlaM 
EBquirer, &o. &a. &o." I went to tiio offioe of the Haiald and told tlMm it wao 
iuitni0» and forbid its publication. 9nowdea will toll you tbe whole atory« It ap* 
pears that Mumfoid went to tbe Herald and told them tbe story. Yon can see in 
this the finger of our friend BUTLER and Elisba Tibbets probably^ who want to 
make an muoh misehief as possible. I boge M Eing caucus will Temember tbem. 
I shall write nothing for tbe C. and £• during my %wiT*^htU y^u requested to do* 
Tell Mr. Oakley that my next letter I shall write to bim probably ftom tbe Springe* 
I am» Dear Sir, youis truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

P. S.— Htf yon have aay thing to say partaenlarly in tbe coarse of this week write 
to Bn^Mo to me. 

P. S. — ^Mr. Croewell thinks ibnt wider present oireomstanoes the Republican 
General Comnitlee oaa make their own tems with Webb and Tylee. Would not a 
private meeting of oor friends on the suhjeet be a good first step? 

J No. 6.} Poet m% Phil. 13 Jnne, [1833.] Address Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Coun- 
or at Law, New York. 

DcAR HoTT, — ^You wiH see by the papers whai we are about here. My object 
b to make the party come out fin* a National ConTention. 

It can be done by prudence, skill, and address. 

fo relation to what I talked to you in New York, I ba^e an earnest word to saT«. 

I really wisb that my ftiends there would try to aid me in the matter I formerly 
mentioned. 

Morrison I fear wiH do nothing. 

John Mumford has been aided to liie extent of $ 40,000. With a fourth of that 
sum I would hare done twice as much— soberly and with some decencytoo. 

I should be sorry to be compelled to believe that my friends in New York should 
bestow their friendship more effectually upon a d r e n fellow ^an me, who 
certainly has some pretensions to decency. 

I am sorry to speak harshly of any body, but really I think there, is something 
like ingratitude in tbe way I have been treated. 

I want no fbvor that I cannot repay. 

I want no aid that is not perfectly safe. 

I should like to hear from you. if there is any UkeHbood of my success. 

Yours, &c., J. GORDON BENNETT. 

[No. 60 Philadelphia, 37th July, 1833. 

Bear Hott,— I have written to Van Bnien to^y about the old affiur. t 
MUST haTO a loan of $ 2500 for a couple of years from some quarter. I can't 
get on without itr^and if tbe common friends of our canse-*-those I have been 
working for 8 years-— cannot do it, I must look for it somewhere else. My 
business here is doing very well — and tbe money would be jperfectly safe in two 
years. You see already the effect ijroduced in PennsylTama— we can have the 
State-'But if our friends wont lay aaide their hoartlessnoaSy why, we'll go to tbe 
Devil— that is all. 

There is no man who will go further with friends than I will— ^who will sacrifice 
more— who will work harder. You know it very well. 

I must be perfectly independent of the little sections in this city, who would 
hurry me into their small courses, at the risk of the main object. 

Kendall leaves Wsshington tomorrow on his tour of Bank Inspection. Let me 
hear from you. Youn, &c. 

JA'S GORDON BENNETT. 

[No. 7.1 (Post mark, Phil., Aug. 3.) Address-Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Attorney 
at Law, New Yoric. Philadklphu, 3rd Aug*t, 1833. 

Dkar Hott, — ^I am extremely sorry at the result of your efforts. The effect is 
inevitable ; I must break doum in the very midst of one of the most important con- 
tests which VAN BUREN'S CAUSE ever got into in this Slate. I do not see 
bow I ean avoid it. With every advantage in my favor — with every preparation 
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made-^-eTBry thing in the finest trim to oheek-mBte and earner all the opposition to 
Van Buren, and to force them to come out in his fayor — as I know they must do 
soon — ^I must ffive way to the counsels of those who have most hostile feelings to 
the cause— and on what ground t Because neither Mr. Van Buren nor his friends 
will move a finger in my aid. I must say Uus is heartless in the extreme. I do not 
wish to use any other lawiage than what will conyey mildly the engutsh^ the dts- 
appoiiUmeiU^ the despair fmay say which broods over me. If 1 had hSen a stranger 
to 'Mi. Van Buren and his fnends^if I had been unknowft^if I had been blest in 
being a blockhead — ^I might not haye got into my present posture — ^nor would I 
haye expected any aid from your quarter. BtU ftfter NEARLY TEN TEARS 
spent in New York, WORKING NIGHT AND DAY FOR THE CAUSE OF 
MR. VAN BUREN AND HIS FRIENDS, surrounded, too, as I haye been, 
with those who were continually talking against him, and ^isoning me to his 
prejudice, the treatment which I haye reoeiv^ from him and ms friends during this 
hst year, and up to Uus moment, is as superlatively heartless — and if I could use say 
oUier word more expressiye of my sentiments I would — as it is possible to conoeiye 
or imagine. By many of those whom I haye supported for years I haye been 
suspected, slandered, and reviled as if I had been in bitter hostility to Mr. Van 
Buren for years, instead of sujfporting him through every weather, and eyen sacri- 
ficing myself that I might retam the same feelinffs towards him — for I assure you I 
might haye continued my connection with the C. and E. last year, yery much to 
my advantage — ^retained my share in the priiking ofllce of that establishment, if I 
had not differed with Mr. Webb on the point^ that you know so well of. I sold 
out howeyer to *Hoskin — saved a small pittance from the wreck of the \ Globe— 
came here and invested it in the Pennsyivanian, which vs now entirely under my 
control, provided I oould find a friend anywhere between heaven and earth to help 
me along, and enable me to carry out MY FIXED PURPOSE IN FAVOR OF 
VAN BUREN' and his friends. But that friend God has not yet made, though 
several of the opposite character the other gentleman has put his brand upon, and 
fondly says " this is mine." 

7 except you, DEAR HOYT — I am sure you would help the cause if you could. 
I find no fault with you, although what fault you find with me about the deposits is 
nonsense, and only a clamour raised in Wall street by a few of the jealous block- 
heads hostile to me, who have not brains to see that in this city we can use the 
deposit question very efiiciently in the October election. I do not blame even the 
jealous blockheads or any others in New York — I blame only one, and that is the 
Vice President himself. He has treated me in this matter as if I had been a boy — 
a child— cold, heartless, careless and God knows what not. 

By a word to any of his friends in Albany he could do the friendship I veant as 
easily as rise and arink a glass of Saratoga water at the Springs. He chooses to 
sit still — to sacrifice those who have supported him in every weather — and even hardly 
to treat me as one gentleman would treat another. 

I scarcely know what course I shall pursue, or what I shall do. lam beset on all 
sides with importunities to cut him — to abandon him — What can I dot What shall 
I do ? I know not. You will excuse this letter — you can easily appreciate the 
situation of a man confident of success if properly supported — but nothing before 
him but the abandonment of his deliberate purposes or a shameful surrender of 
honor and purpose and principle and all. Yours txuly, 

J. G. BENNETT. 

I do not know whether it is worth the while to write to Van Buren or not — nor 
do I care if you were to send him this letter. 

[No. 8.] Pbiladelphia, 15 Aug't, 1833. 

Dear Hoyt, — I have not heard from you for a week. I hope that my old friends 
— if I ever had any — ^which I begin to doubt— will not forget what I have hereto- 
fore done or what I may do. Do let me hear from yon again for good and all at 
least. I am, Dear Sir, Yours, &c. 

JA'S G. BENNETT. 

• I think that to tb0 omu. f Such Hems to be the epellJDg. 
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[No. 9.] P'm'k, " Saratoffa Sp'«, Ang't 20." JVw— M. Van Buien. 
Aadreas— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Pfew York. 

Dear Sir — ^I return your Mr. B.'s letters. I have never doubted his personal 
friendship for me, I would always have been happy to do him good, but I cannot 
directly^ or indirectly afford pecuniary aid to his press, and more particularly so as 
I am situated at the present moment. If he cannot continue friendly to me on 
public grounds and with perfect independence, I can only regret it, but 1 desire no 
other support. Whatever course he may pursue, as long asitis an honest one, I 
shall wish him well. He does not understand the relations between the Editors 
he quarrels with and myself, or he would not complain of me for their acts. They 
are as independent of me in the management of their papers, as I wish him to be, 
and remain. I had intended to have said thus much to him, but the , 

your letter, <md the evident tendency of his paper, render it preferable that I should 
not. I did suppose that he would have found no difficulty in obtaining money in 
New York as others get it, if our friends in Philadelphia could not all-together 
make out to sustain one press. If you happen to meet him I wish you would 
make these explanations to him, BUT KEEP THIS. 

I am, in haste, your friend, M. VAN BUREN. 

Saratoga, August 19, 1833. 

On the 15th of August, 1833, Mr. Bennett wrote Mr. Hoyt, earnestly entreating 
Mr. Van Buren's ultimatum, which that gentleman gave in his letter of the 20th, 
from Saratoga Springs, showing that he had no confidence in him — ^but whether he 
feared his venality or his independence is not stated. That Hoyt doubted him he 
frankly admits. 

When Mr. Bennett found that he had nothing to hope from that quarter, he 
addressed a letter to Greneral Jackson (Sept. 10,) impeaching " Amos KendaQ 
and certain confederates^'* with reference to the pet bank scheme, to which the 
president replied. Mr. Bennett had received many confidential letters from Ken- 
dall—of these he published several. Mr. R. M. Whitney had also written him — 
concluding with ** Pray bum this letter after you have done with it." It went 
into his paper ! Mr. Cambrelenff made similar requests to his agent, Mr. Hoyt, 
but some of the letters that miffht have been in the fire appear in this biocnraphy. 

Mr. Bennett issued a series of letters, through the press, entitled '' The Kitchen 
Cabinet laid open" — said he had been for withdrawing the federal treasure £rom 
the United States Bank and ffiving it to other institutions-Hthowed that he had 
been very intimate with Kendall — ^viewed Kendall now as ** black and treach- 
erous" — ^and showed that a quarrel he had had with the Standard, his defence of 
the two Enquirers, and the coarse he took about the bank and its branches, had 
impressed on the minds of many persons in the Van Buren pet bank army, that he 
was on both sides. Kendall tells him as much. 

I have said that all this bitterness of opposition to his late coUeagues followed 
dose upon Van Buren's ultimatum not to lend him $8500. In December, 1833, 
the firm of Mifflin, Parry & Bennett was dissolved, and the latter removed from 
all control in the Pennsylvanian newspaper. 

Mr. Bennett's conduct and correspondence — ^the undue influence of his journal — 
and the causes which may induce such men as him to strain every efibrt to efl^t 
the election of one set of candidates, or to cover those very candidates with obloquy 
and slander, according as his private interest may be affected — are subjects for the 
statesman, the moralist, the christian, and, above all others, the friend of our free 
institutions to ponder over. If the wealthy can thus select and enlist at will, or 
discard as superfluous, journalists of talent and ^reat circulation, as they would a 
lawyer to speak for them in a court, for his fee, is not our elective system in dan- 
ger ? What shall be the remedy t 

Read Mr. B.'s correspondence, and you will perceive how little is known by 
common newspaper readers of the secret springs which move their favorite editors. 
He would ** stand up in Mr. Van Buren's defence as long as Mr, Van Buren felt 
friendly to A«n" — '* the $300 in specie he would put into his big gun [the Penn- 
sylvanian], and give U. S. Bank a broadside." 

Was this $300, then, a bribe f Let us look at it. 

If Mr. Bennett was poor, he was correct in receiviog peeoniaiy aid from Mr. 
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Hoyt, Blr. Yan Buren, Mr. Biddte or any one else who, knowiiy liis ooqim and 
avowed principles, choae to advaoce $900 in support of tliein. 1% do so, bxtnurht 
him under no personal or political obligation to the donor — it was no bribe. Sut 
to take money from Blr. Hoyt — ^to tell him he was his partisan, bound to sink or 
swim with van Buren, and then when Van Buien would not give him other 
$ 2500, to turn round upon and bespatter him and his regency with mud, does 
seem mercenary and unpnnoipled. 

Who that has read the following paragraphs in the Heiald would imagine they 
were written by the man who could soareely find terms strong enough to convey 
to Messrs. Hoyt and Van Buren, a right idea of** the anguish, the disappointment, 
the despair that brooded over him'' because he could not do more for *' Van 
Buren 's cause," in advocating which he acknowledges that he had spent nearly 
ten years in New York, E7 *' working night and &y for the cause of Mr. Yao 
Buren!" 

(From the New York Herald of May 3, 1837— by Jamaa Qordoa BeonatL) 
" The first ■ymptoma of the mania which hae produced the preaent rerolution. dereloped themselves in 
the spring of 1829, when Mr. Van Buren, a common country lawyer, who begun life by trundling cabbages 
to markst in Einderhook, perAimed with Cologne water, ana his yellow whiskers arranged a la Parit, pre> 
sented the famous Safely Fund scheme of banking in Albany. Abljah Mann, of Herkimer, took m tha 
scheme and pressed iu adoption in the Assembly, on the ground of opposition to the United Slates Bank, 
and in order to take the place of that institution, then prepariM to get a recharter from Congress. From 
that mmnent, the adTOcates of banks In ganeiml wan alrided Into two InaUla partias, Mting on political 

Kinciples, and guided by political rootires. The same spirit of hostility appeared soon In Coognm, XIm 
mocrats opposed aU hanking in Congress, but carried ft to alt lengths In the States. The conasquenea 
WM the protracted conflict between Geneiil Jackson and the United States Bank, which, singular enirach, 

ere a greater developement to wild, unregulated banking principles than If the United Stales Bank had 
Bn renewed ten times oror. In the midst of the conflict, the old notions of a hard money currency were 
called into action bv the goremment to sustain itself with the mob." 

" The whole public mind has been diseased, and Martin Van Buivd wd hit aAvoclous assnclilm, form 
one of the orlginsl causes of the terrible moral, political, and commercial desolation which spreads orer the 
country. Martin Van Buren and his associates flni introduced the union of politics and banking— pol* 
ttlcs and spscniation In this State. He was the flrat spsculator in town Iota at Oswego, and he la the aa- 
thor of the safety fund system, which first agitated the whole elenenta of banking throughovt tlie countir, 
and divided it into two hostile powers seeking for the supremacy. Nicholas Biddle was a banker— but lia 
Was, and is, a man of science. He is an aristocrat, but he is a moral one— an intelligent one— a philoaoph- 
tcal one. He Is sach an aristocrat as you will find In bsaveD— Msctln Van Bnrsn such a demiKnt as foa 
will dIscoTor coiled up In any burning comar In the other place— 

" High on a throne of royal stata, which fer. 
Outshines the wealth of Ormus, or of Ind— " 

hs ilu, Uka his archetype and taacbsr, tat aulphnr below." 

(From the New York HsrakI of October, 1841~4]|y Jamas Gofdon AMMMtt.) 
"The shamelass profligacy of the Albany Regency, and their coadjuton In fiaiid and cocraptlon, the 
Iripe-larera of Wall street, cannot much longer be concealed from the public eye. Let one tithe or their ras- 
cality be exposed, and not one man among them can wllhstand the indignation of an outraged community. 
The old Albany Regency was Justly censured for lu want of Integrity and disregard of the Interesu of the 
State; but there was talent, and manllneai, KO^snd good feith towards their associate8,.Jp3 in ihat fe- 
mous body, while the present cabal is utterly worthless and contemptible in every respect, t^y are desti- 
tute of every quality that commands consideration— mercenary, perfidious, and heartless, ther have cheated 
thair enemies and bstrarsd their friends. XIm slight hold which tbsy now have upon their mlowarn in tha 
Interior of the Sute will soon be dsstroysd, and they will then go Into obscurity with tha acom and dstssla- 
tion of all parties." 

Mr. Bennett, like Mr. Noah, is Mr. Yan Buren's own witness. For ten vean 
they were together, constantly corresponding, acting, writing, planning and schem- 
ing. At length there was a quarrel about doUanH-Blr. Bennett felt afironted be- 
cause Mr. Mumford had had $40,000, while he himself was refused $8500. 
How much, beside the $S00 had been put into his '* big gun," the public have 
not yet been told. His " experience," published in 1837 and '41, when read 
along with his begging letters, is really a curiosity. Hoyt kept his (B's) secrets, 
because he (B.) could hate told hi*. 

I remember that it was asserted, that Mr. Bennett, in Oct., 1840, put a heavy 
charge of Hoyt's dollars into his " big gun," before he could be preYSiled on to 
come out strong for Mr. Morris and the Hunkers, a^fsmst the Whigs. The Ar£us 
espied approvingly his violent, pithy articles, accusing Governor Seward and o&er 
leading Whip of highly criminal conduct as politicians. Perhaps Mr. B. will him- 
self exjplain how he stood with District Attorney Butler, Collector Hoyt, sod Pres- 
ident Van Buren, at that important period of their Lives. How &r the preceding 
letters warrant the inference that hs must have been hired, as he vras to puff the 
fbteagn daneing^wooian Elkler, I s«y not. TkoH toAo em will» of eonrse, believe, 
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that on the eve of the great election of 1840, James Gordon Bennett took sides with 
the '* Buperlatiyely heartless " ''archetype" of Satan, who had driven him in 
1833 to *' a shameful surrender of honor and purpose and principle and all " — out 
of pure sympathy, and without first securing an order from Hoyt or Beers for at 
least a double charge of his powder to '' the big gun." 

I have heard Mr. Bennett described by those who had excellent opportunities to 
judge of his character, as a mean, mercenary being, without one spark of kindly or 
generous feeling. I doubted. But what shall we say of the pliancy with which, 
in July, 1839, he was ready to adopt an^ course that Hoyt, Coddington & Co. 
might dictate? Are there those who hesitate in believing that Bennett, in 1845, is 
the instrument of southern-slaveholders, foreigners, natives, Butlers, Van Burens, 
Wall Street operators, or of whoever else can furnish ammunition for the big gun ? 
He abuses the Wall Street brokers and bankers, 'tis true — and so did Butler from 
Sandy Hill, and Van Buren from the chair of the great Washington. 

Like many other evils which afflict society, a press such as Bennett's is the effect 
of the unstaole character of our imparted laws, currency, and business system. 
We must seek a remedy, not in abusing this wretched instrument of all that is bad 
in our institutions, but in a return to the truly Christian principles of the 4th of 
July, 1776— for, if the check of the democratic millions is found to be imperfect, 
all experience proves that it would be madness to look for a haven of safety in a 
return to the rule of the one or the few.* 



CHAPTER XXni. 



Banking in the U, S. founded tmon the English system, Mr. Daniel S, Dickenson. 
The 1st and 2nd ffational hanks. Messrs. Butler, Van Buren, and Marafs 
course. They petition for a branch bank at Albany. Their request reused. Op- 
position organized. The Safety Fund bubble. Prospects of the oppositwn leaders — 
Their success, and the result. Letters — Butler^s secret sentiments — Lorenxo HoyVs 
— Cambreleng^s — Memorial for the Bank — Democrats like to be U. S. B. direct- 
ors. Ttbbets^s " very good plan of a Bank "—Root and Pitcher. A Veto. 
Cornelius W. Lawrence, a national bank man. Governor Wright instructs the 
N. Y. Legislature through Mr. Jesse Hoyt. A U. S. Judge urges Mr. Hoyt 
to influence a New York Ixnator through Judge Biker ! 

The course proposed by Messrs. Butler, Hoyt, Van Buren and their old associ- 
ates, in 1833, relative to the United States Bank, involved but one principle — ^had 
but one object — ^ the spoils.' The Globe and the Argus called their opponents 
' the bank party ' and ' the federal party ; ' but the leaders of the pet bank move- 
ment had been almost to a man opponents of Jackson and for the bank. Like the 
Saxons at Leipsic, Van Buren and his band had deserted their colors as the fortune 
of the day turned rapidly affainst them — and as for federalism, far more of its 
ancient champions are to be found in the camp of Wright, Van Buren and Polk, 
than among their opponents. I am for the principles of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and consequently not an implicit believer in the dogmas of whig federal- 
ist, or * regular democrat,' except in so far as, in soul and spirit, they go for that 
glorious landmark of human rights, duties and responsibilities. 

* That the President, in appointing CommUnlonera to enquire into and lay before Congreae and the peo- 
ple, an account of the enormous frauds and unmatched knavery of the N. Y. Custora House, rendered soci- 
ety a real serrice, fevr candid men will hesitate to admit. They troubled Bennett's friend Hoyt, greatly. 
On the 27th Dec. 1941, Hoyt wrote Secreury Forward a long letter, traducing the Commissioners, and it 
appeared in the N. Y. Herald a few days after, Bennett declaring that it had been procured " at great cost 
and with much trouble," and adding as follows : 

" On Monday, Mr. Jesse Hoyt, late Collector of Customs in this city, wrote a very curious and original 
letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, commenting on the recent Investigation, and showing up * Old 
Point* and his special counsellor, in a manner ' not so slow.' At great coat, and with much trouble, tee 
hate procured a copy of thejlrat letter to the Secretary, through an exercise of the same wonderful facul- 
ties }yy which we^pumped out the famous secrets of the Hard-cider and Coon-skin cabinet. The letter of 
iesn Hoyt m^r be considered the first gun in the third custom house campaign. He directs hie shot 
againet 'Old Point * and hie special eounedlor, Dwightf with some considerable effect— ^i ' whether 
KMkrigo kills Caasio, or Caasio kills Roderigo,' we hardly care a button. We trust both parties will get 
well licked jackets. Mr. Bwight, we believe, and the ' Daily Express ' clique, are the authore of the whol^ 
hubbub about the frauds in the Custom Houae, which led to the recent investigation. At JSrtt we believed 
in the sincerity and honesty of the investigation," ftc. 
13 
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England had made a bank somewhat similarly constituted with that last chartered 
by Congress, her national treasury or exchequer. The Congress of the Union fol- 
lowed her example, receiyinff , I belieye, a million or a miUion and a half of dollars 
in advance, as a premium tor the use of the public revenue, given to the Bank, 
with power to force U. S. Bank notes into general circulation in all payments on 
behalf of the government. In 1810 the Bank lost millions through xnismanagement, 
but did not stop. It demanded the specie from other Banks for their notes paid in 
for lands or customs' duties, and if they failed to redeem, refused their notes as 
money. In this way it operated in some degree as a check on the multiplication of 
what aie called state banks. Its stock chiefly paid in in U. S. securities, rose to 
$ 150, or more, for the $ 100 share ; and that was not far from its value when 
Andrew Jackson and M. Van Buren reached Washington, in March, 1820. 

In 1826, while Messrs. Adams and Clay were in power, and Messrs. Butler, 
Van Buren, and Marcy, in opposition, these three gentlemen, being then resident 
at Albany, were warm friends of the national bank, and on the 10th of July, ** on 
behalf of themselves and their feUow citizens of Albany," memorialized ** the direct- 
ors of the United States Bank " at Philadelphia, in these words :— ** The limited 
capital of our banks forbids the extension of our trade. Merchants of moderate 
fortune are discouraged from taking up their abode among us, from a knowledge 

that the banking capital of the place is inedequate the nature of 

the trade which would be prosecuted here, would in a great measure render the 
bills of a branch established at this place the circulating medium of the extennve 
regions whose produce would be brought to market. Insomuch, therefore, as the 
establishment of a branch here would not only be highly advantageous to this city, 
but a source of profit to the purent institution, we hope that the directors of the 
United States Bank will establish an office of discount and deposit at this place." 
The memorial was signed, in their own hand writing, by ** Benjamin F. Butler," 
" W. L. Marcy," and ** M. Van Buren," who considered a branch at Albany 
Quite constitutional, and were anxious that the bills of '* the monster," " the Biddle 
Bank," should become *' the circulating medium of extensive regions." 

Their request was refused. Then, but not till then, they wheeled round in itap- 
port of Jackson — planned the deception known as the '* safety fund," as a trap to 
catch ignorance, and the moment Mr. Van Buren found himself in Clinton^s saddle, 
as Governor of New York, he told the legislature, Jan. 7, 1829, that *' to dispense 
with Banks altogether is an idea which seems to have no advocate ; and to make 
ourselves wholly dependent on those established by federal authority deserves 
none. If these are correct views, the only alternative would seem to be, between 
a renewal of the charters of the sound part of the existing Banks, or to anticipate 
the winding up of these concerns BY THE INCORPORATION OF NEW 
INSTITUTIONS." 

A few weeks afterward he lefl for Washington ; and, knowing Jackson's opinion 
of the unconstitutional character of the great bank which had declined an aUiance 
with him in 1826, he began to undermine it — ^holding out to Lawrence, Cambreleng, 
Vanderpoel, »nd his other associates in New York state and through the Union, 
the spoils as their reward for assisting in its overthrow. The national treasiure 
would be divided among the confederate banks — their shares would rise as those of 
the U. S. sank — the politicians of his school could borrow the public funds through 
the Manhattan and other pets — Lawrence and others would get new charters at 
Albany, and their share of the plunder — ^the whole scheme mi^ht, and no doubt 
would break down — all experience in the Union had shown that such schemes 
must break down from sheer lack of honesty in those concerned, but even in failure, 
which must not take place till he was President— even in failure the party leaders 
might acquire vast profits. He was an old banker, thoroughly versed in chartered 
mysteries, had been bank director of the Hudson Bank, that paid 6 cents to the 
dollar, afterwards bank-attorney, attorney-general, a senator, voting for banks, a 
governor to recommend more of them, the agent of Jacob Barker, and the partner 
of the President of the Bank of Washington and Warren. 

Mr. Van Buren succeeded. The U. S. Bank was crushed. The revenue was 
bestowed on favorite state institutions where it would serve the purposes of per- 
sonal gain and political ambition — the administration bade the pet bankers ^ve out 
the national revenue for purposes of speculation. Then came the distribution bill. 
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Mr. Van Boren sat at the helm of State— saw 10,000 merchants and trading 
persons fail in business, and 900 banks shut their doors on those creditors who pre- 
sented their obligations. The Safety Fund followed. Mr. Jesse Hoyt deposited 
the public money in Beers the broker's Trust Co. Bank, when nobody else would 
trust it. Specie was held to mean bank checks. Ruin stared many an honest man 
in the face. Mr. Van Buren descended from the chair of state—the pet banks 
were set agoing again — the sub-treasury was rescinded— credit and confidence re- 
tamed, to Tanish as before — and the authors of all this mischief, Messrs. Van 
Boren and his friends, are again at the helm of affairs — Marcy in the cabinet, Polk 
in the seat of Jefferson, Butler district attorney, Wright goyernor of N. Y., 
Lawrence and Horn in the custom houses, Ritchie in place of Blair, Bancroft oyer 
the Nayy, Wetmore nayy agent! ! !, Edmonds on the bench, Morris, postmaster, 
and Van Buren at Kinderhook pulling the wires, " all things to all men" that he 
may gain some. 

We will now lift up the curtain, and exhibit to the reader a few choice samples of 
the secret opinions and proceedings, not of the enemies of chartered paper-money 
banking, but of the Hoyt, Butler, Lawrence, Polk and Van Buren army, strug- 
gling for the spoils, for the use of which their antagonists had already paid a mu- 
uon of dollars to the nation. 



[Pranked by Mr. Butler, p'm*k Wash'n., Feb 25.]— Address— Jesse Hoyt, Esq. 
New York. [Priyate.] Feb'y 24th, [1834.] 

My Dear Sir-— I thank you for all the news (bad enough most of it) in your seye- 
ral letters — and most heartily concur with you in all the censures and three-fourths 
of the abstract notions you utter in them. As for supposing that Newbold, Greorge 
Griswold, Stephen Whitney, or any of the old fedenU commercial men, were with 
us on this occasion, for any other reason than because they found it for their in- 
terest to go with us, I neyer for one single instant had such an unwarrantable idea. 
As for myself, I have NEVER dotited that THE PRESENT Bank* ought 
ITT'BY ALL MEANSsOI to be put down — but, on the other hand, I have never 
been perfectly satisfied that we comd get on with the business of the country without 

* In Banking, a» in many othar things, the custom of Britain has been followed by us. There, the few 
rich haire many rotes in the legielature, and are a separate House. In some places 200 Toters return 
two reprssentatires to the Oommone— sereral large and populous cities, with rast wealth, do no more. The 
Parliament, thus composed, regulates all matters of life ana property. So in banking, the large stockholders 
hare many rotes and mucli Influence— ihe owners of a few shares hare none— the rich unite their rotes, 
and manace for the whole. 

Here, where, in matters of life and property, in legislation and goremment, the poor man lias one rote 
and the rich man no more, and where equal rights and laws to all and over all, was the banner unfolded in 
1776, with the declaration of independence as its motto, there hare been national and state banks chartered on 
the English plan— he who could command many shares had many rotes— he who had but one share only 
one rote. Banks, like that of Niagara at Buffalo, were chartered by the rotes of Mr. M. Van Buren and othen, 
OQ this principle, and empowered to issue their notes as the currency of the Union when they had paid in 
12| cents on the dollar of their capital. Mr. Van Buren eren went so far as to rote that ther should not 
be obliffed to redeem their notes in specie I The Washington and Warren belonged to Jacob Barker, Mr. Van 
Buren's intimate friend. He had a charter— he was the bank— and this, too, in a republic like euro. In a 
fetter written in Nor. 1823, Mr. Van Buren calls Broome a " crazy county." Mr. Daniel S. Dickenson, a re- 
presenuiire of the two-and-a-half millions of citizens of New York, in the U. S. Senate, eot hold of 694 
eharee of the Broome County Bank— Mr. Cyrus Strong got other 1423- All the shares were but 4000— these 
two men had 9017— more than half— Cyrus took the office of bank president— Daniel that of bank attorney. 
A county regency was formed, to act in concert with the central junto at Albany— a press, to play Argus 
tunes— offices were giren only to the disciplined regulars — "Crazy" Broome was anctinred fast at last — 
bank influence and "the party usufes." with such conrentions as the N. Y. Erening Post has described, 
made Daniel a lieuL governor, and Uie Bank Attorney's next step was into the Senate of the Union ! In 1836, 
in the Syracuse Oonrention, to nominate Marcy and Van Buren, Dickenson and Fiagg introduced a set of 
very sycophantic and undeserred resolutions in praise of the letter. Their object was to deceire, and they 
Were successful 

A nalional bank, with ten millions capital, on the principle I hare stated, was chartered at Washington 
neariy 50 yeara since, with power to create separate banks under the name of branches. In 1811 the Senate 
refused to renew iu powera, by the casting roice of Vice President Clinton. The war followed— the other 
•V) to 100 banks stopt payment— confusion prarailed in the public finances— the republic borrowed depre- 
ciated, worthless notes of broken banks, and bound itself to pay the interest and redeem the loans in gold 
•nd «'1rer. At the peace of 1816, another natiorud bank was chartered by Congress, and Mr. Van Buren 
waso..^ of iu steadiest adrocates. Mr. Clay roted for it in 1816, and Colonel Young roied for him in 
1834. M^. W. H. Crawford was the ?rarmest advocate of the old bank in the Senate in 1811, and to the 
hoar of his death the steadiest supporter of the new bank, and 'Martin Van Buren was the chief supporter of 
this Mr. Crawford for the office of President of the United States, in the caucus at Washington, in 18^4— and, 
with Mr. Butler, the Argus, and all his adherenu, in rasolute opposition to Andrew Jackson, the consistent 
opponent of the 1st and 2d U. S. Banks, in which he agreed with Jefferaon. while Van Buren diflbred from 
Jum. Mr. Thomas Ritchie, now of the Washington Union, took sides with Van Buren— for the Bank and 
Crawford, and against Jackson. 
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SOME SUCH AGENT. But Mr. Taney thinks we can, and KFhe is the judge. 
Mr. Gallatin also once told me we could'-and J an desirous TO TRY IT ; because 
if we can get on without any of this machinery , I think it beat to dispenae with it, 
for it always has been, and always will be, abused, no matter who controls it, we 
or our enemies. 

Come what will, we must adhere to the Pres't oolicy FOR THE PRESENT, 
even if it sends us all into the minority. It would be better to ffo ten years into 
the minority than to recharter THE Bank, or make a new one NOW . 

Truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

Extract of a letter, B. F. Butler to Jesse Hoyt— dated Albany, Dec. 14, 1833. — 
'^ The President's Proclamation has electriiied our whole community. Next to 
the Declaration of Independence, it is the most p state paper our country's 
have produced." [The words left out axe torn off in the original.] 

Extract of a letter, Mr. Butler to Mr. Hojrt, dated Washington, June 29, 1834.— 
" Mr. Taney and myself were nominated this morning ; Mr. Stevenson is also yet 
under consideration. They axe very furious in their attacks on Stevenson, and it is 
by no means certain they may not call for information about MY SUPPORT OF 
THE PRESIDENT IN HIS PROTEST, &c., in which event Mr. Wright is 
authorized by me to speak strongly.^* 

Extract of a letter, Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse — dated Albany, Dec. 10, 
1832. — '' I think the [U. S.] Bank question will enter, more or less, into every 
other political one that is a^tated here this winter — and I think and hope that 
our friends will feel no disposition, to retrace, in any degree, their steps last winter. 
As a party in this State, I think we are fully committed to a course of unconmro- 
misini hostUity to THE PRESENT ^anJU-and if Old Hickory has suffered 
himself to be duped — which I thitik not vnkhely—hj Livingston and McLaae, he 
must take the consequences." 

Eight Letters^Hon. C. C. Qanbreleng to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., at New York, 
[No. 1.] Private, Washinoton, 6 Feb., 1832. 

Dear H. — ^I received to-day the memorial in favor of the Bank of the United 
States — ^it is signed by a host — said to be principally the finends of the Adminis- 
tration, but / have looked oner the list. Our mends Ediould be up and doing. 
This is forwarded to our delegation in a letter signed by Gideon Lee, Meigs D. 
Benjamin, Dudley Selden and William Neilson. It says the memorial originated 
with the supporters of the present administration. 

Sincerely yours, C. 0. CAMBRELENG. 

P. S. I presume it is signed by every merchant who keeps an account at 
the Bank. 

[No. 2.] Privale. Washington, Feb. 6, 1832.— Dear H.— Get the Workies 
to be up and doing on the U. S. B. question. They are democrats in principle. 
Very truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 3.] Washington, Jan. 10, 1833. — Dear Sir — ^You are surprised at the 
appointment of Mr. Alley as Bank Director instead of Mr. Jackson. I was neg^ 
ligent in not vniting to Mr. Jackson a second time. The day Mr. White left here 
he stated that Mr. McLane desired us to say who should be appointed, that he, 
Mr. White, had named Mr. Alley. I told him that I was committed to Mr. Jack- 
son and should recommend him — ^Mr. White then said that he would concur with 
me in supporting Mr. Jackson, and he wished me to write to Mr. McLane that he 
did so concur. I wrote him in behalf of Mr. White and myself, and also wrote 
him that I understood Mr. Verplanck to be also favorable to Mr. Jackson. After 
this I presumed the matter set^ed, and so wrote to Mr. Jackson. Some days 
after I learned to my surprise, from Mr. McLajie, that in consequence of Mr. 
White's having named Mr. Alley, whom he presumed would be satisfactory to the 
Delegation, he had gone too far to recede before he received my letter. I ought 
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to h^Ye wnlilen this to Mr* JacksoQy but omitSed to do so. Yoa will oblig^ me by 
ezplflioing it to him. Very truly yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 4.] ' Washington, 12th Feb., 1833. 

Dear H. — ^Mr. Hill's speech will go all over the Union — that notices Claj's 
attack upon Mr. (jsllatin in the best possible manner — ^it drives it home upon lum. 
His quarrel, too, with Greneral Smith yoa will have seen — ^that ought to be noticed 
conspicuously. He is one of our revolutionary Heroes, upwards of 80— one who 
gallantly defended what was then called Mud Fort on the Delaware, when attacked 
by a British squadron. 

With regard to the Bank it is not worth while to have any public meeting 
about— « remonstrance against it is enough — I don't think the debate will come 
up for a month— Afr. Tibbets sent me A VERY GOOD PLAN OF A BANK— 
which I have returned. Ask him to send me a copy of it 
Very sinoerdy yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 5.] Washington, 16th Feb., 1833. 

Dear H. — ^I return you the letter — Judge Clayton of Greorgia has a resolution 
prepared and will ofier it as soon as he can — it will cover the object in view — ^I 
shall see the President to-nifht— who has a confidential director on the spot. Tou , 
need not fear but what we shall take care of the Mammoth in some way or other— 
I think ON REFLECTION that it would be weU enough to let the plan Mr. Tibbets 
had in view alone for the present. Let them follow the iostonians and Portland peo- 
ple in asking Jor a new bank from the federal government — but on the plan they 
propose — ^this is on the whole better than to set up for oursehes, which might be 
made use of by the Pennsylvanians a^^ainst us, here and elBewhere— We can bring 
forward a State bank next year — mention this to Mr. Tibbets. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

I did not Ipiow before why that paper was so bitter against Van Buen. 

rNo. 6.] Washington, Uth Feb., 1832.— Dear H.— The knowing ones at 
Albany' merely wish to maaceuvre a little about the Grovemor to get a change. 
That IS as I suspect. I have written Wright, Edwards, and Flagg — Croewell, I 
wrote him also. We shall not get at THE Bank for 4 weeks-— at least I should 
think not. The more we discuss it the stronger we shall become. McDuffie's, 
alias Calhoun's Tariff is on one extreme— Clay 's on t' other. The €rentleman who 
wrote Mr. Mumford is not our friend — ^He is of the Sutherland school. 

Sino^ly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 7.] Washington, 14th March, 1832. 

Dear H. — ^You ought not to appoint any representative in Congress. We shall 
be in the midst of Tanff, Bank*, &c., and can't go take good, honest, and staunch 
men— send such men as Mr. I^h. 

Our friend S , whose letter you read when here, is in a great fidget because 

he did not see his memorial in favor of the Bank of the U. §. announced in the 
paper. I had that important event regularly announced ! 

Root wiU not trouble us much longer. Angel [or Anzel] hammered him without 
gloves — he had nobody to defend him but an anti-mason. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 8.] Private. Washington, 16th March, 1832. 

Dear H. — ^I never doubted the sincere attachment of the Editors of the Courier 
and Enquirer to the cause of Mr. Van Buren, the President, and our party gen- 
erally — ^but the course they pursue in relation to Greneral Root, is calculated to 
injure the cause of the administration. I care not for the quarrel with the Argus — 
or who may be our next Governor — that matter will be no doubt amicably adjusted — 
but I do care about putting forward a candidate who is as much opposed to this 
administration as Joel B. Sutherland— and his votes will prove it, as they have 
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done already. He and Pitcher Tote nniformlj with the oppoeitioii— and Root 
yesterday denounced Tamnumy HaU^ and went openly for the PewUr Mug* Another 
coarse is pursued which they will find in the end will be highly injurious to the 
President — ^that is, pressing the Bank bill upon him at this session with a moral 
certainty that if it reaches him the obligations of public duty will compel him to 
return it — as entirely premature— four years before the charter expires. The 
charter of the Bank of England expires next year and has not vet been renewed—- 
the charter of the East India Company was not renewed till one year before it 
expired — three-fourths of the President's friends are opposed to the Bank— and he 
can never, under such circumstances, do otherwise than to send the bill back — ^if 
he had no other motive the adjustment of the Tariff and the extinguishment of the 
public debt — ^both occurring before the charter expires — are alone sufficient. It is 
the enemies of the President, such as Branch, Wickliffe, Daniel, d^c. &c., united 
with the friends of the Bank, who are determined to send this bill to him, expect- 
ing to do him an injury, and kill the Bank too— ^AtcA its friends are certainly doing 
by pressing it now. Sincerely yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Hon. a W. Lawrence, M. C, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 
Franked, per mail. Washinoton, 86th Jan'y, 1834. 

My Dear Sir — I am much obliged to you for your letter of the dlst, and I 
AM APPREHENSrVTE OUR POLITICAL FRIENDS MAKE A MISTAKE 
IN GOING TOO FAR AGAINST A NATIONAL BANK, but I will have 

the pleasure of writing a few days hence. 

Respectfully, your assured iiiend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE. 

The same to the same. 

Washinotok, 3lBt Jan'y, 1834. 

Mt Dear Sir — ^I can scarcely suppose it possible that I could have written any 
letter to authorize the paper you have enclosed to me, and I feel deeply mortified 
that any one should have authorized a publication in a newspaper. May I beg 
the favor of you to request the person to whom it was directed to return it to me, 
or at least not to circulate it, and if any one should speak of the contents of my 
letters please mention that I had repeated to you, that my letters were only intended 
for those to whom they were directed. 

I cannot imagine who could have received the letter alluded to. I have no idea 
any compromise is thought of by either political partv. 

// is my individual opinion that A NATIONAL BANK with proper restrictions 
and eMect to State Taxes, ^-c, WOULD BE USEFUL TO THE GOVERN- 
MENT AND COUNTRY, and I know there are other individuals in Congress of 

that opinion, and that is almost as much as I do know. 

Respectfully, your friend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE. 



Senator Wright to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. 

Washington, 3d Jan'y, 1834. 
Mr Dear Sir — ^Tour letter and the enclosure came to me this day, and I have 
this evening sent both to Mr. Flagg, with such suggestions as occurred to me. 
Nothiog can be clearer, in my mind, than that the friends of the Administration in 
your City should not attempt to get up a popular meeting upon this subject. 7^ 
legislature is the proper organ to speak for the people upon this important subject, 
and there is not a doubt that they should act without one moment's delay. It is too 
late to fear any effect from the allegation that our State leads. The subject is now 
before the Virginia legislature, and I think it quite likely they will recommend a 
restoration of the depositB. The legislature of Ohio have acted, and go strong 
against the Bank—in favor of the removal of the deposits— and against the land bilL 
I say they have acted. The mail to-day has brought a copy of their resolutions, 
which had passed the Senate, and which Mr. Morris, the Jackson Senator from 
that State, says will pass the House 3 to 1. Every legislature in the Union will 
act upon this subject, and ours will not be behind. 
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if the friends of the Bank in your City attempt to get up a popular meetiog , the 
subject will be one which the friends of the Administration on the ground wifi best 
know how to dispose of— but in any other way I do not think the mass of your 
somewhai excited ffopulation should be called to act. 

The state of feeling here is very violent, and popular meetings either way can 
have little effect. Still I should dislike to see a meeting in New York seeming to 
embody an undivided expression, given to our opponents— /or the political ^ect in 
the country would be bad. 

I have no time to vmte farther — ^but shall be happy to hear from you often and 
freely. 

I think the legislature should — ^in the shortest possible language— 

Ist. Express an opinion against the re-charter of the Bank in any form. 

2nd. Approve of the communication read to the Cabinet on the 18th Sept last. 

3rd. Approve of the change of the deposits. 

4th. Approve of the reasons ffiven by the Secretary for that change, both on the 
ground of Uie near expiration of the Charter, and on the ground that the Bank has 
abused its chartered powers and privileges, and has become a political institution. 

These points will cover the whole case in a form and manner most applicable to 
the state of things here. Most truly yours, 

SILAS WRIGHT, JR. 

This IS the way things are done. Is it the right way ? 

Mr. Van Buren, U. S. Senator, Washington, wishes his friends in Albany to 
enable him to vote for the tariff of 1828, and yet retain the good will of his south- 
em anti-tariff brethren in the Senate, who have a great reverence for <* instructions." 

He is instrueted. 

Mr. Silas Wright, holding the same office in 1834, preferring pet banks to a 
national treasury, instructs the State legislature what to ask for, how to ask it, and 
when to grind anti-bank music out of ** the proper organ" — and 

In 1824, Judge Skinner of the Albany Regency, a name given to the leaders 
who acted with Van Buren, thought it quite consistent with the duties of his 
station, as Judge of the United States District Court, to write Mr. Jesse Hoyt at 
New York, directing him to call upon Recorder Riker, a Judge under the State 
authorities, and get him to aid Van Buren and the party by using his influence 
with Senator Burrows, to induce Burrows to turn the scale in the Senate Chamber 
at Albany, so as to prevent the passage of a law giving the choice of electors of 
president and vice-president to the people. The legislature in those days chose 
the electors, and Mr. Van Buren feared that the people might choose Jackson 
electors, and thus defeat Crawford. He managed the Senate so as to defeat Gov- 
ernor and Assembly, who were for the bill. 

[Poet mark, Albany.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York. 

Albany, 11 January, 1824. 
Bear Sir — Mr. Latham A. Burrows of the Senate, I understand, read law with 
Mr. Riker, the Recorder, (at any rate he is attach^ to Mr. Riker) , Burrows is 
considered doubtful on the question of changing the law for the appointment of 
electors. Now Sir, if Mr. Kiker is in sentiment with us, his letter to Mr. Burrows 
en that subject will have great influencej and you may be assured that every vote is 
important to prevent the change contemplated. Coidially, R. SKINNER. 

Mr. Roger Skinner opened his law-store at Sandy Hill, and when Mr. Butler 
broke down in credit and character, as Jacob Barker's man of all work there. Skin- 
ner removed to Albany to be a judge, and turned over his papers and office to his 
friend Butler. In 1821, this grasping partisan was at the same time U. S. District 
Judge, a Senator of N.^Y. state, a Member of the Council of Appointment, and also 
of the Court of Errors. Mr. Van Buren took pay at the same time, and acted as 
State Senator, a judge in the Court of Errors, a Lawyer nleadin^ before that court, 
Attorney General of N.Y., and a practisinff attorney, ready, ss his son politely puts 
it, to do '* any body's dirty work." Did I not keep before me the choice of Judas 
Iscariot as one of the twelve apostles, I should scarcely fomve the freemen of 
America for placing Martin Van Buren among our eleven presidents. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

«* Get up the Wbrittej." ** A very good plan of a Bank.'' C. C. Cambrdeng m- 
cloaked. His course last W4tr. lu sets up for Congress^ and wears two faces at 
Washington. The Veto and Devosite System, Mr, Duane. The Spede Gauae, 
A National Bank. George M. DaUas. Silas Wright. 

The Presbyterian Church, of which Mr. Butler is each a ptoninent member, 
holds to the doctrine, that at the day of judgment, [which Mr. Miller, whom Col. 
Young speaks highly of, believes to be near at hand,] the sins of the righteous will 
be all proclaimed to the assembled world, and that the saints will Tie with each 
other in anxiety to confess their most secret and shameful rices and crimes, in order 
that Christ may obtain the greater glory through their pardon for his sake. Though 
less disposed than Mr. B. to mix up politics and religion, I would mention that I 
but anticipate a little his own wishes, according to his own creed, by stating with 
great candor here what he has said and done elsewhere. Many biographies axe 
mere pufis and panegyrics, like that which he urged Mr. Hoyt to coax *' the Young 
Patroon" out of, in order to gull the Albany Dutch, and make more plunder to h» 
relative, Barker, out of the Washington and Warren. I am ambitious to be im- 
partial. 

Mr. Butler is known as the reputed author of some of the most violent of Jackson's 
State papers against the bank — ^as lus most steadfast counsellor, (except Kendall), 
in its aestruotion. Compare this with his conduct in 1834 — ^his petition of '26 — and 
his letter of '34, in my last chapter. How the £x-Cashier of Jacob Barker sneers 
at the experience of Taney and Grallatin ! '* Uncompromising hostility to lAc present 
bank," exclaims Lorenzo Hoyt. *' Gret the Workies to be up and doing,"* sayv 
Cambrelenff to Jesse. What are they to do when they axe up! Put down one anti- 
republican bank, and branches — ^get plunder for our party — and raise other banks 
of a still more dangerous character, on its ruins ! 

** Mr. Tibbets," says Cambreleng to Hoyt, Feb. 1838, ** sent me a very good 
plan of a bank." What was it? L(K>k in the New York papers of that date — they 
record Mr. Tibbets's *< very ffood plan," that pleased Mr. Cambreleng, the pre- 
tender to the principles of Ja(£son. 

Mr. Tibbets's plan, which {suited Cambreleng, was for a bank to be located in 
New York, as ** The National Union Bank," with a capital of 35 Bullions, whieh 
would begin business the moment the charter of the Philadelphia bank over which 
Mr. Biddle presided, had expired. It was to have branches in each state of the 
Union, with the consent of its legislature, was not to circulate more than 36 millions 
of its paper at once, and to have the depositee, be the pet, keep the public treasoie, 
allow three per cent on government deposits, (charging, of course, 6 or 7 for loans,^ 
and its notes were to be used in payments to the if. S., Uie army, navy, &c. ** A 
very good plan of a bank " this, quoth the commercial representative of New York, 
in his secret missive to his brother speculator. Yet he publicly denounced what he 
secretly desired — and wrote Hoyt soon after '* that it would be well enough to let 

* " Gel the Worklea to be up and doing. "What were they to do, Mr. Cambreleng— what was tout object » 
TV) place one million of the public IrMsure in the Oommonwealth Bank, Boeton— twelve millions more in 
the Manhatun, Mechanics, and Bank of America, N. Y.— two and a half millions in the Girard Bank, 
Philadelphia, (little good it did it)>-^2,649,696 in the Planter's Bank. Nalchos-« 1,662. 744 in a couple of 

Eiu at Detroit— and raise Coming's. Olcott's, Bronson's, Croswell's, Vanderpoors, Dudley's, Marcy's, But- 
r's, Diz's, and Porter's stocks in the Safety Fund Banks created in 1831 and '38. The new stock awarded 
to these ten men in these years was, at par, worth orer saoOiOOO. and at 16 per cent, (the average gain as 

Gr Marcy). they gained $30,000 from this speculation alone ! The way they got the stock Is shewn by a 
ter, Dr. mazweU to Zeno Allen, the P. M. at Sackett's Hart»ur, N. Y., dated, 

ALBAirr, January 7, 1832. 
Dear Judge— Yours just received. There are more applications for Banks this year than ever before. You 
must make out a complete list of directors, officers, ftc. and if obtained you must know now. It must be a 
Jackson Bank ; and the Bank Junto in this place, must be allowed a finger in the pie. Yours tn^y. 

In 1833 and 1834, a part of the same men got other •200,000 worth, and cleared the same profits. It'is a 
Act that the deposito in Olcott's Bank, Albany, mised its stock 60 per cent, above par. The Workies, then, 
were wanted by C. C a to play second fiddle to a band of crafty specalators— and when man/ of the 
new made banks were " sucked" by the few, they would be shut up till they had " sucked in" the many. 
Let D. D. D. be a Bank director, with SdOOO stock in such a Bank as " the City" in Bufl^alo. He borrows 
•60,000 for four months— his colleagues borrow in same way— the bank breaks as they meant it should— 
each loses his stock, 'tis true, •eoOO, but he buys the notes of the bank at 15 to 60 cents per dollar, pays his 
•60,000 debt with #12,000 to •26,000, and makes •20,000 to •90,000 by the operation I 
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the plan Mr. Tibbets had in view alone /or the present " — ^let Boston and Portland 
ask Congress for a bank, said he — New York can appear to follow, '^ but on the 
plan they (Tibbets & Co ?) propose." If the citiasens of this state do not arise in 
manly indignation and pat down the faetion I now describe in their own language, 
their criminal apathy will surely prove fatal to their children's happiness. 

One great object with me, in this publication, is to prevent some of the artful, 
heartless and intriguing speculators who usually find their way into our great 
conventions for improving the conatituiions of states, from being chosen to sit in that 
which may assemble next sununer in Albany. I therefore mention certain fects 
many months ahead, not to entrap but to leave room for the fullest inquiry.* If I 
fail in preventing such men as the Van Burens, Cambreleng, Butler, &c., from 
being chosen by some constituency, I wuih in some degree to weaken their evil 
influence by a reference to the deceptions they have practiced. Mr. Butler's state- 
ments as to the ability of the Washington and Warren Bank to redeem its notes 
were clearly a fraud. It was obtaining from the honest farmers and mechanics the 
fruits of their lawful industry for dishonest bank paper, under false pretences. Suc- 
cess in such schemes has induced him to persevere as a poUtician. My wish is to 
change the system that impeb forward such men as him into a dangerous path, 
and to turn their industry, energies and abilities into a nobler channel. I regret 
that I must speak plainly some very disagreeable truths — but it is my duty. 

Churchill C. Cambreleng is a native of the Carolinas, has a brother a lawyer in 
N. Y., and had another who was a lieutenant in the navy. I am told that, in 1813, 
when warned to do militia duties, he raised a plea of bodily infirmities. That he 
oared nothing for the country, its honor or rights, is shown by his course. 

In 1813, Mr. C. was not found in the ranks of his gallant countijmen, but 
abroad seeking gain. That year he sailed for Europe as supercargo of the ship 
Hannibal, which was owned by his friend John Jacob Astor, and obtained a 
special English passport, to take out Greneral Moreau to fight for '* the holy allies " 

4 Are credit, and paper money useful f It it right to take enoay the paper money without taking away 
the deble and obligationa contracted in itt If a epecie currency ur eeaential to the public welfare, 
koto ehatl dehtt and obligationa contracted in the paper of a thoueand banke be equtlably adjueted 
to a epecie etandard 7 U the unrestrained um of paper a> money a grand source of existing eviU-nuid if 
•o, what is the remedy ? If a paper currency is necessarr. ought not the national promises to pay hare a 
preference over those of 1000 pnTileged companies f Ir interest is to be iiaid on promises, wnv not pay 
It to the nation } If banks are necessary to issue pa|)er, and as a special fiscal auxiliary, (whicn I do not 



tielieve,) would not one bank, on a democratic basis, be infiniteir prefereUe to a multitude of institu* 
tfons, flooding the country with their unsuble promissory notes, and then uniting in a general bankruptcy 
•nd bu/ing up. by broken, their own obligations— each dollar at 10 to 60 cento in specie 1 

The iremera of the United Sutes Constitution, may be charged with the terrible evil of slavery, but are 
not to blame for the misery which an unsettled paper currency has entailed upon the Union. So far from 
dreaming that " the general welfare" would require a bank wheel, or that Oongrsss wouid be compelled id 
aeU a part of the sovereign power over the currency to a private association of stock- jobbera, capitalists, 
&c., and then sive them the public purse as a stock to trade upon, they absolutoly forbade Congress ever to 
create a moniea corporation, and prohibUed the Slates from coining money or issuing bills of crsdit. 

Hie Co.istiiution, lu)wever, has been set at nought— Congress ms twice sold to corporations it had no 

E>wer to create, the authority to issue iu paper as the money of the State— and the several Slates, though 
rWdden to maddle with the currency, continue to sell to chartered associations the privilege to issue their 
]paper as clrcnlatinff money, a thing that even the States themselves cannot lawfully do. 

The resulto of this disre^rd for the supreme law of the Uni<Hi are expansions, revulsions, depressions, 
suspensions— miMry and distress to millions, periodically, where God, nature, and the constituiion have 
bountifully provided for peace and plenty to alL 

I am not writing an esjiy on Currency— but it is evident that the paper of a thousand irresponsible ssso- 
ciations— the selection, by politiciiins in power, of some thirty or forty banks, in which to deposits, in the 
absence of a treasury, the public revenue— lo be by them lent to partisans for land and stock operations or 
peraooal and political gain— and the unnatural hiroing of commerce and inland trade, built on this frail 
abric— thess ceruinly are not a finality. We have not yet sot to the cul de sac 

I want to show what feeble men, like Governor Marcy, and cunning men like Messrs. Cambreleng, Law- 
reoca, Van Burso, Butler, Wright, Flagg and Croswell have done— tl»t 
*' Even here already patriots learn to steal 
Their private penuiisites from public weal, 
And, guardians of the country's sacrsd fire. 
Like Afric's priests, they let the flame for hhre." 
It signifies hut little that we give the people a larger share than France and England in the theo^ of our 
representation, while the real power is in the hands of an Ignoble, stock- jobbing oligarchy, who. by their 
ability to make ihair paper shekels more or lejs numerous, or to unite to reileem or n'li redeem them— to 
hire editora. attornies, aye, even congressman and state legislalore, to puff their deceitful system, can. for a 
time, make muuCictures and real estate dear or chsipat will, lower or raise the value of labor, nMke 
•It-Kulation as exteosive as life, and transform a Jeflbrsonian democracy into a nation of gamesters, and 
our land into one vreat gaming house, where all are forced to play, while butjkw can understand the 

fame, and still fewer an in a condition to aoaU themselves of their knowledge. The Freiichinan, in 
TM. was compellad to receive the assignat at pai^the American has a wretched Imitation of a aataj 
Talv^latksWaUatnathrokar's baok-ooto prics^onaat, ▼iriabto m the wiad or woosa'a lancj. 

14 
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mgainst freedom everywhere. Under his management, the Hannibal changed her 
colors^ and he continued abroad trading in her until about the close of the war. On 
Monday the 7th of Nov. 1814, the patriotic C. C. C, arrived at New York, in the 
Hannibal, under Prussian colors, 50 days from Bremen, with a full cargo of iron 
and German goods, consigned to him. Mr. Wm. B. Astor was his fellow passen^ 
gcr. Mr. Cambreleng turned commercial commission broker in New York---added 
politics to his avocations, by way of variety, in 1820 — stood out for slavery in 
Missouri, and the ''peculiar institutions'* — and in 1821, being without family or 
incumbrance, oflfered his services to represent New York in Congress, declaringf 
through the National Advocate, April, 1821 — ''I am opposed to slavery, or an 
extension of slavery, in whatever shape it may appear." Was this true ? His 
votes in the teeth of his principles are the surest answer. 

We have seen that, while openly advocating the destruction of the United States 
Bank, and denouncing all nationid banks as evils, he was secretly planning the 
establishment of one, on a gigantic scale — that while, with consuimnate hypocrisy^ 
he was denouncing '' exclusive privileges," he was openly strengthening that sys^ 
tern through the deposite or pet banks, and anticipating the vast gains on shares and 
management and jobbing to be got out of the new *' mammoth " whose *' exclusive 
privileges " he and his confederates would have for sale. The United States Bank 
had 25 branches, or banks, associated with it — it desired to establish another, and 
hesitated between Rochester, Oswego, and Buffalo. Mr. Cambreleng was employed 
to look at the locations — and he did so, and reported, for a fee of $ 1000. 

Let the honest farmers of Long Island, and the liberal merchants of New York, 
compare his jmbhc language with his secret instructions to his needy and corrupt 
instrument, Mr. Hoyt. 

On the 23d of Oct. 1832, Mr. Cambreleng thus wrote to M. M. Quackenboss and 
others : 

'* The veto of the President on the bill to renew the charter of the Bank of the 
U. S., will be long and gratefully remembered by aU who feel the necessity of 
adhering to constitutional principles — ^who deny the wisdom and justice of exclusive 
privileges — and who believe it unsafe to arm government with dangerous and un- 
necessary power." 

Mr. Cambreleng^s secret letters to Hoyt, in fkvor of a national bank, with excht^ 
sive privileges, are dated on the 12th and 14th of February, 1834. Just one month 
before that, in a reply to Mr. McDuffie, which fills six columns of Dwight & 
Townsend's Advertiser, he talks as follows on toother side-— 

** No effectual reform of the banking and currency of this country can take place 
till we abolish our national bank note circulation. That, sir, is the first step. The 
next will be the restoration of our gold currency." 

This helped Van Buren to hoodwink Jackson, who was really sincere in his 
desires for a specie currency. His courtiers were the very basest of hypocrites, the 
most consummate of knaves. In Sept. 1837, Mr. Polk placed Cambreleng at the head 
of the chief committee of Congress on Finance. When the bubble burst Vait 
Buren had the reins, and Jacl^on wrote from the Hermitage, July 9,- 1837 — 

" The history of the world never has recorded auch haae treachery and perfidy u has been committed by 
the deposite banks against the Government, and purely with the view of gratifying Biddle and the Bnringa, 
and by the siMpenaion of specie payments, degrade, embamtM, and ruin, if they ctmld, their oten country, 
fiir the wlfish views of making large profits by throwing out millions of depreciated paper upon the people-^ 
selling thuir specie at large premiums, and buying up their own paper at discounts of from SSiS to 50 per cent, 
and now looking forward to be Indulged in these speculations fer years to come, before they resume specie' 
payments. "♦ 

This was the very course that Butler, Barker, and the party had pursued , 
meant to pursue, and now steadily follow. The wonder is that the professions of their" 
leader deceived so many of us. Jackson's wish to restrain the vicious, fraudulent 
bankers wa& noble — but why did he remove Mr. Duane, his true and tried friend, 
when the latter advised a thorough enquiry by a committee of Congress into the 
whole banking system, in 1834, with a view to a permanent system of finance, apart 
from all banks t When, in 1837, the banks had got the plunder, when their vault» 
had been emptied by speculators, and no treasure remained, Mr. Van Buren pre- 

* Mr. Polk and bis trading cabinet have selected a corrupt stock-jobber, the president of one of the very 
worst of these fraudulent institutions, thus Justly condemned by Andrew Jackson, as Collector of Customs 
at New York, and his (the collector's) bank and others of the ' treacherous and perfidious' depositories of 
I83&-7, are actually re-choMn "^ PI i Polk, ia 1644-6, to play ovn again, of coum, the same dishooestf 
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tended great anxiety for iron treasuries to hold the specie — ^but here Again all was 
hollow. Mr. Hoyt's money, under Mr. Van Buren's direct superintendence, was left 
at the banks kept by Joseph D. Beers and Cornelius W. Lawrence — ^the specie 
clause was only talked of, to please ** the Workies" and such men as Colonel 
Young till after the election ! Mr. Hoyt did not dream of enforcing it for a single 
day. The relative positions of Hoyt, the Yau Burens, and other pretended specie 
adyocates I have already shewn. Mr. Duane's course relative to the great ques- 
tion of finance on which he was called to pronounce a judgment, as secretary of the 
treasury, was beyond all praise. His reasons were powerful — his views of the 
future correct — ^his references to the past full of warning. How much was lost to 
the country when Jackson turned from the counsels of this truly great and incorrupti- 
ble statesman, to follow the interested advice of a corrupt Yan Buren and his able 
and artful confederate, Amos Kendall, so as to become " the mere purveyor of 
hungry and discordant factions ! " Give me the key of the Treasury, said Jackson, 
and the Russian embassy shall be your rich reward. Not for such a purpose, was 
the reply, but you may seize it by force. It was so done, and Duane's too servile 
successor sits in the centre seat of the bench of justice, in the Supreme Court of 
the Union. 

Although Mr. Duane refused to goto Russia, the too complaisant Cambreleng, in 
due time took that $ 18,000 pleasure trip, which may be considered an improve- 
ment on the English ' Chiltem Hundreds !' 

Let us select one or two extracts more from his speech of Jan. 14, 1834. 

"Of all the currencies that were ever contrived by man, the roost vicious in principle, the most calamit- 
ous in its effects upon trade, the moat detrimental to the public interest, and the most unsafe, as it reaped s 
the prsservation of a metallic currency, is that which is founded upon the credit of a national Ixuik, not only 
connected with the finances of a government, but like ours, involvedjn all the fluctuations of every species 
of commercial credit and dealing in them upon a national scale." 

" It is a common opinion too, that a national bank prevents the multiplication of State banks. It may be 
•0. sir; but if it is, it is contrary to principle, and in this country and in England contradicted by ex- 
perience. It is true that immediately upon a dissolution of a national bank, there will be, as the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania has shown, an unusual number of applications for State institutions ; but in a long 
series of yeare, the tendency of a national bank note currency is more oowerful than all our local cirrula- 
tioits, in constantly impelling trade, banking, and every species of creail and speculation beyond tlioM 
prudent limits, which, without the agency of such an institution, would usually do prescribed by the an* 
naal and steady accumulation of the capital of the country." 

He concluded by saying — *' do not entail upon posterity the calamities of a 
national bank note currency, and lay the foundation of another revolution in 
your government." 

Go back now, read once more his letters to Hoyt — despise, and have done with 
him. 

Mr. George M. Dallas's father was a very corrupt politician. He was one of the 
pillars of the system of doing the treasury business through a national bank. His 
son, too, was a warm advocate for the 35 million charter of 1816. In Feb. 1817, 
he was appointed attorney to the U. S. Bank ; and in 1844, named by the veteran, 
well drilled actors of the democratic Baltimore Convention, for Vice President of the 
Union. Mr. R. J. Walker, a great man in the Jackson ranks, and Mr. Polk's secretary 
of the treasury, is said to have got a new light in 1843, and written to a friend from 
Natchez, in favor of a third U. S. Bank ! When he accepted the office of U. S. 
Senator for Mississippi, he issued a declaration in this form : — *' I am against the 
whole paper system ; against it as destructive to morals, dangerous to the liberties, 
and ruinous to the true interests of the American people— the very foundation of 
banking institutions Lb based upon fraud and fiction.*' 

Silas Wright, Governor of New York, is fifty years of age, a native of Vermont, 
and a resident of St. Lawrence County. Lorenzo Hoyt was long law agent to Mr. 
Wright, (who is by profession a lawyer,) and his brother Jesse has long been his 
coadjutor and intimate friend. Well knowing his habits and circumstances, Mr. 
Wright was a strong advocate for giving him Uie control of the Custom House. In 
1824, Mr. Wright, m the Senate, voted with Jasper Ward, A. C. Flagg and the 
Van Buren party, to turn De Witt Clinton out of the office of Canal Commissioner, 
though he sat there without salary, was the soul of the canal project, and Wright's 
party had the other commissioners on their side. It is necessary to read Mr. 
cutler's private letters to comprehend the spite the faction felt in life towards Clin- 
ton, whom in death they all but deified. As Governor, Mr. Clinton originated the 
plan of revising the statutes — many real improvements in the law practice are of his 
BUffgestion — and, agreeing with Brougham, Bentham, Romilly and the great law 



108 8ILA8 WBIOHT— CORNBLroS W. LA WHENCE. 

aathorities of England, that a dear, precise code of law, for dvil and ctiminal mat- 
ters, as well as uniformity of procedure in the courta, would be a precious boon to a 
free people, he urged it on the legislature in his message of 1825. Van Buren and 
Batler, liking the confusion of feudal precedents ceilled Common Law better, 
nothing was done. Mr. Wright was for the bank and Crawford and for Jackson 
and the political pets in turn — ^then for .the sub treasury, In 1834, * * he was wholly 
unmoved by the darms that had been sounded as to the insecurity of the deposite 
banks" — ^in 1837 he was moved somewhat, and aided in sending Jesse Hoyt into 
the modem Grecian temple on Wall street, as highHDiiest of the grand sub-treasury 
of the Union, in Lawrence's and Beers's banks. He was a delegate to the Herki- 
mer Convention of Sept. 8, 18S9, where Theron Rudd, Aaron Hackley, N. Gax^ 
row, John W. Edmonds, R. H. Gillet, &c. nominated Enos T. Throop for gover- 
nor, and has had pity on Mr. Butler's pauper nroteg^, and placed him on the bench. 
In 1838, he aided at Herkimer in nominating Van Buren as governor. He is of the 
sect' on of Van Buren 's followers who are for a high tariff. He introduced into the 
House of Representatives the tariff of 1828. I liked his vote for John C. Spencer 
as United States Judge, because the real objection to him was his hatred to slavery. 
Proscription by slave owners, whose ignorant negroes are counted in the federal 
representation, in the teeth of the declaration of independence, and in mockery of all 
representative government, which is either founded on intelligence or useless, I do 
not like. Their weight in Congress was against cheap poslaffe, too, although even 
the whites in the south comprise the great majority of that 600,000 of 20 years and 
upwards who cannot read their A. B. C. nor write their names. I would neither 
proscribe John C. Calhoun nor John C. Spencer — nor did I like the result which 
placed a very inferior person in Smith Thompson's seat. Though opposed to 
Texas, if with slavery, Mr. Wright vms warm for Polk as president, who would 
not have Texas unless filled with men and women in perpetual bondage. In Jan. 
1824 he was sent to the Senate pledged to give the people the direct election of 
electors of president, but to serve a faction he moved to stave off the question till 
Nov. Like Mr. Butler he wished to avoid Samuel Young as a candidate for 
Governor. He is good humored, able, and shrewd — and the company he keeps will 
tell his country what he is. 

Extract of a letter, Lorenxo Hoyt, at Albany, to his brother Jesse, at New York 
—dated Feb'y. 28, 1824.—** How are the democrats in New York pleased with the 
movements at Washington 1 Does not Calhoun^s bolting in favor of Jackson 
AUGUR BAD, inasmwJi as Jackson may, and I apprehend WILL, BOLT in favor 
of Adams T If things take that course, and Clay's friends will not yield to Craw- 
£>rd, I fear that Adams will be the strongest man. However, I strongly believe 
that Clay*s friends in this State will, ijnecessaryy abandon him, and cast their 
weight into the scale of Crawford," &c. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



Cornelius W, Jjowrenee-^his political career—on both sides on the Bank— for Van 
Buren— for the Sub-treasury— for Texas— Mayor , M, C, Bank President , Chom- 
berlain and Collector of Customs at N. Y. 

Cornelius W. Lawrence was a director of the United States Bank branch in New 
York in 1827. In 1834, he was as much a *< bank man " as in 1827, but he had 
by this time got a hint how his personal interests might be advanced by voting with 
J. K. Polk in Congress against the Bank. He did so, and for the distribution of 
the public treasure to favorite State banks— then went home — had for his share a 
two million charter in 1836, with two millions capital, and two millions of dollars of 
the national treasure put into it, but not at interest. He himself, with Morgan L. 
Smith, and other '< trusty cronies," were the oonmiissioners to *' distribute said 
capital stock." If the confederates got on their stock the profit calculated by 1^. 
Maicy, viz., 15 per cent, it would make, on 20,000 shares at $100, $300,000. 
All tne stock was paid in by the shareholders, in gold and silver, the U. S. Trea- 
sury gave them other two millions for safe keeping, and nine months from the day 
it opened its doors, to wit, in May, 1837, it shut them again, refused to pay its 
debtp either to people or government, in lawful money, speculated with its funds, 
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and if I would say that it didn't, or that its directon didn*t, buy up ha own depre- 
ciated paper at a discount who would believe me ! Those who know Mr. Iaw- 
Tence*8 pure disinterestedness, and who can credit the assertion that there was no 
bargain in 1834 to give him, for a pet bank to be started in 1836, sixty tons of gov- 
ernment specie or its equivalent, but that he voted (as he says he did) contrary to 
his conscience, from conscientious motives, may do so. On the 26th of Jan'y 1834, 
he wrote his friend Hoyt of his fears that those he was acting with were '* going 
too far* against a national bank." On the Slst of same month, it was his opinion 
" that a national bank would be useful to the government and country," under 
proper restrictions, of course. 

On the 18th of Dec'r 1833, Mr. Binney presented the memorial of the U. S. 
Bank, stating that for one and a half millions paid to the government, and other 
considerations, the bank was to be the U. S. Treasury during its term, and com- 
plaining that liie public monies had been wrested from it and given to pets thro' the 
Union, who had paid nothing at all. Mr. Polk moved that it should go to his com- 
mittee, known to be unfavorable, and Lawrence and Cambreleng voted with Polk. — 
Mr. Selden, Lawrence's coUeacue, on 3d Feb. '34, presented a memorial from 
New York, praying the renewal of the Bank charter, and the restoration of the de- 
posites. Selden moved its reference to a select committee, who could hear reasons 
and report. Lawrence voted with Polk, C. P. White, Gillet, and Vanderpool, to 
give it its quietus in his (Polk's) committee. On the 17th of March, a highly re- 
spectable memorial from Boston was offered for the Bank. Mr. Gorham moved to 
print it with the names, Mr. Polk said he was willing to print the memorial, but 
wished to suppress the names of the signers ! For once, and once only, Lawrence 
left his mentor, and voted with John Quincy Adams to print the whole. On the 4th 
of April it was put to vote, ought the U. S. Bank to be re-chartered ? Lawrence, 
Cambreleng, Polk, and Vanderpool voted No. C. P. White and Selden did not 
vote. Next, the resolve was put that the depositee ought not to go back to the bank. 
Lawrence, Polk, Gillet, J. Y. Mason, and Cambreleng were ayes. D. Selden, E. 
Everett, Geo. McDuffie, and J. Q. Adams were noes, and they were right. Camp- 
bell P. While kept below the bar. Then came the home vote, Resolved that the 
State banks ought to be continued as places of deposite for the public money : and 
Polk, Lawrence, Vanderpool, Cave Johnson, Cambreleng, Cramer, and S. Beards- 
ley were ayes. Selden, J. Q. Adams, Lincoln, E. Everett recorded their names 
against this ^freat injustice. C. P. White kept out of the way. It was next pro- 
posed to appomt a committee to inspect the bank books, see who had got its favors, 
and find whether it had violated its charter. Selden voted for enquiry, C. P. White 
and Lawrence were absent, Cambreleng said yea, and the com. was organized. 
On many other important questions, Mr. Lawrence, in some 50 or 60 days, never 
gave a vote. His pay was drawn, I presume, $8 per day, as if he had done his 
duty, by being present. 

Cornelius W. Lawrence, it is said, was bred to fiirming work, and is of a Long 
Island quaker family. He and his brothers Joseph and Richard M. were New York 
auctioneers, and made money in the house of Hicks, Lawrence & Co., retiring be- 
fore it became bankrupt in 1837. Their brother Richard was, I understand, made 
a bankrupt, but his wife (Jacob Drake's daughter) has a little fortune of $60,000 
which his creditors would miss. Cornelius is an old man, of large size, and very 
fond of champaign. His first wife was a rich sister of David M. Prall. On Feb. 
15, 1819, he was married again, to Rachel Ann Hicks, a daughter of his partner 
the auctioneer (now not wealthy.) He has been a ^at speculator in Bank stock 
and cotton, and I am told that his son voted last election for Mr. Clay. Mr. L. has 
been twice or thrice Mayor of New York — ^been member of Congress (1832, '3, '4) 
—got the two million bank in Wall street in 1836, the presidency of which, to save 
appearances, he has handed over to his brother* Joseph, together with the city 

* As mmtten now stand. Secretarr Walker, having a right underaUnding with Mr. Polk, desienates the 
tntmiry banks. The Collector of N. Y. being informed on the subject, Mr. L. M., owing saO.OOO duties. 
Pftjabie to-day in cash, goes to Lawrence's bank, or the one most friendly to him, and geta a note discounted 
to corer that sum, writesacheckfor the taOtOOO, which the teller marks "good," and L. M. pars it at 
the Cashier's desk, in full of his duties. The Collector sends the check to the hank as cash—the bank 
charges the merchant 7 per cent Interest, and gets it, too, in advance, but pays none to the goremment, 
though It crediu the U. S. Treasurer with the like amount. Thus, without trouble, without adrancing 



one cent, or running any risk, the bank ceu $625 (as 90 days interest.) How like this la to Butler's $500 
' ' I from a (faiendaat, or $80,000 bw charge for a notion on bonds known to ha uttorly i 
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chamberlainship, when he (ComelioB) got poesession of the coUectonhip of New 
York — it being convenient to hold as many lucratiye places as possible in one fam- 
ily. Joseph is, I believe, of the firm of Lawrence, Trimble & Co., a large commis^ 
sion house, and married an heiress, a daughter of Alderman Townshend. 

In July, 1836, Sam'l Swartwout presided one day at a great Texan dinner in 
this cily--Gov'r Hamilton of S. C, Gren'l Ripley, Mr. Calhoun's broUier, Mr. 
Lawrence, and many other ** friends of the Texan cause," were there. A char- 
acter for friendship to Texan annexation and an increase of the slave power-in Con- 
gress, is useful to those who would fill lucrative ofiSces in the gift of the federal 
government. Anti-Slavery democrats must look to Albany. 

As a speculator in Bank Stock, Collector Lawrence was always a follower of 
Van Buren. He followed his lead in the U. S. Bank war — got paid — ^was one of 
the signers of the N. Y. com. of citizens at Tammany, who tooK sides with Van 
Buren when the Senate rejected him as minister to London — was one of the State 
electors of President when Van Buren was nominated in '36 — John V. B. made 
him *^ run like the cholera," as mayor, with the help of Marcy and the six-million 
message of 1834. On the S5th Sept. 1843, the '' conservative " C. W. L. was one 
of Van Buren 's Sub-Treasury Vice Presidents for the 6th ward at the great meet- 
ing in the Park — ^and will be ready to aid the initiated in any scheme to raise more 
stocks for speculation, state or national, by which ^^ the Albany Dutch" may be 
eased, according to law, of their spare dollars. When the Glentworth papers were 
seized, Mr. Butler addressed notes to the select, '* Varian, Lawrence, Bowne, 
and Allen, to meet him on business of great importance." These, with Hoyt, 
Morris, and Stephenson were trusted with the great secret — ^and when it was told 
about that Lawrence, Fish, and Alley had said it was all a hoax, Mr. Bryant in 
the Post, gravely contradicted the error, by authority. Ritchie said in the Union, 
that '* no appointment could be made more satisfactory to the democracy of all 
classes than Mr, Lawrence," and the Albany Atlas set forth his *' integrity and 
great personal worth." Mr. Lawrence informed the public, thro' Mr. Sullivan's 
Morning Post, of his acceptance, he having been ''voluntarily selected by the 
President, from his acquaintance with him as fellow democrats (!!!) in Congress." 
The Evening Post responded, using the words — " integrity," ** character," " con- 
fidence of the party," and so forth. 

William Leggett, in page 608 of vol. 1st of his Plaindealer, asks, *' Who made 
C. W. Lawrence, and Gideon Lee, and George D. Strong, and Walter Bovme, 
Presidents of Banks! Were they appointed solely in reference to their ability in 
financial transactions— or was the oflice given to them as a reward for party servi- 
ces and sacrifices 1 — We have too long submitted to a system of banking founded 
on political capital, instead of money capital. We protest against the creation of 
exclusive privileges for the purpose of paying these men for their political services." 

Mr. Lawrence's character, and the recommendations to office adready quoted, are 
evidence that he will make that vast and costly machine, the Custom House, serve 
the purposes of tbe knot of political speculators with whom he is connected. Pros- 
per M. Wetmore is his most intimate adviser, and a most suitable one. On the 24th 
of Dec. 1834, C. W. Lawrence, R. Riker, John L. Graham, and George D. Strong, 
wrote to John I. Morgan and others, Washington, (the fall election being over) , desir- 
ing an inspectorship for Abraham Le Foy, because of '^ his assiduity and efficient 
influence as a member of the democratic family." It would, they add, be ** a favor 
to ourselves." Give him $ 1095 said Swartwout, and it was done. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



Governor Marcy* s Letters ^on his Pantaloons — his War Services — his Election — the 
U. S. Bank-^he Nullifiers-^he Elections of 1832 and '35. -S. D, Ingham on 
Clay and Anti-masonry, Flagg on Politics. 

Senator Marcy to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, New York. 
[Private.] Albany, I6th Oct., 1832. 

My Dear Sir — Your letter of Monday evening I received this morning, and with 
it a breeze from the south, that gives some of our folks a chill. 
The opposition pretend to have certain information that Ritner is elected. 



GOVERNOR MARCT's SRERCflSS — BIS HfiROtSM iK WAR. Ill 

Though we do not yet yield to this belief, still we are less confident than we wer0 
yesterday of Wolfe's Election. 

As to the Pantaloons affair^* perhaps I am not the person best qualified to advise « 

Though the charge was right in itself, yet it must be regarded as an unfortunate 
one, because so easily turned into ridicule, 

I showed your production to Flagg— he thought it very well, but seemed to think 
it was a little too formal. The enemy will have their laugh, but I hope it will not 
do much mischief. 

The true explanation is simply this-^ 

When Comptroller, I had always made war on lumping charges, because I waa 
satisfied many frauds against the State had been perpetrated by them. 

The law provided the payment of the Judge's expenses in holding the Special 
Circuit. I kept a particular account of them, which was handed to the Comp^ 
troUer. 

While on this business some work was done on Pantaloons, for which the Tailof 
charged Fifty cents ; it was entered on the account, and went into the Comptroller's 
han£ without a particular reflection how it would appear in print. 

Ifeared no danger for I knew no sin, 

I can not advise hmo it is best to treat the subject. 

The article in the Argus, headed, " A very grave affair, ^^ is perhaps as full afl 
explanation as the transaction will SLdmit of« But it will be well to connect it, if 
much must be said on it, with the great frauds and peculations of Holley, Van 
Tuyl, John V. N. Yates — (who I •believe for love of me writes many of the scur- 
rilous articles in our papers), in appropriating about $800 of Peddlers' License 
Fees, &c. &c. 

Now as to my War Services, (a more agreeable subject), I was out two cam- 
paigns— ^n 1813 on the northern frontiei^^belon ged to the party which took from 
the enemy at St. Regis the first stand of colors taken in the late war, on land, and 
the first prisoners (a^ut 40 in number) . 

These prisoners were in a house built of square timber. I personally headed the 
party that took them — ^myself broke open the house, entered it, and took from the 
hands of the soldiers their arms, &c. 

I care not how much this matter is handled; but rather they would let my Pan^ 
talooifs alone. I return your remarks. Yours, &c. W. L. MARCY. 

Judge Marcy, to Mr, Jesse Hoyt^ at New York, 

Albany, 4th Oct.. 1832. 
My Dear Sir — Yours of yesterday is received. Before it came to hand I had 
determined to write you in order to relieve the gloom which my former letter was 
calculated to cast over your mind. Information received since writing to you has 
considerably raised my hopes. V. Buren wtites from the injected District that we 
shall gain there as much as we can lose in the other parts of the States That we 
shall gain (speaking with reference to the last Governor's Election) I do not 
doubt — but the extent of that gain cannot to be conjectured. I think it will be 3000 
in the 8th District — and about 2000 in the 6th. Our recent news from Washington 
County is very flattering. The FACTIONS there do not coalesce. There is a 
reasonable hope that we shall be better off by 1000 votes than has been calculated. 
The proceedings in Weschester have dissipated the gloom that hung over that 
county. We understand that bbth the Ward and Hunter parties will support out 
Electoral Ticket and State candidates. The charter election here has nerved our 
friends, and inspired a determination to meet efiforts by efforts < Upon the whole 
our afif^iirs look pretty well, and success is in our own hands, but we must labour to 
keep it. I fear more for you in N. Y. than any other place. Your vigilance and 
tigorons efforts can alone save you from a disappointment Davis's calculation in 
yesterday's C. & En. is, in many particulars, very wild. I have run over that 

* Governor Marcy'a nneaalnesa st the joke about hie patched breeches and barber's bill— ihe Ar^e 
article— Hoyt's essay— Flagg's opinion arrarely taken— and the surmises against Mr. Yates, are proofs of thtf 
power of the press to awe ofncial men— if the press were but honest, and the people possessed oi intelligence 
and wisdom enoug^h to see the importance of upholdini^ an editor able to rira above the trammels of j^rty. 
Mr. Marcy 's praises about his War Services, seem to h^ve been composed by himself His other letters in 
this chapter sdow hie views as to the election— the importent position of Hoyt as the confidential instru- 
ment of the party at N. Y.— and the temper of the man. I like Marcy's and Flagy's letters, in the bimr/ 
tJnder a better system, peiliaps they woold have been better ta»n. 
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calculation and made a note of dedactiona and additions, which I think may he 
reasonably be depended on, by which I vary the resolts. About 30,000 a pretty 
meUerial variation. I do not wish it exhibited. Indeed I believe it is rather an 
idle employment to be making estimates. The best rule is to do the work and see 
the result. I am, with ffreat respect, yours, 

W. L. MARCY. 

Senator Matey to Jesse Hoyt, Esq.^ New York. 

Washihotok, 3d June [1833.] 

My Dbak Sir-^I have been shamefully negligent of my promise to you in rel^ 
tion to the result of the interview with my Albany friends. I hoped to be able to 
convince them that it was right and proper for me to adhere to Uie determination 
which I had communicated to Croswell ; but I failed in doing so. They convinced 
me that there were more difficulties attending the selection of a proper candidate 
than had presented themselves to me. The result was that I am not to persist in 
declining now but am to be let alone if it can be done — as I think it may without 
injury to the party. 

It would seem to imply (if it cannot be) that I am a mighty consequential fel- 
low. You or anybody else may think so if you will, but I do not. 

Webb has not modified and jpublished your articles. So long time has now elapsed, 
and the fever of those who called for me to come out has so much subsided, that 
pnibably nothing more will be said by him. How stand affiurs in N. Y. t 

There is a great effort making we learn by the manufacturing interest to get up 
an excitement on the Tariff-^Our friends from Albany and elsewhere thought it 
would not succeed. Bodies of manufacturers are flocking in here, and they appear 
about AS CRAZY AS THE NULUFIERS— I think the extremes will unite 
and defeat all attempts at compromise. Yours, &c., 

W. L. MARCY. 

Senator Marcy to Mr Jesse Hoyt. 

Washington, Saturday. 

Dear Sir-**I have this morning received a note from Webb, and I learn from 
the tenor of it that you had vnitten to him on the subject which engaged us in two 
or three conversations. I find that our opinions of him were perfectly correct. 
Attacked as he is on all sides he is willing to attend to others as well as himself. 
I find my intimation to you is well founded that Bennett had been too sanguine in 
the matter referred to and had understood from me more than I intended to convey. 
Webb has undoubtedly every disposition to put things right and he ought to be 
permitted to do so to a certain extent in his own way — I have had full conversa- 
tions with you and from them you can make to him such suggestions as will 
apprise him of my viows. He may think I ought to write to him — and so I should 
perhapa^but I have two reasons for nut doing soothe one is that if I should eo 
over the whole matter as I did with you in conversation it would make a prodi- 
giously long letter, and I am too much engaged to afford the time to write it, but 
the second is I have declined to write to all Elditors on the subject (except one 
which I explained to you.) This resolution was early taken to preserve my posi- 
tion — to keep silent. He will appreciate my motives and I hope approve ol the 
course. ..... 

[The date— signature-^and a few words of the conclusion, torn off.] 

Pritati. To the same. Alb'y, 1 Oct. '33. 

My Dear Sir :— >I did not receive your letter of Thursday till last evening. I 
hasten to reply to it — ^though the answer will give you no pleasure. 

I think our chance of success doubtful. 

Although others are full of courage, I am not. I have looked critically over the 
State, and have come to the conclusion that probably we shall be beat. 

I would not say this to you were I not perfectly confident tiiat it will remain a 
profound secret* 

All reports from New York are that we shall do better thui you represent ; yet 
I have distrusted them. 
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7%e U. S. Bank if in thefidd^ and I ounot bat fear the efieet of 56 or 100 tiion* 
taDd doUaTS expended in conducting the election in such a city as New York. I 
have great confidence in the honesty of the pensile, but it will not withstand all 
temptations. The corruption or some leads to the deception of many. 

You ought to look to the Upper Wards. 1 fear you will find defections among 
the active electioneerars. 

Though I speak so discouragtngly of die result, I do not doubt, if money could 
be kept out of use, we should beat uiem. But it Wl not. Yet great efforts with- 
out money may save us. 

I hope those efforts will be made in New York. 

If I thought N. Y. would do as others say it will I should say the chance is in 
our favour, nut I feared such a result as you predict. 

My advice is— dwi'l Bh YOUR MONEY, BUT SPEND IT, as far as you 
legally can, to promote the election. We are all determined to deeenresuooess, 
and do not despair of getting it. Yours sincerely, 

W. L. MARCY. 

J. Hoyt, Esq. 

Hon* 8, D. Ingham^ 5bc'y ef the Treasury^ Washington^ to Mr. JmeHoyt, N. York, 

Washington, 10th Nov. 1838. 
Dear Sir, — I thank you for the information in your letter of the 8th. 
This Election, together with that of Pa., must kill Anti-masonry. 
They will not again raise that flag in the nation, and scarcely in a State. 
It will be driven back into a few counties — ^but Mr. Clay is also done ; however 
desperately he may fight in a forlorn hope, that is not 'the character of fas fiiends^ 
They cannot again be brought up to the charge. 

Yours with great respect, S. D. INGHAM. 



Comptroller Flagg to Mr, Jesse Hoyt, 

Albany, March 36, 1832. 

Deaji Sir, — ^You will have seen the proceedings of the Convention, and will, I 
doubt not, be gratified with the general result^ Bowne had been the prominent 
man for a State delegate before the N. Y. delegation arrived, and a majority of 
the delegation agreeing upon him, it settled that matter at once. Your city delega- 
tion was kept back until nearly the hour of the meeting of the Convention — and 
Selden and a few mischievous spirits amon^ your members, of the House, induced 
your delegation to believe that some contrivances adverse to the city were agreed 
upon here, and that they would have delegates forced upon them who would not 
be agreeable to them — and Selden did all in his power to throw the Convention 
into confusion. He was mistaken in his men, and only made himself appear 

factious and foolish The strong vote of Uie Convention rebuked 

the factionists, and all things went off with the most entire unanimity, both in the 
Committees and the Convention. 

The delegates to Baltimore I have no doubt form a tmit in regard to any measure 
to promote the interests of Mr. V. B. and the Old Hero. 

The political affairs of this State never looked fairer — ^there is some diversity of 
opinion as to a candidate for Gov., which will be settled at the Herkimer Conven- 
tion — and the names of Jackson and Van Buren will get a triumphant vote and 
bear down all opposition. Yours truly, 

A. C. FLAGG. 

GovW Marcy to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N, Y. 
Private, Albany, 86th Jan'y, 1835. 

Mv Dear Sir — I received your letter this morning on the subject of L. M. M. 
It is proper that Mr. M. and all other office holders in N. Y. whose feelings or 
whose conduct has gone with the Wirs should be fully apprised of my situation in 
relation to their appointments, and that they should be made sensible that they 
k&ve contributed to biinff about a state of things which prevent me from doing 
iiowaida them as I have done heietofoxe and should under other oixeumstanees do 
15 
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now. The (MfAoi^ tnoti^BeefB piitook of th* madneM mud iaftUMMii ^iImIi hmi 
year Mizad tlie great mass of the MorehaiitB^--Uiey aided in giving auooeaa to ovr 
oppooenta in tke Comnwn Coimcil-^tfaey ooontenanoed and aome praetiaed the pro- 
acnptire policy of that body^-tonied away their derka, carmen, &c.-^upheld the 
tMnirae pamed by tho Wig papera^^nd ciieered on the Cemmon Council in noeejh' 
in£the decks of all our pouucal frienda. The very men who have been frttcriM 
in ff . Y., with the expreaaed or implied approbation of thoae who wiah reappoint- 
menta, now aorroond me in greet munbers, addng the plaoea and commiaaiona of the 
proscribers. What shall I say — ^what ought I to aay to theae applioanta! Shall I 
aend theae victima of proacription, and tfictitni of the jnoUc, home, empty handed, to 
beg employiMnt of thoae wno have deprired them of it, and give oomnuaaiona to 
thoae who are the aothon or ev«n the nlent approveia of the oenrae pncaned by 
the Common Council and the paiue^mJters f If 1 had but one hour ef official life 
to live I ahonld oenaider it my aolenm duty to emj^oy it diligently in protecting my 
political fnenda from peraeoution. My flrienda in N. Y. ought to look at both aidan 
of thia qunation before they adviae a eourae of liberaHty which would be injuatice 
to frienda and, aa paat experience ahowa, resumed with ingrmUiude* 

YVmra, &e., W. L. MARCT. 



CHAPTER XXVU. 



Thaddeus Phdfis and ^ Free Bank scheme. Ha private report. GaOatht am 
Repeal, Ltigm an Marcy. Letters, Marcy, Flaggy Cutting, and C. X. Lio- 
ingstan to Jease Bayt. E. Livingston. Message writing. 

The facta stated in my chaptera on atocka and banking will have ahown the 
reader that much of th^ anxiety displayed by knavish politicians, brokera, eongreaa- 
men, bankera, govemoia, ju^ea, dtc, for national banka one day, and for atate 
banka another--4hia time to have one aet of men pot forvrard — ^t' oUier time a diP 
feient aet, ia, in the main, cauaed by the vaat gaina made by getting hold of fancy 
atocka, puffing this this week and that the next — or bepraiam^ one thing that yom 
"" aa a pretext fof his 



may get another, aa Van Buren did hard money, which served aa a pretext i 
hungry legiona of offidala to keep « few milliona of soft money not their ownr-^aho' 
gether. 

On the eve of the election of 1836, Mr. Hoyt, with the aeoret promise of the 
reversion of the Custom House, should his captain gain the day, waa inde&tigable. 
All aorta of propoaala were got up to pleaae all aorta of people — and among others 
it was su^estea thsA banking ought to be unreatxained. Tne knowing onea knew 
that the faltered banka would probably aoon go by the board, and they were for 
aecuring a freah batch of * ehartera,' for aale before the general break up. 

By refeienoB to the N. Y. Evening Poat of 19th Sept., 1636, it irill be aeen^ 
that on the 26th of April that year, Thaddeua Phelpa, D. B. Tallmadffe, Saul 
Alley, W. B. Lawrence, Stephen Allen and Jeaae Hoyt were appointed a Conn 
mittee to obtain a change in the banking aystem by a repeal of the law confining 
the stock and acrip bankingcraft to incorporated associations/ Their first jnihiic 
report is dated Idth Sept., (Hoyt, Seeretary) ; they there state that '* a portion of 
them'* went up to Albany when apjiointed, and attempted to get repeal, but cotdd 
not — and they go on with a tedious jargon about tyranny, freedom, naked deform- 
ity, die., tryinff Is make it appear that they had been unwearied in their efforta at 
undoing what lllr. Van Buren and his friends had so long made their money by — 
the monopoly of banking— so that every sovereign in the Union might issue hin 
currency, and be a banker. 

To me, a fbr greater euxioeity is the rirave committee's first privati rwost, 
addressed April d9th, 1836, by ll&addena Phelpa to hia precioua comrade, Hoyt— 
and here it is : 

Hr. Thaddeua Phelps, at Albany, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at Htm Torlc. 
' * Daar flnyt-^We mnived this monring nnd havie ahread^ aoenrH>Mahed wmdeie^ 
Air iii^ftaMMlifeaatnadyttadto BaBaiahahi As »Mis,<usfemr ef teSeantft), 
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•ml bj tqoioROir flight theie k Twy liMie daobl we ehall kave swide twenty w 
thirty more. Tou* fellows who aie in fsror of the RepedlerSy may all now go to . 
Hell in your own way. Con£dQr your restraining law repealed. Consider me a 
partner in a Banking Coropaay— •! put in 9,000,000---CaU on John Ward lor tha 
money. No man at pieeenV-Your loving ftiend, THADDEUS PHELPS. 
" Arrived on Monday morning.'* 29 April. 

" Monroe hae sent in hie allegiance^-aad the Native American party. May 

go to the ]>-^. Boat off. T. P." 

This Mr. Thaddeoa Phelps, a gamhling, stock-johbing ohaxacleit was a constant 
Off ner to appUoations for office from Hoyt sad Swartwont-^-end he and C«ddingtoii» 
Hon, (Lawrence, if I remember right,) Allen, Bowne, and the rest of the Mens 
in N. York, subscribed and paid $20 each, in all $440, to sssist the circiilsiiioR of 
the Truth Teller, and the Sentinel, papers that they perceived to be friendly to 
their side of the question. 

I do not know which of the other members of the Conuaittee went up with Mr. 
Phelpe—but on referring to the Assembly's and Senate Journals, I pmeive that 
the stir about bank chartering began at the very time he speaks of. That his and 
bis friends' secret object was more banks, more stocks, more gambling, the above 
letter too clearly shows. Mr. Phelps's name is associated in Uie statute book that 
session, with those of Walter Bowne, and James McBride, (the director that bor- 
rowed the depoeites out of the Manhattan to speculate on) , a commission to distribute 
the stock of the Hamilton Insurance Company, and the stock of the Mh Ward Insur- 
ance Company — ^he is also made by law a director. Phelps is 6om Connecticut — 
a very old confederate of Hoyt's — and was examined by die commission appoihtod 
by the President in '41. He said, (Re^. page 290), that after Hoyt got the coUect- 
OTship he paid large sums of hb old mdebtedness, and was embarrassed when he 
got the office. Hoyt had also been made a Danish Commissioner*, a pompous way 
of settUng matters the officials should attend to, but affi>rding the means of bestow- 
ing douceurs on ** the king's poor cousins." Hoyt, Coe and Butler were also 
made fire commissioners, I think in 1836, and earned a certain sum thereby. When 
Mr; Marcy lost the government of N. T., he was made a Mexican Commissioner, 
but whether it hdd out Umg at the salary ( $8000 a year), I hate forgotten, if I 
erer knew. 

Mr. Albert Gklfatfai wrote a letter in the Argus, about the r e p oel a yard long — 
Mr. Marcy wrote Hoyt to suggest or draw up a message for him upon repeal—end 
bnt few knew that the Govemor^s Message of January 1887, vras a joint stock pro- 
duction of Jesse Hoyt ft Co. Perhaps Mr. Van Buren penned a parsgra]^ or 
two— for, says Hammond, in his History, '< Mr. Marey, from the time he entered 
the political field, had been the confidential friend of Mr. Van Buren." Mr. Tall- 
madge and Mr. Hubbell's letters show that when Mr. Marcy had resolved not to 
endorse the sob-treasury in his message, he did endorse it. It is presumed the 
remarks he there used were sent him wm Washington* 

Well might the poet of the Seasons say, that — 

UnMeat bj rlnue, GovenuxMnt a lea^pie 
BecoBua, • circUof ianto of tiM gUMl, 
To rob bjr law ; ralff Ion mild, a joko 
To tame the otooping soul, a trick of itata, 
Tb maak their rapine and to share their prej. 

There is no doubt left on my mind, that Mr. Marcy, in sanctioning the corrupt 
and oorruptinff legislation of his day, with his signature as governor, was well 
aware of the aeep injury he was inflicting on the worthy people who had once, 
ttain, and a third time trusted m his honesty and oath as their chief magistrate. 
The few letters of his herewith published show some candor, and even talent, with 
aseeming desire for fairness, fiut what of justice do we find in his genenl con- 

* " WMhington. March 8, 1831. Dear H.— Yon and Wlnchottor wen canjiirm&i to-day— I do not mean 
nnsionely. for although it might apfrir to Oeoaml Winchwtor, who maj ha % vary ploua man. yot* know tt 
«ni^< in that teim apply to yotih--®fflpeoB'a nomination ww rajectad. Tooog Fsltoo'a noniiiation aa 
"•gttafy waa coofirmad. 

we baat the Sanau triumphantly about the proriao on tba appropriatlon-botli honaia uoanlmouily 

^NtdtomskstbaaiMopriattmoQlylnaiMMar ArHi,Bdt0 8tim 

ein^y youii, "^ C C CAMBBBLKNG. 
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dact ! BIr. Leffgett knew him, and thus deBoribet him, Vol. I. PlaindMler, p. 450. 

^'* He is a weak, cringing, indecisive man, the mere tool of a monopoly 

* junto, their convenient mstrument; and while he gives his sanction to their un- 
worthy measures, we survey him with contempt, and can offer no better excuse for 
his conduct than that ' his poverty, and not his will consents.' " 

What ^* small lights," such governors as Van Buren, Maroy and Throop are, 
when set beside the generous and ingenuous Clinton !* 

< Ch'ge to Gov'r — Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New YoriL.' 

Albany, 84th Nov. 1836. 
My Dear Sir, — You promised me some illumination on the subject of the restrain- 
ing law or rather the repeal of it. I am informed that there is a probdnlity that 
I am elected, and if so it will be expected that I send to the legislature a message — 
If you have any publications or other matters too cumbersome for the mail you can 
if you choose put them in the charge of one of the electors from your city. If yon 
are extravagant in your notions they will not be adopted — you expect as a matter 
of course they will be modified. I will not ask you to get what you write your- 
self copied because it is possible that some one may be found in this city or vicinity 
who will be able to deeypher your hand writing, 

I am, with great respect, your to be obliged and humble Serv't, 

W. L. MARCY. 

[This governor had sanctioned laws in April and May, giving more special priv- 
ileges to newly chartered banks, and for the sale or disposal of their stocks. He 
now, in Nov. — ^Van Buren's and his own election secured — ^invites Jesse Hoyt to 
illuminate his benighted vision, as to the best mode of rendering less volucbU the 
special advantaffos for which cunning or sQiy people had just paid cash to G. W. 
Lawrence, &c.J 

Jeue Hoyt Esq,, New York. 

Albany, Oct. 3, 1836. 
Dear Sir, — The repeal of the restraining law, so far as to allow offices of Dis- 
cotmt and Deposite, is universally assented to by town, county, district, and state 
conventions. To this extent a law can be passed with little opposition. If the 
issuing of Bills is added, so as to multiply without limit the manufactories of paper 
money, a new aspect will be given to the whole matter, and those who are opposed 
to any change may be enabM to keep things as they now are. If we can open 
the way, and build up a class of Banks which not issue paper, these will co- 
operate in making the currency more sound than at present ; if they have nothing 
to make by the issue of small bills, they will not be aggrieved by seeing gold and 
silver take the place of the small bills. AAer the fetters are knocked off, and the 
new class of nioney-changers are ** in the full tide of successful experiment," such 
other modifications may be made ss experience may recommend, and as ** the busi- 
ness wants of the community may require." Repeal the restraining law, refuse all 
banks, unless their stock is sold at auction, and those who trade upon legislaiion, 
(the hon*ble the lobby) will be blown ** sky high : " and the scenes of log rolling 
and corruption would be replaced by a decent regard to moral and official purity, 
and a reasonable attention to the public business and the general welfare. 

Truly yours, A. C. FLAGG. 

Mr. Cutting to Mr. Hoyt. [Albany], January 6, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt,— Charles Livingston has sent you a copy of the bill to repeal 

the restraining law, reported by Maison in the Senate. The first section is all 

that ought to pass, but I suppose that being in the hands of the Philistines we 

must be thankful for any favors, no matter how small. Edward Livingston, 

* Mr. Butler speaka dtfTerenUj. He wrote to his friend Hoyt from Albany, August 9th. 1820, as follows: 
" Mr. Vaa Buren stands higher throuffhout the State tiian he ever did— witness the toasts at the various 
celebrations. But if I were in hie place I would trouble mvself but Utile about the carptngs of such men as 
you name— they can do nothing without him. What would have become of the opposition if it had not been 
for him ? I will sav more^if I was Van Buren I would let poliiiee alone. He can be and will be the Erskina 
of the State, whlcn is an ambition more laudable than the desire of political preferment. He yesterday 
opened a caoM in the Suprema Oourt in the moat concise, aUgaot, ana convlncmf argumaat I almoit arer 
beard." 
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lO* I am sIMd — has turned a sharp angle, and will come out Bank. See his rote 
to-day. Tomorrow he will be brought to the bull ring, and stamped as he deserves, 
if we should go into committee of the whole and he should participate in the debate. 
We beat them to-day elegantly. 

Do you see who compose the ooihmittee on the repeal of the restraining law in 
our House 1 Ogden, Chairman! the violent opponent of the measure last year! 
the agent of the Fanners' Trust and Loan Company I the intimate of John L. 
Graham, Seymour & Co. ! the guest of the former last spring in New York, and 
his lobby friend at the Syracuse Convention ! EU* But we will defeat the gang. 
The restraining law will be modified — ^the usury laws partially repealed, and no 
Banks chartered. F. B. C. 



[Poet-mark, Albany.] Jesse Hoyt, Eat[. , Wall street, New York. 

Albany, Jan. 21, 1837.' 

I am inclined to think, my good fellow, that you are more than half right in the 
opinion expressed in your fast letter — I have given the subject of private issues 
mach anxious thought and I confess new light begins to dawn upon my darkened 
intellect — the clouds are fast breaking away and I should not be surprised if I final- 
ly determined to maintain even to obstinacy that a note of an incorporated bank was 
no better than the bill issued by a private solvent individual — ^I may have been de- 
luded by the charm which too commonly attaches to a corporation, but the spell is 
nearly broken, and another night's reflection may metamorphose me into an inflex- 
ible advocate of shin-plasters — Some limitations and securities axe indispensable to 
guard against abuses, for I cannot admit your theory to its full extent, that the peo- 
ple are under all circumstances capable of managing their own aflfairs. In some 
cases they must be protected against themselves. My distrust of their intelligenee 
commenced when they elected such a poor devil as myself, and until they choose 
agents who will respect their feelings and their interests I will dispute their capac- 
ity to govern themselves. Don't disclose this heresy and above all don't let 
me see it in the Evening Post in the form of ** an extract from a letter from Al- 
bany." Do you understand? In a few days we shall have under consideration a 
general plan for private banking, provided there is sense enough in Albany to ma- 
ture one. It is designed to keep this subject distinct from^he restraining law. 

Cutting has just called in to say that he has received some letters from you and 
desires me to say that you must work harder and talk less. What impertinent lan- 
guage for a servant of the People to hold to one of his masters ! Yours, &c. 

CHA'S. L. LIVINGSTON. 



CHAPTER XXVm. 



Letter^ L. Hoyt to Jesse. Botvne fathers Butler^s Report against the Tennessee 
Resohitumsfor Conventions by the people in place of Caucuses by the politicians. 
Letters f Butler to Hoyt. Open BebeUion. Andrew Jackson, ietter, Gov. V. 
Buren to Hoyt, on Providence and Judge Swanton, Crawford on foreigners. 
Van Buren on Universal Suffrage. Looking ahead. 

Mr. Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse. 

Albany, Jan'y 11, 1824, Sunday. 
Dear Brother — ^I send you by this mail the Report of Mr. Botvne, on the Ten- 
nessee Resolutions. Mr. Butler wrote the report, and 1 leave it for you to judge of 
its merits and the correctness of its principles — but I nresume, from the circumstance 
of your political views coinciding so exactly with Mr. Butler's, that the principles 
contained in the report will meet your approbation Mr. Gard- 
iner, the other day, while the resolution of Mr. Flagg in relation to electors was 
under discussion, made an abusive and unjustifiable attack upon the editors of the 
Argus and Advocate, and by which he has incurred the indignation and disgust of 
every sensible man within his hearing. He accused the Argus of Apolitical inconsis- 
tency, in first advocating an alteration of the electoral law, and then in a few weeks 
after reprobating the measure as onwise and snti-repabliean 
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The Gfrfnioii that I ahm^ heretofore aaterteiiied, that Graidiner was a mn ef Terr 

limited talents ia now inevooablv eonfinned I moat oonfisM 1 

was not a little astonished when t see who the New York memhers were. I pie* 
same they are men of tolerable ffood sense, with the exception of Crolius and ona 
or two others, but as for their abuities, they sie, in my opinion, contnu^. . . . 

LORENZO HOYT. 

The State of Tennessee was friendly to Gen'l Jackson, and its legislatnre passed 
resolutions, in 1893, reprobating the Dractice of members of Congress meeting in 
Caucut and nominsting Presidents and Vice Presidents of the iJnitod States, as an 
undue interference with the rights of the people. These resolutbns were trtna- 
mitted to the leffudature of New York, (see pages 11 to 13 Senate Journal, 1824) 
and referred to Walter Bowne, Jonas Earll, and Perley Keyes. Benjamin F. But- 
ler, being, like Van Buren, favorable to Crawford and the dictation of caucuses of 
party Congressmen, wrote a report, which the Senate's committee adopted and 
Bowne fauered and signed — (see pages 17 to 33, same Tolume.) 

Mr. Butler, in this report, asserts, that the caucus dictation, by members of Con- 
gress, is a proper and constitutional practice — that in case the election should after- 
waids go into the House of RepresentatiTes, the members who may have recom- 
mended a candidate to the people in caucus ^re not thereby bound to vote for him 
themselves — ^that a congressional caucus is the most effectual mode for preserving 
an equality to the weaker States — ^that " there is no other practicable mode of con- 
centrating public opinion " — that State nominations, by members of the State legis- 
latuTse, iSie only substitnte, are attended with serious difficulty— 4hat a caucus of 
members of Congress forms the best primary agency for selecting candidates for the 
presidency, beinff a powerful oombination of influential men, who follow a safe 
course of precedents — and that a congressional caucus next session is " peculiarly^ 
desirable." 

To me it is evident that unless the ]>ower of nomination is in the people they 
cannot be said to have the power of election. Mr. Butler's negative rignt which he 
is ready to assign to the people, of dissenting or approvipg when a piesident is pro- 
posed to them by a private meeting of 66 congressmen, as was the case in 18S4, 
where only that number nominated Crawford, straws his innate dislike to democra- 
cy, which in such a case makes the millions soverei^s or dictators. Who that 
reads this volume will fail to admit that while the constitution may stand for ages a 
monument of the vrisdom of its framers, the administration of it may be at the 
greatest possible variance with the spirit of its provisions ? The Union had chosen 
some 340 legislators — ^Mr. Butler desired that threescore of these men should regu- 
late the succession of our executive magistrates. The people had elected certain 
men to do their will — ^Mr. Butler desired that these men should contrive to make 
the people do theirs. All this, too, to crush Jackson, and secure the return of a 
tJ. S. Bank man ! In a letter to Harmanus Bleecker, one of the gentlemen who, 
in Congress, most steadily opposed Madison and the war of 1813, dated Aug. 16, 
1831, Mr. Butler talks thus — ** His (Jackson's) high station — his venerable age— 
my admiration of his eharacter, a sentiment inri>ibed in early life, and often ex- 
pressed in print and otherwise, &c. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. Albany, Feb'y 20, 1831. 

My DvAa Fbikkd— I hope the Qnmdl will 

soon finish all they have to do, as the excitement produced by their labors is very 
great, and the difficulty of pleasing everybody very strikingly illustrated. Tou 
will have seen by the time this reaches you, that they htne gwen me an offioe^^ 
without any trouble or exertion on my part^-or much on the part ^ my fhends. 
The minor appointmenta for this city have given great dissatisfaction, and it is a$ 
much as we can do to keep the people from open rebellion. Of aU this however say 
nothing — as I hope a few days of refiection will compose the anffry elements. To 
judge from the violent expressions of those who are disappointed, one woi^ think 
that our prospects for next Spring were rather blank — but you know it is the genius 
of democracy ahoays to be impetuous and sometimes to be miA. I have only time 
to say that you axe always one of those fas whose h^th, happiness, and future 
prosperity I feel the liveliMt solieituds, ^. U^, Ao. 

B. P. BUTLER. 
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[Td tlie Mttie.] << WmsHi, N«t. M, 1^6. 

Mt Dear SiR'^The Prendent contiiitids to improve, and by Monday next, I 
trnst, will be able to resume tbe transaction of business, though it must be with 
great caution and forhearfmce^^quaiities for which he is not remarkable^-^zn^ henoe 
the real danger of nis condition. 

Though we not the precise returns of any one of the missing States-— yet there 
is no reason to doubt the election of Mr. Yan Buren. Hare not Virginia and 
Nor& Carolina done nobly t Truly yours, 

B. P. BtJTLER." 

Gowmar Fan Burmt to Mr. Htfyt, at Now York. 

« Albaht, Jan'y 4, 1899." 
'*Mt DcAft Sir—- You need not, I think, hare any apprehension about the 
message. The esfrliest allowable moment will be emmoed to send you a copy ; 
but that cannot be as soon as you desire. I thank you kincUy for your letter, and 
beg you to write me always with equal freedom. 1 cannot consent to contiibute by 
sny act of mine to the prevalence of that great political vicoi a desire to shun 

^ Ishall do the best I can in whatever relates to my office, and leave the result to 
PROVIDENCE and the People. 

Remember me kindly to Mrs. H. and believe me to be very sincerely your friend, 

M. V, BUREN. 

Does our friend L. Smith know that Judge Swanton * has been lecomroended by 
the ehii of the party in New York I I presume it is undeistood by him and all ow 
fnends. 1 do not soe how I can aooU the ^ippomtmmU*'' 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

Collector Boy^s tjold Wne, The Georgia Legislature refused to charter " New 
Potosi.** It gets privileged at Albany. A very pleasant feature in Georgia lauh 
making. The brothers Butler helping Campbell P. White to borrow tJte Deposites 
from the Manhattan, Four Directors take $600,000. TTiree millions knt on 
fancy stocks. Attorney General Butler ^oes to borrow at Baltimore. The Ameri" 
can Land Co., or the Irish Middlemen oj the U. S, l^las Wright, the Presidents f 
'drc, — Origin of Anti-Rentism in ColufAia Co. — Van Buren, Butler and the Anti' 
Renters^ 1807 to 1812. Van Buren accused of urging them on and of deserting 
them after getting elected ta the Senate. Fifty Farmers ^ecied. 

The object of the two armies who contended for tarifib to accumulate public trea* 
sure, congressmen who would evade putting the proceeds to public uses, Presi** 
dents who would never veto profligate expenditures or enquire about defkultefs, and 

*Jiidg»SiraaionirH«nicMmnorthBdKfiof '9S--aBMriaJ«cl^ Got< 

emor Von Burea wriies Hoyt that he did not oee how ha could svoid kaeping Swanton in office, hot he late 
him knoir that he would hare done so had not ' the ellti of the party' taken t' other side. Yan Baren had 
been true to Mr. Cmwford In 1894, hut the Ifetser had made himaelf rery unpopular hy denouncing adopted 
citiMoe. He had aaid, that a rvy " eflbctual neana ef enlightening and ckiUslng the indiana, would he 
to encourage their marriage with our frontier white inhabiunta, and that it would he more honorahle to 
the goremment to do thto, than to receire with open arma fugithm from the old world, whether their 
Sight ^na occaaioned bv thair crimai or tkdr virtuea," PoaaiUr the nntleman la lor an amalgamation of 
the wild /rwArnys Binna] with the tame natives, to produce dt eubjecu for Me reign i»hen he beeomea 
Preeidenif Mr. van Buren remembered 1831— and tboee who forget it may find a peaaage like the ftA' 

lowing in GrMley'a Whig Almanac finr IMS—" Native Americanism struck ua a hard blow 

Mr. Polk, on this stngie queetioo, gained mora than enough rotes in the Slate of New York to elect him J' 
Jesse Ron, In 1832, before the election, collected a §90 a bead subscription to get the Truth Teller, which 
admired Van Bursn, more widely diAiaed. Hie opponento forgot that ne class of man had stood more true 




of votes would he auch aa would render thair eleciiona rather a cuiae than a hlaiBlng ; which would driva 
from tbe poUa all sober minded people.*' He wtU not repsat that apeecb should bs obtain a seal in the 
Coovantkm of 18M. His Murs In 1884, and Che aeeidsnt of GOnton's dsath, wbteh placed him on tha 
Mepliddario tbspraildHicyinl89B,wm botbefoigotteo. There Is no foar ttat hs wkl follow Ciawfotd 



120 JSS8B HOTt's gold HINB at IflW POTOSt 

for vtate banks and national banks, with a paper currency, baseless and Tisioaary as 
the Arabian Tales, was, as I have already shown, to keep up poUtical influence 
with the millions, and to run riot in speculation at the expense of men of wealth and 
property. What did Van Buren or his * followers' ever strive to carry through for 
the good of their country ? Who can fail to see that the removal of the deposites 
paved the way, and gave the means for the American Land Company, increased the 
Talne of other bank capital, and gave an impetus to stock-jobbing t 

Mr. Jesse Hoyt is, in his way, a Pizarro of the north — ^nay more he is a Cortex. 
The latter tortured the Emperor of Mexico, that he miffht get gold— the former 
tormented and beggared merchants of high standing in Naw York, for a Uke rea- 
son. Pizarro's nuing passion, like that of Hoyt and Butler, was gain. If the 
Spaniards got the treasure of Peru, Mr. Hoyt had the Custom House treasury and 
New Potosi. The bible, through the priest, was the signal for the wanton massacre 
of the Inca's army, by a band of greedy fanatics, and Uie robbers of Atahualpa asF- 
sembled to divide the spoils of an innocent people, procured by deceit, extortion and 
cruelty, distributing the wages of iniquity after a solemn invocation of the name of 
God ! Mr. Van Buren, when he had atuined the seat of Clinton, writes to Hoyt 
that he was to depend on '* Providence,*' in his crusade against the treasures of us 
Americans, native and adopted ; and this was vexj much, too, in the line of Butlei^- 
but the Hoyts did not deal in the nonsense of mvoking heaven as the patron of 
villainy. This much as my introduction to Jesse Hoyt, in Georgia, diggmg for 
hidden treasures in New. Potosi. 

In Dec. 1830, Mr. H. McAllister wrote to R. Ward, Hoyt's law partner in Wall 
street, mentioning a man of science who miffht be emplyed in the gold region, ex- 
amining a tract. Soon after Jesse Hoyt and others bought ' a gold mine.' On the 
15th of May 1831 , this McAllister and a Mr. Rich'd J. Arnold wrote from Savannah, 
that New Potosi was ** the most astonishing place in all the gold region.** On the 
3d of June, the original value of *' New Potosi" was increased from $27,000 to 
$ 38,000 — and such a bungling accountant was Hoyt, that he and his partners, in 
giving their ' cash and notes* tor an increased share, signed for $6500 instead of 
$2880. On the 11th, Hoyt wrote Arnold, '' If we shoi^d be offered $ 100,000 
(for the mine) we should not know what we were selling." On Sept. 19, Hoyt 
proposed to ask Georgia to incorporate the gold miners near Gainesville— with 
shares — ^personal irresponsibility, &c. The legislature, at Milledgville, was ap- 
plied to, accordingly, but Arnold and McAllister wrote from that place — ^' The 
stupidity of the majority of the members of he legislature surpasses conception"— 
half of them dont know what a corporation means — and a failure is apprehended. 
Judge Berrian, who had been Jackson's Attorney General, was friendly, they say, 
to their scheme. Nov. 27, McAllister wrote Ward and Ho3rt, in great dudgeon, 
of course, that after three days struggle in the Senate their gold mine incorporation 
bill had been thrown out. Berrian had done all he could, but *' the besotted 
ignorance and and the blind and foolish envy of the majority, have carried the day." 
The Georgians would incorporate them, he added, but were so stujnd as to desire 
to mend their bill by making '* the individual property of each stocknolder liable for 
the debts of the corporation," (so that if the conoem ahodd have defaulters the 
public might not be cheated.) But, quoth McAllister, it was to ffet rid of personal 
responsibility that we sought legislative assistance. One day Uiey only lost by 
three, and the next day gained over seven members — ^bu,t in Georgia the people 
like to see what is doing in their name, and it is the law there, as it should be 
everywhere, that, previous . to a 3d reading, every bill, public and private must be 
published, and wait public opinion a certain time before it can pass. This proviso 
killed Hoyt's Potosi— the people saw the thing — ^they wrote their agents that they 
did not like it — and said McAllister — ** on Monday twenty intelligent members 

in advivlof tall Taokees to wed Indian siu&wa to ImproTO the papooee eyitem of rearing our youth. 
I abould not wonder to eee Van Buren vet quote Jeffenon where he save that it waa a ^tchman (Donglae) 
who uufht him, and that another Caledonian (Small) probably fixed the destiniea of hie life, by way of 
showing that we owe the Declaration of Independence, indirectly at leaet, to immigration from North 
Britain. 

The writer know* that Mr. Van Buren ie necretly etralning all hie powers to get back to Washington as 
head of the state, but the budget of ways and means he has not seen. The result would be worse than his 
third rubber, when-- 

Ritchie, to gull the populace, fluttered like a stool pigeon ; 

Hoyt fumished funds, Dick Dans wind, and BuUer the Religion. 
Ben Butler the BeligTon ! 



CORPORATIONS — THE MANHATTAN BANK — SLAVERY. 121 

contended against prejudice, ignorance and the d 1 folly ever exhibited in a 

Senate .... this rascally apology for a legislature. Heave this infernal place to- 
morrow morning." The worthy corporator, that would have been, was really out 
of temper — talked in his letter of ** the asses here who bray for the public," and 
reminded Hoyt that Mexico allows no special incorporations. 

A fraternal hug from the enlightened democracy of this Union will probably 
achieve what Burr and his brother reformers, with Sandoval and Cortez, failed in — 
and the land of Montezuma rejoice in religious liberty, as we understand it, slaves, 
(who may ilot read, write or marry, but be scourged, shot, sold and tortured,*) 
charters, banks, stocks, a Wall street of brokers, irresponsible corporations, patriot 
Van Burens and pious Butlersi It will not bo necessary, as in Georgia, to print 
gold mine bills before they pass 'em. 

Thomas Moore impertinently asks, 

Who can. with patience, for a moment aee 
The roedlej mass of pride and roieerr, 
Of whips and charters, manaclta and righUf 
Of slaving blacks and democratic whites 9 

No matter — ^he don't travel in Mexico. 

Eleven bars of Potosi gold was sent to Hoyt from the mine, and, Feb. 14, 1833, 
Arnold and McAllister wrote that the mine must not be sold under $ 150,000. A 
charter was got for the concern at Albany this year. Grov'r Throop's people know 
more than the Georgians. March. 17, and 25, Arnold and McAllister wrote that 
Dr. Boyd, a person of great skill, and hired at $50 a month, had stated distinctly 
that '* New Potosi woidd yield $20,000 per annum, net profit," but the doctor 
could not conscientiously recommend capitalists to go as high as $ 200,000 in an 
investment. 

Sometime since a bill in equity, as they call it, was filed before Judge Betts, on 
behalf of the U. S. against Jesse and Lorenzo Hoyt, Jesse and Thos. Oakley, 
Thaddeue Phelps, Sdc., for the better protection of Jesse Hoyt's large estates in 
New York, Maiyland, and Illinois. Why didn't they include Georgia, so as to 
embrace *• New Potosi? " 

I believe I saw B. F. Butler set down among the borrowers of ''the depositee" 
from the Manhattan Bank ; and at the time that Hoyt got the collectoro^^ his (But- 
ler's) brother's name wsb not in the best possible repute in Wall street, owing to 
western land speculations. $ 30,000 was what the brothers Butler owed the Man- 
hattan at the blow up. What then! John G. Coster owed $256,426 — ^Campbell 
P. White (who voted for the removal to New York, &c. of the specie, or was 
elsewhere on a division,) and son $ 172,498 — James McBride $75,799 — ^and Thos. 
Sufiem $57,698. These were directors, and they borrowed over half a million of 
dollars. No matter. The money would enable them to help the merchants liber- 
ally, at a rate somewhat below cent per cent. It was proper, quite proper, that C. 
P. White should preside at the great Van Buren (1843) meeting in the Park, and 
he did so. Why were not Coster and McBride among tne secretaries? The State, 
too, lent the Manhattan $700,000. Who was it understood was to borrow that 

* It would seem that negro slavery condemns to brutal ignorance the wretched blacks, while it fean 
eren to instruct the whites. There is rery little immigration to the slave region from foreign countries, 
ret the census of 1840, showed that (in round numbera) there are. inTenneesee 66.000— in Virginia 69.000— 
In Oeorna 31.000— in North Carolina 57,000-in Kentucky 4O,00O-in Alabama 23,000-andln South Car- 
olina 20,000 free white persons, each of them over twenty yeara of age, who can neither read nor write ! 
The alaTe>holding south trembled when it was proposed to reduce our postage rates to five cents, although 
Eoglknd had reduced hers to two. Young Van Buren's brother-in-law, Senator McDuffie, opposed cheap 
postage and advocated the measure so ardently desired by America's enemies, a dissolution of the Union. 
Failing in that, we are to have more ignorance and more slavery. Free discussion must be put down by 
force in Kentucky, lest her 40,000 illiterate whites should take a lancy to learn their A, B, C— and slavery 
must extend its arms over Mexico, In part, at the risk of a general war, In order that the slave power of 
the south may be able to offer a better bargain to its mock-democratic allies in the north, through whose 
means it has hitherto warred against free institutions. I do not wish to force the slave states to abolish 
slavery— but I dislike to see Texas added to the vast area thus cursed. Slavery is, must be, the deadly foe 
of intelligence and American freedom, and yet it leagues its interests with the worst of the northern politU 
cians ; and the Presidency, the Senate, the ^preme Court, the Army, and the Navy move, but as instru- 
ments to extend and perpetuate its power. It perpetuates Ignorance in the south, and checks reform 
everywhere. South Carolina, through her able leader, Mr. Calhoun, boldly avows principles which strike 
at the very roots of the tree of liberty. I see much to admire in Mr. Calhoun, but his recent correspon- 
dence on slavery, Texas, kc., contains doctrines more arbitrary and severe than the veriest aristocrat 
in England would dare to acknowledge. 

16 



122 VAN BUBBN AND THB WA6BINOTON AND WABBSN HANK. 

out again, John* Van Baren faahion? The report of March 14, 1840, is rather 
brief on such mattera. The Manhattan made stock loans, too. In 1836, they had 
$ 2,800,000 lent out to favorites on fancy stocks pledged to the hanks. Who can 
wonder any longer at the scramble there is to set hold of the proceeds of taxation 
laid on the people, and at the interest that was felt by the fidthiul to exchange C. P. 
Van Ness for that regular dealer and initiated democrat, C. W. Lawrence? 
Barnabas Bates, pensioner of the Custom House, owed the Manhattan nearly 
$10,000~S. & M. Allen $66,000— W. G. Bucknor $37,000^and Robert 
White $20,000. The spoils were carefully kept in the family. Goy'r Maxey 
borrowed of that reputable concern the New Hope Bridge Co., and B. F. Butler 
left his i o u for $ 5452 with the Baltimore life aad Trust Co. Robert White, the 
Cashier, was soon afler tried on a charge of petit larceny and embectlement, and 
purloining the bank's loan book. Mr. Butler, if I remember, was for the people, 
and Judffe Ingraham charged the jury — they agreed to disaffree — and perhaps the 
new trial is postponed to take its turn afler those of Price, Hoyt, Swartwout, &c. 
The American Land Company was formed in 1835, and was a natural result of 
the successful scramble of Van Buren and his friends for the possession of the 
national treasure in 1834. The Albany Journal quotes John Van Buren, Silas 
Wright, Croswell and Burt, as among its stockholders there. Charles Butler, bro- 
ther of Benjamin F., was a trustee. The intention of Messrs. Butler and Wright 
to boy the public lands — ^the very best of them — as cheap as possible — with the 



* It would aeem aa if nothing that la corrupt In the political world could be completed without Hoyt, 
Tan BursD, or Butler t^v^iQf anand In it, some way or other. In the early part of this volume are BuV 
lar'a lattera, recommendlnf Hoyt to Barker for a cashier to the Bank of Niagara at BuflUo. laaac Q. 
Leake, Mr. Van Buren'a editor of the Albany Ai^gua, was its first cashier, and the notorious Isaac Kibbe Ita 
preaident. Its parent was Martin Van Buren. 

On the 14ih of Feb. 1816, the bill to charter this bank was referred to Jacob Barkv and two othera, in 
the N. Y. Senate, to report. Mar. 8, Uw bill n committee—Van Buren and Gantine rou for it — Barker 
kept below the bar. It prorided that 9400,000 should be the capital, and the bank to issue its notes as 
money whenever the directors, whom the biil namedy should see fii>-«ven before <Hie cent had been paid up 
of the stock, which could be called in ' by instalments.' The bank to divide {Nrofiis among the stock- 
holders, who were not to be responsible to the public for loss or mismanagement. The stock distrtbuticH), 
as usual, was left to 'our friends' as a fat job; if the*bank ftiiled it might stop and start afresh; and 
tX3» it (the bank) was not compelled to par specie for its notes. «p3 The bill passed the Senate, but tha 
Council of Revision refused to agree to it, because it did not contam a clause providing for the redemption 
of its bills in gold and silver. April 10, 1816, Attorney General Van Buren, in Senate, said the bill was 
better without a specie- paying clause, and tried to persuade two-thirds of the Senators so to vote, and 
moved to pass the bill in spite of the Council. (See Senate Journal, p. 236.) The Senate refused to do 
this, and the specie clause was inserted. Van Buren a^in voted for the bill which became a bad law, pil- 
li^ed the farmera and tradera, broke down In 1819, paid 10 or 12 cents per dollar, and its cashier took the 
chair of Van Buren's press, the Argus. It started again, ks ptresidsnt was Indicted for cheating, Barksr 
was to have SA.OOO for procuring a 425,000 loan to keep It agoing, but it broke again before aid could get 
to BuflTilo. Kibbe, its tlrst president, was a Burrite, concerned in the fraffds by which the Merchants' 
Bank Charter passed In 1805, and one of ' the lobby.' (General Sirartwout writes, (18^ « My Dear Mo^ 
rlson— The Dutchess must pass the House on Tuesdav, and youra [the Chemical Bank] will pass the 
Senate on Wednesday, certain. See Kibbb as soon after dinner as jpossible — he knows the cords to pull 
upon, and will carry you triumphantly throush. Tour friend, Rob. Swartwout." 

Mr. Van Buren's bank initiated the BuffUo people, who had become such proficients In the mystsriss 
that thirteen banks have broken down in that place since, cheating the weaver of cloth and the grower of 
wheat, wool, ftc., out of at least three millions of doUara. ^ 

In an Albany Argus, extra, of Nov. 24, 1824, I find the report of a joint committee of the Senate and 
Assembly of N. Y. on the Chemical Bank charter, Mr. Sudam, chairman, and it affords additional proof 
that the administration of justice, the puritv of which forms the foundation stone of American Institutions, 
needs the Investigations ofa Convention of the Slate. 

*' In the inquiry instituted by the committee, to discover if any member of the leglalature had been 
Improperly Influenced in his vote, it became necessary to examine Mr. Morrison and the agents employed 
by him. And the evidence thus elicited, is certainlv far from creditable to any of the persons engaged, 
Including Mr. Morrison ; to see men holding judicial stations, and othera claiming rank In society, con- 
gregate at the seat of government, for the purpoee of letting themselves out, for such rewards as may be 
extorted from tha fean or the hopes of applicants to the legislature, must be a source of deep regret to all 
who respect the purity of legislation. But when it appeare that the votes of membere of the %ialature, 
are actually pledged by the Lobby, without the meet distant communication with them, and oy these 
means rumora are spread abroad, implicating the legislature, and all for the purpose of cxtosUng mooey 
from a desperate or timid man, it becomes the sacred duty of the legislature, to expose to the public the 
names 'of the individuals who are guilt v. The testimony discloses the names of Wm. McDonald, now of 
Waterford, Col. Mather, of Rensselaer^^Aaron Hackley, late first judee of St. Lawrence. Halsey Rogere, 
first judm of the county of Warren, Ward B. Howard, of the city of New York, Isaac Kibbe, of Bu&o, 
Thomas Maichin, of Montgomery, Cten. Carpenter, of Tioga, W. J. C3aldwell, of New York, A. Moody, of 

New York, Cornelius Masten, of Pen Yan, and (3en. Swartwout, of New York What (in the 

opinion of the committee) constitutes the moral rullt, and deserves to be severely censured, is the practice 
of persons regularly meeting at Albany, fitom vanous parts of the State, to make it a business to lend their 
aid 'for pay* to any application, and opporing applicationt, unless they are paid to be encouraeed or 
tolerated, thus obstructing the regular course of legislation, and casting suspicion as to the purity of lefis- 

latlve acts Fowerful indeed must the consideration be, which can Induce men of standing in 

society to leave their fomilias for a whole winter, and devota themselves for hire to the will of tWr 
employsr." 
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deponteB, fantuhed by the people— and then aell them to the people aa high aa 
poasible. Millions of dollata were thus inTested — and private lettera are now before 
me atating the names of persons who would have cleared millions by the apecnla- 
tion, had not 1837 and its events interfered. 

laentenant Governor Root, in his speech in the N. Y. Senate, on the Snb-Treft- 
sury, 7th February, 1840, thns describes this vast monopoly. 

" A great American lAnd Company was formed, conaiating of Government officers and their friends. Ita 
articles of association were wrftten by the Attorney Generalof the United States, (Butler], and bis brother 
was placed at the head of it as President. 

By the terms of the Specie Circular, a receipt for money paid into the Treasury was receirable at the land 
offices in payment for lands. 

There was a Banic at Washington, known as the Bank of the Metropolis. This Bank was in bad rsputa. 
Its stock was greatly below par, and it was understood to be In danger of lailure, when it was taken uflder 
the protection of the Government, and made a depoaite Bank. The stock, much of which had been bought 
In by the speculators, who were in the secret, at a low rate, immediately rose 20 and even 20 per cent, 
above per. 

A draft on this Bank, made by one of the ' American Land Company,' would be presented, the kegs of 
■pecie loaded on to a carman's cart, taken across tlis street to the Treasury, the treasurer's receipt ptocursdi 
aad the kegs returned without being unloaded. 

The certificate was good fur land. The Yankee speculators, with their pockets full of eastern notes, 
could not buy an acre. The company with their specie certificates, could purchase all Chicago, and the 
■arrcmnding country. Other speculators were compelled to buy off this ' American Land Company.' 
Eastern notes were worth mors than specie, for exchange was in lavor of the Atlantic cities. Ana thara 
was another speculation." 

Of course the American Land Ckimpanjr did not settle their lands — they only took 
the Irish Middleman's place, and held their purchases at a high price for die farmera' 
sons to buy up, imd settle. Within twelve months, twenty four millions of acres of 
the public lands were bought on speculation, much of it by this combination of ava- 
ricious harpies. The usual quantity sold in a year is one or two millions. 

Bank Presidents, Cashiers, and Directors, in great numbers, joined the vile con- 
cern ; and the people's money, raised from them by taxation at the Custom Houses, 
waa thus made the meana of taxing them over again when they emigrated to the 
western wilderness. Van Huron's hand was felt everywhere. 

Thomaa Jefferson was originally rich — his father was also opulent. He and 
Madison and Monroe left office and died poor. Vhn Buren started with low cun- 
ning, and party machinery as a capital, in lieu of money — Aaron Burr, who waa 
the father of the Maqjiattan Bank, being his tutor — and he is now immensely rich. 
In 1819 he found it necessary to borrow $ 1000 from the State, which was not paid 
in 1834, nor the interest. You may now go for §0 miles round Kinderhook, and 
even up to Oswego, and you will be continually meeting Vith his farms, lots, &c. 
Perhaps he is worth, the equivalent of Samuel Swartwont's default. In early 
vonth he was the poorest of the poor— his father kept a email public house. Had 
he risen by other means than I have described, who would not honor him ? 

Mr. John Van Buren is now most active, in his capacity of Attorney General, 
endeavoring to bring to punishment the anti-renters of Columbia, Delaware, Al- 
bany, and Rensselaer countiea, as traitors, conspiratora, murderers, &c. Did not 
his father, when an Attorney at Hudson, do much towards laying the foundation of 
these troubles, by assuring the farmers that their landlords were in error, and 
canvassing for Senator in the Middle District against E. P. Livingston, in 1811, as 
the champion of these tenants? In 1830, a sketch of Mr. Van Huron's life, by 
Butler, appeared in the Albany Argns, in which the anti-rent difficulties, of 1807, 
feadal tenures and a *' particular hostility" to Van Buren, by the Van Rensselaera 
and Livingstons, were adverted to, and their '* baronial prerogatives" sneered at. 
Mr. Van Buren is said to have fanned the flame by anonymous essays in the Hud- 
son papers, in which the title of the Livingstons to their manor lands in Columbia 
connty waa vehemently attacked— and then to have appeared aa the lawyer and 
champion of the tenants in the courts, there contesting the claims he had advised 
them to set up. Finally, he is charged with deserting them and producing the ruin 
of many of them after he had, in May, 1813, attained his object of a seat in the 
Senate through their votes and influence. This may be true m whole or in part, 
or it may not. 

On this subject, the Northern Whig and the Hudaon paners of that day throw 
much light — and I will more fully diMoss it in another puolication. One extract 
fr&m the Northern Whig, copied also into the New York Herald, and the Evening 
roat of Oot. 31, I8I89 tnay suffice here. Judge Van Ness presided at the diomt 
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Court in ColomliiA county that month ; the Distrkt Attamnf { Cli9iline)i was 4 
50 or 60 persons were ejected from their farms for rerasing to pay rent; the 
sheriff 's posse was ordered out ; Charles Truesdale was shot ; D. Wilkinson was 
sent four years to jail for shooting him ; John Reynolds, a magistrate, was heaTily 
fined, and also imprisoned ; and anti-rentism very severely punished. 

Thomas P. Grosvenor apjpeared for the State as prosecutor. He had been 
turned out by the Council of Appointment, and Moses I. Cantine, Van Buren's 
brother-in-law, appointed as the district attorney for Columbia, Greene, and Rens- 
selaer counties, in Feb. 1811. Moses was looking for a seat in the Senate, needed 
popularity, got the seat, and a poor instrument for bankcrafi he made. Van Buren 
then traiuiferred him to the Argus. 

Mr. Van Buren, like Cantine, was absent at the trying moment when his clients 
most needed his aid — and of this we copy verbatim what we fioid in the Hudson 
Whig and the N. Y. Post, as follows : 

" It \b the general receired opinion, and has erer teen our own firm belief, that theee people hare been 
operated upon bj others, whose situation In life, and whose duly to society, had demanded of them a vary 
dmerent line of conduct from what we believe to have been pursued. That this oppoailion in the Blanor 
has originated in politics, it is our fullest belief; and that they consider certain leaders of the democratic 
party in this city as their patrons In this business, would appear manifest from a convenation that took 
place daring tbs sitting of the court ; but In order to rslaia which, we must first eUle another fact, to wiv- 



that Mr. Van Buren, the Counsel for the Manor prisoners (and Senator elect from this district) i 

trials came on, was taken very suddenly ill and did not come Into court again until they were all over.- 
The moming on which Mr. Van Buren was taken ill, Mr. Jeremiah Shaver, the brother of John I. Shaver, 
on being inlormed of it, said in the itresence of five or six persons, that he told hi* brother wtontht ago, 
that thta would be the ease, when it came to the pincA, that that devil of devil* teouid abandon them. 
On being inquired of who he meant by thai dem o/devU*, he replied, trAy. thathUow Van Buren, We 
mantion this, not to insult Mr. Van Buren, or to accuse him if he is not guilty ; but if the Manor psople 
consider him as their patron in this business, and he really is such— it Ls proper that the public should 
have a right impression upon the subject. 

Then were twenty six persons indictad at this coiict for neglecting to co out upon Ihaffosse Into the 
Manor after being summoned for that purpose, who were fined from 15 to 26 dollars each. There were also 
60 or 60 persons ejected at this court from their farms upon the Manor, for refusing to pay their rents." 

Report assigns to Mr. Van Buren the authorship of so much of Silas Wriffht's 
mammoth messsfe as relates to the anti-renters. If so, let this chapter, and the 
recent tiiab at Hudson, be taken in the same connection.* 



CHAPTER XXX. 



Bishop and KembWs stoch-jotinng, L. Hayt^s efforts to stay the Harlaem MQ, 
Bartow chsconds, John W, Edmonds. Rspening a comdnnaHon. Gm/JbUng 
Judges, Joseph D. Beers on * Stock transactions,^ Lovett the Teller — how he 
closed his career, Charles L. Livingston y a gentle judge, 

A course of life, not very unlike that of Jesse Hoyt and John Van Buren's, sent 
John C. Kemble, a Senator of N. Y. to an early grftve, two years ago, in the in- 
sane hospital. " He grew up," says Noah, " a proteg^ of Governor Marcy," and 
while Senator was also editor and owner of the Troy Budget, formerly conducted 
by Mr. Marcy. He took his seat in the Senate in Jan. 1834, and in a speech on 
ihe Harlaem railroad, the year following, said that it was begotten of a Jew, bom 
of a Jew, owned by Jews, &c. Noah replied by charging him with offering to sell 
himself to the TJ. S. Bank, and of being bought with his seat in the Senate by Van 
Buren's friends. This Kemble denied. ** Does any man in his senses," said 
Noah, '* suppose that Kemble and Mack [a hungry, plunder loving tool] could be 
elected Senators without an order from the Albany junto 1 " 

Mr. Kemble, and Isaac W. Bishop, another State Senator — both of them de- 
voted followers of Mr. Van Buren — ^were charged in March, 1836, with fraudulent 

*I had written thus far, when I met with the N. Y. Evening Post of Fept. 6, 1845. stating that the trial 
of Dr. Boughton, tilia* big-thunder, an anii-renter, was proceeding before Judge J. W. Edmonds at Hudson — 
A. L. Jordan for the defence— John Y. Buren, Attomey-Oen'I. for the people — when, in the moming, in open 
court, a dispute arose between these lawyers, Jordan called \ . Buren a liar, V. Buren struck him, both rose 
and fought with their fisu, the judge ordered the sheriff to arrest tbam, adjourned the court and trial 24 
hours, and sent the two lawyers for that period to the common jail. The Tribune's correspondent, who 
heard the whole, says that in a dispute about the manner of examining a juror, Mr. V. B. said 'ona at a 
tlma.' Mr. Jordan replied, ' there is hut one ! ' Mr. V. R (excited and poaitive) ' that's ftlaa.' IV) thia 
Mr. Jordan answered. * that is a lie,' or some such word. Judge Edmonds admitted that he also had thus 
heard it, aD4 tha rsadar af Mr. Y. B's 18 lettara will not doubt it. 
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sloek speoalationa, and being coooemed with one Bartow, a ca^er in an Albany 
bank, who had plondered it and absconded. It was said that while a bill was in 
progress, in 1835, for extending the time to complete the Harlaem railroad, these 
two Senators rpsoWed to delay its passage until they conld buy some of the stock 
at a reduced rate. Their TQ|es did that, and they went to New York and pur- 
chased — ^then they let the biU pass. How far Jesse Hoyt and his brother Lorenzo 
were interested, if at all, in this move, I know not, but Bishop told the Senate, 
(Feb. 29, 1836) that he had had no understanding with any body, either to hurry 
or hinder the bill, '' except that Lorenzo Hoyty an intimate friend of Am, tpohe to 
him ' when the bill was ready ' for its final passa^^ and earnestly desired it to be 
delayed,^* and that one Hitchcock had said to him that he (H.) was employed to 
oppose it. 

LoTBtt, the Bank Teller, testified in Senate, that Cashier Bartow, before the 
passage of the bill had told him that he had an understanding with Senatora Bishop 
and Aemble, that they would raise such objectionB to the bill as would blind the 
eyes of the New Yorkers as to its pasrajre, until they had got things to suit them- 
selves, and then the bill would pass, l^e Senate published Bishop and Kemble's 
eight letters to Bartow, and they much resemble the style of Attorney General 
Van Buren's eighteen gambling epistles. Bishop speaks of " the result of the 
Utica stock which Hoyt was to deliver," but whether for himself or Van Buren is 
not stated. John W. Edmonds, then a Senator, and whom Silas Wriffht has just 
made a judge of, was also concerned. Bishop writes Bartow, from r^ew York, 
May, 25, 1835, '^ if we have been sucked, I extremely regret it was not to a much 
ffTMter extent We have about $20,000 of Berkshire. ED- 
MONDS, yourself and me yon need not fear that we are sudced." 

Three weeks before that, the directors of the Commercial Bank, Albany, state, that 
Mr. Esmonds, though he had no funds in the bank to meet it, drew a check on 
them for $5000, in favor of his brother. Cashier Edmonds, which tiie latter made 
payable to Olcott of the Mechanics and Farmers. On the 9th of May, uoon Bartow, 
the absconding officer's request, the $ 5000 were paid by the teller of the Commer- 
cial, though Eidmonds had never had any account there. On the 0th, Bartow en- 
doTsed on Edmonds's check, that $ lOOO had been received by him from £. on it, 
and Edmonds explained the matter to the bank by a long story about stocks and 
scrips, in which he was nrobably correct. Bishop and Aemble appear to have 
agreed that Bartow shoula lend them the funds or the bank secretly to speculate 
on, for the benefit of the three, iust as Hoyt and Swartwout speculated on the 
funds of the Custom House. Xemble writes Bartow, '' Olcott and Porter are 
here, dipping into the Utica." Bishop writes, '* Harlaem . • . is a damned 
bubble.'* **Seton is ferocious^ and sa3r8, by Gr— d he will never do * a clever 
thing,' again for such heartless scoundrels." And, Oct. 6, Kemble tells Bartow, 
to '' have all our stock on hand, so that we can sell it if we think proper, or oth- 
erwise RIPEN A COMBINATION." And this man was then IHpa Senator of 
N. Y. ! ! ! In May and June, Kemble and Bishop's checks were paid by csshiei 
Bartow, who, on the 28th of Sept. made a false credit on the bank books, of a pre- 
tended deposite of cash in the Bank of America. 

The ** combination " of the senators and others to raise the prices of the Harlaem 
stock, is correctly described in the Senate's Committee's Report, April 26, 1830, 
as ^' a secret and artful conspiracr to cheat" In this case it raised the stock to 
$ 105 per share — and when it failed, down went the stuck below $80-— the result 
uoLj be inferred. 

In the N. Y. Circuit Court, on Jacob Barker's trial, N. Y. Evening Post, July 
6, 1827, Barker askes Joseph D. Beers, another of the fraternity of stock-iobbera 
with whom Wetmore, Hoyt, and ** the party " have been long intimately con- 
nected — 

" Did you ever aell stock on contnct, and aall it witlwm ownine it f Yes, fraquentlj. To what amoanl f 
Not rery larfs at any one time. Do others do it 9 Tea. Li ft a common practice amonr Broken and 
SiockHlealerB 7 It is. Sometimes to large amounts f Saj three or four hundred thouinnd dollars 1 Yes. 
Whether the amount he large or small, is it like other business, onlj the diflbreoce between a wholesale 
and rsiall dealer? That is all. Are not such contracu entirelj regulated hr the prospect of profit f I 
make no other calculation, than whether or not I can fhlflll to adraotage. Is it not rwy common to settle 
such contneto by pajing or receiring the diftraooe without then being any stock received or daliTersd f 
It is very eamnioa to settle in that way." 
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Seth Staples inunediatoly said, and said traly — * ' I think it a TiUainons trans- 
action." We perceive one of its results in the Harlaem stock combination. Fraud 
caused the ruin of thousands— and Senators, the protectors of innocence, were fore* 
most to prey on the unwary ! I do not see Edmonds's name in the testimony on 
the combination — but was he not the confederate of three of the chief oonspiiatorSy 
eng^ed with them heayily in stock-jobbing ? Are not the $ 6,000 check and the 
$ 20,000 Berkshire, curious transactions, ul things considered — and of a man, too, 
of whom Mrs. Butler had said — ** So fax as pauperism is a qualification and recom- 
mendation to the faTor of a party, surely yotf will give in to " lO* John W. Ed- 
moods, who when she wrote was Van Buien's decided leader in the Senate of New 
York. 

Mr. Alexander H. Lovett, the Teller of the Commercial Bank, did not run away 
with Bartow. He gave evidence, Mardi 3, 1836, in Senate, that he paid Bartow's 
checks on the bank, knowing he had no funds, and falsely reported Bishop ^ 
Kemble'e checks «< AS THE BILLS OF OTHER BAI^S," from April 1835 
until September. 

I do not wonder that the Lonff Island clerk put $ 50,000 of the Brooklyn Bank 
money in his breeches pocket. When he found that Jiovett was retained by the 
Albany Commercial, what might he not expect to succeed in ! The Directors 
kept Lovett, and in a late Allnny Evening Journal, we hear of his confession to 
Bartow's successor that when these villainies of 1835 were transacted he had 
robbed the bank of $ 4000, and that he had kept on^, cheating the ill-managed con- 
cern, till his robberies had got up to $40,000 ; and had forged daily statements in 
the Teller*s books, speculated largely in the lottery, and was now ready to shoot 
himself, &c. Of course, he was held to bail, and being of the Hoyt, Swartwout, 
Price, &c., dass, it is presumed (as Butler said of j^untleroy) that New York 
justice will not reach him. His connections are too respectable to aUow him to be 
treated like common wdgar pereons. When he saw Charles L. Livingston, Hoyt's 
particular friend, and one of Swartwout's bail, willing to sit with Isaac W. Bishop 
m Senate— willing to own that corrupt senators may be sent back to receive the 
judgment of their electors— willing to vote that Bishop <* had been guilty of moral 
and official misconduct "-^nd unwilling to vote that he '' is unworthy of a seat in 
this body, and is hereby expelled," who can wonder at his subsequent career? 
Kemble, like Jasper Ward, decently withdrew from the cares of legislation, but 
Senator Livingston thought that Bishop, though " guilty of moral and official mis- 
conduct," was a good enough judge in the courts of impeachments and errors, and in 
Senate, where judges are made and disallowed. 

If the history of our Bank legislation in 1805, with its blows, knock-downs, 
wholesale bribery, and foul atrocity, could be plsced on the uble of every man and 
woman in our State, it would be seen at a glance that the Chemical Bank, Lom- 
bard Co., Bishop and Kemble, Ho)t and other transactions of our day, an but 
clumsy repetitions of the stock-jobbing commencements forty years since. K I 
can but aid in rousing the manly virtue of the millions to insist on a real remedy, I 
will not have Uved in vain. 

Livingston and his friends resolved to stand by their colleague. Bishop, and 
Young and Van Schaick resigned, with a wish that they had had the power to 
maik the fiuse of each member of the majority of that day, pro bono publico. 

It was probably as much owing to Bennett and Noah, especially the former, 
through an article written by himidfy in Sept. 1835, that attention was drawn to 
this albir. Bennett and Noah had quarrel^ with Van Buren and his followers, 
their natural associates, and having made them feel their influence were received 
back into the Kinderkook I'un^fe, where we may as well leave them. 

The Commeieial Bank lost $ 188,015 by Bartow's frauds ; besides $ 17,380 on 
&lse credits allowed Edmonds and others, which the directors expected to collect 
** by legal enforcement or otherwise." 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Custom House BuUders, Watson E. Lawrence^ Politics and Cement. Waiter 
Bourne and the 1th Ward Bank, Bowne^s Salary as Commissioner. $ 879,500 
of Custom House Deposites. Van Buren Cemen^. Bourne and Morgan on N. Y. 
Banking. 

His name enrolled with the other worthies of the Van Bnren school, we will 
find, at the State Conventions, held somewhere beyond Little Falls, Mr. Watson 
£. Lawrence. Mr. Lawrence dealt in cement, bnt the cement which kept him, 
hke Cornelias W., straight in the democratic nath, was probably of a more adhe- 
siTe character than that with which he supplied the Custom House of N. Y., 
a structure which cost $ 1,300,000, including the prioe of the ground on which 
it was built. Although Watson £. was not the lowest bidder among the burners 
of water lime he was (as Quackenboss would say) " with us in polities." 

'* Gentlemen," said Thomas T. Woodruflf, the builder, to the Commissioners, a 
man in whose skill they declare to the Secretary of the Treasury they have the 
faUest confidence — *' Gentlemen," said he, Nov. 4, 1834, *' The cement now using 
at the Custom House is a very poor article, and not fit to be used. I have ntade 
experiments with at least ten different bags — some better than others, but NONE 
of It is fit for use." 

The Commissioners, Walter Bowne, Elisha Tibbets, and Daniel Jackson, knew 
more about cement than Woodruff. Him they removed, but stuck fast to Lawrence, 
who was paid $20,000, nearly, for his cement, with some profit, let us hope, to 
himself and family. 

In the Legislature of N. Y., Assembly, Jan. 14, 1837, among the petitions 
presented was one from Watson £. Lawrence, Daniel Jackson, ana others, for a 
charter to the Washington Bank, to be located in New York. The Contractor and 
Commissioner must have had money to lend. 

On the 4th of July, 1837, Lawrence was a leading signer of the letter sent by the 
Conservatives to Senator Tallmadge. In August he was Chairman of the Corres- 
ponding Committee of that party in New York, and in pursuance of instructions 
from John L. Graham and ueorge D. Strong wrote to Allen of the Madisonian for 
his principles. '* Conservative " was the answer, on which Watson E. and his 
friends warmly recommended the Madiwnian to all good conservatives. 

Time works wonders. Watson E. began to see that power having passed to M. 
Van Buren, Jesse Hoyt & Co., they had veered round for the present to the hard 
money, anti-monopoly, loco foco side. Accordingly on the 26th Sept., at a 15th 
ward meeting to choose delegates, &c., at which Watson E. was one chosen, Jesse 
Hoyt being president, Barnabas Bates [Custom House,] and E. G. Sweet [Custom 
House,] passed resolutions, approving of '* The Message " in toto, and resolving 
'* that the monopoly conservatives cannot delude nor deceive the dejQnocracy of this 
ward " — ^that Bank and State must be disunited — ^that the vast emissions of paper 
by state chartered banks had done mischief— «nd that hard dollars must be paid for 
revenue. 

Mr. Watson E. Lawrence is a fair specimen of Van Burenism. Like 0'Gimlet*s 
finger post, he is ready to be turned round any way, [provided he can continue 
contractor for Custom House cement.] 

Walter Bowne, says Coleman of the Evening Post, was originally a federalist, 

but afterwards a director of the Manhattan Co. He was on the Grand Jury, in 

1805, when it thwarted the corrupt legislature of that year, and would not &id a 

bill against Cheetham for libel in exposing the bank bribery to which Senate and 

Assembly had succumbed. In 1816 he was elected to the Senate of New York, 

where he unfortunately fell into the toils of Van Buren and Butler, and joined the 

Regency. The Post says he was dressed in a suit of green, and looked as if he 

would speak, but didn't. 

He looks 10 wise, to gnve, so wondroos grim, 
Hifl rery ahadow feeiot afraid of him. 

After the Chemical Bank knavery had been exposed he voted to preserve th0 
charter, and when Clinton's wisdom and patriotism had ahnost completed the Erie 
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Canal, Bowne voted to expel him from the Canal Board. He fathertd Butler's re- 
port aj^ainat nominations by the people, and was one of 17 Senators who prevented 
the election of president ffoing to the people, in 1624. Of course he was for Craw- 
ford, and Anti- Jackson, though when the latter got power, no meaner prayer 
reached him for a share of the public plunder in the shape of deposites, than that 
signed, 16 Dec. 1833, by Walter Bowne, president 7th Ward Bank, and by W. 
S. Coe, Henry Ogden, J. A. Whiting, G. liopkins, &c., directors. *' We, &c., 
friends of the admimstratiofiy and of the revered chief at the head of the government j 
do solicit a portion of the fiscal patronage of the if. S. Dreastuy, for the 7th Ward 
Bank." They got it, too. 

The 7th Ward Bank got a leffislative charter in 1832, Walter Bowne, President 
— and when the new Custom Honse was to be boilt, Conffress voted money, pro- 
vided for commissioners, but prescribed not the duties. Walter Bovnie was made 
a commissioner, and disbursing agent. Van Buren's influence secured to his bank 
the job of receivintr from the treasury and paying out in its notes the money for the 
Custom House. From Feb. 1834 to Dec. 1840, $879,500 passed through the 7th 
Ward Bank — and besides the compensation to Ringgold, Jackson, Tibbets, and 
the other commissioners, Bowne had $8 per day, Sundays and week days, winter 
and summer — ^in all, from $ 16,000 to $20,000 were paid him by government for 
his occasional attendance, at the erection of this heavy, clumsy, inconvenient job. 

'Paid him' did I say? That's wronff. He took it. Walter Bowne, as Com'r, 
waiting for no other Com'rs to sit on his individual bills, for form's mke, if not 
for decency, audited them himself, receipted his ovni bills, handed his voucher to 
himself, approved of it, and gave himself, as Com'r, a check on his own bank, where 
the cash lay, which his clerk entered at the Custom Honse, and his teller (R. S. 
Bowne — all in one family) paid at the bank. Friend Woodbury took care that the 
bank should, like Sam and '* Jessika," be well provided with '* the fiscal patron- 
age" it had so greedily craved. In Deo. 1834, it had $26,000 of a balance on 
hand->$ 120,000 in Jan. 1836— in July $90,000— and on 3d Sept. over $120,- 
000. Of course, a job was intended, for, of $ 70,000 drawn from the treasury in 
Feb. 1834, $ 26,000 remained in Dec, and $ 11,000 next year in March ! When 
$30,000 lay in bank, Sept. 3, 1836, $ 100,000 more were drawn for by Walter 
and deposited — and of this, $110,000 to $ 60,000 were on hand, or lent to specnls- 
tors Math whom there was Uie right understanding, till July 1837. When, this 
wretched concern refused to pay specie for its bills or other debts in May 1837, it 
had of Custom House building cash, $60,000, and got $50,000 more in July 
thereafter! Corrupt, greedy, mshonestly ambitious men stuck to Van Buren, be- 
cause they saw, that, let public prosperity sink or swim, he would see that his 
legion of followers had a surfeit of public plunder. Don't suppose that on these de- 
posites a cent of interest was paid.* 

In Nov. 1834, Geo. D. Strong wrote the Com'rs, desiring that a part of the 
Custom House building money might be left for safe keepmg at his bank, the 
Commercial. Bowne knew better. Not one dollar ! 

* The reader mar think, perhans, that I have apoken with too little napect of auch a venerable and honoi^ 
ed citisea aa Mr. Bowne— but ia ft ao 7 Thank heaven, I am free of the suspicion of nudice, for in no form 
had I at any time any dealing! with him. Let the above aketch be considered, however, and then add the 
fact that the Tammany Hall annual addreai, previoua to the Nov. electiona of 1838, Meaan. Bowne and 
John I. Morgan lent auch sentiments as are quoted below, the sanction of their names and presence as Vice 
Preaidents at the meeting which adopted them, Wm. M. Price being chief speaker (previous to his Gallic 
Hegin and abdication ) 

'^We consider privileged fraud and privlla^ credit aa synonymous terms expressing one identical evil. . 
. . . The Bank has committed a privileged mud in exacting interest upon its own debtii, and in thus render- 
ing the creditor a debtor. That the 929 banking companies should be content with this ubiquitous, 

boundless, absolute, and irresponaible power of fraud, without combining to usurp the legialative and execu- 
tive powera of the general government, would aeem to be but a reaaonwle request By aecuring the 

payment and disbursement of tlie national revenue In the refnibllcan coin, we keep a still greater amount of 
the true standard of value In the counti^, and thus batter enable those fraudulent institutions, the banka, to 
redeem their promises than tliey could if let to the aelfdestructiveness of their own operations." 

Mr. Bowne presided where it was in plain terms resolved, that his 7th Ward Bank was a " dangerous and 
fraudulent" concem-^iis notes a cheat— and the banks of the Union, as conducted by such as he, swindling 
institutions. He approved of the whole, and sent it forth in the Post with his name attached. Where was 
his self-respect in this I What did he not admit to his own shame? If the above assertions were true, 
why was Peter Robinson hung, and the kiUinc of Suydam, the bank president, adjudged murder ? If 
oreanized banking is a consniracy against American liberty and property, and Mr. Bowne says it is so, 
what was the use of the triala of Barker^ Hyatt and the Lamberts m 1826-7 1 They ware but parts of a sys- 
tem, and yet made scape goata. 
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Custom House minutes, Building Com'rs office, Aug. 6, 1838. — ^* Present Wal- 
ter Bowne, Esq. — Ordered [by Bowne] that the following cheeks be drawn [on 
fiowne's bank,] viz : For Walter Bowne [that's me, too !] Services from 1st of Jan. 
to Ist Aug. $ 1696. And « Services," 1 Mar. '35 to 15 Ap'l. '37, 666 davs, at 
$8, $5328. Dec. 15, 1840. « Services," 441 days, at $8~$3528. Delight* 
ful simplicity ! What did they give him 'as bank president 1 How much stock 
did he get to make 15 per ct out of at commencement ? What sum was he to 
draw out of the funds to share with, or did he share? Upright ^ consistent, demo- 
cratic Walter Bowne ! 

Walter was nephew to Robert Bowne, who kept his store in Queen street, New 
York, nearly 60 years ago. His family were Quakers — ^he is, therefore, it is pre- 
sumed, a Hickory Quaker, like C. W. Lawrence. In 1828 he was appointed 
Mayor of New York, and held the office five years. His daughter is the wife of 
John W. Lawrence of Flushing, and his son Nathan is reported to be very rich. 

Mr. Bowne is not too generous. It required two thirds of the Senate of N. Y. 
in Feb. 1824, to pass a bill, to give^iublic relief to many deserving persons whose 
property was burnt and destroyed last war — and the Assembly had passed such a 
bill. Twenty-two Senators said Yea when it came to them — Walter Bowne and 
two others, " Nay." 

Walter was a delegate to the bucktail convention at Herkimer, in 1828, which 
nominated Van Buren as Governor. I wish the people would look as steadily to 
the great intereots of the many as this old man does to the worldly gains of " Mr. 
Walter Bowne." 
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Revenue returns at N. Y. Hoyt^s Embezzlements. Daring attempt to defraud the 
U. S. out of $ 63,000. Ogden and Phillips* s concealment ofSuitrtwovt^s conduct, 
MUhons of defalcations not yet looked into. Why should we seek to trace them f 
The Naval office, hy Coe and Throop, a base deception. Fleming^s evidence. 

After all the attention which, with the information before me, I could give the 
question, I have come to the conclusion that there are powerful reasons for further 
enquiry whether Mr. Hoy t's embezzlement of the j^ublic revenue has been limited to 
$220,000, and upward; whether he, at sapae time receiving an income of over 
$40^000 a year from his office, did not connive at yet greater errors ? 

Jesse Hoyt collected in 1839, from $47,113,697 worth of goods subject to vari- 
ous rates of duty, $14,642,408. In 1840, he only collected $6,990,643 on 
$ of dutiable imports, which shows a foiling off in duties at New 

York alone, of $7,651,765, or far more than one half the amount received the year 
before. My opinion, after much consideration given to the subject, and for more 
reasons than I shaU state here, is, that this is a false statement of the real revenue 
of 1840, and perhaps, in a lesser degree, of 1839. The No. of entries in Sept. 
1840, was 3,930— m 1839 they were 3,753. 

In 1827, the importations at N. Y. were, value, $41,441,000. In 1839, 
$97,078,000. In 1840, $56,846,000. 

Mr. Swartwout's casliier, was Mr. Heniy Ogden, a shrewd, cunning, good- 
homoied, active, business man, the brother of a late Attorney General of Canada — 
bis assistant was Noah's famous proteg^, Joshua Phillips. Between them 
$600,000 received for bonds, remam unaccounted for at Washington — no one 
there knows that it was paid at New York — ^the cashiers at New York got the 
moneyy but what next became of it? Mr. Swartwout was a keen, sharp, crafty 
politician — matched Van Bdren in his influence with Jackson, and was both scholar 
and accountant. Was he, too, ignorant as to this $600,000, and these defective 
returns! IdouUit. 

Let us look back at Mr. Hoyt. 

After three years, or thereabouts, of office, he vnus about to leave it, and as he 
well knew, a heavy defaulter. His previous career, was from early insolvency to 
recent stockjobbing, baseless speculation, unprincipled politics, and great personal 

M 
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emfaanaasmflnt— 4ii8 oompanions w«re men of bis brother's snd Mr. Butler's omec- 
nient morals — ^and the whigs coming into power. 

Tbe merchant pays the duties on his goods to the Cashier, who keeps an entry or 
account of them— -before that, a duplicate of that entry must have been lodged with 
the Naval Officer as a check upon ^e Collector's returns of monies receiTed for 
government. 

Between Janiuury eth, and February 8th, 1841, hundreds of thousands of doUars 
were paid in duties to Mr. Tallman J. Waters, lie entered each sum in his book 
— accounted daily (as he says) to Mr. Hoyt for the money — ^laid each entry in his 
drawer, to be filed with the others belonging to each ship — ^and between these days 
some twenty or thirty of these entries were stolen— one this day, perhqis two the 
next, so as to avoid suspicion — the lowest entry stolen, showed duties paid $ 732 — 
the highest $5,057. In all, vouchers for $63,039 were taken in 33 days— Mr. 
Hoyt had received the money paid on these entries — and had it not been that when 
the quarterly accounts went to Washington, a Whig Secretary, '* a new broom," 
looked sharper into the return, as made up from the impost book, than easv Mr. 
Woodbury might have done — ^for the thief who stole tbe vouchers from the csahier's 
office, proceeded regularly to the Naval Office, day by day, and carried off the du- 
plicates—Jesse would have been $63,t)39 richer by the *' operation." But his 
weekly accounts, and quarterly return, as made by himself and clerks, differed — an 
enouiry was set on foot, uid the attempt to rob the treasury of these $63,000, was 
at length discovered. Had it succeeded it vnnUd have benefited no one but Hoyt — he 
would have cleared $63,039, for he had the cash, and not a cent of it had been 
charged to him on the books of the government. It was a case, the very counter* 
part of the $609,535 received on bonds, except that in it the lazy financiers at 
Washington might have detected the rascals by comparing the bonds payable with 
the monies sent for bonds paid, and on seeing what bonds were long past due and 
unpaid, and the names of the merchants apparently delinquent, farther enquiir 
would have made all clear. But Mr. Woodbivy would not see — ^nor would Wolf 
the Comptroller — ^nor the Solicitor of the Treasury — ^nor worthy Mr. Ogden the 
Cashier — nor Phillips his immaculate deputy — and the Auditor did not see it. So 
we have checks on error and fraud, multiplied and dovetailed, overpaid and useless. 
To cap the climax, Mr. Swartwout makes oath that he never got the money — 
Phillips, with like piety, swears that Swartwout did get it. One thing is dear, it 
did not g4) into the United States Treasury, to be borrowed by Van Buren, Wright, 
and Butler, as the American Land Company, and used to buy Western lands at 
government prices, which the people might have had afterwards at 500 per cent, 
profit on the outlay ! 

The evidences m document No. S18, H. of R., 2d Sess. S7th Congress, show 
very conclusively that the merchants' bonds were paid at the Cashier's office — and 
neither could he (Ogden) nor his assistant show any receipts for the repayment to 
Swartwout. Now, if $609,635 of money received on bonds could disappear from 
the cashier's office, is it likely that the cash received on entries of dutiable goods 
would not also dinppear, by the hundred thousand dollars, or the million? 

Look at Fleming's evictonoe before the Commissioners. He admits that his 
office* (the auditor's) could be no check, unless tJbe entry was placed on file, when 
paid to the cashiex^-*-and as to the Naval Office, (kept by Coe, Throop, Ilc.) it 
was a base fraud on community, as managed— keeping up a battalion of fat, well 
fed clerks, who were a pretendtti check on the collector — ^but no ceal check. The 
law regulating the Naval Office is excellent, but, like erery thing else, it is nerw 
▼erled hj a pack of rascals, who if they don't get the penitentiary here, will be 
sure of It hereafter. 

That the Naval Office should check frauds and errors, says the N. Y. Evening 
Post, is undoubtedly true, but heretofore the business has been so managed [^y 
• Throop, Coe, Hoyt, Swartwout & Co.] " as to render this department wholly 

* In GoT'r Tan Buren's letter to J. Hoyt, Feb. 8, 1829, (p. 46,) he admits that a doctor 'aaTod us at tha 
Herkimer Convention' \ty getting Enos T. Throop, an attorney, of Cayuga, nominated as Lt. Gov'r, and 
ousting Ool. Pitcher, a worthy, upright, independent farmer, whom Root had proposed, and who had voted 
in Con|reai, in 1816. for the United Slates Bank ^Charter, and been appointed hy the Regency a circuit 
judge in 1823. On the 12th of March, 1889, Mr. Yan Bursa abdicated, and Throop became (de ftcto) 
Governor of N. Y. State. In his message, Mr. Y. B. said, " If ample talents, and a sound discriminating 
iBdgmsni---if Integrity and singleness oTpurpoM, and truly lepuhlican principles, famish any just grounds 
for expecting a safe administration of the government, that expectation, I ai9 persuaded, may, in the pre- 
■snt instance, be fuUy indulgwl." Throop pratendsd to desire the punishment of the msa who made away 
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dependMit on the other." ** It ww the praetioe ef the NaTsI Office, preWoas te 
the appointment of Mr. Towle, to eertify ail the accounts of the Collector, even 
before they had received the signature of that officer himself. Tliis was neither a 
ooanter-signatnre, as it was intended to he, nor a cheek upon any errors in the 
acoounts, although it passed with others as a Toucher of their oorreetoess." '< In 
the case of pennits for the unlading and delivery of goods, it was likewise the 
practice to sign them in the Naval Office prmrimu to the sigmOure of the Collector, 
and then it was done without any actual knowledge whether the duties had been 

paid or aecured to be paid In a sunilar manner the business has 

been done with regard to drawbacks or debentures." 

Now it was honorable in the Evening Post to expose this most infomous conduct 
of its political friends— 4>ut why did it delay the exposure till Mr. Tyler's commi»> 
sion had been printed 1 Was there no fit time, from 1829, till Mr. Curtis, a politi- 
cal opponent, was in office in 1844? Look at the Naval Officer's oath, and say 
whether the Naval Officer's check only became necessary when Towle, the nominee 
of the retail rum-shop called Tammany Hall, was placed alongside c^the whig, E. 
Curtis ? The salaries of the Naval Officer and his aids, and their other expenses, 
fees, &c., amount to more than $60,000 a year. Has the whole ooncem only 
been a blind to enable knaves to plunder with more impunity from 1839 to 1841 1 
If not — ^what else was it t The law of Congress of 1799 is good ; and by the 
Comptroller's circular of 1821 the Naval Officer is required to keep corresponding 
accounts with the Collector, to enable him, from his own books, to certify to the 
accuracy of the Collector's accounts. What avail sood laws while bad men con- 
spire to render them unavailing for the general welfare ? 

The manner of Fleming, £e Auditor's evidence in 1841, implies a seeming 
doubt of the accuracy of the books of these Custom House Cashiers — and with 
reason. Waters might be honest, but what can be said for his assistant, Bleecker ? 
If Waters was absent did not Bleecker do the business? He, the informer-general 
to Hoyt ; the standing witness, at N. Y., Boston, Baltimore, and Philadelphia; 
who did not tell Swartwout of the villainy he professes to have known, because 
** he had no confidence in him!" Bleecker's own statement, paffcs 36 and 37 of 
Ho^'s *' Letters," show him to have been long acquainted with wholesale knavery 
by importers-^yet he neither informed the treasury, the district attorney, the col- 
lector, nor the naval officer, but ioaited till Hoyt appeared, and then volunteered as 
informer-general — ^proeecuted Hoyt for his share of the plunder, was then dismissed, 
and relinquished the spoils, out of '' the Yorkshiremen," to recover them as Hojrt's 
second cashier ! 

Is there not the strongest reason for believing that entries were made, the money 
paid, and the entries cancelled, by some of the worthies described in this chapter, 
to the amount of millions, between 1829 and 1841 % Look at the above factfr-*«A 
the characters of the men-— ^ their opintons of one another — ^at the ease with 
which 1000 entries out of 20,000 made in a year could have been put on the 
fire — and at the confusion and shameful disorder in which the records or the Cus- 
tom House were purposely kept — ^the important papers that were and continue to 
be mu5in j^-and doubt, if you can,' that millions on millions of dollars paid by the 
merchants have been in this way embezzled! If $63,039 were very adroitly 
cancelled as credits in 33 days of the last quarter of Hoyt's incumbency, and the 
theft only discovered through the change of officers at Washington, who can sup- 
pose that that was the only theft in the previous twelve years, under the indulgerU 
supervision of Woodbury, Wolf, &c. ? It is true, Mr. Duane was the man to 
put down such practices, had they existed in 1833-— but he was got rid of— -and 

with Monaa, but in hU acts he protected them. Though a mere tool in Yan Buna's hande, azul thai 
too one 01 the meanest, the Safety Fund system and the Regency carried him into Georce Clinton's seat 
as OoTemor. I think ne waa next appointed to an office in the State Prison at Auburn, tnen to tha Naral 
Oflica at New York, where he shamefully ner lected his duty, and lastly, sent by Yan Buren to Naples* 
as m'mister. This is one of those expensiye follies which glitter in the eyes of corrupt tools of power, 
and make them the more eager to prostitute their talents in a dishonest cause. Throop was a regular 
Slock- jobber-foi §10,000 in Cayuga Bank stock and •16,000 in Pboentz. yielding neariy •4,000 profit at 
MarcT'a astimau, beside other stocks. George E Throop had (Aher •lO^ of the Cayuga Bank stock, 
«od Nath'l Garrow, the U. S. Marshal, •10,000. George and NathM were Com'rs to distribute it, and they 

ere their brother-in-law, the Rec'r in Chsncery, •10,000, Montgomary Hunt, whose daughter one of them 
d married, •10,000. and their friend S. Baarddey •10,000, and I unders -'^^ ^•.i- 



1 married, •10,000. and their friend S. Baarddey •10,000, and I understand not a penny was paid on tlda 

tk! They managed the Job so as to control the r * -. -« . ... -.-i- ^i — 

tors temwsd oat much mora than tbsy had paid in. 



stock ! They managed the Job so as to control the bank, Gaorga B. Throop became caahiar, and the dlnG- 
'~i borrowed "^ "^ — '— *-'^ —'' '- 
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even Jonalhui Thompwm, ^Tvauamy Hall democnt, xemoTed, he not ftUing iiil» 

" the line of safe precedents" as a public pickpocket, ahas de&ulter. 

It may be asked — Could additional embenlements be discovered now !* I reply-^ 
Cktt bono / There is no ,way to punish wholesale rogues in this country. And CTen 
if you were to recover nullions, they would be squandered on army and navy 
officers who have nobody to fight with, distributed by Vice President Dallas among 
needy senators, to pay the expense of joume3rs they never went, deposited in banks 
as a speculation fund for their directors, to 'trap merchants with, or wasted on some 
Indian warfare to be got up in Texas, to yield patronage to the executive. Who 
can have forgotten the splendid bequest of Mr. Smithson, an Englishman, in aid of 
Education in America ? The $500,000 arrived at Washingtmi. What became of 
it ? A bankrupt cornoration in Arkansas, called the Real Estate Bank, sold Arkan- 
sas State Bonds to Levi Woodbury for the $500,000. Senator Sevier and Gen'l 
Williamson were the Commissioners for the Bank — ^they charged $ 14,000 each 
for expenses and services — ^paid $ 5000 to a broker at Washington to do the busi- 
ness, and lent $ 8500 to persons in New York ! These graedy leeches were 
instruments of Van Buren — but if Smithson had known the characters he was 
trusting, I guess he would have pot one clause more in his will. His gold was 
sadly reduced before it reached the Real Estate Bank — and when a legislative 
committee examined the bank vaults, only $ 15,000 were found in specie. The 
debts due it were base and worthless ! Listen to the Globe ! 

VlT ** The millions lavished on Gales and Seaton for useless printing and docu- 
mentary lumber to keep up their polluted and pollating concern, and to make good 
the terms of the coalition with the conservatives in furnishing support for their 
double-faced journal — ^the half million required to complete the disloibution job of 
Clarke and Force— the annual half million wasted on out of the way light-houses, 
cheating the mariner like so many will-o-the- wisps along coasts — ^the millions sunk in 
throwing stones in rjvers and removing sand or mud from hopeless harbors, making 
holes, to be filled up again by the action of the tide, and the natural currents-— all 
Uiese, and hundreds of other sources of wasteful and useless expenditures, we 
traced" to Martin Van Buren, it might have added. What said Mr. Van Buien's 
oath ? That he would be faithful to the Constitution — and what does in enjoin ! 
Speaking of bills, no matter for what purpose — it says, of every bill, *' If hie ap- 
prove he shall sign it." Did he then approve, as his signature attests! Undoubt- 

* I think, taowerer, that much iaformation could be had m to other embezxleoMnte if the bed men who 
have profitfld by them were oueted. When a ehip arrivee from abroad alia producea a manifeat, or detailed 
atateroent of her cargo. The loapector'a return anew* what part went lo the owners, and what to the puUic 
atore, for examination, or atoiage. The Surreyor'a aasiatant comparea thla return with the receipta and 
permita. It ia alao compared with the entriea and manifeat— and aa the manifeat itaelf might be compared 
with the cocketJK in the caae of Britiah veaaela, there coold be no knaTerr, unleea knarea aat on honaat 
raen'a atpola. wh/ ahould a deputy collector aign an entry without makinc a minute of it in a check 
book f Why ahould a Naval Officer make no immediate record ? Why ahould it reat on the honor of a 
Phillipa or a Bleecker, or the fancy of aome gamUer in the Collector'a chair, whether wholesale fraud or 
honeaty ahall prevail ! I impeach uo one. I reaaon from the multitude of facta before me. One thing la 
clear, thoae who do not want the Imavery of former years to aee the light will find out nothing. Mr. Lorenao 
Ho7t'8 principle of injuring a friend, but never telling him, haa ita advocatea, even In a Custom Houae. 

I have expreaaed my belief that the i63,000of entries abstrflcted in 1841 are not the onlv ones. Look at 
Ives's eviileoce in the U. S. Com'ra. report. He autes, 1 1th Dec. 1841, " I was in the habit of paying Mr. 
Phillipa, the former caahier, about sauO a year, and continued the aame to Mr. Bleecker." He adda, that 
B. owed hie houae $900 to 8300 for goods, and monev lent, but when he had charged these things to him 
he did not expect to get pavmeni. " I was in the habit," Ivea continuee, " of handing to Mr. Bleecker. aa- 
aiaunt caahier, checlu withovi date for cash duties, instead of paying the money. These checks were held 
by Mr. Bleecker without the knowledge of Mr. Watera the caahier, aoroetimes ten or fifteen dava. It waa 
underatood between Mr. Bleecker and myaelf that the tranaactiona In reeard to the cheeka ahoula not be ez- 
poeed to Mr. Watera." Watera apeaka of Ivea'a cheeka, but there may nave been man/ more of them than 
he knew of— and if Bleecker could keep a $10,000 or #20.000 check, taken for duties, 10 or 15 days secretly, 
" in a black box," either he muat have withheld the report of Ivea's entry from Waters, or there could have 
been no daily settlements and paying over balancee daily by the latter to Hoyt. From thla and other meaoa 
of information I have concluded that Watera was not alwayapreaent taking money— and that much that waa 
wrong might have been done with a proper underatanding or partiea, unknown to him and injurioua to the 
revenue. 

In Auditor Flemlng'a evidence about the miaaing entriea of Jan. 1841, he, (much astonlahed, of courae) 
declaree they were the onlv documenta he had known to be removed. Hia memory, had it reached aa for 
back aa Oilpin and Barke^a viait in 1838, would have told him ofbooks, papen, important rscorda. miaaing, 
not to be had— and the laat quarterly return of Hoyt's predeceaaor, free (rom Royt's erron, for it waa not 
made out at all ! 

Mr. Watera swore that he accounted to Hoyt dally aa caahier. and paid him the cash balancea. If ao, the 
caah account muat have told Hoyt and hia clerka when ha eent hia laat quarterly return to Waahington, that 
It was a diahoneat one, for Waten'a book ahowed the SdS.OOO of miaaing entries, all entered and paid 
to Hoyt bv him. How waa it with the weekly return to WaaMngton 9 WIU not iagialaton who hire knaves 
And it difficult to anaat lawa to keep them atiaight 1 1 
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edly, for he was sworn lo OBJECT and Tetom every bill which in his judgment, 
was not for the people's interest. Did he do that ! Never in one instance — ^but 
when upbraided for the wholesale venali^, corruption and shameless profligacy of 
his administration, he replied through his annual raessaga— that it was not the 
practice for presidents to object to bilhi for spending the people's money, on account 
of their eztravaffance ! Will not this man's name sdnk m the nostrils of future 
generations ! ! I believe it is a fact, that from '37 to '40, Van Bnren's estimates, or 
money asked for public uses, was $89,000,995. Congress voted $ 143,190,106, or 
44 millions additional. By the virtue of Us oath to object if he disapproved, he 
signed " approved" at the foot of every bill— as it would be an unusual thing for a 
president to check extravagance ! 



CHAPTER XXXm. 



T%e Committee of Congress, 1839 — their report. Mr. Van BurenpyhUdy advised of 
Boyt and Co^s misconduct. Horace Greeley^ S prophecy. Mr. Bryant. The Post 
jtistifies Hoyt. Official Incomes. Morris and the Post Office boxes. Hoyt pockets 
$20,000 for a year (by mistake!! !) Coe^s income. G. R. Ives. No Jaimess 
shown to the merchants. Wasson, Shourt, and the ^* privileged carts.^^ Were 
Hoyt and the Government aware of Swartwout^s speculations and embezzlements f 
Phillips and Ogden. Comptroller Wolf. The late Eckford $20,000 verdia. 
H. A. Wise denounces Woodbury. Noah*s puff. Defaulters and peculators at 
Columbus and Fort Wayne. HoyVs insolence. Cost and Character of the N. Y. 
Custom House. 

We have seen why Mr. Van Buren appointed Mr. Hoyt to the Custom House. 
The report of the Committee of Congress, 1839, will show that he was well and 
early informed of his ille^l conduct, and mismanagement there — and the inference 
is, that as he retained hmi, he approved of that conduct. Speaking of Hoyt and 
Coe, the committee said, that their returns were incorrect, ana not to be believed^ 
that Hoyt was guilty of an unlawful retention and use of the revenue — that Hoyt 
would neither show them his own book of cash depositee in bank, nor permit the 
banks he used to show them his accounts — ^that he carried on his law busmess wiUi 
hii public business, and mixed his own funds, the public funds, and his legal clients* 
ftmds all up together, thus creating confusion — ^that 6. A. Worth had made known 
that Hoyt had deposited the public money in banks forbidden to him by law as depo»- 
itoriea— and they quoted the Attorney General's condemnation of Hoyt's course. 
The latter, with $40,000 if not $60,000, of an annual income, had the assurance 
to ask, when turned out, another $ 200,000 for keeping and taking care* of the 
revenue (! !), although the Attorney Greneral and Congress had reproved him for 
withholding it from the Treasury, and Stephen Allen could not get it out of his 
taldns, for his Sub-Treasury. , 

Mr. Hoyt put into his own pocket, the difl!erence of rent paid for the public 
stores, and the sums received for storage. This item alone, netted him over 
$ 11,000 a year, but the same dishonest and peculating course is no longer con- 
tinued. The U. S. pay the storekeepers, clerks, workmen, inspectors, &c. there 
employed. What a mockery it is to fix the value of one man's labors at $6,400, 
when in reality those in the secret well know he is to get $40,009 to $50,000, 

* I do not wish to dan Mr. Bryuit with such trading politicians aa Hoyt, Wririit, Butler, Ac, [Ood 
tvbid !] tnit it ought to be known that he did not sanction the leader In the Pott of March 1, 1841, whera 
it sara, that if a certain statoment contained in the American " is accurate, we do not see how Mr. Hoyt 
could safely do otherwise than retain the money subject to the decision of the courts. He might bettar 
rslinqulsh his claim to it at once than to pay it over to the Department and petition Congress to direct it 
to be refunded. So tribunal in the country, perhaps m the world, is more tardy, more uncertain, mors 
iodiiftrent to the just expectations and rights of prirato suitors than the Congress of the United States." 

" Bfr. Hoyt has been from an eariy period a warm and intimate friend of Mr. Van Buren, and it must 
baT8 coat the President an eflbrt of more than his usual finnness to displace him." 

Joai two years before this, Horace Oreeley, in his Weakly Whig of March 2, 1839, had recapitulated the 
inrestigating committee's statement, adding^" In short, every thing appears to be in train for another 
explosion, wheneTer the collector shall deem it more profitable and safe to take staamahip than to continua 
in the Coatom Hooae." la It poaslble that Mr. Van Buren could have perauaded rational beings thatHoyt'a 
career waa a separation of bank and state 7 Too many balisred it—but fortunately not enough to ranaw 
hla tann of tha pnaklsDcy. 
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eren if he does not plunder and pillage our metohants on pretended chareee of 
ftand, and then embmle and pocket what he has thus diagfraoefolly obtained ! It 
IB 80 in every thing. Go to the Poet Office, and there yon find Lawrence's oooh 
rade, Moms,' enthroned in an old Dutch church as postmaster. Yon think you 
know his salary — ^but yon don't. The law says one thing, hnt praetiee says ano- 
ther. There are some 3000 boxes paid for by the United States— elerks are paid to 
wait upon them— and while $ 1 or $ 1,50 a year is charged elsewhere in the Union 
for a box, here it is $4. The $8,000 to $ 13,000 on this, is it not a perquisite of 
office? Why not end this tricky, cheating, jobbing, deoeptiye system at once— pay 
a fair price for the labors of a postmaster, and let the public have boxes at $ l^, 
and the goYemment the rerenue t Go to the Marshal, District Attorney, where 
you please, it is everywhere a discreditable, mean scramble, a craving for bread at 
the expense, too often, of every manly, independent principle. Can Congress do no 
better for us? Is practical democracy a mockery, and a reproach, or may we dare 
to love it as in the sunny days of boyhood and youth ? 

One of the public stores in New York was burnt. Very reprehensible was the 
conduct of the officers who bad the management of the sale by auction of the 
damaged eoods. The nett proceeds were paid to Mr. Hoyt, Feb. 11 and 91, 1840, 
to be, by him, that day placed at the credit of the government, in his accounts. 
Did he do it? No. He pocketed the money, $ 19,9^ — speculated on it/or a year ^ 
and merely charged himself with it for form's sake, on the 20th of Feb. 1841, just 
to enable the government to state more correctly the sum total of his embezzle- 
ments! "Why did you do it?" said one. **1 forgot it," quoth Jesse. The 
interest of this and other sums kept by him, when the treasury ought to have had 
'em, I value at $ 10,000 a year, at the usual rate of interest. Besides the use of 
the $ 19,939, he charged the U. S. $9,000 for storing the goods, auctioned, in the 
U. 8. Stores. 

I have heard the fees for three years estimated at $ 35,085. Here was $ 10,000 
to him, in that time, from that source. One may judge what a besom or soouige 
Hoyt was, where he tells us in his letters, p. 133, that the fines, forfeits, and pen- 
alties paid by him to the treasury in less than three years came to $91,000 — while 
in the previous 26 years they had only amounted to $ 140,000. Fleming says that 
Hoyt had $29,373 as his nett share of this sort of plundei^—$ 10,000 a year that 
was — and the same went to Coe and Craig, each, yearly, making their places worth 
$ 16,000 to $ 18,000 per annum — ^though that is under the reality. 

Hoyt was never satisfied. He told Woodbury that integrity must be better paid. 
He served 9 months in 1838, and actually contended for the whole year's pay ! 
'* Can you be honest, Mungo?" says one of Sheridan's heroes to his black servant. 
** What you give me, massa?" replied the negro. No man has done more to injure 
Van Buren permanently, than Jesse Hoyt. 

Compare what follows with Mr. Hoyt's conduct to the foreign houses whose 
goods were seized : 

George R. Ives, of the firm of Labron & Ives, was a standing witness for Hoyt 
in seizure cases. Mr. Lounsberry swore that Cairns of the woollens loft, would pass 
Ives's invoices as fairly charged, though rated 10 to 15 per cent, under value— while 
to other houses who gave fair invoices of same kind of goods he would raise the 
price 10 or 15 per cent. It is conduct like this that embarrasses the honest dealer. 
On one occasion Cairns raised the invoice price of a lot of woollens 20 to 25 per 
cent., not knowing the owner. Mr. Ives arrived, said the goods were his-— they 
talked privately, and the invoice was at once reduced to its old rate. 

On one occasion a lot of Ives's woollens were measured. There were 3900 
yards more than was entered — ^the fraud was dear. Let him have his goods, said 
Hoyt. To a foreign merclumt he would at once have replied — '' I seize your goods, 
Sir, for the fraud." There were 13 bales and 390 pieces— every piece was 10 
yards longer than stated. 

The reader will remember George Shonrt, whom Judge Ulshoefl*er's brother re- 
commended for promotion ^m the cartage of the Evening Post to that of the Cwh 
tom House. He got the place, but it was believed that his cart was Hoyt's, sub resa. 
Be this as it may, G. A. Wasson charged for cartage in three veaxs, $41,688, and 
only two privileged carts, at 30 to 50 cents each package, or $ 3 to $ 10 per load ! 
He charged for labor in the public stores $51,052— and he made out his bills. 
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." paid |br oartage, $ " "paid for labor $ ,'* gare no particulara— touched 

Ilia $3000 a month as paymaster, and of that kept mo larger share as cartman. 
We can judge of the mfamously corrupt character of the treasury office in those 
days when bills like this for nearly $ 100,000 were taken without the agent pro- 
ducing a single voucher — and the charges, too, so enormous? No matter ! . Leyi 
Woodbury & Co. did not stand on tnfles with a friend. Wasson was one of 
Hojt's ** battalion of testimony" — ^was made a deputy collector— would nett 
$2000 besides, for going from town to town to swear — abstracted goods from the 
public stores for his own use— ^nd, though professedly poor at first, as an inspec- 
tor — ^he suddenly " built seyeral splendid edifices in New York, and set up his cai^ 
riage for comfort and convenience." Nor is this to be wondered at. The two 
carts above had made a profit of $35,000, or over $ 10,000 a year. 

One effect of the government enquiry under President Tyler was the dismissal of 
Wasson and Cairns. The former was urged on Swartwout by one of his sureties, 
as follows : 

J. Oakley to S. Swartwout, 2 Cedar St. 

** April 28, 1839. Dear Sir. — ^Thcre is a very deserving man by the name of 
George A. Wasson a measurer* attached to the public store. I do not know that 
he would, under any circumstances, be removed, as I understand he has been a 
Jackson-man and was appointed through the influence of Mr. Baldwin of Pitts- 
burgh, who is his friend. As it is a matter of .great importance to him, however, 
he has requested me to speak to you on the subject. I wish you would have the 
goodness, if his removal is contemplated, to let me see you. Yours truly, 

J. OAlv.L£Y. 

P. S. Permit me to suggest, by way of manifesting my regard for your com- 
fort, that you had better make the removals and appointments which you contem- 
plate, at once. If you do not, there will not be as much of you left in a few days 
as there was of the Kilkenny Cats." 

I think there can be be no doubt but that Mr. Woodbury's ofllce knew that 
Swartwout was a heavy defaulter long before he left for Paris — ^bnt it seemed to be 
an object with him to remain quiet till after the elections of Nov. 1838.- Mr. Hoyt 
and his friends could not have remained ignorant of the real state of Swartwout's 
affairs after June, 1838, the end of his (Hoyt's) first quarter. They must have 
seen that Swartwout was $646,754 behind, for cash paid him on bonds. Mr. 
Ogden, Swartwont's cashier, was Hoyt's cashier till March, 1839— he knew the 
whole ; and yet Gilpin the Solicitor was not sent to New York till Nov. 1838. 
If the department received the accounts required by law, Mr. Woodbury must have 
known of a defalcation, even in 1837 — but as he was lenient to other men who had 
embezzled large sums, hut professed to be active partisans, perhaps it was his wish 
to be so with Swartwout and his friends. When Mr. Swartwout declined to send 
his last quarter's account to Washington in April, 1838, why did Woodbury not 
send an officer to get it till November ? This shows a corrupt and willful omission 
of duty on his part, and Wolf the Comptroller is not less culpable. Considering 
Woodbury's character as a statesman this fact ought never to be forgotten. Gilpin, 
in Nov. tells Woodbury that the accounts had not been furnished because Swart* 
wout wished them to be withheld till he would return from Paris ! Was this a 
sufficient reason for Woodbury's waiting till Nov. for the quarterly return due in 
April from the principal revenue office in the Union ? Swartwout, Ogden, and 
Fleming were together in this business. On July 19, 1837, Jesse Miller, 1st audi- 
tor, Washington, writes Swartwout — " Sir : Your accounts of Customs tmd official 
emoluments for the first quarter of 1837 are received." Then the words in italics 
are crossed out, and a note added :^" The above do not include abstracts of bonds 
taken and bonds paid." It would thus seem that they were too lazy and indolent 
at Washington to compel the return from New York of those statements which, 
had they wished it, would have at any moment, exposed the chief item of S's de- 
linquency. This letter referred to a return a year ahead of Swartwout's last — and 
yet Fleming was retained also ! Look at the private connection of the parties, 
with the swindlers of 1896, the insolvents of 1837, the stockjobbers, landjobbers, 
and Martin Van Buren their comrade, and you are answered. When Mr. Ogden, 
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in Nov. 1838, told Gilpin of his conTeTBadon with Swartwont befoze he tailed to 
France in Auguat previous, and that he then well knew of the monies embended, 
are we to suppose that Hoyt would have kept him (Ogden) longer in the cashier's 
place, had he concealed the shameful afiair from him till then f Mr. Ogden had 
kept office under Swartwout for many years, and admits that he knew that the 
Collector began to embezzle the public money nine months after he was appointed, 
and use it in his private speculations, and that he had often told him so, as had Phil- 
Ups. What was Mr. Ogden's oath as an officer, and his obligation as a citizen! 
Was it to let the robbery reach 42 tons of solid silver, keep nis salary and office 
and hold his tongue t Vid he do this t If he did not, but acted honestly, what are 
we to say of the president and treasury department, who knew of and vet concealed 
such wholesale villainy t And if he did, why did they retain him as cashier after this 
public avowal, one single hour, and till March, 1839 t * .Let me here direct public 
attention to a recent movement of Butler's, by which, not only is Henry Eckford'a 
estate cleared of all responsibility through his suretyship for Swartwout, but the 
United States are assessed $20,000 to JSckford's heirs. There was no '' Coundl 
fee " from the defendant in this case, I trust — but as the District Attorney knew 

* Mr. Flemlnr wu the auditor from July, 1836, and yet he telM in 1838, that he waa ignorant of Swait- 
wout's default tilt August, 1833, when (see his letter to Gilpin) he told Ogden who bade him tell Swartwout, 
who pretended surprise, although Ogden owns that Swartwout, Phillips and hiraaelf Icnew all about it, from 
the commencement in 1829. why did Woodburr and Hoyt remain silent OTon then 9 GongTMamen, ftc 
were to bo chosen in Nor'r, and silence wouid help the party. Just ao It waa when tfiO.uX) was stolan 
from the Brooklyh Bank— silence was the most profiuble aftematire— not to the puUic, but to lAe teidfc. 

It is very oTident from Mr. Fleming's letter that the full delkult of Swartwout " waa finally ascertained" 
In Auguat, 1838— and it is equally clear that had Coo. the naval officer, done hia duty, the defalcation couJd 
only have occurred with the open sanction of the Treasury chief. He neglected his duty, however, very 
discreditably, and it is but Urdy Justice to eive him a place among his comrades here. 

A review of Swartwout's case, aaUd H. A. Wise, [Olobe report] " shows that every check has been abaS' 
doned bv the SecreUrr— the Naval Officei^tbe Comptroller— not to say by the First Auditor. Sir, if party 

Spirit, like a fiend, dia not befriend and sustain this Secretary (L. Woodbury]— pankm and whitewashhis 
deoua deformities and delinauenciea— blight all moral sensibility here in this hall and at the White 
House, he would be removed from office instantly, or be Impeached. Go where you will— trace him any 
wliere, and you will find him dull, stupid, incompetent, negiectful, feithlese, and corrupt. I mince no 
terms— fear no responsibilities. If he had the sensibilities of a man, he would demand a trial. Give me aa 
honest Jury, and 1 will, upon these papers, convict him !" 

It is creditable to Polk that Wise holds office under him. Let that go as an offiwt to the feimwrory 
employment of Wetnoore and B utler— and it was a spirited act of the clerk of the Auditor at Washington 
(Mahon) frankly to avow KX3^that the " weekly and monthly returns of moneys received and paid at the 
custom house,'' the "return of debentures," " abstracts of bonds put in suit,'' "summary statement of 
duties collected," "scheduleof bonds taken and liquidated," required for the Secretary's office, have not 
been properly arranged and compared with each other and with the quarterly account current of the eus» 
toms Dy the Secretary of the Treasury himself. 

Honest Mordec&i Noah, who would probably praise Saun when he deserved it, " for a consideration," 
and who had helped his friend Swartwout to that upright Hebrew, Phillips the cashier— Moidecai, I say, 
was grieved to see Swartwout leave the Custom House, and thus in the Evening Star did he publish ths 
retiring Collector's eulojgy :— " There are few men who leave an important situation with more of the pub- 
lic approbation than Mr. Swartwout. The merchants cheerfully aamit that the office could not have beni 
better filled." Noah's compliment is very equivocal to the merchants, the public, and official folks in 
general. 

I have said that Woodbury was merciful to public pilferers. For example, " Harris, the receiver at 
Columbus, Mississippi, was a notorious drunkard and defoulter, but kept in office two years, in full know- 
ledge of the department, until he owed $160,000." So Mr. Wise tells us, through the Globe. In Aug't, 
»85, Woodbury ulls Harris that he is a defoulter— a«aln in Oct.— and so on till Sept. 1836, when the foUow 
propoMs to reeign, after having been two and a half years a heavy defiiulter I ! A Mr. G. D. Boyd suc- 
ceeded Harris, and waa " intemperate," a land speculator, like Butler, and reeigned, a defaulter, many 
thouaand dollars in arrears, in August, 1837. John Davis applied next, as ' a warm friend of the adminis- 
tcaiion !" Mr. Woodbury, the Secretary, was once a judge in N. H. Were not the people there to be 
pitied ! ! 

OpL John Spencer, Receiver at Fort Wayne, was charged by the government examiner, (Aug't 28, 1836J 
with gross misconduct, as follows : 

" Upon the subject of ualn^ the monev of the United States, I beg leave to state that I find it universally 
stated, and believed, and it is conceded to as a fact by the clerks in the receiver's office, that both he and 
his relative, Dawson, have been much in the habit, in the office, of shaving money ; that is, exchanging the 
money which could not be received for public lands; the rate of exchange or discount varying from three to 
five per cent. I find m the case of Isaiah Weils, of Marion county, Ohio, that, so recently as the 6th 
Instant, he paid into the hands of the receiver, in his office, eight dollars for exchanging two hundred and 
forty dollars of Ohio bank notes of five doUars each To what extent this shaving business has been carried 
on in the office, of course I do not know, but I am satisfied it has been to a very considerable extent: and 
that the government money paid in by one person has been handed out by the receiver in exchange for 
uncurrent, or not land office money— he recei vink for his own private use the discount as agreed upon ; and 
that the same guvernmeni money again is passedf into the land office, to be again used for the like purpose. 
In pay for the public lands. That the receiver has uken in bank notes of five dollars, contrary to orders. 
the schedule prepared at his office, herewith enclosed, will prove ; that he received a bonus for taking the 
same, is, I think, almost beyond a doubt." 

On the 27ih Oclj. Spencer writes Woodburr—" My democratic friends think I ought not to Imm until 

after we hold our elecuon for President, "**'' •* * * * *" " — "■ 

jwtifylng his conduct and 



9t President." ana the Van Buren note ahaver remained accordiiagly : Woodbury 
accepting his apobgies for tijegularity, Imrooiality, and crime ! 
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lio# Swartwout'a affiiiis stood, it puzzles me to understand the n^ethod whereby he 
trrived, in coart, at the above result. The decision deserves to be overhauled, and 
so does Mr. Butler — and if all be right, so much the better. Both Phillips and 
Ogden showed Gilpin that, even in 1834, Swartwout'a deficit began to be large— 
and if so, how came this $20,000 verdict against the United States ? 

Mr. Hoyt was very insolent to his superior officers. When the sub-treasurr act 
created new relations between him, as Collector, and the government, Mr. Wood- 
Irary twice required him to give new bonds, with real security. This he not only 
fiatiV refused to do, but reptied in the most arrogant and insulting manner possible. 
Haa I been the Secretary, I would have told Mr. Van Buxen — ^* Sir, this man 
must be dismissed at once, or be pleased to find my successor at your earliest con- 
venience." 

Probably Woodbury's office was his dependence for bread to his family. Mr. 
HojTt's old securities were utterly insolvent — nor do I suppose he or tliey have 
paid back a cent of his default. Mr. AUen became sub-treasurer at N. York, and 
Hoyt was ordered to pay the large balance in his hands to Alien. Not he ! He 
talked them all out of the cash— corresponded at great length — ^upheld Beers ft 
Co.— and was upheld by Mr^^ V. Buren. Mr. Campbell, U. S. Treasurer had 
a correspondence with Hoyt in 1839, who wrote him (Oct. 14) — " Mr. Hoyt has 
no faith in the technicalities of the accounting officers — ONLY A BLOOD 
HOUND can trace out every little subject of their criticism." 

Hoyt was allowed two years to prepare for trial. He had some eight or ten 
eminent counsel employed— «even of whom attended his defence — the government 
had but Ogden Hoffinan and Hoyt's friend Talmage of Beers's Bank — ^weeks were 
allotted to the inquiry — and Hoyt was stamped by the jury Cjr* o counterfeit.* 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 
Remarks on the Judiciary. A decision in the Court of Errors, A Chancellor to he 
sold out. Butler on $ 50 fees — his Christian feelings towards retiring Judges. 
XJlshoeffer on Nodhy Judgeships^ and State Printers. Mrs. Butler to J. Hoyt — a 
race of poor Judges for a District Attorneyship. Edmonds and Sutherland. 

This chapter contains a variety rather of letters and extracts from letters which 
throw more light upon the practice of the law court8,f and the way in which 

• Am well M I can Mcavtain, #600,000 do not defray the eoet of collecting the rereoue at New York alone. 
There is much mystery about the incomes of parties employed— much trick and political juggiiof , from 
which Mr. Walker is not so free as he ought to be. Directly and indirectly, over 600 persons sn employed 
in the Customs Department— a tremendous political engihe, when required at high preasura, with so thorough 
and uoecnipulous a partisan as Lawrence at its head. 

Icottld prore, were it of any use, and perhaps the opporttmltT mar soon begiren, that the public business 
would be well done— and it has not been so— with lar less than naif the men and half the expense now Incur- 
red. But to do business thus, the very best men must be selected ; capable, faithful public aervanu, among 
whom an electioneering subscription, or a question, as to party politics would never be asked. What a bleas> 
ing to the public and the merchants it would be were the national broom to be applied in mnuBt to the mar- 
hie tample in Wall street, and its horde of jobbing politicians, pensioners, and mock oiOcers swept out I 

Nineteen years affo, when the N. Y. Custom House patronage was not one fourth of what it has since ar- 
rived at. Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Benton, a^d others, were a committee of the Senate to enquire Into such mat- 
ters. Speakins of its officera, Mr. Benton then said : 

" A formidable list, indeed ! Formidable in numbera, and still more so from the vast amount of money In 
their hands. The action of such a body of men, supposing them to be animated by one spirit, must he 
tramendous in an election : and that they will be so animated, is a proposition too plain to need demonstm- 
tion. power over a man's support has always been held and admitted to be a pototr orer his toiU. The 
Presidsot has ' power* over the ' suppoit' of all these oiBcera, and they again have ' power* over the ' sup- 
port' of debtor merchants to the amount of ten millions of dollara per annum, and over the daily support of 
rndividuals, professional, mechanical, and day-laboring, to whom he can and will extend or deny a valuiUde 
private as well as public patronage, according to the pan which they shall act In Statt as well as In Federal 

They all tell on each other. Benton is now as silent as the tomb-^mt hear the N. Y. JBvening Post of 
1^13 !_<' Of aU the administrations which the country ever had, it 



1^13 !_<' ofaU the administrations which the country ever had, it appean to us that Mr. Tyler* $luu « 

the most corrupt uaeof it* patronage. Never, we believe, has the bestowal of ofltee been so much a mat- 
ter of bargain— eo shamelessly coupled with the condition that the receiver ehould tsert himtelf to eeeure 
the eUction of hie patron." Listen next to the Globe by Blair.~" We do not hesiute to say that, at this 
nxMDsat, the entire patronafs of the Executive is employed In 6«yifig up renegadee from the Democratic 
party." 
TtobaiAj this UtUe book will prove that both Qlobe and Post were In the wrong for this time at least. 

t As a pvoof of the necassttr of reform In the judiciary take the case of the Brookljm Bank. Secretary 

Woodbury made It a peV— oraered the cash for the Navy Yard, ftc, to be kept there— and soon alter this 

ooa or more of iu olBcen robbed It of more than half iu capital. The first robbery was about t49,000. 

Three or four of tlw dinctora koaw thie— and concealed It from the ethon, firom Tan Buren's aafoty toad 

18 
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judges and district attorney are, or formerly were, made. We have, fiirt, Mr. L. 
Hoyt's letter describing his satisfaction at a legal triumph over equity in the Couit 
of Errors. Then we have Mr. Livingston's account of a Chancellor about to be 
sold out by the sheriff! Next, an evidence of Mr. Butler's/ee/tn^j towards Judges 
Spencer and Woodworth — followed by two characteristic extracts from letters by 
Judge Ulshoeffer, (who did not loant tobe^ first county judge,) about judge making 
— and lastly, a couple of sententious epistles from a lady — Mrs. B. F. Sutler— to 
her dear friend Mr. Jesse Hoyt, in wluch she asks his aid to help Judge Suther- 
land down from the supreme court bench, (if he had not already left it,) and ap to 
a $30,000 salary, *' on account of his peculiarly unpleasant situation in a pecu- 
niary point of view " — admits Judge Edmonds' claims, ''so far as pauperism is a 
qualification " — mentions Price, and her good man's guess about him — admits her- 
self to be an old federalist — ^and consoles Jesse under his '* misfortunes," hoping 
that he '' would yet see brighter days." 

Extract from a letter — Lorenzo Hoyt to bis brother Jesse, [both of them Albany 
lawyers] dated Albany, Dec. 24, 1823 — '' McDonald's cause is decided in his 
favor, and for which I think he may thank Chief Justice Savage. Sutherland and 
Woodworth, together with U Senators, were dead against hun. I CONSIDER 
IT A TRIUMPH OF THE LAW OVER EQUITY AND GOOD CON- 
SCIENCE. I must say I had but very slight hopes before the argument, bat 
after the cause was argued, and the facts so ably and correctly laid open to the 
Senate, I thought McDonald's prospects brightened. Messrs. Van Vechten and 
Henry, who argued the cause on the other side, were sadly disappointed at the 
result. From the circumstances of Mr. Butler's being engaged as Counsel, my feel- 
tngs were much enlisted in McDonald's favor, and I felt very much interested in the 
result." 

Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt. [Extract.] Albany, post mark. May 14. 
** I have abandoned all idea of settling at Albany. The Chancellor has been so 
much perplexed harrassed of late that he this day permits his furniture to be sold 
at Sheriff's sale* and bought in. This will be my apology to you for this short 
letter." [The date is not given, but it must have been between 1821 and '27. He 
adds that] ** Seymour it is supposed is elected in the Western District. — ^Make me 
one of the Committee in the first ward [of N. Y ] for nominating. Tell Hatch to 
attend to it." 

Mr. B. F. Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, 40 Wall st. New York, Oa. 12, 1820. 

Dear Sir, — ^I am happy to hear of your success — and hope it may continue^ 

$ 50 and $ 100 fees are not very plenty in this part of the country, at least not 

with young lawyers. Our circuit still continues. Judge Woodworth, in person 

and in business — ** Like a wounded snake, drags his slow length along." He has 

com'ni, from tho public, and from the bank committee of If^. John A. Lott wu fint county judee of 
Kinn, and a director, and when he Icnew of the falonj he at»uinod from calling attention to it. £ren 
when Mr. Treadwell, a Counaellor in the U. S. Supreme Court had written out a complaint, awom to 
and placed it in Judce Loti's hand to send to the Grand Jury, he did not send it tiiough he said be would. 
The concealment of the Bank embezzlement waa felony — so was the embezzlenwnt^but no one waa pro- 
ceeded af ainat. Crime was hushed up lest Woodbury would hear of it and take oi}i the depoeitea Y Like 
Butler, the firat care waa to '* save the bank," If bank directora will do this to get the depoeitea— if judges 
wiil thua act on their oatha— what must lie the influence in the hande of a corrupt and vile eovemment who 
have cofffiiiuallT ten or fifteen millions by which to attract the support of the lovere of mammon f As a 
Senator thia judge voted for Barker to be Attorney General, that ynn of course. Another John Lott, a gene- 
ral, from aame place, being in " necessitous circumstances," applied to Major Swartwout for SISOO a year 
in the Custom House, and went into office there accordingly. 

• A Chancellor'a chairs and tables, feather beds and palliaasea, going under the hammer, at Albany, for 
debt, looks like a sign of judicial purity. If he had stained the ermine by taking bribes, like Lord fiacou, 
he would have been more wealthv, and better able to keep off the sheriff: I wish the Ex-Clerk of Asaembiy 
had been so careful as to date his lettere, that we might have been enabled to record the name of one 
Andrew Marvell at least in the midai of a judiciary of political partisans and dealers in stocks, shares, 
acrip, and all the hocus pocus of Wall and Lombard streets. Marcy comes next to him. He was placed on 
the Supreme Court bench, (says Gov. Van Buren,) to enaure his salvation from ruin in this world at least. 
I Aar he was too long grateful to his bene&ctor. 

It Is a common br-word that the N. Y. Custom House is a sort of lazar-houae or hospital for diaeaaed 
poliUdaDfl, but I did not expect to see it acknowledged by the leaden of the democracy' that the Judiciary 
bench is not much better. Some folks think that Judges lose their wisdom at sixty— others that they 
improve aa they get older. In aome countries men are chosen to preaide in the courts, because of their 
honesty, skiU, and learning— while in othare they ascend the bench, or fill tho procurator fiscal's seat, on 
the principle on which neat cattle are stall-fed— to fatten ibcm. Will not these facts rouse tha true hearted 
millions to prepare for tcy^ the Cbnventlon? 
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gi^en very general dissatiBfaetion this court The city has been 

full of farmers, &c. these two days — at a Cattle Show — ^but I have seen nothing of 
it myself. Chief Justice Spencer delivered a speech on the occasion, hy way, as I 
suppose, of preparation for the period when he will be compelled to retire to the shades 

of private hfe In haste, yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 
In another letter, April, 1819, Mr. Butler tells Mr. Hoyt from Sandy Hill, that 
" The appointment of Judge Wood worth is universally reprobated h^re ; without 
any exceptions, except the Clintonians." 

Extracts of letters from Michael Ulshoeffer, 1st County Judge, N. Y., to Jesse 
Ho3rt, member of Assembly, Albany. 

l^ew York, Feb. 3, 1823. — ^* I presume that our city appointments are to be 
recommended by the members, at least I have been informed that such is the wish 
of the Grovemor. Will your friend Noah consent to this ? — for I see by his paper 
that he rules at Albany, and that those who offend him are to receive no quarter. 
Pray inform me whether he is authorised to say, as he does in his paper, that all 
who are not his friends had better stay at home, or not offer their names at Albany 
this winter t What are you doing about state printer, will not Leake obtain it ? Let 
me also know whether any open or concerted opposition is made, or making against 
the Crovemor. 

New York, Feb. 18, 1823. With respect to the ComptroUership, I can only say 
that it was not desired by me, and that i had so written before I received your kind 
letter. I have no such views, I assure you. Even that highly respectable situation 
would not tempt me to leave here and reside at Albany, rfor do I desire to he made 
first Judge m any event. My views are more humble, and I have no intention at 
present to become a candidate for any office beyond that of a Notary Public. Ac- 
cept, however, my grateful thanks for your friendly intentions, and if I have an 
opportunity, I wiU reciprocate. Do not make a State Printer,* who will transfer 
the feuds of New York to Albany, and throughout the State. Dulness would be 
preferable to indiscretion. Do look to this. I regret that the appearance of things 
is un propitious at Albany. But is it necessary to oppose Governor Yates? WiU 
not things go on smoothly in future t If the members or Assembly have reamunended 
the county Judges, how comes it that the Governor nominated Barstow^ &c. ? Has 
not the Governor complied with the members' wishes in this respect V 

From Mrs, Harriet Butler, (wife ofB. F. jB.), to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. 
P'm'k Washington, Feb. 19.— Addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y. 
[Private.] " Washington, 18th Feb. '34. 

"My dear Sir — You must either work for Judge S. [Sutherland], or yourself, 
if you do not wish Tallmadge to set the office of D. A. [District Attorney.] 

His brother works like a Cart-Horse in the matter, and thing^^ are working well 
for him. 

Mr. B. [Butler], only yielded to Judge S.'s claims ov^r yours, on account of his 
(the Judge's) peadiarly unpleasant situation in a pecuniary point of view. 

Do help the Judge. The decision of the matter is to be left to the N. Y. Mem- 
bers — Representatives and Senators — and they are all pretty much to a man com- 
mitted to Tallmadge. Great haste, sincerely yours, H. B." 

t [Harriet Butler.] 

• Advertiiig to Mr. Butler's lettar in t»gw 38 and 38, 1 mu«t my that one of the most dangenws and 
wicked of the tricks, by which eleciire insiitntiooB are often entirely nullified, and artful Intriguers placed 
in trusts requiring honesty and capacity, Is our Cavovs srstem, by which the men of one way of thinking 
on politics meet in a room and agrae tliat whenerer one or their number shall get a majority of the votes of 
those then present, were it but one vote more than half, he shall be the nominee of the whole, and all go fat him 
in the legislature. The effect \m to elect in very many instaocee, men who could not get half, sometimes 
little more than a fourth of the unbiased suffrages of all the members, were it not for iliis contrinuice. In 
this way Van Buren got to be U. S. Senator, with a majority of the votes of the legislature aaaiast him~in 
this way the choice by the people of the electors of President of the U. S. is often nuUified--and by this 
means are the liberties of the country undermined. Never was there a more sroes burlesque on nominations 
than what la seen at Tammany Hall, and it is really wonderful that New York submits to It. Surely the 
wisdom and honesty of a free Convention will be able to provide a plan whereby our political nominations 
shall become in all cases, the act of a majority of the people, and not of sordid, seUbh leaders of unprincipled 
factions. 

t Where brackets ( ] an used in any letter or extract, It la br the editor, to explain the meaning of ab- 
bravUted words, Jfcc I wished to keep the ladiea oat of a political work of thb kind, bat Mrs. BaUer deserras 
to be an azcepuon to the nile. 
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Endoned by HoTt, <« H. Batler, Feb. S4ik, 1834." Addiened '' JeM floyt, £«[., 

New Yoi." 

Washington, Feb. S4th, 1834. 

My Dear Sir — ^I can only say in lelation to the office which was the subject of 
a fonner letter, that you h&Te become a candidate too late in the day for any hopes 
of success. 

If Tailmadge and Satherland are set aside, as it is Tery likely they will be, if the 
matter is referred 'to the Delegation, 1 think Mr, Edmonds %inll succeed. 

So far as PAUPERISM* is a ouaMcation and recommendation to the fator of 
party, surely you vnU give in to THE LAST NAMED PERSON. 

But it is a pity, if you really want the office^ that yuu did not say so at the com- 
mencement of the session. You may as well, however, write to Cambreleng, who 
I hear is committed for you, and he will be able to tell you all the difficulties about 
the afiair. 

PRICE, it is thought by Mr. B. [Butler], will be the peison the delegation wiU 
unite upon, if they cannot agree not to disaffree upon either of the first named per- 
sons — out I am of opinion £2Unonds will be Uie man. 

I am hapvy that you can talk so cheerfvUy of your misfortunes. I hope thai you 
wiU yet see brighter days though. 

I perceive by one of your letters yon are getting to be quite an old man. 

Ab. Butler still continues strong in the faith, (Jacksonism) and thinks that all 
the political troubles of the day are neceasary to the purification of the body poli- 
tick. That lessons of wisdom will be learned noto, (and learned by heart), thai 
will do men good. 

Sere four lines of the lady's MS. are carefully erased ! She adds—] 
n't be curious to know the above— it only showed a Uttle of the old lemon of 
Federalism^ which mu admission to the Cabinet cannot, or has not yet, covered. 
Ine mail will close, and I must haste- 
Sincerely yours, H. B. 
Bfr. J. Hoyt. [Harriet Butler.] 



CHAPTER XXXV. 



Mr. Butler^s revenues as U. S. Attorney. Why is he a^ain in office? Enormous 
lau> fees extorted. ** Betts^s foraging ground.^* Wise on Defaulters . Samud 
R. Setts. He explains the Sub-Treasury Law in HoyVs case ! ! The Beits fam- 
ily. $ IS, 000 a year for one clerkship!! Theron Rudd. Cruel persecution of 
La Chaise 4* Co. Bribed and perjured witnesses sent to testify ! ! Butler persuaded 
to take ^^ half fees. ^^ Picture of a Religious Hypocrite. Legal Robbery. Bvrchard 
and Hoyt combine to discard the merchants of N. Y. from juries, as not trust- 
worthy ! Hoyt extorts $ 85,000 of blood money from foreign houses. The Con- 
vention. ^^ 

In the course of 28 month8,t Mr. Butler realized, as District Attorney, from' the 
government alone, $62,690, besides enormous and unlawful [yes unlawfid] fees 

« John W. Edmonds's name as « politleal maiisgvr Is ftmHiar to our nadsn. That qoalltf, with his 
eoDneetions with Van Buren and iheir old associates, and the uses be may he put to as a political chaiactei 
in a wider and more influential circle, maj bare decided Goremor Wright to elevate the dealer in stocks 
and shares, law and politics, Warren street, N. Y., to the liench. He helieTes in Morris's unwritten law- 
warned Glentworth to go awinr, and gsTe up to him the rerv papers he afterwards justified M(Nrris Ibr 
banting after at midnight. * Tfis end justified the means.* In Not. 1S31 he was electea for the 3d district 



to the Ssnate of N. Y. ; followed Silas Wright to get hold of the deposites in 1834 ; Is said to he pioaa ; 
can keep his olBce, worth, I hear, 9/fOOO or more, tiU thrse score ; wean the antl^slaTery foce of Van Buren 

S>litlcs ; has done a deal of party work in his time : was inspeetor of Sing Shig prison when he cot Judge 
ent's place ; and is lauded in the N. Y. Evening Pbst for his < seal, eiBeieney, enlightened ana benoTo- 
lent views.* When we get to the close of Mrs. Bodine's case I will have more to say, in a future sditkm. 
t Nothing can he more erroneous tlutn that men of humble origin are mofe friendly to the class among 
ifhom they were reared than the dwellen In palaces and among the opulent of the land. " The beggar on 
horse tack" is often found in America. Look at Jeffenon and Laiayette— reared in wealth— then compare their 
conduct with that of M. Van Buren and B. F. Butler, who began life selling spirituous llquore in taverns, 
and J. Hoyt, an insolvent store keeper. The latter sneers at merchants fure^ horn, and talks of his " long 
line of snceston.'* In his friends Noah and PhUlips's National Advocate, of Dec. 1813, and in the Long 
Island papen, he win find Jesse Hoyt of Stamford in Cbnnecticut, advertised, with othen, by his Captain as n 
deserter from the United States Army. Perhaps this namesake was of no kin to hin»— perhaps a near rela- 
tive. What mattera It 9 I state the foa in condemnation of his insulting conduct to dassss of msa. It is 
cnitl to dBaoqnce bad tnd good togvthar, of any XM« or body of HMD. 
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from deftadasts, whom his jackall Hoyt had pounced upon, and the profits of his 
privale pnotice. This was better than Sandy Hill and the W. and W. Bank, 
under Jacob Barker. Mr. Butler is again District Attorney— and it is believed 
that the monstrons and iniqnitous (even where legal) fees and gains he got 
formerly, are materiaUy curtailed by act of Congreas. / know that it is not so. He 
will not be 80 barefaced in his exactions now as he was in Hoyt's time — but his 
income is enormona, and unbecoming the style of a frugal republic. No Congress 
could posaiblv have intended to erect such a torturing, harrasaing, grinding inquisi- 
tion as the if. S. Courts here are ahown to be in the aeasion papers of Congress. 
Messrs. Hoyt and Butler were old comrades — ^when in power they understood each 
other— «nd if they did not pluek the pubUc gooae, it never will be plucked by man 
nor woman neither. I reter to the U. S. Commiasionera' reporta and teatimony, 
No. 813, 37th Congreas, 3d Session, H. of R. [Executive,] containing the history 
of Hoyt, Butler and the N. Y. Custom House, printed by the nation, May, 1848. 
How President Polk, with the facts there stated, all in array before him, could 
replace Mr. Butler where he now is, pasaes my understanding. I wiah I could 
spare the means to spread, gratia, through the whole Union, the evidencea of 
recorded worka of the praying, exhorting, Sabbath-keeping District Attorney of 
Southern N. Y. 

In one case, the Schooner Catharine, the U. S. Marshal, at New York, took 
$3847 as his coats, though the proceeds of the sale were only f 3000 — ^in another, 
Elliot & Co., Mr. Buller brought 40 suits vnrong, stopt them — got $3895 aa hia 
costs — ^brought another suit against them (same caae) — exacted other $ 1143 coats 
— issued (by his order) execution, and there were no gooda to take. Butler knew 
there was ** little proapect of collecting the debt " when he piled up theae costs. 
" Strange and impidpable to common honesty as it would a^m, COUNSEL 
FEES, varying from $60 to $600 were demanded AND EXTORTED FROM 
THE DEFENDANTS in such smts, by B. F. Butler, while U. S. Diatrict Attor- 
ney," aa a condition to a aettlement for the government, or a atay of legaJ pro- 
ceas ! ! ! ! ! The Congreas Report adds, that xke court waa atyled '* Betta'a fora- 

S ig ground," hke the debatable ground where black mail waa levied or might 
ve been during the revolution. 

Shortly after the acceaaion of the German, George I, as king of England, his 
favorite cook sought his royal permiaaion to return to Hanover, and assigned aa his 
reason the profligate waste of all articles of food in the king'a kitchen, ao very 
different from German frugality. *' Never mind," aaid hia majeaty, ** do you 
steal like the rest — ^my present revenues and good people can stand the expenae " 
— and added, with a hearty lauffh, '*be sure to take enough." Our Dutch ex- 
president'a advice to his cooks, Hoyt, Butler, and the Betts family, seems to have 
run in the old Hanoverian strain of upstart royalty — *^ Do you steal like the rest, 
and be sure to take enough ! " * 

Samuel R. Betts of Sullivan Co., N. Y., was, with Wm. M. Price and others, 
admitted a Counsellor at Law, in Albany, August 1813. Judge Yates nominated 
him as a Supreme Court Judge in 1833, but the Regency in Senate dissented, 
agreeing however, same year, to make him a circuit judge. Finall^r, he aucceeded 
Mr. Van Neaa aa U. S. Diatrict Judge in N. Y. The evidence in the Govem- 
mesat Commiaaiooers' Report ahowed, that Mr. Ho3rt had put into hia pocket the 
excess of caah balancea, and refuaed to pay the money to the U. S., aa required by 
the law of July 4, 1840. The Solicitor of the Treasury advised a criminal prose- 

* After the Oommlttee of Concren, 1839, had ehown the ehameful neglect of Woodbury, the miaoonduet 
of Swartwout, Ooe, 4tc., and the beadlonff atridee that Hojt waa taldns towarda embesKlemeni, apeculation, 
and frattd, one of their number, H. A. Wlae. aAer rerlewing the whole aubject In a apeech ddivered in the 
H. of ft, and publtahed in the Globe, remarka that it ia the Preaident'a duty to talce earn that the lawa be 
faithfully executed. And (he adda) ^' after what I have laid before you, let me aak, ' What u«e would there 
be in humbling ouraelvee to become apiea and cenaora to report defidcationa and Crimea to itda Ezecutire, 
with a view to a prompt ramoral from oiBce ? Why paaa lawa to enact that the application of ^blic 
money by an oflBcer of Goyemment to prirate uaea aball be a felony V Will reporta or atatutea avail any 
thing? vain and idle! they would the more cloak and conceal and protect theae plunderera. Paaa any 
paina and penaltiee, adopt any ayatem of laws you pleaae— United Sutea Bank, pet banlc ayatem, Sub* 
Treaaory— and let me aak if either could be expected to work well in the handa of auch men who ' counte- 
nance' auch ' &ulta V Sir. we are told by that philoeopher in govenunent, Wm. Penn, that the beat ayatem 
will be aa the worat if badly adminlatarad by bad men ; and that the worat ayatem will be aa the bait, if 
rif^teoualy adminiaterad by good men. A change of men la what ta wanted— a general turn-out of all faith* 
leaa traateee and aenranta." 

The reeult haa ahown that Mr. W}aa clearly undentood tin chnracter «ad objecta of Martin Van Buna and 
hia Mafkleg band of pazBaitea and locuata. 
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eution— Crittenden, Attorney Greneral, and Ewinff, See. TVeas., oooeiderad Hoyt 
liable to a criminal indictment— Jadgee Betts and Thompson when applied to for a 
warrant to arrest Hoyt, were of opinion that he was not liable , although he had 
kept back, had not entered, but had refused to pay over public money. The law 
said that defaulters were to be sent to jail — ^the judges replied that it did not mean 
it. The ^ttb-Treasnry law was then a mere mockery— a trick, to be reproduced 
next election, toitk new music^ if the pets blow up again. Hoyt's decision, with 
Van Buren*s consent, to take checks on banks, and call the bank notes specie, 
which was constantly acted on, show that hypocrisy was always uppermost there 
also. 

Mr. Betts was a keen, sharp, money-loving sort of person, and the goremment 
commissioners, from the manner in which he filled up the offices in his court, 
making it a sort of family concern, became suspicious that the law of Congress, 
limiting fees and salaries, was evaded. They accordingly required from the officers 
of his court answers on oath as to fees, salaries, Ac, and inquired what was their 
relationship to the Judge, which last question appears to have put his honor very 
much out of temper. In John Harrises testimony (DocH. Sid p. 405) he states 
that the clerks of the U. S. district and circuit courts, in New York particulariy, 
had annually exacted enormous fees. Jtidee Betty's brother was clerk of both, 
and he admitted that he had taken in cash 1 18,000 a year, for his clerkship for 
one court only. How much he got out uf the other court is not stated — ^but, in due 
time he resigned, and Judge Betts next appointed his son, then under age. Even a 
leech will leave off sucking human blood when it is full. 

''The jud^ mt^ht not be interested in the fees, before; but is he not, now 
(I849> that his son is appointed, interested in the fees! And if he be, is he not in- 
terested in forfeiting goods ? For, if there were no forfeitures, the trials would 
cease, and there would be no fees ! '* 

Collector Hoyt informed the law officer of the Treasury Department, officially, 
[p. 19, doc. 212] *' that he had no confidence in judicial adjustments, and consid- 
ered it a hopeless task to get verdicts from Judge Betts and Mr.' Waddell's ju- 
ries '* — he therefore preferrod a compromise. To the government com'rs. he ap- 
peared to be the greatcontrolling power in Betters oourts^-though he, Hoyt, writes 
of him thus Tp. 20.] ** Mr. Fleming informs me that he only heard of the sei- 
zures by accident, and he knew nothing of them till the returns came from the 
clerk of the court, into whose hands the judge of the Court [Betts] is proru to be 
careful to have the tnaney paid, so that his brother (the cleric) wiuld get /us fees and 
commissions,^* 

Theron Rudd was clerk of this court many yean ago-^got ' his fees and com- 
missions,' and took care to secure, as his own share of the people's money, 
$ 120,000; entrusted to his care, which he buttoned close up in his breeches 
pocket, and kepi it too. Theron was a delegate ' for Mr. Van Buren's cause,' as 
Bennett woulu say, up at Herkimer, long after that. These great defaulters are 
all great friends of Mr. Buren, who thinks that Morris's never written laws don't 
apply to their cases. Their sympathies and Mr. V. B's seem to run all one way. 
Theron, Butler, Price, and the nettses, jud^, son and brother, have made a great 
deal of money out of U. S. Courts in their time. 

In 1839, a bale of goods was seized— Samuel Bradbury claimed it. After two 
years of a law journey thro' Mr. Betts's court, it was sold in 1841, and its con- 
tents (caasimeres) brought $321. Butler (Attorney) produced his bill of costs, 
$225— Betts's clerks theirs, $81 — ^the Marshal his, $83. The proceeds were 
swallowed up by the democratic law-dispensers, and the collector paid them other 
$68 to square Uieir accounts ! Hoyt and Butler's zeal for '' compromises " did 
not diminish after the election of Harrison.* 

* Mr. Bennet, when chainnan of a committee in the Britieh parliament, made a report on certain extor- 
tiona and crueltiee practleed in a jail in London. Jones the jailer wae examined, who testified that he waa 
only a deputy— the real iailer being a eon of the Lord Chief Justice, and then abroad— with whose father ha 
shared the immense profits of his prison house, per agreement, llie story produced an epigram, not inap- 
piicabte to our Betts. Hers it is— 

When England's chief jailer was called to account, 

And compelled of his profits to aute the amount, 

The conmtittee obserred that the sum was too large 

For one, who had merely of pris'nen the chsjrgo. 

*' Hie aum !'* exclaimed Jooea, " why the OUaf Jvdffs'a aon, 

A lad, who abroad on his traTala is goaa, 
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The case of La Chaise, Fouche & Co. is thus teported by the Com'rs to the 
President. — " The means resorted to by Hoyt to obtain money from tbese foreign- 
ers, are unsurpassed in enormity and official perfidy by any act during his continu- 
ance in office. It seems to have been the policy of the collector, when he designed 
to make seizures, with a'view to compromises, to select foreign houses, with whom 
there would, in aU probability, by less sympathy in the community, and a better 
prospect of success, than there would be if like proceedings were attempted on an 
American house." La Chaise & Co. were Frenchmen, ignorant of our laws and 
language, of good standing, and prosecuted a successful business in New York as 
importers of French silks, &c. Mr. Hoyt cast his eye upon tbem, as fit subjects 
for his and Butler's system — Campbell and Davis were put in requisition. Of the 
former I have spoken — Davis was equally vile and infamous. Of Campbell, Hoyt 
writes to Sidney Bartlett, Boston — ^^ By a perusal of the testimony on the trial 
here, you will readily perceive that he b ready to make any statement to serve 
himself, wiihout reference to the truth of the case.'^ Id. reading of Hoyt and But- 
ler's conduct in office, I have been irresistibly drawn to connect them in my mind 
with the infamous creatures in Ireland, who kept '* the battalion of testimony" al- 
WKys in readiness to swear away the lives of the men who had risen for freedom in 
1798. 

La Chaise and Fouche became the victim of Hoyt's avarice— the charges against 
them were ** compromised." They had goods value $ 70,000, in their store. Of 
these $40,000 worth were free of duty — the rest were dutiable and paid, except 
their last received goods, for which the collector had their bonds to permit an ex- 
amination, if desired. Five cases waited an appraisement in the public store. 
In April, 1838, Hoyt sent his myrmidons to seize every thing in their store, paid 
or unpaid, free or dutiable, and at the same time he seized the five cases in his own 
custody, not waiting for an appraisement. Mr. La Chaise was arrested on a charge 
of perjury, next — the wretches Campbell and Davis swore that the House had 
bribed them — ^three indictments were prepared — ^the grand jury found the bills, on 
C. & D's evidence. The marshal kept the goods a year, beu>re the district attorney 
filed informations, and the case was kept from trial till these unfortunate foreigners 
were forced to accept Hoyt's terms for a compromise, or sustain a total loss of their 
property. Hoyt wrote to Coe, at same time, that he well knew he could neither get 
them convicted on the civil or the criminal suits, and he gives this as a reason for a 
comffTomise !! ! He knew he could not recover in an American court one cent, he 
therefore advised with Butler, Coe, &c. and ofiered to take $ 45,000, and the law 
fees, and compromise the whole, perjury cases and aU ! $ 2,500 were the costs — 
and Hoyt and Butler conrpounded the felonies, as they afiSjrmed they were, for a pe- 
cuniary consideration ! ! Campbell and Davis had no hesitancy in swearing ail Hoyt 
required before the grand jury, to ruin these innocent merchsints, but they durst not 
come openly before their countrymen with the same tale — the pains and penalties of 
perjury stared them in the face, and although they had undertaken to swear by con- 
tract^ at the instance of the degraded and unprincipled Hoyt, they shrunk from the 
bargain. Butler's report, Aug. 23, 1839, says '* No suit was brought for unpaid 
duties, and no probable ground of recovery in any such suit could be discovered." 
He adds, that it was suspected they had frequently entered goods too low — and 
this mere suspicion was the whole grounds of this persecution. What if they had 
done so ? Were not the sworn umpires who had passed upon their goods chosen 
by the President and Senate, with power to place a higher valuation on the same 
if they had chosen to do so ! $6,300 was taken from these merchants for duties 
estimated on goods seized — $ 18,968 on penal bonds pretended to have been forfeited 
because they did not deliver to the collector some part of the very goods he had 
previously seized — an impossibility. One of Butler's items of costs was $ 500 as 
his counsel fee-— and in their review of Butler's report, the U. S. Commissioners 
call it '* an appeal to the government for its approbation," because of ^e *' pecu- 

U the jailer \n fact, hy hie father selected ; 

And to him I account for whaterer'e collected ; 

But the eoo being Tet but an infant in laiv\ 

The Noble Lord takee what the latter would draw." 

Fair Juetlce of England ! what ille can aaaail her ? 

While the fttherTchief Judge, the son ts Chief Jailer ! 

His ital yet a step would the Noble PMr stretch. 

Let him taks hit next hair, and make him Jack Ketch. 
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niary g*in» obuiaad by dn^Ucifty and maaagement, oat of oooit, which eoold not 
have been recoyeied in a fair aod impaiUal trial." 

Beaidea beinff frightened oat of $47,500, the unfortonBle Frenchmen had their 
trade atopt, and their goods under lock and key for over twelve months. The 
accommodating Mr. Woodbury approved of Butler and Hoyt'a course, and, say the 
Commissioners, it is aaaerted that Judge Betts took the same view, on the u>pli- 
eation of Butler for his sanction. I wmdd noiataU dovU it. Tet it is rather hard 
to the foreigner to exact penalties where the exactor, like the law, admits innocence 
or the absence of proof of guilt. Bleecker, Hoyt's assistant cashier, when the 
$63,000 worth of entries disappeared from the cashier's and naval offices, was the 
informer against La Chaise, hut he never brought him forward. Mr. Curtis 
speedily turned him adrift. , 

We have seen Mr. Butler playing the banker at Sandy Hill, the lawyer at Al- 
bany, the politician at Washington, and the speculator everywhere. The disinter- 
ested and pious law-partner of * the magician,' is now at New York. In his speech 
at J^ew Brunswick, 8th Oct. 1840, he says, that Mr. Van Burea told Bir. ForayUi 
to tell him that if he did not like the office of D. A., it was hoped he would take it 
in consideration of the great public interests at that moment at stake in New York. 
On the 12th of Dec. 1838, he took office, and Mr. Hoyt wrote to the Solicitor of 
the Treasury, same day — *^ I am amused with Mr. Butler— he is so terrified at the 
tm^vt/y of the age^ that he has made up his mind not to reoeive a dollar of the pub- 
lic money, but he intends to make me receive all ; and / am pate anprehenswe that 
he will not even receive his own costs. I am sure he will not'receive half as much as 
he will be entitled to. I ahall lecture him on this subject." Mr. Hoyt knew his 
man better than this. Independent of his private law ousiness, opinions, advices, 
&c. &c., Mr. Butler took from the U. S. alone, in 1889, $ 18,235— in 1640, 
$33,210 — and resolvingto have a grand haul out of compiomises, settlements, 
^* Yorkshiremen," and Frenchmen, the worthy descendant of the Connecticut 
scythe-maker, and of Oliver Cromwell (! !) condescended to receive for his legal 
labors during the first quarter of 184 1 , only ftJ' $ 12,244. No doubt he would have 
taken more, but for *' the iniquity of the age." 

In Butler*8 Memoirs, Democratic Review, Jan. 1839, we are told that " Mr. 
Butler has been, since the year 1817, a professing and sealous member ^of the Pres- 
byterian church." Why not put the profession into practice 1 Only two years after 
he joined the church, he wrote to Jacob Barker from the Bank — ** I told him [Gil- 
christ,] I was ready to pav in specie, but commenced paying Wiswall," &;c. Hia 
letter was vnitten on Wednesday moming^it admits that he had but $ 1,400 in 
specie, to serve all comers till Saturday momiog, and that Wiswall had presented 
$ 4,800, and Gilchrist $ 5,300 of the notes of the Bank for payment. Did not Mr. 
Butler tell an untruth here? Gilchrist, he adds, did not wait. And why? Because 
he saw that Mr. B. had resolved not to pay him. In the Democratic Keview, Ikfar. 
Butler's biographer assures us, that' *' before he left the bank, by great exertiims 
and care, its credit was restored, and specie payments resumed." Not one word 
of this is true— yet our zetUaus professor, though a known contributor to the Re- 
view, remains acquiescent and silent! *' He was," says tb^ Review, '' fh>m the 
commencement, one of the most lealous advocates" '* of the temperance reform." 
Is the three hours' debauch behind the bank counter, with the Young Patroon, the 
xealoos advocate's practice? If the Presbyterian church allows Mr. B. longer to 
vsmain in her communion, without evidence of deep contrition, she is a fallen star 
as compared to what she was in the honest old times of Calvin, Knox, Rutherford 
and Renwick— but we do not desire to anticipate her course, with a brother who, 
on his own shovring, has been guilty of the crime of obtaining money upon fidse 
pretences." 

Speaking of Barker's conduct in the Washington and Wanen, in 1819, Butler, 
as his counsel on Uie trial in 1827, when he was convicted for his frauds in 1826, 
said, '* I know that the most unparalleled exertions were made by him to redeem 

his bills, and to indemnify the public If he could have coined his heart's 

blood into golden drachms, not a drop of it would have been withheld, whilst one 

of his notes remained unpaid Since then he has labored with untiring 

assiduity, and PROVIDENCE has smiled on his exertions." Even as a money- 
changer, and stock-jobber, Butler cannot help presenting his confederate to the 
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toart 88 a succeBsful gambler, whose trade is under the especial guidance of 
IO» Providence ! ! ! 

The youthful and observant Pollock, in his ** Course of Time," sketches the 
picture of one, who at the day of judgment was sent below — 

Where still hia faM, from aocitnt euitom, waan 
A holy air. which says to all that pass 
Him by : I was a hypocrite on earth. 

I bestow it on Mr. Polk's friend, the District Attorney at New Tork» with 
iojunctionsy that, at a mirror, or elsewhere, he shall try to find the original : 

"HawMaman 
Who stole the livery of the court of heaveo 
To serve thi deril ; in Tirtue's guise 
Def oured the widow's house and orphan's bread ; 
In holy phrase transacted TiUaioiee 
That common sinners durst not meddle witk 
At sacred feasts he sat among the sainu, 
And with his guilty hands touched holieet tkingi ; 
And none of sin lamented mors, or sighed 
More deeply, or with graver countenance, 
Or longer orayer, wept o*er the dying man, 
Whose iniant childran, at the moment, he 
Planned how to rob ; in sermon style he bought, 
And sold and lied ; and salutations made 
In eeripture terms ; he prayed by ouantity, 
And with his repetitions long and load, 
All knees were weary : with one hand he put 
A penny In the urn of povertir. 
And with the other took a shiUtng out 
On charitable list*— trumneu which told 
The public ear, who had in secret done 
The poor a benefit, and half the alms 
They told of, took themselves tu keep them ■ofandliig'^ 
He blazed his name, more pleased to nave it than 
Than in the book of life. See'st thou the man t 
A serpent with an angel's voice ! a grave 
With fiowen bestrewed ! and yet few were deceived, 
His virtues over-done, his face 
Too grave, his preyera too long, his charities 
Too pnmpousiy attended, and, nis speech 
Lanfed too freauently, and out of time 
With serious pnraseology, were rents 
That in his garments opened In spite of him, 
Through which the welVaccustomod eye could see 
The rottenness of his heart/'* 

In 1839, June term. District Court, Mr. Butler moved for iudgments on Lee^ 
Baboock ^ Co. on 26 bonds— one motion. He demanded for this, of gOTemment, 
fees, $ 1,860. Same month, one motion for judgments against Gibson & Co. on 
44 bonds — ^he received $1,803. March 1840 — one motion, for judgment against 
Lee & Co. paid Butler fees (from public purse), $3,514. Feb. 97, 1841, Butler, 
for one motion against same firm, on 46 bonds, put in his pocket $ 3,338 of fees^- 
alao $ 3,198 for one motion of a like kind in April, and $ 1,334, on another, made 
aarae day. In May another, and took $1,376 fees. On 14 motions by him for 
judgments on 396 merchants' bonds, his costs charged to the United States ; and 
paid him out of the taxes raised on sugar, woollens, cottons, coffee, &o., came to 
$ 23,087, not one dollar of which the debtors ever paid back. The Treasury Solicitor 
at Washington even writes him to multioly suits ibr his own emolument, and for 
the benefit of Betts's clerk and the marshal^ by increasing costs^ mrovided the debiori 
are w/ben^— otherwise to make one suit serve on all the bonds oue by one hoose. 
The unprincipled character who thus wrote was a Mr. Matthew Biiehard, who was 
permitted to resign with Batler and Hoyt, his confederates. 

Mr. Hoyt wrote him, Feb. 33, 1840, that *' hitherto large numbers of jurors have 

* Mr. Macanley pota the following description of Charles I, Into Milton's mouth, not thinking it mlghft 
•pplT tolerably well to some of the nunlly of Old NoU aloo, when transplanted to Americn : 

'* If be break his word to his people, Is it a sufficient deftoee that ha keeps it to his companions Y IT ha 
vippress and extort all day, shall ha be held blameless because he prayeth at niffht and mominf f If he ba 
tnaatiable In plunder and revenge, shall we pass it by because in meat and drink be is temperacaf If ha 
bare lived like a tymnt, shall he be forgotten because he hath died like a martyr I 

He was a man, as I think, who had such a semblance of Tirtuee as might make his rices most dang•^ 
ops. He was not a tyrant aftar oar wonted English modal. The second Richard, and the second and fou^h 
Sdwards, and the eighth Harry, were men profuse, gay, boisterous : loven of women and of wine, of no ou^ 
ward sanalty or gravity . Charles waa a ruler after the Italian iaahion ; graTo, demure, of a solemn caxriaga, 
and sober diet ; as constant at prayers as a piiaet, as heedleas of oaths aa an athalst." 
19 
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been taken from the mercantile claflsea, against which ooune (he adda) I have re- 
monstrated." Birchard immediately wrote the Marshal, at N. York to '* endeaTor 
to select impartial, cwable men, who are totally disconnected with trade, and all ita 

influences the whole nation knows that confidence may well be placed in 

the integrity and judgment of honest fanners and mechanics." 
Here we see the Collector, behind the screen, directing the marshal, through the 

Soyemment solicitor to discard whole classes of men, as jurors, in cases where 
lat Collector would derive a vast income from a decision one way, but not the 
other. Was it not the interest of the old, intelligent, enterprising merchant, of 
established character and unsullied fame, that real attempts to defraud the revenue 
ahould be put down ? Undoubtedly, for it came in contact with his interest as a 
fair trader — ^and yet Hoyt nroscribed him from the jqy box, doubtless because his 
knowledge and honor would prevent him from stoop mg to oppress and injure others. 
Hoyt would punish rogues, ne says— but it is evident he dared not trust the up- 
right dealer to« judge as to who the rogues were. How such a document aa the 
report before me must have excited the detestation and contempt of every honora- 
ble mind against Van Buren and his meauHBouled cabal ! 

Ill page 265, and elsewhere, the U. S. Com'rs report to the President and C<»i- 
gress, that Hoyt instituted prosecutions against some eight or ten foreiffu houses, 
chiefly English importers of woollens, on the pretext that goods imported by them in 
Swartwout's time — in most cases 18 months or two years before the date of these 
prosecutions, and on which the government appraisers had decided, as beinp^ entered 
at fair rates — ^were undervalued. He harrassed them in the entries of then: fall im- 
portations of woollens for 1839 — ^threatened them with the testimony of wretches 
who, instead of being employed in the Customs should have been whipt at the cart's 
tail — held them to heavy ball on pretended extra charges out of the goods they had 
entered and paid for years before— and actuaUv extorted $85,000 blood money 
from them, besides fees to dear Mr. Butler. Compare John Van Buren qiecular- 
ting out of Marcy's message with Hoyt and Butler in the Custom House. They 
are still the same. The knaves' compact holds good to the last, gentlemen — and if 
this be libel ye are lawyers, and make the most of it. The CorwerUion will come^ 
and, depend on it, honest men and true will be ripe for resurrection by the month 
of June 1846. To sui>pose that knavery like yours could hold out much longer 
would be to doubt the justice of Him who planted in the mind of man feelings of 
love and kindness, one to another. To return to my narrative : 

Of this $85,000 campramisey the chairman of the U. S. Com'rs says in his 
report : '* The motives of the collector were mercenary and corrupt in the inception 
of these proceeding, and animated all his acts, to the final consummation of the 
official robbery which he perpetrated on his victims in open day, and with the ap- 
probation of the government at Washington, to which he ought to have been held 
responsible for conduct so disgraceful to the national character." Buder says, in 
a letter, that Hoyt '' collected^ their various entries and invoices " — ^Hoyt, in the 
cases of Taylor, Shaw, &c., declares, " we had not possession of the original or 
other invoices." We compromised, says Hoyt, '* bei^use we had no evidence on 
which to convict the defendants "—he even ** boasts of having oveireached and 
entrapped them by pretending to know more than he really did, and to have evi- 
dence which he had not." 

Hoyt's whole course shows a disposition to quarrel with and iU-treat England, 
with a view probably to a war. Heaven protect our country from war anywhere 
— and, worst of all, a war where plausible peculators, financiers, land-jobbers, and 
pretended reformers, with mantles of piety, would guide the helm of state, and 
share the prey of the innocent ! 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 



Hoyty Beers f and the N, A. Trust and Banking Co. Its commencement. A grand 
borrowings stock-jobbing j speculaiinf machine^ on free-trade [!f] principles. Pre- 
pares bonds for $ 11,000,000. Ways and Means. Becomes Insolvents-Ideals in 
CoUon^Retains B. F. BiUler. Oumcery Reforms. Jesse Hoyt bolsters the 
Bank, and speculates in its stock, which begins at $f^ and falls to $3. 
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«* IThe North American Trust and Banking Company " is known also as Beeis's 
bank, Mr. Joseph* D. Beers the " financier " having been its president until the 
c^nmng speculators who ^ot it up had pillaged this country, and even Europe, to 
the utmost extent of their mffenuity. When hopelessly, and I think, fraudulently 
insolvent, it passed mto the hands of Mr. David Leavitt as Receiver, loaded with 
secret trusts made to its own officers and their associates. Mr. L. is the gentleman 
whose testimony bore so hard on certain sharpers and shavers of Wall street, who 
were convicted m the stock-jobbing trials of 1826-7; and his first report, after 
two years' obsenration, possesses evident traces of his ancient intrepidity. 

Mr. Leavitt found in specie, a broken silver dollar, and no more, also President 
lleers a note for $26,836, and other obligations, a water barrel, a map of Auburn 
(did some of the managers contemplate its ample state prison ?) some coal, &a 

This banking company was organized, July 14, 1838, under a modification of 
the free trade law which Flagg, Hoyt, Phelps, &c. had clamored for, when no 
more money could be made by the Safety Fund speculations. On June 13lh a pre- 
paratory meeting was held, consisting of Goold and Charles Hoyt, Geo. D. Strong, 
J. L. Graham, J. B. Murray, Thos. W. Olcott, Saml. WUkeson of Buiftlo, N. 
Weed, and three or four others. The chief " performer," Beers, did not appear 
that day. On the 13th of, July, Messrs. Beers, C. Hoyt, H. Yates, J. B. Morray, 
and many persons of character, property and influence, were named as directors — 
on the 18th, twenty-two of them met— Beers was appointed their president, the 
intrepid Myndert Van Schaick (who would not sit in Senate with Bishop,) vice- 
president, John Lorimer Graham (late post-master, N. Y.) their man of law, and 
Walter Mead and D. E. Tylee, cashiers. Then only were subscriptions for stock 
opened, and between three and four millions issued, of which the (apparently 
self-elected) directors kept more than a third to themselves, as this, with a feW votes 
from others, would retain for them the direction wMle it might be desirable. Mr. 
Van Schaick retired two months after, well pleased ; aud it was good policy to 
obtain, as they did, his written approbation. He declared his belief that their 
investments of capital were wisely made. 

Mr. Graham, in his historical review, tells us that the bank bought a million of 
Arkansas stock, of which A. C. Flagg had a favorable opinion, and was ready to 
receive it at par, as good security for circulating notes. Mr. Van Bureii, too, liked 
this Arkansas stock, and sent the gold for the $600,000 education legacy that way, 
Uirough men who had probably dealt in pitch previously and forgotten to wash their 
hands. Apart from politics, what was there in Arkansas stock to justify this 
opinion, held by Beera, Van Buren, Woodbury, C. Hoyt and Flagg? Another 
question— «re we justified in believing that such was really their opinion ? $ 1 ,200,- 
000 were also vested in Indiana state stock. Did oft repeated accounts of the folly 
predominant in Indiana and Illinois finance and legislation, and in their canal 
making, routes and management, induce purchase the second— or was there a 
wheel within a wheel — knowing ones wanted Arkansas and Indiana stock out of 
their hands, and aiding in contriving this contrivance for the purpose? A simple 
man would think they could havefouad more judicious specie investments, but per- 
haps part of their capital was in reality, paid in such obligations. Mr. Leavitt 
shows us that neither of those causes had had much efl^t in throwing Uiese stocks 




certificates of deposits, to the amount of millions, purporting on their face to be is- 
sued by the bank, and many of them payable in London. Of these, a great part 

* The ■tock-broken faavv erlncad a keen appetite for thecoatrol of 'Tlniet Companies.' Mr. R. H. 
NeTioa, Broker, Wall atrset, writee to lllr. Jeaae Ho/t, at Aibanj, dated New York, 14th Jan'j, 1831, aa 
foUowa: 

" Dear Hoyt^Imuat tronble joa to let me know, whether oar Banki, aowbeioff willing to take renewal* 
or their Charten on the terma oflbred to them laat winter, will aU be able to get them ? It was predicted 
vf iome perK>ne that some of ttiem might not liave another clianee. 

ilad as to a new Thiet Go.— do yon think that an application from a very reepectable liat of petitionem 
will racceed in fsUing a Charter similar to the one granted at the laet eeaeion f 

I shall be mnch obllced for joor opinion on tlia abore, or on anj other subjeeta that maj hare to do with 
Wall street. I am willing to run the risk of jour opinions. ...... I hold considerable Lift and 

Trust Co. Slock, which idil rlas or foil probably when tha queatlon is settled about other charters. 

Youia rery slncaralj, R. H. NSYINSL" 
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were made payable to Hallett (clerk of the Superior Court,) Graham (their attor- 
ney,) Talmaffe (now Mayor of Brooklyn,) and other ofiicera of their aaaociation. 
They sold what they could everywhere, to raise the wind — and this base, pawn- 
brokmg concern they had the assurance to call a bank and an American trust, witii paid 
up capital ! ! Beera, their guide, was the person of whom Bennett in his 
Herald once put out a puff, about his retiring in Sept. '35, with a fortune of a mil- 
lion of dollars, the proceeds of his industry, and so torth. 

In the winter of 1839-'40, Uiis patent borrowing machine, with a capital to lend, 
found its promises coming in for payment, its bought stocks declining in Talue, and 
its cash very low indeed ; and among other schemes to keep afloat it sought the aid 
of Martin Van Buren, through his commercial grand Tizier, Jesse Hoyt. At the 
same time, 900 bonds JFOR ELEVEN MILLIONS OF D OLLARS, in promises to 
pay to Walter Mead the cashier, FIVE YEARS AFTER Feb. 1840, were signed 
by Beers, as president, and while yet in the company's hands, bonds and mortgages 
were executed from the company to Graham and others its associates, as a pretend- 
ed security for payment — and a million trust deed was filled up, the third party 
being Mr. Horaley Palmer of the Bank of England, and others in Europe. Many 
more capers were cut with public credulity, but I have not room to notice them. 
Some of their bonds they paid to their creditors as cash — they handed them to 
others as " a collateral security" — for instance, to T. E. Davis who had LENT 
them his note for $ 79,000. To Col. James B. Murray,* a character much mixed 
up with American stock-jobbing, and a regular signer of Swartwout's Custom 
House recommendations, they gave $ 30,000, to try to dispose of in Europe, for 
his own aocount, he having been their great gun there ! In the course of 1840, 
Talmage, the Brooklyn Mayor, succeeded Beers as president, and he also signed 
lots of trumpery due-bills, which they called post notes, certificates, bonds, &c. 

In May, 1840, a State law was passed, forbidding such associations as this from 
issuing any of their bills or notes unless pavable on demand, and without interest. 
This was wisely intended to protect the public from such wholesale knavery as I 
have adverted to. In their statements for the public eye, as required by statute, 
they had concealed much of their trust conveying, due-bill pufiing machinery — and 
found no difficulty, it seems, to peisuade learned lawyers, *' for a consideration," to 
be of, and declare their, opinion, that the statute forbidding their post-note trade 
did not intend to forbid it at all, just as learned lawyers were found many years 
ago, of opinion, that although the U. S. Constitution expressly forbids the Sutes 
to issue promissory notes, as cash, or tamper with the currency, it did not mean to 
do that, Dy any means. 

When Mr. Leavitt was appointed Receiver, he found Mr. Graham and othen 
managing this insolvent institution, as trustees. The very men through whose 
management the bank was broken down, yet stood by the wreck they had caused, 
and retained control of its whole property ! Who ever heard of a reckless pilot 
and engineer landing a North River boat high and dry on the rocks, and aAerwards 
retaining their control, in spite of all concerned, *' by previous legal agreement?" 
It appeared that $ 9000 a year were chare ed for attending to two of the eight 
trusts. The Company had done a little, and but little, as bankers — as stock-jobbers 
a preat deal. They were very needy or very greedy, for, they kept borrowing, at 
rumous rates, almost continually. Beers, and leeches like him, sucked the very 
life's blood of the institution. 

Postmaster Graham and his two law firms charged and got about $44,000 for 
trouble, besides fees, said to amount to as much more. 

The Company boueht cotton for $640,000 here, and sold it at $90,000 losa in 
England, and also sold their promises to pay for what they would fetch anywhere. 
Of course, they must have expected to fail. Mr. B. F. Butler appears to have 
been the senior counsel of ** the trustees." None more fit. When they got in 
Chancery Butler would feel quite at home ; and if he did not keep Leavitt some 

* Ool. Jmum B. Mnmy may htrt been eonacieotioualj opposed to Madiaoii'i meMuret Iq 1812. Manr 
Uiere were who held Neooleon to be u nganUew of neutral riehu ae George 3rd. My &ult to bim ia Qmt 
he was a a|ieculator, a dangerous cbaracter because a iaahion^le, polite stock-jobber. He was in aerrice 
in 1818, was made a lieutenant-colonel by Tompkins in 1814, with a very complimentary letter, and 
Mpointed in 1816 to the command of the Gorernor's Guard. I belioTe be has been an alderman of New 
York. He was sent to Albany, with Jeromos Johnson, Prosper M. Wetmoie, John L. Graham, Stepb. 
Allen, Gid. Lm, and othen, on behalf of ' the party' in New York, to persuade Marcy and the Lecislatun 
in 1837 to nncUon the bankraptcr of the banks, depoeites and all-«nd shrewdly selected ae the agent to 
repneeni In Europe the wishes of Beers's vast stock- jobbing machine. 



JBS8E HOTT UPHOLDS BEBE's TEUST CO. 149 

time at haj there, and delay a decision in due form of lawy I mistake the man. 
Graham, in his statement, assnres the public that Messrs. Butler, &c., after a full 
inTestigation, " have a perfect conviction" that the company acted in good faith 
throughout. So have I-^on the Washington and Warren mnk principle. The 
Receiver consulted Judge Sutherland, Samuel Stevens, H. Denio, &c., who agree 
in sentiment that the trusts are all void and unlawful. Sutherland's opinion is 
a very able, clear and convincing document. In Jan. 1841, there were about 500 
shareholders in America, and large claims in Europe. Did they ever pretend to 
difide profits ? A Committee, in Nov. 1840, shewed that Beers, while president, 
had played the stock-jobber on a large scale, and contrived to have his own 
account '* very complicated" — ^but they hoped to hold their own with him — a hard 
case truly ! No doubt, however, but pious Mr. Butler will make all straight. 
Why is not his opinion paraded in print, like the others ? Again — Does he really 
believe that assignments made by an insolvent bank, like this, to secure future 
advances, are lawful ? 

Thomas G. Talmage was one of its first directors, and a member of its first 
committee of finance. As its last president, he followed the hearse when eon- 
sumption had left of its remains little more than a broken dollar and water barrel. 
In his appeal to the public, he owns that he entered the concern as a means of 
carrying on organized stock-jobbing, money borrowing, post note issuing — a la 
Beers. His statement in the newspapers is by far the most favorable I have yet 
seen — ^and if he is correct, the stockholders will yet recover much of their capital. 
It would be well if the Leoislature this winter would appoint a capable and faith- 
ful committee to look into the operation of the court of chancery, take the evidence 
of scientific and practical men, and print the whole for distribution before the 
Convention meet. There is surely much that is injurious in following usages (as 
Blackstone says) derived '* from the imperial and pontifical formularies introduced 
by their clerical chancellors." If our *^ natives" would turn their batteries against 
the foreign laws adopted en masse from worn out monarchies, future ages miffht 
have cause to honor and bless their memories. Why did Mr. Butler and his 
revising friends in the legislature, ever consent that a free democracy should thus 
define the powers of our Chancery Court, in the Statute — " They "are co-exten- 
sive with the powers and jurisdictions of the Court of Chancery in England," 
except, &c. ? 

Mr. Jesse Hoyt lent this company at one time or another at least a million of 
dollars, of the Custom House funds, in gold and silver, at a time when govern- 
ment had to issue its notes of hand, bearing interest, to the public creditors, and 
when he was afilrmiog that he had no public funds on hand ! These facts were 
noticed in the journals of the day, and in letters of complaint to Washington — and 
as Mr. Van Buren and his cabinet remained silent, it may be inferred that Vix, 
Hoyt acted by direct or implied orders. For the money so lent the public received 
no interest — ^but the directors gave their bond to Hoyt for repayment, with some 
Indiana stock as additional security. As he was a regular stock-jobber, it is pre- 
sumed that M'Jimsey, (his brother-in-law, and one of his sureties,) and other bro- 
kers, bought and sold the stock of this bank for him, according as his loans to it or 
drafts from it afiected the value of the shares. What other compensation he got 
is as yet a secret. M* Jimsey refused to testify. Cash commanded, in these times, 
in Wall street, a heavy bonus on loans. Hoyt knew that he retained hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, according to Poindexter, of which no returns were made to 
the Treasury — and by the interest may have cleared $ 60,000 a year, instead of 
$ 40,000. His pecuniary situation may be now artfully veiled. Perhaps he will be 
next heard of through the Morris Canal Co. Oct. 10th, 1830, N. A. T. shares were 
sold at 53 — ^two days after at 45, and the bank was then due Hoyt $ 175,000. 
On the 20th Jnly shares had been up at 79 — in Dec. they were down at 35. In 
April, 1840, Hoyt was a creditor for $350,000 — and the stock had risen to 5r — in 
August he had withdravm all but $ 13,000 and shares sold for but 36. In Nov. 
1841 (I quote the £v. Post) the shares of the N. A. Trust Co. would fetch bnt 
$3, which within three years had commanded $95. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIL 

Difficulties which surr<ntnd the upright merchant in New York, Tariffs — Congress 
Laws^^Enormous Law Costs^^rotests — Appraisers^^Politicp^Aocammodations 
— Men of Straw-^Our Currency^The Custom Hous^^E^njplhymeiU of mean^ 
jobbing poUticianS'^AJbuse-'^'SmufgUng and evasions of Revenue IJawS'-^Surveyor^s 
Public Loda^-^Drawbadcs — Foreign Slices exported. Conclusion, 

An American merchant, perhaps more especially an importer at New York, 
who deals in dutiable articles, is more to be pitied than enyiea. An honest, fair and 
manly course of dealing is assuredly not his passport to independence, or a compe- 
tence, even with real capital, undoubted credit, and great experience. 1 will explain 
why this is so. 

First, The tarifis or rates of taxation on importattons are exceedingly change^ 
able, and that, too, sometimes very suddenly. 

Second, The laws of Congress imposing duties are often differently construed in 
different Custom Houses. For instance, a Boston merchant may have. imported 
heavily, and been charged 25 per cent. — the same article brought by a New York 
trader may have paid 60. Both charges may have been returned to the indolent 
political financiers at Washington, and approved of. When the New Yorker finds 
nimself undersold at Boston, he enquires, ascertains the cause, complains at New 
York and Washington — but if he did not enter a protest at the time of payment 
here— he loses the diflerence. And how could he know that there would be two 
rates 1 Only a few weeks since. Collector Lawrence issued a notice that no duties 
would be refunded unless the importer had formally protested when he paid his 
money, stating his reasons. In such a case as I have instanced, how could he state 
what he did not know! And why should the justification of an error be persisted 
in, to his injury, and his right refused him, on a dishonest, legal quibble 1 

Third, But it may be said — Go to law with the United States. Even Jesse 
Hoyt admits, that if the Collector seize goods value $400, or less, no matter how 
unjust the seizure may be, it were better for the merchant to submit than sufl^ 
under the enormous law costs and delays of the United States' Courts. 

Fourth, A number of merchants import each of them the same kind of goods. 
The Collector says the duty is so much per cent. Some demur and protest— others 
pay quietly— one of them tries the case at law, and the Collector is found to be 
wrong. Those who protested may get back the duty overcharged — those who did 
not, are, by Butler and Lawrence's rule, shut out. What could be more iniquitous 
than such a rule t In this and the second statement of my series, I am not offering 
hypothetical cases. Secretaries of the Treasury and Comptrollers, and their subs, 
p in and out of oflSce, and Collectors and Comptrollers here, are up and down, 
:e Jack in a box. Every new man has a new way with him. 
Fifth, A set of appraisers are selected by the President ; and if the United 
States Senate find them competent, on evidence to them satisfactory, they go into 
ofiice, with a little army of clerks and assistants of all sorts. It is their duty to say 
whether the invoice and the goods correspond — ^whether the importer has rated 
them too low, or too high — and to fix tlie value. To aid them in any case that may 
require it, the most respectable referees may be selected, and every possible means 
taken to arrive at a fair valuation. What more can an importer do than pay the 
rates deemed fair by umpires selected by the highest poiyer in the Union, the 
treaty making power ? Yet it is a truth — Who does not feel the deep disgrace of the 
avowal I Most true it is, that after all this has been done, immense quantities of 
goods have been seized in the warehouses of the merchants here, and even followed 
to Philadelphia — ^the parties stopt frbm efifectinc sales — ^their credit broken— them- 
selves involved in law— and all this to extort m>m their necessities or their fean 
more money in taxes than the umpire of the taxing power declared to be just. The 
very power that declares to you in a circular that no monies paid in duties shall ever 
be refunded, no matter how wrongfuUy paid, unless you protest against the wrong 
when paying — selects its umpire, makes no protest, gives a receipt for the duties 
you have paid — and six months after, sends the thief-takers and its deputies to pnll 
down your goods off the shelves, on the pretext that you have forfeitea all, by not 
paying more than government asked ! 
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Sufth. John Manly begins bosineBS in Pine street, with a soitable capital and 
education— but is no trading politician. Solomon Sneak commences in same line 
right opposite, with ill-deserved credit and no capital at all — but he is "a regular 
democrat of our stamp," goes with " the party " at all meeting, electioneers for 
them now and then, possesses a secret or two worth haying, and is their busy-body, 
or one of that class. Prosper Piety* is in the same position as Solomon, except 
that he and his partner are worth less than nothing, and clothed in religion as with 
a mantle. Will not the two latter be able to speculate, borrow, indorse, bargain, 
buy, seU, enter goods low, and actually take the bread out of Manly's mouth, 
through enormous discounts, loans on &ncy stocks, easily entered invoices, a delu- 
sive appearance, and a false credit ? Is it not an every &y occurrence ? Think of 
the deposites as they were used in the Manhattan and other Banks. Were not the 
monies nused for duties from many merchants and handed over to a favorite few * of 
our politics ' to speculate with, some of these few men of as little credit or charac- 
ter 88 Jesse Hoyt when he had the Custom House thrown to him as a dog gets a 
bone to pick ; clerks, merchants and all ? Can commerce thrive thus servM ? 

Seventh. What can be moro ruinous to the fair-dealing merohant than a cuirency 
saeh as ours, varying hourly and everywhere — ^vacillating between United States 
Bank notes redeemable in specie and safety fund N. York notes, of all kinds and 
qualities, payable, unless you want the money, in cash ; but in case of a run, the 
legislature instancy legalizes no payment at all, leaving you at liberty to buy their 
specie of their broker with their own notes ; or, in other cases, to ^ait till their 
hundreds of thousands of dollars of country over-issues shall be redeemed, years 
hence it may be, by A. C. Flaigg our sagacious comptroUer ? 

That any fifty or sixty capitidists who, by buying up moro than half the stock of 
a new national bank, chartered on the British corporation system, or getting hold of 
U. S. securities and investing them in its stock at commencement, should by this 
means become the bankers and troasurers of the Union — ^that their * promises to 

ry ' shoidd be a legal tender to every civil or military person employed by the U. 
in payment of salaries, and at every custom house and post-office for revenue — 
that these fifty or sixty persons should elect the bank directors, make the money 
and issue the money — ^lend to whom they will or refuse at pleasure — ^be lenient to 
other banks, or, at pleasure, harrass them to paj up the last dollar — and, should 
the states severally agree, create 10 or 100 associate banks, to be called branches — 
half of these 50 or 60 men, perhaps, the agents of strangers — ^that such a bank as 
this should be again set up, and its managers made the *• regulators ' of the credit 
and currency of the country, would be no final settlement of the question. Repub- 
licans would oppose it on principle--office-seekers would make ' repeal ' their war 
cry, and the cause of the evils which make justice a reproach, be untouched. 

Eighth, The merchant has to do — not with regular business men of high char- 
acter, but with violent partisans,! rowdies, reprobates, political hacks paid with 
places, bankrupts, icnoraDoe in one, low cunning in another, treachery m a third. 
Hoyt, Swartwout, Price, and Butler speak for themselvesh—but Hoyt publishes 
Deputy Collector Lyon as corrupt and unworthy — ^he declares the appraisers of his 
tune to be utterly ignorant — he sends Deputy Collector James Campbell to convict 
merohants, after this Campbell had acknowledged on oath his own infamy as being 
bribed and perjured — ^Joseph R. Bleecker is converted from a cashier and deputy 
collector into an informer for hire, receiving presents from Ives, or rather taking 
credit with an understanding, &c. Entry Clerk and others, take pay from the 
State on the one hand, and illegal fees from the importer on the other, knowing 
them to be illegal. 

* Ev«a Eof ItohnMn felt the weight of Hojt'a official power, In England. A Mr. Prieatlej conaigned, 
fronvI^Terpool, goods, value S26,000, to J. W. Corlies. TVo years aAer (I84I) thej were in custody— no 
trial had been oMalnecL Priestley was brolcen up in consequence, and had to assign his estate to trustees. 
It is a terrible system that permits foreign goods, correctly inroiced as to auantity, to be seised on a pfe- 
tezt that ther are invoiced too low— and that too with umpires chosen by the U. S. whom the Importer is 
willing to aUde by if government wish it. 

t For the average character of Custom House Clerks and Officers, see Reports of U. S. Com'n to Presi* 
dent, 1841-'2, Doc. 21S— and Jesse Hoyt's Letters— also the Morning Neu>», N. Y., by O'SuUivan, 1st 6 
months of 1846, and the N. Y. Evening Pdst generally. The last named print, June 30, 1815, says— 
<« The Custom House hare has for some years past been an intolerable engine of oppression, a mischievous 
organ of petty tyrannyj a cocmpting source of iniquity." Yet this dishonest, pluisible paper lauded and 
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MiUA. It IB often asserted, and I believe it, on all the information and expe* 
rience of thirty years' acquaintance with commerce, that, taking the whole State 
of New York, an immense proportion of the dutiable articles pay no duty at all. 
Among the hosts of officers of one sort or other, how few are selected for their in- 
telligence and integrity !--some such there are— just and honorable men — but the 
majority are street politicians — and Mr. Lawrence, as I have described him, is their 
appropriate chief. Are such the ^en to prevent smuggling — to protect, on our 
frontiers, and in such a port as this, the fair trader ? 

Tenth, There are a great number of cellars, stores, and other places, for keeping 
bonded goods — articles for exportation, or that may be required for domestic use. 
With the keys in ^e hands of street politicians, bar room orators, spring and fall 
electioneerers, stock-jobbers, and speculators — ^may not genuine liquors be stored, the 
spirit exchanged, and a pretended foreign article exported ? The system in use, as 
I have seen it, would tempt even branny and gin dealers to collusion. Some time 
since the United States exported in seven years, subject to dmwback (that is, a re- 
turn of the duties,) a far larger quantity of foreijgn spices than had been imported 
and paid duty. I say nothing of home consumption. Here was the miracle of the 
loaves and fishes, in a new form — but were there no toooden nutmegs 1 What room 
is there for fair trade under such a system ! 

Eleventh, and lastly. The merchant is not onlv puxsled by contradictory reports 
of cotton crops in Georgia and grain crops in England, and of new tariflfs at Wash- 
ington, London, Paris, and Dantzic, but he has to study politics as a science in or- 
der that he may be enabled to form an estimate of the value of the blasts of ap- 
proaching war which blow continually^ in his ears from some quarter or other. 
War for Texas, for Mexico, for Canada, for Oretron, for part of Maine, for honor, 
for gain, for glory, for slavery or for freedom, or some cause or other, is an unceas- 
ing cry — ^and beyond the pretext it affords for upholding a vast naval and military 
force, with its 'contracts and corrupt patronage, many know not what to make of it. 
Perfect and of thirty years* continuance as peace now is, two-thirds of the national 
expenditure is upon warlike objects, and over 20,000 persons are in continual pub- 
lic pay as fighting men, or connected with war. The national war tax alone is 
nearly three millions of dollars for the State of New York, besides a loss of the 
services of thousands of valuable artisans and farmers. In 1839 there were 107 
naval captains and commanders, and in 1841 an increase of 57, all on pay. Lt. 
Maury says that the Ohio, ship of the line, cost under $300,000, and that nearly 
$600,000 were charged in 1839, merely for repairing her. The checks of vetoes, 
departments, boards, and enquiring committees are found to be no checks at all, 
unless the people who buy soods and pay taxes to the Hoyts and Swartwouts of 
the day can be waked up a little. Few men have more steadily opposed extrava- 
gant expenditures than the writer, and even ruUives are willing to permit adopted 
citizens to write against abuses, so that they avoid mentioning the N. Y. corpora- 
tion expenditure of 1643-4. What the country wants is peace, a free convention, 
and a people alive to reform and improvement. I have changed my mind both as 
to men and measures, in some degree, of late years, and must admit that there is 
truth in Lord Brougham's remark, that ' a rigid devotion to forty forms one of the 
most sacred aristocratic mysteries,' and that politicians, when in power, ou^ht 
never to forget the prayer (Matthew VI and 13,) * Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.' 



There are, no doubt, many remarkable incidents in the lives of Messrs. Hoyt and 
Butler, which the compiler of this work has not had leisure properly to notice, nor 
even advert to-— but, in a second edition, or through some other suitable channel of 
communication with the public, it is his intention to submit copies of several inter* 
eating documents,, (before the sitting of the Convention, should it be determined 
on,) which he deems it advisable /or the present to withhold. His chief object, thus 
far, was to shew the necessity which exists for checking the career of a faction of 
dissemblers who are unfriendly to the vital principle of elective institutions. 
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Cary, Trumbull. Safety Fund report by 89. 

Cass, Lewis. Memoir of 102 to 105; on a 
bank 104; on Indians, slaves, and Texas 105; 
before Baltimore convention 292, 293 ; on the 
Indians 296. 

Caucus. V. Buren yes and no 44; Crawford 
congressional 55 and 195; Butler for 168; buck- 
tail 57; J. V. Buren's appointment by a 148: 
V. B. 190; stale 197. 

Cebra, Alderman John Yates. 220. 

Chancery, Cocrt op. 13 ;^see Wm. T. 
M'Coun ;] asked to remove oldBuffido bank, 
a Nuisance 33: Kent refbses Butler's iniunc- 
tion842; useor in8ali^fundb'ks94; Butler 
and 154 ; tried for a base purpose by Butler 
160 ; Butler and Van Buren^s practice in 1G4- 
5; fees long in coming 167; its bushel basket 
170 : court of errors worse 193 ; notice of 303^. 

Cnauncey, Commodore Isaac. Recommends 
Wasson220. 

Channing, Dr. W. H. To Clay on Texas 
63; on laborers 281. 

Chemical Banlc N. Y. 33; 87. 

Chenango, Bank of. Its charter how pasMd 
34 ; V. Buren dodging, dec. 129. 

Church and State unions. 69, 70. 

CincinnatL Commercial Bank ot deposits 
in 124. 

Clay, Henry. Van Buren for 83 ; on Ste- 
venson 97| 98: on St. Lawrence navigatioQ 
112; vote on V. B's embassy 112; treatment 
of by Kendall 117 to 120; not interested in 
U. S. B. 119: on Duane 122; Youngfof 128; 
on state banks 138; Campbell on 932; Van 
Buren on 197-^202; Noah's slanders 214; 
Cambreleng on 232 : commissioners sent to Pa- 
nama by Adamsand 279 ; on the Colonies 965 ; 
Ritchie on 292. 

Clayton, Augustine Smith. On XJ. S. Bank 
233 ; on private letters 234. 

Clayton, John M. Vote against Stevenson 
98: rejects V.B. 112. 

Clark, Aaron. 165, 167, 196. 

Clark, Lot. In Crawford caucus 55 and 
195. 

Clinton, Db Witt. 21 ; Clinton nominated 
for President, 1812, 44; opposed by Bucktails 
and Feds 29 ; exTOses official corruption 30 : 
recommends the Convention of 1821, ib. ; and 
Bank inquiry 35 ; Van Buren his political 
aide-de-camp 44 ; Spencer on his and Van Bu- 
ren's conduct, 1812, 48, 49 ; Duane on 49 ; 54 ; 
^e Canals and 50 ; V. Buren's duplicity to, ib. ; 
he is expelled the office of Canal Commission- 
er^American gratitude to 51, 52; his perse- 
cutors 53; Van Buren lauds him |lr when 
dead 54; but hated him, ib.; Col. Stone on 
V. B. ib. ; Jackson and Ritchie on 55; enmi- 
ty to 56; Davis on 81; on banking 86; 108; 



CRA. 
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ia7: Buaer'8 abuse of 158; 161; 164: 167; 
V. R on 184; 196-7; 203; Wright and Camp- 
bell on 20a^ ; 206-7 : on common law 302. 

Clinton, Qeorge. Gives casting vote against 
U. S. Bank 77. 

Clinton Co. Bank. [See Plattsburgh Vks.] 

Coddington, Jonathan I. 10 ; 12, 13 ; V. B. 
to 206; Cambreleng comforts 907; letters 208, 
209 ; office-honting ib. ; 213 ib. ; ready to mu- 
tiny 214; Bennett^s friend 221: 230; 238: 
will be P.M. 242; 292. 

Coe, William S. 219; Swartwout on his 
aroraising goods 283; a fire commissioner 
^; ibrfeimres 271. 

OoUectorshipof CustonxB, N. Y. la 

Coleman, WilHam. Remarks on 57: 
abases the United Irish 68 ; on Jackson and 
the Seminoles 106; peace 269. 

Ookmial Trade with U. S. 111.112. 

Colles. Christopher. PUumed the Western 
Canal 50. 

Commerce. Colonial 111, llS. 

Commercial Advertiser. On H<^ and But- 
ler's Lives 18 ; Van Buren, Clinton's most art- 
ful enemy 54 ; on Texas 306. 

Common Law. Defined by Morris and ^all 
1 1 : a chapter on 302 to 305. 

Commonwealth Bank, Bostcm. Deposits in 
124. 

Cooper, Judge Thomas. His strictures on 
W. H. Crawford 68 to 72. 

Conckling, Alfred. Supports Clinton when 
driven from Canal board 63. 

Congress. Committees how named 97. 

Congress of Panama. Van Buren, Polk, 
Adcms, Clay, Buehanan, M'Lane, Ac., on 279, 
280. 

Congress. Speakers, remlcs on 96 to 99. 

Congressmen selected for Office. A chapter 
on the speaking and acting, about 96 to 99; 
Wicklifie, Doane, and Jackson on 96; Blair 
oo 97; Ritchie on 97 to 100; paid wages for 
non-attendance 1 149. 

Convention, N. Y. ConadtntionaL See N. 
Y. Constitutional Convention. 

Corcoran & Riggs. Walker's sab-treasurers, 
14a 

Coming, Enstus, 90, 928 ; 293. 

Coryell, Ingham. 10 ; 13, 14. 

Coster. J. O. A borrowing of deposites de- 
mocrat 135. 

Coulter, Richard, of Pa. On Taney's care 
for Taney, 135. 

Courier & Enquirer. Friar's jump 230. 

Craig, Hector. Notice of 213. 

Cramer, John. Supports Clinton when per- 
secuted 54 ; for presidential electors by the peo- 
ple 57; on banks 86; bank votes, 87, 134; 
helps E. Livii«sfcoa, 185. 

CaAWFORD, W. HL Minority Caucus ^to 
nominate for president, 1824, 56 ft 68 ; Young 
insures his defeat in N. Y. S7; nodce of 68; 
Cooper on his hatred to fioreignerB, 68 to' 71 ; 
Ibr a national bank 74 to 78; conduct to Cal- 
houn on the 9ettiaole war qwstion 107, 106 ; 
Butler's anM hints about 168; V. Buren visits 
201. « 



Crolius, Clarkson. Votes to give the peog^e 
the choice of electors 57; on banking 86; 
Flaggon 173; scolded 186; 195. 

Croswell, Edwin 53 ; set up by Van Buren 
74 ; an admirer of U. S. Banks, 74 to 77 ; abuses 
Jackson 78, 79; for Clay and Adams, 83; on 
Safety Fund 84 to 87; banks in ld28--ib: 
prints Young's private petition 129 ; for mixed 
money 139 ; nonce of 146, 147 : Argus concern, 
by Butler, for 169; Axeaa 190; artful letter 
to Hoyt abt. Crawford, £c., 195 ; Bennett and 
221 ; Webb on 230 to 232 ; do., Marcy & 235 ; 
V. B.'s friend 236; to Hoyt— for 5 mill, loan- 
dared not offer a 10 mill. b'k. 252; ag't. V. B. 
^^. 

Cruger, John C. Betting with Hoyt, 256. 

Cuba. Van Buren, &c., on Slavery in 279, 
280. 

Cunningham of Montgomery's gallant de- 
fence of Clinton 51. 

Currency. [See Banks— XT. S. Bank— and 
Sub-Treasury. J 78; 139; 140; if deran^ 
impairs contracts and changes the constitu- 
tional protection 141 ; Butler on a sliding scale 
in 154; Livingston on 178. 

Curtis, Edward. 9. 

Custom Houses. [See N. Y. Custom House.] 

Cutting, Francis B. 112; 126;' on the lob- 
by 174; for free banking 177; s^nwirs on 
paper, advice by 180 ; speculates with Hojrt 261 . 

Dallas, Alex. James. A Philadelphia finan- 
cier 297. 

Dallas, Qeorge Mifflin. Gets Russian mis- 
skm 100; Cass admires 104: vote* for V. B. 
as minister to London 112; V. B. lauds 295; 
notice of— a circular statesman 297—298; a 
mile's a mile 298; V. P. ib. 

Davezac, Augniste. 62, 63. 

Davis, George R. Notice of 94. 

Davis, Matthew L. 12: on Burr's Mexi- 
can movement 62; 121; 185; 197; 220; 237. 

Davis, Richard D. Character of Van Bu- 
ren by 81,80; he joins V. B, 80. 

Dawson, Gieorge. On Canada 290. 

Dawson, Moses. Jackson's letter to, against 
the pets 116. 

Dayton, Aaron Ogden. Electioneers for 
Jackson^. 

Dayton, General Jonathan. Indicted in 
Burr's a&ir 63. 

Debts. Repudiation of 267; wr^hed bank- 
rupt la^^ ib. 

Decatur, Col. J. P. Office-seeking 221 ; 
304. • 

Deialcatioiis, Defaulters. {See Embezzling 
Public Monies.1 Banks in 181^ 124. 

Democratic Review. See J. L. O'Spllfvan. 

Democrats. On paper money 78; V: Buren 
sort 196-7; timber in ranks of 227. 

Denman^ William. On Van Buren 70. 

Desha, Joseph. On taking Canada 286u 

Desha, Robert. Warns Eaton against the 
Widow 109. 

Devyr, Thomas A. Would secure wild 
lands to settlerB onlv IfiD. 

Dickinson, Daniel sT On V. B. 903; hif 
mile8ge29e. 
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DittolutioQ of the Union. McDoffie on 61 ; 
Beach on 306. 

Dix, John A. Pn«lavery-and-Texaa Sena^ 
tor 981. 

Downing, Col. S. Votes for City Bank, 
BuffiUoHO. 

Dromgoole, Geone C. 97. 

Ihy Dock Bank, N.Y. 94. 

Duane, William. On last War 4; on Mer- 
chants' Bank 28 ; on Clinton 49, 54 : on*Barr's 
conspiracy 62 ; on congressmen 9o; notice of 
115; approves of refusal to remove deposits 
119; ISb; on newspapers 147; ih. 182; on 
the peace 269. 

Duane, William John. 100; secretary of 
the treasury 115; notice of 116^ his conne re- 
lative to the public treasure 116 to 121 ; 141 ; 
reflises Russian Mission 122; dismissefi 122, 
1^; mairied Franklin's grand-dangtor 116; 
deposits and 131 ; ib. 246. ^ 

Dadley, Charles E. Toles to dx^e Clinton 
from the canal ^oard 53 ; one of the immortal 17 
—57; prays to Biddle for a branch of the U.S.(B. 
79; party vom for banks 87^ to Uqyt 210. 

Duels. 3. 

Duer, John. On Van Ness's bribery 28; 
joins the Bncktails 29; Butler on 170; 184; 
190; 209: notice of 210; Hoyt bitter against 
212, 218, 219. 

Duer, Col. William. 210. 

Duer, William A. Joins the Bncktails 29 : 
defends the right against Allen 51 ; notice or 
210. 

Duncan, Dr. Alex. For V. B. at Bait 29& 

Dnrben, Dr. On War 4. 

Durham, Earl of. Explains causes of revi^ 
in Canada 285 to 287. 

Earll, Jonas, Jr. Votes to expel Clinton 
from the Canal Board S3 ; <me of Van Bnrea's 
immortal 17--57; bank votes by 67. 

Baton, John Henry. Leaves Congress for 
office lOf 

Eaton, Lewis. In Crawford Caucus 55; 
preaidem City Bank, BuffiJo 91; safety fund 
commifl6iQDefr93. 

Eatdb> Mrs. [Widow Timberlake]. Trotn 
ble abok her character 109. 

Edmonds, John W. Stockjobbing 67; 111; 
126; sends J. V. Bonen to jail, and advises 

Wright to give him $1000 148; Butler on 

164; Mrs. Butler on his paupe^sm 171 ; note 
205; Webband225: on debt laWs 267. 

Education. , By cneap Postage 4; 301 ; im- 
portance of 20 ; CKrard leaves millions for 1 16 ; 
Smlthson $500,000 for 116; Young and L. 
Beardsley and 129 ; Hoyt goes to V. B.'s aca- 
demy 217 ; 4>f laborers 281. 

Electioneering. By V. B. 124 ; Jackson 96 ; 
Purdy and Hoffinaa 132; Maxcy on 237; A. 
Wani 238-0. 

Elections by the People. 2; by disttkti 66. 

Electoral m (1824.) BuUer against 168-9; 
Croswell on 195-6 ; ready to vote either way 
oal96i 

Ellis, Powhattan. 101 ; voles for V. B. as 
miniaier lis. 

fiabarga Clinton on 21 ; 24. 



Embezzling Public Monies. Theron Rudd 
24 ; cases 12» ; law to punish, itself a cheat 
141; 149. 

Eounet, Thomas Addis. Takes pan with 
Clinton when expelled from the canal board 52. 

England. [See Britain.] 

Everett, Edward. 11 ; fbr aid to exiles l3l ; 
votes about deposits 134. 

Ewing Thomas. Vote against Stevenson 
98 ; and against V. Buren 112. 

Exchange Bank (Barker's.) 39 ; 157 ; 158 ; 
162. 

Fillmoie, Millard. Votes on M. dc F. bank 
86 ; for aiding Polish exiles 131. 

Fish, Preserved. Director of 6 miU. bank 
9nj 119; instmcta V. B. 214; Camhreleng for 

Fisk,Tbeophllas. Blair by 145. 

Flaog, AiAaiAH C. Voles. 1894, to expel 
Clinton from the canal board 58; performs, 
1828, as one of his chief mourners ! 55 ; votes 
with the immoital 17 lo keep power from the 
people 57; totes for party bank charters 87; 
tree banks and 137-8; his state pet bank system 
139; buys 3 walbof a house 147; on his re- 
solve against popular election, Butler, Seklen 
and Van Buren 173; on free banking 174; 
regency log-rolling, the lobby, goM, and bank 
restraints 175; his currency cure and notions, 
ib. ; on safety Amd banks 176 ; against foreign 
monsters 1*79 ; on private banking 176-9 ; gen- 
eral banking law 181, lb2 ; succeeds Yates 
188; 203; Bennett and 221; councils Marcy 
on breeches 239. 

Florida. Jackson in 106; V. Buren ex- 
pends many millions in 145., 6ai.\ htoodhonnds 
ml46; Greeley on war in 282 ; 296. 

FoRBomas^ADOPTBD CiniEvs. Van Bu- 
ren about 44; a chapter on 66 to 79; Craw- 
ford's attack and Cooper's defence of 68 to 71 ; 
Irving, Denman, Van Nesa on 70; Blair on 
71 ; millions left by, to educate natives 116; 
V. Buren and 236. 

Forman, Judge Joshua. InventstherirSafe- 
tyFund84; 88; 906. 

Fool, Samuel A. On political proscriplion 
112. I 

Fenyth, John. In Crawford caucus 55; 
votes for Stevenson 98 ; 101 ; intrigues fbr V. 
Buren 107-8 ; in Crawford caucus 195. 

Franck. tier views and condition 46, 47; 
Butler on troubtoe with 172 ; Guizot on 280. 

Franldin, Beqamin. And England's chan- 
cery 304. 

Free Banking. 95; 137-^; Peel against 
140; Fltfg, Llvi^atoo, Cutting, Ace. on 173 

Free Trade. America and Britain 270. 

Frelinghuyaen, Theodore. Ill ; lejecu V. 
B» 199. 

French, James M. 90. 

Fulton Bank, N.Y. ChaitarBd87. 

Oainee, Qen. Edrnnnl Ordeied to tarade 
Mexico 64. 

Qales and SeaKm. On War 9. 

OallaHn, Albat A caadidate for V. P. 71 : 
onU.8.bank)i77; ib.171. 
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Oardner, Col. Chas. K. Notice of 183. 

Gftrnm, Nathaniel. 101. 

6«orgia LegiaUtnre. MoAIllater's aioooant of— not too 
f«md of gold minos 228-9. 

(Hlehriat, Mr. Bntler and 167. 

Gillett, Ranaom H. Votaa aid to ezilea 131 ; upon do- 
potita quaation 134. 

Girarl, Stephen. A ftyiMthinan laavea ndlliona to ed* 
ueata AmarioaBa lift. 

Ohard Bank, Phila. Dapodtaa in 124. 

Olentworth. 11; Bvttai'a aant and hTpoexiay, bor* 
rowed Ito the election 254. 

Godwin, f^arka. Strong remarka on reUering puhlic 
distreaa, bj 2S0-1. 

Goldaon, Samuel P. 10, 13, 14. 

Oorham, BemJaatB. Report on treaanry banka 133. 

QoapeL BuUac'a anxlaty for atatad pnaehing of the 
132. 

Gonvamaor. Sam. A. Bate 812. 

Onbam,JohnL. 177. 

Otealar, Horace. On NatlTeiam 70; on Walker 98; 

00 a state aub-treaanry 139 ; on protoetion to land aet- 
tlen 150; on Florida 282; on Kitehie299; on Taxaa 
aarip301. 

Oreeau Bsjian. Votaa to axpal Clinton ftom eanal 
board, l&M. 63. 

Green. Cfoneral DnC lOS, 107, 118. 145; V. & and 
CaiBbrelengsnbaoribe200; printer to Coagrcaa 208. 

GfeaBfJaneaL. 183. 

Green, Bei^Jaaain W. 29B; XI. 

Gnsena, ttbsjor, of Boeton Poat. RUehie grieTad at 
214, 215 ; on common law 302-3. 

Oriawold, George. On Banka 124 ; Bntler on 171. 

Ghrandj, Felix. Votea for SteTenaon 98 ; and fbr Van 
Burca 1 12 : teaehei Polk law 123: on Canada 284. 

Guiaoi, F. For neutrality by Franoe, on war here 96a 

Hal I , Jonathan Pieaoott On Butler'a patriotism 2G& 

Hall, Willis. On common law 11. 

(Ulleck, Fita Greene. Butlar on 102: latter 163. 

Hallett,W,P. 112. 

Hamer, Thomaa L. Votaa on depoaita 131 

Hamilton, Alexander. Prefers Jeffanon to Bnrr 62. 

Hamilton, Jamas A. Impaaohcs Van Ness for bribery 
2S ; Joins the Bnektails 29 ; ancoeedn CUy as aeeretai? of 
state, pro tern. 46 ; strong oppo^ier of the war 45; in the 
iauigqe against Cilhoun 107 : auctions, Targee and S(K> ; 
a spoilsman 209; 218: Imya Blair a praaa 233; to prop 
the Standard 217. 

Hamilton. John C. Joins the Bnektails 29 : 218. 

Hammond, JabesD. An(bciQaeSpanc4ron48; the Jed. 
PrendeiKast ease ^ 

Hancock, John. On private letters on pablic matters 
304. 

Hard, Gideon [late M. C] On baaka 133 ; on slarery 
831. 

Hard Money. The Jaekaon reform 139, 140; Ander- 
Sdn doubta it 249. 

Hvria, W. P. Colinabna. Embeaalfla 9105,00a-13a 

Harrison, WlUiam H. Hia death 102: Cass on 104; 

01 eumney 139 ; aboae of, approrad by Van Boren 141 ; 
rtaftata Van Bnvea 283. 

HaTeaBeyer,T^mamF. 213L 

HayiM, CoL R. tf. 106; injects V.B 112: hto bob 20a 

H«kd, Sir Frnnela. A Tab, bad Caaadlan governor 
296to28a 

Herklaaer CooTentloa. 1828—207. 

HiU, Immk. Ob Adama, Clay and Crawfbfd 83; Votaa 
Itr Stevenson 96; and for V. Bnren 112 ; expoau of Blair 
bj 145 ; Ritchie on 214 ; hia speeeh 232; beiting 239. 

Hoea, Mary and Hannah IMOL 

Hoea, Barent Seonrity for Argva 190; d'y shf, ib. 

HoAnan. Joalah Ogdaa. Jctos the Boekiaila 29 ; CaiBi 
bell on 20^; 218. 

HorvMAN. MiCRABL Toto OB M. and F. bank 86 : 
for Backer 91; aotiee of 131, 132; riaeoBM-sacea held 
h^—pMbankvolea 13l;miaaMai^eeaMatlBoaoaof 132; 
Webb and 23aL 

HocabooBi,JolniC. A f K) kmi to aaphaw ailleto V. 

. lA: OtnaUBa, in oOoa 190; preaidaa in HndNu 



Hooaton, SamnaL iBTeansM, 106* Bvtolr ob«!<;. 

Hoy t and Butler. Comapondenoe, pagea 9 to 14 *, livea 
of 128; paces 161 and 172: 

HoTT, JBaan. Voaehera inopportunely atolen from 
132 ; hia embeaalement 141 ; Butler'a caU to the BBoan- 
verted 152; admitted in chancery court 1G2; Bntla'a 
character o^wants him to be eaahier at Bn^^o 156 ; 
learning of 156 ; puhUshea Batter's letter to deceive 150; 
Butler exhofta 162; writes to none but 163; is theoldeafi 
friend of 170 ; helps Marov to write hia meaaaga 176; N. 
A. Tmat Co. and 179, 182; to, on manlage 186: the 
storekeeper 187; his sureties as oollector 194 ; V. B. «&' 
doraes for 201 ; office-hunting 208 to 212; V. B. on his 
ill'man neis h unts for an cfflce to him--educataa him 
216, 217 ; Ingham tok <'>^ embeaallng, ib. ; puahea for a 

6 lace 218; helps Blair 233: introduces Anderson and 
Lemoohan 249 ; hatea rognea— pays for the goapel 290 ; 
bets 255 ; debta of 258; a lira oommiaaloner, lb. ; speen- 
latea with the depoaitas 26i; al^ndera the macahaBta 

Hoy t, LoranBo. Manager of Waaklncton and Wants 
bank 161 : VanBuren'a stadant 165, 16^, 188; likas lav 
to beat down equity 193 : morals so so 194 ; Bodee ei; 
lb. ; letter 194; a aaraty ht $300^. 194: utterly de- 
void of principlkigO; for the spoUa 210; lobbyiBg 237; 
oo Ltvingatoo'elnivertion 241-2 ; daallBg In atocka 852; 
agent to Silaa Wright 259. ^ *■ 

HttbbeU, Waiter. Wims the atoU ftainat T. B.'s 
Saftty Fund 891 

Hubbard, Henry. Vftea for the liii^j pels 131; 
ditto 184 ; propoaea Poifm 

Hubbell, Levi. On Marey and Sub-Treasury 207. 

Hudson, Bank vL Van Bnran lobbiaB fur the, and 
takes office in 23. 24; winding up of 907. 

HuU, General W. OnGteateS84. 

Hume,JoMph. Bfforta to dojuatka to Canada 286-a 

Hunter John. Veteon City &ak, Buffido 90; on free 
17& 



Hypooriay.Religiona. Sea Bntler. 

Immortal Seventeen Senators of N. Y. 57. 

Indiana. On marriagaa with 69, 71 ; Oaaaonthe 106, 
297 ; Jackson and 106 ; warlike condition of the 275 : fl Ajr 
millions expanded to baniah and kin 282; Ritchie cniHi. 

Ingen^iil, Chariea J. On banks 114 ; for Maekcnsie-s 
relea8e2B0. 

Ingham, S. D. - Oppoaaa the minority eanons of 1824, 
35; 100; Jackaea and 100: Rttaaia and 110; fioyt and 
209 ; on offlea-beggara 216, 217 ; note 240 

Instmetiona, Right a£ 2. 

Ireland. Royal bribery in 9& 

Irvinsr, John T. On intolcnBoe 70. 

Jacxsom, Andrbw. CoddiBgtoB tries to fa<ad 13; 
0pink>n of Clinton by 56; nominated txti by Burr 56 ; 
239; hia deakma against Mexleo.with Burr, 60 to 64; 
Jefferson on 60: Mexican pottay or 64; abuaa at, ky Hofh 



Hottand'a Lift af T. Bbmb. 



179. 



HoImee,JohB. Votod to n^faet V. a 112. 
HwBfHaniy. Veto ob travrary dapoiltea 131. 
Hoaask, Dr. David. Butler against 168. 



pete 116; DnaneandlS; hia grsatvsform 189; for hard 
money 140; antl-Sub-Treaaniy 141: aaeapca an ■a aaaa lB 
172 : his confidence in Van Burtn 216 ; for 231 : to ha m 
again 293; Ritchie on 300 : Van Buran and 302. 
Jaekaon, DaalaL And Btelr'a/rM j 



^Smes, William, fakea part with Clinton ulnn vio> 
iantly raaoved from the Canala 62: 

Jay, William. OB#lawy S78. 

Jefferson, Thomaa. 6; on Burr 60; on alaalNni 99; 
on England 271; on alavai^ 276. 

Johnaon, Cave. Votea for depoaite to Polk'a peto 131 
and 134; and nonlief topaorasUaB 131: atConvantlon 
292; 295; and poataga ton aOL 

Johnaon, JeiUBBa. FroM CoBgnaa to CnBta« Honae 
101; biUatii« hia ralartoiia 219; 8«art»eBt on hia ap« 
praising 223. 

Johnson, RlehardM. Oppeaa* the 1894 CrawftfdaM- 
na C6J Tolw OB depoait qneatlon 134; endstaea Van Bu- 
en 283: forCaBadB98B; ob anlher*a imnriawitof at 291. 

JoBca, Henry Fl^ VotooBBiMoCtty BaBk90. 

Jones, Samuel Fw six million bank 27 ; Chief JnallQa 
27 ; Hoyt's SBtety for •200/106-194. 

Jordan, Arabnaa L. OMaaad b^ Ihe lagenay Sia 

Jtirara. On BodiBa trlal6; aMnhnnto actead to ba 
cxehided OSf ' in mercantile caiM 271. 
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▼alved 86:lBaftkio banUuf uid ^ 91 ; by L. Hojt, 19a 

Ktim, G«or«e M. On MMluiisie's imprifonmeiit 290. 

KoBbto. John W. AbaSM the Irish, uid Jobt in the 
ftoeki 87 ; 111. 

Kbh OAI.I., Av oe. Letten to CUy on JaokAoOi &c. 83 ; 
8k«teh of— hie eondiiot to CtojT 117 to 190 ; ab«u« of Mee- 
kioile 118: BenneU on 123; 19S; on ftce buikinf 138; 
AltehtoWMMtoaiedet3I4,216. _ 

LabonzB. Their oondltlon, by CaQumn end Ohaoning 
291. 

Leneiwr, John. T. Bnrenw'dmekehlmeF.M.az. 

Law. In U.S. 6; inN. Y.eteU 138; inooort of er> 
me. AlVy 193; (see 302 to 305, elso oom. Uw, and eoort 
0t eneoeery]. 

LAWmaifOB, ConNBUue W. Gets the N. Y. Cnetom 
Bo. 12, 292; ntelne Reootd Clerks and Bogardns 13; 
112: goia two milUoaehaiter. and reered 116; 126; 132; 
Totee on treeenir benlu 131; helps iiiair to a prees 283 ; 
238; dtorapntobie oondneton the bank qnettton 217; let- 
ten to Hoyt on b'k248; non of them 249; bete with 

Uwxeaee, Joeeph. B«ik PreeMent, ftc 116. 

LawnnMiW.B. On free beaklng 174. 

Law*. whoihoii]dhav«thayetoon2; eheekonbed 
law* in Ga. 229l 

Leeke^Ieeeoa OMhiery.B.*s o1dBnllUobeiik,33; 
Cantlae^s partner in the Axgne 34; Ulahoeflbr for 190; 
to Clay 1^ 

Learitt, Joehoa. On Van Baztn'e pn eiarary eveed 

Le Foy, Ahnharn. Oeti into outom ho n ee na m 's 
]Iany2S7. 

Lee,Gideoa. 112; LsggetfeonaSlL 

Lee,JohBR. Trial for peijory 91. 

Lee,OBTtr. Polk dteUe and pet banker 99a 

Lefbrte, John, L. L Votes to drive Clinton from ea- 
ail board 53; and ■■ ooa of the immortal 17-67; bank 
ToteeST. 

LeQStVWm. On DL Jaskeou 233; on Many 23S; 

Lewis, DlzonJK. Vote egst. pet Vks 131. 

Lewis, MsJorW.B. Oaeom.ofenqnii7eboatJeekMm 
00: Rltohie to 98 ; 109 ; 30a 

iewis, Moifan. For 6 mllL Vk. 27. 

LinooIn,LmrL Votee abt depositee 134. 

LiTingston, Charles L. Opposed to Biehop'e eaqwl- 
alen67; and to safotr ftmd h\ HI: 126; and to the 
" shartered nnlaanecs " he had made— to some restraints 
•ff m to 181 ; on N. T. pUots 178; on ondtt, lb. ; adTioe 
to Reyt 180: S2'> ; notloe ofr-to national bank 241. 

LlTtenton, E Iwwd, of La. (was a defonlter at N. Y. 
ftrVlomOi. Oifar to Stevenson 96 ;learee congress for 
tkeeaMnetlOl: Davesas marries hie sister 6a 

Uvta^sto^ Klwaid, Speaker H. of A. Cnttlngonhis 
haidc notions 17r; 180 ; notlee of 184 ; on marriage 185; 
IHtart 166-7; i *7 (to tottery). 

LtTlBMtoa, K.lwaid P. A eandldate for Senatoi^-da- 
fogked w; vote.^ 1824, to drive CUatDn from Canal board 
68: acalBit el<-?ton by thepeople 67. 

LlringstoD, Peter R. 185w^ 

Uvlngtton. K. R. OppoeeA>^ Yen Aten to Ooagreae 
21: ona of t*>^ 1st oanal eom'M sa 

Literary Property. See W. T. IfComi. 

LIvee of Hoyt and Bntler. Motives to, and aooonat 
aT that pabUoation 7 to 18 ; where printed and by whom 
18:thevat»ii8hers,ibw 

Lifoby, The. Cntttng^e name to 174, 180; L Hoyt 
«*d Join 237. 

LsDdon Times. Its tone la 1814-«a 

Long Island Bank. Chartend 37. 

Loomla,A. Oels Meek with Hoffman, to. 131-^ 

Loansberry, Bbensaer. Yotes for eitj b'k. Bnftilo oa 

I^ons, Bk. ot Broken 94. 

Lytle, Robert T. An M. C. gets oliee 101. 

Kent CbaneeUor. For a vetoeime of the Constitii- 
tloatothe people 3: refaeea injnnetlons to oppressive 
toHoytaiidBotler42,161; 127; Bntkrsoolds 



Kenoehan. Joeepb. AYm 

Keyes,Psi^y. Totes la Senate to expel Cllaton ftram 
OmmlboaMSS: vvHswHh Yaa B«iia>s Immortal 17— 
V-baakvoleaSr. 



delegate 34a 
tttefoen 



Kibbe,lMi0. 1ft Bnftlo bank pniMentSa 

King.Charies. Aoenses Yan Ness of bribery 27 , ehar- 

iter of Y. Bnren by 7a 

King, Preston. Agst. bank oharters 177; a friend t* 
aheap poetage 178: 189; 371. 

King, RttAis. V. Bnren feared he might not disUka 
CUnton 64: Y. Bnren for 70; for unlveraal mfirage 7S; 
Fmter on te; Barker, Jaoob on 192. 

King, William (of AU.) Yotee for Stevenson 98; and 
Y. Bnren 112. 

Knowar, BeAJaasln. ^pe payt 83 

Knox, John. Liberality of oa 

MoAUister. AL H. of Oa. On Jeam's golden miae 227; 
very original letter to Hoyt, about ineorporating New 
Potoal. 228-9. 

MeBride, James. A revenae boRowlng banker I3S. 

McClnm, Gen. Geo. Yotes agajtast the Immortal 17— 
67. 

MeCook, DaaieL Banks, Baltimore Oenv*ne aad aOT. 



M'CouM, WILX4AM T. Interforai with the freedom of 
the pnes 13, 14: his Kamrr to Hoyt and Bntler 16 ta 
18: 148; Selden on 173; deeisloas of 304. 

HoColloh, ComptioUer. His frank 11. 

MoDnffle, (3eone. On dissolving the Unioa 61 ; aot. 
PMk»s treasaiy banks 134; lb. 148: notlee of 301. 

MaoTntyre, Archibald. Against Bk. of America 27. 

MoJimsey, R<^bert Hoyt. the Tmst Ool aad 179; 
Hoyf s brother-in-law aad snxa^ 194; 230. 

Maok, Ebeneaer. YeCee to BnflUo dty bank 90; 
' goes the whole hog M79. 

iWaekeniie, W. L. 6, 9. 11; Cotyeirs note to 13: 
Slamm's note to 16; on (Colonial Trade 112; BaitaPtf 
letter to 192; Y. B.'s disclaimer 222; warning to Eng- 
land la 18a2---287; Kefan and Johnson on impriaoaaient 
290-1. 

MoKowB, James. TUns part with Clinton wten 
driven from Caaal board 62; is partner with J. Y. B. 
148, 25a 

McLean, Joha, Aigl to ladiaas in Saptenm Oeart 
29a 

McLane, Lonis, ML C. Oeta an embassy 101; takaa 

a Treasnnr Dept HI; oa enTreaov, 190; m«r leam 

oaey now 181 ; Cambreleng agst his treas. rept. 230; 



money 

agst alllaaees la 
Ttfael 



iNevea, Dr. W.i.' V. Bnren on 20a 

McNnlty, John, Clerk of OoogrtM. Got off by a 
qniric (laws soaroe there} 141, 296. 

Macon, Nathaniel. On exeentive power 99; ea aaa- 
trality m 

Maey, JehaB. City Baak Bnflhio, aad 9a 

Madieon, James. Nominated as President fai 1812, 44 : 
oaU.a6aak76. 

Maison, General Leonard. Yotes for city Vk Baflile 
90: on restraining law 179 to 179. 

MaUoiT, James. His beak votes 38; votes to expel 
Clinton from Canal board 63; aad with the Immortal 17 
agst. the people 67 ; Marey on ' 



139. 



Bank. 27; a national pet 124; a stale pet 



Mean, AbOah, Jr. 131 ; votes for pet banks 131 
MAacY, wiLUAM L. Borrows at the New Rope 34 ; 
53 : orders the Bambers to Irelnnd 67 ; laaTBr oC to 
BIddle, to U. S. Bank extension 79 ; BnSiio b^k aadSQ. 
91; 99; votes to Y. B. 112 ; his mortfiice messaffe 12S 
to 127; against 248; anti-slavery, or King pamphlet by 
127 ; nom*d for govr. 129 ; legRllxes bank raspeaaloa 



137 ; wheels roaad agst bank monopoly 138; bays p*t 
of a boose 147 ; a new move In banking by Hoyt aa^ 
175; on King and Mallory 199; eerved on the beach 



till wanted, by Y. B. 907 ; Rnbbell, kc on snb-treasary 
and 907 ; Webb on 239 ; eleetloneeiing 234-5 ; Beaaett, 
Webb, and Lenett oa 235; election of '39--4B7; < 
braveiT. breeches, barber, itc. 239; ditto 240; hem i 



by Y.Bm 256-7; aoml*d in conv*n Tm cnslnm ho. 257 ; 
blames the merchants, knowing better 858 ; ea Ca- 
nada98Q,292; fl>xy294; oa Caaada296; oaU. a B. 
207. 

Mhiriagas. CiawtodtoladlBBTI. 

Mason, Gea. Joha T. agt, to SuT't la Teat 90^; 
aoiloa ofWl. 

UasoB, Joha Y. Yotes «i bank depoa l tM ISI aad 
134 ; and aflalnst Polish exiles 131 . 

llaT.WiirL.,M.C. Oalaadaales,! 



NEW. 



PET. 



ix 



Mayo, Or. of Va. On embezzling 149 ; 301. 

Maxwell, Hnxh. Hoyt on 2ia 

Maxwell, Dr. P. On Albany bank junto 88. 

Measurers in Custom House, 12. 

Mechanica' and FuriiieiB* Bank Albany. Southwick 
preai^Bnt 81 ; Olcott and IVorth and 86 ; 94 ; gets mll- 
iMoa bef. elecUon 136 ; is a state pet UB ; galled by But- 
ler I«0. 

Mechanics' B'k. N. Y. Depoeites In 134. 

MsncHAHTs, Amkrican. Campbeirs distrust of 
191: Its,- injustice done to by appraisors SS3: Marcy 
seenses unjustly 258; III treatment of 271 ; ordered by 
?. En's admin, to be struck off juries on matters of 
9^trwie27l. 

Mercbanu* bank, N. Y. 28; 33 ; Clinton, fee. on 86 ; 

m. ■ 

Meserole, Abraham. Tb be hired as a hireling's ne- 
phew 319. 

Meeerole, Bernard J. SwartWfrot on appraisers 223. 

Metropolis, B*k of the. A pet 114. 

Mexico. Jackeon and Burr's views about 60 to 63 ; 
Badgwtek and Channing on 63 ; Van Buren*s eourse to 
61281; Poinsett in 203; 267; 279; Beach on 306. 

mami Bzportlng Co. 36. 

Michigan Banks Depositee in 124. 

HiUer, Jesse. Aeoepte office, though an M. C. 191. 

Miner, SjiTaaus. Made Sttrr(«ate 21. 

BDnisteni of the Gospel Ought they to be eligible 
tooAoeTa 

Mineoiui. Votes on slavery in 278, 279. 

Momroe, President James. Fifty-one Feds. Joins bis 
friends 29; on U. S. bank 76; dispute with T. B. about 
1. ms. 81 to83 ; to Jaekson on Florida war 106; sad on 
CalboBn, ib. ; against monarchy in N. Amedea S80; on 
CaaftdaflSl 

Monroe, James. Joins natives 174: Webb and 225 ; 
336: ansers at good men— deals In stoeks 263l 

Bloodie,CoL Death of 289. 

Mooie, OabiieL UtjmtM V. B. 112; Webb to light him 
fee that 232. 

Moore, Thimas P. An M. C. gats an embassy 101; 
Taa Buiea to 302. 

Mooi«, CoL W. £. 221; on Canada 289. 

Metxis, Aobert H. His Glentworth esse eo mm onlaw 
11; Saftty Fund banks, Mercy's message and 126; as a 
P.M. SOL 

NatioDal Convention. For reform and improvement 
voald be uneftd 101. 

NacUmal Debt 144, 145. 

NaltonallntelUgeneer. On Canada long sgo 968: Sera. 

Natfcmal Relbrmers. Their tamd plan 160; Parke 
Oodwia on principles of 250-1 ; Cambreleng wantei 
only to talk 263 ; on stopping monopoly, ib. ; 160 acres 
pcrfkaaUy 27% 

Native Amerleaas. The right sort 62. 

NsMvelsm. Crawftrd its ohampion 68 ; Greeley on 70 
Noah its candidate 204. 

Naval OOee, N. Y. Improperly managed, very 132; 

Neville, Major Mornn [Receiver of Land Rev. Cinoln- 
naifcli. On Burr, &e. 26a 

Nevins, RosseU H. On banks and stceks 188-9 ; ditto 
296. 

New Hope DeL Bridge Co. Arlekettyeonoemdl 

New Orleans. Burr plans Its aeisure 61. 

NbW YonK CORSTTTITTIOMAL CoifVBMnoN, 1846. 



ib:; Y: Buxen^md N: Y: banks control temoral of depo- 
sites 120: 125-6; the eatastrophe, 136-7 { Flaggon 176. 

New York Sun: See M: Y: Beach. 

Newspapers (see printlngi: 74 ; 147; Agitate through 
178; 182; Argus 190; Ritchie on independence of-«di- 
tors bought up 214^ 215 : Decatur and 221 ; V: Bwen 
keeps Bennet indepradent 246. 

Niagara, Bank of: See Uuflklo. Bank of 1816. 

Noah, Mobdbcaz M: On Van Bur«n22: onditt* 
and Hudson bank 21 ; on rotation in ofloe 74; abuses 
Jackson 78; nominates Van Buren 83; on Cambreleng 
102; on Hoffman 131 ; grief for Swartwout 133; Butler 
instracts 168 : maUgnltj of 186 ; Ulshoeffer on 190 ; 
after the printing l]i2: CrosweU praises 196 : Van Buren 
ditto 197 ; Van Buren suggests to 200 : in 1827-8, 201 ; 
Van Boron's grief at loss of election of 206 ; Swiss mer- 
cenary 214 ; Ritchie to, on independence 216 ; offloe beg^ 
ging 216; borrows by Burrows 223; denounoee Wet- 
more and hunts for a geneml's lierth 236; kind to peer 
Blair 233; editor of the Sun 306. 

Nominations: A moekeiw of demoeraey 234. 

North American Trust Co: Hoyt's oonnsction with 
179. 

NorveU,John: Note to Gage 290. 

Nulliflcation: NulUfleM cxasy 236. 

Oakley, Jesse [Swarf fe surety]: 220, 22L 

Oakley, ThconasJ: Appointed Attorney Geneial by 
the federaUsU 29; Jesse's surety for $900,000, 194;anli- 

ar210. 

0>CconelL Daniel: 47 ; on Polk and statvery 278; com- 
mon law ana 308. 

Offloe Hunting: 12 ; 22 ; 30 ; 81, 82 ; by Kendall 117* 
to 119 ; by John ITan Buren 14S ; by Edmonds, Ac: 170, 
171 ; Cutting annoyed by 180; Hoyt on 196 ; Codding- 
ton208to214: Hoyt end Swartwout 209 to 212 ; Spioer 
212 : Ritehie's horror at 216 ; Noah at 216 ; Ingham an- 



on 1 to 6; author an early friend to 16; HolT- 
maa and 133; Yan Buren against 306. 

New York Custom House. Facta about the 12; 13; 
133; 147; active partisans paid with plunder at 219; 
families served, ib. ; political appraisers 223 ; Ulshoeffsr 
toHbjt264. 

[See also, C. W. Lawrenoe: Mlebael Hoflteaa; Jesse 
Ho ^; Meas urers; Ingham Coryell; C. S: Bogardus; 
S: Swartwout; Appraisers: 

N. Y: Evening Post 78; 132; free banking 138; ad- 
vertising 147 " • "' * ^ '^'"" '- 



vertising 147; agunst Maroy's mortgage §t7-8; on 

IJew YoilTobMnrer. On the U. S. constitution 66. 

N: Y: Post Office. Enormous income of postmaster, 
aad charge tar boxes 301. 

Nf Y: Saftty Fund Banks: AfhnaeeomitofS4to96; 
City Bank of BuflUo, and 90 ; oommissioners, a moekery 
89, 90; mlsooiMlMt ofhankdliMlon 94; fUlara«f banks 



ooyed by 217 : Hoyt egain, ib:; Yam Buren hunts fat 
Hoyi 216;aftmUy^^219;more 220^221; Webh 
and Neah 221 226 ; Webb fother way 2ao>l ; WetaMre 
243. 
Ofloial SUtion. Ought priests to be inellgfUe to held? 

Ogden, Frauds: Consul at Liverpool 63; deftats 
Cambreleng 101 ; 213. 

Qgden, Henry: On HoyVs letters 9; custom house 

Bdl33/ 

OgsbuiT, Fraaels: Wetmore on 943 ; an aotlva politi- 
Claa244. _ 

Olcott, Egbert: Cashier of WatervUet bank 94: 

Oh»tt, Theodore: Surety ftr Egbert 94: 

Olcot^ T: W: As a security 94 ; 126; to Butlir an 
pretended banks 167 ; coaxes vainly 160: 

One term principle HI. 

Oregon question: 271,272,291 

0*Sulllvaa, John L. A contractor 71 ; eonlbsses the 
sins of his party 133 : puffii Beers's bank 180 ; rebukes 
the slavers 804 ; contemns the eoltfs 296. 

Oswego, Commercial B*k of bfoken s. f. 94. 

Owen, Robert Dale. Luminous (!) aigumant on star 
very SO. 

Pakenham, Richard. Calhoun to, on oieinenti of 
public safety 69. . ^ 

Parker, Philip B. SpeSeh on Y. Rensselaer's appt 88. 

Panem Sir Henry. For Canadian independence 98S. 

Partnership. Law. In England 140. 

PaItt but no PtfiMCVLB. S9 : 31 ; Peter Allen, and 
H. P^Uowes 61 ; Clinton excluded flom Oanal Board 
50 to 54 ; the Bucktalls 56; Davis describee 80 to 83 ; 
Moatagne on • 115; BnUer*e protealon agt 151,— and 
efibrts for 168—0 ; Sutherland's letter on 183 ; carried 
for 186; Argus in -aid of 190; Livingston, Yan Buren 
and Thompson 196; Y. B. on (bets) 905; saved by a 
Doctor 207 ; specimens 908 to 814. 

Peace. 136. ... 

Peace of 1816. Comments In old and new wonos on 
26^ to 270. 

Pcarce, Dutee J. To Hoyt on Rhode Island polities, 
Potter, Francis, 6bC. 958. 

Peel. Sir Robert. On English Banking I4a 

Pet, Deposite, or Treaeury Banks. Account of 113 to 
126 ; Jnckson admires and is deceived by 115, 116 ; poll- 
Ileal 115; Kendall agent to 117: Folk the loadlnt ad- 
vocateof 130 to 134 ; 9646,754 loat thn* .134; 50 Polk- 
poU now 143L 



RTT. 



INDEX. 



stSI 



Ph«lpf, Thaddeut. aneer alz bank and ftee trnde 
letiar by 174 ; Llvinfitott on 1*78 ; HttyVB surety 104 ; 938 
*i61. 

Phillips, Joihna. Leaves Custom Ho. 133 ; how be 
and Aaron N. got Into It S16. 

Prend^ifstt, JedKh. Van Baren and Young's con 
doet toward him S. 

Pickens, Frances W. Blair's pletore by 144 ; at Bal 
tlmore 293. 

* Pise, Dr. Constantino. On Church and State Unions 
flft. 

Pitetaer, General NathM. Davis on V. B*s usage of 
fn, 81 ; on banks 86 ; reason for V. B*s mistrust of 154 : 
ib. 907 ; in omioiitlon S34. 

Planters' B^lc of Mississippi. Deposiles In 134. 

FUtUbnrgh Banks. 34; 94. 

Polndexter, George. Votes asU Stevenson 96; ot 
Woodbury and Hoyt 149 ; Webb for fighdng 232. 

Poinsett, J. R. opposes the Crawford Cmucus 65 
*aOO.«)0 ttiiUtla plan by 145 ; notice of 903 ; in Mexico 279. 

Polish exiles. Vote on aiding 131. 

Polk, Jakss Kirox. On private papers 10 ; duly ap- 
DRciaies the Hoyt correspoadenee— selects Morris ha 
P. M. 11 ; rejects Coddington 12 ; Icoeps Record Clerks 
13; keeps Butier in office, tho' dishonest; why 36; 
41 ; 47 ; his inaunirsi on Taxas and Slavery S9 ; nativ 
ism elected 70 ; Wotmore and 90 ; 97 ; at h*d of ways 
and means OS ; t's Buchanan from Congress 96 ; 103; 
116 ; noUce of 1S3 ; 194 ; V. Bnren's net bank cham 
pion 130 to 134 ; on Oregon 131 ; pays Ho(fm.an all ar- 
reanl3l— 9: rafttses aid m exiles 131; opposes sub- 
treasury 134 ; 141 ; is its leading advocate ! ! ! ; checks 
bask aaqniry 135 : condemns land speculation, but sng- 
gasta no remedy 150; his N. Y. Dist. Attorney and the 
Paooon 15B-9 [and see Butler] ; BuUer, Hoyt^s sureties 
and 194: 271 ; iat. 49» and 972; 's nadveism »3 ; O'Con- 
nell to373 ; on colonial system 979c changed 280 : Noah's 
disUheio, lb.; dIslilcesV. Burea991; his pledges and 
nomination at BalliBMre 992 to 298: and Blair 300: 
cbpoaes Ritchie 301 ; on poataga 301 ; Bench. Texas and 
306. 

Porter* Governor David. Weed, the bank and 9B8. 

Po) ter, Peter B. Vote on F. and M. banic 86. 
'PosTASB. 4; Tylaraecnraa cheap 111: advantages 
of 301. I , «i« 

Poac-offiee. Espkmaps mtem In 11; Van Bnren 
makes political macbinery of it 30l 

Poweia, Jamas. Voles afalnst city b*k, Buffalo 90. 

Prall, Ichabod. Bwartwont on appraisers 223. 

Price, Wffl. U. 112; 290: Hoyt shuns him 250; 257. 

PaiKTiNo. See Croswell— Leake— CanUne— Blair— 
Kil ehto a outhwicic — Bill — Evening Post — Newspa- 
pers. 

Private Banking. FlaggonlTS; Tmcy for 179. 

Private Correspondence. Polk on 10, 11 ; Crawford 
on 10b; Cambreieng's notions of 934: Webb on 936: 
nmBklinandS04. ' 

Proscription, Political. V.B. forllS. 

Pomuc LAans. Bow to su>p>noiiopolt« and lay ont 
new states 150jJaekson desired to stop mowpoly in 
283 ; Dallas on SSb; American Co. 308. 

Pnidy,£mahF. 131 $990. 

Quackenboss, BCangle M. {surety for Swartwout] 
9&9i> * 

Randolph, John. Bnvoy to Rnmia 100: on U. 8. Bank 
129; on Cannda283. 

Randolph, Xhos. Jefferson. 940 i on alavery 97t. 

Redfieid, Heman J. Votes to axpel Clinton from canal 
boaid53; and agst the people, as one of the immortal 
n--&7 ; votes for party banks 874 ttintoB w'd n 
mlnate 203. ^ • 

Reese, M^or. A very honeat bank commissioner is 94. 

Reform, (to gigantic strides ow Britain and Ireland 
46,47; ib.272. 

Rejon, Manuel C. On U. S. Mexican policy 65. 

Religious Freedom. Increasa of. in United kingd< 
47. Representative System. 2. 

Repudiation of Debti. Foreign eredltors on 267. 

Revolution of 1776. Walpole an admirer of 48. 

Riggs, Isaac. Votes agst. Clinton's zemoral from the 
oaaal board 62; and to give the people the choice of Elee- 
tsrsSZ. 

Rxroioa, Tkcxab. 12; for Crawford and the U. & 
bsikk78; pfopheeiea teuly 83; en bribing M. C.'« with 
eflee97tol00; Stevenson's oaac 98; 0ass«4fU3; ap> 



proves of Doane's refusal 1 19: against sub-traaaury and 
for pets 141 ; on militia plan 145 ; east room and 201, 211 ; 
soolds Noah a»d turns censor 214; pretends to be inde- 
pendent—hired aff a state machine 215; letter on Webb, 
bete, &o. 240; on Canada 285; no friend of V. B. 291 ; on 
C1.V. 00.292; memoir of 298 to 301: violent a«ainst 
Jack«on 300. 

Riveit, William C. In congress, ts. an embassy 101. 

Robinson, Morris. Jttaj lend the money of a fincian 
bank 181. 

Robinson, Peter. Put down for honest voting 94 ; 206. 

RocbeMter, Bank of. VoU on 87. 

Rochester, William B. reoeives equivocal support for 
gov't 82; suspicious conduct of V. B. to 901. 

Rogers, Halsey. For 6 mUIion bank 27 ; 130. 

Root, Erastus. Votes on six million b'k and bonus 
27; impeaches Judge Van Ness 28; votes ^f't V. Buren 
for bank enquiry a") ; 87; 48 ; for presidential eleeeors by 
the peoole .'>7; on a land jobbing bank 114; 183; for Pit- 
cher 208 ; Webb for 221 ; Cambreteng disHkes 234 ; 2»4 : 
on blacks 274 ; anti-slavery 278 ; Spencer to 305. 

RowanjJndge John, Ky. 20a 

Kudd, Theron. DeMeation of 134. 

Rubifies, Benj. of Ohio. Rejects V. B. 1 12. 

Ruygles, Philf.. A friend <rf peace 2ia 

Rush, Richard. For Cass as president 101. 

Russian Embassy 1^18,000 first year] John Randolph, 
J. Buchanan, W. Wilkins, C. C. CamhTtlenc, G. M. 
Dallas accept 100; W. J. Dnaue and & D. Ingbam refuw 
ib. and 110; Adams's motion on 101; Duane and Jaek- 
son 122; Dallas and 29a 

Safety Fund. See State of N. Y. Safety Fund. 

St. lAwience, Navigation of the HI, 119; oarrvimr 
trade f>ta,ib. 

Sandford, C. W. Asks Throop to appoint Wetsaore Q. 
M. O. 226. 

' '^^^yj**^' Beauty, banking, law and Butler, at 161 
to 162; Butler leaves 165. 

Savage, Chief Jnstice. On SoL Van Reoaaelaer 82. 

Seceders of Scotlaud. 15. 

Secret Correspondenoe. 10 to 12. 

Search Warrant 11. 

Sedgwick, Theodore. On Texan 6a 

Seidell, Dndlev. Votes aid to ezHes 131 ; and agst Polk'a 
pet banks 134; Flsc:g sgst. 173; letter en V. B., Calhouu, 
kc. 226 : Stilwell on 227 ; 231. 



Seymour, HornUo, Vl Votes to reject V. B. 119. 

Shannon, Wiimn. His wonderfhl despatches and let- 
ten 66. 

Siade, William. Votes sgst Polk's treasury peU 134. 

Slamm, Levi D. Note on reform by 15 ; Customa. ad> 
vertwing to 147. "•.«»«,■« 

SLA^av OF CoLOR—Naoao Bonoaob. Blotted 
out bj Britaif 47; Polk's Inaugural on 59; in Texas 63. 
64 ; Channin^on 63. €6 : Calhoun on 64, 66; Camhr«l«ar 
on 102: Cass on 103, 1%; Young on 127, 281; AdmnZ 
O'Connen, Calhoun, Texas, on 272 ; Jaokson to the hlwka, 
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111 ; on Marey and Sub-Traasnry 207 ; to Hoyt 257. 

Tsmmany #600,000 Bank. By SteplMn Allen, to help 
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122; 123 ; 126 : Adams's amusii« Tote of thanks to 136 ; 
opinion on U. 6. Bank to Butler 171. 

Targee, John. Hamilton's r»0 and 206 ; 211. 

Temple. Robert £. (Adjutant General), brothex^in-Uw 
of 8. T. Van Buren. 20. 

Tenneaaes. Union Bank of, deposits in 124. 
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Van Buren's policy to64 ; S^l ; Calhoun's course as to 
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Tradamnen's Bank, N. T. Vote on 86; a tieasuy 
PBI194: Barker for 192. 

Treaaorr No4es. Issued by Van Buren 137. 

Tmth Teller newspaper. 238. 
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for Van Buren as eUToy to England 112 ; on interftriag 
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Ms talk, W«0t«rTalt» b«l Whigs 964 266. 



UlahoaflBv, lUohaeL For bank iniinifj 36 ; euiBiiig 
186 ; frank 187 ; letter to Hoyt 190^ Ifil. 

UmTBB Stavis Bahx. Van Buren party, fHends and 
enemies of 74 to 78 ; Monroe, Madison, and Marshall on 
76, 76 ; Van Buren against 105 : its claim to the depostta 
1 14, 116 ; Banrison's death stopped a third 121 ; treasury 
depooita and 131 to 184 ; shares unduly aflSwted 142 ; 
Butler against the pkbsbnt one 171 : Hoyt*s stook in 
186 ; NeTins the broker against 189 ; Caabreleng's war 
against 230— wanted Tibbitts's plan232-Hi national bank 
^ ; Webb and Noah's loan fhmi 236 ; A. Ward on 
239 ; S. Allen and C. Liyingiton for it 241 ; Wright, 
Lawrenoe, Hoyt, &c. on 247-8-9 ; tho Dallasea on 297 ; 
WeedoniS. 

United States Constitution. Ita imparfeotiona 66, 66. 

U. S. Nary. 7 ; enormous sineeura eaptalneies, &e. 
149 : Swartwout, nota. 298. 

U. S. Supreme Court. Declare U. S. Bank legal 76 ; 
too costly for the people 3QSL 

Upshur. A. P. On Texas as a slare nmrt 66. 

Usury Laws, Young against, 130 ; Bnrka on, 149 ; 

lacg and Livingston on. 176; Catting on, 177. 

Van Alen, James I. Van Buren's naif-brother, sent 
to Congress. 6tc., 21, 22 ; 190. 

Van Buren, Abraham and Mary. Paientaga of Mar- 
tin. 18 to 90. 

Van Buren, Abnbam jr., mariiea, 90l 

Van Buren, Abraham (broiliar of president) 190. 

Vam Bvxxv. Johh marries, 90 ; auomey to a bank, 

I ; might make bad banks better ! 94 ; Marey's mort- 
gage and message, 19S-6 ; 149; nodee of, 147-8 ; Iden- 
lifies Webb, is screened by W. T. McCoun, Is partaar 
with J. McKown, gtta §1250 for assisting at Boughton*a 



trials ! 48 
203. 905; 



is aitorncy'seneiul by caucos, Ib. ; Tetters, 
borrows of Hoyt, M4; swears and spells. 



946 ; secret hints to— buying alocka— cursing— borrow- 
ing- Whipple, 250; stockjobbing, 259-9; betting, 9SS; 
more gambling. 356 ; more yet, 2^ ; borrows and specu- 
lates, 961 ; begs Jesse's aid, 909. 

Van BvKBif, Mabtih, 7; 17; his birth, parentage, 
connexions, habits, mairiaga, sons, 19, 90; licensed aa 
a lawyei^takes office— political moves, 91, 93; In- 
trigues for banks, and becoroea diraetor of Hudson 
bank. S3, 34; seu up as a hard money man, 9S ; aaa 
soft, 39 ; Scttthwiek on. 96 and 963 ; on mill b'k. 97 ; 
appointed Attnraey>GenereI, 98 ; ehoaen senator for 
Columbia Co., ib. ; votes for Clinton to be President, 
29 ; inlerfores with the Post-Offlce, 30 ; swerves ftom 
tmth as to his Bank votes, 31 ; charten the old Buflklo 
bank, 32 ; against a specie clause, lb. : bis and Dan- 
tine's bank intrigues, 34, 35 ; he puts down Bank in- 
quiry, 35 ; saves the Washington and Wairen hank 
charter, votes against taxing Bank stock, and for two 
bank charters, 37, 38 ; his manoBuvres, lb. ; for Auburn 
Bank, ib. ; abhors bank knavery, 48 ; the right hand 
man to Clinton, 1818, 44 ; for and against a caucus, 
ib. ; gives BVeecker o(|lce» Ib : explanatlona of his war 
conduct, 45, 46 ftirges on Clinton, then deserts him— 
Ambrose 0^noer on, 48,49 ; Clinton expelled fkom tba 
Canal Board, 50 to S3 ; tradnces Clinton when alive, 
lands him when dead, 54 ; his sense of justice, or the 
Prendergasl vote, 62; on» district elections, 56; his 
Crawford caucus 56 to 58; ditto 195; Catliolica and 
70; in U. 8. Senate, 79; on imprisoninent 79; oa 
interpal improvement, lb. ; efaameier of. 73 ; for a U. 8a 
Buk and not for it. 75 to 78; petitkma BIddle for U. a 
branch bank. 79; Davis on. 80, 81; regQlatlii| the 
Post-Ofltoe, 61 to ra; ifar Clay and Adams, 83; his 
safety fund, 84%) 95? governor, 88 ; against banks, 89 ; 
BteTenson ibr. 98 ; selecto offices from Congress, 101 ; 
the fteedom, 101; claims on France and, 105; Jack* 
son*s cabinet quarrel and 106, to 111 ; Crawford Intrigue 
and, 108 ; Branch and Webb on, 100, 110 ; goes envoy 
to London, 111 ; rejected by U. 8. senate, 119; proecifp- 
tkm by, lb.; elected V. P.,1U; on pet banks, 114 lo 
]96>; to McLane on do., 190 ; eleetlooeers, 124 ; dodges 
votes, 139 ; on bank debts, ib. ; Young for. 130 ; for 
and not for b*k reaniction. 138 ; for money well mixed, 
130; sub-treasury and, 149; endones Blair. 143; exam- 
ples in style, 144 ; profllfste expenditure of, 144 to 149 : 
standing army of 900,006, 145 ; meanneaa in money, 149 
and ! ! ! ; Butler and, 153, 154, 160 to 165 ; toasted ns wt 
Brakine, 166; letten of, 183, 164 ; his terror about $IS, 
185; lettezs, I86-7-8i 190; on Albany Aig;as, 190; 
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in ftully.lb.; BttfeWMblM: m ptitf, 196; 

lactvn on Noah, Clay aod Adam— Is warn of Oaw- 
fiiid*fl racoaa»-Noah on V. B., 107»I9e; TAlaglmph, 
•Mkmlnc. yUlliiif Cfawfard, 900: satplcloiu camrmm 
tow*ds lEoeiiMler, 901 ; Wright** l«tt«r oa the ■potla 
to, 908 ; lettara on etocUon of ^ Noah, boti, Ice., 904^ ; 
oa Providenea, Bntlor, Woslorvelt, 906 ; Maiey saved, 
WeatorveU saves, 907 ; Bryaa Fitrrell, Hoyt and. 911 ; 
Noah on, 914; oa Hoyt*s bad inaoDen,916; edaeaied 
lloyt, ib. ; on Mackeosia, 999; to Hoyt ftnm Loadoii. 
SM ; Webb would light for, 931, 933 ; Beaaett aad Eam- 
peans, 936 ; electioneering, 937 ; Bennett on— on Bennett, 
945 ; on Sarartwont, 950 ; Godwia on, 951 ; on Whigs, 
6bc^957; notes. 968; takes Platndealer. 969; help for 
God's sake, lb. ; on Amistead negroes, 274 ; Leggett on 
slavery, outrage and, 977 ; slaverp In BRssonrl and. 27»; 
eoasUng trade In slaves and, 979 ; Cuba and, lb.; act colo* 
nial ■ettlements, lb. ; Canada proelamatlon by, 980, 989 ; 
on annexaUon, 981 ; Iowa and, 989; fkllnre. 1840, 989; 
aathor's imprlsoaoient and, 980 : for Polk, Dallas and, 
of eoone, Texas, 995 ; electioneering, 309 ; agt. cheap 
law, 304— 6 ; agt a eonvendon, 305 ; Bank of Hudson 
and, 307. 

Van Buien, Martin, letters by, 30, 70, 79, 79. 

Van Bniea. Martin. Jr., 90. 

Van Bnren, Smith Thompson, marries, 90. 

Vaaderpoel, Judce Aaron, votea for Polk*s pat banks, 
134 ; notice of-Ho Hoyt, 969-3. 

Vaaderpoel, James (Vice Chancellor), 90; deaU In 



Vsn Dlemaa's Land Prisoners. 987. 

Van Ness, CoraeHus P. 9, 10» 19 to 14, V. B. to 



against slavery 979. 

Van Ness, Wl 
New York », his clerk embessles ^1 18^ on foreigners 



rilUam P. 10, on Soeloty— U. S. Judge, 



70, in Hudson bank 93 and SOT. 
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Butler*s opinion of 164, 
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nada 283 to 26S. 
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V. & 931, wmM flght PUIndexter 932, hSs card. IK, on 
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misconduct by 133 ; votos against Polk*s pet banks, 134. 
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Wood. Bradford R. Renmifcs on war, 970. 
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afft ftub-treasnry and pets ISO, 140 ; divides * the spolU* 
92100 to J. Van Buren ftir as9itting at four triala 948 ; 
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CHAPTER I. 



Dedication, The State Convention at Albany, Ckecks on Legislation. CW. 
veniions prei^ent wars. Republics should be ftaeific. Cheap Postage an import- 
ani Educatianal measure. The adder^s stone. Admimstrationqf Justice in the 
U.S. . 

This volume, like its predecessor, the Lives of Butler and Hoyt, is respect- 
fully inscribed to the Electors of the Convention, which is to assemble in June 
next, for the 'revision of the Constitution of the Stale of New York. The 
unanimity with which that great measure has been supported at the polls, affords 
ground for good hope that the delegates about to be elected will be united and 
zealous in their endeavours for perfecting those cherished Institutions, formed 
upon popular integrity and intelligence, which the array of facts in these pages, 
under the title of the Life and Times of Martin Van Buren, too clearly proves 
to have failed, in many respects,* to secure to the people the practical advant* 
ages of those equal civil and religious rights, which they nominally confer, 
^ under any administration. The (institution of 1821, was, in some respects, 
like those which failed in France, the work of factions ; some of the leaders in 
each, striving so to remodel the instrument as would best conduce to the great 
object in view, the attainment of power and its many advantages by themselves 
and their followers ; but I trust that it is yet reserved to the new world to con- 
vince the old, that men can continue peaceably and happily to subsist under the 
regime of rational liberty and legal equality, with equal and exalted justice 



'*Tti» eormpoadenet of Kdmvnd Burke, lately pablbKed, shows what ha thonght of popular moTementi, how 
itef nnnt bo 4irattfd, and what wouM he the iato of the neople of Bnglaad, Imland and Sootlaod, if no mmt eould 
be found both able and willing to bear the heat and buraen of the day. Th« history of Mr. Van Buren and his 
uowoffthy eooMetatos will show, what sordid telflshness and an ambition without patriottsm and tove of virtue^ 
eao ttdsioTO, when united with jitauiible •woneie, fieat fieiseveranee, skill in the manafemeat of parties, and the 



wkaf aaav be done by tlie noion of mat minds tut the adTtneement of Um ipeoeral good. Ho says :-*** To bring 
the pooplii to a fiseling. to such a feeling, I mean, as tends to anendment or alteration of system, there must be nlaa 
and management. AH direction of public humor and opinion must originate in a few. Perhans a good deal of 
thai iaamor and opinion must be owing to eueh diraetion. Etoou supply materials ; times furnish dispositions ; 



condact alone can bring them to bear to any useful purpose. I nerer'yet knew an instance of any genera! temper 
ia thm natioii that might not hate been traced to some partlcuhir persons. If things are left to themselves, It is niy 
clear ^peoioo that a nalioo may slide down fair and softly from the highest point of |randettr and prosperity to the 
lowttst atate of imbecility and meanness, without any one^s marking a iwrticolar period in this declension, without 
aAtef m. qncMioa about it, or in the least speealatiag oa any of the innamerable acts which have stolen In this sileal 
aad laeaasibte sevolotioa. Every erent so pinpaies the subsequent, that when it arrives it produces no surpiise, nw 
nay oxtsaordinary alarm. I am certain that Ir pains, great and immediate pains, are not taken to pwrent it, sua 
MwtbmthefirtiarthMaDintry." 



IT VOT EASIKR TO CBOOS& GOOD BOtASVBIS TH4lf GOOD MEN ) 

dispensed to all. " The rational foundation of all government — ^the origin of 
a riifht to govern and a correiattve duty to oboy-^b neither original contract, 
proprietary right, nor prescription*— it is expediency-^the generau benefit of the 
community." 

I hear the people of the United States spoken of, by judges, legislators, ex- 
ecutives, and authors, by those in, and those in expectation of office, as being 
wise, enlightened, and capable of acting for their own interests ; and as they 
are empowered to choose presidents, governors, congressmen, senators, sherifis, 
^ 4rc.« their ability to dfecriminate, to refuse the evil and ohoose the good, is con- 
.^A^^ Tf^then. brother electors, you are capable o^ choosing the best men, 
hfiw miiph more so the best measures ! Would it not be well worth the enquiry, 
whether laws of a general character, and affecting every body, ought not to be 
subjected to the votes of the constituencies before they take effect ? Would 
not that be a more republican check on such wholesale wickedness as the life 
of Van Buren discloses in legislative halls ? The veto of a Jackson, a Tyler, 
or a Van Buren, may be right — so may that of a Bouck, a Marcy, a Porter, a 
TJ*jxv>o^ or a Wright — but is it not anti-republican ? The governor of this 
•*»««>, and the president of the United States have monarchical power — ^Ihey can 
resist — veto — and oAen do resist the will of the community as expressed by a 
majority. 

In the oligarchy of Venice, the doge was only a member of a council — he . 
oould not oppose the will of the majority; but under the monarchical part of 
our system, the governor or president, surrounded by power, patronage and place, 
in aid of influencing a re-election or choice of succession, can oppose a measure 
which the people may require — ^this opposition cannot be got rid of by the vote 
of a majority of their representatives — ^it can only be overcome by a vote of 
two to one, while the immense patronage of the courts of Washington or Albany, 
and oflen of both of them united for one object, is available to prevent that vote. 

I have been a close observer of the workings of legislative bodies — was long 
an active member — and have ever been a warm admirer of the representative 
system. To instruct the delegate, where the law is passed without the veto 
power of those bound to obey it, is perhaps essential, but the check is imperfect 
and inefficient. To send a representative to hear and argue and reason and 
then make up his mind, and while doing this to instruct him to vote and argue 
in this way, or that ; to oblige him to reason and vote, it may be against the 
dictates of his judgment and conscience ; to place the determination ahead of 
the discussion ; to have one set of men who do not hear the arguments, decide, 
tho' hundreds of miles distant, that which another set of men have been speci- 
ally appointed to enquire into and conclude upon, afler full investigation^ is 
perhaps not the best way to arrive at the truth. 

If you can select a governor, brother electors, are you not also capable of 
judging of the fitness of a bill agreed upon by your representatives, whether it 
is for the public interest that it should become a law ? A few men may be, 
and as these pages will show, oflen have been corrupted, and have deeply 
wounded your feelings and trampled on your rights. The great body of the 
people are manly, pure, honest, sincere, and have but one interest — the pu>>lic 
welfare. Consider, then, my friends, whether the veto power in legislatiozi 
would not be safer in your hands than in those of any president or governor 
whom the effi>rts of party leaders, in times of exoitement, may elevate to po^wer. 
I do not say it would be, but surely this is the time for giving to the question sl 
careful consideration. Such a change would effectually check hasty and im. 

Srovident legislation — ^there would be no need to tie the citizens of each cotitity 
own to the choice of representatives residing in the same county asthema^lves 
—-that question miight be safely left to their own discretion. Neither need tbi 
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to be restricted from choosing an honest minister of the gospel;'*' Acquaintance 
with the law of God is as safe a qualification for a republican legislator as an 
intimacy with R. H. Morris's unknown feudal usages practised at midnight on 
Pearce's household a few weeks before the defeat of Martin Van Buren, in the 
fail of 1840. The idea of submitting questions as to measures or rules of ac- 
tion, to the opinion of the people in their localities, is not new, but has been of- 
ten acted on. De Witt Clinton, Chancellor Kent, and the other members of the 
Council of Revision, in 1621, wished the amendments to the constitution that 
might be made in Convention, to be submitted, one by one, separately, to the 
people — and they were right. 

I look to national and state conventions, elected by an awakened people, as 
the best means of averting wars. Once I would have risked war to free Cana- 
da — now I would not risk it to gain territory anywhere. When in Canada, I 
had less time for study and reflection than within the last four years ; and al- 
tho' I dont like the cowardice that skulks in a corner, or drops on its knees, nor 
a system that aims at governing by dollars and lies, to which war is preferable, 
for there, in the groans of expiring humanity, man may learn to speak a natu- 
ral and true language ; yet would 1 do much to avoid bloodshed. Is not a duel 
a national war in miniature? Did Aaron Burr's superior skill and practice in 
firing at a mark, by means of which he murdered General Hamilton, prove 
that ne was right in sending the challenge, or that in the matter in dispute he 
had justice on his side ? Surely not. And do not national wars, afler ruining, 
killing, maiming, and butchering vast multitudes on both sides, ustially termi- 
nate in favor of the Aaron Burr like power which is strongest and most skilful, 
or involve other nations in the strugsle, and not seldom bolster up a bad cause, 
at the expense of the quiet of the world 1 Well said Horace Walpole, *' I had 
rather be a worm than a vulture." 

" Iff couM avoid, by any sacrifice whatever, (said the Duke of Wellington on a 
memorable occasion,) even one month of civil war in the country to which I was 
attached, I would sacrifice my life in order to do it. I say that there is noth- 
ing which destroys property and prosperity, and demoralizes character, to the 
degree that civil war docs ; by it the hand of man is raised against his neigh- 
bor, against his brother and against his father ; servant betrays master, and the 
whole scene ends in confusion and disorder." And what would a war between 
two peoples speaking one language, having one common origin, believing in 
one God, professing the same Christianity, be, if not a civil war ? How are the 
hundred millions of happy, benevolent, joyous creatures who will soon fill this 
country to be held together under the flag of the free ? Only by acting justly, 
honestly and faithfully towards each other, and towards the world, and " to 
brutes resigning carnage." 

*« We WRre the proprietors of this paper sometime before the commencement 
of the war of 1812, and were the ad%*ocates of that war, [say Gales and Seaton, 
in the National Intelligencer,] believing its declaration and prosecution neces- 
sary. We were young at the time, it is true." Now they are old, they present 
us with a picture of slaughter and devastation from which the mind recoils with 
horror. " At the conclusion of a ten years' war, how are we recompensed for the 
"death of multitudes and the expense of millions but by contemplating the sudden 
'' glories of paymasters and agents, contractors and commissaries, whose eaui* 
" pages shine like meteors, and wnose palaces rise like exhalations ?" Alter 
Napoleon's glorious victory at Austerlitz, Baron Larry, the emperor's friend 
and surgeon, cut off 1400 human limbs, and then the knife fell from his ex- 
hausted hands. France had made Napoleon dictator — afler the piece of Amiens, 
the money, the armies, the press, and the people were in his hands. He had sworn 

* I fccTt 09 toiN to «• pwtMt of eoaiftftUoiii MBtto l«(WatQi«s. 
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to be true to, and defend a republic, yet he employed all his influence to obtain 
the absolute and hereditary property of a power of which he had received but the 
temporary administration. No journalist dared to dispute his will — ^he annexed 
the Texas, the Canada, the Oregon, and the Mexico,* Cuba and California of 
Europe to his country — forgot right in the power of his might, and where is he, 
and where is his empire? Perhaps the Code NapoIeoUi soon, I trust, to be 
surpassed in utility by the codes civil, penal, and of procedure, in N. Y., is 
the proudest, best, and most enduring monument of his name. 

Who is there that now fails to acknowledge the disinterestedness, patriotism, 
stern aemocracy, ana accuruie means of knowledge possessea by Col. vVui. 
Duane, the friend of Jefferson ? Hear his account of the war of 1812 — I quote 
the Aurora of August 17, 1816. 

" The last war may be fairly considered, as it regards every thing — ^but 
the patience, hardihood and valor, of the line and the militia— one of the worst 
conducted, the most imbecile, inconsistent, and confused in its designs, that the 
world ever saw. The system of loans was a most villainous systematic cheat, 
for which every man who was concerned, ought to be recorded in a register of 
infamy. Imposture, perhaps, never ran such an uninterrupted career as for 
seven years past in the general government and th^t of Pennsylvania." 

I might have begun my narrative of Van Buren's Life and Times, without 
another word of introduction. Every leaf shows that such a work is required. 
But there are some who say that a part of my materials were improperly ob- 
tained — that I have published papers which ought to have been kept secret — 
violated confidence reposed in me— done things not warranted by law, custom 
and the proper usages of society. Of those who say this, there may be those 
who, not knowing the whole truth, do me great injustice, as there undoubtedly 
are others who, shutting their eyes against every explanation, desire to cover 
me with obloquy, however unmerited. To the former of these two classes, 1 
here present that explanation which, in my former volume or pamphlet, would 
have been partial and premature. 

One of the best educational improvements of the age, in the diffusion of a 
cheap literature, is not overlooked when this book is presented in the lightest 
and cheapest form, to be circulated thro' the Union at small expence, by mail 
and private conveyance, as containing truths to the people of deep and lasting 
import. Honor to those bold and manly spirits in Congress who stood up for 
cheap postage, the spread of useful knowledge, the instruction of the millions ? 
We pay vast sums yearly for armies and navies, fortifications and the imple- 
ments of bloodshed. Blessed be the day, see it who may, in which the diffu- 
sion of intelligence, with a spirit of mutual forbearance and good wiU, strength- 
ened by the wants of eaoh rendering them dependant on all, shall unite man- 
kind in the bonds of universal brotherhood. Cheap postage will survive, but 
wars shall cease — the world will become " the United States," America aye 
foremost in the glorious work ; the various climates, soils, products and diversi- 

* Would not tho purification of of our glorioui njrttAm by conventions and wim reformtf be a surar road to that 
national f reatn«« which wa Mek, than tho road to battle t Nationt, like indlTtdual*, get excited, abandon « 
peaceful and proiperoui corameree, and ezpeod on war the miUiona which, if laid out on rail roadi and canak, 
would have been an unspeakable blening. Juit hearken for a moment to Dr. Durben of the methodiit church, or 
the battle of Waterloo : 

"The People on both xidei thought themielvet fighting for liberty ; the French, to retain it wider a role of their 
own choice ; the aggregate masses of the allies, to dethrone the man whom they considered the only barrier to 
eonstittttional freedom in Europe. But how unfoKunata tbe poaitioo held by England on that day. Tbe frmiu» 
of Englaud fought to maintain the despotisms of the continenfc-^to deprive a brave people of the fkee choice of their 
rulers— to restore the representative of a worn out dynaaty to a throne tax which he was unfit, and from which he 
had fled before the Man of the People. Tbe ProtertanU of England fought to raeover the power* of the Pope, to 
bnng back the sway of the Jesuits. But if the masses were deceived, the leaders were not The allied sovereigns 
«nd the aristocracy of Eogland knew for what they w«i« fighting. They hoped the war of principles would end 
with the second overthrow of Napoleon. They conquered. Well might Robert HaU grieve when he heard of the 
victory which his countrymen and their allies gained at Waterloo, and say, •* That battle aad its nsults ie«niad t© 
wnUfut knek the cUck </ t*« wtrtd Hx dtgrtet.** 
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fied seasons, each contributing their part of the means of comfort, content and 
felicity to a renovated millenial world, in which " the harsh dull drum shall 
cease, and roan be happy yet." 

Like the word of God, ag^ainst which it has been wickedly objected that there 
are many indecent relations in it, there are none in this book that have not been 
necessary for their exposure and the execration of wickedness ; and by their 
merited punishment in the contempt and indignation of the public, a due cor- 
rection will be administered, 0^7" like the records of the divine warnings, 

Oir OR JUDGMENTS AGAINST SINNERS, EVER CONNECTED WITH THE 

(Kr ACCOUNT OP THEIR SINS. The sun is not to be blamed as the au- 
tnor oi mat steuuh wiiicri arises when he shines upon putrid substances. 1'hc 
surgeon is forgiven the wounds of a necessary amputation. The sickness from 
medicines is a happy token of returning health. 

If there is a sense of real religion remaining with any one among those that 
are here exposed, amidst the profession that has been made by some, public in- 
dignation, the law of God, call for sackcloth and ashes, repentance and restitu- 
tution. Let such a penitent as Benjamin F. Butler imitate Zaccheus the 
publican, the patron saint of custom-house officers, and say << Behold Lord, the 
half of my goods I give unto the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any 
man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold !" 

The greatest of all modern political writers has wittily observed, with respect 
to an important measure brought into the British Parliament by the present head 
of the ministry of that nation, that, as the poison of the serpent is said to be 
counteracted by a stone that grows in its head, so the corruptions of that gov- 
ernment have received a salutary. check and shall eventually be destroyed by 
the operation of that bill which compelled the Bank of England to return to 
specie payments, the work of one whose family and himself have risen into 
power and consequence by the operation of the fictitious paper-money system of 
1812, of which he has been the unconscious instrument of destruction, in the 
hope, as some say, of giving it strength. 

The sagacious Scots have gone yet a little further in their ideas concerning 
the counteraction of poisons. It is a traditional belief among them, that, at 
certain times, all the adders of the moors, assemble to form, from their slime, 
an incrustation called an "adder's stone," which receives its crowning beauty 
from the king of the adders passing through it and leaving on it the trace of all 
liis shining glories. Happy is the shepherd, that at a safe distance beholding 
the operation, waits till all is finished, and then courageously steps in and 
secures the prize. He is henceforth held in the highest respect, as possessing 
an infallible antidote against a deadly poison, put he does not gain the prize 
Without considerable risk, being pursued by all the venomous brood, and obliged 
..o seek his safety in flight. If he does not throw some one of his garments to the 
adders, to occupy their attention and divert their rage, they cease not their pur- 
suit till they recover their lost treasure, or obtain the body of their plunderer. 

Thro' zeal for social and political reform and improvement, I have been in- 
volved for the last eight years, in difficulties too well known to need recapitula- 
tion — ^but would rather endure adversity than enjoy the unmerited honors which 
traitors to liberty may now be wearing. During an involuntary exile, I made 
this land my residence, and being acquainted in a good degree with its early 
history and the excellence of its political institutions, it grieved me to find that 
complaints not less general than just and true, had been made against their ad- 
ministration. That to which my attention was turned when a stranger, could 
not faU still to attract it, according to my love of freedom and desire to promote 
the common welfare, when I became a citizen. When this second book, as the 
fruit of my labors, is before the public, it will be acknowledged thatlhl^yeiiot 
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been altogether unsuccessful in my attempts to expose abuses and the authors, 
in the hope that the people's representatives in Convention will discover and ap- 

Sly a remedy. While in the employment of the state in the Custom House of 
lew York, I obtained possession in a way the most honorable, as all must ac- 
knowledge, with pure motives, and by means the most innocent, of that which, I 
trust, will prove an adder's stone. 

But the Rcrpents that were employed in its formation, with more pertinacity 
than the adders of my native moors, have not been content with the cloak that 
I threw to them, the necessary covering of a former work. It was to be expect- 
ed that the whole brood would hiss and rage, as they had not raged and hissed 
for many a day before ; yet I scarcely thought that one of them would have 
ventured to follow me, even into the sanctuary of American justice, the high 
court of equity — but, from some recent decisions there, many seem to expect 
that I shall be given up to the chilling, slimy folds of the reptile tribe, to share 
the fateof another LaocOOn, who was strangled before the altar by serpents, while 
warning the Trojans against the wiles of the Greeks. 

Electors of Delegates to a free Convention, the proceedings of which may 
deeply affect the welfare of the world, what an important trust yours is ! That 
the fountains of justice are corrupted, that reform is wanted, all admit. '^ It is 
time (says the Courier and Enquirer) for the community to take this matter in 
hand." *' Judging from the history of various parts of the country for some 
years past (continues Col. Webb) it is our opinion that with $20,000 a man 
might commit any half dozen crimes that can be named, short of murder, and 
even that, if he happen to have pretty influential friends, and to be within reach 
of pretty convenient judges." " True, every word of it, (says the Herald.) 
The list of criminals who have escaped by means of wealth and influence dur- 
ing the last six years, would astonish every body. What has become of the 
Virginia professor ? Where is Levis the forger ? Where is Dabney ? Robin- 
son, Jewell, White, all escaped." " Men who are opposed to the banking in- 
terest (says O'Sullivan, the new made Regent of the University,) may indeed be 
elected to congress, or to a state legislature, but seldom without a severe strug. 
gle ; and, after they are elected, they are exposed to dangers of corruption, as 
great as any the members of the British Parliament were exposed to In the days 
of Sir Robert Walpole. In the courts of justice they have perhaps a more de- 
cided ascendancy than in the legislative halls ; for most of the judges are mem- 
bers of this privileged order; and the governors of many states are mere in- 
struments for the promotion of their purposes." The Globe, while Van Bnren's 
organ, spake of "judges, who in too many instances, show that the boasted in- 
dependence of the judiciary is only an independence of common sense and com- 
mon justice." Polly Bodine was accused of a murder the most foul — her friends 
were wealthy — she had a first trial and a second — a third was set on foot, and 
because some judge or other had ^* laid down a rule in Burr's case," 40 years 
since, 6000 tradesmen were taken from their avocations, a heavy expense en 
tailed on the county of N. Y., and the case put off by Judge Edmonds, thus 
wearying out witnesses and mocking at right, on the plea that among these 6,000 
men, twelve could not be found who were not unduly biased and unfit to try the 
cause upon their oaths ! Is it not time that scenes like this, discreditable to the 
age and to our institutions, should cease ? If the law is a science, it is capable 
of being scientifically and practically arranged ; and if it is not, the freedom of 
our institutions is an idle dream. Corrupt the fountains of justice to any peo- 
ple, and what need they care for forms of^ Government ? 

It is threescore years since Jefferson wrote " The times will alter— our rulera 
will become corrupt— our people careless. The time for fixing every essential 
right on a legal basis, is while our rulers are honest and ourselves united. From 
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the close of this (the old) war we shall be going down hill. It will not be ne- 
cessary to resort every moment to the people for support — they will be forgotten, 
therefore, and their rights disregarded.*' Is it not so now ? The woe, wretch- 
edness, insolvency, p-^verty, pain and anguish, of hundreds of thousands of our 
fellow citizens and their families, whom the gambling spirit of the age has ruin- 
ed within the last seven years, is a warning voice, telling the democracy to come 
to the rescue of all that is valuable in their loved institutions. Far spread must 
be that demoralization which in a land of abundant natural resources could ex- 
hibit in one city and district, one hundred and twenty millions of dollars, the 
debts of insolvents and bankrupts, blotted out as it were with a sponge. This 
volume describes Van Buren and his band, the great first cause of this accumu- 
lated misery — it appeals to facts — it unveils the past. To your wisdom and 
unanimity it is that the generous and the just must looic for a remedy, in the coun- 
cils of the delegates of a moral, virtuous and enlightened community. 

Could the people of N. Y. state have read the insulting commentaries of the 
admirers of European systems on the Somers tragedy, and the unusual features 
developed in the evidence given before a court martial, in presence of which a 
captain of the U. S. Navy, hesitated not to avow, that when about to launch 
three of his fellow men into eternity without that trial of their alledged offences 
which our laws seem to guaranty, he had told one of th^m "that for those who 
had money and friends in America there was no punishment for the worst of 
crimes " — could they have seen the deep and severe regret everywhere display- 
ed by the friends of progress abroad, while perusing details which indicated a 
condition of society less favorable than they had fondly hoped could exist here, 
they would rejoice at witnessing, as they have, the vast majority who united to 
rebuke Van Buren's doubts by calling together the convention of 1846. That 
body will, I trust, lay its heavy hand on the knaves mentioned by Jefferson, who 
"set out with stealing the people's good opinion, and then steal from them the 
right of withdrawing it, by contriving laws and associations against the power of 
the people themselves." 

The letters of Van Buren, father and son^-of Butler, husband and wife— of 
the Livingstons, Hoyts, Aliens, Lawrence, Cambreleng and many others, cannot 
fail to be read with profit. I would fain hope they may prove an adder's stone 
in this community, aiding somewhat in preventing the baneful influence of Van 
Burenism from continuing to overshadow the state and union, thro' its special 
organization of all that is cunning, pharasaical, greedy and heartless in this 
Republic. 



CHAPTER II. 

Matthew Henry and Samuel Young on the duty of citizens and christians in dit* 
covering secret wickedness. The author's position. Robert Tyler. Governor 
Van Ihu. The Van Buren^ Hoyt and Butler Correspondence. Proceedings 
about iL Steps taken by Messrs. Van Ness, BogarduSf Goldson^ Coryell and 

I others. Copies shown to the President of the U. S. and Secretary Walker. 

■ Action of the Government. Van Ness loses^ Coddington misses, and Lawrence 
gams a Lucrative Office. Polk's Bank Committee of 1834. Recorder Mar* 
risonthe Bench and in the Post Ofice. Secretary Forward and the l^ Mea^ 
surers. Ingham Coryell persecuted for daring to be honest. Disreputable con- 
duct of S. P. Goldson. 

Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Bible is a work of sterling merit— full 
of interesting and tuefui iaformation, and of fine thoughts clothed in language 
whioh has the eloquence of simplicity and truth to recommend it. 
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In the 59th chapter and 4th verse of laakhy we find the text — << None calleth 
for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth " — and Mr. Henry has made an excellent 
comment on it, and so applicable to the course I have taken with Mr. Van Buren 
and his associates in public life, thro' this and former publications, that I copy 
it, as follows : 

" No methods are taken to redress grievances and reform abuses ; none cills 
" FOR JUSTICE, none complains of the violations of the sacred laws of justice, nor 
" seeks to right those that suffer wrong or to get the laws put in execution against 
" vice and profaneness, and those lewd practices which are the shame, and 
<' threaten to be the bane of the nation. When justice is not done, there b blame 
" to be laid not onlv upon the raai^istrates tiiat should administer justice, but 
"UPON THE PEOPLE THAT SHOULD CALL FOR IT; PRIVATE 
"PERSONS, OUGHT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE PUBLIC GOOD BY 
"DISCOVERING SECRET WICKEDNESS AND GIVING THOSE AN 
"OPPORTUNITY TO PUNISH IT THAT HAVE IT IN THE POWER 
" OF THEIR HANDS ; hU it is ill urith a StaU when princes rule ill, and 
" the people lave to have it so. Truth is opposed, and there is not any that pleads 
" for it, not any that has the conscience and courage to appear in defence of an 
" honest cause, and confront a prosperous fraud and wrong." 

My lives of Hoyt and Butler, had, I believe, an immense circulation — and I 
find them referred to, now and then, in the Senate of N. Y. Yet is it not mor- 
tifying to see how much more astonishment is there expressed that I should 
have published such statements as are in that book, than that such state- 
ments could be published ? 

Col. Samuel Young, in reply to a reference to my book, by Mr. Wright, 
Feb. 4th, 1846, spoke of it as " a book surreptitiously obtained and surrepti- 
tiously printed, and which he (Wright) now thinks it honorable to quote from, 
for the purpose of injuring such a man as Benj. F. Butler." The Coloners 
code of morals were not quite so much Butleris^d in 1825. He had then no 
desire to screen successful knavery and honor the delinquents. 

During the discussion of the state road bill, that year, (I quote the Alb'y D'y 
Advertiser,) General Root censured the Canal Commissioners, and hinted that 
the people's money had been squandered on their favorites. Col. Young replied, 
that " if the General knew of any dishonest conduct on the part of the Com- 
missioners, and kept it a secret, HE WAS A TRAITOR TO THE PUBLIC 
FOR NOT HAVING EXPOSED THEM TO THE WORLD." The Gen- 
eral's rejoinder was very appropriate, but my object, in referring to these con- 
versations now, is to show how anxious Samuel Young is in 1846, to uphold the 
dishonest president of Jacob Barker's Sandy Hill bank, and to censure me for 
having followed his excellent advice to Erastus Root in 1825. 

I now proceed to show, that the book which has given so much uneasiness to 
bad politicians, was neither surreptitiously obtained nor surreptitiously printed. 
The materials came into my hands, with the consent of Mr. Van Ness, Collec- 
tor of the port of New York, Mr. Bogardus, his Assistant Collector, Mr. Gold- 
son, his Keeper of the Records, Mr. Walker, Secretary of the Treasury, and 
Mr. Polk, President of the United States. The importance of the subject will 
justify me in publishing, at this stage of the proceedings, a clear and distinct nar- 
rative of the main facts. 

In 1942 and 1848 I was actuary or agent for the corporation known as the 
Mechanics' Institute, City Hall, New York, where my services received an un- 
animous vote of thanks. I might have continued, with the approbation of all 
parties, but resigned in the fall of 1843. Certain leading citizens of foreign 
birth applied to Mr. Robert Tyler, son of the then President, to provide me with 
ft sitDatioa in the custom houae^-thia they did without my knowledge or augges- 
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tion. Mr. Tyler being at Howard's hotel, sent Mr. Sweeny of Philadelphia to 

ask me to call upon him. I did so, and he enquired whether I would acoept an 
Inspector's place ($1100 a year.) My reply was that i would. Next day he 
told me to wait on Collector Curtis, who would place me in office, and I did so, 
accompanied by a director of the Institute. Mr. Curds was very polite — said 
I would have the place, but that the warrant or papers had to goto Mr. Spenoer 
at Washington. Difficulties were raised afterwards, arising out of my very 
peculiar position with reference to England, but I believe the President and his 
sons were sincere in their wish to oblige my friends. The following note is a 
proof of that : 

<' W. L. Mackenzie, Esq. — My Dear Sir : I have just had an opportunity to 
" read your letter of the 22d April. I am always glad to hear from you, al- 
" tho' I find it impossible to be a very punctual correspondent. Colonel Graham 
*< [then P. M.] is expected here to day, and I shall urge your appointment upon 
" him. If any accident should detain him lu N. Y., take this letter to him, and 
<< tell him from me, that there is no man in New York I had rather see him 
*' provide for by an appointment in the city post office than Wm. L. Mackenzie. 
" My own feelings would be highly gratified at your success. Very truly yours, 
« Philadelphia, April 28th. Robeet Tyler." 

Altho' the note was of no use, the kindness of heart displayed by the youth- 
ful writer, to a person who was poor and an exile, and had no political influence 
or weight, was very gratifying indeed— and when Mr. Van Ness became col- 
lector, I was nominated as an inspector, but, as Mr. Spencer had objocted, his suc- 
cessor took the same view — ^and on reflection, I cannot venture to assert that it 
was not the more discreet course. I was then placed in the Record office, which 
had that name given it in burlesqde, I presume, for it was the most confused col- 
lection of papers on a mammoth scale I had ever beheld during the half century 
of my existence, nor did I hesitate to write a note to the collector in which [ 
frankly told him so. 

In 1840, Mr. Van Ness wrote me from Burlington, Vermont, a very compli- 
mentary letter with reference to a newspaper I was then publishing at Roches- 
ter. He wrote a second from N. York, and enclosed a year's subscription. 
Being requested by the President's brother-in-law, and son (with his father's 
approbation,) he showed no unwillingness to give me a situation. For some 9 
or 10 months, three clerks were employed in beginning to arrange the Records, 
of whom I was one ; and as I found many remarkable documents from time to 
time which were no records, I copied whatever of such interested or amused 
me. Six months before I lefl, Webber, the chief clerk, had privately informed 
the authorities that I was copying papers ; and in Ma^h, 1845, 1 drew Mr. Bo- 
gardus's attention to some of Hoyt's and his correspondents' stray productions, 
by sending or giving them to him. I also asked Henry Ogden, the old cashier, 
to mention to Mr. Hoyt that many curious papers of his were turning up. Mr. 
Ogden said that he had told him this twice, but that Hoyt replied that he had 
left nothing that he cared for. 

When particular papers or books were wanted, we had some 200 or 800 
trunks to search, all of them the property of the United States, and some of them 
open, others locked — some with keys and some without—some with an assort- 
ment of all things, pious and impious, official and unofficial, from 1789 to 1844, 
and others exhibiting sonfe efforts to attain method and order. I said then, and 
I now repeat, that the confusion visible everywhere was in keeping with the ac- 
counts of Hoyt and Swartwout — it could not have been the result of accident. 

I must speak plain — ^how could it be avoided ? " To reform and not chastise 
would be impossible — the wisest precepts would be of little use unless ftiere 
were examples to enforce them. To attack vices in the abstract without aim- 
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uig $X pertdQs, would be safe fighting indeed^ bat it woold be fightmg with 
shadows." 

Mr. Bogardus, with consent of the Treasury^ had thousands of pigeon holes 
made, to hold papers as fast as we oould sort and arrange them. He gave his 
orders to Ssrouel P. Goldson, a political friend whom be liad introduced from 
the 8th ward, as the keeper— they were very intimate, and Gbldson considering 
Bogardus as his patron, did nothing without consulting him. On the l5th of 
May, Goldson told me that Bogardus had ordered him to break open, examine 
the contents and remove to garret, the Custom House Trunk marked * J. & L. 
Hoyt's Law Papers.' I suggested to him, Mr. Coryell, the other clerk, being 
present, not to break it open, but to let the men carry it to the garret, for we had 
the carpenters at work, and many loose papers. He replied that his orders 
were positive-— took a large screw driver, called Mr. Stansbury, a carpenter to 
help him, and they broke the screw driver twice, but opened the box. I had 
had an idea that the papers of all Hoyt's remarkable custom house law suits 
with the merchants were in that box, the contents of which were immediately 
thrown upon the floor among other miscellaneous documents, and afterwards 
carried in baskets to the attic. That box contained a part of the letters of the 
Van Burens and Benj. Butler, but it is evident from Hoyt's affidavit to the chan- 
cery bill, that he knew very little about it. The box was not Hoyt's — Hoyt 
was on record as having embezzled •2d0,000 — the papers were in possession 
of the government, but not being official, for the words ' Law Papers' were a 
blind, we might have burnt them or swept them out. He had told Ogden he 
didn't want them, or to that effect ; and it he had wanted them, I should have 
done my best to thwart him afler I ascertained their character. I knew that 
Goldson would tell Bogardus instantly what sort of law papers we had got at, 
if indeed he did not know before he ordered the box to be opened and examined, 
and it is presumed he did not, for, as he says in his letter, the box was doubtless 
ordered to be opened as many others had been, that we might look in it for some 
important papers then required by the authorities, for which we had vainly 
sought elsewhere. 

In presence of Ingham Coryell, and with the full and entire approval of 
Goldson, the keeper,! began to copy as many of these papers as were of a publio 
character and fit for the publio eye ; and as a gentleman whom I had known 
for many years, and who had held lucrative and important trusts under the U. 
S., was about to leave for Washington, I called on him, shewed him the copies 
I had taken, gave him many duf^icates, and requested him first to show them 
to Mr. Van Ness, and then carry them to Washington, and let the President 
see them, as they concerned the public welfare. Another of the clerks appears 
to have informed him abbht them, and desired him to tell the Collector that I 
was copying them, with the keeper's consent ; and that altho' he had remon- 
strated, I was also allowed to take such of them away to be copied as I thought 
fit. The Collector was very fully informed on these points by this gentleman, 
and sent for me, but was engaged when I called. AbK>ut this time I was told 
privately and also saw the notice in the Morning News, that President Polk 
had promised General Dix that Coddington, being recommended by him, Cam- 
breleng, Butler, Van Buren, and the rest of the faithful, was to have the Col- 
lectorship, and that Governor Van Ness, who had tried hard to elect Mr. Polk, 
was to be thrown overboard without ceremony. I told the gentleman who car- 
ried the papers to Washington, to mention to Mr. Polk where they were from,* 

*Mr. Potk*i eominittee to wareh tb« U* 8. Bank, t834, F. Thonm*. Clwinnan, d«maDd«d of the bank Um nrivato 
Mtora of members of oonfrsn to the bank pratident, or any bank offlccr, and atl unaniwered letter* from M. Ca. 
darinf the preriotti two yean, wbetber about a new eharter or the priTata tvanMctioot of ■oeh M. C^t. with tiM 
bank— and Iho* not a leeret committee, tbey demanded the books or the bank, not merely to inspect them, bat to 
49 to in Mon^takixv Uma oat of the baadt oftbo dinetMi, attd they MMrted ttoU rifht lo cany tham wlma ikty 
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and how, and requested that there should be no oonoealment as to what I was 
doing — and he did so. 

Mr. Hoyt has had hosts of witnesses before three successive city |?rand juries 
to get me indicted on account of these documents-^but in vain. We shall see 
whether I merited the abuse and slanders that have been heaped upon me. I 
think not. I did everything fairly and above board, and even sacrificed the 
petty office I held, with my income, time and means, and also borrowed money, 
that I might be enabled to lay useful truths before the people previous to the 
era of a convention. A mercenary soul, situated as I was, would only have 
considered how much money he could alarm the guilty hypoorites into pay ins 
for the destruction of the evidences of their shame and dishonor, thus placed 
within his control. 

On the 1st or 2nd of June, I received the following note from the gentleman 
to whom I had givr n many copies to be shewn to the President. It was franked 
<' Comptroller's Office, J. W. M'CuUoh," and had the Washington postmark of 
the 31st of May. 

" Washington, 30th May, 1846. My dear sir ; I received your letter ex* 
" planatory of the reference in one of J. V's [John V. Buren's] letters to H^t, 
"and thank you for the information it gives. The discovery of those letters 
" seems to be providential, AND IS DULY APPRECIATED [N THE RIGHT 
" QUARTER. All will go well. I will be glad to hear from you, and on any 
'• occasion, in which I can serve you, write to me without reserve. You will 
** find mc ready to render you any aid in my power. Yours Truly." 

plenii«d. They actually tnaad thair fanaral warrant to eonapal the pradoelion of all tba latlna that bad baan 
wnttan to tha oank or on pnvala or publie butinaM with it, fur IbamMiTaa aod otben, wtthto two yaan, iatandinf 
to seorch the tame with the view uf inatituttng a criminal proseeutioD againtt tha writen or raceivan. Ail thia 
Mr. Polk approved of^yet even th« cbancalitfr will eompal no man to prodaea his books and popan to ordar that 
it may b« teeo whelitor tboy ruroish aridanca on which to ground a criminal pnieeeutina. "It is a compulsory 



procosa." said Mr. Everett. Iat« minitUr to England, " to compel tha good people of tha U. S. to prodaea iheir boon 
and papeit. and mbmit them to gvnaial saaien in ptoof of crinas, not ehaifod bat sospactad ; to ba enfuread b« 
atiachmant, imprisonment, and infinite disuaas; a search of books, a search of letters, and an examination on oata 



of tho {lanoos implicHied, touebiiw the mnttara whereof tboy are sospeeted. In what does snch a warrant differ 
firom thi«a issued under tba 1st Cbarlaa aad tba Sod Jamea, for which, among othar things, Scruggs was in- 
peaebad r* 

Recorder Morris, now P. M. of N. Y., selected by Mr. Polk and hia cabfnat on aeoooot of his principles from 
among AOQJOOQ atisans, bald that tha and justiflad the means in tba case of Glantworth ; descended from the bench 
of his criminal cuurt.^oiDed the mayor, and tbe two started off to tba quiet dwelling of a private citizen after tha 
midnight hour— told bim he bad in bis possession a saalad paekago of papars tha pronarty of a party than absent— 
and compelled him to give it up oodar a threat that they would then search bis bed roomk, study, closets, chests 
and drawers, and take it by force. They bad no warrantr-oo oath, ganaral or special — no sheriff was preaant. nor 
a dBfMity— no not even a consubla. Pierce was not swohi as to his knowledge of tha cootenta of the packet, or 



asked wheiber it contained tbe evidenca of Giaotworth*s goilt. Judge Morris* real obieet was to find aid towards 
the election of his (Nirty leadar, Van Buren — his immediala porpoea waa to prove tM nrobable guilt of persons 
against whom no charge whatever had come balbra him aa a judca, by means of papers which even District Attor- 



ney VVhitinjT and B F. Butler had not chosen to keep when tboy bad them ; thesa papers, too, tha property of a m^n 
whom their friend Judge Edmonds bad privately warned to go aw»y, aAer be bad taken them home aod perused 
tbem. 

Messrs. Morris and Varian said that they did all this ofllefailly ; and when Governor Sawnrd asked Morris what 
authority h» had -for his midnight march to Pearee*s, be npiied that much of the Common Law in force here had 
never been printed any where ; that Lawyers knew the unwritten parts of the law ; and that these parts would be 
found to sanction his expedition to Pierce*s after private papars. Atcomey Geneiml Hall flatly denied that the folks 
of New York live under a code of unknown la%sa, never yet set in type, or written with a pen. *' Tha extraordinary 
doctrine of the Rec«irder, (said h«) that some portions of the Common Law have never been reduced to writing, 
and are not to be found In any book, isequallv novel aad uotaa«bto. Lord Camden says, " the names and rigbta 
of pablic magistrates, their power and forms or proceeding, as they are settled by law, have been loor since written, 
and are to be found in books and records.** If Mr. Moms is right common law is like dog law. Pompey offends 
me and gels whipt. He remembers tbe whipping and avoids the ofihoee. A man does a meritorious act— b brought 
before Jod|;e Morris and punisiied for it, by virtue of laws, which Morris tells him that nobody but Lawyers ever 
bcaitl of and which many of them declare to have no exiscence. If Judges aad lawyoneaaout agree aa to whetlier, 
in 1845. the lawt uf N. Y. state are or are not written, how then can they agree as to what the laws are 1 Yet thn 
is the man whom President Polk has selected to take care that the seals of tbe letters of the people of N. Y. and 
their correspondents be not violated for political or paitv purpaaes • Is it not in eharaeter with his maiden choicf 
et B. P. Butler ? If 40 British ministers have stooped to tbe petty larceny poiicv of the ad miniRt ration ttf a 
Foach^. confiiunding principle with precedent, and moral law with legal custom — if all tba 40, including Peal, 
Wellington, Canning, Ooderich, Melbourne, PalnerstOB, Rwaell, Graham, and Aberdeea, and all tbe lord lieutenaota 
of Ireland, have, each in bis turn, caused letters passing thro* the postoflSce to be secretly opened, read, and raiealad 
by stealth, with counterfeit seafa^— and they do not deny it— what may not be eipeetad from as convenient a postr 
naster as Morris, who adheres to a oode of law unknown to his countrymen, including it is presumed tbe British 
praetiee to which I have bad reiereoee 1 In the case of Hoyt, the documents were in govemment boxes, and Hoyt 
an emhezzier of the revenue, who bad feeaped the penalty of the sob^traasury act by a quibble— they were mixed 
up with hundreds of tons of official records— were muealed, iadeoent, unbecoming, and laft in ihe evstom house 
beeaase loo polluted to eoter a private maaoioB. 
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When I afterwards saw the writer, he informed me that Mr. Polk bad penised 
the letters, and been informed where and in what manner they were found ; and 
that the effect they produced on his mind was such as to induce him to depart 
from his original purpose as expressed to General Dix. He said that he would 
not give the ofBce to Mr. Coddington, but would appoint a man of his own. I 
have seen a pretty accurate statement of this interview in the National Intelli- 
gencer, written by its N. Y. correspondent, M. L. Davis, who did not get any 
of his facts from me. Ritchie did not contradict Davis's statement, nor make 
any remarks upon it. I sometimes think that it was by way of an offset to these 
anti-Van Buren movements in May and June, that The Dnian abused me so out- 
rageously when my book appeared last September. 

Horace Walpole repeats a saying of his father. Sir Robert, "that but few 
men should ever be Ministers, for it lets them see too much of the badness of 
mankind." Mr. Van Ness was, I thought, a kind-hearted man, and all the Ver- 
moBters I had met with, spoke well of him, after he had been their governor. 
I would have been glad, if he had kept his ground, but he was less fitted to deal 
with the host of crafty place hunters who surrounded him than Lawrence, whose 
colj, phlegmatic, calculating temperament, and mind turned toward stockjob- 
bing and lucre, will remain undisturbed, where Van Ness would almost shed 
tears of pity. I have been in the anti-chambers of Kings and Governors — and 
have witnessed the levees of the Colonial Rulers of forty colonies, in Downing 
street, but never on earth saw anything so formidable, yet humiliating to human 
nature, in the way of besieging power for place, as in the Custom House of N. Y. 

On the 3rd of June last, a friend wrote me in confidence from Washington, 
that Van Ness was superceded, and Lawrence, the choice of the President, and 
I wrote my resignation the same day and sent it in. 'Phe Collector sent for me 
twice that month, and bade me stay oh account of my straitened circumstances 
and large family. I declined, my mind being fully made up that I had a duty 
to perform, effectually to uncloak the knaves who figure in part of this corres- 
pondence. Nor was it any great sacrifice, for I had the smallest income ojf any 
clerk in the C. H. Webber and Everett were removed for their political opin- 
ions, with about ten minutes' ofHoial notice, and I was ordered to instruct Grold> 
son and Coryell, their successors, in their duties, which I did. We had pre- 
cisely the same work to do, yet I was paid 8200 less than the one, and $300 
less than the other. The treasury regulation seems to be purely political, and 
Committees of Congress, named by their party Speakers, are altogether a delu- 
sion. Seventeen men, called Measurers, get $1500 a year each, for doing worse 
than nothing. Secretary Forward proposed to abolish them, but his whig cabinet 
was air built, and it soon vanished. The N. Y. Custom House is the most pow- 
erful piece of political machinery for neutralizing opinion and controlling elec- 
tions, to suit the few, that I ever saw or heard of in any country. De Witt 
Clinton's celebrated warning on that head, is indeed a truth. 

It is a curious fact that neither Bogardus nor Collector Van Ness, ever spoke 
a word to me about the Hoyt correspondence while I was in office. During 
every spare moment, from the 16th of May till July 1st, I copied from these 
relics of Van Burenism, at my desk and dwelling house, with the keeper's ap. 
probation, and, as it appears, that of his superiors also, whom he and Coryell 
had carefully and properly consulted. Had they objected, I must have desist, 
ed. The power of dismissal or censure remained in Messrs. Polk, Walker, 
and Van Ness, or either of them, but no one said a word. They doubtless 
knew that it would have been highly criminal to conceal such unequivocal 
proofs of turpitude from an abused people. Mr. Walker examined the letters 
with great care, and both he and the President were glad that so much con- 
cealed villainy had come to light. So far from being displeased, President Polk 
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prompdy acted on my inforftifttton, being ja^lj indignant at Coddington's at- 
tempt to head General Jacksoni as shewn in page 214, No. 179 of correspond 
dence.* 



*TAlk of Tiolatins prirata eoDlldence ! It wu in proieentim of idt pvblie duliM to tbt stota that providanea 
Ainiihad ma with raeh full mattm for the aspomire or its anamiat. Wula ** Salot populi, «Dprema lex,*' niaaiiu 
the Kw of God and maa, a rule to regulate oar oonduet toward* oar oeif hbon, aod the practiee accordiof to which 
has been approved by poitarit? in the eaae of every Uesaed ralbraiar who has left hii toil oa earth for hk laward 
io heaven, what eoald I teve beeo, but one of the waiatof traiuus, if I had spared thow enemies that were delireiad 
into my hands T 

Let than Jaisa Hoyt, the tool of thaM plotters, let their hiielii^ the poor newspaper hacks, Ritchie and Heiss of 
the Uoioo, BlaJr and Rives of the Globe, Noah of the Son, Bannatt of the Haimld* 0*8ullivan of the News, French 
fc Gnisidv of tha Atlas, Cmwell of the Arfos, the eolooBons of the two Poets, here and in Boston, the Troy Bud* 
cat, and Senator Mack, with other more obscure drudfes, the bearers of official burthens, on whose galled shoulders 
their masters have often ridden into power over the neeks of a betrayed and Ineubad people ; let them all rejoiee la 
tha partial victory which they have obtAined, thao' W. T. McCoan, in hindering the circulation of my Armer book 
for a time. Let the sacrifices which they have already made in the temple of mammon suffice, in retting a neigh- 
bear, in soma cases, to bun a eopy for which he nay have paid, bnt retaining their own like the flesh which tha 
haathena took from tba altais of toeir gods to sell in the shamblee. Let every covetous christian purchase it and 
e?enr jew, as hallowed at that shrine where they all mutually and lovingly worship every Saturday and Sabbath, 

Thaftnr of loug his office, when Lawaenoe cama in, most have been the motive that induced Goldsoa to iell, 
and persist in a folMhood, in this matiee. When I had stated in the Tribune how I came by the letters, Goldson 
replied as follows : 

** Mt. Mookannia save >-* With tha oansant of Mr. Goldson, the keeper, I publicly copied, whenever I had spare 
"time, such of those totters as I thought the public ought to see (omitting private patsages.) and (as Mr. Goldson aod 
" Mr. Oortell wUI no doobt testify, if called on by the Gonrt of Chaaoery) I took home (with the keeper's aonseot) 
' variofls letten, to copy them in the evenings. This coarse continued for nearly a month from May 15.* To this 
* statement, and every part of it, I give an nnqnalilled denial Be never asked my oonseot. If ha copied the papers 
' B*pabUcly,'aahasBys,Uw«switho«|aqjkaowladfft. Ifhetook then home, it was without my knois- 



iU reference was made by GoUson to the tMid elark, Coryall, I alao appealed to Um, and hen ii his answar, 
dated Nov. IS, 1845. 

•' W. L. Mackeczie, Esq.—Sir : In reply to yours of to-day, I (bel bonnd, under the efrcumstanees, to say that I 
** have read in the Trihwu year statement and Mr. Ooldson's reply, and THAT UPON THE UNPLEASANT 
•« ISSUE THUS HADE BETWEEN YOU, YOU ARE CORRECT. Resp'y yours. INGHAM CORYELL.** 

Mr. Coryell is well connected, and came to N. Y. highly recommended by the governor and many leading men 
of the democratic party in Pannsrlvania. Goldson, on the Mth. wrote in the Tribune. " I repeat that the statement 
of i^Bokenzia is in every particular false— false both in fact and spirit.** Rumor has it that he swore to the same 
effect before several grand juries. Again, on the 18th, Goldson wrote, that '* certain gov't papers were wanting, 
^ and tha keys to sundry gov't aasee and boxes, in which it was supposed they were deposited, were lost. Mr. 
** Bogardus ordered these gov't boxes and cases broken open and the papers arranged. One of them was found to 
" oontain hundreds of letters addressed to Mr. Hoyt.** He goes on to say, that he got a new lock and key ; and 
ttet, with his ioonsentj neither Coryell nor myself opened that box afterwards ; but if this had been true a part ^ 
these lemarkable disclosures had never appeared. 

As Goldson and Corvell an both letaiaed by Lawreaaa in tha sane department, to this boor, with the consent of 
Mr. Polk and Mr. Walker, I copy Coryell's statement of Nov. SSth, from the Tribune, as follows : 

" Mackenzie, Goldson and I were the onlv clerks fa the room ; Goldson was the senior aod gave Maekensia per- 
nissioo to eopy the letters; / MMved, hudidnat Jknev, tkat A« uUndM tg pmbluk tkem^ and told Goldson that he 
did wrong in giving him the permission. Instead of aiding him to copy them, as Goldson charges, I, through a 
friend, told the Colleetor that Mr. Maekanala was Uking copies, and that be, the Collector, ought to enqnira into 
the matter. Mr. Van Ness sent Mr Bogardus. who is the personal friend of Mr. Goldson, to make the inquiry. 
He did inquire, aod he reported that it was all right ; and so fbr from fearing that he would lose his place for 
permitting him to eopy tha latteia. Goldsan, after ub koaw that Maekanaie was about to leave the office, excused 
nim fiom other duties, that be might make extracts fiom papers in the office, which Mackenzie has used in hii book. 
1 refer to the published letters of^Mr. Van Ness and Mr. Bogardns. to prove that my statement as to them is trne, 
and knowing these foots to be so, QoMson now says that k* c^uU not but jbie» that kt tkmdd lote kts plme«y kit 
UvtliMood, and atiauaU awy friend IU pcasuted hf the evndiut charged upon kirn. Now I reply that be did not 
then think so ; Mr. Van Nem and Mr. Bogardus were than his friends, they knew that he wu the senior clerk in 
chaigo of the papers ; they knew that Mackenzie was copyiog these letters with Goldson's permission or connivance, 
and took no steps to prevent it, and Goldson knew this.** 

On seeing this, Bogardns gave Coryell the lie in tlie most plain terms, in tha Tribune of the 28th of Nov.— saying 
that hia statement was " an unblnshiag and malicious folsehood." Messrs. Polk, Lawrence aod Walker continue 
to avail themselves of his services also ! ! 

Bot tha calm and intrepid yonth kept his grannd ably and ftarleisly ; and I trust that his love of truth, and con- 
tempt of office aod 11000 a year, if to be dishonestly held, will yet be honored by the approbation of the noble 
hearted and virtuous among bfa eottntrymen. On tha 99th, ha stated in the Tribune that the moment I began to 
copy tha Hoyt aonaspondeace be requested a gentleman of great respectability to mention the fact to Mr. Van Ness, 
who did so— and he refers to Mr. Van Ness's fetter of Sept. SS, where he states that he had been informed that I 
bad found soma important private eonaspoadanoe of Hoyt among the archives, and had caused Bogardus to make 
a private examination, who reported that the papers were of no apparent consequence— and to Bogaraus's published 
card, where he says that the documents were of no eonseqaence, and not worth taking away. Bogardus went to 
GolAoo, who had laqghad haartilv at Butler's mock piety, and Van Buren's cursing and gambling, but be never 
opened liis lips to me, nor did Goldson ever mention to me that there had been a search or an enquiry. Coryell'e 
last epistle closed the correspondence in these words : 

*• I am made to appear as tha partisan of Mackeoiie who, by the publication of his book, has arrrayed ajrainst 
him an inlloenee powerful in this community. My accusers have enlisted themselves as the tools and mstruments 
of those who are laboring to anrnign Mackenxie for felony, of which they know htm to be innocent, by way of pro- 
tecting themselves. I am not his partisan— 1 had no agency in the publication of his book— I have no interest fn 
sustaining him. On the contrary I am well aware that what I have said in his favor will provoke against me tha 
iU will of men whom I have aa wish lo offend, but Goldson and Bogardus have placed me in a situation where I 
em eompalled to speak tha truth or else do as they have done, bear false mtnese offainet Mackenzie, « • • • 
• * * « a Mackanxie'sbaokisanexpoeoraofmen who have held importont financial and political poeto; 
BI9n having great weight and infloMiee in aop iety aod with tb« Government. Among those assailed is the present 
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CHAPTER in. 

The Author^ 8 Apology for publishing the Bullet and Van Buren Correspondence, 
Constitutional Reforms urgently required. Governor Wright and the Anli-Rent- 
ers. L. 2). Slamm, Jesse HoyVs extraordinary Chancery Bill and Vice-Chan' 
^ cellor McColm's still more extraordinaryt decision about it. Benjamin F, But* 
ler^s professiim of Piety, Mrs, Butler^ a Politician, Van Buren^s vacillating 
Policy, What may be considered Literary Property in these times. 

With such opportunities as I had of making these disclosures; sufiering as I 
have suffered in the cause of liberty ; what an incurious creature must I have 
been, what a simpleton, not to have opened my eyes to that which was so plain, 
ly spread before my view ; what a traitor if, when I possessed it, I had oounad 
or received the reward of silence ; if I had kept silence ! No ! trusting in 
the coming emancipation of the human race from all the former restraints of 
misrule and oppression ; already seeing in the words of the ancient heathen 
poet in accordance ivith the prophecies of scripture, *<anew order of things 
beginning ;'' already seeing a long continuance of peace among the most civil, 
ized nations, and the progress of the arts rendering the former advantages for 
war worthless ; either tending to secure a continuance of peace or to end war 
in one hasty general struggle ; seeing even many of the creatures that were 
placed in subjection to man, and whose necessary attention to them in some 
measure humanized mankind, rendered unnecessary, supplanted ; seeing all 
things preparing for the greater happiness of mankind in a universal reign of 
love, should I not do what I could to wipe off the reproach of this land, as fail, 
ing in the experiment of self-government, through the n^mnants of ancient fraud 
that still remain amidst that glorious progress which we once seemed destined 
to make in the career of improvement among the nations ; the last but the best 
form of government far outstripping them all ! 

How must the heart of every sinoere patriot be sad to see the Declaration of 
Independence nullified in so many cases, if not in every state, by the state 
Constitution, in what is it not disregarded in the practical working of it ! Who 
would not grieve to see, amidst the late troubles of one of our smaller States, 
instead of the great political parties in the others suggesting aught as an effec- 
tive remedy, fomenting the quarrel and triumphing in its prepress, for thf> sake 
of political effect, without any measure for the full establishment of those equal 
rights to which the whole nation is pledged in the sight of God to one another, 
before the world ! Who would not grieve at the success with which the guilty 
of\en escape through the meshes of law in this State, and the innocent are 
overwhelmed ; to see a governor proclaim the injustice of certain usurpations, ad. 
vise their abandonment, but yet hold out the terrors of the law against their viola^ 
tors ; to see men condemned for murder that are said to have taken the life of 
one that came to oppose them and execute an unjust law ! To see such things, 
and here find so many felons go <* unwhipt of justice," assisted in their crime 
and their escape from its due punishment through that imported, foreign, feudal 
legislation, and those relics of ancient fraud which seemed to have been swept 
away in the spring-tide flood of the revolution ; yet here, carried back and settling 
down upon our shores in every ebb and flow of the change of parties and pre^ 



v^..i>vw., »..»«. ..|,ww. „»„«.» „«. changed the relitiooa betwcra Mettn. Goldtoa, Bofardu* and Maekmsw. 
Before thii, Mr. Gold»on gave Mackenxie iM^naiiiioa to eopv Um lettan, and Mr. Bogardua eooM Sad ** nothiiif 
' now none loader than tbey in deoonnelnc MaekaBaie. Denuoeiatioa n not 



Collector, wkoie ftpuointnient hai 

Before this, Mr. Gold»on gave Mack , 

of imiK>itiinee in the mailer.** but now none loader than tbey in deoonnelng '. 

enough ; thev. or one of Ibem. at least, have gone before the grand Jury for the parpoae of havinc hiai indicted for 

a feluny. Wliy it thit 1 1% it not manifeat thnt that which waa of *' «• ia^ertciice** under Mr. Van Neia, to their 



eatimation. has become a felony umter Mr. Lawrence 1 And la it not equally manifM that all ihia leal i , 
Maekcniie originalLes in a base and grnveling desire to conciliate the Collector at the expenae of trat* and Aiener/ 
a « * • :; «r « J ^0 „0( ,t^p tg enquire what are tho collector [LawreneeVa opinioBa or wiahea. I dare 
be honest and speak the truth, l«t It please or ofiend whom it nay. I hopa I «m done with Mr. Bomidoo. 

INQBAM CORYELL.'* 
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tebded TefonnB in the fratniog of oonstitations and the revising of laws ; if not 
ready to wish fbt the abi^ation of « human laws, and with a trial of a jury of 
our peerst the palladium of liberty, in a court where only the enlightened con- 
sciences of good men and their sense of honesty should be allowed to affect the 
decision in pronouncing sentence according to the evidence ; how must I have 
been excited to do at least what was put in my power, to afibrd a demonstra- 
tion of the truth of sacred writ, << that the love of money is the root of all evil/' 
and to call upon the people of this state, in prospect of holding a convention, to 
.reform and perfect its oonstitution ; and or all the states ; to establish more 
checks, and henceforth allow of no office holder but by their direct suffrage, of «o 
nomination but with your full knowledge— 4ind to permit no one elected to legis- 
late in any pecuniary matters regarding his own pay or Whatever else may con- 
duce to his own personal and exclusive advantage ; but to enjoy his salary ac- 
cording to the appointment of the people, in his election ! Such are the orinoi- 
plee in which I have had the happiness to be mtfoctnnated ; * principles that 1 
know not if they are fullv earned out in practice among any society of men 
but the Seceders of Scotland, a church strongly attached to Democracy in cleri- 
cal government, and which 1 may call my mother church, having been bom and 
baptized in it* 

Whatever motives of disappointed ambition, whatever motives of self-seeking 
and hope of future favor may be imputed to the author, he is conscious to him- 
self of the rectitude of his conduct, and, that, in due time, it will be approved 
by every sincere lover of his country's welfare, by every one that reckons 
hiiaself bound to guard the republic against injury. If it had been k^venge 
that had pvompted him, he might have had that long ago in matters that more 
nearly related himself; but, when he oonsidered himself able to serve the pub- 
lie, he overiobked personal injuries, and instead of being the opponent of the 
party, the worst part of which reckon themselves chiefly aggrieved by this pub- 
lioatioo, he became its advocate and pleaded its claims to State and National 
power as far as he was then deceived, and, as far as he reckoned its proposals 
preferaMe to those of the party that then defeated it. 

Laboring for the good of whatever land it has been bis lot under pr6vidence 
to inhabit, amklst the ill-treatment whidi be has received for the want of suc- 
cess in a cause at least equal to that for which our revolutkmary ancestoni of 
this naticm, are justly honored ; marked and proscribed with a price set upon his 
head, equal to that at which some of the most illustrious of them were valued 
by the same government ; the last amone all the survivors of that ill fated stru*. 
glej that has not obtatneo s paraon and an allowance to return to his unflbrfeited 
rights and property ; were he to be crushed now by such an attempt as Hoyt, 
Butler, Van Buren, and their supporters have made, how would tyrants rejoice 
and the lovers of rational liberty lament, reckoning the refuge of Uie oppressed, 
the dungeon of the free I 

Is it to be supposed that I should destroy my fair fame, lay aside every prin- 
ciple of honor, sacrifice a life-long reputation, and disregarding all consequences, 

* WImo Um quflttion oTa st«t« eonvantioo wMfint tpokan ot, I wiu in tha Mechaaiea' ImtttuU, here, and wrato 
iBuiy artickn in iu favour, tbo' net over mv own «f nature. Lavi D. Slamm, a truattd •ditor of the Democracy, 
ot iMrbape of their aitful and lelfivh leaderi, bat, during the laat three yean, bestowed much abuae upon roe, and d«NM 
me aU the injury he could with the people. HimMif the too of a German father and an Irish mother, he descended to 
deooanoe me at " a foreign renege" thro* hit preat. Let hit private lenUments, puUithed by hit content, stand 
aa a repiy to the tlaodeit of liit journal. 

** William L. Maeliensie, Eta.— Dear Sir : I thank yon for your attention. The article yoo allude to never came 
** to my noetensioo, elte I thouhi eectaialy have pablithed it. Be attured that tlie fean you intimate do me iniuttiee. 
" Innately a Democrat, 1 can never forego the utterance of tnith from any mutive ot pohov or expeodiency. A 
** pressure of butineit— t h e warm interest I have taken io moaicipal leform, at the oolumnt of the Plebeian will thow, 
*' the varioui tubjeott which arise every day requiring tome recoid of opinion— and the little assittance t have in 
"the conduct of my jooroal, it mv kcusb roR hot MTfStic* roeiTivBi.T iiitothb comtbmfi^tsd Con- 
'* CTiTimojiAL RBroBK 4UBaTiO|i. Youf fnead, Lbvi D. Slahm.** 

r June 96^ 1843." . - '.. 
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like " a madman scatter ftrebrands, arrows and death," not oaring thongh the * 
greatest and noblest temple of human liberty ever weoted, should be burned up, 
if I should obtain a name ? Far from it ! An admirer of the glorious principles 
of the Declaration of Independence ; hoping to find the practical effect of such 
liberty here, as a Knox bad established for the Church in my native land, and a 
Buchanan pleaded for the state ; the practical working of the true political prin. 
oiples which a Locke furnished to the immortal author of the full dmnghi of 
ike Declaration of Independence ; hearing this government praised by every 
krver of liberty ; living under oppressions myself; admiring everything good, 

• and carefully endeavoring to excuse everything evil in the working of the re- 
publican system ; engaged at last, as is well known, in a desperate, (though for 
the time,) an unsuccessful, attempt to transplant the same institutions into a neigh- 
boring region ; was I not accurately to mark its workings according to my op- 
portunities ; and when made to feel its evils so bitterly as I have experienced in 

* my own person ; was I to content myself as an idle drone in the Custom House, 
sucking the honey of the public hive ? Far from it \ I endeavored to improve 
the opportunities which were there furnished, and the leisure which the present 
arrangement of the public service allowed, for the benefit of the public ; and 
here is the result of a part of my labors. 

But, in an attempt to cloak up again the villainy and fraud which has been 
exposed, here we have a defaulter to the public, an embezzler of the revenue, 
that should have been glad to have retired from view into the shades of those 
jungles w|iich it is now becoming fashionable for public men to court, after a 
certain perk>d of ofiioe, where they may live like wild beasts that drag their 
victims fo their dens, to devour them and fatten upon them at leisure ; there he 
should have sought to spend, after << a youth of labor, an age of ease" with 
his guilty companions, instead of darkening a court of justice with his presence, 
or deafening it with his complaints. But, '' Oh I shame, where is thy blush !" 
his claim is allowed, sanctioned ; and letters by the lovers of stock*gambling and 
betting on elections— -on the best mode of intriguing for office, and bow that 
office should be used, not for the public weal, but to subserve the basest and 
moot wicked personal and party purposes— of the easiest way of robbing the 
widow and the orphan by an artificial and corrupt upholding of a rotten bankrupt 
Banking Institution — letters composed of langusge and epithets the most blasphe- 
mous, the demoralizing tendency of which cannot for an instant be doubted, even 
by the most liberal reader — these are adjudged worthy of the protecting mantle 
of an BQUITY court, as literary property, and the booksellers enjoined not to 
sell nor permit the public to read the Lives of Jesse Hoyt and Benjamin Butler.* 

* Laaviof for a Um«, Mr. V. Burva't ready tool, Iflt at cut a look at the prineinali, the chief eonspiraton anoM 
their accomplioM in guilt. See one filling for a tfme a high legal station, in which he mutt tramhle at tfie blast or 
paMie imIignatiOD, when the eoafioed wind of the Costom Hoom, that Bolus Maanlhetorr of pvblic opinioa. 1ms 
been let oul at the proper quarter, no longer belched forth from the throats of its greasj demagogues ! See ham 
with a carriage beyond most of the traders in politics, early making a proftasion of raltrioa : not waiting till retire- 
ment from oSoe to be trammelled by the restraints of seel, hot all ue tine using his iwgioas protesieo as a cloak, 
pretending " to be denied to the world, but following the mammon of unrighteousness with a step as steady as time 
and an appetite as keen as death." 

If there are certain pictures so ludicrous, according to the description of the poet, to tee which, when admitted, 
must furnish a subject for onrestrainable laughter ; how could it be thought that I could restrain my indignation 
when the oppertuntty was afforded me of nerusing the evidence which saen a man famished against hfmself ! Then 
see his nearest relation in life, his other self, a woman, of whoee sex it has been said, that *' retirement b the greatest 
glory, and, that «»ne fkmous, is inflimons ;** how has she courted notoriety to herself among the aeeompUees ef her 
moK, by her share in this Familjr compact of corrupt politicians ! Who eonhl withhold from her the gretifleation 
of enjoying that loving association which she haa eourtod, of lamlriiing another proof of tiie old adage ** No plot 
without a woman ;" of attracting the admiring multitude to the charms of the heroine of the piece, a tragedy to the 
public, hitherto a comedy to them 1 

It has been said that the name of the Deril himself ought to be mentioaed with rererenee. at we am nut to 

rik evil of dif^ities. Such a nrineiple must he supposed to toad to some restmint in speaking of one that once, 
ugh unworthily, filled the highest station of honor m this land. But suralt this shonld not hinder his being al- 
lowed to speak for himself. In the word of God we hare munt racords of the sayings of the devil as well as <JC 
wicked men. The author of this book owes thaUehameter notung i I mean not the devil bat the other. Or if hd 
owee him anything, he is glad of the opportunity of discharging the oUigatloor nf paytaf in Ihti a lecdad Instalment. 
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Could that be property to soy one whieh had not only been abandoned but 
oould be of no use to him when recovered ? In my book, the letters that 
are claimed have their fitting place ; separated from the context, they must be 
regarded as the sweepings, dross and rubbish of literature, utterly worthless. 
Literary property no more oould they be than the certificate which some skil. 
ful physician gives to a pauper cured of the diseases produced by vice, to be 
exhibited along with his scars to excite the sympaithy of every one that passes 
by. In such frequent cases of moral disease in the body politic, when the just 
retribution shall overtake the workers of evil, pity may perhaps relent and 
hearken to the cry of misery, and regard the sight of wounds worse than those j 
of Lazarus, which even a dog would disdain to lick, and give a cent to the | 
modem representatives of &llen greatness, as one of old begged, saying, while 
exhibiting his torn purple, ^* Daobokm^ pauperi BeUsario,** * 

These letters could only be useful fbr such a purpose, or to be pubTished by 
their author as a confession in anticipation of the horrors of a dying hour, or 
the j«6t judgment of God : not without a precedent in the annals of Infidels and 
Christians^ of Rousseau and Augnitine. But they are sought for no such pur. 
poses, with no such intentions. A generous penitent would rejoice in antici- 
pating his labor, in another's doing for him that which he had been too careless 
in doing for himself; that which his conscience must have urged, though the 
modesty of his nature might have shrunk from the performance. 

Then how vain the pretence of claiming this property fbr others ! Is there 
any one, the most degraded of the multitude that figure in thi^ book, that would 
claim his labors here as literary property, or allow*them to be used as such> if 
U could he presented ? Not ons. What earnest solicitation do we find in cer- 
tain oases that the letters may be burned, and what assurances that the same 
favor has been granted to the productions of him from whom this is asked ! If 
this were literary property it must have changed its nature in a wonderful 
manner, appearing to amazing advantage in the editor's publication contrasted 
with the author's manuscript. What a grace and brilliancy the setting must 
have lent these paste diamonds and glass jewels of literature ! 

Low as others are in the scale of sensibility, besides Hoyt the claimant, it can- 
not be supposed that they are altogether destitute of feeling on this subject. It 
is related by natural historians that a ceriain animal, a sort of prototype of those 
beings that wallow in the mire of political corruption, has been known to become 
so insensible in its fatness, that the mice have been allowed to burrow and nestle 
in its back. But here, though '< learning," in the language of Burke, " may 
have been cast into the street and trodden under the hoofs of a swinish multi- 
iude," in all the ignorance and disregard of the propriety of speech, as well 
as of decency of manners, we must interpret the clamour with which we are 
assailed and deafened, as a claim of literary property urged here, as the grunt- 
ing of the herd, in the feeling and anticipation of their well filled troughs 
being emptied, and themselves sent as commoners at large, through the streets, 
instc^ of preserving their present accommodation, in the well built pens of the 
public's providing. 

ft ii now well Man that it wai th« miNrtbb, TtoUlating poUey of that wivtehad itataimaii, tha waathareock of 
popalar opinion, that lad to many of tha diiaftara that ovarwhalmad tha good eaoaa in whieh I was annged. How 
did ha allow countananca to be giren it at long as it nanad proaparona, and how did ha command tlia rigoun of 
the law to ba itroinad againit tha unfbrtunata, whan it baeama advaisa ; bold as a lion against tha humble loTers of 
liberty, gentle as a dovato tha proud supportan of oppraasion. Contnot his eondaet towards Texas and Canada, 

Britara and Mexico ! With '* " — ' ' ' .... - . 

lice ! as a sacrifice to satisfy 

a longer confinement should injure his interests m an iodignaat 



Vith respect to royseli; my impiisonmaBt was proeored, at what expanse of oaths and Jus- 
Ltisfy the clamours of ««•«•*•• than reluctantly my release was granted lest 
lould injure his interests m an iodignaat eommonity ; bQt« not without requiring 100X00 
petitjonan to ask the favor of relaxing the hold of cmalty, tofinnish a prataoea fbr doing what was right, to aflford 
an excuse a|^init a party that he feared might rapraaeh aim with marey ! Great politician ! let prosperity award 
tbM a niche in the temple of fame by tha sida of hia of whoia a to neoidad,tlMt *• ba eoold not take a pinch of 



sBvff without a stratagem 
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Amidflt all the obstniotioos th«t faaT« been pot in my wmj, myself unheard 
in many parts, and nothing but calumnies preceding as an adyertisement of my 
book, I know that I shaU yet be regarded ; that in some way I shall gain a 
public audience, and secure the approbatkm of the people in my honest eflbrt 
<< to do the state some service." Not despairing^ but assured of ultimate sue- 
oess to my righteous cause, with the most earnest wishes and niost ardent hopes 
for it here, trusting to such a decision as most recommends itself to your own 
consciences in the prospect of death and at the bar of God, that shall be re* 
echoed in the grateful approbation of the people ; in the oonsoioasness of no 
ill desert, and the justice of my cause, notwithstanding a former decision, of the 
character of which, and its author, Vice Chancellor McCoun, the poblio have 
already formed their opinion ; and shall soon pronounce their sentence ; I ap* 
peal to you, and to the whole people ; to you as the representatives of their justice 
and equity, like the ancient Roman, who, when he had put down plot¥ and pun- 
ished treason, was refused by a tribune to be allowed to make a reoapitalation 
of his services, but in taking his oath of office customary on resignation, ewore 
that, he had saved the republic, and all the people assented with a shout.* 



CHAPTER IV. 
Van Burettes hirih, parerUagej and family connexions. His education and early 

jmrsuiis . He studies Jaw^-^ens a law office — marries. W, P. Van Ness. 

Aaron Burr. Death of Mrs. Van Buren. John, Abraham, Smith T., and 

Martin Van Buren, Jr. 

Abkaham Van Bitren was the owner of a small farm in Kinderhook, Columbia 
t)ounty, New York ; and kept a tavern, or public house, first, in a little log 



'^BnppoM a e!«rk finds amonff hti employttr** papen a well di^itad plan, by personi high io bis maatir*s c 

daoet, to defraud him— with other nlaot, ihownif that he has been already defrauded by those persons ; and sop- 
poee this Clerk to remain silent, and allow the guiUr individuals to fo on and do much oore roiscMef, wboo, had 
M warned his employer, they woold hare been checked in time — would not his conduct be faithieu, and reprabea- 
lible ? Would be not be as bad as the knaves whoae villany be had thus eloaked Y 

Such was my case. T did not seek the confidence of Hoyt, Butler, Van Buren, ae. I reeeived none of it. I 
betrayed no secrets, for [ was entrusted with none. But while in a public ofllce belonclns to the United States, I 
found the evidence of knavery, duplicity, fraud, and dbhonesiy, bv wbieh my employers had deeply sufifered, and 
were likely to suffer much more ; nod that fraud and knavery I hastened publicly to expoM, and lay before the 
blrhest authority in the land, as I was in honor bound to do. 1 also laid it before the people in the form of a poblio 
book, to which I attached my name as the compiler— ekulkini; from no respoosibiUty, but courting enqoiry. I took 
DO profit or advantaire by the publication, because, though an exile for the love I bear to freedom, and poor, I 
toorned the reward of an informer tor htie. 

I borrowed one hundred dollars, after leaving the Custom House, for wbieh I irove my note. This svm eoabM 
BM to complete the book. Twentyfive dollars paid the whole expenses of my journey lo Boston, where ( boarded 
at 4 Boudoin street, until Mr. A. J. Wright, a highly respectable pnnter there, bad set ap the maoiweript. I think 
1 had two copies of his edition, and have had some 6 or 8 of the other printed here^and this is aJl the coonesion, 
profit, loss, or iotederenee in any way which I had or have with the Lives of Hoyt and Butler, either direct, or in- 
directly. Of the sales, costs, profits or losses, I know no more than the publie— and as to the assertion that I had 
th« work published with a fictitious publisher's name, it is equally fiilse with other tlnnders. I was introduced to Mr. 
Oook to Boston by the printer to the city^I saw him at Mr. Wright's before I left-Hind I borrowed 97 from him 
to pay my expenses to N. Y. which I repaid here. While in the Custom Floose, no man was more careful not to 
divulge augbt relative to merebaou* entries or invoices, or the official papers of the department. Who can say to 
the contrary 1 

1 found the proofi of Bntler Si Co.*s knavery in tkrpeopWs possessio»~-m a public building of theirs, which had 
eoct them a million of dollars. Had I concealed these proofs, future misconduct would have been justly laid at ny 
door. Do not those who blame me for publishing the truth in this case, seek to scraen public and private knavery 
in all time coming, by threatening faithfUl servanU if they do not sa\*e rogun harmlen ? 

I had not agreed to be the depository of dishonest secrets, when I accepted a clerkship In a public ofiBee. I had 
never stept out of my own department to seek secrets of any kind. To have concealed the letters woold have beoa 
to agree that the fountain of publie justice should remain impure. I had made no such eontracL The letters w«re 
open. They were mixed up with the public documenu^/ eouU not kelp reading them. They had bo busineia 
there, nor hnd Mr. Butler any busineis to moke the young Patroon tipsy, keep his good money and send him back 
with that which vras bad. 

Were the men who exooied the trailoroni correepmidwee found in Major Andia's boots, hiameable 1 " It is dm\d* 
fill to read such witheriq^ ezposureaof politteal profligacy, soeh shocking exhibitions of venality, chicanery, by* 
pocfisy and fraud,' says the GomroAmial Advertise. I had charged Hoyt, Van Buren, Butler, and their alliea, 
years before, with very bad oonduct, through the piesf . When I find some of the proofs in a public office, and 
given hi charge of no one, I am blaoaed for cirealaung diam ! '* There are those made manifest in these pages, who 
night gladly mvoke the mounuios to fall on and cover them.** Bo says the Conner fr Enquirer; and if I have 
done wrong in uncloaking the sinnera, let H ware others having like villany to conceal not to employ me. Beeaiue 
bad mM conspire in laerata^iMMha Rejmhlie, am 1 to be oompelled, In violation of my oath of fidelity, to «o»- 
eeel their raiscondnct, or be msulted for giving the country warning 1 
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bailding where his eldest son, the seventh president of the United StAtes, Was 

born, and afterwards in a frame dwelling which he ereoted on or near the spot 

which his shanty had orisinally occupied in the centre of the town. Mr. Van 

Buren was quiet, peaceful and good natured> but very illiterate-— governor 

George Clinton appointed him a captain of militia shortly after the peace of 1783, 

but he soon resigned his cSommission, having very little taste for warlike display, 

and no knowledge of military tactics. His politics were of the right sort for 

a tavern-keeper in a neighborhood inhabited by democrats and federalists— they 

were of the neutral sort. He married when rather advanced in years, Mary 

Goes, otherwise Hoes, a widow lady with three children, (whose first husband's 

name was Van Alen,) a polite, «ell«bred, managing woman, very fond of poli. 

tics ; and as active and ambitious as her partner in life's cares was still, con- 

tented, dull and harmless. They were very poor, but Mr. B. F. Butler, whose 

father kept a store and tavern in the same township, mentions that Mrs. Van 

Buren was *' distinguished for her amiable disposition, her exemplary piety, and 

more than ordinary sagacity." She lived to see one of her sons a member of 

Cbngress, and another of them a state senator and attorney general of New 

York. 

Abraham Van Buren, his wife, and her former husband, Mr. Van Alen, were 
ali of Dutch descent— Butler says that her maiden name, Goes, *< will be reoog- 
nized as a name of distinction by those who are familiar with the history of the 
Netherlands, "^which I am not. 

Martin, the eldest son of Abraham Van Buren and his wife, Mary Goes, or 
Hoes, was born in the village of Kinderhook, on the 5th of December, 1782-— 
his younger brothers are Lawrence, a farmer, also of Kinderhook, and Abra^i 
ham now, I believe poetmaster there, but formerly a lawyer at Hudson. There 
were also two sisters, one of whom married Mr. Barent Hoes. 

The early life of Martin Van Buren was passed in his father's tavern. He 
received his education at the village school ; and even that was cut short before 
he had completed his fourteenth year. In 1790, he was sent to the office of Mr. 
Francis Sylvester, a lawyer of his native village, to acquire the art or practice 
of an attorney, and as he had not had the advantages of a collegiate education, 
the statute required him to study the technical, diffuse, and tedious forms of 
English legal practice for seven long years, previous to an examination as to his 
qualifications to be admitted to act as an attorney in the law courts, and several 
years more before attaining the rank of a counsellor at law. 

After remaining several years with Sylvester, Van Buren was taken into the 
law office of William P. Van Ness, at New York. Mr. Van Ness was from 
Columbia county, the steady friend and associate of Aaron Burr, and an astute 
caustic, well-informed politician. He wrote a powerful pamphlet against De 
Witt Clinton and Ambrose Spencer, under the signature of " Aristides ; " and 
Van Buren has been of^en accused of betraying to Judge Spencer or Mr. Clinton 
the author's name. This charge is doubtless unjust, though M. M. Noah reiter- 
ated it publicly al\er the judge had unequivocally pronounced it false. 

Through Mr. Van Ness, and, probably at his father's tavern, when he was 
on visits at General Van Ness's, Van Buren became acquainted with Vice-Presi- 
dent Burr, who (says Holland or rather Butler,) was led " to treat him with 
marked attention, and to make every reasonable effort to secure his favorable 
regard." In November, 1803, at the age of nearly twenty-one, Van Buren 
was admitted as an attorney of the Supreme Court, New York, and began busi- 
ness at Kinderhook under the firm of Van Buren dc Miller ; his law partner 
being a son of Stephen Miller, and both of them what was called * republl- 
cans.' 
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Van BuTen, soon after this, paid his addresses lo Miss Hannah Hoes — ^kliss 
Hannah's brother, Barent, was courting one of Van Buren's sisters at the same 
time. Both marriages took place. Mrs. Van Buren is described as having 
been a kind, amiable, sweet-tempered woman, and the connexion was a happy 
one while it lasted. Van Buren proved himself an affectionate husband-— was 
strongly attached to his wife— sincerely lamented hex* death, which took plaoe 
in 1616, of consumption ; and has remained a widower for the last twenty.eight 
years. 

Of their family of four sons, the nK>st remarkable is John Van Buren, now 
Attorney Greneral of N. Y. State, who married a daughter of Judge James 
Vanderpoel of Kinderhook, and is now a widower. James M. French, of the 
Albany Atlas, married her sister. Wright and Van Buren's friends tried to elect 
his partner, Cassidy, State Printer, and thus keep that lucrative branch of the 
revenue in the family or among its dependants. The eldest son, Abraham Van 
Buren, married a daughter of Colonel Singleton, a wealthy planter of South 
Carolina, and is a brother-in-law of Senator McDufiie. Andrew Stevenson 
of Va. is the lady's uncle. The third son, Smith Thompson Van Buren, mar- 
ried a daughter of the late William James, a rich citizen of Albany. Her 
sister is the wife of Robert B. Temple, a son of Judge Temple of Vermont, 
whom Gov'r. Wright has appointed to the office of Adjutant General of the 
Militia. The fourth son is Martin Van Buren, so named after his father. 



CHAPTER V. 



Van BurenCs early hahiis. The importance to Society of a judicious Education. 
James L Van Alen. State of Parties in JY. F. Clinton and Spencer. The 
Embargo of 1807-8. The Surrogates of Columbia county. Van Buren's course 
as a partisan. Aristides. 

Martin Van Buren the elder, was a shrewd, cunning, clever boy — ^very 
fond of betting, gambling and card playing — a first rate pleader for a 
small fee, in cases tried before a justice of Ihe peace — very persevering in 
such branches of study as he found to be particularly useful — ^good at trading 
horses and making bargains — and endeavored to give some consideration to 
that branch of the science of morals called politics at a very early age, at the 
tavern. Dr. Holland mentions, that during Van Buren's boyhood, Kinderhook 
was a litigious, quarrelsome place, where " party politics raged violently, and 
frequently disturbed the peaceful relations of neighbors whose real interests 
were not in conflict with each other," and " the theatre of incessant litigation 
and judicial combat, especially in the local courts." A gentleman who remem- 
bers him from his infancy, tells me that his common conversation in early life 
far more resembled the style of his son John's epistles to Jesse Hoyt, than those 
of his student Benjamin Butler, dated from Sandy Hill. 

How important is useful knowledge, not only to the person taught, but to the 
community, to his country, and the world ! With young Van Buren's talents, 
energetic character, and ambition to raise himself to riches and distinction, 
what advantages might not his country have derived from his exertions, had his 
education been judicious and liberal — had he recevied that instruction whioK 
forms the mind, elevates the soul, directs the judgment, gives a zest to the finest 
feelings of humanity, enables native talent and genius to enlist under the ba.xx* 
ners of virtue, and sends forth into society men of patriotism and love of truths 
whose souls are filled with generous anticipations of improving the condition 
and increasing the social comforts of mankind ! Jeflerson, Clinton and Laf&y ^ 
ette, tho' reared in afBuence^ stru^led through life to increase the public stoclr 



VAN BURBN VTJULDS LAW AND BECOMES A POLITICIAN. 2l 

of usefiil knowledge, and knock off the fetters which hind the millions ; and 
they died poor — wealth and high station have been Mr. Van Buren's great aim 
— ^he has been President of the Republic, his children are married into rich 
families, and, he himself is the owner of large possessions, and covered with 
honors and distinction. He enjoys the comfort of a temporary retirement from 
public life in one of his country seats, once the family mansion of General Van 
Ness, a lovely spot within view of his birth place, and near to the banks of the 
Hudson and the base of the lofty Catskill. Education, such as he received at 
the village school, in the tavern of his father, among the petty quarrels and 
cases of crime tried before the ^country squires, among noisy and brawling poli- 
ticians, gamblers, and horse jockies of Kinderhook and its environs, and in the 
office of a well meaning country attorney, tied down to the apocryphal practice 
of English law, laid the foundation of his fortunes ; and we shall enquire, in 
succeding chapters how far his elevation to power has been a benefit or an in- 
jury to his country. 

Van Buren had been licensed to practise as an attorney in the state courts in 
Nov. 1803 — next year he was admitted to practise as attorney and counsellor 
in the supreme court. Sometime in 1805 or 1806 he entered into a law part- 
nership with his half-brother James I. Van Alen, who was much older than him- 
self, had been educated for the law, was in good practice, and in May 1806, 
elected a member of the tenth congress, which met in December, 1807. Mr. 
Butler, and Dr. Holland describe Van Alen as a high toned federalist / while 
the Hudson Bee, and the Republican Watch Tower (May 9, 1806) name him 
as a repuhUcan^ opposing the ex-chancellor, R. R. Livingston, and what they 
call the federal influence. *' In spite of the almost all-pervading and all-potent 
influence of the Merchants* Bank and the intrigues of Governor Lewis's party 
(says the Bee,^ the republicans of this county have presented a sound and un- 
varying body.^' Who could understand from this that Van Alen had been the 
federal candidate ? 

In 1800, the great federal party in the state of N. Y. were overthrown by 
the united efforts of the Clintons, Livingstons and Aaron Burr ; Burr was after- 
wards temporarily prostrated by the Clintons and Livingstons, and more effectu- 
ally by his duel with Colonel Hamilton — shortly after this the Clintons quarreled 
with the Livingstons and. overcame them. Van Buren took sides with the Clintons 
and W. H. Crawford of Greorgia, against Jefferson's embargo act. Soon after 
its passage by congress, De Witt Clinton presided at a public meeting in the 
City of New York, hy which it was condemned ; and Cheetham, in The Ame- 
rican Citizen^ the Clintonian paper, steadily denounced it. The Clinton and 
Spencer party influence made Daniel D. Tompkins, who was a member of 
congress for that city, GtTvernor of the state ; and having a majority in the 
Assembly of the state, elected in Feb. 1808, Benjamin Coe, r. C. Adams, John 
Veeder, and Nathan Smith, as a council of appointment, to remove political 
opponents from office and choose friends to fill vacancies. This council forth- 
with appointed De Witt Clinton to the mayoralty of New York, Sylvanus 
Miller to be surrogate there, and Joseph C. Yates a judge of the Supreme 
Court. Van Buren's reward was the office of surrogate of Columbia County. 

In the course of the year, (1808,) Clinton and Crawford, changed their minds 
in favor of the embargo, having given the question a more careful consideration. 

In 1810, a federal council came into power at Albany, but, tho' (as Ham- 
mond tells us) sheriffs and surrogates " were generally made to feel its power," 
Van Buren held on quietly. James I. Van Alen, his half-brother, was the sur- 
rogate before him — making laws at Washington, and performing judicial 
duties, tho' thedeputy of a deputy, on the banks of the Hudson— -Van Buren got 
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his place, March 20, 1808 — and in 1813, when he waa safely seated Ux the 
Senate, the federalists restored the surrogate's office to Van Alen. In the 
struggles of faction, brothers of the same family, and law-partners of the same 
firm, often took opposite sides, and, like V. B. and V. A. played into each 
other's hands. It was said not long since of the brothers Wetmore of New 
York, that, like two buckets in a well, when one was down the other was up ; 
one of them at least was sure to be in the majority of the hour and in office. 
There are many such cases. By reference to page 190, note first, it will be 
seen that, tho' Van Alen, the federalist, did not hold on continually, his brother, 
Martin, the democrat, hastened to put him back into the surrogate's in 18*21, 
throwing in the office of assistant county judge, with its emoluments, for his 
further accommodation ; both of which places, I believe, he held on to, besides 
his legal practice, till the day of his death. 

M. M. Noah and others have insinuated that Van Bureu went over to gover- 
nor Lewis and the Livingstons iu 1804, when twenty-one years old, in conse- 
quence of a quarrel with W. P. Van Ness, arising out of the secret disclosure 
of that gentleman's authorship of ^Vristides' — ^but as Judge Spencer has stated 
that this charge of a betrayal of confidence has no foundation, we are bound 
wholly to discredit it. In 1807, as Butler and Holland inform us, Van Buren 
was no longer found under the Livingston standard — he supported Daniel D. 
Tompkins, who was Governor Lewis^ opponent — and again in 1810. From 
1808 to 1812 he was a thorough-going Clintonian, and delivered a strong and 
energetic address in favor of Clinton as President, in opposition to Madison, in 
November, 1812, in the legislative caucus at Albany. Solomon Southwick 
and Martin Van Buren were sworn friends in politics from 1804 to 1813. They 
went for Lewis in 1804 — for Tompkins, .against Lewis in 1807 — for Tompkins 
in 1810 — and for entangling Do Witt Clinton in their toils — to put down Madison 
in 1812. In Southwick's remarkable letter to me [page 263 J on Van Buren, 
he gives a death bed version as it were of Van Buren's true character, as be 
had ascertained it from a personal intimacy of many years. The reader may 
judge from the facts given in this volume whether his strictures are warranted. 



CHAPTER VI. 
Van Sureties experience on N. Y. hanking. He hbhiesfor a charter to the Bank 

of Hudson. Van Buren^ hie brother-in-laWf Cantine^ and W, P. Van Neee 

hecome directors of tJuU hank. It explodes — a total wreck. Van Nees vpon 
' Society. Madison gives him a TJ. S. judgeship. His manner of guarding the 

court monies, Theron Rudd. Van Buren's unconquerable dislike to hank 

sharee. 

Van Buren is, and always has been, a studious, enquiring, observing man. 
In his early days the principles of banking and paper currency were discussed in 
Congress, in the State Legislatures, by the press, and in private circles, with 
the utmost earnestness ; and that class of instructive facts which were exhibited 
in the state banks' suspension of 1837, were in active operation before his eyes, 
during the stoppage of cash payments in 1814 and 1815: he was as well 
aware, in 1829, when he recommended a chain of safety (! ! H fund banks, 
and in 1834, when he placed them in a state of dependance on tne federal ex* 
ecutive, that the result would be a general bankruptcy, as, when, in 1839, he 
echoed the impotent threats of the Hermitage against the deceptions of their 

S residents, directors and officers. With Van Buren there had been no duplicity ; 
e understood and anticipated every move they made. This fact will become 
apparent to the impartial and attentive reader. 
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In 1808., Van Baren went to Albany to use his influence with the lobby for 
the chartering of the Bank of Hudson ; the application was successful, and in 
due time he became a director and prosecuting attorney for the institution. 
Moses I. Cantine, his brother-in-law, a state senator of his politics, ^nd afler- 
wards state printer, was one of the directors on the part of the people of N. Y., 
who had a share of the management, held stock, deposited part of the public 
monies, in this bank, and elected two directors, through the State Legislature. 
William P. Van Ness, the friend of Burr, the brother of Cornelius P. Van Ness, 
late collector of customs, New York, and of General John P. Van Ness, Presi- 
dent of the Bank of the Metropolis, Washington, and who had been a legal in- 
structor of Van Buren, was one of his associates at the board of direction. 
When Van Buren lefl Hudson for Albany he gave up his seat at the discount 
board ; but as Attorney General it remained under his supervision^ through its 
charter, and as being a state institution, and for years paying no specie. In 
1623, it exploded, but Van Buren had sold out his stock ; having been behind 
the screen, he was well aware how matters were going. The House of As- 
sembly appointed a committee to enquire into the affairs of the Hudson Bank, 
which reported on the third of February, that year, [see Assembly's Journal,! 
that on looking into its management, going back " many years," the facts which 
had come under their observation "disclose a scene of wild speculation, ruin- 
0U8 and improvident management on the part of many of its officers," by. 
which the stock- holders lost their stock, the bill-holders their bills, which went 
down from being worth five to six cents per dollar, to nothing ; and Van Buren 
and the public gained some experience — he in safety-funa banking, and his 
constituents in its results. 

A few months after Van Buren removed to Hudson, his friend. Judge (W. P.) 
Van Ness, then of Columbia county, delivered an able charge to the grand-in. 
quest of that county, there, wherein he took occasion to describe the condition 
of society as follows : 

" Although we have not quite atuined the akill and hardihood in the perpetration of crimefl 
which distinguishes the nations of the old world, we may claim all the merit of moet hopeful 
pupils, and successful imitators. All the evil propensities of foreign growth have here found a 
most congenial soil. That species of profligacy, which has hitherto been believed to bo the ofil 
spring of deep national, and individaal degenerscy, seems to flourish hen, with a poisonous 
luxnriaiice that overshadows and blasts every virtnous principle. A little attention to this sub- 
ject, will evince to you that in these days of speculation and refinement, mankind is improving 
in every thing but virtue. That his ingenuity is exerted with ^reat success, in the skilml com- 
mission of crimes, and in the practice of devices infinitely vanons, for the purpose of eluding 
detection, and escaping the penalties of the law. In a simple state of mannen, the artifices of 
deagning men, were less complex. Vice marched directly to its object. The conception and 
consamniation of a crime rapidly succeeded each other. But now the multiplied acts of men often 
exhibit specimens of the most skilful and accomplished villainy, which, by evasive dexterity, 
almost baffles the usual methods of scrutiny and detection. The wealth that h&s poured in upon 
us, since our national birth, and the reputation we have established, has exalted our pride, and 
intoxicated our vanity, with the hopes oif nnintemipted prosperity. But it shonld be remembered, 
that these advantages in a national as well as private view, are frail and evanescent, aud that the 
most prosperous periods are not unfrequently selected by the wisdom of God to chastise the as- 
piring spirit of a people.*' 

Wni. P« Van Ness was soon afler appointed by Mr. Madison, to the office of 
District Judge at New York ; and in 1812, he removed Charles Clinton the 
clerk, and appointed Theron Rudd in his stead. Mr. Talmadge, the circuit 
judge, turned off Rudd and appointed John C. Spencer's uncle, Philip, Clinton 
not desiring a reappointment. In August,l813, Mr. Van Ness put out Spencer 
and gave Rudd the clerk's place again. It wasRudd's duty to keep the money 
in charge of the court, in a bank designated to him, and a rule of court forbade 
him to pay out or remove any of it without the judge's order, stating to whom 
the cash was to be paid, and why. Judge Van Ness repealed the rule. Ado* 
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ther rule of court which subjected Rudd's acoount of cash on hand, to two half 

yearly inspections by the judge and district attorney, the judge amended 
by leaving out the district attorney's name, but never %fter enquired into Rudd's 
financial operations. The law required Van Ness to take bonds and security 
for the faithful performance of his duties, but he omitted it when be reappointed 
him. In Feb. 1817, Rudd had about $150,000 in his hands belonging to sui- 
tors in Van Ness's court, and suspicion having arisen a committee of congress 
examined the judge, who went to Washington and told a committee of the Sen- 
ate that the cash in charge of his oourt was perfectly safe in 'Uhe Middle Dis- 
trict Bank," north of the highlands, and that his clerk, Rudd, was " every way 
responsible under his bond." The clerk had given no bond — ^the judge had 
made no enquiry about the money for several years. Judge Van Ness tried 
in vain to prevent congress from passing a law requiring < oourt monies' to be 
paid into bank, and all payments by them to be by the judge's order. In June, 
1617/ an order for the attachment of Rudd was issued — he was put in prison — 
let out again — and finally a committee of congress, April 10, 1818, announced 
that $117,397 of the public money " were unaccounted for by Therou Rudd, 
and that they have been most grossly and nefariously purfoined." No law 
was then passed to punish further peculation ; and, when, in July, 1840, a 
penal enactment found its way into the sub-treasury bill, Judge Betts, the suc- 
cessor of Van Ness, discovered that it would not apply to Jesse Hoyt's case. 
Rudd was a great admirer of Van Buren — upheld his administration powerful- 
ly, as editor of the New Bra — went for the sub-treasury — and, like Price, 
Swartwout, Gouvemeur and Hoyt, probably|expended a fair share of the ' court 
monies' in manufacturing public opinion, to serve party leaders, at Tammany 
Hall, Texas, or elsewhere. 

Judge Van Ness's practice, thro' his clerk, Rudd, afforded an apt illustration 
of his theory of society, above quoted. Altho' the committee of congress blamed 
his remissness, they had no reason to believe that he received a dollar of the 
missing treasure. He died in 1824, an3rthing but wealthy — and the beautiful 
lands and mansion of his family were purchased, and are now occupied by his 
ancient pupil, Van Buren. 

Van Buren's ofiicial biographer, Holland, tells us, page 303, " that he has 
wholly abstained from becoming the owner of any bank stook, or taking any 
interest in any company incorporated by the legislature of New York, since the 
period of his entrance into the Senate of that state in 1812 ;" all which is as 
true, hU not more so, than O^Sullivan's assertion in his life of B. F. Butler, 
Van Buren's law-partner, that he left the Washington and Warren Bank, in 
good condition, paying every body specie. Van Buren was not only interested 
in banks, but was one of the most active managers of the very worst of them, 
in 1814, that at Hudson. * 



* U180e» ttekfklotnnorNtw York pMMdanMttolMd etitain cImmi oftlMeiUtMM ania of nosey for tboir 
relief. Mr. Van Buren's friend, efent, aad admirer, Mordecal M. Noah, fiTet the fellowinf brief history of it io 
<A«JV*. r. JSvening SUur of Augait 1, 1834 : 

** The charters of the Bank of New York, the Bank of Albany, the Fanners' Bank of Troy and the Bank of Cbl- 
ombia, were aboat expiring, and they had all applied for the extension of their ehartera. The comnsereial oondttMO 
of the country and its currency, was at U«t time under great embanassmcnt, resulting from the then embargo, and 
other restrictions imposed by this General Government on all the meroantile butinees of the nation, Ite. The memben 
from the eouoties (other than those where the banks mentioned were located) eomplaioed that these franchisee and 
grants were partial in their opemtion, and that their constituents were also laboring under great difllenjties, which 
could not, and would not be lessened or relioTed by the renewal of the bank ehaiters. To obviate this alleged naitiality 
the loan of 1008 was adopted. The bill regulating this loan was dnwn by the tke» Attorney Geanal, and a mena 
ber of Auembly from this city. There is another fkct which occurred at that time, the incorporation of the Bank 
of Bndson. Martin Van Buren was in Albanv during the sesalon of 1806, a leMy wumhtr for the ehaiterii^ of tkmi 
bank. He was a warm advocate for the rKkariaing of the others, and co opeiating with those who suppoitod 
them. Re was a busy lob^ mambet fbr the renewal of the bank ehaiten, and ior the Hudson Bank, in which act 
of ineorpoiation (wo thisk) he wai named ae a dinctor. He wu a diioetor of that inttittttioB for a aimbtr «. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Van Buren sets vp as an enemy to Chartered Banks! The Bank of Ameriea^ 
or Six MUUon Bank. Tompkins opposes it^ and describes the dangers of tft« 
iV. Y. banking system. SouUwfirk and the friends of the bank support Van 
Buren m 1812 for the Senate. General Rootj James W. Wilkinf AnUfrose 
and J. C. Spencer^ and Samuel Campbell sustain Tompkins. The Common 
Schools cheated out of the Bank Bonus. Judge W. W. Van Ness's brOfe. The 
Merchants' Bank Charter, 1805. 

When Van Buren was a candidate for the Vice Presidency, a sketch of his 
life appeared in the Albany Argus, and afterwards in pamphlet form, by B. 
F. Butler. When in 1835, he was put forward for the office of President, But- 
ler's pamphlet was enlarged into a duodecimo ; Dr. Holland was the repu< 
ted author, but Butler compiled the more important parts. Blair's Globe, the 
Argus, and other prints under Van Buren's control, warranted the narrative to 
be authentic, and I therefore quote it as Van Buren's own version of his history 
and principles. In page 301, it tells us, that <' Of all inventions which have 
been put in operation, in this country, to promote the inordinate accumulation 
of wealth, the most exceptionable are incorporated companies ; and the worst 
of all incorporated companies are banks.'* In page 40, it assures us, that, in 
the days of Washington, << the leading doctrines of the democratic party were 

* ♦ ♦ ♦ JJ0 privileges to particular sections of the country or to parti- 
oular classes of the community — no monopolies, trading companies, or gover- 
mental banks" — while *< the doctrines of the anti-republican party were similar 
to those of the present day. They were for a splendid, consolidated govern- 
ment, SUPPORTED BY A NATIONAL BaNK, AND REVOLVING ABOUT AN INTRIGUING 

AND CORRUPTING TREASURY." In page 803, it denounces " incorporated banks," 
and a paper currency ; remarking, that " il may be reasonably doubted whether 
the whole [banking] system, from beginning to end, is not an infraction of the 
constitution. It is, at least, an evasion of its plain provisions, pernicious in its 
influence upon industry and morals, and meriting the firm resistance of all true 
lovers of equal rights." 

When, in 1811, George Clinton's casting vote in the United States Senate, 
closed the career of the first national bank, its friends pursued very nearly the 
same course which the directors of the second national bank followed, when 
Jackson's veto prevented a renewal of its charter. They endeavored to incor- 
porate it as a state institution ; and as Pennsylvania was opposed to them, and 
her legislature refused them a state charter, by a vote of 69 to 22, they came 
to Albany, and thro' persuasion, influence, interest, and I regret to add, bribery, 
obtained majorities in both branches of the legislature, ror chartering <<the 
Bank of America," with a capital of six millions of dollars. Holland, page 
304, tells us that <<In the spring of 1612, Governor Tompkins pron^ued the 
legislature, to prevent the passage of the charter for the bank ; and Mr. Van 
Buren yielded this energetic, but necessary, exercise of power, his firmest sup- 
port." This may be true, for Van Buren's opponent, E. P. Livingston, was a 
thorough Bank man — ^yet I perceive that Solomon Southwick, State Printer, 
President of the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, Albany, who was the most ultra 
advocate of" the Bank of America" in the Union, and employed by its projectors 
to travel over the state in 1611, and enlist recruits and manufacture public opin- 
ion for its use, and who had become deadly hostile to Tompkins, earnestly ui^- 
ed the people to choose Van Buren as a Senator ; this he did in April, 1812, 
only a month before the bank bill passed into a law in spite of Tompkins and 
the war party. These were his words: 
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« Albany Register, April, 1812. — Middls District— /or Senator, MARTIN 
VAN BUREN. fn the Middle District, WE REJOICE in the nomination 
of MR. VAN BUREN— WE HAVE LONG KNOWN AND ESTEEMED 
HIM. He possesses genius, intelligence, and eloquence — has long been one 
of the firmest props of the Republican interest ; and with a spirit which will 
not bend to servility or sycophancy, cannot fail to become a distinguished and 
useful member df the Senate. Attempts are now making to divide the party 
on a question which has no connexion with it. We allude to the bank question. 
Attempts are said to have been made to corrupt certain members, but without 
suooess ; and surely an unsuccessful attempt to corrupt ONE member who 
voted against the bill, is not to be admitted as proof, nor ought it to give birth 
even to a suspicion, that another who voted for it had been corrupted. 

Van Buren, was elected — ^the six million bank bill became a law — and on 
the eighth of December, 1836, Mr. Southwick wrote me as follows: 

, " I hope, my dear sir, that you are now convinced of what I told you in 
August last, that Van Buren was heartless, hypocritical, selfish and unprincipled. 
He is the tool or slave of a foul heart and a false ambition, and never possessed 
a particle of true greatness. I speak not from prejudice — ^I knew him inti- 
mately— VERY INTIMATELY FOR SEVENTEEN YEARS, and never 
knew him to act from a noble and disinterested motive ; always full of low 
cunning, dark intrigue, and base selfishness." 

He died soon afler, and the Albany Argus, and Evening Journal, thus de- 
scribed him : *' He was among the most ardent, generous, warm-hearted men 
that ever lived. He was in his manners, feelings and sentiments, a republican. 
Oppression and tyranny found in him an enthusiastic and fearless opponent." 
Hammond speaks of him in the same strain. 

In less than three months from the time when Southwick took the field for 
Van Buren, as above, namely in July, 1812, John C. Spencer, in the Ontario 
Messenger, remarked, that, *^ next to the tories, we think apostate republican 
editors deserve to be marked and known. The first whose name is entitled to 
be enrolled on this list is Solomon Southwick." 

The memorial of Cornelius Ray and others, read in Senate, February 16, 
1812, set forth, that the trustees of the late Bank of the United States had 
accumulated a large sum in specie in their vaults, which they were desirous 
to employ in the business of banking ; that of this money a considerable sum 
was owned by foreigners, who could neither vote on their shares nor be direc- 
tors ; that a partial revival of the late national bank was desired by its trustees ; 
who wished the stock-holders of the late United States Bank incorporated as 
the Phoenix Bank, for twenty years, with $5,000,000 of capital, which privilege 
of incorporation they were ready to purchase at the expense of $600,000 in 
cash, to be paid to the state, and other 8500,000 they would lend to the state at 
five per cent. An additional million of stock was aflerwards added by the 
legislature, which refused to allow New York sUte to hold the WOjOOO she had 
held in the old U. S. Bank, and refused to give U. S. Bank stockholders, if 
natives, a preference to ditto, if foreigners. The bonus or price of the charter 
was raised to $600,000, and a loan to the state of $2,000,000. Of its capital, 
$6,000,000 were to be paid in specie at once, and it was to be restricted to a 
bank note circulation equal to its capital. No other bank opposed its charter^ 

On the twenty.eighth of March, Grovernor Tompkins prorogued the legisla- 
ture to the twenty-first of May. He had no veto power. In his speech at the 
prorogation, he mentioned tiiat, at the previous session, members had been tam- 
pered with to induce the passage of the late Jersey Bank charter — and " that 
some years since, it was ascertained beycmd any reasonable doubt, that corrupt 
inducements were held out to members of the Legislature in order to obtain 
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their votes in ikvor of an incorporation of a banking institution [the Merchants' 
Bank] in the city of New York ; and the very stron^i: and general suspicion, 
that the emoluments tendered were, in oertaio instances, accepted, inflicted a 
deep wound upon the purity and independence of legislation. That it appeared 
by the journals of the Assembly, that attempts have been made to corrupt, by 
bribes, four members of that body, to vote for the passage of the bill to incoN 
porate the Bank of America ; and it also appeared by the journals of the Sen* 
ate, that an improper attempt had been made to influence one of the Senators 
to vote for the bill." 

Governor Tompkins, when he opened the session, on the twenty-eighth of 
January, said, that, ^* not unfrequently, the prominent men who seek the incor- 
poration of new banks, are the very same who have deeply participated in the 
original stock of most of the previously established banks. Having dispooed 
of that stock at a lucrative advance, and their avidity being sharpened by re- 
peated gratification, they become more importunate and vehement in every fresh 
attemptrto obtain an opportunity of renewing their speculations. If (said he) 
we still persevere in multiplying banks, will there not be danger of infusing into 
the public mind a suspicion, either that we yield too plainly to the management 
and pressure of external combinations, or that the unhallowed shrine of cupidity 
has its adorers within the very sanctuary of legislation--6Uch a suspicion will 
be the prelude to the downfall of republican government, for it is erected and 
supported upon the affections of the people at large, and upon their faith in the 
inviolable firmness and probity of their public agents, and when once the found* 
ation is removed the superstructure must fall, of course." 

Among those who were opposed to this bank and approvers of the governor's 
course, Ifind the names of Archibald Mclntyre, James W. Wilkin, Erastus 
Root, John Tayler, John W. Taylor, F. A. Bloodgood, Ambrose Spencer, John 
C. Spencer, Samuel Campbell, B. Coe, Nathan Sanford, Henry Yates, Alex- 
ander Sheldon, and Isaac Ogden. Among the friends of the bank, were Sam- 
uel Jones, Jr., Halsey Rogers, E. P. Livingston, Morgan Lewis, Jonas Piatt, 
and Ab'm Van Vechten. Van Buren's biographer, Holland, states, pages 86 
and 87, that he supported Tompkins with his '* utmost influence and best talents,*' 
and that the bill " did not become a law ; but owed its defeat to the firmness of 
the governor." This is not true — ^the bill became a law in June, 1812 — Oliver 
Wolcott was the first president — and Preserved Fish and Theodorus Bailey, ultra 
dennocrats, were named in the act, with others, as directors for two years. 

Next year (1813) in March, the opponents of Madison came into power in 
the Assembly, but the senate remained democratic, so called. Of the bonus 
agreed to be paid towards common schools for their charter, the Bank of Amer- 
ica asked to have 8300,000 returned to them — and it was done, by 16 to 9 in 
the senate. Root and Van Buren, Bloodgood and Wilkin, being among the nays, 
to their credit be it recorded. It does seem to me, that, as neither party wanted 
to be rid of banks — and, that, as thore was as much rottenness about * the Man- 
hattan' of the Democrats as * the Merchants' of the Federalists — ^the offer of 
the trustees of the U. S. Bank, was, in Us way, very liberal, had it been unac- 
companied with bribery— but the corrupting of the next year's legislature to 
induce them to give back to the bank 9300,000 of the purchase money of the 
monopoly, out of the common school fund, aAer the bank was afloat, through 
wholesale corruption, was a refinement in knavery evincing talents suitable for 
Botany Bay or Van Dieman's Land. Southwick, Thomas, and others, were 
tried for bribery, and acquitted. Judge W. W. Van Ness, of Columbia county, 
presided at Southwick's trial, and took a bribe of $5,000 out of the funds of 
the bank, for his services in voting for the bill as a member of the council of 
revision (!!!) Charles King, J. A. Hamilton, and J. Verplanok, manfully stated 



the ftots in (A« .^bnenboiip— General Root, in 1820, bfoaght the judge before tbe 
legislature, where, instead of telling a plain story like a man, he appeared en- 
trenched behind the legal quibbles of four hired lawyers, six of the committee 
being also men of law. John Duer and Rudolph Bunner swore positively that 
Van Ness had told them that he was entitled to the third of 820,000, secretly 
appropriated by the bank for a gratuity to him, and the services of Gtosvenor 
and Williams, and that he feared he would only get $5,000. The receipt and 
books of the bank were not forthcoming*^he judge had the cash — but the shock 
he got through the enquiry afiected his health — ^he died in 1624. Butler alludes 
to him ia4etter thirty-eight of Correspondence. 

I am particular in noticing the system of New York bank chartering, to show 
how well aware Messrs. Van Buren, Cambreleng, Wright, Flagg, Dix, Young, 
Kendall, Butler, Beardsley, Maroy, Benton, Dickenson, Lawrence, Ho3rt, Allen, 
Fish, 6io,, were, of what would be the results of their tampering with the cur- 
rency from 1828 to 1840. 

Theodorus Bailey, who was one of the most active and urgent of the «lobby 
waiters for the Bank of America, in 1812, presided at a meeting of the demo- 
crats of New York, on the twenty -third of April, 1806, at which an address 
was got up, signed by him, and sent through the state, denouncing the infamous 
proceedings connected with the Merchants' Bank charter. Here are extracts : 

'* Alas ! the influence of gold has triumphed over the honor and interests of onr country. — It 
is undeniable that a member of the senate endeavoured to bribe one of his c^eafues, and that 
he is still permitted to degrade that honorable body by his presence. Can future confidence be 
reposed in him? Can our lives, our liberties and fortunes, be safely entrusted in such hands? 
If he was guilty, why was he not expelled ? If he was innocent, why was he censured by a vote 
of the senate? When the charge of corruption was openly announced in the Assembly, a com- 
mittee of investigation was appointed by the Speaker, by the command and with the sanction of 
that bouse. The chairman of the committee presented a report, and a majority refused to receive 
it ? Can we believe that men, conscious of integrity, and jealous of their .characteis, would have 
shrunk from evidence calculated to vindicate the innocent, and detect the guilty ? Would they 
have added to such committee individuaU sufyect to the general crimination, knowing aa they 
mu8t have known, that their conduct could he attrUmted to no other cause than a determination 
to suppress the truth ?** 

** Corruption [says Col. Duane] was firet employed in the senate house, it produced the desired 
effect — the press proclaimed the fact ; the senate, in consequence, instituted an enquiry, passed a 
vote of censure upon the corrupted member, and yet, strange to relate, this very senate ordered 
the printer who proclaimed the turpitude to be prosecuted, denying him the privilege of giving the 
truth in evidence." 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Van Buren removes his law office to Hudson. Is appointed Aiiamey General. 
Receives the support of the Anti-Renters for the State Senate. Changes his 
residence to Albany. Is removed from the Attorney Generalship, and elected 
to the United States Senate. Fifty -one high-minded Federalists join the Buck- 
tails to put dovm Clinton. Clinton exposes ^* the organized corps" Van 
Buren^s early effort to convert the post office into a machine of party hy pun- 
ishing post-masters for opinion^s sake. 

In the latter part of 1808, or beginning of 1809, Van Buren removed his law 
office to Hudson, and continued to practice in the state and county courts till 
February, 1816, when he succeeded Abraham Van Vechten as Attorney Gen- 
eral of N. Y. The Council of Appointment chosen by the Assembly voted, two 
for Van Buren, (Jonathan Dayton and Lucas Elmendorff,) and two (Ruggles 
Hubbard and Farrand Stranahan) for John Woodworth, whom B. r. Butler 
appears to have so much disliked. Governor Tompkins gave the casting vote, in 
favor of Van Buren. In May, 1812, Van Buren was elected Senator for die 
Middle District — ^the anti-renters of Columbia county, whom he frequently 
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harangued, and the friends of De Witt Clinton in RocUaad county, having 
turned the scale in his favor. He received 5,938, votes and his opponent, Ed- 
ward P. Livingston, whom he afterwards strongly recommended and supported 
for the office of lieutenant governor, got but 5,800. Holland says there were 
over 20,000 votes polled, which I believe, was not the case. 

At the time of Van Buren's election to the senate, Columbia county was 
greatly agitated with the anti-rent question. His conduct and proceedings with 
reference to that agitation are noticed in a subsequent part of this work. 

Van Buren took his seat in the senate of New Yoric, in November, 1612, 
and voted for De Witt Clinton for President, in opposition to James Madison 
and the old Jeffersonian party, having been supported for the senate by Solomon 
Southwick and other editors in the interest of Clinton. In March, 18 IS, he be- 
came a member of the court for the revision of errors ; and in 1816, removed 
from Hudson to Albany, where he resided till 1829, when he exchanged the 
office of Governor of N. Y. for that of Secretary of State, at Washington, 
in conformity with a secret understanding with General Jackson, previous to 
his election, as may be seen by referring to his letter to J. Hoyt, No. 165 page 
207 of Correspondence, where he expresses the belief that his designs would 
have been frustrated had the honest and conscientious Pitcher been nominated 
as lieutenant governor, at Herkimer, instead of that pliant, corrupt, and there- 
fore convenient party tool, Enos T. Throop. 

In July, 1819, Van Buren, who had long been the most active and untiring 
of Governor Clinton's opponents, was removed from the influential office of At- 
torney General, now held by his son, John, and Thomas J. Oakley appointed in 
his place. In the session of 1821, Van Buren was sent to Washington as U. 
S. Senator, in the stead of Nathan Sanford, whose term had expired. In a 
legislative caucus. he got 58 votes — Sanford got 24. In the l^islature he had 
86 votes — Sanford, 60. It is a curious fact that but for the operation of the 
party caucus pledge. Van Buren would have failed, a decided majority of the 
members of the two houses being against him. By securing a majority in a 
private party meeting, however, the minority of the party had to go with its 
majority, contrary to their judgment, to nullify the plainest provisions of law 
and the wishes of the whole legislative body. 

In 1819^ a party among the federalists, of whom Charles King and William 
A . Duer, (late president of Columbia college, N. Y., and whom Jesse Hoyt, in 
his letters, notices in rather an unfriendly manner,) seemed to have formed a 
design to put down Clinton. Fifly-one of them, including James A. Hamilton, 
Josiah Ogden Hoffinan, John A. King, James Lynch, Johnson Verplanck, John C. 
Hamilton and John Duer, issued an address, on the fourteenth of February, 
1820, declaring that the federal party was at an end — that they approve of 
Monroe's administration — ^that they will support Tompkins and oppose Clinton 
for governor, though they neither object to the measures, morals, nor abilities of 
the latter. The Albany regency, with Van Buren as their leader, united with 
these fifly-one ** high-minded " federalists, says Hammond, "to oppose the election 
of a governor, neither of which charged upon him a want of capacity, or integ- 
rity, or uttered a solitary syllable against his measures." He was sustained by 
the people by a majority of 1457 votes, but his no-principled opponents (for such 
they seem to have been,) carried the legislature. 

Governor Clinton's speech to the legislature gave great ofience to B. F. Butler, 
Vap Buren, Hoyt, Marcy, dsc. ; and his message in January, 1821, where he 
shows that the officials in the pay of the federal government were interfering 
with the state elections, is described by the financial admirer of <' stated preach^ 
ing" as "very abusive." [Sec No. 47, pjnge 167.] In his letter No. 31, page 
161y he says *< Clinton is raving mad, beside being a fool" — ^in 1819 (see No. 2) 
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he thought GUnton's atuation was ^ daily beoomiiig more deeperate"---aBd in 
1828 he shed crooedile tears over his grave. In Clinton's speech he intimated 
that the officers of the U. S. government were <* interfering in the state elections^ 
as an organized and disciplined corps»"* and he recommended, as he had done 
before, a state convention to amend the constitution, whose doings should be snu- 
mitted to the people for their verdict. Judge Ulshoefier reported in the AdSP.m- 
bly a bill calling such a convention, which Clinton, disapproving of some ot its 
provisions, vetoed in the Council of Revision, he desiring an equal representa- 
tion and that whatever amendments might be made in convention should be sub- 
roitted separately to the people. A new bill next session, first referring the whole 
matter to the electors, passed the legislature, and a third bill ordered the elec- 
tions to take place in June, 1821, and the members to assemble at Albany in 
August. Their proceedings are referred to at length in another part of thia 
volume. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Van Buren electioneers for the Presidency hy teJHng an untnah. Sincerity ihe 
first of virtues. The old Buffalo Bank, hy Van Buren^ Barker ^ and the party. 
Van Buren goes for a never-paying bank. The Bucktail Democracy. Bank 
suspensions^ and hard money principles in 1817. 

Whew Sir Walter Scott's publishers had given to the world Waverley, Guy 
Mannering, and the Antiquary, as anonymous, the baronet was frequently ask- 
ed, ARE you the author ? His uniform reply was, '* I am not." He after- 
wards owned that he had written these books ; and in explanation of his previous 
statement to the contrary, said, '' I considered myself like an accused person, 
put on trial, to deny all that could not be proved against me, and refuse evidence 
to my own conviction-^in short, I felt entitled to refuse my own evidence to 
disclose that which I wished to conceal." 

Van Buren was introduoed to the republic as a candidate for the presidency, 
under the cloak of a fViend, always a friend, to a sound specie currency — his 
biographers, his political friends in congress, the presses of his party, and the 
aspirant himself, all chaunted one chorus, and that was in praise of the '< real 
ha!rd mcmey man." In his letter to Sherrod Williams, Aug. 8, 1836, he says : 

** In the course of my eight years service in the senate of this state, a very 
large proportion of its banking capital was incorporated, and tAe journals of thai 

*With bit mMMf* to tb« Aumnblf, Oorarnor Clinton tent noany docnnont* to prove an undoo interferaneo of 
tbo ftooral fovornmant with the itate elections. He fhuwed that Van Buren, a thomufh partisan of the men then 
ia power at Waahinfton, had add r e w ad the following letter to Mr. fileifs, just twenty-one days before the etats 
eleetton, niging the poet ofBoe department to remove certain post-masters, though free of Uame, to serve bis party, 
and intimidate bv such example, the six hundred and leventy-four post-masters of the elat^—biddinf Mr. Meig* 
renove them quickly and much good would follow— that is, to remove them before the election and OMiny votee 
would be thereby acquired by the candidates of bis party. Mr. Monell made oath that the post- master-genera I 
had been told that the fentlemen thus named for removal (by Van Buren) were anifitrm rapoblicana, and that ae 
no cpedfio charges had been made against them, it was evident that their removal (for they were turriied out) woe 
a punishment for suppfirting Clinton for governor. The papers sent to the .Assembly contained evidence to show 
that Roger Skinner had nut been idle at Sandy Hill. Lot Clark, named for a post-master by V. B.. figures aAer- 
waida in the Crawford caucus of 1834. ** A government of influence and corruption, (said Mr. Clinton,) is the 
worst possible shape which a republican government can assuoie, beoauae under tne fonns of freedom, it eombiiies 
the esaeoee of tyranny/* 

Jtfartm ^w Burem to Hemy Mmgt, OmtttU P. O^ WagkingUm,—" April, 4, 1690.— My Dear Sir : Our soflerhigs , 
owing to the rascalHy of deputy |iost-masters, IS intolerable, and CRIES aloud for relief. We find it absolutely 
impossible to (Moetrau the interior with our papers, and unlesa we can attain tkem by two or three prompt removah, 
there is no limiting the injurious consequences that may result from it ; let me, therefore, entreat the poet-master- 
fBoeral to do an act tifjustioe, and render us a partial service, by the removal of Holt, of Herkimer, and the 
appointment of Jabes Fox, Esq.—Also of Howell, of Bath, and the appointment of an excellent friend, W. B. 
Soiehester, Esq., a yonng man of the first respectability and worth in the state, and the removal of Smith, at Littlo 
FUJs, and the appointment of Hollitter, and the removal of Chanberlin, in Oxford, and the amwintment of Lot 
Cfori, £»!• I am in extreme baste, and can, therefore, add no more. Use the enclosed papers according to your 
discretion ; and If anything is done, let it be quickly done, and yon may rely opoo it, mneh good will reaolt Aom 
it. YoQia aMttUomaUlf, M. V. BUREN. 

April 1& 1090. Hon. R. J. Meiga, Jnn*r.— Sir : From varioai representatiooi which have been made to me ir 
regard to the mal-praeUcee of the poet-master at Norwleh, I iDOit toidially aoito with Mr. Van Buran ia nooa- 
mondiBf Us lamoval, and the appointment of Mr. Lot Clark. JOHN B. DRAKI^ (M. O) 
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iodg unit ikpw thai I took an active part inaUihe questions tohkh aron upon the 
subject. Most of the applications for hanks that were rejected, mil be found to have 
been so disposed of on my moUoH ; AND BVBRY APPLICATION, SAVE ONE, 
WILL BE FOUND TO HAVE MY VOTE RECORDED AGAINST IT. 
THE EXCEPTION was that of a hank established at BUFFALO at the close 
of the war. It was established with the avowed design of eoabling the inhabit- 
aota the more speedily U> rebuild the town afler it had been burnt by the enemy. . 
That my vote in that particular case would be governed by that consideration, 
and should not be construed into a departure from the course which I had pre« 
soribed to myself, was stated in my place. The motive proved in that in- 
stance as delusive as usual/' 

This was as far from the truth as Scott's first assertion about the authorship 
of Waverley ; but, doubtless, Van Buren well knew that his hard money voters 
would, in general, read only their own party journals, and listen to no orators 
beyond the pale of their sect. Party, or rather faction, is every thing. The 
people at elections move as armies do, under command. The mind that directs 
is not that of the p«^le, or of any great part of them, but of men wjio are call- 
ed leaders-«an oligarchy to all intents and purposes. Their leaders were, in 
general, aware that Van Buren had no principles whatever — ^that he had pro- 
maed every thing, or anythLng, and been on any and every side— but they en- 
dorsed his orthodoxy, because he suited their purposes, and he succeeded. 

To show how necessary it is to investigate character by the use of well 
ascertained facts, this volume is written. Van Buren and his confederates are 
on trial, and the testimony for their conviction shall be ample, clear, and un- 
doubted. Let us hope that the time fast hastens in which it will be esteemed 
infamous to gain power and influence by false pretences. Even Lucifer, when 
about to approach the mother of mankiotd with falsehood on his lips, doffed his 
natural form and garb as a fallen angel, and assumed the guise of the serpent 
as best suited to the deceitful part he was about to act. Blair tells us that 
" sincerity is the basis of every virtue" — Thomson, that it is " the first of vir- 
tues." Were it in more general use among the lawyers, priests and politicians, 
America would again become the Eden from which the eflects of the first false- 
hood, from Tophet, drove our first parents. 

The Bank of Niagara at Buffalo was chartered in 1816 — Van Buren was 
then attorney-general, and the bucktail leader in the state senate— his friend 
Jacob Barker was a senator from the city of New York ; and his brother-in-law, 
major Cantine, a senator from Columbia, Greene, &c. Van Buren, on this occa- 
sion, made the only effort I ever heard of to grant a bank a charter during a time . 
when cash payments were suspended, with the condition that it should never be 
required to pay specie, unless when it thought fit, but might go on twenty years, 
issuing notes, promising to pay specie, but never fulfilling that promise. 

Jonas Williams and others memorialized the senate on the 6th of Feb. for a 
bank at Buffalo, with 8750,000 capital, stating that the agricultural and com- 
mercial pursuits of the people required it, but not one word about " rebuilding 
the town." The memorial was referred to Jacob Barker, Philetus Swifl, and 
A. S. Clark, who reported a bill chartering a bank. The bill was considered 
in committee of the whole on the 8th of March, on which occasion Van Buren 
rose and stated, that its provisions met his hearty approbation, and that he should 
vote for it. He did so— so did Cantine. Barker kept below the bar. Two- 
thirds of the senate went for the bill, which passed. Its provisions are import- 
ant, as shewing Van Buren's views in 1816, afler the state banks had suspended, 
the United States Bank been put down, and he had had much experience as a 
Hudson Bank director, attomey-general, dsc. 

Tha bill provided, 1. That the Stockholders, none of them liable for itsdebtfit. 
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should continiio to be a oorporatioQ till 1882. Even then it was planned to have 
all the hank monopoly oharters run out as near t(^ther as possible, that the 
powers of corruption might be invoked, as they were in 1829, to perpetuate 
them. — 2, The oapital was to be $400,000. — 3. One notice in one paper in the 
county, 80 days before an election of directors, was to be sufficient ; and stoch- 
holders were to vote in person or by proxy. 4. i f John was a poor farmer with one 
share ($50) he was to give one vote. If his brother Martin had 500 shares, be 
was empowered to give one vote more alone than 499 farmers with a share 
each, taken together. [Would Van Buren like to introduce this sort of de- 
mocracy at the ballot boxes ?] 6. The bank was not to be compelled to pay specie 
for any bank notes it might issue, by virtue of the charter. 6. The first di- 
rectors were to be chosen by the Legislature. 7. And might begin to bank and 
issue notes when they pleased ; and call on the stockholders to pay 10 or 12^ 
cents in the dollar on their shares at first, and the rest when they saw fit 

The Senate, without knowing who would or who wouldn't take stock, named 
the first directors, and took care to appoint one of themselves on the board. 
There was no commission named to apportion the stock equally— it was left to 
be jobbed for. The Jefferson Co. bank bill appointed commissioDers, and lefl 
it to the shareholders to elect directors. Van Buren voted against it, and against 
the Herkimer Co. bank petition, March 28th. The banks he voted against suc- 
ceeded better than those he supported. 

On the 5th of April, 1816, (see the senate journals,) the Council of Revision 
admonished Van Buren, Cantine and their majority in the Senate, that it would 
be unjust to allow the Niagara Bank bill to pass into a law unless it were 
amended so that if the bank issued paper it might be bound to redeem it in 
money — ^that it need not pay out a dollar in money as the bill was drawn ; and 
that if it had no money to pay bills with it had better not issue any, because 
the more banks there were issuing such paper the less of specie we would see 
in the state. It was notorious (said the Council) that fbr more than a twelve- 
month the incorporated banks of the State had refused to redeem their notes in 
specie. They had found it far more gainful to sell their dollars to the usurers 
of Europe, and to charge our merchants a high premium for silver, while they 
glutted the American market with paper promises on which they charged 7 per 
cent, interest, though they cost them nothing. They further urged, that tnis 
was the first attempt- made in this State to give special privileges to a new 
Bank, since the old ones had defied the public and refused to pay their debts ; 
and that they, (the Council,) returned the bill to the Senate, because they wished 
to protect the public against the multiplication of corporations issuing a currency 
which they refused to convert into cash on demand. 

On the "lOth of April, (see senate journal, page 236,) VAN BUREN made 
a speech to persuade two- thirds of the members of the Senate to incorporate the 
Bank in spite of the Council of Revision, and WITHOUT A SPECIE PAY- 
ING CLAUSE, in the very teeth of its honest objections. He MOVED TO 
INSERT A CLAUSE TO THAT EFFECT, and thus pass the bill ! On 
the 11th, the bill was reconsidered in committee of the whole, but as it was found 
utterly impracticable to get two-thirds to vote for paper currency, not payabla 
in cash, by a direct vote, the Council's amendment had to be reluctantly adopted 
by the " democrats," and Van Buren and Cantine again voted for the Bank, 
which became a bad law. 

Altho' Van Buren could not get a clause in the bill to permit the bank to flood 
the country with paper promises it would be under no obligation to redeem, he 
contrived that the charter should allow the bank to stop when it had no specie^ 
buy in its worthless rags at 10 or 12 cents to the dollar, and begin again as 
often as it pleased to play this game. It did so, and cheated the public whole- 
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sale, t sold its notes in 1820 and in 1821, eight dollars for one— the State was 
defrauded out of its deposits, the farmers out of their produce, and the 
mechanic out of the fruits of his labor. Once more the bank started, its Presi* 
dent was indicted for cheating, J. Barker was to hare $5,000 for procuring a 
$25,000 loan to keep it going, but it broke again before aid could eet to Bufl^o. 
Kibbe, its first President, was a Burrite, concerned in frauds by which the Mer- 
chants' Bank Charter passed in 1805, and one of ^^ the lobby." General 
Swartwout writes (1823), ^^ My Dear Morrison — ^The Dutchess must pass the 
House on Tuesday, and yours [the Chemical Bank] will pass the Senate on 
Wednesday, certain. See Kibbie as soon liter dinner as possible — ^he knows 
the cords to pull upon, and will carry you triumphantly through. Your friend, 
KoB. Swartwout." Van Buren's bank initiated the Bofilo people, who had 
become such proficients in the mysteries that thirteen banks broke down in that 
place, cheating the weaver of cloth, and the grower of wheat, wool, &c.,ottt of 
at least three millions of dollars. 



CHAPTER X. 



Even Abon Hassan, the most disinterested of all viceroys, forgot not, during his CalipfaAte of one 
day, to send a douceor of one thousand pieces of gold to nis own household.— Walter Scott. 

Van Buren^s cairfederaies blow up the old Buffalo bank. — It$ ca$hier (not Hoyi) 
becomes State Printer to the Buckttdls. — Marcy^ Leake, and the JNew Hope, 
DeU Bridge Company. — Von Bwren not fond of swarms of Banks* — How he 
acted with the Chenango Bank Charter, — Walworth, VanBuren, and the old 
and new Plattsburgh Banks.^^On taxing Bank Stock, and chartering Utica 
and Ontario ^Branch Banks, — CHnton and the Assembly of N, Y. defeated by 
Van Buren and his hold o/ter Senate in an effort to expose errors in, and amend 
the Banking System, — 7%e Pennsylwtnia and Ohio Banks, 

By reference to pages 154 and 155, letters 9, 10, and 11, it will be seen that 
B. F. Butler had a keen scent ; he wanted Hoyt to be cashier, and Barker 
owner of the Bufliilo bank which Van Buren had created, and which was then 
ready to burst up. Van Buren's unprincipled followers had it in their own 
hands from the commencement. Isaac Kibbie was its first President, and Isaac 
Q. Leake its first cashier; and when it broke down in 1819,* Van Buren in- 



• Attorney General Talcott applied to Chancellor Sanford in 18^, enumerating the t 

mities of van Buren*s BnffiUo oank, with a view to the sponging off its charter from the 
statute book, but it couldn't be done. Perhaps, like a Scotch peerage, it's onlv dormant now. 
In 1836, its parent, Van Buren, gravely addressed S. Williams thus : — " As if anxious to con- 
tribute their share to this inroad upon the policy of the federal constitution, the state govern- 
ments have not only created swarms of banking institutions, but until recently, most of these 
institutions were authorized to issue notes of as low a denomination as a single dollar. Tlie 
consequences of this departure from the appropriate functions of the federal and state govern- 
ments, have been extensively injurious. Tnat gdd and silver should constitute a much 
greater proportion of the circulating medium of the country than they now do, is a position 
which lew are disposed to deny." 

On the dOth of April, 1818, during the same session of the Van Buren majority in the 
Senate, all hurry and bustle to Hasten favorite measures, on speculation, a bill from the 
Assembly, to withdraw from the democracy, the many, and confer on the aristocracy, the few, 
more power and influence, came up in the form of a bill to incorporate the Bank of Onenango. 
Wliat madness is it that blinds the tillers of the soil to their best interests 1 Such a bank 
confers on a few anxious gamblers power to hire and employ Ijring attorneys and l3ing editors ; 
to tax the country many thousands of dollars yearly for the use of the idle and profligate; to 
make paper monev promises scarce in a country, or plentiful, at pleasure ; to hire election- 
eering oracles ana orators ; ta bespatter honesty and sincerity in home^un with fkJaehood ; 



84 LBAKB AND OANTINS, VAN BITUKN AND TSE PLATTftBVROH BANK8. 

▼ited Leake to join hii brother*ui*lAW| Cantinei as one of the state printen, 
and joint editor of his month-piece, the Albany Aigus. Leake was turned out 
of the Argus by Van fiuren in 1824 to make way for Crosweli, and sent out to 
Pennsylvania to take charge of another leaky vessel, or bank craft, as treasurer 
of the New Hope, Delaware Bridge Company, a concern such as Van Buren 
would have made the Bu&lo Bank if he could, with power to fail from time to 
time, compound and go on again, for ever. It went down in 1821, the treasurer 
vanished. Leake & Co. began again in 1825, and in 1826, we find him puffing 
the frail bark in the N. Y. Lvening Post. Governor Marcy was one of its bor- 
rowers, Mid a knot of speculators used it in M. Y. as Butler and Barker did the 
Washington and Warren. The Pennsylvanians were so often pillaged that they 
drove it out of their State, and it is now set up again the sixth time, and its notes 
have a wide circulation, hailing from the Jersey side of the Delaware. 

In 1817, Reuben Hyde Walworth appeared before the legislature, as senior 
petitioner for a bank charter, of like character with the others, to be located at 
Plattsburgh, the stock to be discreetly distributed, &c. Senators Hascall, Bloom, 
and Walter Bowne, of the Seventh Ward Bank, N. Y., reported that the land 
round Plattsburgh is " fruitful in the productions of the earth," like Canaan of 
old ; and that '' it is believed that a bank will enable the merchants to purchase 
this produce, and save the farmers much, if not the entire, transportation to 
MoDtreaL" Of course they reported a bank bill, which passed the Senate in 
committee on the 21st of March (page 222 of Journal) : Van Buren and Cantine 
declared that they could not possibly support the measure, and recorded theor 
votes to throw it out, but foiled ; yeas 14, nays only 11. Next day two addi- 
tional senators were present, and it was seen that if Van Buren and his brother- 
in-law should both hold out, the bill would be lost, 14 to 13. This would 
never do. Nor would it suit Van Buren to wheel round on such a short 
notice. The leader therefore kept among the /utys on the final passage of the 
bill, but Cantine declared that ^e had got a new Hght within the last twerUyJour 
hours J and immediately reversed his vote^ thus securing the passage of the charter 
in the Senate, by a majority of one.* He played the same suspicious game on 

to join with othen in becoming bankrupt, and reftising pa3rment of debts, 'iddle compelling: 
individuals to fUlfil their obligations to the bank ; and, should the concern become insolvent, 
widespread ruin ensues, while those whose folly or guilt, or both, did the mischief, lie bv, 
ready to lobby at Albany for new means to plunder by law, when public indignation is hush- 
ed to sleep. 

On the above day the Senate went into committee on the Chenango bank chaiter, Vkm 
Buren being most appropriately in the chair. Senator Yates moved to reject it as anti- 
dem()cratic, &c. Bnt the narty loved it, it promised to add to their temporary power, to yield 
enormous gain on the stock, and form an offset against the opposition. Major Cantine held 
up both hands in its favor ; Samuel Young declared that his neart was in It ; the committee 
rose ; Van Buren reported that the bill had been adopted ; no one even whispered *'giv€ hs 
tAe ayes and Ttoes" as was usual ; the bill was ordered to go ahead without even a division. 

Had Mr. Van Buren been averse to this charter, he would have called for the ayes and 
noes on the report, but he agreed to its reception ; and when the bill was engrossed and 
passed (see Senate Journal, pages 353 and 364), Cantine, Skinner, and Samuel Young, voted for 
It, while Van Buren slipped below the bar to avoid a vote, knowing that his friends' votes would 
ensure the success of the bill. Here, again, the official records of the State give the lie to his 
assertion that " every application [for a bank] save one, would be found to have his vote 
recorded against it." 

* (n 1PS8. the bsok of PlattsburiEh 6X|dod«d, and there were many ncrimlnationi among the democmov. 
Jadge PlAtt prrweculad Comptroller Piofg, then a spanky country editor, fin- libel ; the bank directors praceeuied 
Piatt : the fMrmers fonnd their produce in that ** fruitful '* land tnnsmtired into bank paper of bad repute ; aad 
Van Bnren conirmtulated himself In not having voted with brother OanUne In 1617. 

To help Van Bnren to the Presidency in 183S. the party chartered a second bank at Plattatargh; and, witli 
no good will towards Clinton, named It after him. The nominal capital was fSOO.OOO ; the real money in ic« 
vanlis very little Indeed. For some three or four years lu president and cnthler managed Its affiiira almost 
exclnsively, and »pprnpilated its Ainds to Uielr private use, or (br the benefit of their fiivorites. They were of 
the class called ftpecnlnton ; their oMigations are worthless ; and as to hrlnglng the lasy directon to hoolL ibr 
Om benefit of tBe ttU-holde;-*, the oligarchy, who rule, do not eacouuve such piacUces. 
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the same day in the case of the Geneva bank, coming quietly round to the side 
of monopoly the moment his vote was wanted. What a pity Jesse Hoyt'i 
memoranda, papers and correspondence,* did not extend back to 1818, and dis- 
close the WRIGUTY reasons which induced the Van Buren state printer to make 
these somersets ! 

Mr. O. A. Brownson, one of the writers in the Democratic Review, assures 
us, January 1S42, that ^' Bankers, capitalists, corporators, stockjobbers, specu- 
lators, and trafficking politicians control the government^ and, in nearly all cases, 
shape its policy.'^ is not Van Buren, and has he not been for 38 years, since 
1808, one of the most artful and crafty of these '' trafficking politicians V 

In 1816, (Senate Journal, April 16, pages 202, 203,) an excellent resoIutioQ 
was called up for consideration, in substance as follows : '' That as the several 
chartered banks had for some time wholly refused to pay their notes, when 
required to do so by those who held them — the safety of the public demanded 
some investigation into their affairs— and that the Comptroller be required oo or 
after Deceaiber next to call on such banks as shall not by that date have begun 
to pay what they owe to the people, who hold their promises, in specie — ^togive 
some account of their affairs, each bank on the oath of its president and cashier, 
showing, 1. The amount of their notes in circulation. 2. VVhat amount of debt 
they owe. 3. What sum they have in specie. 4. Bow much moQc^y is due 
the bank by individuals. 5. And how much from other banks. 6. What was 
the proportion between the funds the}' had on hand, and the amount of bills 
discounted during the three months before such ban& stopped paymem — and, 
after that time, what was it during each three months up to the time on which 
the return might be made. 7. And, generally, a full and fair account of the 
bank concerns, so that the legislature, on behalf of the country, might adopt 
such measures next session as the public welfare would be found to require. 

What could be more just, appropriate, and imperiously called for than the 
above inquiry, during a suspension of cash payments 1 Yet most true it is, that 
Van Buren, the leader of the faction who have for many years denounced their 
opponents as the bank party — Van Buren and his aide-de-camp, Cantine, offered 
to the adoption of the above resolve a powerful and steady opposition,* and 

"In 1818, (ate infe1S3 of the Senate Journal,) the Anembly, on the recomroendatlmi of Qtuwnnot CllatOB 
and complaint or the people In varlons parts of the State, having adopted a reiulatton, sent it, March 80, to Ita* 
Senate for conciim'nce, a« (blluwc : 

** Jtea«/««d, (if the Senate o»ncnr herein) that a Joint Committee of the Senate and Aseembly be apnolntod 
to inquire into ihn mode -nd man er in which the aeveral iiiconMraied banin within this State have adminis- 
tered the tni«t i riintod to them ; and whether aay nr either of the officers, agents or directors, or othw p^'isoite 
hf them authorized, have secretly or Impliedly tivtn^ any pert of llie Ainds thereof to any im roprr pnrpooei, 
or have made use of any undue means f«ir the purp«ieH of forcinc their paper intu circulation ; and whether 
they have at all times promptly complied with all the demanda mado upon them for the payment of their UMtet 
in specie ; and whether any or eitiier of the said officers, asents, oi directt>ra, have been guilty of any ftaQdnlcBt 
or u«arioUi» practices as such ; and whether any or either of ihtrm have used or now do use any of the funds of 
either of the said bankff fur covenous or opiire«lve purpoeee: aitd ali« that the enmmitlee be instructed to ta- 
qnira by what means the aeveral liicorpoiuied banic« in this State procured liieh' charters. That the said com- 
mittee have power to send for persons and papers, and that they report their proceedings to this hxislatnra with 
all co<)veiiieni speed ; and in case of such concurrRnce, that Mr. P erMu, Mr. Diier, Mr. Root, Bu*. Lawreoctp 
and Mr. Webb be of the snld committee on the part of this House.** 

To Van Buren and Mi band of deceitful preteo'ters to democracy— the phnrisees of the Senate— such areeolve 
wo gall aiid wormwood. How would the WaahtaiitDO and Warrai, the Old BnffiOt), and nttier pretended biahf 
have aio(»d a aparchlng iiivrvtigation teto their operations and standing ? They could not do it 

Next day, March 31, Van Buren and some others of the majority delivered able and eloqu*^t speeches in fhvor 
of the banks and the banken. It was s Id that their usef^neas, hnnMty, recdiude, and pmper conduct were be- 
y<«d all question— that to doubt tbem was to doubt the hmmr of the honorable itentiemen who presiiied at their 
shrines— that the people would be indignant at the Insult offered m the resolution to ** the democratic bsaks,*' 
the fiteodo of liberty, equality, and a better currency— and that all inquiry must be resisted, in every shape and 
Ibrwi. It will be found bv reference to the Senate Journal, of March 81, that ** Mr. President pnt the queetkm 
whether the Senate would actee to the said Desolation, and it passed hi the negative. Therefore. ruolvU, that 
the Senate DO NOT CONCUK,** Ac. 

Tha reM>lati«>n which Van Burep and his panv thus voted dosin in the Senat^ had posaed the Assembly 70 to 
30. Hears. Root, Edwards aitd Shairpe for, and Mr. Oakley against It. It was bas^d on Governor Cllmoirs really 
prophettc measage, and al^ezcellent report by Mr. Isaac PierHm, from the Asaembly*s Committee. Judge Ulshoer- 
fsr wtehed to go further sUll-^c moved **to Institute an inquiry into the measures now taking by bank applt- 
caaia to procure chanecs,*' but was out-vou-d. Van Buren and the Banks had agreed that aU enquiry should be 
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acting as the agents or instruments of the delinquent 'bankers, succeeded in 
quashing inquiry. They both voted against the resolution — ^neither of them 
suggested or offered any substitute. [See Journal, p. 203.] The Bankers put 
their feet on the people's necks — increased in number and in power— bank 
presses were set up — grumblers were conciliated — &lse beacons held up to 
delude the millions — and the flatterers, the vile parasites of the most uneducated 
of the population, attained a bad eminence by the worst of means, and avaricA 
and false ambition were satiated with wholesale plunder out of the blood and 
sweat of our too generous and confiding count^men,. That a system thus 
successful should embolden the immoral to deeds of wholesale villainy — thai 
banks, thus the masters of the legislature, should not be very particular as to the 
Golconda or Potosi whence their wealth was derived — ^is not to be wondered at. 



CHAPTER XI. 



Knowest thou not that the triumphiBg of the wicked is &ort, and the jov of the hypocrite M 
for a moment 1 Though his excellency mount up to the Heavens, ana lus head reach unto 
the clouds ! yet he shall perish : a fire not blown shall consume him ; it shall go ill with him 
that is left in his tabernacle.— J06, chap, xx. 

Why did President Polk amoita Ex-Prendeni Butler tOj and why doe» he 
continue him in the office of tf, S, District Attorney 1 — Butler^s extortions when 
district attorney under Van Buren. — JUs religious hypocrisy . — Bitchie censures 
the author for uncloaking Butler^ Van Buren^ Uoddington and others, — 
Butler^s brief history. — ae studies law and poHtics unth Van Bureuy and 
becomes his lau>-partner. — Jacob Barker buys the Washington and Warren 
Bank charter^ and sets Butler up as its mock President. — Halsey Rogers. — 
Fan Buren carries the Bank cunningly through the LegislcUure^ and sup^ 
ports the Auburn bank, — Swart and Mallory. — Butler^s bank roguery ^ or the art 
cmd mystery of M. Van Bwren^s System of State Bankings happily illustrated 
by the practice of his law-partner^ up at Sancbf Hill. — Lessons for young 
bankers and Brokers, — * Ferdinand mendez Pinto was but a type of thee^ thou 
Prince of Liars /' — Barkery Hoyt and Butler play a steady game of br<My and 
seek to puff their worthless ragSj through thePatroon^ Van Rensselaer. — Stated 
Preaching. 

When Mr. Polk, in May, 1845, had perused the letters of John Van Buren, 
J. I. Coddington, and others, to Jesse Hoyt, which appeared in my Lives of 
Hoyt and Butler, he remarked, that he would not give Mr. Coddington the office 
of Collector of the Port of New York, which, on the recommendation and 
advice of Butler, Van Buren, and others, he had promised to him, through 
General Dix, but would appoint a man of his own. The place was bestowed 
on Cornelius W. Lawrence. 

If Coddington's language, and his intimacy and connection with Hoyt, 
Swartwout, and other defieiulters, produced this change in the President's views 

qnaahed. In Penoiylvania, the famien, with the honrat pan of the eominuiuty lenenlly, had mflferad 
lerrlhly ftom pretended tenken, chartered by advice oT Snyder, the Van Buren of that State. An komemc 
amount or property wae Mohficed by the ■herllf, and corrupt men played any nan likely to being them plenty 
oT public plunder. Dr. Joel B. 8utheriand*84»rivate letter to M*Coy (page ISS/No. 93), liAa the cnrtain on a 
slate of MGletT anything but enviable. This year, too. in Nov^ the CincinaaU banks slopped payment, owlns 
the U. a Bank t750.000 for their notes racelved by Secretary Crawfoid's order, in payment of tha PoMie 
Lands. One of these, the Miami Exponing Company, has ever been in bad hands, aeemlagly. lis iUior»« 
for the fourth time, in 1649. so enraged the cillxetts, that they completely riddled It, as also the OInchiBatl. 
Bank. That did no immediate good, but may serve as a warning to othen to fly low, and thus niavtm & 
mora extensive violation of order. 

.<l!^^..'*l^. "^J^"2L!° CUntoa's message of this year whea defcriUng Van Baiea*f dishonest Mheoie of 
leVH called tha Salbty Fund system. » / 
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in May, 1845, with regard to him, of what consista the secret power, by meana 
of which Benjamin F. Butler has been continued in office as the U. S. District 
Attorney at New York, from that time till now, in view of as full and ample a 
record of fraud and dishonesty as ever secured for a criminal a cell in the state 
prison ? Mr. Polk is a strict professor of religion, avows himself to be a 
democrat, and has been raised to the hkhest station in the gift of fifteen millions 
of freemen. In September last, Mr. Sutler's fraudulent conduct, as President 
of the Washington and Warren Bank, was shown in the clearest terms — ^his 
partner in iniquity swore that the letters which gave evidence of his guilt, were 
all genuine* — the evidence on the records of Congress, with reference to tlie 
New York Custom House defaults, seizures, and prosecutions, while Butler 
held the office under Van Burenf which Mr. Polk replaced him in, is a disgraceful 
exhibition of wholesale legal extortion — and all this under the cloak of a pious, 
evangelical professor of religion, careless about worldly wealth, and engrossed 
with the cares of Heaven-seeking, stated preaching, the gospel, a savor of life 
unto life, and the terror of Tophet to those ^^ who neglect so great salvation." 
Not only has Mr. Polk continued to endorse the availability of Butler, as the 
incumbent of one of the most influential and lucrative offices in the department 

* Benjamin F. Butler, many years the law-partner of Van Buren, is a son of Medad But- 
ler, a smith, afterwards clerk to Stephen Hogeboom, and finally tavern-keeper at Kinderhook 
Landing, N. Y., an industrious, pains-taking man, whom the Van Buren interest placed in 
the House of Assembly, and afterwards maae him, about 1824, a County Judge, benjamin 
was his assistant in lus public house ; but as he gave evidence of talent, united to great cun- 
ning and shrewdness, and a love for reading, he sent him to study law with Van Buren at 
Hudson, in 1811. In 1817, Van Buren made him his law-partner. In 1818, Butler got 
married— and next year tried what he supposed to be a ^urer and speedier road to riches — ^the 
banking business. 

Old Butler was a prominent professor of religion— very conspicuous in the Presbyterian 
Church ; but having been rebuked for some carelessness or other, he joined the Methodists 
for a time. His son Benjamin was (or seemed to be) fervent in spirit, earnest, and eloquent 
in prayer at meetings of the saints. He was really famous and celebrated in early life as an 
exhorter to faith ana repentance. I have letters from Columbia County and Albany, written 
by worthy citizens, who remember him, nearly thirty years since, a zealous, devout-looking, 
and very conspicuous professor of holiness. He acquired religious, legal, and political capi- 
tal in tlus way ; and so strong had the habit of reproving sinners, and playing the samt 
abroad, become in him, that he actually played it off*, occaslonaily, on Ms partner in iniquity, 
Jesse Hoyt, while engaged in scenes of pillage and rascality, the exposure of some of which 
has astonished even Wall Street, N. Y., and the Bank Charter Factory, at Albany. 

t It will bo teen by rafeience to R. H. Nevli»*s letter of-inatnictioiis to his friend Hoyt, that the Wall-ctreet 
taiDkera are qalte arene to a direct tax on bank stock ; and with reason. Oonfbslon In the eamney, fkney 
BUiGks, doabtthl tnstltations, an amonc their siuest prope. A tax oa bank capital woaM be apportioBed acconl- 
lag to its BOMliial amooat. and such hanks as Nevlos deacribea, Na 118, page 189, with five millions capital 
*' only % few thousand doUan la specie, and bank credits for the balance,'* would suHer, as they ought. In 
1818, the Assembly passed a bill to lay a tax on bank stock (page 349, Senate Journal), but Van Buren, Oantlne. 
Bowne, and Tlbbets, opposed It In the Senate. Toung was in its favor. It was the close of the session, and 
the bill was put to sleep. Next year (181fl% oa the 8th of April (ow 973 of Journal), the Assembly again sent 
npa Ull to tax bank stock for the benefit of the conunoa schools of the Siate-«nd why noti Van Buren 
opposed It, to the delight of the brokers and bankers ; bat was ready that same session to Impose and collect a 
direct tax out of the poor farmer's bard eamfaigs. The regency went against it, Van Vechten went with them. 



Toai« did not vote, and In 1823 we find Nevins tastnieting his fit repneentatlve, J. Hoyt, on the same subject. 
Ob the 15th of March, IdU^a UU caaie ftam the Assembly to grant the bank of Utlca a charier for abranch, 
or additional bank, by the same owners, at Canaadalgna, with a president, twelve dlrectois, Itc. V 
first vote (pages 238-9, JoumalX was, yeas 13, nays 9 ; Van Buren Invisible, Caatlne a yea. It 
that the soles beinc issued at both peaces, should be payable at both. liost, IS to 10, Van Bni 



The Senators 
t was moved 
Buren invisible, 



that the soles being issu . . 

ChathM a nay. RadclUlb moved a cwiae, declarins that the legbdatnre may at any time repeal or amend this 
faOL lioiit, nays 19, yeas 1& Oaaline a nay, Vaa Borsa invisible. The bill was thrown out, March S3d, vote 
U to II, Vaa Buren invUlbto. 

Now was the time for Van Buren to reappear la his plase in the Senate. He wanted the bill to pass, but 
also te avoid responslbiUty. When he saw it coald not be canted withoat his help, he voted for a motioa to 
leeoaslder the vote by which it had beea lost, which i«<|niied two-thlids of the Senators, and having thus 
restored it to the orders of the day, he recorded his name in its flivor and it passed, and the directors of the 
bank of Utlca were forthwith enabled, to establish a bmnch in connection with theirs at Canandalgua, Ibr all 
purpnaes except that of redeeming In cash, the aoles they might issue there ! We next dad him voting fbr a 
■aaeh beak of the bank of Oatarlo at Utlca ; aad agahi (p. 339), for an additional or branch bank of the New* 
bargh Baak at Ithaca. To comprehead the real character of this cunalng and deceitfiil politician, his moif 
laceat volaa, laagaage, aad oondttct, miist be kept la view. 
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of public justice, but he even went so far as to direct Thonoas Ritchie, the 
organ, advocate, or mouthpiece of his government, to censure me in the harshest 
terms for exposing Butler's hypocrisy, avarice and rapacity, which Ritchie did 
accordingly through the columns of the Daily Union. Is there a bargain 
between the parties ? Are they members of a mutual insurance company ? 

On the first week in March, 1819, in the 24th year of his age, B. F. Butler 
took up his abode at the village of Sandy Hill, in the county of Washinfi;ton, 
fifty or sixty miles north of Albany, as lawyer, christian exhorter, and president 
of the Washington and Warren Bank, a 'monied corporation' of two years 
standing,* which the notorious stockjobber, Jacob Barker, had bought from the 

* The Washington and Warren Bank Charter may be found in the Statutes of New 
York for 1817. Its provisions were very much akin to those of the old hank of Niagara, at 
Buffalo. It will he seen that Halsey Rogers, who is described in Sudam's Report, on the 
Senate Joomal of 1824, as one of those anprincipled creanires who hang upon the legislature, 
for gain, as lobby members^vile characters, guilty of letting themselves out for such rewards 
as may be extorted from the hopes and fears of the timid and desperate-^was appointed a 
commissioner to distribute the stock. 

The bill originated in the Assembly. On the 34th of March, 1817, the Senate (Van Bureto) 
threw it out— Van Buren and his brother-in-law, Cantine, the State-pnnter, both speaking 
and voting against it. 

Pour days alter. Senator Hart moved to restore the bill. This required two-thiids of the 
Senate, which had then 27 members. If Mr. Van Buren was opposed to banks, why did he 
vote for this bill, when his mere absence would have prevented it Irom being again placed on 
the order of the day ? And having done so, why did he deny it in 1836, and declare, in his 
Sherrod Williams letter, that he had never voted but for the old Buffalo bank 1 Are not l8 
two-thirds of 27— and was not he one of the 18 7 Was not his relative, Cantine of the Argus, 
another ? What sort of arguments had the applicants for this bank used in the course ol the 
four days with a couple of money-loving Iav7}'er8, who had " special privileges'* to bestow or 
withhold, which induced them to talk and vote on both sides—for and against— bank and anti- 
bank 1 

" I have always been opposed to the increase of banks," said Van Buren, in his letter to 
Sherrod Williams. How could he be expected to add, " and therefore recommended and 
voted for them !" "I have known Mr. Van Bm^n long and intimately," said Senator Ban- 
ton. " He is a real hard-money man ; opposed to the paper system ; in favor of a national 
currency of gold." Yet this hard-money man could wheel about and restore to life the Wasii- 
ington and Warren Bank, receiving a new light within the space of four days : and his law- 
partner, Butler, could, with his advice and consent, accept the Presidency of that fi^udulent 
corporation — and when it had closed its doors, return back to his old partnership. *' An in- 
troauction of a new bank into the most distant of our villages, places the business of that 
village within the influence of the money power of England," said Mr. Van Buren, in a Pre- 
sidential message from Washington — ^but he omitted to add that he had placed within that, 
and other yet worse influences, the bank once located up at Sandy Hill. 

The " restoration" of the Washington and Warren Bank Bill took place on the 28th — Mr. 
Enos T. Throop's Auburn Bank bill passed the Senate next day, without an opposing voice 
— Van Buren and everybody else being in its favor. Next came the final passa^ of the 
Washington and Warren (March 31st), and the Senate that had been 15 to 13 against it, sent 
it up to the Governor and Council, by a vote of 15 to 6. Cantine now for the bill— Van 
Buren below the bar ! Senators Mallory and Swart had voted it down at their leader's bid- 
ding, on the 24th ; now they wheeled mto line and voted it up again I Governor Maicy 
describes Mallory as one of the most upright of men, and he threw up the American because 
Charles King expressed a doubt 

The W. and W. Bank bill provided that it was to issue its notes whenever the stockholders 
had paid into its vaults ten cents on the dollar of its capital, and that the operations of dis- 
count and deposit were to be carried on at Sandy Hill only. What its operations there con- 
siMed in, may be seen by consulting the descriptive epistles of Mr. President Butler. By the 
month of February, 1819, its promises to pay ^78,693 were in the hands of the people, in the 
form of bank notes, yielding Mr. Barker $19,528 of interest, from that source alone. How 
was it in February, 1820 1 

Senator Hammond, from a Committee on Bank Charter granting (see Senate Journal, 
1818, pages 144 and 145), reported that the charter for a bank incorporation, called the Wash* 
ineton and Wairsn Bank, could be of no use to the section of country -where it was nomi- 
nally located, as the stock was nearly all held by a private banker in New York City (Barker), 
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Bpeculatprs who got it up. Barker could issue its bills at his Exchange. Bank, 
New York, to mechanics and traders, who would find it no easy task to go north 
to Sandy Hill to ^et them cashed. With brokers and bankers he expected to 
be able to hold his own. 

Jacob Barker being the sole, or almost, sole proprietor of this real ' wild- 
cat' bank, Butler was selected as his colleague, and duly installed as its President, 
Director and Bank Attorney. His correspondence with Hoyt and Barker, 
published in pages 151 to 165, of this volume, running through a period of 
fifteen months, will surely satisfy the most sceptical, that Van Buren could not 
have recommended a more suitable coadjutor, as the legal adviser of General 

on whose credit its cbcnlation depended; and that though it pretended to do homness at 
Sandy Hill, its real location was New York. 

On reference to Butler's correspondence, page 155, he will be found exerting himself with 
Butler in favor of Hoyt, as a suitable Cashier to the old, thrioe-insolvent Bank of Niagara, 
at Buffalo, the charter for which Van Buren drew and voted for. Leake, one of the State 
printers, had had the office for a time. 

On the 31st of June, 1819, Butler employed Hoyt to collect small change, with which to 
'tease the enemy,' (p. 156.) In other words, he wanted shillings and sixpences, wherewith 
to mock the honest farmers who had given their wheat for his bills, with a pretence df pay- 
ment. There was A RUN on the bank, and he sayB that he had redeemed on the Monday 
and Tuesday, two da.y% 8^780, being 9S90 per day, during a run t He had in the bank just 
•1400 in specie, being enough (he tells Barker) for three or four days more. At tins time 
the Bank had perhaps $500,000 of its notes afloat in the country. Two persons having sent 
$166 in notes to be cashed (page 157), the exuntged financier threatened that, if any more 
such demands were made upon him, he would " put them on the same ground wiA the 
others" — that is, he would pretend to |}ay them in their turn, he paying " in a slow way," in 
sLTpences, to some other real or imagmary creditor, during ' bank hours.' 

Two or three bankers and brokers had taken in payment $10,000 of Butler's notes from 
their debtors. They sent Gilchrist and Wiswall up to Sandy Hill to get the cash. Butler 
had only $1400, but he pretended to pay. " I have told Mr. Gilchrist (sa.p he to Hoyt, page 
157) that I was ready to pay specie, and would pay specie at all time." aurmg banking hours; 
and that 1 would pay nothing else." Now this was a falsehood, for all he had was $1400, 
which could have been counted in 15 to 30 minutes, and Gilchrist had asked good notes or 
specie for $5,600. and Wiswall for about $4,000. Next day, June 23d, he bade Hoyt to pro- 
claim through Albany the solvency of the bank. " Tell all persons (said he, page 157) that 
the bank has not stopped, and wiu not sUfp paymeiU, and that toe pay in specie. This was a 
b^ and impudent untruth, as his previous letters show, and its object was to induce the 
merchants and dealers to take the notes for goods. If he knew that the bank had means to 
pay—and he was a deceiver of the people ifhe held his office, in ignorance of its real condi- 
tion—I say, if he knew this (and he says he did), why were the public cheated, on his advice 1 
What became of the bank funds 1 Was the W. and W. B. a tender to Barker's insolvent 
Exchange Bank, and Butler his decoy-duck 1 Let their correspondence answer. 

On Wednesday (letter 19), Butler wrote to Hoyt—" Tell all persons that the bank will not 
stop" — ^in other woras^ll all persons to exchange their property for, and take payment for their 
services in, W. and W. notes, signed B. F. Butler. Pfext day (letter 20), " In the absence of 
all itutruetions from Mr. Barker for a formight, I consider it my duty to continue paying. If 
I Uop, I nuof as vfeU Stop next week as this." Here, we have a mere clerk, an automaton of a 
New York stock-jobber, decked out with the robes of a Bank President, and $500,000 of his 
promises to pay put afloat by his guilty colleague, among the farmers and traders, affirming 
on one day mat his concern was solvent, and the next teUing their confederate, Hoyt, that he 
could only hold out for a week, and waited the New York stock-jobber's orders, whether he 
should shut shq>, or go on paying in cents and sixpences, out of a $1400 fund. Boyd, he 
says, would have advanced him some money on a drsift on Barker, but as Wing had brought 
him news that Barker was hard pressed, he would not draw on him. Did he warn the thou- 
sands who were exchanging property for his bills, that he might have to stop in a week 1 
Oh. no 1 He had, in efl^ect, stopped already. 

On the 25th of June, he wrote Hoyt that, unless compelled, he would not stop till Barker 
directed him to do so. On the 26th (letter 23), he sent his own note to Baird, by Hoyt, for a 
loan of $4,000, for the bank, secured by 26 other notes, bank property, value over $10,000— 
adding, " You may rely upon it that the bank CAN AND WILL continue its redemptions." 
Compara this assertion wim his funds, the bank debts, and his statements on the two previous 
days. Could deception go farther 1 How did he find out, on Thursdayi that it was dishou- 
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Jackson, in those measures of madness and mischief, during the wan about 
the national treasure and currency, which ended in a public bankruptcy, by 
which 500 millions of dollars of debt were blotted out with the sponge of the 
statute, and wide spread ruin and misery entailed on many thousand of our 
most thrifi^, frugal, and trustworthy citizens. 



CHAPTER XII. 



The love of mon^ is the root of all evil ; which while some coveted after, they have erred 
from the faith.—! THmctky, vi. 10. 

Goo. Wright endorses his old comrade ai Sandv HilPs Candor and hUemiiy /-^ 
<< Ask my brother ij I be a thie/,^^ — Value of Paper Enactments against But-^ 
lerizers.'^O* SttlUoan tfi the Review tries to whitewash Butler. — Barker^s 
Exchange Bank^ and other humbugs. — He^ Van Bwren^ and Butler strong for a 
National Bank, — Van Bwren lectures Folks in the West about Bank Uorrup^ 
tions ! — Butler^s Bank goes downy and he goes off to Albany and re-joins his old 
partner. 

In Senate, February, 4, 1834, General Jackson had sent a message, with B. 
F. Butler's report, as attorney-general, for the removal of the agency for paying 

orable to deceive Boyd ; and on Saturday, that he might safely deceive, not Baird only, bat 
all to whom that gentleman might exhibit his letter 1 

On the 238th of June, Barker writes in the N. Y. Evening Post, " The bank has not stmmed 
payment— it will not stop payment — which please promulgate." On the 30th, Hoyt publuhed 
part of a letter, full of lalsehood, in the Alnany papers. On the 3d of July, BnUer wrote to 
nim, " Your extract was well timed." Turn to No. 25, page 159, for Butler's statement thus 
circulated. After puffing himself, he says, " When there were more calls than he could satisfy 
with his own hands, he called in his neighbors to assist him in paying, and when there wei« 
more than all could attend to, he requested those persons that came with the bills, to lay them 
down, and take as many dollars in specie as they left in bills" — in other words, to help them- 
selves. " Sell all the goods you can for these notes " sa^ Mr. Butler, through the press, and 
this after ftiil consultation with his confederate in this fraudulent, cheating concern. At the 
same time he was threatening those who sent up a few dollars, refusing his own notes in 
payment of a debt due the bank, and only paying a few hundred dollars a day to transient 
favorites, and none at all to bankers or broKers, though " there were thousands of men and o. 
paper there." (page 158). 

His letter to Hoyt, to try to get from Mr. Van Rensselaer, the young Patroon, a fhvorable 
account of his bank, " though he did not pay him," is a master-piece of knaver>'. He kept 
drinking intoxicating liquors with the patroon, for two or three hours, before the bank 
CLOSED, behind his bank counter, and in sight of his customers, and got him in this way to 
take back to Albany nearlv$500 of his W. and W. notes, for which I dare say he never after- 
wards got 40 cents to the collar. 

I paid the " poor and needy" in his presence, says Butler— and if we get his opinion prais- 
ing our bank, " I dare say it will pass current, and be a legal tender in your Dutch metropolis, ' 
and it would answer for circulation, &c." If Butler, taught at the rum-shop in infancy, and 
by his tutor and partner, Van Buren, in youth, was thus accomplished in knavery in 1619, ai 
S4 years of age, what must be his proficiency m 1846, in his 51st winter, as distrfct attorney 
of the United States for the commercial meti'opolis of America ! ! If, at 24, he could cover 
with the mantle of h3rpocrisy, and a pretended zeal for " a faithful and respectable minister," 
" the stated preaching of the gospel" at Sandy Hill, and the cry of " How can those escape 
who neglect so great salvation !'^— the avarice that usually besets men in old age, are not that 
commercial public to be pitied, who have to do with the attorney who, when hunting down 
the merchants of New York, in 1838 to 1841, made the ftwtunes of marshals, clerks, naval- 
officers, surveyors, collectors, and district attorneys 1 It would almost seem as if Price and he 
had understood each other in 1837-8. 

Mr. Butler's party paper here, the Morning News, having complained that his letters are 
garbled, X offer, as a specimen of the omissions, to supply the blanks in letter. No. 16, page 
156, to Barker. After "Dear Sir, *•••*»» read "ihave written you very frequently lor 
the four days past but knowing that you will have a desire to hear from me as often as poesi- 
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pensions to revolutionary officers from the United States Bank. Mr. Clay 
remarked that he had no confidence in Butler's opinions while he remained 
within the pestilential atmosphere of Washington, as Jackson would dismiss the 
officer who might (like Duane) dare to difier from him. Mr. Silas Wright 
(though at Sandy Hill during part of Butler's fraudulent hanking movements 
there, and aware of his efforts to deceive the public in the Washington and 
Warren Bank concern) replied, that Butler " was not to be affected by any such 
influence, for he was a man of INTEGRITY, truth, and candor^ [ ! ! !] and 
would not give an opinion which he did not in HIS conscience believe to be 
right." 

If his conscience was as elastic as his correspondence indicates, in 1819, what 
must it have become in 1834 1 Should it be his tate, hereatter, to miss a high 
place in the sanctuary above, old Beelzebub might very safely install him as 
principal sub-treasurer below. The ex-president of the Washington and Warren 
Bank will assuredly hold on to the dollars. In view of his management in 1819, 
a clever writer in the Tribune "asks the question, not to wound the feelings of 
the descendants of a lapsed apostle, whether it is probable, had Mr. Butler 
been one of the Twelve, Judas would have gotten that money 1" 

It appears that he expected a small sum in specie, perhaps 1,000 to 4,000 
dollars— 60 to 2401bs — ^and we find him trying to deceive one of the carriers, 
that others might be deceived through him. " He [Baker] and every body 
else thinks I have tons of it (specie) on the way," and if he will not stay for 
it, " tell him there will not be a load until next week." President Polk has 
been long and well aware of this deception ; so have his cabinet. Butler 
remains in office ; and is it too much for me to ask the public whether, when in 
the face of these facts and his extortions as district attorney, exhibited in the 
report of thu commissioners appointed by the late President, he holds on with- 
out a syllable of complaint from Press or President, such conduct is approved 
in the highest quarters, and Butler held forth as a pattern for less &vored 
incumbents in office 1 As to penal laws, against such as him, they are altogether 
visionary. Hoyt's and M'Nulty's, and similar cases, in point, show that, with 
one essential difference — they were removed. 

On the first of July, Butler issued an official statement to the public, through 
the Sandy Hill Hmes^ in which he very solemnly avowed his knowledge of the 
fact, as presiding officer, that " THE BANK IS ABLE TO PAY all its debts 
[quoting^scripture] ' to the uttermost farthing.' The debts due to the bank 
amount to more than double their notes in circulation, and their debts ARE 
PERFECTLY SECURE."* 



Me during my present circumstances, I seize every method of conveyance to give you the 
earliest infonnation of my concerns." Instead of the second * * • * * read, '* The remittance 
of S2,000 in current bills by Capt. Wiswall, on Saturday afternoon, took all the notes of that 
(description which were then on hand. I have received during the two days past about S1500 
in cuirent hills — of that sum I send by one messenger S90C^and by another S250, to Mr. 
Ho}t, to he converted into specie>-and I have, since the arrival of Mr. iGrilchrist with the notes 
from the Mechanics and Farmers' Bank, directed him to exchange them into the notes of diat 
bank, and to make them advance the specie. If that cannot be done, and the specie cannot 
be had at Albany, then the bills will be presented at the Troy banks, who will be compelled to 
pay the greater part of them." The words left out where I place the third •♦••♦, are 
" What Mr. Gilchrist will do I am unable to say. I presume, however, he will return with 
the stage to-day." The sense of the remainder is not changed by these omissions, which are 
made to shorten the pamphlet. 

• Thouf h dating his " budget " as he calls it, from the coimter of a dishonestly chartered 
bank, used by a New York stockjobber, to avoid speedy payments, Butler had the aseoranoe 
to talk of " speculators and bank agents," "greedy speculators, and arrogant monied aristo- 
craeiee." la after Hfe he played the same game in a larger theatre, slandering and rifling 
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On the 19th of November he complains, that no poor wight had erer received 
^^ more of public censure and abuse " than himself. ** The credit of the paper 
is very low," and my character is so depreciated at Albany, according to report, 
that but few of my old acquaintances would acknowledge or receive me." 
(p. 163.) How could it be otherwise 1 Had he not labored unweariedly to 
cneat the community, or to allow his confederates to do so 1 If there was 
double the value of the bills afloat in secure, solvent debts, who stoie tfaese 
obligations, so that the bills went down to 50 and 30 cents 1 If the bank bad 
ample means, who plundered it of those means % If the politic, pious, disin- 
terested financier, Butler, advised all who valued his word, in June and July, 
to take the bills at par, and assured them on his hrmor^ that they would be paid, 
and that the bank was good and would stand, what explanation did he give 
when all but a few favorites found themselves cheated and plundered % His 
letters, Nos. 34, 35, 50, and still more especially No. 31, are a queer mixture 
of religion, law, and banking. As his language was in keeping with this pious 
exterior, many must have been deceived.* 

the U. S. Bank, while "the party" were creating Washington and Warren banks by the 
hnndred, humbly to imitate his too sueoessful example. 

In Van Buren's address to the Democratic State Convention of Indiana, he tells the Hoo- 
siers that " the manufacture of paper money has been attempted in every tbnn; it has been 
tried by individuals^ been transferred to corporations by the States, then to corporations by 
Congress, engaged m by the States themselves, and has signally failed in all. It has in 
general proved not the handmaid of honest industry and well regulated enterprise, but the 
pamnered menial of speculaUon, idleness, and fraud. It has corrupted men of the highest 
standing; almost destroyed the confidence of mankind in each other; and darkened our 
criminal calendar with names that might otherwise have conferred honor and benefit on the 
country. There is stron? ground for believins^ that such a system must have some innate, 
incurable defect, of which no legislation can divest it, and against which na human wisdom 
can guard, or human integrity sustain itself." Could he not have gone farther, and added, 
that he and his friends Butler, Marcy, Throop, &c., had done more in the way of this manu- 
facture, corruption, and destruction of confidence, than any other body of politicians in the 
Union 1 

On the 7th of July, Butler wrote Hoyt that he had paid, since the run commenced, over 
$9,000— say $325 per day— that he had more cash now than at first, ** but shall now hold up"' 
— " ought not the public to wait a while % We have crowed full enough." Again, on the 
lOth, " I will rather suffer the pubUc to fret a little than hazard the safety of tkc insUliUkm by 
paying out too fast." Schuyler owed a note— Butler would not take W. and W. bills in pay- 
ment—not he. " He will be sued," said Butler (page 161); and when paying his debw he 
selected bills of an indifferent reputation (page 154), " he had no money but what waj too 
erood for them." On July 14, Butler was " satisfying all fair and proper calls," and abutiug 
Clinton as being " raving mad, beside being a fool." August 34, he was " paying daily, in a 
slow way." Other banks had got his bank notes, and were about to circulate them in quaA- 
titles, when Hoyt was set on with a series of chancery injunctions, but Chancellor Kent thwarted 
him, and refused to enjoin the banks not to circulate. In February. 1830, Barker advised 
him that the W. and W. could no longer afford to pay his salary, anc B. F. Butler rejoined 
his ancient colleague in the law. Van Buren ; being, " with the assistance of Providence, 
fully resolved never again to abandon his profession." He left the bank June 15, 1830, and 
on the 19th the firm of Van Buren d& Butter was ready to do ** anybody's dirty work," with 
Lorenzo Hoyt for a student, and Jesse, his brother, as their Wall street correspondent. In a 
very few years after, Butler was Attomey-General of the Republic, and his partner filled the 
chair of Washington. 

* In a card issued through the Evening Post, February, 1835. Barker said that $300,000 of 
its stock had been received from the debtors of the bank. Why was this done, when it was 
well known that the stock was worthless 1 Who besides Barker had $300,000 to pay in 1 
Was it in this way that the securities for double its bills in circulation went^ If so, what 
could be a baser cheat 1 Stock was no pajrment of debts due the bank till its obligations to 
the public were met, and after that, only at its cash value in the market. 

I noticed the Washington and Warren Bank, in a publication issued in 1843, on which 
Barker wrote me, from New Orleans, an explanatory letter, as follows: 

"As to the Bank of Washington and Warren, yoo, in efltet, cbaras Mr. Van Boivn. lir. BaUvTr and mv- 
Mlft wtth eoiraptinff fh« Lectolamre of New York to proeore the charter of that bank. Mr. Van Boivn wis 
Bot,lBthewholecoaiMOftatUfo,Uu«mi«loM(U)Uartath0Baakof WMhti«lra Asto&ti 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Should JnmcE call to battle, the appUndiag shout we'd raite ; 

A million swonli would leave their sheaths, a million bayonets blazSi 

The stern resolve, the courage high, the mind untamed by ill. 

The fires that warmed our Leader's breast, his followers' bosooM iUl. 

Our Fathers bore the shock of war— their Sokb can bear it still. 

Ode to M of July, 1812, ^ WiiUam CuMem JOrynk 

Van BurtHy Clinton^ Spencer^ Modisanj and the War of 1812. The Caucus,-^ 
Bleecker and Hamilton. — VanBuren opposed to War, — He standi foremost in 
urging Clinton to take the field against Madison. — Injures Clinton and then 
deserts him, — Madison triumphs. — Van Buren joins the victors and bears off 
the spoils. — The true Policy of tlUs Union. — Greai Reformation in the United 
IQnfjdom since 1819. — Vast increase of Popular Influence and Liberal Measftres, 
— Horace Walpole. — Ambrose Spencer on Van Barents cfooked course in 1812. 
CHnton manly^ ahUy honest, — Duane and Spencer gave him good counsel. 

Vaec Bcrbn's history exhibits an absolute disregard to principle, in every- 
thing that has relation to the choice of candidates for President and Vice Pre* 
sident of the United States, or to the mode of their election. On the 22d of 



incorporatton, T wa^ not a party to It, and kD«w nothing about the prngress of the bUl through the Legislators, 
never heard of It, farther than what t read in the newMpnpers, and did not become Interested therein till long 
after Ita incorporation, nor did Mr. Butler accept a siiastinn in U until a year or more after I became Interested. 



The banic was unfortunate, yet Iti depiisiu and circulntlon were paid in fall. Have other failing banks done 
this 1 There was not, to my knowledge or belief, any Interference on the pHrt of Mr. Van Buren or Mr. Batlei 
with the Leglvlatore, or any loembor, in procurini; the act Incorporatinc that bank. Mr. Van Buren may hav< 
boeo a member. How he voted T never knew— presume In the nepitlve, as he, aa well as Mr. Butler and my 



this 1 There was not, to my knowledge or belief, any Interference on the pHrt of Mr. Van Buren or Mr. Batler 

wr, In f " 

';aew— presume tn the nepitlve, as he, aa well as Mr 
IS monted artotoeraclea, tho^ privileged orden. My c 
Denwicracy \% not to be questioned at this iate dny. Mo man sees or hears the name of Jaeoo Barker, who 



with the Leglvlatore, or any loembor, in procuring the act Incorporatinc that bank. Mr. Van Buren may have 
boeo a member. How he voted T never knew— presume tn the negative, as he, aa well as Mr. Butler and my- 
self, nsnaliy opposed the tncnMse of those monted artotoeraclea, tho^ privileged orden. My character for 



does not histantif associate therewith Democracy." 

The facts published in this volaxne are the best reply to such erroneoos statements as Bar- 
ker tried to palm apon the pablio. Van Boren's conduct in getting the charter I have staled 
from the Senate Journal ; and as to the payments to the bill-holders, Butler's letters will show 
that they had a very poor chance of gettmg them. Bills that are paid are not quoted at 25 to 
50 cents in the prices ciurrent ; but, doubtless, when the secunties were so ample, much 
knavery was practised, which will only see the light when the recording angel shall be called 
on to endorse Butler's piety, or refuse a certificate. 

Batler was very saucy to the brokers^they could get scarcely any payments from him^ 
Hovt published his letter in the Albjny papers, calling them " leeches upon the body politic" — 
ana the bankers were not much more lortnnate. By way of retaliation (see Barker^s pam^- 
let), a New York broker hawked about the sti^ets a proposal to contract to deliver Butler's W. 
and W. notes at 80 cents to the dollar, within six montLs. Afterwards, the brokers offered to 
djliver tbem at 50 c?nts. In a few months they came down to 35 cents, and Barker's £x- 
. change Bank bills fell to 10 cents. 

Butler's fall-length picture, and an elaborate memoir, appeared in his (riend O'Sullivaa's 
Democratic Reviao for January, 1839, in which the public are assured that " before he (But- 
ler) left the bank, by zreat exertion and care, its creait was restored, and specie payments re- 
sumed." Far be it from me to call this a lie, but it would puzzle Butler himself to find a 
more appropriate description. 

In Jun3, 1831, afler the W. and W. Bank notes were bought in at 50 to 75 per cent dis- 
count ; then — but not till thin-*did this fraudulent concern recommence again " cash pay- 
ments," which Mr. Barker or his instruments kept up for some vears. The Exchange Bank 
was a dead failure, of which its owner got rid by taking the benefit of the State insolvent 
law. 

In August. 1810, Mr. Jacob Barker issued a pamphlet, a bundle of which he sent to Bntler, 
at San ly Hill, for general circulation. One of these is now before me. It states that Barker 
b2gan his Exchange Bank, in New York, with a capital of S350,000; that it flourished till 
May, 1819— that th3 av3rag3 circulation of its notes was over half a million of dollars— that 
in that month he ceased to pav out exchange noes, substituting Washington and Warren 



(which occasioned the run on Butler, at Sandy Hill)*Hhat from August, 1^18, to May, 1:}19, 
he had redeemed, alpar, 4(582,115 of W. and W. bills, and that he considered the W. and W, 
BiSHk, " FROM TH£; KI^OWLEPQE H£ HAD OF ITS CONCERNS, AS GOOD AS 
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May, 1812, James Madison was nominated by the members of Congress of the 
democratic party — the nomination had Jefferson's approbation. On the 29th of 
that month, and within seven days of the caucus choice of Madison, all the re- 
publicans in the Legislature of N. Y. except four, met at Albany, 95 members 
present — 87 voted to nominate a candidate, in opposition to Madison, and the 
Washington caucus, and De Witt Clinton was unanimously nominated. Gen. 
James W. Wilkin oresided at this State caucus, and Van buren approved and 
supported its choice. He had been for k caucus of Congressmen in 1808 — was 
against it in 1812 — ^fbr it again in 1816, when Monroe was nominated — and its 
leader in 1824 in favor of Crawford. In 1828 he denounced it as unconstitu- 
tional, and in 1832 supported the packed system of Baltimore conventions, ia 
which the people have little influence, and the leaders are everything. In 
1824 he was for putting down public opinion when he thought it would go 
against his nominee, Crawford — and he did prevent the people from electing 
electors of president. In 1826 he had obtained quite a new view, and spoke 
in favor of district elections, and since then the general ticket system has got 
his approbation. He hated and despised the poor foreigner in 1821 apd 
1824. It got to be fashionable to speak respectfully of Irishmen when €rene- 
ral Jackson took the helm — and who had sooner learnt to admire themselves 
and their country in 1829, more than the flatterer of power, Van BurenI 

Crawford was a leading member of the caucus which nominated Madison m 
1812, and R. M. Johnson was iU secretary. Van Buren was then politically 
opposed to him in almost every sense, banking and currency included. Twelve 
years after [1824] he seems to have almost adored him. 

When Van Buren became President, he hastened to appoint Harmanua 
Bleecker, a lawyer of Albany, and former member of Congress, one of the most 
thorough-going opponents of Madison and the war, to be Minister to Holland 
When he joined Jackson's administration, he sent James A. Hamilton, Hoyt's 
correspondent, (pages 205 and 209,) who was so ready to endorse Swartwout's 
doctrine, that, although all the candidates were avowed and acknowledged 
republicans, yet the spoils principle must be adhered to, and office-hol&n 
turned out if they had supported any other candidate than the successful one. 
On this principle, Jonathan Thompson, the chairman or secretary of Old Tam- 
many in 1812, when that society was foremost in the war ranks, had to vacate 
the coUectorship of New York, to make room for Samuel Swartwout, Burr's 
old agent in the Mexican invasion, or dismemberment of the Union ; James A. 

ANY OTHER, IP NOT THE BEST IN AMERICA." ''Because I know the paper te be 
good;^ said Barker, " / rtammefjxd to every man whose good opinion I wish to preserve^ to take 
the notes of the WiMngton and Warren Bank^ and also the nates of the Exchange Bank y for any 
property he wishes to sell. " The notes of the W. and W., payable in N. Y., will, from this 
date, be punctually redeemed at this fEzchange) Bank ; and the otiien will continue to be 
redeemed at the Bank at Sandy Hill." " I confidently calculate that no man will approach 
the polls at the next spring election with a bill [of the Exchange Bank] in his pocket which 
he cannot then convert into money, at par^ if he chooses to do so." 

Time showed that all this was a deception, a fittnd of the most leprehensible character, 
but it did not diminish the close intimacy then subsisting between Hoyt, Butler. Barker, and 
Van Buren. o / » i > 

Butler, Barker, and Van Buren, in those days, were all National Bank men. Barker, in 
his pamphlet, page 18, expesses the opinion, "that, some day or other, the whole banking 
business of the country will be done by a national bank and private bankers ; the fonner will 
redeem its paper with specie, and the latter with the notes of the national bank. If the pre- 
sent Bank of the U. S. should be conducted with ability and pmdenoe, it will be a very pro- 
fitable as well as useful establishment" If a specie currency cannot, or will not be resorted 
to, and if the promises to pav of the nation are not to be used as the circulating medium. 
Barker's idea is certainly mnnitely preferable to 900 paper-issuing factories, beyond all otitor 
control than that of a bankrupt law, and many of than beyond even thai^ . 
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Hamilton took, for a time, the seat of Henry Clay at the head of the depart* 
ment of State, which he soon exchanged for the most lucrative office in the 
gift of the Grovemment, north of the Delaware, that of U. S. District Attorney 
at New York. He gave way in 1834 to Price, a bird of the same feather ; and 
B. F. Butler succeeded on the flight of Price. 

On the 8th of July, 1812, some prominent individuals belonging to the peace 
party in Hudson, Van Buren's residence, published an addresi^, recommending 
a meeting of the party ' for the purpose of denouncing James Madison and the 
WAT.' Ainong other opponents of the war. this address was signed by James 
A. Hamilton, the warm personal friend of Van Buren. 'ine nuason meetmg 
convened and resolved, ^ That the war is impolitic, unnecessary, and disastrous, 
and that to employ the militia in an offensive war is unconstitutional.' 

I do not blame Van Buren ^ because, being of opinion that nothing was to be 
gained by war, in 1812, he supported Clinton, supposing that he would pursue 
such measures as would earlier ensure a lasting peace ; but I blame him and 
his biographers for endeavoring to pursuade the public nowy that he was a Jef- 
fersonian Democrat in 1812, and friendly to the declaration of war, like Clay, 
Duane, Calhoun, Grundy, and the other leading supporters of the administration 
of that day. 

Van Buren, in a letter to E. M. Chamberlain and others, Goshen, Indiana, 
dated Oct. 3, 1840, thus speaks of De Witt Clinton, and 1812 :— 

^' He had, for many years previous, and down to that period, been the leader 
of the Democratic party, in New York. He was the private secretary of his 
uncle, George Clinton — was a member of the Legislature in 1797 and 1800, 
and sustained the Democracy in the ' reign of terror ' against the ^ Black Cock- 
ade ' party. He was chosen U. S. Senator in 1801 by the former, occupied 
by their choice, various public stations in New York ; was in the State Senate 
for several years before the war ; elected Lieutenant Governor by them in 1811, 
which office he still held in 1812 ; acted with his party to that period, in support 
of the measures of the General and State administrations, under Madison and 
Tompkins ; was to that period abused with unsparing bitterness by the Fede- 
ralists, and in return, he applied to them his well remembered description ^ of a 
party who would rather rule in Hell than serve in Heaven.* " 

Van Buren adds, that he supported Clinton in November, 1812, in preference 
to Madison, as being an advocate of war measures ; — and that, <' At the ensuing 
session of the Legislature, which commenced in January, 1813, the politiou 
relations previously existing between Mr. Clinton and myself were dissolved, 
and never again resumed." 

There were 16 States in 1812. New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and Connecticut, went for Clinton 
— 89 votes. Madison got 104. Other 18 votes would have elected Clinton. 
Van Buren doubtless considered that that great man had injured himself deeply 
with the people, for he left him next session, and went over to the party he had 
long opposed, became useful to them in the Senate, and professed to be a very 
sincere convert to the principles and measures of Messrs. Madison, Calhoun, 
Clay, Grundy, Root, Spencer, Duane, Jackson, Rutgers, and the other pro- 
minent advocates of armed resistance to European oppression and misrule. 

His partner and parasite, Butler, in a letter to Hugh A. Garland, March, 1S35, 
says that <* the republicans of the legislature of 1811-12, who brought forward 
Mr. Clinton," had supported Jefferson and Madison <^ in all the great questions ' 
of public policy connected with our foreign relations" — and that Van Buren 
<< was an open and decided advocate of all the strong measures proposed against 
Great Britain during the session of Congress of 1811*12; the war included." Be- 
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fore the election of 1840, Blair told us, in the Globe j the printing presses for which 
were bought and paid for by Van Barents speculating friends in New York, 
(see Daniel Jackson's letter,) that Van Buren wrote the Senate's reply to Tomp- 
kins' Message of 1814. It says that " an admnistratian selected for Us wisdom 
and Us virtues willy in our opinion^ prosecute the war tilt our muUiplied wrongs are 
avengedj and our rights securedJ*^ If Van Buren, in 1811-12, was a decided ad- 
vocate of strong measures and of war, why did he denounce the caucus system 
of which he was so fond in 1S08 and 1824, and which Butler revered when he 
supposed Andrew Jackson was to be put down by it ? Why did he denounce a 
caucus in 1812, join those who sought to put down this wise and virtuous 
administration, whose foreign policy Butler tells us he had approved of, and vote 
with the Hartford Convention men, and the federal States of Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut, for Clinton 1 No one will argue that Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut supported Clinton as the war candidate. If he was 
such, where is the proof of it \ 

That W. C. Bryant,* Dr. Channing, Daniel Webster, and hundreds of emi- 

♦ It is understood to have been the policy of FVance before the capitulation of Gluebec, to 
unite with the Indians, and sunound the English settlements in North America, by a rear 
communication of militanr forts, judiciously placed between her colony of Louisiana and the 
dwellers on the banks of the Sl Lawrence. Some such scheme is now imputed to Britain 
with a view to coerce the United States— and Bonnefouz, in a well written pamphlet, evi- 
dently credits it He sajrs that the Ashborton treaty, which was certainly a very haiti baigain 
to these States, enables England to assume a truly formidable attitude on the northern and 
northwestern frontiers of tEe Union — to stir up the hostile Indian tribes, chiefly west of the 
Mississippi— and, that if Texas was not annexed, England would control the Gulf oi' Mexico, 
scatter her emissaries amonr the Indians all the way up to Michigan, and encircle this repub- 
lic with enemies, sava^ and civilized, who would rise to our injury at her bidding. 

If Republican America remain true to her original design — if liberty, based on intelligence, 
justice, and industry well rewarded, continue to be sabslantially enjoyed by her people, no 
efforts of England, or of England and France combined, can pennanently retard her progieM 
— no railroads, northern colonies, western Indians, or hireling mercenaries, would avail much 
for conouest. France is a compact country, surrounded by absolute monarchies, anu by 
Holland, England, and Switzerland — but was she not stronger against combined Europe, 
when battling for liberty under the flag of free institutions, and confuied within her natural 
limits, than when her frontiers included Italy, Holland, and a great pan of Germany and 
Spain, under the despotism of Napoleon 1 In her struggles for good eoremment, the generous 
and the just, the bold and the brave, everywhere asked Heaven to bless her — ^in her wars for 
annezauon or conquest she became weak, and when I first travelled over her " vine-covered 
fields and gay valleys," she was a captive, her strongholds garrisoned by Englishmen, Rus- 
sians, Prussians, and Austrians, and the imbecile Bourbons and old noblesse tore rule as the 
vicegerents of Mettemich, Alexander, and the baron Castlereagh. in my opinion, respectfully 
offered, as revised and corrected by what I have seen here, the Union runs more risk through 
the exertions of the party in power to extend and perpetuate slavery ; inflict on us the evils of 
an unsound currency ; keep millions of the people degraded and ignorant ; stir up such scenes 
as were witnessed in Philadelphia in 1844, through naiiveism and religious hatreds; borrow 
large sums from foreign nations, spend the monev in a profligate noanner under the sanction 
of sovereign States, and then virtually repudiate tne debts; and omittoentbrce equal laws and 
a pure administration of justice. 

When we sse great nation like Britain, struggling under the heaviest load of puUic debt 
that ever was borne by any people, and yet aceompliBhing, in an a^, many of the nuMt ^gan- 
tie reforms and improvements on which this repuolic prides itseU<— when we see the nund of 
the people eoual to the task of so far subduing an aristocracy, at least as united, powerful, and 
splendid, as thai which issued from the castles and mansions of France into exile and poverty, 
fifty years since, as to ensure to the millions the prospect of a IVee trade with all nations in 
grain and provisioixs, while we lay heavy tajces on foreign producc-^at such a time as this I 
would as unwillingly go to battle with the powerful Briton as with the feeble Mexican. The 
day was when free America rejoiced at every triumph of fVecdom on the old sod. Will it 
never, never come again 1 

Since 1819, Britain has destroyed her rotten borough representation in the three kingdoms, 
and given Manchester, Binningham, Leeds, Sheffield, Edmbuxgh, Aberdeen, Dundiee, Gre^- 
ocK, and other populous conununities a voice in her Parliament. She has put down the 
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nent, learned, and faithful men, of high talents and much experience, were then 
of opinion that a war would not force England to abandon her impressment of 
American seamen and other bad practices, that a continuance of peace would 
strengthen America, prevent immense losses to her commerce then afloat, extin- 
guish instead of greatly increasing her public debt and other burthens, avoid 
much ill-will, and save the lives of many thousands of innocent human creatures, 
is probable enough : but when the war was raging, the national policy decided 
on, and Madison the candidate of the majority, the democracy, the party who 
. were for war, why did Van Buren then urge Clinton on to a contest against 
that majority, whose conduct, he says, in 1814, he had ever approved, and endea- 

usurped borough governments which obtained in her towns and cities; given the towns im- 
proved municipal charters, with the power of electing their majors, aldermen, &c., and im- 
proving the condition of and educating the masses. She has broken down in Ireland the close 
Dorough system, in so much that the proscription and favoritism of old times are at an end, 
and Daniel O'Connell, a Roman Catholic, has been Mayor of Dublin. She has reduced the 
seven cent stamp dutv on newspapers to two cents, mail postage included— and has led the 
way to a reduction of letter postage, charging only two cents for a letter, any distance, charged 
by us yet 5 to 10, and for wnich she formerly exacted 10 cents to half a crown, while we 
demanded 6 cents to 50. She has neither broken down the Bank of England nor a paper cur- 
rency, but she has changed an irredeemable paper circulating medium into gold and silver for 
all sums under $25, and her 625 and higher denominations of bank notes are redeemable 
always in gold at the Bank of England, which is under an efficient supervision, including real 
publicitA', and no safety fund political machinery to mar its usefulness. 

Britam, too, since 1819, has emancipated both protestants and catholics, the latter from 
many grievous disabilities, which had previously made them a discontented, persecuted peo- 
ple ; and the former, when dissenters from the Protestant Episcopal Church, by removing the 
test acts and oppressions which kept Presbyterians, Gluakers, Independents, Methodists, 
in many cases, out of places of power and trust ; has endowed many schools in Ireland, and 
some in England ; encouraged mechanics' institutes, and the spread of scientific knowledge ; 
and lessened the disabilities under which the Jews suffered. She has made many and 
valuable reforms in her colonies ; given the Canadians the local administration of tiieir town- 
ship and county affairs, lent them large sums of money, given them munificent grants for 
canals and railroads, lent them millions and endorsed the loans, and done much to encourage 
their commerce, and free it from ancient shackles. While we are doing our very best to in- 
crease the numbers of wretched, hopeless victims who pine in davcry, and cursing new 
regions of God's earth with that horrid scourge, Britain has paid nearly four hundred millions 
of dollars to blot out African bondage from the face of the earth ; she has greatly improved 
her jury and libel laws, she has humanized her penal code, she has done more than we within 
the last thirtv years to make the civil code clear, distinct, and suitable to the condition of 
society and ner institutions. The cruel restrictions on a free press which banidied manv 
and imprison^ more, are chiefly repealed ; the navigation laws reduced into one act ; excel* 
lent amendments made in many or her courts of justice, as to their procedure ; her stamp 
duties lessened ; and while salt, soap, tea, sugar, coffee, and a thousand other things of more 
or less utility, are either freed from taxation or the tax on them lessened at least fifty millions 
a year, a direct tax of twelve cents per pound is laid on the incomes of all men worth over 1(700 
a year, whether from bank stock or broad acres, but nersons under $700 a year income pay 
none of it. Not long since she took three millions of^ dollars, yearly duty, off American cot- 
ton ; and she prohibits the growth of tobacco in the United Kingdom, giving us the virtaal 
monopoly of suppl3ring her. Under the pnnxMed system of trade, Buffalo and Lockport will 
soon nave as deep an interest in peace with England as Charleston now has. Tlwse, and 
many other changes for the better, including the breaking up of the monopoly of the East 
India company to supply teas, and trade between India and the u nited Kingdom, the reduction 
of the tythe system, especially in Ireland, and the expenditure of many millions on railroads, 
turnpikes^ canals, bridges, and an infinite number of other useful worlis, are only a part of the 
recent reforms. Much has yet to be done — much is accomplished here which the vast debt 
of England, and the faithf\il payment of its interest, prevent her from attempting. But who 
is there that would rush into war to-morrow, with such a people, in order that slaves may be 
worked harder in Texas, their owners, or the dealers in them enriched, and Canada brought 
under the iron yoke of the slave States of this Union 1 My past life is the evidence of my 
sincerity in the cause of human emancipation, but I cannot, and will not subscribe to the 
doctrines of John C. Calhoun and James K. Polk ; and my ]U(^^ent is, that they two 
— ^the North Carolinian in the Presidential chair, and the South Carolinian, whose talents and 
experience mieht long since have enabled him to claim it— desire to pursue in the main, 
one nolicv and that not favorable to human freedom. 
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▼or by federal aid to break down the government at the very moment when 
unity was roost required ? 

In the address of the Republican members of the Legislature of N. T. to 
the electors, dated April 19th, 1815, and signed by Erastus Root, Samuel Young, 
M. Van Buren, Peter Allen, Moses I. Cantine, Aaron Hackley, Peter Stagg, 
John Wells, W. C. Bduck, and others, it is asserted, that << driven to the very vex^ 
of sufferance, our government was compelled to choose between manly resist- 
ance and abject submission — ^between open, determined hostility, and national 
debasement and degradation. The former alternative was adopted ; and on the 
18th of June, 1812, a day which will form a proud epoch in the annals of our * 
country, war was deciarea against Great Britain.'' When our government took 
this manly coarse on a uay wnicn Mr. Van i>uren declares to be a prouu cpcch 
in the nation's annals, why was he found among the enemies of that government, 
the head of which had been nominated for re-election, by a caucus majority in 
Ck>ngres8, a mode approved by him and Butler in 1824, even when adopted by 
only a small minority in Congress to put down Clay, Jackaon, and Adams % Why 
did he oppose Wheaton, Root, Croiius, Sanford, Rutgers, and Old Tammany, in 
November, 1812 ? There is but one answer — to break down the government 
of the day. Was there in N. Y. one enemy to the war, in Nov., 1812, who did 
not take sides with Coleman, Southwick, and Martin Van Buren 1 

Van Buren urged Clinton to take the worst step, so great, so truly noble and 
useful a man could have taken in Nov., 1812 — and, when Clinton failed, he 
basely deserted him whom he had betrayed, and hastened to give in his allegi- 
ance to, and make himself strong upon, the winning side ; puffing the administra- 
tion he had striven to ruin, and lauding it, in 1814, for the very measures on 
account of which he had endeavored to strangle it in 1812.* Clinton failed in 

It is a great error to suppose that the aristocracy of Europe are our enemies. How many in 
France sacrificed everything to liberty ! Did not the French nobility cheer on Dr. Franklin 
in his exertions, and aid not Lord Cliatham and the English liberals encourage the Colonists 
to resist George HI., Lord North, and the Parliament of that day 1 Hearken to Horace Wal- 
pole, the Whig Earl of Orford, as he expresses his feelings to his friend Sir Horace Mann, 
the British envoy at Florence : " PariSf Sqfi. 7, 1775. 

" I am what I always was, a zealot for liherty in every part of the globe, and consiequently 
most heartily wish success to the Americans. They have hitherto not made one blunder, and 
the administration have made a thousand, besides the two capital ones, of first provoking, and 
then uniting the Colonies. The latter seem to have as good heads as hearts, and we want both. 
Instead of being mortified, as I generally am when my country is defeated, I am oomfoit«l 
by findinff, that, though one of very few in England, the sentiments of the rest of the world 
concur with and confirm mine. The people with us are fascinated ; and what must we be, 
when Prtnchmen are shocked at our despotic acts 1 Indeed, both this nation and their king 
seem to embrace the most generous principles— the only faidiion, I doubt, in which we shafi 
not imitate them. Too late our eyes will open." 

The recent speeches of O'Connell show Uiat England may depend on Ireland in case of a 
war by us to sustain an extension of slavery. Can we of America depend on France, as of 
old, to engage in such a cause 1 We ought not to expect iL Nor ought any of our people 
to be deceived with die cry that England and France are worn out, superannuated military 
despotisms. The people there are just as young, and as wide awake to their rights as our 
favorite States of Flonda and Texas, and, if I mistake not, a great deal more sa 

* Cblcf Jattic* Speneer, the bfother-tai-law of ClIntoD, and who rappoiteil Madi«m and the adnlnittralloQ l« 
181S; wboo Van Buren wse dotng more than any other man In ihe Sial*! lo emharraiie the war and iia eupponan, 
wrote a letter to the AVw fTorld, in Aofiut, 1S43, cenearing Jabet D. Hammond for plwrlng the ■ycopbani (n 
he lafal) to Van Buren. Hammoud had been in the conAdence of Clinton and opposed to Van Buren nnd bb Al- 
bany clique ; bttt he wheeled round In 1834, ilie pet banlc year, got the Jodgeehip of a county court, and pulM 
Van Buren'a war aervicee, in hla book and in lettera to tlie newnpapen, probably aa a |{raieftil enulvalrm. 

Judfe Spencer*! remarks on Hammond*! account of Van Buren'a conduct in November, 161S» ate ■« aeaaible 
and lo the point, tliat the reader will be tileaacd with them. 

"^Mr. Van Buren [laya Hammond} on his atrival at Albany found Mr. Clinton entirely destitute of any plan of 

« . ^. .. ^.. .. 1 Mm anhe head of the Bepubltom 

e reralt waa that Republican eioeiora 
iWy, and upon joint ballot, the Cttntoniaii ticket 

, _ _^- _ B cast, and Mr. Hammond nye, ** Of course the 

y W s n Oltli, as of tlMD, voted the Cllntwlta ticket.'* The question is, who cflrcded the snnngemcnt by whieh 
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NoT.y that year, and Van Buren tells us in 1840, that in the session of January, 
1813, the political ties that had existed between them were dissolved and never 
Tesumed. 



lintoa penonaily took any agency In proeuriii|r hU election, or entered into any bargains or 
any act ineoniWtent with his honor. He merely euffered hit name to be need. But, accAd- 
d» Mr. Van Buren was the maeter'«plrit. That Mr. Cllntoii wae an anbitloua maii, U not to 



«8 FedetallHi abaadooed tbt mpportof tbdr own polMnl fHMida, nd whom tbty bad optaly B ontoi l ed to give 
tlHir secret ballotn tti tbelr political opponente, thu enablinf them to triumph 1 

It was n<it Mr. CI talon, for Van Bares found htan entirely d«dtote ttf any plan of c^erationa. Mr. Hammond 
amvringly points oot the mau wfan burigaed with the Fedenliat% who dmve and consummateil the barg..tn. Ci 
was Mr. Van Buren who, bv hU taUntt, addrut tmd MetMif, did Udii and thus " placed himself at the* head of 
tlie RepaWican Mends of Mr. Cllntim In 8«'nate and. to fbet. In the LegUIature.*' Bnt, aecordlnfwto Mr Ham 
moad's political murals, this was all right: and it seems never to have occurred (o tin* sm^lt^-miod»^ man thai 
aqch politicnl baifahia are based on a yittd pis eas ; that Kueh astate PederalKts as Mr. Van Durvn h .d in denl 
wiiJi, wonJd never give an their own •leeion whom they had the power of chonsipg, wtthotit noine nquivaltim 
and what It wai^, was unfolded at ttie next meeitog of the same Lf^tflaiure, in the «]« ctlon of Mr Rufut> King to 
the Btniato of the Uulted States>y the desertion df a sofllclent number of Republican membt-ra to defbat Uea* 
eral Wilkin's elecdM, whom tlie Bepafailcan party had the ^wer to elect. There may have been other cond^ 
tions and stlralatMrfilther unnilftlfedorQnrevealed. 

*• Mr. Van Buwu must have perceived Chat Mr. ainaoa canld aoc bt etoeted Prasldent without the aid of the 
entire Federal party, and that with such aid hl« prospects were slender. Be must have been aware that the ae- 
ceptaaee of that aid would ruin him In the ettimatlon of the great republican party of the Utdou. After the aom- 
InatioB of Mr. Bladison la the acctutom«?d msauer by the Bepubllean members of Coneren, and aAer the declara- 
tkm of war, I then thought and siUi tUnk, thew events had abeulved every friend of Mr. Cliitwn, even tboae who 
had nominated him, from all obligattoii to support him for the PreMency. 

** The oocurrenee of a war with a mtghty nation bad aol been anticipated with eertaintj whon Mr. Cliaton wae 
nomtoated. The declaration of war met the hearty assent of the Republican party. Did it cscApc Mr. Van Bu- 
rea's quick pcreepttoa and rapid combination uf ideas, that on opposition to Mr. Madl«oa*s elecdon and Ms defeat 
would have been a virtual condemnation of the war, declared by hie advice and uuder hie auspices 1 Did it not 
occur to Mr. Tan Buren that our public enemy would regard the d(*feat of Mr. Madison as an expression of pub- 
lic optokM agahMt the war T Wse it not nouirieus that ue Federal party almost aolversally were opposed lu the 
war 7 Under these circumstances a coalition with any ponkm of ihe Federal poity to defeat Mr. Madison and 
elect Mr. Clinton, If successful, would have hen destructive of that ualty of opinion which jx^rvwded the Repnh- 
llcao party, and would have affovded to the eikemy incoBtestible proof of a fatal dlsunkm oroftoion, as rvgarded 
the energetic proeecutitin of the war on our part, which must have been humiliating and Injuriuus. Is it true 
that Mr. Van Bureaus conduct on the Presidential question was hi aecordaoee with the views of die Republican 
party of the state 1 It Is a notorious fact, that hnmediately after the Presidential contest erased, Mr. CUnton 
rapidly declined In the istimation nf the Republicans of the state, and Ui 1815 was removed by a Republican coun- 
cil Oom the mavorairy of New York, the only office he then held. * * * * It nt^er has been ioshtuated or 
aaserted that Bur. Clintoa penoaaily took any r ... 

coinpromlMB, or did any act Inconsistent i 

Ing to Mr. Uammond, Mr. Van Buren ws 

be doubted ; but it was of a high order, and its objects were pnmued by no Ignoble means. He lovifd that popu- 
larity which followed his do-ds, not that which Is run aftn*. He wne no demagogup, and was utterly unfitted, by 
a nobility of soul, for auch self-proaUtutlon. If Mr. Van Bnrea had beea hnbueo with those principles of demo* 
cracy, and that lofty patrioUsro to which ho makes prelensioos ajid for which his adherents gave hhn credit, 
would he Bot, eepeeially after tlie declaratkm of war, have admonished Mr. Oliotixi of the many weighty cqn- 
eideratkins as regarded the public good and his own fame, which forbade a contest for the rresid<'ncy, t^twf'en 
two Republican candidates. * * * * Eventsprovedthatmy motives were pure and honomble; and it has 
beea a BDuroe of great satisfactioo to me, that Mr. CUnton lived to be convinced o1 it. The thought will naturally 
suggest itself to evfry miad— how comes it that I. nearly allied to Mr. Ciintnn, and much mort-lnteiested in uU 
elevation to the Fresldencv, no far aa feelings aie concerned, than Mr. Van Buren, should have taken the view 
I did of tho couiav which ki» own fame and pairiotUm required of hhn ; and that Mr. Van Buret with equal 
meaas of forming a correct opinion, should have come Aenesf/y to an adverst> coneIusi>rti. I consider, and nlways 
have coBiidered, Mr. Van Burra*s conduct on that memorable occasion, aa the greatest political error of bis life ; 
and, I make no doubt, he so considers It himself: his frinids have in vabi aucinptiid to justify or palliate his 
conduct, and any man who can do so efl^tuaUy, would be welcome to hhn.** 

TUs Is all true, and yet we And Van Buren held fqrtb, September 6, 1(06, In the Jithany JIrn*, as being '* the 
nan who patriotically yielded the state prid«; of supporting a citizen of New York for ihe Presidency, in 181:), 

TUt MOaailT IT BBCAMK ArPARXJfT THAT TKK SCPTORT Of Ms. Cu?ITOH IHVt^LVED OlfOSITIOIf TO THK < OCI«- 

Tar, ta supporting the war. • • * The man to whom. It may almost be snici, tlie nait< n owes it, that in 
the tieariy eoual struitgle between the conu-ndins T»nnies in 1818 and 1614, New York was found ni> the ^ide of 
Madison and the country, Instead of befaig seated with her delegatus bi the seerst conclnve of the Har fnni Cim- 
ventlon." 

With many such.vehteles of- falsehood as the jfr^rVt upheM to He boldly, artfully, and tn the adv-c fgeof 
tbeir emjDloy»Ts, paid by them, circulated widely among the pfr'ple, the better to der<>>vr' hero, who e>«r. w n^'er 
mx Van Buren*s elecuun In I8:)6 1 I rttJolced to see the iiatrloiic hem, f.:r stich 1 bplievrd Ij m. triump- ov r he 
enemies of his country, ss described by my old ftlead Croswell, ta whose statement oi facs I g.ive tin lici. cre'tit 

Cbl. Duaae was far more friendly to Clintoa than to MadlHon, but aa th« naUon was on the eve of a war, he 
went, like Ambrose Spencer, for unanimity. In March. ISISt, he said. In the Aurora, '* lie Witt Clinti>n wilt 
not auit the powers that be, he has an ofdnlon of his own. The circumstance of the employment of delepited 
power for the purpose of depressing men who are, on account ut their great talents, or public services, distln- 
lenished in the Dublic view. Is a honible feature la republican government: after sustaining a press in N 
York, after making the depqslu of the public treasury subservient to the lise of a newspaper, employed ;n 
* writing down the Clintons '—it Is probable, therefore, that the whole Influence of the government will be 
directed to prevent the nomination of De Witt Clinton, and this svstom, which holds such men as John Arm> 
atroog and De Witt Clinton up for proscription. Is perftctly consistent with the employment of men without 
any sort of fitness for public duties.** 

In 1RI6, Diiane named Clinton as the true democratic candidate for PreeMenr, but he would not oppose hU 
IMeodUoJ. Monroe. The Mbany JtrguM, by Judge Buel fPeb. ST), **thottiht the chances rather prepondcaitn? 
lu fcvor of Mr. Crawfbrd— a selection which it believed would be cordially acqnieKced in by the n-i«nbl*c*in- of 
Now York.*' A leglalrtive caucus In Pebruary, 1816, at Albsay, tastmeled Uic delt-gMtion from New York h 
Codgiees. to vote for TOmpklna, but aa ilila would have rendered M •ome*s success cenain. Van Bur n >uid sev. 
yal ot hers oohr pn/asssd to approve oTft. It wea not, (likt the Albany tariff Instructions, oaosaip from Wash- 
JugiBB la iMiti to ba acted an. 
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CHAPTERXIV. 

Like some tall diiT that lifts its awftal fbrm* 
Swells fhMi the vale, and mid-way leaves the stomi ; 
Though round its breaM the rolling clouds are spread 
Eternal sunshine settles on its hesHL—OoldsmUh. 

Oknian %jtcttd from the Canal Board. — Elected Governor byacclataation. — 
Christopher Coiks,— Canal Act of 1817.— 7%e Tammany Bucktails.^Cun" 
mnghttm^s Warning. — Justice trampled on for the sake of the spoils, — Peter 
Alkn. — Young and Van Barents Scrwtural Majority. — Who expelled CHn- 
ton? — Col. l^ung and the Canals.— Van Bureu Seif Cotidemned.-^His per- 
scution of Clinton. 

Thr bold and wise determination with which, from 1810 to 1828, De Witt 
Clinton linked his fortune and character with the success of the great canals of 
this State,* and the vindictive opposition with which he was met at every point 
by Martin Van Buren, and his followers and dependants, are matters of history. 
In .1824, while President of the Board of Canal Commissioners, acting, as he 
had always acted, without salary or emolument ; holding no other public office 
in the State ; and the Van Biiren or Bucktail party then holding in their hands 
the reins of government, with a majority of their friends on the Canal Board, he 
was sudden^ and summarily ejected from the Board, although not a whisper 
was heard against the purity and noble disinterestedness of his conduct in that 
highly important trust. This wanton attack upon his feelings roused the whole 
State— the slanders of the Butlers, Croswells, and their allies, could not prevent 
the manly and the generous of all parties from perceiving their jealousy, in- 
eratitude, and malignant enmity— and at the next election for Governor, De 
Witt Clinton was borne to the seat which his honored uncle, George Clinton, had 
so loi^ and so worthily filled, by the acclamations of the people — ^his majority 
over Col. Young, the candidate of those who had expelled him, having been 
nearly 17,000. How an act like this atones, in the minds of goc^ men, for 
many popular errors ! How the memory of such a deed of justice warms the 
•oul to new exertions for enlightening and bettering the condition of society ! 

* De Witt Clinton benni volontary testimony that Christopher CoIIm, an eminent and lagacloos enfineer, 
ftom Iieland. ** was the first person who sofisetted to the gov&nment of the slate, the canals and Improve- 
ments on the Ontario route. CoUes was a roan of sood character— an ingenioiis mcchaniciao, and well skilled 
in the mathematics.** This suggestion was made before 1784. in which year the lepislamre referred his plans 
to a committee ; next year a public appropriation ot juat $1% was made to enable him to survey the ronte. 
which he did, and published a pamphlet favomble lo a canal. "No one can say how far we owe the occa- 
sion,*' of celebratini; the union of the Atlantic and the great lakes [observes C. D. Golden J. '* to the ability with 
whieh he developed the great advantaises that would result from opening these communications with the 
lakes— to the clear views be presented of the facility with which these rommunlcatlons might be made— and 
to the activity with which he fur some time pursued this object" Colles planned the cunals— Clinton, the 
giandsoo of an Irishman, kept the pnlillc attention fixed upon the advantages which would result from them, 
luul never forsook the gieat object he had in view, till N. Y., tmder his direction and guidance, had completed 
them. Pulton, the son of an Iiiihnian, devised and carried into opemtion the scheme wher«by ocean, lake, 
and river are navigated by steam, in connection with the canals. Thus it is that the Union u cemented, and 
man made the friend of man. Cowpcr observes, that *' Mountains interposed, make enemieit of nations, who 
had else, like kindred drop», been mingled into one.*' 

The Mil* committing the i>i \to to construct the canals, became fe law in the session of 1817. In Auembly 
there were 64 yea^, " principally, il not entirely of the friends of the nominntion of Mr. Clinton and (he fede- 
ralists,*' says Htimmond. " Tlie 3C noes were chiefly his opponents.** Van Buren may have been friendly to 
the measnre, or be may not. Why was he so vindictive towards the mun whom, when dead, he acknow- 
ledged to have been the ment.s of its accomplishment 1 Why did he expel Clinton from the canal board) 
Why did the presses of his party try to undervalue the undertaking 1 Tammany Hall xent representatives to 
the Assembly who were the deadly opponents of the canals. Among the insignia of the Tammany society 
was a partot a deer's uil wurn iu the hat. Hence the name of Bucittalis. clven to and assumed by Bniler 
'page 1(0, Na 37). Van Buren, nnd the enemies of Clinton and his canal policy generally. Even when Van 
fiuren Joined In the nomination of Clinton for Governor, he acted with his usual duplicity, for, says Hammond, 
he " wished to create a council which should be nominally Clintonlan, but which, at the same time, should be 
nelly hostile to the Governor.*' Ho snrreeded, and the moment it was chosen wrote to a iHend ifiOoliUDbii 
coonty, •' All it safe Seymour 1 Seymow ! . Beymoor !*' 
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For what sin, since committed by those electors or their fore&thera, hav« such 
intnguing, cold-hearted, artful partisans, as a Van Buren, a Wright, a Throopr 
and a Marcy, been since placed in the elevated station which this great man once 
adorned? Perhaps it was to render more striking, the difference between men 
merely popular, and those noblemen of nature ^r, if ye will, of civilisation), 
who leave the impress of their worth on the earth and the dwellers therein. 

On the 12th of April, 1S24, the Assembly received from the Senate, a resolo* 
tion to which their concurrence was requested, for the immediate removal of 
De Witt Clinton from the office of Canal Commissioner. 

Mr. Cunningham, of Montgomery, warned the House against becoming a 
partner in the ungrateful deed. His eloquent speech I take from Hammond's 
History: 

" I rise,'* said Mr. Cunningham, " with no ordinary feeling of surprise and aalonishmaot at 
the lesolation just read, as coming from the Senate. Sir, it is calculated to rouse the feelings 
ot' every honest man on this floor. Its very approach was marked with black ingratitude and 
base design. For what good and honorable purpose has this resolution been sent here for con- 
currence at the very last moment of our sessiiun 1 Is it to create discord among os, and de- 
^ruy that liarmouy and good feeling which ought to prevail at our separation 1 We have 
spent rising of three months in legislation, and not one word has been said, iatimating a desire 
or intention to expel that honorable gentleman from the board of canal conunissioners. Sir, 
he was called to tnat place by the united voice and common consent of the people of this state, 
on account of his peculiar and transcendent fitness to preside at that board, ana by his counsel 
stimulate and forward the great undertaking. His labor, for years, has lieen ardent and un- 
ceasing for the public good ; he endured slander and persecution fnim every direction, like a 
Christian martyr; but, steadfast in his purpose, he pm^sued his coorHC with a firm and steady 
step, until all was crowned with success, and tlie most ardent of his oppo^ers sat in sullen 
silence. For what, let me ask, did Mr. Clinton endure all this 7 Was Ufar ike sake of a taiarp 7 
No, sir; it was for the honor and welfare of his state ; U was from nMe and fOtriaiicmMiveSiJiMr 
vfkick he asks nolAiu^f nor did he esatect aniftkin^ bui ike graiiUkde ofhisUUow<Uistns. Now, tfr, I 
put the question to this honorable House to decide, upon the oath whicn they have taken, and upcni 
their sense of propriety and honor, whether thev are ready, by their votes, to commit the ain 
of ingratitude 1 What can we chaiige to Mr. Clinton 1 What can we say he has been guilty 
ot; that he should be singled out as an object of state vengeance 1 Will some friend of this 
regolulion be kind enough to inform me 1 Sir, I challenge an inquiry ; I demand from the 
supporters of this high-handed measure, that they lay their hands on their hcaru, and answer 
me truly for what cause is this man to be removecl 1 I dare assert, in mv place, that his doings 
as a canal eommissiener are nnimpeached, and unimpeachable, and such as have even elicited 
the plaudits and admiration of his political enemies. This, sir, is the ofiicial character of the 
nian whom we now seek to destroy. I hopg that this House will pardon me, when I freely 
declare my opinion that this resiolution was engendered in the most unhallowed feelings of 
malice, to effect some nefarious secret purpose, at the expense of the honor and integrity of 
this Li^slature. However hard it may seem, it is the irresistible impulse of my mii^. Mr, 
Oinhn is not in the poUUcal market; tic reposes in the shades of honoimble retirement; he 
(jsksfor no fifiee, and possesses none Iml Xhe one o/whUh he is <^ont to be stripped. The Senate, 
it appears, have been actuated by some cmd and malignatit passion, unaccounted for,* and have 



* To •how bow dead to evef y other feeling, save that of baodiM tofether for party plunder, Van ] 

Ms haad of spollsinen were. I offer the following eases. Until 1823, a Chunell of Appotaunsat, eleelsd by the 
House of Aaeembly, cootrolled the ufficlal pntronnj^ of the state of N. Y. This OouacU was aaanally ehosea, 
--J ._ ... ,.,. » .. .. --__ ...__ . . _^ ... „.,^ '7 3W51 



«id la Feb., 18M. when th« IIuu«e met, Peter Allen* fhmi. Ontario eoonty, took his neat, with only 2 
to the excliuton of Henry Fellows, who hud 3723. In Pennlngtoa, printed ballots, mariied ** M§mrw Felkiwa,** 
hi ftiU, were used ; and with the town clerk was flled the ceroAcale of votes, with the Bame also (a ftill ; bat 
ia the dnplleate tent to the county clerk It wA written " /fern. Fellows.** Well knowtaf that the liorty niae 
vulsa wen for Mr. F., the oumipt and fraudulent Herk rdeeted them, as the rs|ecllon woold mum ANea, 
thowh he had the fe%vest votes. In the Assembly. W. A. Daer presented the petlUoa of Felkms, oAsriaff 
pKnilhat he was and that Allen %vas not a member, and desiring that Justice might nt ones be done the eoanty. 
Allea was asked if ha had any statement to make to the contrary, bnt lie was silent. Fsllowa beloofed lo the 
Metal party ; Allen to the bucktnlls. When a prellmlnaiy question waa to be taken on Aliea'a ease. It was 
otijecled that he ought not to vote where he had a personal Interest ; the Speaker decided that he cottM vole ; 
M »ppeal wnM made to the flouse, and the Bpenker decided that Allen could vote on that too. Psrties wets 
M very equally divided, thai if the nppntntlng pnwer or eonncti conlit ho voted for, white Allen had the seal, It 
would be Van Kurrnish. hiirktali, dcinocmtic ; hut If jiutic<» were first done, and Fellows put la Alton's plaee, 
the fedefalbu would elect the eonncU. They therefore onpmfMt steadily all action as tti Fallow^ till All«n*s 
vole hod •ecnred (thiengh Perley Kcyes, ac), for their (Henda, the rontml of (he oflteea throoshoai the slaleu 
fcr 1811^ sad nasi day appointed a eooimlttee on elections with a bncktall majority, who ananliwialy nwsiM 
the seal lo Fellows, oa ao other evidence than that which was befeie the Henss as day It ast, and wihkh llm 
wetihtosspsity tool, Alton, had aotfhsagntasayed; thsBoMatliSB vstodAltaaoaiaMlfMlMwt^lAiDrl. 
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made a nuh upon this House, and taken ub on surprise. The resolution may j^; but 
if it doles, my word foh it, we are disgraced in the judgment and good sense of an injured but 
inteffimt community. Whatever the fate of this resolution may be, let it be rememberecl 
thatair. Clinton has acquired a reputation not to be deb-troyed by the pitiful maltoe ot' a few 
leading partisans of the day. Wnen the contemptible party sdriies of the hour shall have 
passed bv, atid the pditkal oarsainers andpL^glerSy v^ho now hang round this CupM for subsisl- 
ence, shall be overwhelmed ana forgotten m their own insignificance— when the gentle breeze 
shall paas orer the tomb of that great man, carrying with it the just tribute of honor and 
praise which is now withheld— the pen of the future historian, in better days and to better 
times, will do him justice, and erect to his memory a proud monument of fame, as imiiffiiha<* 
ble as the splendid works which owe their origin to his genius and perseverance. This vutc 
is probably the last that will be given this session, and I pray God it may be such as will nut 
disgrace iia in the eyes of our constituents." 

Give me a Cunningham and a Clinton for " Native Americans !" Sueh meQ 
will always know how to treat aright foreigner and native, friend and foe. Of 
suoh natives as them any land might be proud. Cunningham's heart was in the 
right place. 

The Assembly concurred with the Senate, 64 to 34. Among those who 
▼oted to expel Clinton thus summarily, I find the names of H. Wneaton, now 
envoy to Berlin ; A. C. Flagg, now Comptroller ; General James Tallmadge, 
Isaac Pierson, and Thomas Hyatt. Among his friends were Messrs. Barstow, 
James Benedict, Campbell, Cooper, John Crary, Furman, McCrea, Isaac 
Riggs, Thorne, Whiting, Tredwell, Ezra Smith, and Wilkin. 

Addresses and resolutions in honor of Clinton were signed on this occasion, 
by M, Clarkson, W. Bayard, P. Hone, T. A. Emmet, N. Fish, W. Few, C 
P. White, S. Whitney, Preserved Fish, C. D. Colden, T. Eddy, R. Bogardus, 
John Rathbone, and C. G. Haines, New York ; and by John Tayler, James Mc- 
Kown, William James, J. H. Wendell, Chandler Starr, Hammond, the historian, 
Gideon Hawley, Isaiah Townsend, T. Van Vechten, E. Jenkins, S, M. Hop- 

Van Bnren was then s mnstor and attorney geneml. and his party, lo a man, supported this i^at wroiif , and 
their preesea upheld it. How little of democracy, of Justice, of the spirit of free institutions there was lo these 
proeeedings, the onol and candid reader Is left to judge. The evidence was read openly and was entirely docn- 
mentary ; the proofs were clenr and not {^insayefl, yet the real representative was shut ost till iheraala bail- 
ness of the session was achieved vnjustly ; nAer which the bncktalls, to a mHOi adnUtted their own dlshoaeit 
rondnct by votlnf ant the Intruder almost unanimously. "The democrats in the Assembly,** says the ?f. Y. 
Eveahig Post of F»b. 82, ** support the Speaker in declaring he will not be bound by the rules of the House ; 
they elMoee the executive branch of govern men t by inean!* of the vote of a man, who they theroselves, after his 
vole has been elven, acknowledge had no Ini^incss there, but whom they had first iiermlttail to declare, by his 
own vote, that be had ; they published an antwer to the GovenHnr*s speech which waa never accepted ; and 
lastly they iay such a piytceednra Is, In the opinion of tliis House, unoonsUtuiional and Illegal which Is so fhr fVom 
the truth, that directly the contmry appears on the face of their own Journals. A true specimen of unnainLin 
democracy.** Van Buren would have lost his office of Attorney General had hia party acted honesUy as jndges 
in this case. 

Hammond. Avho, In many thbigs, dlsplaya, to my mind, real Independence of character ; althougli Judge Bpi'n- 
eer, taking Hammond'a own doctrlnea ae a test, seems tn uliow tbat lie was not always so ; gives another Peter 
Allen case In flie Senate In 1817, in wbicii Young and Van Buren cut a wretched figure aa judgea. it is this : 
In the Western Dtotrict, two senators were to be chosen—one fur foot years and aaoilier for tme, by eon elec' 
tkMi. By law, he, of the two choeen together, wlio has the most votee. siu four yean— the uilier, one. It was 
dieputed which of tlie two elected had most votes— the dispute referred to a committee— who reported, that I5/)09 
vtites were fiven for Isaac Wlleon-~that 14,985 w<'regiveii (or Jediah Prendergast, 01 for Jedediah Prcnderga^t, and 
10 fhr Jed. Prendergast. Forty-two of tlie electors who spelled Jedediak swore, to the fatlyfacilon of the eenate'a 
commHlee, that they had taiteiided Jeditk, and these 4a added to the 14,085 who had s{)elled the name right. 
mode ]S,Qc2r, or 18 more than W'tlinn, saying uothiiig of ihe other 59, which It waa clear were also Intended for 
PremleivaBt. The committee also reported that Wilson bad not alleged that there was a Jedediah Pren- 
dergtal in the diatric»-^and, of course, tiiat Jediah P. ought to sit fur four yi-ars ond Isaac Wilson for oite. Could 
there be two u|dnk»8 on auch a question 1 There were. Van Buren rose In his {dace and urged hie party lo 
can the feweat votea the most and give the lone term to Wilson— and Samuel Young produced the AiWe, and said 
there were hi It both Jediah and JededUih, and hence hs would say that Wilson had tlie niotit votce. Van Bn- 
ren** pnrty (an but Waller Bowse) went whh Jiim in favor of Wilsou, 13 lo II. The two Pnmdergasta and 
Wilson did not vote. Lawyem Camine, Van Buren, Young, Roger Skinner, and Ogdeii were hi the majority— 
and when we Me the faliier acting thus openly, can we wonder at seeing his profligate son cvrslng, betting, M">* 
bttnf, fighUng tn tlw courts, and using Marcy's mock messages to moke money by, as a Wall atreei vtockjobber t 
The only WtUder la, that N. Y. should apfx^nt such a person her attorney general, as if demoeraey eon<faiied In 
admhilatering public justice through the most pmflieate chnruct^ in the community. Well mljrh' Ifnmmond say 
(Vol. I., p. 464) that ** it would have been mon* cnwlitable to Young and his friends to have voted without arguing.'^ 

Boger Skhiiier*R political character may be guessed at from bis letter to Hoyt, In page 197, of the Obrrespon- 
dencei to tHe tpring of 18SI, I fina heard of him from an old friend. Dr. Shaw, of the Albany Academy, who 
InvMed ma to hn pw a um nt n public dhmer given to Archibald Mclntyre, the able, IndeAitlgable, and bicorrapH- 
Mn laaaipltoller of tlia atata, whoto Sklnaer and his council had just removed from office, on th« iteplt priM^N* 
thMM wwtnn lMMiN» too fr«M ft «liwk i«on nctfiV^Hleinocin^ 
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kins, and Alfred Conckling, Albany. The malice of his enemies must have 
injoriously affected their insulting bai^ain of the State, which was to be deli- 
vered to the minority caucus for Uraw^rd next November.* 

Clinton's expulsion was proposed in the Senate, by John Bowman of Monroe, 
and r voted for by ({(^ Silas Wright, now Governor — ^Walter Bowne, since 
Mayor of New York — fjf^ Charles £. Dudley, successor to Van Buren as U. 
S. Senator — {J9> Jonas Earll, junior, Canal Commissioner, P. M. of Syracuse, 
ftc. — (j(Jr»Heman J. Reddeld, whom Wright wanted Clinton to make a Judge — 
(}g^ Edward P. Livingston, Van Buren's candidate for Lieut. Governor — 
^ji^ Judge James Mallory, for whom Marcy had such tender feelings, fp- 199, 
no. 140.] — (jf^ Perley Keyes, the political schoolmaster of Silas Wright*— 
&^ John Lefferts, from Long Island — {jf^ Bowman, the mover — (jf^ James 

Burt — 09* Byram Green — fl(§» James McCall — flcj* Greenly — (jf^ • 

Haight— -^ Col. Farrand Stranahan — (jf^John Sudam— ^ Stephen Thorn — 
g(^ Melancthon Wheeler — 0^ Sherman Wooster — and ^9* General Jasp^er 
Ward, who did not wait to be expelled the Senate, as his history will tell 
Some of these men may have acted without thought, but the Wrights, fiowoes, 
Dudleys, Earlls, Stranahans, and Wards, knew what they were about.' As 
Wright says to Van Buren, they did not want to do " journey work," like the 
Feds. It wouldn't be their fault if they failed to seise the sooilfl. When this 
vote was given, Marcy was Comptroller — his &ther-in>law, Knower, Treasurer 
— ^CrosweTl printed for the State, and manufactured " opinion " for the retail 
presses of the party. The men who went this length would have enacted 
*< Joseph's brethren " in Genesis, or driven Mordecai from the kine's gate, as 
we have it in Esther. Bowman got the Rochester Bank charter that season. 

* CdIomI Tauiik was Clltitoii*f sticrestor, ita the l6a<IiDK member on the etitwl boaH, and approved of bit 
nnjnst removal. UuUke Clinton, however, the Coronel served for pay. and the eooinlsslon, Inalaad of helaf . 
as li ought, composed of man of vartoos poUiiss aad high character, deganerafesd too tnnch into a mere party 
machine, to enrich the political leaders and their clcctloocertng depemlcnU. Marcy wrote In the Troy Budget, 
and Cruewell in the Annis, censarlnc Clinton's canal policy. When It wit« seen th.it n few years wonld com- 
plete the work, CUnton, who, with Thomas Eddy, R. R. Livingston, W. North, ft. IM Witt, S. V. Rensselaer, 
and 6. HbfTia, had wigad on, and reported In fhvor of the ISm roote, 13 years lietore, was turned obI, that the 
glory might ha an undivided halo, encircling only Van Buren's bfuivs. 

While on the Canal Board, on which be had a seat as early lui 1815. Young, in 1825, wrote, iilgned, and 
presented to the legislature a report, in his offichil capacity, stating his bellet*. that a parallel canal, or double 
locks the whole distance, alongside tha Erie canal, woald soon be Indlspensabla— that the canala would soon 
pay eir their debt and yield a great vevMiue besides— and that other slates would profit by the laudable exam- 
ple of N. v.— that within ten years the tolls would probably be tripled, and (if not rednc^d) might, in lass 
tlian fiAy years, amount to $10,000,000. When reminded of this report lately in Senate, he remarked that even 
now the tolls on the canals would be five millions had they not been reduced. Why then, aak^ Oeneial 
Clark, did you slate in 18a9i in your report on finance, that *' Ubnian government is, as it always has baan. 
the grave of prodnctive Industry :— that every step It takes in endeavoring to carry on works of labor of aay 
kind. Is atfanded with sacrifice and waste to the community, and sinks It deeper and deeper In debt -.—that die 
songs of * internal Improvement* are libels on the laws of God, and a deadly mildew upon the happiness aad 
prosperity of man !— 4hat, with reference lo canal loans, ice, a eonwntioa will he called, which will ha In 
stnieled to raotianiBe and remodel our prostrale constitution : and which convention will repudiate tha debt ; 
will aAx tha imprass of infamy upon past profligate laws ; and erect new barriers for the lUture!~that tha 
community has been abused and deceived, for years, by the constant reiteration of the fhlsrhood. that the XHa 
and Champlaln canals were enriching the state, whereas, it Is a trxith within the reach of all, that so te flum 
having paid the coat of their constmctlnn. there would be now a debt against them, had th«y ttot raealvad tha 
aid of the auctloa and salt duties of $9,450,009 1" 

Oa tha nth of August, Young's report, above quoted, appeared In full In the Albany Argus, the editor of 
which said. '• That this Is a most able and powerfht document no one will deny." Of course he did not say 
that he concurred in all iu positions. ^ 

When Young's Internal Improvement Report of 1935 appeared, it was followed by a bill in the Seaate Ibr 
the awrey of h new canal routes, including the Chenango, Black River, and Uenesea Vailev—yet in a few 
years thereafter, he denounced the Chenango canal, alfirmlng that Pennsylvania and New York " had bean 
forced by the demagogues of each, into the hostile attitude of profligate rivalry ; and each has been recklessly 
goaded alaog by the bloody lash of Internal improvemeaL" 1 ought to state harp, that, in 1835 and 1836, be 
elftrad aw able oppoaltlon to tha bills for constructing the Chenango and Genesee Valley CHnal»— and that,' in 
his raportof 1S30, hashowed that the Chenango canal would rost over a miiUon of dollars, and that iu reve- 
nue would not pay. either for interest, repairs, or even superintendence, but give value to the lands of specu- 
Uton at the public cost. In the lata discussions in Senate, on the extravagant expenditures on the canals, 
Mr. Wright eald. and. I think, truly. " Let there be oompeUtlon in labor, not In mere party fealty. Thla bosl- 
Bast oTi^ialra, ofiapaWng tha canals, had become a party machine, pat lii opmtionjnsibefora election, aa^ 
haace theinarwaa oraxpanditures." Another senator. Putnam, showed that $500,000 had been paid Ibr 
aeglacU to Ihlfil eontimcts, in giTlag which it appeara there is enough of favoritism. It seems that two or 
ihiaamimoasofOiaeanalfuidahatapasMdthi««chToaBg'a haadi: Imtl hear afaoeaaa la which ha haa 



fi4 IN tt» BB CURSED RIM WHOM IK DEATH HE BLfiiSBH. 

Was there a baigain to immolate Clinton and raise Crawford, connected wtdi 
diat sale of die public patrimony^ also ? 

Jedediah Morgan, John Cramer, and Archibald Mclntyre (not the comptroller) 
were its only opponents ! They may well feel proud of it. 

Allow me to change the scene to 1828 — Clinton in his coffin, and Van Boren 
in Washington, thus addressing the members of Congress relative to the 
deceased : — ^^ The high order of his talents, the untiring zeal and great success 
with which those talents have, through a series of years, been devoted to the 
prosecution of plans of great public utility, are known to you all. * * * The 
greatest public improyement of the age in which we live, was commenced under 
the (raidance of his counsels, and splendidly accomplished under his immediate 
auspices. * * *The triumphs of his talents and patriotism cannot fiul to become 
monuments of hieh and enduring fame. * * * I am greatly tempted to envy 
him the mve with its honors." 

How like unto Balaam's conduct when Balak sent his princes to induce him to 
curse Israel, [Numbers xxiii.] was the politic Van Buren's ! Balaam wished to 
curse but durst not. *' How shall I curse whom God hath not cursed? How shidl I 
defy whom the Lord hath not defied ? Let me die the death of the righteous j and 
let my last end be Hke his /''* What a commentary upon 1824, was the funeral 

* In 1819, there was a vacancy on the bench of the Supreme Couit of the State of New 
York, which a matuai friend of Clinton and of Van Buren, then high in office, told CUntoa 
that Van Buren wished to fill—that he had said so to him, and given as a reason that he was 
weary of the tunnoU of politics- -and that it was politic and expedient to give him the judge- 
ship. " As a measure of mere polic)- " said Clinton, " it might be expedient ; but so unprin- 
cipled a man do I consider Mr. Van Buren, that I could never justify myself in makingsnch 
an experiment, merely for the sake of disarming his resentment against me." John Wood- 
worth was appointed, of whom Butler speaks so spitefully in his letters, and Van Buren, Butler, 
and their comederates, persecuted Clinton till his death, and then — not till then — ^praised him 
as the greatest of statesmen and of patriots. 

The bitter hatred of Van Buren to Clinton may be inferred ftom Butler's leCten. He was 
at Sandy Hill when Woodworth was appointed. Van Buren was a Senator at Albany in 
1618-19, and was almost violent in his opposition to Rufus King, then a candidate for the U. 
8. Senate. In December, 1619, he wheeled round to the side of King, wrote a pami^et oa 
his behalf— and why 1 He had become satisfied that King was not the frienn of Clinton ! 
" Sensible as I am (says Van Buren) of the great merits of Mr. King, and of the advantages 
which would probably result from his appointment, still, did I believe that he was opposed to 
us in the present controversy between the republican parlp and Mr. CUnUm and hMfiUowers g 
could I even suppose that he looketl with in4iffcrcnrc. on the stniggle of the great body of our 
citizens to extricate themselves from an inJliKticc [Clinton's] which has so long pressed upontkis 
statij and un^tr vfkich she can 'never artpiire her true elevation in the Unimty I have no hesitation 
in saying, I would oppose his appointment." 

Colonel Duane, ever free ana fearless, denounced Van Buren and his new allies for their 
persecution of Clinton. In the Aurora of October. 1821, 1 fmd the.se remarks : 

" But why calumniate Mr. Clinton 1 Because the eminence of his qualifications, and the 
place which he holds, in the esteem of all intelligent and liberal minds, renders him an object 
of apprehension to those who are in power, and who look to him as a fearful rival, fh>m the 
disparity between their faculties, and the place he holds in the eyes and hearts of the people. 
For this calumny of Mr. C. the publication of the laws, the patronage of the post-office, ana all 
the miserable crumbs of a corrupt system arc dinributed, showing the melancholy fact that the 
press may be purchased for a piliiViI annual stipend — and perverted into an engine of national 
degradation." 

William L. Stone, in the N. Y. Commercial of Oct. 14, 1828, asks several leading questions 
of Van Buren's supporters — ^amons them these : 

** Who, among the whole host ot Mr. Clinton's enemies, was so active and so artAil as Mr. 
Van Buren 1 Who so relentless and so persecuting ? What political plan for developing the 
resources of the .state did Mr. Clinton ever devise, that Mr. Van Buren did not attempt either 
to thwart, or to deprive him of the honor ? What path did Mr. Clinton ever propose to travel 
that Mr. Van Buren did not cross 1 When did Mr. Clinton ever raise his arm in the public 
aenrice that Mr. Van Buien did not attempt to paralyze it 1 When did Mr. Van BurenVi hoa- 
tillty to Mr. Clinton ever sleep 1 Not unnl the illustrious man slept with his fhthers, and the 
grave had cloaed upon his remains. Then it was, and not till then, that Mr. Van Buren became 
awara «|f the talents, the virtues, the inestimable worth of Mr. Clinton.'' 
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parade of 1828, with Savage, Sutherland, Flage and Marcy, decorated with 
8car£i, mourning for Clinton, and among bis pali-bearers ! What a censure the 
bill to reward Clinton's invaluable services, by a grant of money to his children, 
and by the very men whose envy of his talents had denied him, only four years 
before, the humble privilege of serving hia country without fee or reward, 
poor but disinterested, in the midst of Van Buren's greedy spoilsmen ! Andrew 
Jackson's birthday toast, March 15, 1S28, was, *' The memory of De Witt 
Clinton, the Patriot, the Philanthropist, and the distinguished Statesman. In 
his death, New York has lost one of her most useful sons, and the nation one 
of its brightest ornaments." £ven Ritchie* whose columns had teemed with 
abuse of Clinton, in former years, was moved ; and the Richmond Enquirer 
thus pronounced his eulogy : — " A great man has fallen in Israel ! A man who 
was designated for the first chair in the nation is cut off in the midst of his 
honors. But hb name will go down to posterity, full of honor, and his works 
are his monument." 



CHAPTER XV. 

The Crawford Caucus of 1824. — Van Burtfij Cambrcleng, and Stevenson tram* 
pkon the Democratic Principle. — Secret Combination of Regency Leaders, — The 
Electoral Law. — Mojutrchical Features in our System. — Flagg^ Wright^ JEarlly 
Crosweliy Van Burerij and the rest of the Albany Oligarchs^ uniting to put doum 
Public Opinion. — Young up for Uovemqr. — 2%e Old Federalists. — Wright 
and the Seventeen. 

In one day, in the winter of 1S24, two notices appeared in the National In- 
telligencer — the first calline a meeting or caucus of the members of Congress, 
to nominate fit persons to fill the offices of President and Vice President of the 
United States — the otb r, a declaration signed by R. M. Johnson, John H. 
Eaton, R. Y. Hayne, S. D. Ingham, Qeo. Kremer, J. R. Poinsett, and others, 
that they had been informed, that of 261 members, 181 were opposed to the 
caucus, and probably more. On the 14th of February, 66 members attended a 
caucus at the Capitol : Van Buren moved that they be called by states, and 
said, ^' that the people were anxiously waiting for a nomination, and he felt 
confident that a large portion of the republicans of the Union were decidedly in 
favor of this mode of nominationj and ii^at it was quite necessary that it should 
be made." The ballot showed 61 votes for Crawford, 2 for Adams, and 1 
each for Macon and Jackson, to be President— ^and 57 votes for Gallatin, as 
Vice President. Crawford and Gallatin were nominated. 

Among the members taking part in this wonderful piece of imposture, were 
C. C. Cainbreleng, Andrew Stevenson, Lewis Eaton, Lot Clark, P. P. Barbour, 
and John Forsyth. Even if the practice of a virtual election of the President 
by Congress, through a caucus, had been defensible, a caucus in &vor of one, 
where all the candidates were of one party, was confining the people's choice 
to one person, and thus stifling public opinion and rescinding in so fiir the con- 
stitution.* 

- The state of North Carolina had, in I8l8, proposed, as amendments to the XT. S. oonsti- 
totion, that the representatives in congress should be chosen by separate districts, made as 
e^ual in population as possible by the several state legislatures ; each oistrict to elect one mem- 
ber by the votes of its qualified electors— and that, for the purpose of electing electors of prasi* 



66 BUOKTAIL FRIN0IPLB8. ROTTBN BOROUGHS OOT OF BlieLANX). 

In January, 1824, there might be aeeii the really pandoxical apeeticle of a 
t>ody of :r*t^n in the legis)atare| arrogating to themaeivea the excluaire title of 
republicans, fhc d^wocrac^^ Vfho were unwearied in endeavoring to defeat the 
people's insiruciions, by giving the go-by to a law reqaired by the whole state, 
giving to the country, and not reserving to party leaders in the Legislature, the 
election of electors of President and vice President. I hope the day draws 
nt^ar in which the people will vote directly for the men of their choice to these 
offices, and tnat on the same day too, throughout the republic. 

By reference to B. F. Butler^s letters, pp. 168, 169, and to Hoyt's, Croswell^ 
Van Buren's, Skinner^s, and Livingstones, pp. 193 to 198, it will be seen that 
there was a secret combination among the leaders to keep power from the 
people, and to use it contrary to their well known will. ** If Clinton is very 
dangerous, (nays Livingston,) they [the party in the legialature] will go one 
wa} ; and if it is thought he cannot make any difficulty, they will go t'other 
way.'' The patriots thus acting for Van Buren and Crawford, had the assurance 
to talk of a bargain between President Adams and Secretary Clay ! ! A. C. 
Fiagg seems to have been the leader of the oligarchs in the Assembly. His 
pres8, the Piattsburgh Republican, and also the Albany Argus, had come out in 
favor of the measure before the election, and then moved round to another course.* 

deni and vice president, each state ought to be divided into separate districts, as many as It wu 
entiiied .iielecturs; each of said districts to be oontifuous, and convenient for the people to meet 
in , a nd lo ch (K^se une representative. This was the district system, both for electors ana Conness- 
men, and eleven Senators, including Bowne, Skinner, Seymour, and Livingston, (Peter R.,) snp- 
poriej it Samuel Young, Van Buren, Cantine, Tibbets. and six others, opposed it Several 
years after, io the U. S. Seuate, Van Buren proposed to divide each of the states into as many 
aisiricis a* ii* number of elector*— each district to choose one elector— the rlectors, so chosen, to 
raeei aud vote for president and vice president ; and in case no one candidate had a majority 
ot their voices, ihey were to be convened again, to vote for one of the two candidates to whom 
they had given the most votes before ; and then, if the voces were eoual, and no choice made, 
the House of Rewesentativec were to make a choice. He sgitated this question for three years, 
and others have Kept some reform or other before the community ever since, but no 8iea4y ^ 
conneaed effort has b^n made to aiToid a real remedy for a great and serious difficulty. 

There ore many features in the United States syMem of government that appnxicb much 
nearer to the British and French monarchical plan, than to democracy. In the OBssavca, 
New York, 20th December, 1833, the editor says :— 

*< Our readers are aware that, as the constitution now sumds, if the electors fail to choose on 
the firsi trial, ihe choice devolves on the House of Representadves, and that In this case the 
representative.-^ ci each state ai-e entitled to one vote. The present number of states in the 
Gnion is rweniy-i'our. Thirteen are a majority. The population of the United States, in 1820, 
was nearly lO.oaO.OOO. Thirteen stiUes can be selected, whose ioint population is less than 
C,-200,00(K or colli se, it is possible that 1,100,000 persons, or a little more than one-tenth part 
or Uie pop'iliituai oi \l)u U,iji..<i States, may legally appoint the President of the United States, 
in opp .sii'vin iv il^e wiil or Uie other nine-tenths. This case, moreover, is not a solitary one. 
Ii h a ihci, ihai I'ht* principle which we so strongly condemn in the English rotten borough sys- 
icnK )x>i vadc-* t /.jjy pan oi the constitution of Uie Uniuxi Sutcs, and threatens, in the end, to 
be as n5i»j()us io ihe rights of the people in this country, as it has been in Great Britain. The 
tioaiy-moKi.if^ power is vested by the constitution in the President and two-thirds of the Senate. 
Two-rhirds o( iht Senate i-epiescnt two-thirds of the states— that is, at present, sixteen out of 
twenty iour. Sixteen siatett can be selected, whose joint population does not exceed ^400,000. 
It is p issible, therei'ore, that treaties may be mads in opposition to the wishes of two^hixxls of 
the American people." 

Under the lasi Congressional apportionment, a presidential election, if carried into the House 
of Repi*esentatives, might be decided against a candidate supported bv more than two-thirds of 
the p^>pulati)n, property, and representation in that House, of the whole Union, and in favor 
of a candidate not voieci for by even one-third of these. The slave representation makes this 
^taie of ihinjBr' ^^'U worse. Jackson, in 1896, had but throe votes out of seventy-three, in New 
York and New blngtand ; but Van Buren united inleresu with him in 1888, and, with the help 
of the contractors, uitice-aeekeis, Ui^*f<«s, and editors, converted many, myself among the 
number. 

* On the 3d oi August, m a special session in Senate, Mr. Ogden moved a resolution "that 
it is expedient to pasb a ilw ^ilkjfrmni mnkng ^ Ms ItguUUwt^ giving to the people ci 
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Id 1824, Colonel Young was the candidate of the hucktail caucus, composed 
chiefly of members of the legislature friendly to Crawford, for governor. On the 
2d of April, this caucus, 106 in number, met ; and on the first ballot, Young had 
(K) votes, and Joseph C. Yates 45 ; Erastus Root had 75 for lieutenant governor, 
and Burt 21. Root was for Crawford, Young for Clay, and both were, defeated 
by Clinton and Tallma^e, who had their nominations from a state convention. 
1 ouog was avowedly friendly, throughout, to the election of electors of President 
and Vice President by the people, and opposed to V^an Buren*s bargaining 
scheme of 1824, by which he and the Albany Regency sold, as it were, the 
votes of a hireling majority of bankjobbinor lawgivers, to a particular set of 
minority congressional caucusing profligates, and endeavored to pledge the votes 
of the state in opposition to the known wishes of a majority of the people. 
In one state, only, is the election of electors confided to the legislature now, 
and that is South Carolina. Younjv^s steady opposition to Crawlbrd ensured his 
defeat in the legislature, and caused Adams to be returned in his stead, as the 

thU State the choice of electors of President and Vice President." The fioes were SMs 
Wrieht, Walter Bowne, John Sudani, F. Stranahan, £. P. Livingston, Jasper Wwd^ Jan. 
Mallory, Jonas Earll, Charles E. Dudlc}' Perlcy Keyes, Green. Greenly, Bronson, Le/Terts, 
Thorn, wheeler. Wooster, M'Call and Heman, J. Kedfield. Among the aiics were Archi- 
bald M'Intire, John Cramer, Hnicht, Burt, L}Tide, and Burrows. Finf?g and his friends pre- 
tenited that a special session was illegal, but were overnileil. 

On the 5ih, the resolve, (<7 /r^'re the people, and take from the Legislature the choice, of 
cler^lors, was carried in the iissembly. 75 to It; Crolius, Funnnn, McOluie^ Riggs, Tall- 
inrnl^p, Whcaton, aiu^ Wilkin anionic ihe yens. Fltir^' saij ihj\{ " .t^ tho ^hn-it-. was* now over and 
\\w name.-* of the 4<enilemen spread on the record, he hop^nl tliey wen' ready to wljoimu" C<»le- 
man, the torv editor of the Post, called this voting a ridiculous tarce— iie was with Van Bom, 
Flagg and Wright, for Crawford — ^and he went with Van Buren, too, for King as senator in 
1813, and dead against the war and Clay and Madison, in 1H12. The senate would not art. 
But though Van Buren, Wright, Flagg, Keyes, Marcy, Knower and their artful confederates, 
influenced the legislature to defy public opinion for* two sessions, and to oust Clinton from 
the canal Board, they had their reward. Crawford failetl to get the vote of N. Y. — ^he failed 
to get to be president — Clinton was elected as Governor by 17,000 majority, and Tallmadge 
Lieutenant Governor by 32,000, over Van Buren"s nominees. Wright voted on the lOth of 
March to give the choice of electors to the people, by general ticket — he then proposed a com- 
plicated and preposterous scheme which only got four supjjorters. ' ' The fact was" (.says Ham- 
inondy ** Mr. Wright, previous to his election, had given the people to unden^tand that he 
wiiuld, if elected, support a bill fjiving to the people the right to rhtK>se presidential ele<Mors. 
All this mnncruvring was for the purpose of exhibiting tea appearance of redeeming that 
pledge. We shall shortly find him voting for an indefinite postponement of the bill." And 
it is a man who could thus descend to the meanne.ss ol' tricking the men he pretended to repre- 
sent, who is at this day governor of New York. The timlwr out of which good governors 
are made must be scarce in these parts. The bill got the go-by same day (10 MarSh), E. P. 
Livingston havin^^ moved to stop all consideratkni of the bill to give the people the chotce of 
a preMdentttU November, when it would be useless for another four year». Himself and 
Bowman, Bourne, Bronson, Dadley, (Host's correspondent,) Earll (canal Com'r), Greenly, 
Keyes (Silas Wright's mentor), Leflferts, Mallorj-, M'Call. Redficld, Slranahan, Sudani, Waid 
(jaspek), Wooster, and Governor Wright— the immortal 17 pretenders to a democracy they 
onlv practised, when, as Wright savs in his lener (p. 203), they had to do jonmey work, being 
anabfe to seize tbs spoils. Col. Young, like his iriend Cramer, and General Root, waa op- 
posed to Van Buren in this matter. Wright, then in his 30ih year, voted to remove Clinton 
from the canal board. It is enough (o shake a man's faith in popular institutions when he 
sees such men a* Van Buren and Wright succeed a Clinton as governors of this great state. Gene- 
ral Root preferred in 1834, and Van Buren in 1))28, an election of electors by separate districts, 
because the various districts have a variety of interests, and each section of coimtry shoukl 
have a voice in the choice of chief magistxate. The ai^gumenls used in favor of a general ticket 
lor aledors of president would jostiiy to a far greater extent, the election of members of con- 
gress by jeeneral ticket, for the electors perform but one act while the congressmen perform 
many. Young and Van Buren, however, are now strongly In favor of election by general 
ticket, and South Carolina chooses her electors by the Legislature, after every other attttthia 
ai«d4ac]loioeb)rthepe<^e. Only one of the above seventeen ventured to. i»«ppefur«ia.€tl>* 
didate, and he waa swept away by the overwhelming majority given to his opp^ent, ' 
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aecond candidate, instead of beiuo; behind Crawford and Clay, and not a 
candidate at all. Thus it was through New York that Adams becalne 
President. Adams had 84 votes, including 32 from this state, obtained through 
a union of the friends of Clay and Adams in the legislature. Crawford had 41, 
but would have had 73 had he got the 32 from N« Y., and Adams but 55L 
Instead of applying to parties the names which would most clearly indicate 
their principles, the usage is, to apply to an opponent any term which popular 
leaders and presses have rendered odious to the more ignorant. Younr de- 
nounced, not long since, the supporters of John Q. Adams 9^ federalist t. When 
it was shown that he had aided Adams' election in 1824, he said that at that 
time Adams was a good democrat. If so, why abuse Clay for preferring one 
democrat to another \ The truth is, that Blair, Croswell, and many other 
unprincipled hirelings use the term federalist as a reproach, and their impudence 
in so doing is unmatched, for Taney, McLane, Bryant, Buchanan, Ingerseli 
Bleecker, Oakley, Powers, Beekman, Vanderpool, and very many others of the 
party calling itself democratic, were formerly members of the great federal 
party I which numbers thousands of the greatest, wisest, and best names known 
to American history. It is now no more ; it had its faults, its merits, its un- 
worthy members— but it was honored in not having reared and educated a Burr 
and a Van Bnren. Col. Young, in Senate, Feb. 4, 1846 [Argus report] does 
not hesitate severely to censure Van Buren for the Crawford caucus of 1824 \ 
he denounces it as '^ made by a minority of the democratic members of 
congress ; and that very act broke down that machinery, for never since have 
meml)ers of congress nominated a president. It was regarded as so great an 
outrage on the former practice — for never before had a minority undertaken to 
aominate— that the whole system broke down." 



CHAPTER XVI. 



JIndnw Jaduom nominated for President^ in 181 f), 6y Col, Burr. — 7Xe Ttxat 
Motement.-^Polk and Slavery.^ Swartwout^t ProeeetHngi.'^Ckamning^i 
yteiM. — Jackson^s pontion in 1S06. — He acts as Burros Agent. — Burros 
attempt to Diesoirt the Union, ^McDttffie's Effort. — The True PoHcy of tUs 
KepuhHe, — Jackson and Van* Buren Buying Texas. — Hamilton on Burr, — 
Burr kills him. — Enters iiUo Arrangements trith Pitt, — Burr's Famiiy, — 
Judge Mamhail on Blennerhassett, — iVilkinson^s Testimony. — Davezae^s At- 
y«ir.-— TAs Daytons of New Jersey. — Frank Ogden,^Sedlguyick on TVxat.— 
Texas, how Settled. — Its Conrention, — Channing on Slavery. — Van BmrenU 
Instructions to the Mexican itfinurer, in 1829. — Benevolence and DismieresI' 
eJkuss nf the U. S. Government. — A Curious Argument. — Cratnet Invades 
Mexico.'^ Senator Houston. — Calhoun* s Opinions on Slivery. — His Leiters 
to Esng and Wilson Shannon. -^Canadoj a Befuge for the Oj^nessed Slave. — 
Southern PoHcy Disclosed by a Can^d Minister to Mexico. — On ExtenAng 
the Area of Oppression, — noio to Raise the Price of Virginia Negroes. — 
Mwphy^s liintto Play the Hypocrite. — Our Treaty with the Mexicans, — The 
J>eetvwy of the Americans. — Public Ufe. — National Purity. 

Akdrsw Jackson was first nominated as President of the United States, by 

Aaron Burr. Col. Burros letter, with his reasons for preferring Jackson, was 

. addmaed to Governor Alston, as early as 1815, and will be found among the 

fl o nesp ondence. I have seen it stated, but not on any ipecific authori^, that 
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Bnrr's arguments in fiivor of Japkson had great inflaence over Van Buren's 
miady when he became his adherent Unqaestionably, the popularity of G«n. 
Jtckson was the leading inducement We shall find that Burr and Jackson^s 
views for conquering Mexieo from Spain, in 1805, hare been since canned out 
in part, by the Texas movement of Polk,* Van Buren, Jackson, Calhoun, and 

• The Tiolcnt dismemberment of Mexico by citizens of the United States, with a view to 
the reSstablishment of slavery in Texas ; and the very remarkable ciictmistBiKes a ttendin g its 
recent annexation to ttiis Union, in violation of good faith to a friendl^r republic : with the 
state of feeling to which these events, and their expected results, have given rise, form soma 
apology for brief notices of the various parts played in the exciting drama, by Messrs. Polk^ 
Van Buren, Benton, Houston, Jackson, Burr, Swartwout, and ihcir friends or confederates. 

James Knox Polk took the oath of office at the Capitol, as President, on Tuesday, March 4th, 
1845, he being then in his 50th year. 

In his inaugural address, he expressed a deep regret that " misguided persons" had indul^ 
in schemes and agitations " whose object is the destruction of DOMEflTic institutions ciiBtmg 
in certain States or sections" — and thought that all must see that if these persons could succeed, 
■* the dissolution of the Union" must speedily follow. " To increase the attachment of oui* 
people to the Union fsaid he) OUR LAWS SHOULD BE JUST. ANY POLICY WHICH 
SflALL TEND TO FAVOR MONOPOLIES, OR THE PECULIAR INTERESTS 
OP SECTIONS OR CLASSES, must operate to theprejudico of the interests of their fellow- 
citizens, and SHOULD BE AVOIDED." It would be his aim " to observe a careful respect 
for the rights of other nations," and "none could ihil to see the danger to our safety and future 
peace, if Texas remains an independent state.*' ** Our title to the country of the Oregon is 
clear AND UNaUESTION ABI^." The President " fervently invoked the aid of the Ai- 
mighty Ruler of the Universe, to guard Uiis heaven-fkvored land against the mischiefs which 
might arise from an unwise public policy." " With a firm reliance upon the wisdom of 
Omnipotence to sustain and direct him in the path of duty which he had been appointed to 
pursue," he stood there to take the oath, &c. 

O ! wh&t ia worth loade for. If *tU not (b« nniei 
Thro' Joy and thro' torment— thro' glory and ihama. 

Mr. Polk thoujght that the laws should be just and fjree from monopoly, and that there was 
nothing wrong in one man with a white skin, possessing a life lease of the labor of many 
families of his fellow creatures whose skins were more or less tinged with black — no harm in 
buying them— selling them— separating the husband from the wife, the sister from the brother, 
the parent from the child— keeping them in poverty, misery, and brutal ignorance, and severely 
punishing him^r her who would venture to teach them to read and write— there wajs no 
monopoly in all that, nothing unjust- ^^, nor in annexing Texa.s, the patrimony of a weaker 
republic, simply because that republic ./as weaker-^^nd ne invoked the aid of Almighty God 
to enable him to preserve the Union, throu^^h the continuance of this description of democratic 
justice — and had a iirm reliance upon the wisdom of Omnipotence to aid hun in having every 
free black driven out of the new addition of ^e '^ heaven-favored land" called Texas, and 
8laver3r and a monopoly of the slave-trade upheld there, which he considered very essential " to 
our safetv and future peace." Had the Baltimore Convention nominated Benjamin Franklin 
Butler when they pitcned upon a pious Tennessee lawyer, he could not have performed his 
part more in character. When defending his friend Jacob Barker, in an indictment for fraud, 
Benjamin told the court and jury that the Lord, in his good providence, had watched over 
Jacob's trade and blessed it ; Jacob's occuaption, thus especially sanctified, being that of a Wa^ 
Street stockjobber ! I should not feel at all surprised, it it were to turn out that Benjamin, who 
sometimes penned protests and messages for Jackson and Van Bui*en, should prove to have 
been the author of this unique inaugural of James Bjiox Polk. It denounces defaulters, and 
its reputed compiler has since proved his sincerity in the cause of regular accountants by em- 
ploying in the highest pecuniary trusts the very punctual R. J. Walker, our defaulting bank 
president, 0. W. Lawrence, with the aforesaid Benjamin and sudi like. It is to be doubted 
whether he had '' the wisdom of Omnipotence to sustain and direct him" in these and some 
other acts of his, done after the fashion of Charles I., defender of the faith, &c., &c. When 
Oeor^e lit. seized the Danish fleet, and bombarded Copenlu^n, the capital of hiAi&ithful ally, 

seize it, might fall into the 



in 1807, his excuse for the ix>bbery was, tJiat the fleet, if he did not seize it, might fall into the 
hands of France. President Polk finds an argument for the annexation of Texas, in tbia^ that 
if the slave States did not seize upon it to be used as a negro pen, England might influence the 
Texans todo as Mexico had done, crush slave-driving and slave-working there alt<^ether 1 Being 
myself a native of Scotland, ana Robert Dale Owen the annexationist, an Englishman, I beg 
that my humble strictures upon President Polk's piety and politics may be taken as a sort or 
set off against the powerful nar^ngue^ and steady votes of the Juliana philoeopheTi in iavor oC 
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Houston. By vefiBrenee to the Baaixed coneqxmdeneei it will be tmn tkat 
Samuel Swartwout| who wit en active canvaner for Jadoon, in New Jexaey, 
as early as 1823| expended large sums in Texan lands, sent settlers there, kept 
up a correspondence with Houston and the Texan malcontents, and with Major 
Neville, an old associate of Burr's, interested himself deeply in the Texan 
trade, and was looked up to by young Blennerhassett as a friend, and 
the friend of his &ther. Swartwout's connection with Burr, Blennerhassett, 
and the attempt on Mexico, in 1805-6, is matter of histoiy. As an illus- 
tration of the life and times of Van Buren, and showing what his course has 
been, 1 have appended as a note,* a brief sketch of the origin and progress of 

mcreasinff the domain of human bondase and sofieriiig in the Soath, as a means of decreasing 
it in the rforth— and who consbles " nis ezcellenqr" by Uie assuraoce that "Slaveiy, like 
Monarchy, is a temporary evil, which will disappear when it becomes commercially unprofi- 
table V* or in other words, that Mr. Polk will discontinue selling his Tennessee negroes when 
he can find no one to buy them from him ! ! The President's well-written message to Con- 
gress, when they met last, would be amusing, were it not a burlesque upon the great principles 
of the Declaration of Independence, and a practical defiance of the cardinal doctrines of that 
glorious manifesto, yet to be honored in more auspicious times. Am I too sanguine "t 

1 hear from youth, * Man's prospects daily brighten : 

Each files his fetters surely, silently ; 

The Press illumines, and tne gas enlightens ; 

The Elorious steamboat speeds acroas the sea: 

Anotner twenty Tean, and then— and then-- 

A sunbeam shall the lovely genn unfold.' 

Oht I have wailed thirty yevs in vain — 

^ough, enough— the wond is all too dd I 

BauuraBB. 

« 5q a Wcter to Governor Claiborne, of Louisiana, dated Nov. IS, 1806, General Jackson 
says :^" Be on the alert, keep a watchful eye upon our General rWilkinson], and beware of 
an attack [on New Orleans], as well from our own country as Spain. You have enemies within 
your own city that nuiy try to separate it from the Union. You know I never hazard ideas 
without good ground. ... Be on the alert Your government [Louisiana], I fear, is in danger. 
I fear there are plans afoot inimical to the Union. ... I love my country and government : I 
HATE THE DONS: 1 WOULD LIKE TO SEE MEXICO REDUCED: but 1 wiU 
die in the last ditch before I would yield a foot to the Dons, or see the Union reduced." Next 
Jan. 3, Jefferson, who had perfect confidence in Wilkinson, wrote to him, with instructions 
how to arrest Burr's movements, and added, "If everything from that place (Louisville) be 
BUoocMfully arrested, there is nothing from below that is to be feared. Be assured that Ten- 
nessee, ana particularly General Jackion, aiv faithful.*' 

General Jackson admits here his hatred of the Spanish in Mexico, and his earnest desire to 
aee it reduced. He retained the friendship of Burr to the day of his death ; was his general 
agent in Tennesiee in 1806 and 1807, and received laige sums of money from him for the use 
c? that agency. Burr, when in TenneoMe, was often at Jackson's, who introduced him for- 
mally at a ball in Nashville, the night before he sailed with his recruits and boats from the 
mouth of the Cumberland River, when he took with him Stokely Hays, his (Jackson's) ne- 
phew. When, months after, the press and the government had noticed Burr s course, then, 
cfut not sooner, did Jackson write to Claiborne, whose suspicions he directed against WiUi-iTi' 
sm, and noi against Burr, That he had no wi^ to dismember this Union, I bebeve ; but as to 
his being free from the knowledge of Burr's plans for invadinf Mexico, I see no reascm to 
think that he was so. His anxiety to break up and dismember that Roman Catholic country, 
appears to have continued to the last hour &i his life. It was Wilkinson's letter to Jef- 
fisrson, Nov. 95th, that enabled him to comprehend Burr's designs, viz., the severance of the 
Union by the Alleghany Mountains, and the conquest of Mexico. A committee in Tennes- 
see, n whfch were W. B. Lewis, John Overton, R. C. Poster, John Shelby, Th. Claiborne, 
and ^ leis, o^ in I8S8 to take evidence and report on the nature of Jackson's connection with 
Bun In General John Coffee's letter to them, August 28, he sajrs, that Burr was in Tennes- 
see ID 1805 and in 180&— that he wrote afterwards that there would be war with Spain, in 
which case Jefferson was to give him the command of an expedition against Mexico— uat 
Burx t nt S3,500 to Jackson, which, with other $500, were placed in his (Coffee's) hands, to 
bni 1 b id purchase six boats, and layin provisions. That suspicions afterwards arose that all 
was n X riffht, and in December, 1806, the balance was handed to Burr, in Tennessee— that 
liHn waadtfi^bxJaalBWQwiibimpnq^Ti ha denied, and ihat then JadoKUt 
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the dismemberment of a weak power, by the force and fraud of a strong one. 
The truly great and good Dr. Channine, in his letter to Clay on Texas, appre- 
hended that its incorporation with the Union would prove a deep injury to these 

gave him a letter to Gov. Claiborne, and sent his nephew with him. Judge WUliame itated 
to the committee, thai in the spring or fall of 1806, Jackson spoke to him about a commissioa 
In Bur's annj, adding, " When 1 recoUeet that the destruction of American institutions was 
the object of the Bun conspiracy, and that Greneral Jackson was in the possession of facts 
and circumstanoes which would nave convicted the conspiratois, and yet improperly with- 
held them when summoned to Richmond to give his testimony," &c. He also wrote to Jackson 
as to what he had written, that while Burr or Adair, or both, were at Jackson's house, he (the 
general) told him (Williams) and others—" Take notice, gentlemen, you will find that a 
divisian of the United States has taken deep root ; you will nnd that a number of the Senate, 
and a number of the members of the House of Representatives, are deeply involved in the 



How often, in the history of this country, do we see anxious wishes expressed for a disso- 
lution of the Union 1 Burr trifd to dissolve it-— the men of the East, whom Adams could not 
be brought to act with, tried to dissolve it— the abolitionists of the East complain of it now 
—and how often have Grovemor McDuffie and others of South Carolina sighed after more 
southern territory, as a means of ruling the Union, or splitting it up ! In the South Caroli- 
niaa of Feb. 8, 1814, 1 find McDxUiie's speech in the Senate of the ikh of January, in which 
he caJcttlatee the value of this great and glorious confederacy of states by dollaxs and cents, 
thue. — " Sir, ever since the tariff of 1828, 1 have regarded the exporting, the slave states of 
this Union, as being practically reduced to a state oi colonial vaualage to the maMufact/iuing 
staies. It is a rnMck more oppressive state oftrUnUary dependence than that which once bound us 
to Qreat Britain. ... I can solemnly declare, as a citizen of South Carolina, that in nearly 
a quarter of a century I have never felt this government [that of the U. S.J but by its op- 
pressions." Governor McOuffie, in 1844, hesitated not to state, in Senate, a project to 
Oivide the United States into three confederations, and to calculate by doUars and cents the 
advantaeee of his scheme. Like his friend Van Bnren, he was a warm supporter of Polk 
for President; and so were Jackson, Calhoun, and others, who, like McDuffie, considered the 
bondage of the kidnapped African the corner-stone of democratic institutions. 

In Oen. Jackson's letter to G. W. Campbell, Jan. 15, 1807, he states, that on Nov. lOth, 
1806, Capt. — *— - called at his house, and told him that the adventurers intended to divide the 
Union, " by seizing New Orleans and the Bank, shutting the port, conquering Mexico, ana 
uniting the western parts of the Union to the conquered country" — that ' ', of N Y., had 

told him 8o--that Imowing that Burr was well acquainted with « , " it rushed into his 

mind like lightning that Burr was at the head" — that he wrote to Burr that he suspected him, 
and then to Grovemor Claiborne, but without warning him of Burr — that Burr denied the 
charge of intending to split up the Union, but not a word is said as to invading Mexico. It 
was after this November conversation that Jackson was most intiivate with Burr, introduced 
him at the ball, even after Jefferson's proclamation, stnd sent his ne^ihew with him, who left 
him, as he tells the committee, at the mouth of Bayou Pierre. Willis Alston stated that Jef* 
ferson had told him that Jackson had written to him that he " had been tendered a high com- 
mand by Burr," and had tendered his services " TO MAKE A DESCENT UPON MEXICO." 
Is it not remarkable that Jackson, though in attendance at Burr's trial before Judge MarshaD, 
was not examined 1 He promises Campbell, that " in a few weeks he would give the prooi." 
When did he do it 1 

The true course for this republic, in its dealings with Mexico, would have been, to be gene* 
TOUB and liberal to a people struggUng for freedom, but without enough of intelligence to 
secure and maintain it in quietness. The independence of Mexico was acknowledged at 
Washington while she waa in the midst of a revolution — and distracted with faction, harassed 
by wars with Spain and France, troubled with domestic revolts, some of them caused by 
Americans, encouraged, as I shall show, by officiid men here : who could expect that the U. 8. 
oommeroe would not suffer injury 1 The Sabine river, 6cc., formed the western boundary of 
the Union, as settled in 1819 with Spain, and in 1828 with Mexico— yet scarcely was Jaclcson 
seated in me chair of Washington, than, in August, 1829, he offered Mexico five millions of 
dollars ft)r ^exas, and aeain, in 1835, he ordered the offer to be repeated. In 1^7, Congrese 
de<dimd Texas indepenoent, and in 1845, added that fine province of Mexico to the Union, as 
a new State, confirming and rettoiing perpetual slavery throughout a tenitoiy of 400;000 
•qotre miles, from which Catholic Mexico had banished it 31 years before 1 

Mr. Adams, in hia speech in Congress, April 15, 1843, speakii^ of the Mexican treaty of 
l888»Baid: " I had mysisli; in the ne«>tiatioa of our treaty with Spain, labored to m the Rio 
.del Norte aaow boundaiy : aad I adhered to the demand till Mr. Monroe and all his cabinet 
i4li«eted]iiotQfon|oit,iAatQMioDttotakothoSabiiie. ffe/m tk$inaiiiwu tignedfUvm 
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States. It will not stand alone, he says, — it will involve us in European wars. 
^' It will darken our future history. It will he linked by an iron necessity to 
long continued deeds of rapine and blood. Ages may not see the catastrophe 
of the tragedy, the ' first scene of which we are so ready to enact. Of all pre- 



carried by me , at the amvumd of Mr. MtmroCt to Qtneral Jackson^ wKoj after examimng' i# i^ftk 
the fMp in his hand, approved of the Sairine as the boundarif." 

Aaron Burr, who nominated Jackson for President in 1815, was the early friend of Van 
Buren, the ftiend of his law teacher. Van Ness, the confederate of the Swaitwouts, and the 
opponent of Jefferson, whom Alezanaer Hamilton preferred, though of a different school in 
politics, because, as lie states in his letter to O. Wolcott, of Dec. 17, 1800, Burr was " one of 
the worst men in the eonmiunity," who, as president, " would be restrained by no moral 9cnv 
pies," but would " employ tho rogues of all parties to overrule the good men of all panies, and 
to prosecute objects which wise men of every description will disapprove." Hamilton's 
patriotism kent Bxirr from the presidency—Burr challenged Hamilton, snot him through the 
neart, was inoicted for the murder, planned his southern schemes next, became odious in the 
north, sought British aid, failed in his plans, and removed for four years to Europe. Col. 
Duane, in the Aurora, 1808, says that " Miranda was sent to America, as was proved upon 
oath, by Dundas and Sir Home Popham. Burr's expedition, which was only a part of the 
scheme which Miranda was engaged in, was set on foot and paid by" Britain. Burr's papers 
went into the hands of his biographer, M. L. Davis, who, in a letter to the Courier and En* 
quiicr, says that « No other man Uving, EXCEPT COLONEL WILLIAMSON, OF THE 
BRITISH ARMY, knew the extent of the [Burr's] arran^ments. both in England and the 
United States, which had been made to accomplish the object. The death of the British pre- 
mier, Pitt, and it alone, defeated the enterprise." 

Aaron Burr's gi'andfather was a German — his father, a Presbyterian minister, was bom in 
Fairfield, New England, and was the first President of New Jersev College, Newark. His 
mother was a daughter o£ Dr. Jonathan Edwanis, of Princeton (-firtege. Burr was bom at 
Newark, N. J., Feb. 6, 1756. His father died when he was a year old, and his mother before 
he was three, leaving Mm heir to a fine estate. He married Mrs. Prevosl, the widow of a 
British ofiicer, in 1783, and their only child, Theodosia, married Mr. Alston, of South Caro- 
lina. Burr was called to the bar, at Albany, in 1783, was elected to the state legislature, 
planned the Manhattan 3ank charter, as a pemetual contract, and in 1790 was attorney 
general of the State. In 1791 he declared himself to be a warm admirer of the talents, plan 
of government, and disinterestedness of the French National Assembly. The democratic 
party made him a senator of the United States for this state, and a Judge of the Supreme 
Court In 1801, he was president of the Convention of N. Y. State to amend the Cons^titution, 
and became Vice President of the Union, with Jefferson. His appearance and manners are 
said to have resembled those of his pupil. Van Buren. 

Some of Swartwout's movements, as the agent and confederate of Burr, and as the settler of 
Texan lands, when Jackson's collector, are noticed in pages 83 and 84 of my Lives of Hoyt 
and Butler. In Judge Marshall's preliminary opinion, when on Burr's trial at Richmond, ite 
«i)rfr— " The conversations of Mr. Blennerhassett evince dispositions imfWendly to the Union, 
and his writings are obviously intended to disaffect the western people, and to excite in their 
bosoms strong prejudices against their Atlantic brethren. Thattheobject of these writings 
was to prepare me western states for a dismemberment, is apparent on the face of them, and 
WM £requently avowed by himself. In conversation with Uie Meesrs. Henderson, he laid 
open a plan for dismembering the Union under the au^ices of Mr. Burr." General Wilkin- 
son swore, that, on the 8th of October, 1806, S. Swartwout had called at his headquarters at 
Nalchitoches, with a packet from Burr, stating that 7000 men were to be levied to seize New 
Qrlean« and invade Mexico, and that " naval protection would be had from Great Britain " 
the power which tried, eight years afterwards, to seize that city, but were met by Jackson, 
Coffee, Adair, Davezac, and Burr's other old friends, and defeated. C<ri. Cushing testified 
Ihat Wilkinson had shown him Burr's letters next morning, and they were produced in coun. 
Cushing added that Wilkinson further said, " Yes, my friend, a great number of individual, 
DOBsesBing wealth, popularity, and talents, are at this moment associated for purposes inimical 
10 the government of the United States, Colonel Burr is at their head, and the young gentleman 
rex-coUector Swartwout] who delivered you the letter last evening, is one of his emissaries. 
The story of serving as a volunteer is only a mask." General Dayton's letter to Wilkinson 
said, " Are you ready— are your numerous associates ready 1 Wealth and Glory— Louisiana 
and Mexico." It would appear that Davezac was also Burr's friend in these times. Burr, on 
the trial at Richmond, asks Wilkinson, whether he had given orders tot Davezac's arrest— 
and what letters directed to him, Burr, he, W., had taken from Pintard and Davezac 1 When 
he 9^W(] him by what authority he had seized private papers, his reply Wis, "Am I bound to 
biwwer questton9 whiah may criminato myself 1" JLugaste Davezac U now on a foivign 
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cipiUte and criminal deeds, those perpetrated by nations are the most fruitful 
of misery." 

** We are a restless people, [continues this eminent philosopher,] prone to 
eneroaehment, impatient of the ordinary laws of progress, less anxious to con- 

miasion ; he is coura^coas : inimical to England ; true to Van Buren. He was an aid to 
JadcMin at New Orieaas— ^nis staler married Edward Livingston, of Louisiana, Jackson's 
see0md Secreury of Stale. 

General Jonathan Dayton, of New Jersey, was indicted for trea^^on, and, says the Baltimore 
American, " The Attorney for the United States had no doubt that I)a>lon wa.s leagued in the 
seneral conspiracy;" but on the ISch of September, 1M>7, Da}ton was discharged. [U tliis the 
Oayion who, in 1787, aided in framing the U. S, couNtitmion, and was Speaker of the H. of K. 
in Congress, for four years 1] On the Ist of September, 18!^, we hnd a Jackson meeting held 
in New- York — Col. Swartwout, chairman, Aaron Ogden Dayton, secretary'. Whetlier *' tne 
scramble for plunder" described by Swartwout to Hoyt^ realized the apprehensions ot Hamilton, 
of a president who would "employ the rogues of all jfiarties," tlie reader of Van Buren'.s and 
Butler's lives must judge for himself. Swartwout, ana others, seem to have bad that apprehen- 
sion. Was the Frank Ogden, whose appointment to the $30,000 a year, or at least ver}' rich 
office of the Consulate to Liverpool, drove poor Coddington to the very verge of revolt, (see page 
313.) one of these New-Jersey Osidens, whose names were associated' wiiii Biur's and JackM>n's 
in the romantic adventures of l^N)6-7 1 

" The settlement of Texas," says Theodore Sedgwick, (as Veto, in the New- York Evening 
Post,) '* began in land speculation ; it was marked in its amrse by abominable frauds, and one 
of the great causes of dissatisfiiction was the absoluie prohibition of negro slaver}'. The first 
settlers of Texas, tor the mere love of gain, abandoned a free republic for a colonial destiny. 
Prolesuuito, they transterred themselves to cathoUc.rale.. The Texans [from the Uniieii States] 
must have been insane, it^ on entering Mexico, they looked for an administration us fauliles.s 
as that under which they had lived. They might wkh equal reason have planted Uiems«')ves 
m RjBUHia. and then have imfnrled the banner of independence near tiic throne of the Czar, tx- 
cause denied die immunities of their native land." The Union gives an account of the Con- 
vention to frame a Constitution for Texas, consisting of one Texan, three New-£nglander«, 
one Englishman, three from Ohio and Pennsjrh'ania, and all the others (tilly-four) from the 
slave states. Fannin wrote fit>m the Alamo, just before its capture ," In my last, I informed 
you that I could f^nd but some half a doaen citizens in mv ranks, and I regret to say that it is 
yet the case." 

Dr. Channing, in his letter on Texas addressed, in 1838, to Henry Clay, truly remarks, that 
Texas was not conquered by its colonists-^that in the army of eight htuidred who took Santa 
Anna prisoner, not more than iifty were citizens of Texajf—the rest were selhaih adventurers 
firmn this Union. That land speculators, slave-hoklers, and such men as these, were amcntg 
the foremost to proclaim independence ; and that Yankee speculators introduced slaver)' in 
these &ir lands, from which the countn'men of Cortez and Pizarro had expelled it. JViex- 
ico, at the moment of throwing off the Spanish yoke, gave a noble testimony of her loyalty to 
free principles, by decreeing, ' that no person thereafter should be bom a slave, or introduced 
as such into the Mexican states; that all slaves then heki, should receive stipulated ix'ages, and 
be sttbiect to no punishment but on trial and judgment by the magistrate.' The subsequent 
acts 01 the govemmem carried out fully these constimtional provisions. It is matter of deep 
^rief aad humiliation, that the emigranti ijrom this country, whilst boasting of superior oivit- 
laatioB, refused to seeond this honotabte policy, intended to set limits to one of the greatest 
soeial evils. Slaves were farovght into Texas, with their masters, from the neighboriiir states 
of this oonatiy. One mode of evading the laws was, to inoroduce slaves under fonnal inden- 
aim lor kog periods-^ some cases, it is said, for ninety-nine years. B v a decree of the 
fllaie Legislature of Coahnila and Texas, all indoitttres for a kmger period tnan tea years wera 
annulled, and provision was made for the freedom of children bom during this apprenticeship. 
This setded, invincible purpose of Mexico to exclude slavery from her limits, created as strong 
a purpose to aanihilale her authority in Texas. By this 'prohibition, Texas was effectually 
ewsea aninst emigration from the southern and western portions gf this coimtry; and it is well 
kaoam tnat the eyes of the aouth and west had for some tune been turned to this province, as a 
new market for aiavas, as a new field for slave-labor, and as a vast accession of political power 
lo the ilaveholding states. That such views were prevalent, we know ; for, nefarious as they 
are, du^^ ibiiad their way into the public prints. The project of dismembering a neighboring 
vmbiie, that slavaholderB and slaves might overspread a legion which had been consecrated to 
a nee popalatlQn, was discuwed in newspapers as ooolly as if it were a matter of obvious right 
^ft d naqoiaiianaliis humaali^." 

I have never hesitated to believe, that Van Buren, in his T^xas letter, written before the Bal* 
ttaonnicetioD^was aa little impelM by manly principle as I have shown him to have been 



64 VAN BUREN AND JACKSON's MEXICAN POLICY. CALttOUN's PHILOSOPHY^ 

solidate and perfect, than to extend our institutionSy more ambitious of spresdiag 
ourselves over a wide space, than of difiusiDg beuity and Cruitfolneas over a 
narrow field. We boast of our rapid growth, forgetting that, tbrooghout natucey 
noble growths are slow. Our people throw themselves beyond the bounds of 



in other important acts of his life. On the 16th of October, 1889, when Secretary to Jackaon, 
he addressed a long letter to Anthony Butler, the United States Chaigib in Afexioo. oontaiaing 
the President's instiiictions to him as the successor of Poinsett. Van Bnxen deaciioet the eon- 
duct ot Mexico OS unlhendly and undeserved, and hopes she will beoome aenaibLe of the iigna- 
tice she has done to this country, ** her earliest and best IHeDd." He says that Jadcun thonglit 
that the true interests of this Union would be better promoted by Mexican giory and proqpet^, 
than by her depression and disgrace — that the bearing of Jackson's government had been " libe- 
ral and magiiaiiimous" towaids the Mexicans, "while many of their citizens, volontary exiles 
in the cause o( American liberty, Ibught by the side of their Mexican trienda, TO £XP£L 
PROM THIS CONTINEjNT THE LAST REMNANTS OF COLONIAL OPPRES- 
8I0N-*-that every s^ep taken since, by the United States, has been marked by '^ benevolence 
and disinterestedness' — ^but that the Mexican government had been guil^ of " political p^- 
verseness and inatiention," and of " persevering injustice." This benevolenoe of JadoMn and 
Van Buren had been evidenced in Swartwout, Houston. Poinsett, and others, stining i^> snife 
in Mexico ; and by asking Mexico to sell some 400,000 sqnare miles of her lemtonr Ibr the 
use of the slave-hokiers, because she was poor— and this, too, for a pecuniary oonskwration I 
Van Buren tellu Mexico tliai she is ** shut out from almost all communication with the sea- 
board," and then complains of the '* abortive aUempis to negotiate with** her-^Hhe main object of 
the negotiation being to deprive her of the very domain which communioates with' the sea. by 
hectoring, bullying, and menacing her. Dr. Mayo's comments on Van Bnren, in hia '* Eight 
Years in Washington," touch this sore point ski&iUy. ^ The idea of military invasion of the 
Mexican territory has never entered into the imagination of the United States, nor, is it believed, 
of any one of th^ir ciiizeus." How long after that was it to the time when Jackson andhia party 
ordered Gen. Gaines to inrado Mexico, in the midst of peace, and the Qoieml addrened the 
ex-minister, Poinsett : '' If I am permitted to make an armngement in aooordanoa with the fbie- 
goiiig sQ!??estions, 1 feel confident that I can thereby obtain, and call to the ^rantier, RCIADY 
FOR AN ACTIVl:: CAMPAIGN TO THE CITY OP MEXICO, from fi% to one hundicd 
thousand fin^t rate men, for the most part mounted, before the first day of October neat, the time 
they should in.Troh v/ci>twai\i frt>m tlie Sabine?" One would think that Van Buren believed 
he 'had in hand a second edition of the Peter Allen case, of 1816, in /which his coaftde- 
rates in the legislature, voted in the appointing power of the state, by a &Jae majoriQr of one, 
knowing it to lie sr) ; and then, by the virtue of their oaths, placed this majoiily of one into the 
hands of their defrauded opponents. The^hostile movements of savage tribes was given bb one 
reason for the '' l)enevolent and disinterested" invasion by Gaines. And who set on these 
tribes ] What Governor of Tennessee was it that left hia wiib and white ftmily,.to many the 
daughter of an Imuan Chief, discard the robes of civilisation, turn savage, and be ready, when 
the revolt was niutiued, to head the advoiturers shipped from New-York and New^means, 
and who composed the <^'t/^ of the army of Texas 1 

I have been a warm admirer of John C. Calhoun. His superior powers of intellect, great 
experience, and leal liberality in muiy respects, gave gtound for good hope that, as Secwtaiy 
of State to John Tyler, he would prove that he had a neble son! by some honett «id abfe 
stroke of statesmanship^add Texas to the Union, but not as a slave man, nor by tnin^^f^^ig 
Mexico^and exhibit a teeling in favor of the oppressed claaseB of society, tj^ether.vhiie or 
black. Mr. Calhoun had but one end and aim in accepting a seat in the cabinet"-the defenee 
of the negro-driver's whip, and increasing to the greatest possiUe extent the marloet for thcae 
who raise slaves for sale, as we northerners raise black cattle Nullification in 1832 migfat 
plead as a defence an oppressive taxation or an unequal taiifif, but Caihoan'a staiesmanahip, 
in 1&14, exhibited a far worse sort of nullification, me might of tike executive of the Union 
stretched to its ver}' utmost to strengthen and consolidate the combined slave owness of the 
south as THE permanent and omnipotent element of auength, the great mling power on this 
continent, with the breeding, trading and working of human beings, as if they were propeny, 
chattels, horscR, asses, mules or oxen, beasts of burthen. When I read Cailioun^lctiar to 
King at Paris, where he tells him that the British people had paid a hundred «i»ni«ii« of dol- 
lars to compensate slave owners in the West indies ibr fireeing their afatvee paid othcar iaSty 
millions extra for sugar, the product of fma labor— paid another Imndred miUionatowuda tw 
suppression of the detestable system of kidnapping and selling heatiien Afiicanato Ohzmtian 
rccelirrs, and that tlieir capital, vested in tropical possessions, was at the brink of min, tbroagh 
these stupendous exertions towards bringing about that millenium of justiee and nnivtersal 
kindness foretold in the Biblo^when I saw him sit down to oateulata the gains of hia ajnMt 
of coercion, and tiy to excite iU feelings towarda fingbuid in the minds of the J^^ 
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Civilisation, and expose themselves to relapses into a semi-barbarous state, 
under the impulse of wild imagination, and for the name of great possessions. 
Perhaps there is no people on earth, on whom the ties of local attachment sit 
so loosely. Even the wandering tribes of Scythia are bound to one spot, the 

])hecy that nnfoigiving hate and deadly revenge would be the inevitable result of a system of 
Kindness and compassion towards those whom, during^ eighteen centuries, white men have 
treated cruelly, and talk of cheap staples gained by flogging work out of God's creatures, I relu(!- 
tantly gave him up, as I had given up Van Buren, with whom he may yet again, as he has twice 
already, coalesce. In his letter to Wilson Shannon, his envoy-EXTRAOUDlN AR Y, as he surely 
was, he first gives as a reason for annexing Texas, that Mexico was not trying to recover it — and 
next, that it would be altogether uial apropos, and quite offensive to this Union, were Mexico 
10 try to recover Texas while annexation was pending ! Calhoun was the first wh6 made me 
ashamed of the part I had taken in Canada. I had endeavored, as it seemed, to place Canada 
in the hands of the slaveholder, in order that no place of refuge might remain in the land of 
Jefferson and Franklin, for an oppressed race, on this side the gravfr— and this, too, while 
catholic MEXICO and protcstant Britain — the methodist, baptist, episcopalian, quaker, Ro- 
rn^n catholic, independent and presbyterian of England and Ireland were cheerfully submit- 
ting to enormous taxation and great privations to raise the African in the scale of civilisation ! 

The Cx-Gk>vemor of free Ohio, His Excellency Wilson Shannon, to wit, cut a most deplora- 
ble figure in Mexico. Senor Rejon, the Mexican minister, told him, Oc*. 31, 1844, that "in 
the declaration and act of independence of Texas, those who figured as the leaders were 
almost all from the United States, as were also the general and others who composed the 
army that fought under the standard of Texas in the battle of San Jacinto | and in many 
parts of the United States meetings were held publicly to provide, and they did actually pro- 
vide, men, arms, ammunition, and other warlike stores. It has since clearly appeared that the 
point aimed at was to separate that rich and extensive territory from the power of its legitimate 
sovereign in order to annex it to the United States ; a measure of policy which, as it is ex- 
pressly said in the note of his Excellency Mr. Shannon, ' HAS BEEN LONG CHERISHED, 
AND BELIEVED INDISPENSABLE FOR THE SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE 
UNITED STATES, AND WHICH, FOR THESE REASONS, HAS BEEN INVARIA- 
BLYFURSUED BY ALLPARTIES OF THAT REPUBLIC, AND BY ALL ADMINIS- 
TRATIONS FOR THE LAST TWENTY YEARS.' " 

What a confession ! Does it not show, asked Rejon, " that the declaration of independence 
by Texas, and the demand of its annexation to the United States, arc the wor^ of the govern- 
ment of the citizens of the latter, being interested in making this acquisition, which they have 
considered, for the last twenty years, indispensable for the safety and welfare of their republic V 
" The citizens of the United' States who proclaimed the annexation of Texas, with the excep- 
tion, perhaps, of the first colonists, went there, not to remain subject to the Mexican Republic, 
but to annex it to their country ; strengthening, by these means, the peculiar institutions of 
the southern states, and opening a new field for the execrable system of negro slavery." " If 
[the U. S.j aspires to find more land to stain with the slavery of an unlucky branch of the 
haman family, [Mexico] strives, by preserving what is its own, to diminish the aliment wliich 
the former desires for so detestable a traffic." 

I am no abolitionist — that is, I would not compel, or attempt to coerce states or nations who 
encourage domestic slavery, to change their policy— though i might reason with them if per- 
mitted^-but I cannot forego the pleasure ol condenming the avarice which seeks Texas as a 
monopoly market for the slaves her planters breed for traffic. Benjamin Lundy tells us, that 
•* In the Viiginia Convention of 1829, Judge Upshur, of the Superior Court, observed, in a 
speech of considerable length, that if Texas should be obtained, which he strongly desired, it 
would raise the price of slaves, and be a great advantage to the slaveholders in that state. Mr. 
Gholson also stated, in the Virginia Assembly, in the year 1832, that the price of slaves fell 
twenty-five per cent, within two hours after the news was received of the non-importation act 
which was passed by the l^slaturc of Louisiana. Yet he believed the acquisition of Texas 
would raise their price fifty per cent, at least" 

Calhoun is frauK— he has nothing of the fox or weasel in him, as he said of Van fiuren 
once, and might have added of Butler also. I like him for that. Instead of taking Murphy, our 
T^xan diplomatist's hint, not to '* offend our fanatical brethren of the north-— tuk about civil, 
political, and religious libertv, say nothing about abolition — this will be found the safest issu? to 
go before the world with"— instead of cant and h3'pocrisy he ptlainly tells Pakenham, the Eug- 
ush envoy, in kis capacity of secretary for the republic, April 18, 1844, that " that which i« 

C4LLED tLAVBRT 18 IN RBALITV A POLITtCAL INSTITUTION ESSENTIAL TO THE PEACE, SAFSTT AND 

niospiRrry op those states in which it exivtb." In other words, Texas is annexed, in oxder 
that the bondage of the African race may be made perpetual. Can this be the language, this 
the polie/i this the jodgmeat of the firet free government in the world 1 If not, wherein do 



66 LOVE ONJB ANOTHER. NOdLE DESTINY OF SONS OP THE PILORIMS. 

graves of their fathers ; but the homes and eraves of our fathers detain us feebly. 
The known and familiar is oflen abandoned for the distant and untrodden ; and 
sometimes the untrodden is not the less eagerly desired because belonging to 
others. We owe this spirit, in a measure, to our descent from men, who left 
the old world for the new, the seats of ancient cultivation for a wilderness, and 
who advanced by driving before them the old occupants of the soil. To this 
spirit we have sacrificed justice and humanity, and through its ascendf nc}*, the 
records of this young nation are stained with atrocities, at which, communities 
grown grey in corruption might blush." 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Farewell to the land where in cliildhood I wandered, 
In vain is she mighty, in vain » she brave ; 
Unbleist is the blood that for tyrants is sauandered, 
And fame has no ^Teath for the brow ot the slave. 

A thorn in the foot, — Van Buren mid Crawford opposed to naturaKxed ciHxenM, — 
Chvemor Marcif, — like Bombers. — W,H, Crawford* — Coleman. — Dr, Cooper 
on the Injustice of the Native Principle. — Polk. — Langtree and O^SuUivan. — 
John Knox. — Who united Church and State? — Rufus JSng. — On Indkm 
Marriages, — M^Lane on Van Btiren. — Van Buren on Jackson. — Van Buren in 
U. S. Senate. 

Courteous reader, had you ever a thorn m your foot 1 A thorn in the foot 
affords an excellent illustration of the pain and trouble which a very small 
foreign substance may giye when in a hostile position in the human system. Is 
it the part of wisdom for any party in the Union to enrol among its principles 
the political proscription of foreigners 1 In a conunercial country there alwa^'s 

Polk and Walker differ from Upshur and Calhoun 7 " There shall be a firm, inviolable and 
universal peace, and a trie and sincere priendshib between the United States of America 
and the United Mexican States." Peace, truth, friendship and sincerity are not now so well 
understood at Washington as it is hoped they will be hereafter. 

" Why cannot we rise to noble conceptions of our (Jeslinv T' asks Channing of Clay. 
** Why do we not feel that our work as a nation is, to carry treedoni, reli^on, science, and a 
nobler form ot human nature orcrthis continent ; and why do we not remember, Uisl to disuse 
these blessings we must first cherish them in our own borders ; and that whatever deeply and 
permanently corrupts us will make our spreading influence a curse, not a bl&ssing, to tnis new 
world 1 Public lire appeals to the noblest, as well as basest principles of human nature. It 
holds up for pursuit enduring fame, as well as the notoriety of the passing hour. By ginng 
opportunities of acting on the vast and permanent interests of a nation, it often creates a deep 
sense of responsibility, and a generous self-oblivion. I have too much faith in human nature 
to distrust the influence of great truths and high motives on any class of men, especially on 
men of commanding intelligence. There is a congeniality between vast powers of thought 
and dignity of purpose. None are so capable of .sacrificing themselves as those who have 
most to sacrifice, who, in offering themselves, make the greatest oflerings to humanity. With 
this conviction, I am not discouraged by the anticipated smiles and scofis of liiose, who will 
think that in insisting on national purity as the essential condition of lre€<lom and greatness, 1 
have preached to the winds. To you, Sir, rectitude is not an emptyname, nor will a measure, 
iraught with lasting airruption and shame to your countr>', seem to you anything but a fear- 
ful calamity." 

How oflen have I read this letter, and applied it to Calhoun, in the sense tliat its excellent 
author applied it to Clay ! I am ashamed to say that I overrated, not the cleanicss of his intel- 
lect, but the character of his ambition. Surely the man, who would control the republic, now 
and for ever, through the votes of African ignorance, represented by Anglo-Saxon cupidity on 
•he floor of Congress — who woald place the Intelligent " freemen of the north at the mercy ot 
the Spaniards of Mexico, the mongrels of South America," (or something wonc,) by progressivo 
annexations and slave-breeding, will not fill a page of liistory as a wise statesman I 
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will be vast niimbeis of foreigners, so also in a country where labor is high and 
land cheap. It is bat as it were yesterday since foreigners were among the 
bravest and truest in two wars ; here they are ; here they will be ; whether for 
strength or for weakness ; as a shield to protect or as a thorn to goad and inflame ; 
peaceful and contented as your brothers ; intelligent, discontented, maddened, 
as your gibeonites, helots, slaves. I have no desire to see the Flag of the Union 
torn In two, with the stars to natives born, and the stripes to the victim of per- 
secution who has fled to your classic shores, to take refuge near the Reld of 
Lexington or base of Bunker Hill. Such a policy would weaken us within and 
without ; foreign nations would read our declaration in days of old when their 
aid was grateful, and despise the intolerance and hypocrisy, the greediness 
of place and power which had, in three score years, falsified the noble record. 
Hundreds of tnousands of men. Able to read, reason, and reflect, would not be 
anxious to fight for a land where insult was their only portion, where they had 
only the bondsman*s place to struggle for, and the exclusive privileges of a mas- 
ter class to secure to those who would fill every office, administer government 
for themselves, and treat us as Polk does his negroes. Are these states not 
weak enough already, with three millions of enslaved men and women, having 
such infuriated feelings as Calhoun describes, the result of ages of oppression r 
Would the wanton degradation of half a million or a million of men like me, 
could it be ejl&cted, strengthen those defences, to secure which some eighteen 
or twenty millions of dollars are yearly expended in time of peace 1 

In order that we mav the more clearly understand the characters of Van 
Buren, Marcy,* Flagg, Wright, Bowne, Noah, Coleman, Earll, Keyes, Butler, 

• W. L. Marcy, in Fehmary, 1838, handed over the brothers Bomber, farmers from the 
north of Irehind, and citizens, nine or ten years re«ident here, for trial on a political char^ of 
murder, to Buchanan the English Consul. This he did in the teeth of the law. Jndgfe Brady, 
speaking of the Bambers, mentions that they were Presbyterians— old Mr. H. a United Irish- 
man— and adds: " I waitied on the Governor—produced papers which, if properly consiilered, 
should obliterate every feature of the offence ibr which they were doomed to be sacrificed, if 
delivered to the ready executioners of a corrupt Government. The Executive [Marcy], stern 
and inexorable, refused to mnt their freedom." When the Senate of Hamburg, a corrupt and 
cringing body, gave up Blackwell and Tandy to the British, they excused themselves to Napoleon 
as being weak. His reply was this—" Courage and virtue are the prescrvoi-s of states — 
cowardice and crime are their ruin. You have Wolated the laws of hospitality— a thing which 
never happened amonf the most savage hordes of the desert. Your lellow-citizcns will ft»r 
ever reproach you with it. The two unfortunate men die with glory— but their blood will 
bring more evA upon their persecutors than it would be in the power of an army to dc. U 
weak, had you not the resource of weak States 1 Onild vtm nat have Id than escape ?" 

Governor Marry wa^ formerly editor and proprietor of the Troy Budget. It was afterward j 
published for the partv by John W. Kemble, whom the leaders at Albany ordered to be run 
lor state senator, and afterwards used him as their tool. Kemble joined 6i.*«hop, another 
gambling senator, and Edmonds, the Van Buren leader in the senate, in certain stockjobbing 
transactions; and Kemble and Bishop united with Barstow, a bank cashier, in secretly using 
the funds of his bank " to ripen a combination" by which the sto(*ks o( certain raihxMids M-ouki 
yield an unlawful profit Their plot miwarried — ^Young moved to expel Bishop and Kemble 
from the Senate — Kemble resigned— and Charles L. Livingston, whose epistles to lioyt speak 
for them.se] vfs in this volume, voted that Bishop was " guilty of moral and otticial mi>^con> 
duct," but refa<«od to send him back to his constituents for their opinion on that conduct. 
Young and Van Sehaick then very properly resigned, and left the Senate. ' Kcmble's lan^nge 
in the Trov Budget of 1834, shows i^ti. he held the same opinions as Van Buren and Alarcy. 

[Prom tie TVtiy ButlffH.}—*^ To be frank, I shall be heaitily glad when tlie election is over. 
To have the dirty whiskj^-swilling Irish thrusting themselvcM every hour l^etween the ' wind 
and my nobility,^ slobbering over me in every comer of our city, is more than 1 can endure, or 
my stomach bear, without the aid of disinfecting agent*<. If our case is to rest upon these 
vermin for .success, much as I desire it, I shall rejoice to witness i^s overthrow." 

When the people threw Marey off, Polk and Van Buren took him up. The former saved him 
from ruin in 1845, and the latter in 1839. Bancroft's dislike to the Catholics, was one of his 
chief recommendations to Polk's favor. 
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Jacob Barker, Croswell, Skinneri Cambreleng, and the leading supporters of 
Crawford and the U. S. Bank, in 1S24, it vfill be necessary to look into the prin- 
ciples and general character of Crawford. The reader will £uid thai he wsa 
avowedly the champion of what is now called the native party, ever hostile to 
the claims of the persecuted from other lands who seek equal rights and equal 
laws in America. His hatred to persons of foreign birth, to whom Clinton was 
ever friendly, endeared him to Croswell, Van Buren, Wright, Butler and Skin- 
ner, insomuch that the Albany Argus* opposed Monroe, and was friendly to 
.Crawford in 1816, while Clinton refused to be a candidate in opposition to 
iVIonroe, in whose favor his influence was exerted. 

Crawford, in IS 10, all but defeated Monroe in the congressional caucus as a 
candidate for the Presidency ; but his ivativeism, his hatred to foreign-bom 
citizens turned the scale in favor of Monroe. In Nov., 1824, he came within 
two or three votes in the legislature, of getting the whole thirty-five jpresiden- 
tial votes ( f N. Y. ; but here again his intolerance turned the scale a^nst him. 
Had he got the vote of N. Y., the name of J. Q. Adams could not ^ve been 
sent to the House of Representatives, so that he could not have been President. 
Van Buren was served in Baltimore, in 1844, as Crawford had been twenty years 
before ; but in the 1844 case, there was a secret understanding. 

Among other eminent citizens who felt insulted by Crawford's ill-timed 
sentiments, the celebrated jurist. Judge Cooper, of S. C. (theu of Pa.), addressed 
several letters to Mr. Madison, over the signature of Americus, through the 
Democratic PresSy in April, 1616, from which the following are extracts: 

" Mr. Crawford, a schoolmaster in Albemarle county, Virginia, conceiving it more for his 
interest to choose some new profession, and some new theatre of action, removed to one of the 
boundary counties of liie state of Geoi^a, as a county court lawyer. In such a situation, a man 
of toK'ra'ble education, manners and conduct, finds it no difficult task to become eonrawnous 
among frontier settlers. In due time he was sent to Congress, and then, by that kind or dexte- 
rous management wliich men of moderate talents are not unfrequently weU qualified to punae, 
he acquired in^uence enough to be sent as ambassador to ErBnce."t 



* The .\K)any Argus, Sept., 1824, tells us that William H. Crawford wai bom in Viisiaia, S4th Fab. 17JS-- 
the son of h iHbDrer— ^tnl^mted to Georgia at the age of 14— followed the plow till 91 — then turned •cboolmaa- 
ter, and finally set up bu>ine«(H as n lawyer. At a meeting of the younc men of Aufutta, Ga., Jtaly S, 1796, aa 
address was votrd to President Adams, expressing full confidence in his adminlBtratiOB, and afiealiic to eiM- 
tain it. CrHwtuni was on the coumuttee who reported this addreta, which he sanclioMd. u 1610 
ho voted npaln't ircrfH>irg the nnvy, but the war rhanged his viewi. He fought several duels, la mie 
of wlj.ch he shot I'cicr L. Vun Alen, a native of N. Y., and Solicitor General of Ga., dead, and in the 
other was woundi d by (leneral Clarice. In Jan., 1806, in the U. 8. Senate, he opposed Jeflbrson's embaigo 
bill, but in 9 or 10 inunths rhanged his mind. It was to his credit that he rose from Che statioa of a labenr to 
tbut of co^•!re&^m-ltl— : at in the U. fi Senate— became a minister of sUte — ^was sent out to Fvaaoe as anrtMnti- 
dor— imd was ihou; lit \v<'r:hy of being a candidate for the chair of Washington— if his course was manly and 
honorable. Thr^i it wns not a wi^e one for the Union, the files of the Aurora, edited hy the elder Duane, andllr. 
n.tilaa' hdlili^>ion'^ nlnmd intly show. The evidences of corruption and rottenness in the flnanefal detmrtneat, 
wh.ch " u Native of Vir);ini:i " exhibited to the public, may be found on the files of tlie Evening PQBt->yat we 
find WilliHin Colrnirin. the loading federal editor in N. Y., in his paper of Nov. 2, 18S4, exclaiming, **! aivehhn 
(CrHwford) a decided preference, heartily, cheerfully, and with the (till approbationuf my delibeiate JudgpnenL** 

Coleman bad he^n the btw iiartner of Burr, but went round to Hamilton and the federalists, who estahlUhed 
him in 1801. i*s (he fir t editor of il>e N. Y. Evening Post, in which situation he was conspicttons for his abase 
of Clinton. Einnift. .Mi xN'even, and the United Irislu In 1807 he thus spealis :— '* Intolerable iasttU! OMSt the 
assertors of Aniericu's tights t>e confounded with the assassins iif Wlclclow mountains 1 must the Amarif n 
revolution bestow on evcr>' anarchiid and public disturber [alluding to Emmet, McNeven, and their (Heads] 
the right to rlaiin Ametiea for his home and Americans fur nls kindred 1 The attempt to show a relationship 
between VniUd Irhhmcn and Americans is as impudent and detestable as it is insldloos. Is Naw Torfc tebe 
governed by 1 'o VVt tt Clinton for it.<^ b;ishaw, aided by Thomas Addis Enunet and his Janissaries ? It Naw York 
to le put into the hnnd^ uf United Irishmen and forkiomkrs T If it is to tie rescued ftt>m this fate it mast be 
hy the hands and by the hearts ef honest jimericans." VVhen I come to suite Crawfbrd's qaallficaUofis a Ullla 
more fully, no one will inonder tlntt Van Buren, Coleman, Wright, Ombreleng, Noah, Plagg, and Butler 
trampled «>r) the people's dG;tre^t rights in the hope of securing to him the presidency. 

T Ji.dgc C< o(cr also -i. it^, th.tt Crawford could not speak a word of French, but stalked about the drawing- 
room- of ^^•ris imrble i > n-k n question or give a reply. Ills papers were informal, ahd Talleyrand did budness 
wiib D B. Wardt n, the Amtrican Cuii^ul, a learned Irishman, [who lately died in FntnCc, a member of the la- 
Kd'uu-.l li 1 the mistake was recufii d at Washington. Crawford was piqued without cause, nd turned Warden 
out of cdicf wniioui authority, to ihc .innoyance and iniury of the mercbania of Philadelphia andJNfew Torlu On 
hli (Crawibrd's) Mum to Wa-hingion, Monroe's enemies, and the I - . - ^. 



hLi (Crnwiord's) Mum to Washington, Monroi's enemies, and the enemies of Uberal foreign citizenk,flocJt«d to Bis 
staodMrd, as i be opi>onent o( Monn.c for the presidency. ** This man,** says Cooper, ** may be seeretanr <tf war, fept 
bewiliasvaabvthepevple'tprahidanL'' Bawasright. AJBUica has an honest and troa heart, and Ciawibi4n4 
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"BofBOM [eoBtl»Mi Ooopor] Mr. Cmwfbid wera to ny m General Deu-boni once said to a citizen bora 
•knilCMtrltoftMiait«Mlakad two of Oie ItigeXaad moat mccQieral manafactorles In oar country. ' Bat, sir 
(•ayathf .GeoeralX you are notan American bom.* * well, sir (replied my fHend), and what thra ) How came 
I heier * At a« age when 1 wee able to choose my eoantry, on matnre oonslderation and refloction, I came 
heie deUbermiely (twa choicer I became a dtlzen apon yoar own lerms and pro|>o«ali— according to year con- 
sdtodon and laws, which gave me eqaal rights with yourself. 1 bmaght wealth, knowledge, and indusuy with 
■M. 1 have embarked aJI my fiirtune in yo«r eoontry ; 1 have deliberately risked my hapnineis, and that of 
my wilb ami chlldMn^ upon the same chance with yoarself. I have renounced former connections to become one 
ofyoa. I have made sacrifices to come here. I am moted and Americanized here, and so is my family. Wo re- 
flecmd and cooaalsed en the sabjtet, and, renooneliig every other, have chosen this as our country. How came 
TOUhfnJ Not by choice, bat by chance ; without yoar own iRiowlcdge, exertion, or consent, ynn found 
yooiself heie, because your parents chose to ptooe yea We. Your first appearance in America wa« hs a weak, 
iwlplMB. aquaOlnii pulingi dirty, naked infiint, requiring the assistance of others to keep you alive ; dependent 
npoo the care of others fbr twenty 3rear8 of your edstenee. You were born and staying' In America, because 
you could aef help tti yon have nmalned here beoause yon knew no better, without choice, notion, or reflec- 
doa. And do tod compare yourself, as an American, to mel' I would not like, m an American, to acknow- 
ledge the whole of this reasoning, but there is something in it I would tnke the liberty, sir, if 1 dared take a 
liberty with so great a man, of asking Mr. Crawford, whether General Montgomery, General Gates, Geneml 
Lsfiiyette, Baron Steuben, Banm De Kalb, General Koekinsko, General Pulaski. General Uamiluin, General St. 
Clair, Geneml Lee, and General Stewart were not foreicnen } Whether the officers and soliii»M of the Penn- 
sylvania line were not foreigners 1 Whether our financiers, Robert Morris and Alexander Hnmilton, were not 
foielgnerB 1 Had our country any need to repent receiving, with open anns, these fuoitivks or tbs old 
W0BL9 1 Does It become a man of yesterday, a man whose most distinguished act has been the famous report 
now under eoodderatiao, who is hardly known, but by the bigotry of his sentiiuenU. ami ihu imprudence of 
Us QOBduBt; does it beeoow such a man, who amuses himself like an Idiot boy In tho wood^, with pulling 
down a wasp^s nest about Ms ears ; does It become such a man to stfgmatlKe, indirectly, the^ warriors and 
sages of the revolution 1 Is thtre onegUam of conmum »en*» ra Mr. Crawford's wanton insult of his colUofmes 
m ^pee, Mr. DalUts mtd Mr. CNUimtin ; amd of you, str^ who oppointod these welHnfonued and aide wen 7 bho w 
me the fomlgiieff who ever eame to Anaerica, who has been or could have been guilty uf such a needless, wan- 
ton, mWehlevoos, mischtef-making sarcasm upon the whole American people, their ancestors, their constitu- 
fions, their laws and usages, such as is Implied substantially in this bmvura finale of Mr. Crawford's Indian 

I hsre experienced much kindness from the American people, and am satisfied 
that, but for the malevolence of some of their rascally politicians, aided by lazy 
preachers,* who have less of Christianity in them than of jealousy of other more 

showed bis hand too early fbr a succeasfhl game. Van Buren and his confedcratee showed very Uttle sagacity 
when they fbllowed for eight long years the fortunes of Judge dmwford. 

'Mf fa a dirty blid ihaft beliBale its tmn nest," says Oooper. At this time (1816) a majority of t)io whole people 
ofiheU. B. coBsliC <rf'nativ«e of Great Britain and Ireland, or the descendants of 8 ucli. Fu]19-10thdof ihopnreats 
of the American people, in 181$, were natives of the British dominions. Did not CrawToni calumniate morr' 
than hair the Amenean people (of that day), and more than OLiOths of their immediate ancestors ? Add also the 
Oerman, Swedish, and Fmneh parts of the population. Did not Sngland well receive and encourage Yfvut, Cop» 
ky, Cooat Rwnfoid, Count BowmaSfDr. Solander, Mr. Plants, M. de Magellan and the Abbe Cort-a? Have 
we fivepenooa to the square mile 1 Has not England SOO ? D) we not want home manufaci m fs ? Wnere can 
ikU in the arts, sciences uid manufactures and improvements, in every profenslon, be found (nut of AmtTica) 
more ttaaa hi England, France and Germany 1.. Do we not owe much to our immiifration laws, encouraging men 
of skUl to eome here? Crawford had adviMd Americans to marry Indian sava^^us in preference to the (iauuhiers 
ef Boolmen, Oenaans, Bnglish or Irishmen. He would have Yankee girls called Mn-. Silitlo;;, M:s. Great Buf- 
fido, Mrs. Little Turtle, Ufa. Mad-dog, Mrs. Tecumseth, dec, by way of increasing social hapiilnc^s o.i our 
IWiQlien. 



** Mr. Seeietary Crawfh«U*e-dl«graceAil Unbeeility as ambasaadnr abroad, appears to have made him srcrotaxy 
of war at home ) for eieepling his gross, his manifest want of talent and aaiuireiuent, his pouipous dc()oriment, 
his egregious vanltj, his despode measurse while mlaistsr, hissccret but not inefficient enmity to > outiieif (Mr. Madi- 
son] uid Mr. Bfonroe, and to the wlshte of the reprtUoan party, joined to his double-fitct d conduct on liie lute 
nomination of a Aiture pmsMent to succeed yourself— «ykae fmdifMtion has this (nnii 1 Is there one putKon in 
ths eounhy in the least convenant with the charaeters and eondua of American politicians, wiio docn not know 
that every American In Parle, was put te the perpetual Muah Cram the If noranco and insiKuilicauce ot Mr. Craw- 
ford SB ambaasador there ! You oe«ld not have kept him there ; and yet this mati cuuiefi hom«s to uoderuiine, 
•ad if he dare, oppose the republican candidate, fMonroe.J and to be made secretary of war : Thomcui ficiierboa 
would not hove done tfais.** 

• Though an admirer of the bold and dauntless Scottish reformer^ Knox, I am not preju- 
diced against other sects. M'Crie got more praise fbr his life of that eminent man than his 
work merited. It is a; fact thai Knox proposed, in Scotland, more than 250 years a^o, in his 
second Blast, the maintenance of principles not a whit behind the glorious declaration of inde- 
pendence, in 1776. MoreoTer, he was, like me, many years a banished man, or outlaw from 
his native Scotiaod. There I can sympathize with hma. Even England was shut against him 
by Glueen Elizabeth on acoonnt of Ms first BUst. Dr. Johnson, the rcviler of the American 
HeToliition« calls Knox '* the ruffian of ^e Reformation," but he never sanctioned that union 
of chfuch and State which made a king or queen the spiritual head of both. " Wc find [says 
Dr. 0. Pise] that no Catholic goverunent ever united the King and the Church, making the 
King head of both Church and State. No. This was the effect of the liberty, as it is so 
tem^of the Reformation j for we find that after that event, Prussia, Sweden, Denmark, 
Hi^fauid, and England established this connection, and made tiic temporal .sovereign at the 
Bame time tibeir spiritaal ruler ; the King in these coimtries, or the Clueen as it may be, being 
the head of government both temporal and spiritaal. Rome has opened her gates even to the 
Jews. Rone Jim givai protecticn to the luObrtimate captives of Judea." when Van Bnren 
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active priesthoods, the ill-will expressed towards our farethreii from CaiMda, 
Europe, &c., would be unknown. Well might Greeley say, in his whig almume 
for 1845, '' Native Americanism struck us a hard blow. * • * Mr. Polk, on 
this single question gained more than enough votes in the state of N. Y. to elect 
him.^' Nativeism killed off John Adanui's administration, and assisted in under- 
mining that bold, intelligent, and powerful party, the federalists ; it tamed the 
scale against Crawford in 1816 and * 1824; a professed hatred of it, which, it is 
evident he did not feel, as I have shown in another place, secured to Polk an 
honor of which 1 think he has proved himself, thus far, not the most worthy. 

WAS Presiilent , the Roiiibd Catholic paper of N. Y., 7%c 7V«(A 7>fier, by William Denman, 
thus censured his iutolerancc. ** Wtiat do we find during tiie PreBidential coolest 1 It wis 
deemed by some person in one of the Westem States, important to inquire whether Mr. Vaa 
Buren was a Catholic or not, and to this inquiry a reply was ^ven tkai he tnvs m de kMi 
ofrmtins several churches, biU that he (IAD NEVER YET ENTERED A CATHOLIC 
CHAPLL. There Avas something in the reply well calculated to deeply wound the pride and 
feelings of thoHc who had been educated in that faith. It seemed as if the Catholic Church had 
be«*n avoided a.s a pestilence and a lazar house. The whole of the administration presses pub- 
lislie<l the correspondence with exultation. Not only has the administrMicm avoided taking up 
the defence of their |)en$ecuted friends, but has actu^y added insult to injunr. It placed Mr. 
Baucrol), the open foe and reviler of Catholics, in office, as if to try how tar their enduruice 
would submit. Afler Gov. Marcy had committed a fatal error, in surrendering the Bambenk 
and had made himself obnoxious to adopted citizens— what did the leaders of the party 1 Did 
they rt&ce another democrat in nomination for his place t No. H« was pot forth ana waa to 
have been crammed down the throats of the rebellious Irish. Their wishes or dislikes were 
not to be considered." 

Judge Irving (brotiier of Washington Irving) in his oration before the Tammany Society, 
May ItB, 1810, offered the following philosophical remarks against intolerance. 

" No error hiui been more productive of hwnan misery, than that which in most countries has 
placed its religious, under the control of its civil institutions. There is no such thing as bend- 
ing conscience— its texture is not malleable— it cannot be cooled and wanned at pleawe to dif- 
ferent degrees of tem|)eraturc. The most valuable members of a community are ttiose who are 
in heart zealously auached, and scrupulously obedient, to their religious tenets. Among those 
are we to look tor patient industry, strict frugalitv, correctness of morals, and regularity of life. 
Here are we to search for that honesty ingrafted on religion, which teaches the fulfihneat of 
individual contracts, the preservation of order, the reverence of law, and the sacred allegiance 
clue to our country. Tu£ nation that wars against any moral sect, whatetsb may bb its 

CAST, WAUa AGAINST ITS OWN PROSPERITY, AND SAPS THE FOUNDATIONS OF ITS STRBNOTB/' 

* Ruhis King, tbntiKh a federalist, and no friend to Fronch politic! or the Iriah revolt, la 1796. was tupportcd 
•V Vnn Buren oftener than once for the highest oflleea, bocanie of hia dlaUke to i<Dnl|iien. Van Bima, Root, 
ajid Young were Klne's lending snnporleni for the office ofBaBalor to the U. 8. hi iKW, aad he was n-elected 



by Vnn Buren oftener than once for the highest offlees, becanie of hIa dlaUke to i<Dnl|iien. Van Bima, Root, 
ajid Young were Klne's lending snnporleni for the office ofBaBalor to the U. 8. hi Ikw, aad he was n-elected 
Hlinost unanimoiisly, ClnrkAon Cruhus, of N. Y., Comellua Henoy, of BnioUya, aad Haaier, excepted. 



althongh the same party the year before had choaea to let the stale to without a AiU raprasentatioa father 
than appoint him. Mr. King was the fedoial senator for the state la 1789. la I813» he was elected C. fi. 
k>«nnti>f, 68 to 61 votes fbr Gen. J. W. Wilkin, reirablleaB. This was Vaa Btiraa^a act, «« hU party had the ma- 
.H>rtty in senate. In 181(1, Rul\is King was the lederal caadldate lor fnsldeBt. He aupponed the war eilectu* 
ally towArds itseloae, and whs a steady opponent of the extaaaloa ef slavery la MIsaoiui. Vaa Bona, whaa 
canvassing for King in 1819. thus wrote tu a IHaad : 

** I should sorely regret Ui And any flagging oo the snMect of Mr. King. Wt) aia conualtted to hIa avpport. 
It is both wise and honest, and wo must have no flntlerlog l« our course. Mr. Khig's views towards ue are 
honorable and correct The Missouri auestion conceals, so Ihr as he to concerned, no plot, aad we akail giva 
it a true direction. You know what the Otelfogs and views of our Meads wan whoa I saw yoa ; and you 
know what we then concluded to do. My ' Coaaldeiations,' die, aad tha sapect of the Albany Aifas, will 
Hhow yott that we have entered on the work la earnest. We caaaot, therefore, look back. Let ua aoC, there- 
fore, have any hailing. I will put my head on iU propriety." 

In 1824, RufuK King took a truly republican stand in the Senato, afalnst C^wlbrd aB#fhe«Mtial eaocaa lit 
—Van Bnrrn and bU confederates wereoflended, and on the 7th of Jan., 183&, Mr. Klagdedlaed a l»-aloettiMi« 
for he knew be could not be returned. His sons went with AdanM*s admhiUiratloB, aad aooe experieacad the 
HiMt bitter enmity from the Anus. 

I have spol^en nf " ArUtlde*,^ a pamphlet by W. P. Van Nass, Van Buten's law-teacher, who opposed Clin- 
ton, and Hbhnrred threi|nier.i. '• VHlets tktf [the Immigrants to America ftnm abfoad, aaya Van Ness] areJUM ni 
pnfjftr tubordination hf tMp ffenerBl irfettntion a/ wfmsrtMiw, or umtrtiUi k^lam, the ptopU ^tkit eaaafry anwt 
prtpart to surrender tkcir ri^kt^, and Mf/«r their opinions to he regmloted, nH hg their o^ngoed eenee^hnt tea 
few despemtc and lieenliouejorei^ere:' He wanted the alien and sedition laws back agHln, and, like Vaa Bu- 
ren and Wright, was a Qmwford man in 1831, as was his bmthftr General Van Nesa, the banker, WaablMtDn. 

Another of Van B\irrn*!i follou'nr*, who was many yaars in the kuim seaalo ihioofh hto iaflaeaoei aai that 
of his mnfed^^mtwt. Jamm Pinvorx, itf Catikill, thus described foreign dtiiens, in a 4lh of July oraUoa. deliv- 
ered at Hudson :-^< What is the evil tIAt has reduced every republic to hisignlffennce and in&my, lo com- 
nleie ruin 1 The introduction of foreign dlaorganisers ; they who kaow no dUlbrence betweeh a King and a 
President, between Uberty'afld IIcentlonsiAss : who are ftndllar with ths gnttlMBa, aad UiSiirraeClMS SC hoMS 
aad who know of no other fe^M but that which thegailowa i — ' — " 
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It itf a curious coincidence, that while Crawford was thus undervaluing and 
despising foreign mechanics, the £nglish courts of law were busily employed, 
punishing them by fine and imprisonment for endeavoring to emigrate to the U. S. 
Albert Gallatin, always the advocate of a National Bank, was placed on the 
ticket with Crawford, as the candidate for Vice President, but his foreign birth 
seemed to have marred his fortune, insomuch that he had to leave the course 
before the race was over.* 

In March, 1816, at the close of that war, in which foreign born citizens — 
from Lawrence, who closed his eyes in death, exclaiming ^^ Don't give up the 
8hip !" to the gallant Capt. Blakely of the Wasp — ^and the son^^ of foreigners, 
from Commodore Charles Stewart to Commodore McDonough — distinguished 
themselves among the bravest of the brave, and the truest of the true of Ame- 
rica's sons, William H. Crawford, being at that time Secretary at War, to which 
station he was called, after his European tour as Ambassador to Napoleon, gave 
vent to his hatred of the men of Europe in the following report to President 
iVIadison on Indian affairs. From that day forward, Noah, Van Buren, Wright, 
Butler, Cambreleng, Barker, and the Native faction .became his friends, and 
unly deserted him when hope was lost. 

" To Jamps Madison^ President of the United States ; * • • 
If the system already devised has not produced all the effects which were 
expected from it, new ex|^riments ought to be made ; when every effort to 
introduce among them, [the Indian savages,] ideas of exclusive property in 
things real as wt^ll as personal shall fail, let intermarriages between them and 
the whites be encouraged by the Government. This cannot fail to preserve 
the race, with the modifications necessary to the enjoyment of civil liberty and 
social happiness. It is believed, that the principles of humanity in this instance, 
are in harmonious concert with the true interests of the nation. It will redound 
more to the national honor to incorporate, by a humane and benevolent policy, 
the natives of our forests in the great American family of freedom, THAN TO 
RECEIVE, WITH OPEN ARMS, THE FUGITIVES OF THE OLD 
WORLD, WHETHER THEIR FLIGHT HAS BEEN THE EFFECT OF 
THEIR CRIMES OR THEIR VIRTUES. I have the honor to be, &c., 

WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD." 

We have shown the impartial reader, on the clearest evidence, that Van 
Buren, Cambreleng, Noah, Butler, Croswell, Wright and their confederates, 
trampled on the constitution, and violated the right of instruction, to place in 
Monroe's seat, in 1824, a man of a narrow, contracted mind, because he was 
prejudiced against the equal rights of our citizens of foreign birth, and the 

* BlHir, of the Washington Globe, copied th« rollowinit censure of Daniel Webster, when he was Secretary of 
Ptole. from Bryants Bxenlne Post: [How shHfp Ihey hwk after iH English, Irish, Dntch and Scotch:] 

" The appointment of a man named Reynolds, an alirn^ by Mr. Webster, to a place in the department of itate 
h.-u a»toni><ned those who knrw hlni In this city. * * * 7'Ar imlecency of this appcintment of an aiien. U» a 
pKRt in Ibe department which has the charge of nar foreixn relations, will surprise thoae who have not like us, 
cea-cd to lie surprised at nnylhlns done by Mr. Welister." 

What could be more edifying than to tip« the»e inretended friendu of the stranxer. almost in h>iiterics because 
one forelisner had obtained a t^etty clerkship to copy ]iH|)ers ^ L^nirtree and 0*»ullivan were partners in tra^h; 
at WayUinKton. Ihey yiipplied Congress with a vast amount of stnthmery, charging doable what they them- 
selves pnid for many nrticle5, and realizing enormous pilns. I can prove it. They were, nnoreover. proprietors 
of the Democratic Reviev, which Andrew Jackson. M. Van Bnren, the Globe, and the Albany Anrus, had 
publicly recommended, as an organ and exponent of the principles of the party. All parties knew that Lang* 
trre was then nn alien. Wlien the Review failed In VVnahinii^ton, and Lawtree had retired from IL, he came 
to New York and wan naturaltised at the marine court shortly before his death, when he had ecNopleted hii 
probatSoQ of five years. Laogtree h«d ezcelleiK quitlitles of bead and hfut ; hot why pralM him muI •hOM 
the other alien 1 
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champion of the U. S. Bank. While Rufus Kingi in the Convention of 1821 , 
was voting for universal suffrage, without regard to property, such was Van 
Barents hatred of the Irish, and old country people generally, that he thwarted 
King and Young — went for restriction, and declared ^^ that the character of the 
increased number of votes (in N. Y. city) would be such a^ would render the 
elections rather a curse than a blessing ; which would drive imn the polls ail 
sober-minded people/' Clinton was kind to the Irish, and unwearied in his 
efibrts to educate all classes. What has Van Buren done for education t 
Louis M'Lane, now U. S. minister at London, told a friend one day, that during 
all the time he sat with Van Buren in Jackson's cabinet, he never knew him to 
propose or take much interest in any great measure for the public good, but 
where anything was to be done by intrigue or party management, he (V. B.) 
was always the most active.* On referring to Van Buren's letter to Hoyt, 
Albany, January, 4, 1829, it will be seen that he would have avoided the 
appointment of Judge Swanton, one of the United Irishmen of '98, but as the 
city liked the Judge " he did not see how he could avoid the appointment, "f 



CHAPTER XVIll. 



Tuyo Pictures of a Politician, — Van Buren, Flayg, Butler and Marcy^ friendly 
to the U. S. Bank. — They prove its Charter Cottstihttional. — Crawford and 
Gailatin^s Crnwmng Merit. — Monroe^ Crawford, Madison, and Marshall on 
the Bank, — The Albany Argus.^ Thomas Ritchie and M. M» Noah on Jack^ 
son. — Van Buren on a National Bank. — The Albany PttUxon to Biddle for 
a Bank, and Who Signed it. 

In the Nciv York American, of April, 1840, conducted by Charles King, the 
son of that same Rufus King, whom Van Buren had aided in 1813 and sup- 

* Van Buren wtv« appoinrfd, hy tlio IcffiAlatiirr, a^raator ofthc United Sutct for N. Y.,in February, 1831, anil 
took hih *cat in ih" I'. S. ^'okbU', Invidr Rnfua Kinjj, hti coI!«ague. at the opeiiin? of the 17th rontt'rew, on Ifac 
3d «CD>ccinbcr that yi'ar. He remained in the St naie till elect* <1 Roverrior of N. Y. in JsKH— and afterwards prv- 
si.MI four vcrirs In it, from Marclt, 1P33, until \:aroli, IKfl, na Vice President of tb« Rt-pubHc- In 1F2I, being 
ih> n "l-^ yoam old, a rtskimt in Albany, and a Benator elcri ai Waabington, lie whs chosen by Oungo ouunty a 
del- yati' to tho State Convi-ntion to amend thr C<irTf:titution. 

In the IT. B. S'-nnte, he supporrcd R.. M. Joljnih>n*ii ver>' pnmilnr and hnmano propoeiiion, to aboliiih iinpriMiB> 
ni. 'It lor debt, aid piincd public approhniion by oodoinfr— Nonh and other e<Miors copying hiii ^peechea. oa ttiia 
ani th<^' t'li'clor.Ml Ittw, njorc especially the latter, by request tbrough Je^nc lloyt. or •i»me other iollower. He 
w«< for -^citne thnr rhi\1rinan of the judirlary rninniitTOf but iiia propo9iilonp for improv»ment, like the appoint" 
nif'iit ofTnnev and ottii'rN did little |!»od. lie »'rrnis to have been for keeping the niemberii of the 8uprcn»e 
O'tirt on the Clrcnii?, while in this ptate he nnd hi* party Mparatod the appellate jurindiciion aJtoKCtlK*r from th« 
cir:iiii .uid Jurv bUMn«'>a. He veiy justly ternird the |v.\ver of inipenchment. at Washincton, " the seare-frow 
of 1 hi- cni<«iaoilou.'' In lifUJ. Van Buren «ppot( d Adnms's adinini>trniion when it propowd itt^fMid cnnuuisriim- 
or!" or a-'i nin to tlic con'jre^v at Pannnia. Hin tirRntnents. and ihossc of President Polk are not much In acconlaiicc 
with the yWwa of the latter as io nno-iDlerfereflcc in our day. Clinton waw a ireat friend to intcrftsl iinprov^ 
n" its hy tne central gnvcrnuieni— Clav, Adams, ( nlhoun, Van Buren, McDunie, and other men of liie demo- 
rr Mc i-aty, hnd been so-bul on ihi- lUth of r>eccnib<%r. Ir25. Vnn BurHii (.ffend re^uhitlonK, deciartiiK "tliat 
C(>n«:r«i>s dofrs not pomvbs the (tower to make roadii and canala within the revpective stales.'* fie had just made 
ih-: <T.»cov<'ry, ii u'onis, though his new light did not extend to forbid congioM from voting any number of fhoo- 
HH'uti < f .1 .iltrs In make a harbor at Oswej^n. where he hnti a valuable property that rnroe eaay ta hln. If Van 
Bur -n wrt.s >,irc that the IJniJed State* could not iHwiuMy mak* the road*, how is it tiiat I find liim voihig In tbe 
IS* ante to ox.Kt toll's on the Cumberland ruad 1 i^triuige, iride« d, thar U is unlawful to niake the road itM'If. aiid 
ve' irirtfii! to . RiMhli-h mil bars on it, and exact perpetual laxaiinn, aflor >ou h»ivc made it In defiance of all law ! 
lPr««dotil Monroe krpt him tizht in practice, for he vctM-d hi< tn^nplko toil .ict. 

1 1 might Ml a volume inith evidence of the heartfelt hosiilliy to men of foriiffn birth, wMch Van Burtn «nd his 
conred«*»nt« s hnvo trit d to conceal since the advent of Juckson and demise of Cliiiion. The following rxttnct 
from Van Bi>rcn*s Inter to Gansevoort Melville, of ISth March, 18l4,aound« oddly, when read with aome other 
pat^ages in this work : . * . . . ^ 

" Driven from III fated Ireland and Its oppre«eions, tlie family of Oen. Jacktton fought refuse in tJtisnow happy 
country, when-, after a brief season they wert' unhappily again nubjected to the Hinic evils ftom which ihejr had 
In vain hoped to escape. It was soon after their arrival and tome years before the comraeocemeat of the war 
which grew out of the oppresuvr conduct of the mother country, that ibe future hero and stateiman was born. 
A wiiiieif** of thi< stirring scenes of that sanguinary conteet, and to some extent a pfirtlcipator Vn Ito ainiffgles, he at 
tint ecrly ace, like his illustrious co-worker in tbe great eauae of hamaa rlghti, * iwore eternal MUnttj to erwy 
kind of tyranny uver tbe Diiad of man.* '* 

la not ihia tlie imry ce j e n ce of hypocrisy 1 
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ported in 18ld, as U. S. Senator for New York, and who, like Solomon South- 
wick, bad had excellent means of ascertaining Van fiuren's true character, tkm 
foirowiDg article. The Albany Argiis copied it on the 7th of that month^ and 
replied by a torr<int of abuse against King, for which Croswell was prosecuted. 
1 laid aside that number of the Argus, and resolved to judge of the ehai^es it 
contained, by reference to facts only. 

(Prom <he N; Y. AmerioMi—coiiieit lolo thq Albany Aignt, April 7th, 1840.] 

" Mr. Van Buren U a parry politician merely. He has never been anythini!^ else ; and to 
him, personal aaccesg, anfl the flacc&«« of his paHy, are the tint ooiuideratton alv9iy». if 
»iiese happen to coincide with the public welfare^ the two will be proiii3ted together : if, on the 
other hand, they should eondict, as too much they have done, the public welfare would mo^t 
a!«iaiedly be po4:poned or disrej^arded. Such ha« been Mr. Van Burcn's pa»i career, and there 
is nothint? in hid character or political morality, to authorize an expectatiou that the- future 
will he actuated by any hi^fher motives. 

"^We ihfiir therefore, and we ask the atteotion of the public to this position, that the quention 
of peace or war with Great Britain may, at this moment, mainly turn upon the calculations 
which Mr. Van Buren and his friejids may make, as to the chances of his re-election with or 
without the aid of a war. 

" WE ARE AWARE TH AT THIS HYPOTHESIS IMPUTES TO MR. VAN BUREN 
A TOTAL ABSENCE OF MORAL PRINCIPLE, and presents him in the light of a man 
»j intently bent up^in his own success, as to play for it the desperate hazard of war, with all 
its IcMse-s, sufferings, and crime ; but, we repeat, 'the past history of this gentleman justifies the 
h}-pothes!s. HE HAS NO GENEROUS AMBITION— NO NOBLE, DISINTERESTED, 
SELF-SACRIFICING PATRIOTISM— NO ENTHUSIASM FOR TRUTH AND 
RIGHT AS SUBSTANTIVE VIRTUES. HE IS A POLITICAL CALCULATOPh 
AND SCHEMER, AND NOTHING MORE. 

" It is, therefore, not unjust to him, as we view his character, to insist, that if war with Great 
Britain shall hold out a probability of sustaining the present administration in powdk*, war 
may be provoked." 

Soufhwick's o^nnion of Van Buren, after many years of persona*! and political 
intimacy, |^p.263,] is essentially the same ; bdiI Mr. Bryant, in 1^-il, placed 
the followfn|^ descripiion of aa ex^jiresident itader the editorial head of ihe 
New York. Bttidng Poaty as a cominaiucation : 

"Mr. Van Buren HAS LITTLE MORAL FAITH OF At^Y KIND; barely enough to 
need no artificial excitation of body or mind. This deficiency drives him into an artificial 
code of political practice, in which he refers all social actions to individual interests, and all 
iKjlitical actions to combinations of those interastB. HE BELIEVES FIRMLY IN THE 
ibrce of management, or the COOL, CONSIDERATE, ARTFUL APPLICATION OF 
GENERAL PROPOSITIONS TO THE EXISTING TEMPER AND OPINIONS OF 
THE MASSES, as far as Uiese can be ascertained, and WITHOUT ANY LEADING 
REFERENCE TO THEIR PROPRIETY or durability. His generalization of social phe- 
nomena never reaches so far as to A MORAL POWER, OR NECESSARY TRUTH in . 
pnhlle opinion; but hk simply deals witli the collective opinions of men, as manifested by ilic 
representttiTi^, or otherwise con-spicuous individuals from, or among the people, by means of 
certain easy rules analogous to addition, subtraction, multiplication anddirisfon in arithmetic. 
He belongs whollv to the present time. AND MAY BE SAID TO REPRESENT TRADING 
OK BU^ESS POLITICS. HE IS THE VERY IMPERSONATION OF PARTY IN 
ITS STRICTEST FEATURES OF FORMAL DISCIPLUI^E AND EXCLUSIVE COM- 
BINATION. He is ceremonious, polite, reserved in manner, very small, and extremely neat 
in person." 

The history of Van Barents connection with the United States Bank, and 
other institutions dealing in money, will, I think, satisfy every candid, jpquirii:^ 
mind, that he is the artful, unprincipled, political calculator, above described--*-^ 
the captain or chief of a hand of hypocritical knaves, who assume the garb of 
democracy, and the name of patriots, the l}etter and more effectually to deceHe, 
impoverish, and irijurt* the public. 
• if the readtu' will turn to page 1 90. he will find by Van Barents letter, 'f)f 
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Jmmmj 31, 1823| that the Albany Ab6U8| which had been in the hands of his 
hrother-in-laWy Cuitine, was considered by him as the stronghold of his party^ 
and that he had in it a pecuniary as well as a political interest. '* Without a 

PAPER thus EOITBO IN Al«BANY, WE MAT HANG OUE HARPS ON THE WILLOWS. 

With it, the party can survive a thousand such convulsions," says Van 
Buren to his confederate, Jesse Hoyt ;* whom he instructed at the same time, 
with reference to the qua)i6cations of the new editor to be sought after. Leake, 
GantiBe's partner, was, as Hammond tells us, " in feeble health, and of an ex- 
tremely nervous temperament ; so much so as quite unfitted him for the politi- 
cal arena of Albany p— but B. F. Butler, Jesse Hoyt, John Duer, and others, 
fermaded Edwin Croswell, an editor at Cktskill, to allow himself to be nomi- 
nated in the legislature as state printer ; ' and a law passed the senate and 
assembly, March 31, 1823, appointing Croswell and Leake to that lucrative 
office, which Croswell has held from that day to this, with the exception of % 
few brief months of the term when the whigs were in the majority ; and this 
is a proof that Van Buren's war-cry of rotation in office, is, like his other 
political machinery, false and hypocritical, in mockery and derision of the un- 
derstanding of his countrymen. 

Hammond truly describes Croswell as '^cool, cautious, and calculating." 
Peruse his instructions to Noah, sent throueh Hoyt, No. 129, page 195, how 
to help forward Crawford, the nativt candidate, the minority congressional 
cottCtfs candidate, the United States Bank candidate of 1824. What could be 
more artful and deceptive 1 B. F. Butler's epistle, perhaps ; written two days 
before Croawell's, to Uie same person, and for the same purpose. [No. 51, p. 
168.1 

We have seen that Butler and his partner. Van Buren, with Campbell, Cros* 
wdl, Wright, Hoyt, Noah, Liviimton, Barker, Lot Clark, FlttSt Marcy, Skin- 
ner, Knower, Eaton, Van Ness, Kitchie, Forsyth, Barbour, Holmes of Maine, 
and Cambreleng, were, in 1824, in the front rank of the supporters of W. H. 
Crawford for President, in opposition to Jackaon. In the fitli of that year, just 
before the eeneral election, a series of sketches, laudatory of Crawford, and 
advocating his superior claims to the presidency, over Clay, because, in 1311, 
and at all other times, he had defended the principle of a national bank, on the 
ground that it was both usefol and constitutional, appeared in the Albany Argus, 

It matters little who wrote the sketches, signed Americanus, and probably 
penned by B. F. Butler, who helped Croswell in the editorial way, in theee times, 
as Flagg and Dix have done in more recent contests ; their importance arises 
from the facts, that they appeared in ihi paper of Van Buren, his mouth-piece 
and property, and were deliberately endorsed by his editor, m being Uie senti- 
ments of Van Buren democracy m 1824. Here is the endorsement by the 
Argus ; and the editors of the National Intelligencer ^always for the bank) 
copied it, Oct. 26 ; gave it their " full concurrence," ana in those days announ* 
ced, that Martin Van Buren was a *' veteran republican." 

[From Uii Allway Aifos, OctoUr, 1824.] 
<' We ask the attention of Republicans to the sixth number ef the SuUkes, not because 



' " One of tlM nrdioal fMtiirei iif a Donioeracy Is ruuitiam in tMu, and where a nan Hk« tha IdlMr of Uw 
Amm, haa foralftliteeii yean, we bettere, gleaned Uie enwinoaa diiect Jncoma of thai apnnintawit, witboac 
rrfrrf>fice to the Indirect advantatses of bis political position, he must bo the bean Ideal of mcnnnesM and avnriee. 
in attempUnft to shew that he Is proserlbed ta Ms removal. If he has net fed loof enoofb at thepnhlto crih, 
I hrn the doetrine of rotalioa In offlce Is mete deception. Besides, the otBee was orlelnolly obiatoH^ for him by 
meanness and trickery. I wa« nnminsted by a Demoeratie ijCflriathre as State Printer, bnt Van Buren anpin- 
hendinc that 1 would not annwer his objects and intentions, set Jesse Hoyt and other tools at wait and defamed 
me, end bcwight up CroewHI. then edhhif a paper at Catskill. and he was elected with no other claims than 
m«re snbservleney to the rlewf of his leader. Cmsweim nnme was aitecwnids inoorpMntid In the BcvtasS Lttm 
as Staitf Printer, fntendlog to eonlirr the oAce on him for llfe.**~Jir. JV. AboA-JV. F. JBesntiy Sler, 183P. 
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ki8dielaft,lnlt beeatue it has intrinsie worth, and, In the praent postore of our poUtlcal 
affikJTB, apectiliar Interest In parting with the author, and with his prodnctioDs, we can only 
aaraie him, that IF UNDENIABLE AND COQENT TRUTHS, conveyed in the langnafs 
of reason and candor, ably and clearly as it has been in this instance, CAN CONFIRM 
HONEST OPINIONS, or remove honest prejudices, the satisfaaum of having done much in 
tAis way is his/* 

I will now give the reader a spedmen of the << undeniable and cogent troths'' 
of Ammcmm$ in the JUbany Argus of Oct, 1824, which Messra. Galea and 
Seatea copied on the 11th of that month ; and which are calculated, aa Mr. 
Van Buren's caations, cool, and calcnlatine mouth«i[>iece tells us, to ^ confirm 
HQS4EST opinions, or remove HONEST prejudices :" 

CFkom tlM AlbMiy Aigns, copied IbIo tb* Natlonl lalaiUttiiMr, Oct 11, 18911 
" It is undoubtedly true that a majority of the republican party in the Union were [in 1811], 
for various reasons, opposed to a renewal of the [United States Bank] Charter ; and it is also 
probable that the opinions of those who voted in its &vor were at variance with the sentiments' 
of a majority of the nation. Furthermore, the opposition to the bank was, in a great degree, 
political, and many firm members of the democratic party deprecated its renewal, either on 
mere party grounds, or because they viewed it as a measure fhiught with pernicious conse- 
quences. All this I cheerfully admit, and surely it is all that the most stubborn impartiality 
<leiiiandB. On the other hand, rr is not true that the opposition to the bank bill was 

EXCLUSIVELY POLITICAL, OR THAT rTS SUPPORT INVOLVED ANT niREUCTlON OF EEFXniLICAN PRIN- 
CIPLES, OR ANT ABANDON^CBNT OF THE ADMINISTRATION. On the contraiy, the subject was con- 
nected with many grave questions of constitutional law and political economy, APH), SO FAR 
AS THE WISHES OF MR. MADISON WERE CONCERNED, THEY WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE BEEN BEST ANSWERED BY THE INCORPORATION OF A 
NBTW BANK* on a judicious basis. And if any further evidence is required of the views of 

* In Fcknury, 1791, Bfr. Jeflbvon Mivered tn tfabonte opinloo ibowing that an iucorporatod Bank of tbe U. 

If r. Monzoa, iii a leucr to Silas E. Burrows, dated Jan. 90, 1631, states, that be had foond, during the last wai; 
tlMt "antfl the notom is Uumalened wtth mln, no leans can be obtained In emeiteneies, withont a National 
Bank, otbenviae than at a grant sacrUlce. These coosklexatlons (said he} led to a change In my opinion, and 
iadneed ne to concur with the President In the propriety of Instltntlng such a bank, alter the coneliuion of 
the war in IdlS. As to the coasUtntional objection, it formed no serious obstacle. In voting a^inst It hi thn 
first instance, I was governed essentially by policy. The eonstmetioa I gave to the coostltntion I considered a 
sttlet one. In the latter Instance It was mora liberal, but, aeeording to my Judgment, Justified by its powers.*^ 

In December, 1B31, Wm. U. Ccawlbrd, Ckmbrsleng, Wright and Yon Baron's fiivorlte iu 1834, wrote to Ch 
J. Ingersol, In these words :— ** The opinion which I formed of the Bank of the United States when I wai 



) Chas. 

was a 

rof Ihn Senate, waa the rasnit of a earoful enminntion of the Constitution of the United States, made 

L any preconceived opinions. That opinion la ncorded in two speeches which I made Jn the Senate in 

1611. Bhice that time I have had no occasion of revlewlns the question. Afy ofinion remains wialteretL I 



without any preconceived opinions. That opinion is ncorded in two speeches which I made Jn the Senate in 
1611. Bhice that time I have had no occasion of reviewlns the question. Afy ofinion remains unaUtrsd. I 
wns BeoKtary of thd Troaenry mora than eightyears, and during that time I had ample evidence of the great 



of the Union. I am persuaded that no 
treasury a year, vvitliout being dee|dy 



wna BeoKtary of thd Troaenry moro than eight years, and during that 
utility of a Bank of the United States, in managing the fiscal concerns < 
man, whntever his pro-eonoelved opinion may be, can proside over the 
hnpraased with the expediency of the United States Bank in oonducthig the finances of the Union.* 

Mr. Allen, of Ohio, in the H. of R., Washington, June, 1840, \n a dtscnsalon on the snbtreasury, said : ** When 
I maallect that ihlityHwoof the chirtf-nlne ftnmen of the Constitutfcm, at one time or another, oflicially sue* 
tained » National Bank, and that almost one-half of the thirty-nine wero In the Gongreu of *91 that charterod 
the fint Bank ; when 1 recollect that Washington, and Jeftrsoo, and Madison, and Uoaroe ; and last, and least 
on opustttunesmt polnti» Andrew Jackson himeelf, have soprarted such an iBsiittttlon, and that the Bnpremn 
Court, with John Manhall at iU head, aiBrmed its eonstitnnonality; and, too, what may have more infinenoe 
than all with some gentlemen about me, when I recollect that the charter of the late Bank was passed as a 
Democratic, war-party measure, analnsK the voles of the Federsl party, and that its passage waa esteemed a 
perty triumph, I could not doubt, if so disposed, that we have rightrally the power to make a third bank.** 

In 1831, in a letter to Chas. J. IngevMl, of Pa., Preeldent Madison thus states hia reasons for signing the U. 8. 
Bank charter, In 1816: 

* The eat, ortginaUy establishing the Bank, had undergone ample discussions In lu passage through the sev- 
eral branches of the Ciovemmont It had been canled into elocution throughout a penod of twenty years, with 
annual legMatSve recognitions ; tn one instance, indeed, with a positive ramification of it into a new State, and 
with tte entire acqniescenee of all the local authorities, aa well aa the nation at large : to all of which may be 
added a decreasing prospect of any change hi the puMle opinkm adverse to the cnnstitutionallty of snch an in- 
stitution. A veto fimn tiie Executive, under theee drcnmstancee, with an admission of the expediency and 
atewet n e c essi ty of the measure, would have been adefinnee of all the obligations derived from a course of 
Bfeced e nie amounting to the requWie evidence of the national Judment and intention.*' 

Jn 18101 the ^lesttai of the coutttntionallty of ths Bnk ofthsUBltcd Stales came vp lor 
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Jw aomtniatration, it will Ih; found in the fact that the Secretary uf llie Trea&ui}'' [Albeit Qall»- 
JnJ, when applied to by the coiihuittcc of the Senate for his opinion, cxpi-esvly Mated, that Ac 
deemed a rcTieieal of the lank us ti<e.i/ < /;// ncas&unj ta the oifcraUons »/ fiovcrnwirt, 

" The opposition to the rent val of the hank grew out ot' varioUM couhiderations. Many were 
opposed to the bill [of iSll], U\ mw th'-if men of opinion tAat Congress did nM p^mss Ute etmUi' 
ttUional power to pass it ; othcis, Ix^ciiUM' they tlioiight it, for political or other reasonv, ine^ie- 
dient and dangerous ; avA »>fhcis, nsrnin, on Krth j^onnds. Many rrjmUienns snp])or(cd it [l.J 
because thep deemed suck an inrtJnticn es.^nthd to the inicrcMs of the amntrp^ tnd the emixtnkwte 
oftAegovemmejU; and [2.] hcnntsc tkaj had no doubts as to the eim^^tUvtionalitf »f the mmmit. 
Mr. Crawford waa one f f the nur.;!>cr, perhaps ilic mort prominent of the class. BXPRRIENCR 
HAS PROVED THE CC)URECTNES.S OP THE FIRST POSITION? AND THE 
PEOPLE, through their rcpiesenlatircs, HAVE RESPONDED IN FAVOR OF THE 
OTHER. 

" In addition to these general vio\v.«, there were olhei-s of a special character, which had a 
bearing on the question. In various parts of llie rni(»n, public sentiment was decidedly in 
ftror of the renewal of tlic < haru r ; this was especially the case in the smaller States, whoi^e 
interests were supposed, by llic advocates of the bank, to lie somewhat concernetl in the ques- 
tion. Hence, both the republican Senators from Gcorj^ia, and many of the republican repre- 
sentatives from other small .Suites, in Ixiih Hou-es, voted fir the bill. And it ha.s never been 
doubted tliat the vote of Mr. Ci nwf.nd was in .•-trict accordance with the opinions and wi»iiec 
of his constituents. 

" It is well knoien that f'n rxy.. rinxr of the eoi'ntn/^ dvring the late ^rur irith Great Britain^ 
icroughl a change in the />•»•■ i;n:s cf the nation, on several important questions of public policy. 
THE EXPEDIENCY or A '>'ATIONAL BANK IS AMONG THE NUMBER; and, 
whatever opinions may Iiavc prevailed in 1811, it will not derogate at this time from the 
character of Mr. Crawfuici ;.s a suucsman, to have FORESEEN THE NECESSITY OF 
PRESERVING THAT OiU; AX <)[•' THE GOVERNMENT, AND TO HAVE ANTI- 
CIPATED, IN THIS liK I^KCT, THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATION." 

To this defence o( (.'raw ford and the Bank, tht^re is a note added, to say that 
^' Mr. Adams was not n member of cougre5.s at the determination of this ques- 
tion [1811], Had he been tliere is the highest reason to believe that he would 
have voted for the rent'>\al of the [U. S. iiank] ciiarter." 

As the Albany Ar'/iuf for 1S24 h not in the state library, it is prohahle that 
in all the discussions of the hank question since 1828, the above strong declara- 
tion of Van Buren for the V. S. Bank, ha.s not before been quoted. I'he Argus 
affirms, that " experience has proved " t^hat a national bank is " essential to the 
interests of the country and th(r convenienct^ of the government;" that the 
people have responded that the bank is constitutional — that the experience of 
the nation during the lute war, (through i)ank suspensions and bank losses,) had 
changed the national feelint; ii] favor of the exfuMliency of a national Imnk-^-and 
that Crawford's wisdom h;ul er.al)lc(l him to foresee, what Clay had not then 
seen, *' the necessity of preserving tliat organ of the government," in which he 

lh« Supreme Court of the I'liiieu :^uu»:(, in tlic CH»e. of MrC'ulUM-h v«. the Suite of MaryUed. Tb« cnuae wes 
elaborately argued, and in the ;^lli.:( i.:»- Cuurt ut the V. S. Chief Ju«iice Alarahall delivered the judgneat nt 
\he court, as follows. [4 WIku.iti. ;no j 

" After the most mature it'-lilicr.ii Mill, it is the iinnnliiimiit imil deciiled n|iinlnn of lhl« court that tbe uct to 
iooorporate a Bank of the. I nitf «l ^cnu^ {•* n Irfiu- made iu piuMiupce uf the provlsUiDS of the ConiitUutkia, and 
la a part of the tuprenif L.»v. ..i Uu: Lund." 

Itl« wid by some ih:u tit* j-ilvC ' r lov'.-luor, Ifcine Fworii u* su|i|K»ri the conttltutloo, muiit stipimrt lt,ae' 
cording to the meaning li<- n; <y •>n|.|»>H' it to h'lve. williusit wetiul tii other men** nidnloDS or the deriahmit of 
court*, " Hat the wisest m <! ind i <-•>)!• (-.rntioiM jiulsi* (kkv^ Mr. M disoiO ever scnipicd to acquioKce in decl' 
■ions In which he ba*< b«ci» ;-\< rmt' «i Uy il.*' uiMturstl o|iin'i<Mi« of tlu; inajorily ot hix coitenRue^i; end futae- 
quently to conform him^^cIC liicrt lu. »* u, iiiiil.ur-t.aiie «vviKwii;<,iis ot ihi* law ? Mr.Tnncy pel up his opioioa 
against the law of Concrcsu. - uc> i>smvu ; r(;^>a!cnt!«. ami ih«: uti:iii;uioiis di-clsWn of the kuiveuic court uf Ibe 
UBlted filalei* For ao doing hi^^ vv '»''> umde the chief justice uf ih^ii court : 
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had '* antacipAted the jadgmeni of the nation." The Argta not only endorsed 
Crawford in the fall of 1824, but aUo the U. S. Bank charier of 1816, and the old 
U. S. Bank and its renewal in 181 1 — and Altort Gaitatiu was glorified for having, 
on the 3ath of January that year, responded to W. 11. Crawford's note of the 2»thy 
that he desired to see the bank renewed — that the banking system was firmly fixed 
-—that h»'. liad foand banks necessary to the collection and safe-keeping of the re- 
veouK— that it was self-evident that the public moneys were safer when deposited 
weekly in the banks, than when allowed (subtreasury fashion) to accumulate in 
the hands of collectors (as Hoyt and Swartwout have since demonstrated) — that 
state (deposit or pet) banks would have to be used, if the U. S. Bank was put 
down, but would be less safe and convenient — that the government could control 
the U. S. Bank, but not the state banks — and that a system which had been tried, 
proved, and found to work well and safely for the public, should not be des- 
troyed, and an experitnent evidently less advantageous, substituted — that as the 
stock of the bank was partly owned by foreigners, provisions might be made in 
the new charter, giving that portion of the capital to new stockholders, and 
such other modifications as Congress might desire to make — that he believed 
the bank and its branches to be constitutional — and that as the merchants owed 
the bank fourteen millions, and ten or twelve more on bonds for duties to the 
United States, as trade had been unfavorable, and many losses met with abroad, 
as seven millions would be payable to foreign stockholders, if the bank stopped 
(whose cash would not lie idle whether it were peace or war), and as the bank 
had thirteen millions of its paper atioat, which would not be succeeded by a 
better currency in the notes of the state banks, he [Gallatin] thought the U. S. 
Bank by far the best of the only alternatives he knew or had heard of. 

All this Van Buren and his confederates believed in, in 1824; and Crawford 
for President, Gallatin for Vice President, and a national bank and branches^ 
and down with Jackson ! was the party cry. How changed in 1828-9 ! and 
without even a shadow of reason ! !* 



* Vtu> Bnr«n*s oflicini bioffrapber, H<ill&nd. tclU u« that on the 20th of F«l»., 1811, the Vlee President of th* 
17 S., Gfncrnt Goorj»e Clinton, senleil the fate of lh<' old 17, S. n»Bk by iiivinj: liU Crtsting voto against Craw- 
fiwiTji bill til renew it«chart«f^-4ind ihnl ihl« vote " was warmly defcntled and justified by MrTVan Buren.*^ 
;p. ti5). ** Mr. Vnn Bnran nnlpntly iiml ylfeopoiMly unfltalned thU bold act orpntrlotlnin.** 

Jt b very probnlik! ihnt Van Buron wac uppovml to the U. S. Bank In ISll, for he \va« at that tinw a reapoet' 
fill and ik-pirinB Ailtowcr or anpporter of tho Clinton OimWy. Ho w^u just as uironR and vigorous on behalf of 
Ihr U. S. B'lnk In IHlfi. uheu Madison niu'ued the 3d charter— aud in IPW, when Crawford waa his flivorlte 
candtdata fi* the pro«idency, becatiM* lie hnd Iwen a consUtent friend of a nationnl bank. In 1899 he profoased 
a »ifaa« anilpatliy to tke llHnk— Init It was only with the view that his confedertftos and partlaans might di- 
vide aitK>n>: thcui nwint urcnrely. many iittlliona of imhile plunder. 

In hiN nH"«.iHgo of Dec 5, Itmi. V.-in Btuen reasons thu»: 

-If a National Bnnk wax, AS IS nNnENlABLE. RKPUDIATED BY TIIK FUAMERS OF THE CONSTI- 
TUTION HA IntMUiipHtlblo with the rlxhti of the SUtes and the lilwrties of the jieople ; if, Item the beginning, 
it has lioeii re:ninled by lar*r fiortiiins ol' otir cltixens m coming in direct collisinn with that great and vital 
auH^udincni of the C4iniitltiitlon, which ileclaieii tluiiall powers not euntenvd by that instrnment on tli* Oeo^ 
nil (Joveriiiucnt hk n*serve<I to the Sli\tet nnd to ihe people ; if It hiu been viewed by theni as the iirat great 
step In the umrch of latitndinont constnirtlon, which, unchecked, would render tlmt sucred inauument of as 
little value a* an unwritten ainstltuiion. dependent, as it wonid alone be. f^ir IIj* meaning, on the interested 
Uii0rpret.aloa of a ii<Nn{nant pnrty, and Htfordlng no Mcitrlt)- to Uie rigiiu of tho minority ;>-lf such is ondenl- 
ahly the r.iKe, what Ritional jsroiinda could Iinvo been conceived for amlclpating aught but detAn&iBtd oppoai- 
ti<m t«» «uch .in hiKiitution nt tlic .present duy V 

In hin letter Ui SherriMl \Villlnni!«. Axis 0, T83t«, he says : 

" '***»^ cimstJiirtMHi ihw* not give t;i»ni;re»* p«iwer to enact eorporations within tho states. TUa was the main 
point of Mr. Jeti.T!*iin'i. celebrated opinion litcjiinsi the e«u%bliiihUK>nt of tho first National Bwk. It is an obioc- 
lion whhh nothinn »hort of an iini<>iuliiieni to ihe con*iituiion can rebtova. VVc know It to be an historical 
tact, thai the eimvention rer«i.<*ett to confnr that i^mTr on Conitres^, and I an) t»ppo.scd to Its assumption by It 
upoQ any iwetnnee whatever. I hfdd It to im aumclently cert-iin that a vast mijorliy of the people of tho 
Uaila*! 8t;it«« were oppoM*d U* the iaie Bank, ami nre enaaily oppoitcd to a new one. They have had fearful 
nroiifs by overt arm of tho roncctness of Mr. Jeffbrson'M opinion, ihnt ' thlt instiuition is one of the most deadly 
hostility rtlnlnp n8'»^ni«t the prinritile^ nnd form of our constitution ;' iind erf tlie reasonableness of his appro- 
hea«ionii. ihal ' (lemir (tine by Iti branches every part of the Union, acting by command, and in phalanx, it 
Biivht. in a rrlileal nHmient, np.>iot the piverniuent.' " 

Thi* deoioorHtir imrty hold a slate convpoUon In Indiana, some time during the winter of 1843-3. and pro- 
anandML anionit other qne^tion^, to presldentini candidates, the qnery, Arc you lor or aaalnsl a national bank 1 
Vaiv Dtuen r?pB«d IVom KtiHieibonk. #Wh. » x 1 aiS, in tMa way f 

** 1 he (^a»4tiai) W » NiiUnMa Auik (a siill befiwr iIm no§ko, aad wUI custinne to be so, ao loBg u ft^iilMu4 



7B VAN BVBMK AHt CO. JVICP JIM GROW. ^WWH Wm.Tm MONSTBE!* 

In 1824, Crawford and a national bank ware Thomaa Ritchia^a walchwoida ; 
but the moment that he and Van BareOy and Flagg, and Noah, and Croawdl, 
and Marcy, pioua Ben. Butler, Knower, and Wright, and their Swim oonuades, 
found that Jackson had the most votes, they prepared to woiahip the risine aun 
—and the mercenary pressea which, in 18d4, had assured us that Crawford the 
champion of nationsl tmnks, was the wisest man in the Union, turned round m 
1828 to glorify Gen. Jackson, whose great achievement, if elected, would he 
to slay * THi MofrsTBR,* hand over the treasury to the Washington and Warren 
Safety Fund Bankers, and give us a hank bankruptcy, a speoie ciicular^ the 
public lands gutted by Van Buren, Wright, Butler ft Co., as a land company, 
with a sub-treasury, and Isaac Hill, Stephen Allen, Jesse Hoyt ft Co., for our 
sub-treasurers !* 

aaibltlon i«6 in It tha ibmm of jniUyiBf iha lor* of BOMTfeiid tb* Urn of poww. n* IS ONE OF THE 

oreat leading MEA^viksor a party whicr will never be BrnMcr in this cocn. 

TRY. It Is WMiMial to th* MqoMtkm, ta w«U ta lo Hm prwwvatiott of lu Dow*r, and will mtm tw ntta- 
qnUhed whll* there exists a hope of iti attalameat. I am opposed to the establisluneDt of a Natkmal Baak 
in any fonn, orander any dlsciilBe. both OB enastltiitioiial gioands and ooonds of expediency. THE POWER 
TO CRBaTE such an INtnTUTION HAS NOT BEEN GIVEN TO CONGRESS BY THE LX)NSTm;- 
TION, NEITHER IS IT NECESSARY TO THE EXERCISE OF ANY OF THE POWERS WEICR 
ARE GRANTED : aad if eiwcised, wo«ld be, h It always bM bean, hifbiy Iqjaitow to the jpiibUe weUaie. 
1 ain not one of tbeee who belleVe that the long eherished project of le-establishiaf a Natiooat Bank Is, or ever 
will be abandoned by that party which always has been, still Is, and ever will be the advocate nad sopmrt of 
such an Institnlkm. It may lie dormant for a season, Ikon a eonyicttan of lis being inexpedient lo reviTe It ; 
bat ha mast be blind to all indicatloBS of the fhtore, who, seeinir that even at the very period aaJUa tJU tU Umk 
9a» infteting tk* teiy etr im » re srt i d witk iu cerrnpcinK, and When pnblic Indignation was nsoet henylly 
^ighmgc " * «- — J .. •— --^»^ — * . — . . . .. . 



i on iU long series of delinqnencle s sC tkmt ewf weaisn f . a siicms^^ ^vrf was tnede in kotk kn Mu 
of Comgreta u ereau a stmilar tastttattM, should aeYerthelees Inll his canilon to sleep with the Jelndve Idea 
that the prqiect will ever be abandoned. Most asenradly nothing bat the slwn vlgUanoe of the democracy wUl 
guard It against an iBstitution which may tlins be prostimted to the rain of iadlvldoals, the disgrace of the 
eonntry, and which, while so Ilrolied in lis power to do good, is so potent for the perpetration of evti.'* 

In the above declared opinions, Van Bwcn tells the pobUc. that it '' is nndeniable '* that a nfetienal bank 
was ** ropndlated by the framers of the constitation**-- that ** tne constitnUon does not give congress the power 

to erNt cnrpomtions within the states .... the convention nfhsed to eonlbr that pownr on ninm**— that 

CSS Jefferson said), " this institution U one of the most deadly hoetillty oilsting against the prindploa and form 
'*— and •" that the old bank was Uilhcting the vwy air wl breathed with Its c " 



to erNt cnrpomtions within the statee .... the convention nfhsed to eonlbr that pownr on ninm**— that 

' '^ •"---■■■■ ' -' ..... . ^ - .. iaclpioe an* ' 

KUng the vnry air we Meathed with Its carrapi _ 
In 1934 he sent, as a toast, to a 4th of July celebratkm at Fkedericksbaif h, ** Un«onllAed nnd nnonoipmletiv 



ef our constltatlon'*— and * that the old bank was Uifbctlng the vnry air wk breathed with Its camiptlons.** 
In 1934 he sent, as a toast, to a4th of July celebratkm at Fkedericksbnifh, ** Un«onllAednnd 
opposition to the Bank of the United Sta t e s th e hitersst and honor of the people demand II" 

e I am DO champion of natiohal bsnkn. componed of private ntockboldern. If we mtut have 
paper, let it be the ^romiiei lo pay of the nation, and let the nation have the profit of the 
ifsuee ; and if there is not national opriEhtncM enou^^ to manage an tmiform currency of sar 
tional paper, let us have specie. Clay and Webster asked Fon>ih, CambrelenE, Wright, 
Van Buren, and their womless allies, in 1834, to say what belter system ihey wew to build 

Sp, if they pulled down the national bank and remove d the deposits. The party answer, in 
ongresB, in the Globe, in the Aligns, everywhere, wa»— " We go for the pets, but* no sub-^- 
sury." Thus far, Clay and Webster were right— the change was ruinous to commerce, to the 
public morals, to western settlers, to the widow and the orphan. Clay jproposed the eztrnoi^- 
nary, and, as I think, too sweeping measure of the Bankrupt Law of 1^1 ; but it was the 
unprincipled profligacy of Van Buren, Wri^h^ Butler, and their comrades, between 1838 
and 1840, that secured the passage and sponging operation of that law. History tells us that 
originally the republicans stoutly resisted the introduction of paper money by the federalists; 
but, under Van Buren and his Swiss allies, the democrats have nr outstripped tiielr old oppo- 
nents in spreading corporations over the land— corporations evidently too potent for evil,wnat- 
ever of good mav proceed from them. 

Hearken to Van Buren, Flagg, Wright, and CroswelL This Is their language to the de- 
mocrats of 18S4: 

[Fran the National AdToeafte, of Maj 15, 18N.1 

"The General rjacksonl preferring Monroe to Madison, because the fbrmer oould stand 
blood and carnage better ; bis recommendation of military men generally to office ; his avowal 
that he would have bent the laws to suit his purposes, and hangSd Cabot, Otis, and Lyman, of 
the Hartford Convention, i^robably including their respectable secretary; all exhibits a FE- 
ROCIOUS dispmUan, irammeUsi by fto canstthttional or legal barrims ducked by mo humame 
or just eansideraiiont. It is out of the question, out of all reason, to think of him even Ux a 
moment for president"— M. M. Noab. 

The editor of the AJbtmjf Argtu, May S6th, 1894, thus spoke of General Jackson and his 
opinions:— "This most artful scheme for thedestructionortherepublicannaity [by theelec- 
tfo of Jackson]— as secretly as it has been permitted tooperat8--«s«nootnlyas it hasbecr 
fl0tiedorer--«ndin«sfinephnseaaaitiiBowgiTentotheworld— Isftaiyundentood. He- 



VAN BITBBN9 MAROT AND BUTLBB BBSEBCHZNO NIC. BIDDLB* ^9 

It is B well known &ct, that in 1826, M. Van Boren, W. L. Maicy, B. F 
Batter, and Charies £. Dudley, all of tbem residing in Albany, signed a veiy 
polite and respectful memorial, (whick has been often published to show how 
utterly unprincipled they are,) asking that a branch bank of the U. S. Bank, 
might be located in Albany ; Van Buren addressed a letter to Nicholas Biddle, 
wi^mly recommending the messure ; and the Albany Aigus, then a natioBal 
bank paper, urged the claims of the memorialists, and conceded the eonstitii- 
tionality of branch banks. Gknerai Jackson, with almost equal consistency, 
asked that a branch might be located in Florida, when governor there* It is 
impossible not to see that Van Buren and his cabal must feel the utmost con* 
tempt for the intelligence of their countrjrmen, when they thus mock them with 
a pretended affection for a constitution which means anything, ss by them ex* 
plained, and can be applied to any and every purpose, however contradictory.* 

jmiHcmu in thi^ state, whether the IHendi of Mr. Adams, of Mr. Clay, or of Mr. Crawfittd, 
ditcoTir the foil exiem of it-— the hopes it is intended to encoorage, and the derigas it is in- 
tended to aecomiplisti. They will be the last to fiiui an apology Itr it, as they have been the 
first to condemn it" 

Holland's Life, which I purchased in Steele's store, Albany, ten years ago, and fodUahly 
credited for truth, tells us, pa^e 319, that, " in the election of General Jackson, Mr. Van Bu- 
ren plainly foresaw that he should witness the triumph of those principles for which he had 
^niggled nxMxi his earliest years." What a mocker and scofler at honesty, liberty, and the in- 
fltimtions of his nariTe lacid, this Van Bnren mw€ be ! Had he chosen the stage, he oovld 
have played any part well, but that of an honest man. 

[From the Albftny ArgiiR, Maj 18, I8M.1 
" T%g c/turse atlaplcd by Mr. Jackson is pood and raiment to the pedrralibts and the no- 
party mem. It is pleasant to all who strive for the destruction of the democratic party. TVy 
will everywhere applaud it, as they have preached it; and wUl magnify the andwr of noo- 
taiNEs which are so well intended for their service." 

LFrom Uie Albany Aifiu, 31tC Auxustil8S4.J 
" They [Jack5«n*s snpporters] proifess to be repuHiains^ and yet they support a wtan itka u 
knemn to have been ALWAYS A FEDERALIST— they profess to be the fiiends of the people, 
and yet, in Tenaessee, as in New York, they have always resisted the equal and jnsi rights of 
the people, and the extension of those privileges which are roost valuable to them. It is the 
duty 01 every republican to expose these contradictions and inconsistencies of conduct and 
profession ; and, as far as possible, counteract the purposes they are intended to ansvrer, namely, 
THE PROSTRATION OP THE REPUBUCAN PARTY, the auhversi4m oftheftal mOtr^ 
esU of the peopU, AND THE ELEVATION OF THE OLD ARISTOCRACY, amdaedu- 
appointed, uneasy men of all parlies.** 

• The ((>llowiiiff 1« a uue copy of the petUion of M. V. Bnrea and othen to Nlcholat Biddls sad his brothsr 
dlraetofB, Inr s slice ftom the nnconititotloiiat Insf 

'^Tu the Directors of the Bank of thn United State« : The memorliU of the rabtoribera, Im behalf sT thtn* 
selves aad their fellow cllixeas of Albany, respectfatly showeth— Tbat« stnce the eompletloa of Uw Nofthsm 
and Weatera Caoals of this State, such fecUltles are given to tnuiKportation, that the quantltlea of eowitry 
prodnce broogbt to this market fhrni the interior of this State an increaiied to an immense amonnt, snd wham 
to this la added the prodoee which wilt be broof ht to this market ftom the ftrtUe legloM of the aoit l iW M U m 
paru of PaaiisylTmnia. the Stale of Ohio, and the Tenltary of Michigan, soom Idea may he foOMd oTthesMMUit 
<^ business which might be done la this place, was there a taflkient mooied capital located hate, to give coaa- 
teaanco aad sopfort to commercial enterprise. The capital of the Banks located hera, nnder state incofpopa- 
tloBS, i« entirely lasnfReient to aflord those facilities to eoromerr.ial enterprise which the bnslneis of the place 
woold wanaat, aad which the most cantloas nrarienco woald JaeiUy. The limited capital of our baaks Ibiblds 
the eKtaaalna of our trade. Merehaals of moderate ifartone an; dlscoonged (kcm taking ap their abode amoafst 
OS, fkom a knowledge that the banking capital of the place Is Inadequate to the demands which are aiade npoa 
It for the prosecuting of a suAcienUy extensive business to render it piolltable ; and Instaaces are not wanting of 
active, Intelligent and enterprising merchants removing fh>m this place to the city of New York, to oartlclpato 
In thr benrfits of an increased banking caiiittal, tho* their hnsineM has princlpallv been contlnned with the interior 

larketof Alba 



of this State. The western world is pouring its treasures into the market of Albany, but Its eltisens aie doomed, 
with taataliaed feellncs, to behold a rich and profitable trade float past them to the city of New York, solely 
for the want of a sufllclent banking capital located amongst them. 0>ald the peodtiee brought to this place be 



oHrchased here, such portion as is not wanted for home constunptlon might be exported dlrectlT ftom hers to a 
nuelga market, (as tkr as the navigation of the Hudson would permit,) and return cargaes, calculated for the 
latertor of the eooniry, aiight be bnpoited, without the expense of traa^ehlpment at New York, or the pnlla of 
the importing merchant there. Thesa cooaideiatkme have taidaced the cMieaa of Albaay oaoe more to ask for 
the oaiablUmient of a Branch or oOee of discount and depoeh of the Bank nf the Ualted Siataa tai thia dqr- " 
to hoped this appUeatkm wUI be fovoraMr rteelved, aa the ipme caoeot which nadar U 4" '~"*~ ^ *" ^" 
ef AIMy to haft a Branch of the Vniied itatta BaakottablMitd lun, caaOmtf^ ftfa 
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So late as January 3, 1828, (he Regency had not matured their grand safety- 
ftind humbug. The Albany Argus of that date *^ oomiueoda to the peruaal oi 
all candid oieu," a letter to Mn Walsh of the National Gaxette, of Dec. 97^ 
1827, disapproving of ^^ the singular and impolitic pioposttion of Mr. Barbovr 

to sell the shares owned by government in the U. S. Bank Yoa will 

rejoice at the iinal vote on the motion of Mr. Barbour : . . . there was no ap- 
prehension here, at any moment, that the resoluticm would be adopted ; but 
there was an apprehension that the mere proposition would have an injurioes 
effect upon the public pecuniary concerns of the nation ; and there was, there* 
fote, a deteraiinatioQ to put the question at rest as soon as poasible." 



CHAPTER XIX 



Rickard D. Darin o» Ton Buren^a Policy. — Ills Itigraiiittde toward» General 
Pitcher.-^ Souihwirk ttp far Governor. — Vaa Ihtren enirapa Roekealery and 
the Argus goes for C fay and Adams. — Van Ihirm, King^ and the Albany Post 
Office, — Kendall looking ahead. — The Jackson Campaign. — Isaac Hill an 
J7Q. Jldams. 

Richard D. Davis, of Poughkeepsie, an anli-wliig member of the last Con- 
gress for Dutchess county, was an early supporter of Jackson and opiwnent of 
Crawford, Butler and Van Buren. He was next a warm admirer of Calhoun, 
and upheld the Telegraph. Calhoun's course on nullification displeased him, and 
drove him round to Van Buren's camp. In 1840 uud 1844, he gave Van Buren a 
powerful support, for he is energetic and eloquent. 1 tliink he is not at present 
very partial, either to Polk, Texas, or the extension of il)e area of slavery. 

In Van Buren's letters to Hoyt, Nos. 16;i and 165, page 207, he tells 
him that a certain zealous Jackson man could not then be removed without 
<1anger, and that Westervelt had saved the Albany Regency at tiie nominating 
convention of 182S, by throwing Governor Pitcher oveiboerd, and setthig up 
Throop. A letter of R. D. Davis, addressed to General Jackson, from Pough- 
keepsie, April 15th, 1S31, throws a very clear light on Van Buren's policy. It 
was first published in. the Washington Telegraph. After telling General Jackson 
that Mr. Van Kleeck, P. M. at Poughkeepsie, was one of those ^^ rascally post* 
masters" who were for him and Clinton, when Van Buren was the enemy of 
both, he adds that his removal was threatened because he had not been a Buck- 
tail. He then describes Van Buren's policy, in these words : 

"That policy nnd that dislinction, was to make a diflbn'rict^ Ix^tween tlio«e of yoor friends 
who Lad been Cliiiton?:ins and those who had beon the ro^K and adherents of Mr. Van Buren — 
to persecute, oppreo-, aiid insult the former, and to ai^^'randi:^, promote, and favor tlie iatter. 
A* a memfm^hl.^ example of thfs, I need bin memion the ;>rci^C'ip:ion of General Pitcher. The 
IT*. .kinivT Convention, which nominated Mr. Van Bnren lor Governor, and of which I wa5 a 
member as one of tlie Delegates from this county, liavinif, BY CiREAT PREVIOUS 
MANAGEMENT, l)een made to embmce a Ijai-e majority of ihose mider the ioiluence of, or 
who were the parsonal adherents of Mr. Van Buren, in the iulfillment and furtherance of that 

iutwcf orpriifit til th' pnrent inj<tituli«'n. lad' c^I. it U lM*li< ved tlir.t n lir mch horc would Ik' iuotc profllaltle In 
rrt'i rciic«? lo llic *'Xioiil o' biiHi«iCc« ilone, tlimi M.>vi:rHl of ili'^ Itraiirl.tM I rnt'-l in tHra |N)rt (uwhk Tho local Mtua- 
titiu of Allwuty rcJiiItTP it nn PiiinpM brtwefn (h^- Fni^ti'm Smttr aiul the Wo-lorr. t'oiiiitiix ; Ih twi-^n the South 
und till- North, niul (-(itii*<t)UiniIy ii very vxUntive riirrrmv would in pi%-tn tii ill- l>id<i 1«xuihI IVom a branch 
111 ri% and liie natiuf of the trailc whicli would Ui pr<>m'cutt'«i huri*. w •ultl i:i a gr.'itt iiuNL-urc rrnder the Uiils of n 
Mrniuh e>!ablt.-hiti in this pnce Um- circiiluiiuc iu> diuni of ihe vxu nsive r. f ii»n« who-»f produce would lie broit|;ht 
t*'i uiarkel. Iniiriiurh, tliert-f in-, ws ili.- esialduiiiui- nt of a lirani*h b<-.f \\>>u|ii n^t only \tr hii'hiy ftdvaniaffaoiw 
lij Ihiu ciiy, but a H<Mirrr u( pioAi lo ih>* par«-ni insutuiiou. tve Jui|h' ih il ih-. dirccio.* ui' Ih^ Unitnl State* B-tak 
uili iMabltkh tm olHcf uTdiitcuuia ami di|t•>^il ai lbii» ida'C. 

(Signed) U. Y BUllEX, B. F Bl'ri.KR, W. I. MARCY, and oihen. 

Albany.July IP, lac.** 
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poliqr lefiised to nominate General Pitcher for the office of Lieut. Governor, when it was^ 
emotad abd wished by nin(B4aQth« of your friends that he should have been. G^en. Pitcher 
had never beeg a Cliutoniaii, but had bccu a uiiifonn Bucktail ; and when, by the demise of Mr. 
Clinton, the government of me state devolved upon him, his admin ii»tnuion was conducted in 
an equal ana impaitiid manner towards all your friends, ?ad distinguished by a firm and 
hOAOMblt opposiuon to the policy uriiich it was Mr. Van Bui en's inicntion to enforce. Gten. 
FilehiBr Was proscribed and prostrated by the agency, mauugjinent, and influence of Mr. Van 
Eluien and his personal adherents, for the above reasons, and l^caiLse it was well known that, 
in the event then contemplated, and now consummated, of Mr. Van Buren's being called into 
the cabinet, Uen. Pitcher would have continued to act on ihc same liberal and honest princi« 
pies. His great zeal and valued services in your support, his popularity throughout the State, 
and the certain injury to jooi cause by the absence of his name from our ticket, had indeed 
caused the faction of which I am complaining, to conceal their dark designs irom the great 
body of the Republican party until the moment of their execution ; but they afforded him no 
protection ikgainst ^e vengeance of those who hold subserviency to their views as the only 
merit, and the refusal of it as the only and the inexpiable offence. No other single act was of 
such signal and lamentable iniurv to our cause throughout the State as this ingratitnde and in* 
justice to Gren. Pitcher. In all the ensuing measures of that election, and in erery coontv of 
the State that I have heard of, the personal partisans of Mr. Van Buren pursued the same policy, 
and adhered to it with a pertinacity so preposterous, insolem, and oppressive, diat noth&g but 
your own jKrsonal popularity and the magnanimous devotion of your real friends saved na 
irom an entire and universal overthrow, in many districts your earliest and constant friends, 
driven by their just Indignation at such abuse, forsook your cause, because it had become identi- 
fied with that ox their inexorable and merciless persecutors. The result was, that from a party 
literally overwhelming at and immediately after Mr. Clinton's death, we were reduceNl to a 
mere majority, and Mr. Van Buren himself only escaped deleat by the accidenuil and collateral 
advantage which accrued to him from the anti-masonic excitement nt the West; nor, was he 
now to renew the contest nnaided by the implication of your interests in his election, could he 
avoid being defeated by a large majority." ..." Van Buren and hiir adherents are now 
reaping the reward of all that Clinton did in your behalf; and he and they, who came in at the 
elevenui hour, and when no man else would emplov them, are now lording it in this State over 
those who bore the heat and burden of the day — ^and lording it with such an extremity of Iniso- 
lence and oppression, as is only commensurate with the power they have thus fottttitoojalv 
obtained." . . . *' If the memory of Clinton and what he did, cnmiot preserve his frien<b 
from the remorseless and eternal hostility of Mr. Van Buren ; if the patronage of the Qenenu 
Government, which we support, is to be used for our destruction and to i'uliil the base purposes 
of Mr. Van Buren's personal and viperous malignity ; if these things are to be, they must be. 
but they shall not be m this county, without at least one man's humble efforts to prevent them.'' 

I have long been of opinion that Solomon Southwick was set up in 1828} as 
a candidBte for governor, to make up for Van Barents want of popularity and 
secure his election. The Albany Argus of March 8, 1828, says : " We pabiish, 
in another colunui, Mr. Southwick's acceptance of a nomination for governor, 
made by his friends, on the 26th ult. at Batavia. Notwithstanding this nomina- 
tion is sneered at by the Daily Advertiser, and some who are very willing to 
receiire the aid of Mr. Southwick's exertions in their behalf, so long as they 
are performed in another capacity ; yet we know of nothing that debars the 
friends of any individual from avowing their preference, even if such avowal 
chance to cross other and conflicting views.'' In Van Buren's letter to Hoyt, 
page 205, he rests partly for success oh the faith he has that ^^ Southwick's vote 
will he large." When Southwick had the Albany post- office. Van Buren con- 
sidered it aajBy but he raised an awful tempest at Albany and Washington^ 
when Southwick's insolvency led to the nomination of Van Rensselaer.* 

« Solomon Southwick was successively in office as Clerk of the Lej^islature and State 
Printer, and was very popular. He f^ the Mechanics and Farmers' Bank under his control 
— acquired great woutb^took Uie fbderal and commercial side in the war, in 1813— and 
although he had abused Colonel Mnnroc and his friends unmercifully through his press, was 
appointed Postmaster at Albany, in which ca)>acitv I first saw liim in Februar}', 1831. Strange 
to leD, in January, 1833, he was a defknlter and a bankrupt, advertising for the benefit of the 
Stale insolvent act, as was, about the same time, another who has much more recently held the 
■anie oAoe. fSbuthwick, in thoie days, was complained of by Gov« Clinton and Judge Spencer 
fc>-4lft^«tfMiitMaadefaii»ior Van Bohsn, whose *'suliecrngs was not intolerable" tiU he heard 



82 VAN BUBBKi 80UTHWI0X AND THB ALBANY FOST OFFIOB. 

Van Buren, Knower, and Marcy nominated Rochester and PitdMri ftr 
Govensor and Lieut. Gov., at Herkimer, Oct. 1826— boUi againt OUntMi. 
Noah, as adrised from Albany, came out for Clinton and Pitcher, and aided 
f materiallj to defeat Rochester, as Van Buren wished he should. [See note to 
page 201/) " Mr. Van Buren defeated the election of Mr. Rochester,'^ says 
the N. T^ American of Sept. 17, 1827 ; while appearing to support it, he 

that Preiident^aniDe was about to appoint General Soknon Van Renssdaer, who had been 
wooaded with aix balbi one of which is still in his body, and suffered very severely at tb« 
battle of Gtneenston, where General Brock, President of Upper Canada, was killed. Tan 
Buren got RnAu King to assist him in a protest against Van Rensselaer, and a recommenda- 
tion of Ez-Chanoellor Lansing ibr the vacant office. A meeting was called, Charies £. Dudley, 
Mayor, in the chair, Benjamin Knower, Secretary, with Chief Justice Savage, John CCole, 
npger Skinner, and Moses L Cantine, taking part in it, which resolved, that the conduct of 
the Postmaster General, Return J. Meigs (who had Mfeiied iknr resped). was ** unjust and 
arbitrary, disrespectful" to Daniel D. Tompkins and M. Van Burei^ " ana not less i««ni^T)g 
than o ppr es si ve to the community"— that Van Rensselaer was ** a zealous and unrelenting 
enemy of the republican par^'— and the office given him ^ one of the most important in the 
gift of the administration." 

To explain these resolves^ I may here mention that although Jefierson had laid it down as 
the rule, that the only questions to be solvedin such a case, are, Is he capablel Is he honestt 
Is he ftithM to the Constitution 1 — although Southwick was hopelessly insolvent, and yet col- 
lecting the revenue— and although twentv-two out of the twenty-six Conmsosien fbr tlus State 
had recommended to the government to give Van Rensselaer tne office, van Buren wrote the 
President tnd the Postmaster General, asking that his (V. R.'s) appointment should be d^yed 
a ftrtnidi .to give time to oiganiise an opposition to it Col. Monroe would in no way inter- 
ftre— Mc Mewi would give no delav—- V an Buren and Tompkins then wrote to the postmas- 
ter generf . to ttds effect—" that his (van Rensselaer's) conduct has been that of a gallant man 
we cheed lly admit," but " that the United States have granted him a liberal pension Ibr life, 
which wa iaJlowed to conmenoe many years back ; indraendent of which he has fbr a long 
time held k lucrative office in the Suue [fhmi which, bv tne way. Van Buren and his friends 
had ejected him the moment they had the power]— that LAxisinff was a firm and inflexible 
mubUcan," but Van Rensselaer " a warm, active, and inde&tigable opponent of tbe party.'* 
Thev asked whether the place ought not to be given to Lansing ** because he belongs to ffie 
rq>QbUcan party ;" or if not to him they would name others of tbk pirtt— and they assured 
the postmaster and the president that the party in N. Y. " will regard it as a matter of great 
importance, that the postoffice at the seat of government should be in the hands of a gentlonan 
of the same political character with themselves"— and that the general government was oon« 
ferring an office which would give Van Rensselaer " much more political influence and oon* 
sideraiion among them, than tl^ one of which they (die party) have deemed fit to deprive him.'' 
Mr. Meics, postmaster general, replied briefly, thus : " I regret that, on a view of the whole 
subject I nave not been able to accord with your views and opinions." A Kendall or a Niles 
would nave been more pliable and ductile in such hands. The principle on which Van Rens* 
selaer's appointment was made, was bad. He was then a member of congress ttom Albany--* 
and to take a trusted representative of the people from his post as a public sentinel, and reward 
him with the post of a deputy-postmaster, is at variance with the spirit of our institutions. 
Thai, however, was not one of Van Bwren^s obiectums. 

Another Albany meeting vras held on the &(h of January, at ^diich Ldeut Governor Tiiyler 
presided. Philip S. Parker remarked : '* That Mr. King, a high toned federalist, and cidMram 
leader of the party, should object to the appointment of Qen. Van Rensselaer, as a de|NUy post- 
master, becMise he toas afed/traHA, is truly remarkable. It is a fiict notorious in this city and 
in this state, that the vice president and Mr. Van Buren were zealous and active supporter«y 
and contributed much to the election of Mr. King to the senate of the United States, notwith- 
standing he was a federalist ; and that veiy saany of that party, who, during the late war, used 
every exertion to thwart the views and operations of the general as well as the government of 
this state, while General Van Rensselaer was fighting the battles of his couAIfy, «a4'^^^ 
his blood in its defence, have been taken by Bir. Van Buren into foil conilMce^ ana through 
his ^ntrollinf influence over the Council of .^opointment of this state, have been appointed to 
honirable and lucrative offices. That the inoonsistenar of the vice president was still more 
glaring." 

CoL R. M. Johnson and General Andrew Jackson were ytrj finendlT lo the anpolnmnt ,^ 

h die K. Y. Evening J?Mt dedaicd 



▼an Rensselaer, nor would Jackson remove him, attboQfl^ die K. Y. Evening 



theoffioetobeaveiyluetitiveaineeQre. At knm V an Buicn tomed jript oat to Bike way 
fcrRag g,anddnrii^thettwilieiwidtteofleOa»,Y>P^«i — "^^ — 

l^veiy silent* 
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^^ took care to palsy, as £Ur as his secret inBuence went, the support of others, 
whom he could control — and the result in this city [N. Y.J, in Jc^ffi^raoo, in 
Chenango, and elsewhere, manifest how well his measures were taken.'' Van 
Buren feared that Rochester's success would secure the vote of the state for 
Adams, and hence even party ties appear to have been severed to effect his 
defeat. *^ Tb« New York Enqoirer, always on the alert, (says the Nat. IntelL 
of Feb. 23^ 1S2S,) has already nominated the Hon. M. V. buren, for the vacant 
office of governor." Noah was ready to do this while Clinton^s remains were 
yet scarcely cold in hi.<i grave— and if the evidence of his subservience, given in 
the Correspondence, is not strong enough to convince everybody, more is yet 
on hand. 

That Van Buren was for Adams in 1S25 is clear, even from the Albany •SrguSj 
which, on the 15th of Feb. said r *^ In relation to the choice we have only to 
repeftt what we have declared on former occasions—that between the two 
piomiiient candidates, Messrs. Jacksoit and Adams, a large majority of the ce* 
publicans and of the electors of this state, gave Mr. Adams the preference.'' 

Adams was elected in Feb. 1825— he was, ^ Noah has always stated, Van 
Biiren*8 second choice. While Jackson's talents were contemned, thb ArquRi 
aboot the time when Adams formed his caliinet (same month), thus addressed 
its readers : 

^^ We have heard within the few la.<it days various speculations as to the 
probable formation of the cabinet of the President elect. It seatiis to be placed 
beyond a doubt that Mr. Clay has been offered the office of Secretary of State, 
and it is the general impression that he wilt accept it. Messrs. Scrobant and 
Gallatin have been named as Secretaries of the Treasury ; and Gov. I^cwis 
Cass of the Michigan Territory, as Secretary at War. With a Cabinet /orsieil 
of such materiahy whichever of the gentlemen should be selected as the head 
of the Treasury Department, THE ADMINISTRATION CAN SCARCELY 
FAIL TO ATTRACT THE CONFIDENCE OF THE COUNTRY."* 

* At the vwy mflment that Vas Bnren and hh (Hands were thns declaring their eoofidenoe In Adami ud 
Clay, Clay*«/«/M friend, Kendall, wa« beirlnnlnK to perrelve that Jaeksott't ilar woald «ooa be In theMcf d 
ant. On the 90th of Feb., ISiS, he ihm addiMsed Mr. Clay at Wanhlngton, from Fiankfort, Ky. : 

" Dear Bir: Since (be encloaed wu written, we have received the news nf the retuli of the Piettdentlal 
election. It r.reat«« verv liitte ienMtion h^re. In Fmnkfort, probably half, or nearly so, appmve the eonrie 
of our lepreaentatlon. Jacknnn's orleinul friends are load In their romplalnts, and teveml who were fbr yoa 
Jnin than. I think In lonw lectiona of the eonntry, thrae will be a eonsldemble stir ; but If the adnlnlatmtkw 
hi prudent, U will die away. I speak of Kentucky only. There is ranch inqniry whether yon will be ofleied 
or will accept the Secretarj'ship of Stale, and moch diversity of opinion as to wh.it yoa onght to do If It la 
oiflbrad. It seems to roe that no man here can tell what you ought to do, because It is impossibie for ns lo iDMMr 
all the dicnmstances. Is there not a probability thnt Jackson may be elected by the people at the ead of lb«ff 
yean 1 Will not Clinton nnite his inieraets with iaekson'a, with the expectation that he will snceeed him la 
tbn Vmtdeney ; and wUl not soch a eombinatloa bo too powerful to withstand ? Will not Adams, for his own 
safety, retain Crawford, and thereby conciliate his interest 1 I know nothinx of these matters ; bnt on view- 
inff at a distance the poitura of men and parties, indicated by these qnerlee have flitted thrmiih my mind. 

VoarfHend,l^, AMOS KBNDaLL** 

From a sonree I caaaot uyet roentloii, I letm that Van BuMn*s haritain with Jackson's frieade— their m»- 
tnai aadentaadlnt* I mav m well call it, bears date in Dec, 1896. In that month ho expected the IHends of 



Adams to attark him, and soon afterwards [Feb., 18S7J he and Cambretenc are seen dlroctUif Hoyt to elreulata 
Gea.eraea's TUefmph. In April they are ofT to flonth Carolina [Bee Nos. 41, 49, 43, 45, 4S. aad 471, f 
whaaee their eoually flexible asMiclaie, Bitehle, moelves a letter, dated **Char«eaton, 8. C, May 7, lar," 



Imw k U Crom the Richmond Bnqnirer, eighteen moathi before Jackson*a elecUon : 

** Oar friend Van Buren has at length reconciled nearly all the most important JarrinK claims aad'lnteres4. 
Oea. Andrew Jackson consenbi to accept of the Presidency of the United States, PLEDOINO HIMSELF IN- 
VIOLABLY TO SUBSERVE THE PEOPLE OF THE SOUTR an4 tb resi|n at the end of foor yearn. Joha 
C. ^Itoaa has beea prevailed opoa, la eoafimnity m the wlahee of aome of onr most Inflaentlal rrleada,lo re- 
IliMialah hie claims upon the Vice Presidency. Eveiy eflbrt Is m be made to induce De Win Cllnion to aeeept 
theVtoePpssldency. Martltt Van Bnren to serve as Secrauiry of State nnder Gen. Jackson, and at the end of 



C. ^Itoaa has beea prevailed opoa, la eoafimaity m the wlahee of aome of our most Inflaentlal frleil 
IliMiaiah hie chUms upon the Vice Presidency. Eveiy eflbrt Is m be made to induce De Win Cllnion t 

theVlcePpssldency. Martltt Van Bnren to serve as Secretary of State nnder Gen. Jackson, and at ihi 

fear years to be nominated and supported for the Presidency ; with a perfect understaadiag that he will par- 
mw TBe SOUTHERN POLICY, in relatton to domestle mannlkctares and internal Imnravameats. Iff am 
aot mach mlaiaformed, a cabinet la ao anaamd aa to eonunaad the gmateat poaaible ezmat of poUikai 



CUaton died— the rival eandldatea pat Calhonn on their tleketa— Jaekaon aerved aicht yean. With thaea 
- ... ... ollllSdr - 



a i capdeas, Ritchie showed what haa ahiee come to pass, la May, 1837— and **a poUUeal OrfmalklB-patrlag 
o««r petty schenaa— mooataf ovar shUtier atrataffBaia— withoat elavattoa of mlad or dttalty of elwnclw**-^ 
Itarthaa did Cllatoa portmy Vaa Baraa-fvlad the Ualoa, te Its deapaad lastlag lnlary» Ibr twalvn foaia ! 
Yaa Bmca'* Sab-matniar GmmX Ibr New Eagtauid» Oovaraor Isaac HttI, of N . B., waa a h9l AdaaMm^ 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Crostcell on the Safety Fund Lmc, — Bank-crrtjt Ihitrrlbtd by thosf wfio wider- 
stood it. — Deaperate Bank Faiiurt^. — Who Sitffercd by ttitm. — Yen Buren^t 
Proscription in 1829. — liis Efforts to ohlavn Uharters in 1828. — The Argvs 
and Batter Murmur. — Mechanics and Famttrs* Bank^ Aioany.-^The Two- 
Third Rule at Fault, — CUtiton^s Waminas^ Is 16 and 1818. — Hammond on 
iV. r. Bank Juj,^ Flaggy Wright and Eurll voining Charters. 

Mk. Ei>wi7<i CaoswRLL of the AUwny Argus, seut nie, in 1834^ a pamphlet 
euiitled ^' Origin, provisions and eiivci of the Safety Fund Law," with a request 
that i would notice it. For the drst time, 1 have nov^ given it a careful perusal 
It professes to be a reply to Mr. Walsh's Quarterly Review, the Report of th« 
Union Comnrttltee, and the stricUires in Congress on what k termed a'dang«rouis 
political deception by Van BiAren, under wlioae ^lort provernment of New York 
the fund and its commissioners were recommended. The pamphlet may be 
fairly a^^sumed to be Van Buren's defence. It appeared, with high commenda- 
tions in his press, the Argus, and was approvingly referred to by the presses 
controlled by bank democrats throughout the state.* 

In ISJO. Thnt ypar, Aug. 8, lio snid In his Palrint,** No umn unites more of the qualities of the honest, iip- 
rtflil. Hudiilile stiitecmaii, thitn Jnhn Qnincy Atl.tins. Mr. AdMiiH* UiteHU Hra fltiMl solely to nile In a repob 
Iki. hecaii^e rmuUican povemnieni can only he sustained hy Inteirrity and plain dealing.*' In 1834, Hill west 
n»r Cmwf'ird. lil* nniivum. and the minority raucns — but, said he. May, 1K24, •" Should he (Cmwfurd] not be 
Nerted, wti can trust our extjeiitivo itepnrtincnt In tlte liniMis of Adams or Clay. 1 wish I ootild say the wine 
of Ceorrtl J:tr)(«(ai. •*♦♦•♦ We dfi mtiliko lo bi' bant.'cd wittioHt rhymeor rens«m.'* Byl>"27i»r 
**i^. T«:iiir h.id vecrvd Munrf to Jackson, ami In dne time Jackson was "the Ueniocmcy,** rikI Ctar anil Ad«m« 
tilNiut t\» bnd'iiien as Isaac kneiv of anywhere. Ob, whnt lat contracU Isaac got wlien he tunMMl ! 

♦ Tub Drpencp. op the S.irETY Fund Law, so calleil, to which Mr. Cro«well had ihos 
reqnesie.l my aliention, ineiUion>*, that prior to Van Burcn's short administration, in Iftjf), there 
hm been (Uis^pcratc bank fkilures^thai (he banks had fiaid in only jiart ot their capital at start- 
ioi?, and that tht* direcici-» ^ave " little or no ftirtlnir guaranty fur the fiijihful exec utiun of their 
trust than tiic obllRTition to pay their debt<» in specie" — that in ?!ome casen paymentM on shares 
had been made in si)ecie, the 'money \iilhdrawn a^ain, nnd nott?s oflmnd substituted, with no 
itfhci' security than me un|)aid shares held by the party — the fraudulent bank.s had thus gone 
in\o operation, and when failure followed, the capital was fjnnd to consist of the worthier 
notes of worthless individuals — that the rrr/w^vVf lej^islative piwcr to net as lisinker^, issne 
paper as m uii-y. i\:o., conferred l)y law on such banks, had induced honest jieople to take their 
no't's f >r jwojieriv and lalxir, smi de|x>sit money with their rascally mana!^ci>, who geiu'rallv 
placet their ]dun ler, thus arquireil, Ivyond the reach of the erediton* of the in.«titutions. 

If refortMicc be made to my account of the Hudson Bnnk, the old Buffalo Bank, the Was*- 
in«4U>n and Warren Bank,*the Bank at Plattsburi^h, and similar institutions, in this volume; 
and to Prvwper M. WctmoiT and P. W.Spiccr's Uniicil 8t,'\tcs Lombaixl Co., the Alonis (-anal 
Bnk, Tradesman's Bnnk, Fulton Bank, the Li<^ nnd Fii-e Co., Oheniieal Bank, and oriicr 
kin.lrcil con^-crns, noticed in my Lives of Hoyt and Butler ; as also to the reported bank fraud 
trials of IriJd, of which Noah and Webb ap|)car lo retain a rccollccli«>n, when sjieakinj; of 
President Polk's Navy Ai?ent, Pronner M. Wetmore [pa^^«8 2*2i and 2^'}], the reatler wiil w.*e 
that the public h:id Ix'cn «i cheatecl M' Van Buren and his adherenus, their exclnsive le;?ista- 
tion, rotten chariors, an I dishonest bank a5^»nt.s, that the cry was loud and univei-snl for an 
ethcicni check Ufx^n such accumtdated wron^rs. 

So tar were Van Buren, Wriirht, Butler, Plas:?, Croswell, and the party in power, fiom 
dosirinij to check charier ^rantin? (a disj^race and a scandal as thev ever have been to the 
honored causo of jwpular tr«^vernincni), that they did their very l>esl in the session of 1828 (only i' 
months licfoitj). to jkiks tlirou<^h the lejrislaiure of the state, without any new check or refunn 
•whatem,a variety of r«newalJ*ofhankehartcn»— and when Butler was defeated l^tlierehtetanee 
qf two-thirds of the mend»ci-s anv lonj^er to countenance the tnlious system, Van Buren came 
out ihroUifh his Aucii n, and vilified the two-thirds clau.se in the constitution of ltt21. When it 
-became ap))arent that some concem«km must be made to public sentiment, the mock-giuirantv of 
the Saf.*ty Pttnd Bubble was intrixluced hy Van Buren, as a scheme invented by Joahiia 
Pbr'nin, an old fcdeniHsl <»f Ononln:,';!. It' pretended to make the banks enter into a sort of 
mutual asMirance — the ci>mmi>sione)- clause enabled the executive to pry int^ the cuncema of 
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When we look back upon tbu disiiom^i»l bank legislation of Van Buren, Bai- 
ler, Wright, Barker, Throoj), Marcy, and their tVionds, previous to 1829, and 
compare it with this piiriy account ; and then look loiwurd to IH'SI^ and so up 
to 1S41, at Van Bureu, Cambreleng, Bowne, Butler & Co , denouuciiig as vilis 
and infamous the fabric artfully reared in 1829, we are compelled tu admit that 
the chief actors in the continued knavery of the lost twenty years, must feel a 
degriie of contempt for the people tiiey have so successfully deceived, beyond 
anything to be met with on the records of monarchy, from the days of John 
Law to tiioie of Cornelius W. Lawrence, C. C. Cambreleng, and Benjamin F. 
Butler. 

The pamphlet, or rather Van Buren, Wright, Croswell, &c., went on truly to 
state, that when a stockjobber (like Hoyt or Cambreleng) had got hold of a quan- 
tity of Hhar(*s of one of these moonshine banks, and aided in rilling it, he could 
^' hypothecnt^ *' his shares, raise cash on them, join a company ot adventuren 
like tiim^elf, purchase as nr.iny of the shares of a sound, well managed bank 
as would secure tha control of It, by the election of Bulleiizing directors, and 
then push as many of the notes of the bank out among the people as possible, 
get ai many de|)osits as they could, issue the post notes, or prouiises to pay at 
a distant time, of the bank, for money or property, sell out their shares at an 

nay haak— anJ it lulled the people iiUo a falye . cjurity, out of wliich the .stockjobber and poH- 
iiell tftagc uiaiuig^r reaped an abanJujit harvest of ili-i^oUcn wealth. It wa.s Iwcausc not one 
charter could be got in IHiii, 1827, and 1H28, iu consc\iueace of l!ie two-third rule, that the 
sleek party leader upcneJ hU bu l^et iu i&It), with the pa..acea of a .^afoty fund. 

la 4831, Van Buien and his lUiovvcr.s preienvied that the Safei/ Fiind't^iw of 1920 was in- 
tended as a prjleoiioii i) the i>o.)ple. iJeforc bdieviiii( that talc*. Ijc plea.'iedtj liJ«ten to Mr. 
MacliQ Van lJur«n, oa I'otUur side of ilia question. 1 quoie the Allwiny Ar:rus of April 8, W3H: 

" We had suptKxsiU that the que.siiou di> to the expediency of a renewal of the solvent cxisi- 
ing charters was coacedeJ. Wa«-iher*ihi.s Ijc .so or not, it appeais to be ui^ed by .vtrong" consi- 
deratioaH of jastiee to the itisiitutio.vs and .security to the publi«:. It i.s conceded liiat Hanks, 
with due liuiifations as to their number, have become so identified with our curiency, and our 
basiue.s.s transactions, a.s to be ia lispjusable. And the questiuii now is, wh-niier it i.s »aler to 
reeharter old and hjlveat Bankii, whicii Jiavo parsed throiigii llio first jxTiod of their incorpora- 
tions advanuigjoiisly to ihemsehv!* and to tlie j)ublic, and which are known and couttded iUj 
or u> break up the old fj.mJations, ami om thwh rlis.^ bhino in A SCORE OR TWO OF 
NEW BANKS, untried, unknown, pj*iibly in irresponsible luuids, and que>tioiuible a» to 
iJieh- solveuey or the character they laay Mistain \ To lhi« t|uestion tiiei-e is an ca«»y aunwer : 
and the only diiference of opinion {irobably it* att to the time and nianiK'r of the renewal. As to 
the tlm.», wJuu |K?ri<ri more lavoiable limn tlie pre.sent ? It will not betray a haziirdoiis or unne- 
cessary hdHle, loMial it wiUavoii ik: evil* of a n.ar approtiA t-u the cxintailoa of Ike ckarkis. 
♦ ♦♦'♦• So fully convinced was the legislature ol'Alassachu.seUsol the inipiutance totheput>- 
llc interests and the stability (»f the iustitmiims, that it voi.i ntkkrko rti rk.nkw, ««// did icnnr 
1*7 rh%H^n of ike Uan'.s Uliat simile, SIX OR SEVEN YEARS tM-forc the timii oj iwwrponUion 
JU.I expired.' Delay, indeeit, nuy serve the interests yf the lobby, but can scarcely j)romcite the 
iiiiei««(A of the coinnuinity. • • ♦ * ♦ We have no interest iu the renewal i»i" any chatter, 
beyond what every citizen has," Ar.. 

The MJchanii-s and Farmers' Bank at Albany, to whv)se nianai^er, T. W. Olcolt, Butler's 
Icttere and the Satbcy F»ind ^ive adlittonal notoriety, was incorporaieil in t»l 1, the nh»inent the 
old U. S. Bank charter wan vel<j3(l by the easting vole of Uov. Clinton. At these times, bank 
diviikindft were ollen 9 u» 18 per leni.', and the {ireiniuins on pmiUged .stock 2d lo 33 jht cent. 
Thl» bank was o!)tained on the ytlausible pretext of benefiting farmen* and mechanics, and the 
pi>$sident and a majority of the diivctors were required to be mechanics. Sohimon Souihwick 
was the fip« pri\sident, and Gorham A. Worth, tiie casfdei . WoiHi's |xx*lry is nt»tlciHl b^- Butler 
Aiage !r»5), and Jacob Barker »peaks of him a> a friend (i>age VJ'2). lie \h now, I believe, the 
caHhier ot a bank in this city. In due time the M, awl F. fell into Regency hands, and Marcy s 
father-in-law, Benj. Knower, became its prestdeut. When Knower stopped payment, in IH34, 
Van Bwren'ji sacces.sor in the U. 8. Senate, C. E. Umllcy. succeetled him. This Bank haN been 
alwavH id'enlined with Van Burea'H inlere>ts, and his son John was a diiector and the bank 
att*M ncv for it in W«Hi or I^i3^ .... 

. InX*«*t'«Al>T,Maixh \% 11^ (nays the Arsjus). Mr. Butler called for the third^reuduig ol the 
bill to renew the Mechanics and Farmers' Bank in the city of Albany. Mr. A. M:oiii, Jr., 
desired to ad:i a clause attecling the liability of stockholders, but was not permiiiwi. To ]x.Af 
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advance, perhaps, on their original purchase money, and having exchanged the 
crtdil of the bank for substantial wealth in eveiy shape, borrowed oat its capi« 
tal, and all the wealth that could be raised on its cjredit, retire from the wreck, 
and allow it to blow up and engulph the worthy and the good, the unsuspecting 
and unwary. Reports to the legislature were found to be deceptive, millions 
were plundered from the conununity, and in some cases the plan was to divide 
the funds of the bank among the (&w) stockholders, as preteuded profits, when 
in £BM:t there were none to divide. This enabled them to sell their worthless 
shares for a goodly sum, as of a flourishing concern, well conducted. All was fraud ; 
but so linked in with the system was the administration of justice — (there 
were Marcys, John Van Burens, Hoyts, W. W. Van Nesses, &c., in those days) 
-^that if any rascal was prosecuted, he could affi>rd, frx)m his plunder, thou* 
sands of dollars for defence ; and what with getting clear through flaws, throu^ 
new triab, through appeals, through a brother knave on the jury, whose con« 
science could not convict, the law was inoperative, as respects 99 in 100. Casesi 
says the official pamphlet, '' of each of the classes above mentioned, had actu- 
ally occurred, exhibiting scenes of fraud and corruption, the details of which 
were spread before the community through the reports of our criminal courts, 
WHICH FOR A LONO TIME WERE CROWDED WITH CAUSES OF 



the bill, 67 members voted, Butler, Cargill of N. Y., Michael Hofflnan, Savage, Vendanck, Ac. ; 
agaiiLst it there were 37 votes, Qeneral Porter, Spencer, Fillmore, dec. Not two-thirds^loaL 

On the 8th of April, the Assembly was in committee on renewing old bank charters aad 
granting new ones. It was proposed to make the stockholders of banks individnaUy responsible 
to double the amount of their shares, but Butler, Cargill, Dayton, Faulkner, and Hoffinas. 
opposed the clause. Butler said he would take the new charters thus biuthened, as a lesaer evil 
than no renewals, but would vote down individual responsibility if he could. On the 10th, it 
was voted down, by Butler, Cargill, Dayton, Faulkner, Hofiinan, &c. 

Messrs. Butler and Hofiinan voted for special charters to some banks with, and toothers wiA- 
out the responsibility clauses. Any way to get them. On the lOth, the Assembly in commit- 
tee of the whole, paicd bills to renew the Franklin Bank and the Tradesmen's Bank, N. Y., 



and the Catskill Bank -, also ten new bank charters to be located at Kinderfaook, Whitdiall, 
dLc. I believe the whole batch got swamped, and that charters were laid over till die new era 
of Van Buren and Reform (!) in 1829. 
The following extract telk the feelings of the bank Democrats, in April, 1896 : 

(From the Albany Aifui, April 14, 1896.1 
" T%t Bank Ckari€rs.--The final question w^as taken in the Assembly, on Salnrdi^, oa the 
" bills for the renewal of the charters of the Geneva and Ontario Banks, and the Bank of New 
" York, and they were severally lost ; the former being deficient by three, and the latter by Ibar 
'* votes, of a constitutional majority [86J. It seems to be an unequal oonatitutiaoal rule, which 
" declares a vote to be in the negative, notwithstanding more than three to one of ike mmhen 
" PRESENT are in the affirmative ; amd U is partic^Uarly unfurtmmate to come so near and yet to 

Van Buren, Young, Wright, and their firiends, had had very early leaaans oi the daagen 
to libert}', attending die vinous system of banking, which obtained in this state. In a letter 
to the republicans of the state, dated Albany, April 3, 1806, and signed by De Witt GUataii, 
Nathaniel Pitcher, John Cramer, Caleb Tompkins, Clarkson CroUus, R. Riker, John M'Lean, 
John Herkimer, John Taylor, Alex. Sheldon, Benjamin Ferns, and other BMmbers of the 
Legislature, they tell the neople— * You turned with disgust &om the scene of bribenr aad 
" corruption by which the Merchants' Bank in the city of N. Y., seemed its chaiter. If the 
" representatives of the people can, with impunit}', receive or oil^ bribeSi the virtue of our 
" government is bla.<sted. If we permit its puritv to 'be stained, we pave the way to destroy its 
" respect in the eyes of all good men. We shake the basts of our republican eatahUshmento^ 
" and lay the foundation whereon is built the oorrapt govemmenta of Uie ancient world.' 

In Jan., 1818, Governor Clinton solemnly warned the people of the dangers they ynft 
bringing on the country, throueh the vicious mode of transacting biiUdng business, which 
Van Buren and his pupils had continually fostered. The Assembly appoijoited an hoMst, 
faithful committee, to whose able and useful rniort I wouhi be glad to give a place here. 
Their chairman, Isaac Pierson, was also directed to propose a resolution wi a joint committee 
of the legislature to inquire into the management ot the afiairs of the banks^ whetiier their 
funds had been improperly applied, or their agents or direeion been guiliy of impioper or 
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THAT CHARACTER. HUNDREDS OP OUR UNSUSPECTING CITI- 
ZENS WERE THE VICTIMS OF SUCH CONSPIRACIES; md v>hm 
ikey found their fariune$ had been rmned by the Jraudi of iheee vUlaine In the 
management of corporate insiiiuikmSf and afpeakd to the law to bring them to 
merited punishment ^ »uch turned out to be the extent and intricacu of their comblr 
nadon»y and each the influence ef the aeeueedj AND THEIR SECRET ABET- 
TORS, that pubHcJuetiee herself seemed to be abnost set at defance.^^ This state 
of things, we are told, induced Governor Van Bonn, when state physician in 
chief, to prescribe his grand nostrum of the Safety Fund Law. 

orarions practices for coyenons or ojppreaare porpoBes, and whether they had paid their bills ia 
money accordiiig to their charters, or evaded doing ao. The report a( the committee, and tbe 
GoTemar'sreQommendation, well warranted the proposition. 

" The committee believe, the present circulation in the state principally consists of the notes 
of those banks whose nominal capitals are small, and composed prinbipiulT of the notes of the 
indivklnal stockholders, called stock-notes : so that the seeoritjr of the poblic consists of the 
private fortunes of individual stockholders, and those fortunes, in a great measure, consist of 
the stock of die bank. TTMr infmtncs too fitq^nUk^y nof ofjon akmukf bogms to arnmne a 
species of dktaUon aUogether alamingf and unless some judicious remedy is provided hf the 
legislative wisdom, we shall soon witness attempts to control all selections to oAce in our 
counties, nay the etectioas to this very li^islatore. Smaion and members of esiemUe will be 
indebted to banks for IbeM- seats in tbis capital^ and thus the wise ends of our dvU institwtums will 
be prostrated in the dust by eorporaUons of our awn ereaticn. It is therefore evident, the dekSa- 
nous poison has already taken deep root, and requires immediate legislative intnference with 
the utmost enei^." 

General Root and Messrs. Meigs, Edwards, and Sharps, made able speeches for iafuixy, 
but Mr. Oakley opposed it. The resolve was adopted, 70 to 30, and sent to the Senate, where 
they were carefaliy protortin^ the knavery of Washington and Wantn, BnflUo, Hudson, 
Plattsburgh, and other rotten banks of the Van Buien family. Van Buren denounced in^ 
quiry, effectually crushed the Assembly's resolve and protected the banks in their villany» 
till their insolvency, and the breaking uown of many others of like character, closed the scene. 
For proof take thejprinted Journals of the Senate of ^. Y. liook also into the secret eonefr. 
ponuence of Van Buren, Butler, Hoyt, Barker, &c. 

'< Dnrinff the November session [1834], a comi^nt was made that the passage of the bill 
for chattering [the Chemical bank of New York], had been procured by corrupt meaaa An 
investigation was ordered, and a committee appointed with power to send for persons and 
papers. The evidence given before the committee afforded a most diflgustin^ pleixae of the 
depravity of the members of the legislature, and indeed, I might say, of the deipradatioo of 
human nature itself. The attem])t to corrupt, and in fhct, corruption itself, was not osafined 
to any one party. It extended to individuals of all parties, and it is not improbable that the in* 
terest of members in these applicaUons for moneyed incorporations had an effect on the political 
action of some of them. Mr. Caldwell, a witness, testified that he heard a senalor say, * I am 
a Crawford man to-day, but unless the Chemical Bank passes, I shall be ajpeople's man to* 
morrow.' In short, it was evident that the foul and sickening scenes of lol2, had been re- 
enacted in lSQi,"^Hammond, vol i., p. 178. 

The old bank of Rochester, chartered 1834, was a regency favorite. It passed the Senate, 
Feb. 16, 1834, and among the yeas were our present Governor, Silas Wright, Jonas Eadl, 
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Wri^t, Jasper Ward, Jonas Earll, Jr., J(^n Lemts, and Peiley Keyts. This histonrof that 
charter is before the world. On same day, in Senate, the Long Island Bank passed, by the 
votes of Silas Wright, Jasper Ward, C. E. Dudley, Jonas Earll, Jr., Perley Keyes, and Farrand 
Stranahan. In the Assembly, A. C. Flagg, not havlag mada up his mind, absented himaelf 
till flie voting was over. ... *. ' 

. .md you ever see a cat watch a mouse, reader 1 Just so will the little country bithk director, 
wbo has lent cash to a ianner on the mortgaae of his place, watch him. Siz^ day renewali^ 
with fresh meals of interest, are an eating moth. The speculation &ils^-the note is now as Mr 
as h^die value of the &rm-^e DanlelS. Dickenaonof the lawtjghtens thesgeiia the (urn 
iaite^banker's, and its owner on his way to Iowa* 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Oavemor Von Bwrttnfor more Biuiks^ und against them. — JnJge FarmauU rtjiort. 
— Dimding the spoih^-^Bdair gou //r more Bauke, — Webster on the Pets» — 
7%roop succeed* Van Bitrtn. — MabbeWs Prophecies. — Chandler Slarr on, their 
FulfiUtnefU. — The Sajettf Fund Scheme a Fraud on the Country,— Utaerul 
George P. Barker. — Marcy on the Buffalo Bank, — Bank officers tried for 
Felony. — How Acquitted. 

At the opening of the legislature of 1829, [Jan. 7J Governor Van Buren 
said a great deal about banlu/ but very little about education. One paragraph 
of his message was in these words : 

09» ^' To dispense with Banks altogether is an idea which seeins to have ^ 
09^ no advocate; and to make ourselves wholly dependent on those ^ 
ify* established by federal authority deserves none, if these art? correct «£)( 
99» views, the only alternative would seem to be, between a renewal of the <^ 
9^ charters of the sound part of the existing Banks, or to anticipate the ^ 
j9» winding up of these concerns by the incorporation of new institutions/^ «^ 

When a few steps higher up preferment's ladder, he wrote Sherrod Williams 
in 1836, <' I have always been opposed to the increase of Banks-'^f 

* On tlie IScii fif Jaiiimry, 1839, V«n Bnren wnoto Jiidj^ Foniian, nt New York. fiM' a popular veMon of liii 
niaiif acBi llto reqiieic Uirmigh Jane Hoyt [sec Nn. I<I3,J ond on ikc !27tli lakl U by inctsatze tiei'ure ihe It^Mlaiure. 
Next day it npiicared in Uio Argus, and tlie iinprndiiiiin t« incMiMiible, lliiU tlie Kimim* for i}.*U:fiiif a bntcJi of iMfW 
aail old iMinks, to suit fnvorite intrrestM, \va«, lik« Tiiroop'« tiiiccifiMiun. and WtaitcrvHra ** ffreat satvalton.** • 
matter of harj^ain nnil etHxI understanding between Van Buren. Olcott. Tliruopi, Mnrcy. Haff. and certain of the 
party Icadars, at Horlcimor. In S.'picniber, ISdrt. Fomitn piit« forward kit plan ax of " a omnnuniiy smnelJiiui! 
after Ilia miuiner of our feduriil uiUon—wltii a supervision over the wiiolc. as perfect hikI man: beneficial for tli** 
public TU^ THAT or A OKNCHAL «ANK OVKR ITS BRANciiKS.** IIow Van Buren*8scll('nlel)pemted^-hu1lrtlli•cha^ 
ten were got— the Steele distributed— who ttie men wert.* who were most active hi proeu Ui« cbartor^^wha and 
what the e«tmmiistoneni wert'^^-wliat pn>ponitm< of morlc went to JefUlnton uitd pnnniuem ftatrfcits^ lika Olcot « 
Maicv* Flaes, Vandurpool. Dis, Wrifht, Lawrence, Butler, Croswell, Purtor, Commff, BcHcman, Gould, Vonas, 
and Faulhnor, «tf to men of straw for them— an«l whe«h»fr those who pmiitcti by iiii;'>e i^afi'ty fund speentalkMU 
were not leagued to|{fther as Rcftimcy supporters, boiii before and after )S29— tticse are qm-sliona Ih it could best be 
answered by a special work on N. V. Kaitkiiiff, wlucn would Miow la detail how the ciiartera wero los>rollel, 
and for and i»y whimi. tSucto a work wouhl be the Black Book of the Empire State in XMghX earnest. Ur. Max- 
wdl, • hifislnto^ addreasad Zm» Allen the poalmasler of Sackttt's Harbor, by loiter, da'rd Albany. Jan. 7. lA3d. 
thus ** Dear Judce~ Yours just received. There are more applications for bnnks tliLi yt-ar tliao ev»Y beforr. 
Vou must make out a eomplete list of directors, ofltceiii, Itc., and iCobiained you most know now. It miM be a 
Jackson Bank ; and the Bank Junto in this place, must Itc allowed a tiAgcr in ihn pic. 

YounHtmly, Pn. Maxwkll." 

Large fert«ne« have bMn mode by apportioning the stock of nevr baokii to fkvoril^ and followers of the gov- 
emmeat. V«p Biitvn wished that oornipt power to be retained. In his January Mcssngc, bo said, " Who are 
tbc> panicu|:ir rocipienu of your favor is a maUer of minor importance. The number of ? «i« stockhoklen, In com- 
pR^toon with tlie irrent body of th'? people, is so vorv ffmall, and the stnck is ao cotistanily chamriiig hands, thai 
THE EQUITY OF ITS ORIGINAL DIRTRlBUtlON bttm^i a ampanOivHv unim,yrtamt watrt^** That 
it. to *iy, leave the party to select the onmmlsskMierff to distribute the stnck, and leavd the didtributkio to the 
Mmmissionert. Perhaps the pr«nuumspald ftnm 1820 to 1839, on bank stock, sold by the original fhvoriies of 
the party, yielded them from (wo to three milllous of dollare. AU this, says Van Buren. is eompanilively 
UBlmpoitant. 

t This volaaa aflbrds abandaat «vidaBM that Bbitr waa Van Buren** oonAdamta, and the Globe Us aionth- 
plaea— Blair aod Van Buwn adroit that. Turn to the Globe of Dec. 21, 1833, and you will find the firilowing 
^Miampb, praoialag a Uiga crop of banks without any safety IViad to protect their customers : 

**Tlil8 new eoalltion, however, have labored la vain. The Intelligent people of the West know how to 
naUrtatn thetr riiehu and Independence, and to repel opprosaloa. Althoogb foiled ia the begtatttav, every 
WasCatA ttaia Is about lo esfabllah a State banklag insUiutloB. Tbay an raaol vwl to avail thenMei ves of Ibsir 
MTB Stale credit aa well aa of the naUoaal credit to malataln a camoey ladependent of foreign controir Mr. 
Clay s presses in Kentncky beghi now to feel how vain are all their eflorts to resist thi« determlaatUm of 
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people la the West The Louisville (Kaatneky) Herald sayt : * From tlie ladleatiotts of pubHc optaloa, as coa< 
talaed la the papers flrom the States around us, then fai every probability that banks will be chartered in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Mfanourl; and that efforts will be made to charter la this State (Kentncky) not only 
a Slate bank, wilb four or five tananches, but several Independent banks.* ** 

Biffaly approving of thla promfamd crop of state banks, the Globe eoneludaa by aaylag— ** So OWo^ ladlaaa. ^ 
nilMla, MlsMuri. and Kentncky. aro resolved to take care of thMnaelves. and no longer depend on the*«lad 
guanUaashipofBiddle^ClayiaBdCo.** AndOUodidtakacanorheraeir by chanerragattbataai 
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When he had worked his way to the Capitol, and become President of the 
Republic, he attempted to show that inland banks were dependent on those ot' 
New York, where the produce is scut and frutii whence the merchandize is re- 
ceived, and discoursed in- one of his messages to Congress at\er this iashion ; 

" But tliis cliaiu ol" de]H;ndcuce does not stop here. It docs not terminate at Philadelphia or 
New York. It reaches acro^ the ocean, and ends in London the centre of the credit .system. 
The same laws of trade whicli ^ave to the banks in our principal cities, power over the whole 
b-tnkin*' system of t!ie United Staten, stibject the former m their turn, to the money power of 
Great Britain. It is not denied that the suspension ol' tiie ^'ew York bauktf in iKi?, which 
w.iK followed in quick succession throughout the Unitm, was pnKluced by an application of 
tliat {)ower; and it is now alleged in extenuation of the present condition of so lar^e a pur- 
tt in ot^onr ban'.cs, that their emburramraents have arisen trum the same cau.sc. From this iy- 
fl:icnce the}' cannot now entirely escape, for it has its origin in the credit currencies of the 
two countries ; it is strengthened by the earrent of trade and exchan;;^, which centres in Loo- 
don, and is rendered almost iiTesistible by the large debts conti-acted tiiere by our merchanu, 
oiu' banks, and our States. It is thus that an intiuJuction of a new bank into the most dis- 
tant of oar villain, places the business of that village witJiin the influence of the money 
pim\>r in England. U is thas that ever)' new debt which we contract in tliat country, serious- 
\y atfivts our own cnrrency, and extends over the pursuits of oiu: citizens its powerful in- 
fluence.'' 

On the 12th of March, Van Buren abdicated in favor of his lieutenant, Ends 
T, Throop, one of the most thoroughgoing U. S. Bank men in the state. He 
haid voted for the banic in Congress in 1816, and resolutely defended it every- 
where. ** 1/ ample talents^^^ said Van Buren, about Throop, ^' and a sound du- 
criminating judgment — if integrity and nimjleneMsi of purpose^ and truly rtpuh' 
liccn principles furnish any just ground for expecting a safe adnnnisircUian if 
the govemmentj that txpectoUiony I am pertuadedy may^ in the present instancej 
beftilly indulged,^^ Throop had to reply, of course ; and the journal tells U9, 
that he arose in his place in the Senate, and, among other things, declared he 
was for banks, and plenty of them. ^* Their influence i\pon productive industry 
.... have been more beneficial than the most sanguine projector could have 
anticipated,^' said Throop. 

On the 19th of March, Mr. Hubbell, in the assembly, rose to oppose the 
bank bill of the Van Buren party.* His speech 1 find in the New York Even- 

<«r her LesinlKtnre, I twlieve. eleven new Imnks, with an aggregate capital of about foar mtllloiit— the pet 
bank imrty having a oinjttrity in buth bmnchei. 

WiflMier, in Te\Ay to a ilefence of the Pel4 and Siifotv Fund, by Oovemor Wright, in Senate, March 90, 1834, 
ihn4 cx|MiMd the artfal net Into whicli protended patriots had, spldor-like, enticed the flunicn and nmaufae- 
%unr* of New \r<irk : 

" ']*ake mU the btnks in the cinintry which have lioen incorjiorated tlnce the Surety Fnml irystem wa« ettab- 
lUbeil. and cnn tUt* ^iitlc^ian mention one which has not been stndiuu«ly and dvvignedly idaceil In the haadfl 
tif (Hiliticnl friendii 1 Is then*, now-a-ilays, any such thioc as obtaining a b ink charter fnNu llie Legislature of 
New Vtirk, wlthotit cftmiuUslnnent, named In the net lt*eTr, tn ilhtribute the i>tnck ; and h there nny one in 
•fanc«, la which u luajoritv <if shares i« not nihitted ti> men of one |iartlcui:tr iHiiltlcal p:irTy f Will the gen- 
lleiiian stiv, th:it n hundred of the tint merchants of New Yiirk. or AllHiny, nr Utict, or nulnin. could this day 
olit-tin a cbartor, fur themselve*, ntid their as«<fclate4 ; the stoi;K to be dividml hs they nil^ht choose 1 I am 
slMH^'thtfr inlKhtfonm'd if any such thlni^cinild be cxpi^ctcd. With ui, and I Hnp|M)»e els«\vhur«. hnnklng Is 
ii«i ui'inopoiy. Ortain general Uxws regui.-ite the whidn basinets, and one cIh.is uf {tcri«nn* hns thn itanie rij^bl, 
Hod tlKi Mine fiiciliiy. in nf^lyinj; fur and receiving charters an othem. If they confurq^ tn the irencnti taw, 
anil sIkhv a pr*di:iljli> necesxitv fur the Institution which they ask for. Noiiue.'«iiim \* n«kefl kc Io what Hrlmcd 
itr what p^rty ihv uppiicaiitf belong ; and thl!< is as It should he. To place hII banii clrculatinn, nod bnnk ac- 
ct4iiiii<MLi4i(»n. and lisnk Influence. Into party hands, to be ased for p-irty puritosoi, would be, and U, U' such • 
ihinf nny«vh«re cxUls na enoruiity. worthy only of the worst governnicnty." 

• The Saf-ty Fund Commissioners, Chandler Starr, I'nnnbiill Cary. dto., in tlieir rei)ort of 
Jan. 30, 1813, ahovr bow correct Mr. Hubbeir» vie\v.s were in 1H29. They a.»'.surp tlie lei,n.Hla- 
tiin* of tlieir uit^r inability b) prevent the pluiiider of banks by the negligeiice of (lirccu»rs and 
nH^iiery of cashiers, or the villainy of both combinetl. 1. Becaiiso it is difficult, and often 
impoKsihle, by the exerci?«e of the greater vijjilance, to aunpel a bank to suspend till it i« 
hopeknisly ins<>iveot. 2. Until a bank has violated a positive law, it is ii.siiallv l)cyond their 
p»wej» of inierfe-Tcnco, ihruui^h an anpHoation fur a chancery injunction. 5. Tltou^h the 
luaoarrnieiit i» very improviuent. the k>ans made in lar^t? .sums to a few favorites, or l>adly 
fleeoTcU and very doiiblfui — Ihou^ii the officerM may be the principal Ix^rrowers, and tlie luana- 
^er^ evidently hazaiding the capital of a bank, yet the commisMouers dare not interfere. 4b 
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ing Post, reported from the Albany Argus. He was convinced that the bank 
food would protre only a splendid premium offered to dishonesty and fnnd— 
that many expedients would be resorted to by the managers of a oorrapt insti- 
tution, in failing circumstances, to push as many of their bills into circulation 
as possible, the whole banking capital of the state being pledged for the redemp- 
tion. He wanted to guard the honest stockholder, infants, widows, aged per< 
sons retired from business who had their funds in the banks, but this scheme 

" It iB true that an injunction will be granted when the nun of the bank has been ooosnmmaled 
by actual insolvency, or in cases where half the capital stock has been lost." 5. But these 
Ikcts muf^t be sworn to, as facts actually known to the commissioners, or proved on oath by 
odiers. 6. Even if a well founded bdief of insolvency is the result of an investigation by tlie 
oommimioners, Chancellor Walworth carries the matter to a future day, and this affords time 
to the bank otiicers to give preferences to those they may desire to fiivor, and to subetitnle 
worthless paper, or paper at long dates, for notes at short dates and well secured. The btak 
capital is often placed " in the hands of reckless and unprincipled managers, and unrestrained 
by either moral or legal obligation." 7. Examinations of banks take place but once in four 
months — tlit- commissioner has often little knowledge of the debtors or of the real value of the 
other funds — *< he is precluded fVom disclosing the names of the debtors," and has to believe 
whatever tlie managers may tell him. Even if the information is sworn to, it is not vonh 
much. 8. " The selection of President and capable Directors must, of necessity, constitute 
thegreat safeguard of bank stockholders "—BUT THESE CONSIDERATIONS SELDOM 
INFLUENCE THE STOCKHOLDERS IN THEIR CHOICE. 9. Officers and managers 
pat in, are fortified by proxies, which keep them in. They have lost much of late by specu- 
lating imwisely. 

What a commentary on that grand humbug, the Safety Fund Law, by which false sweariif 
is declared to be perjury, and the exhibition of fiUse books, or entries, to the commissioners, a 
felony ! 1 Justice to the guilty is a mockep', and even Benjamin Butler sneers at the idea of 
calling the knaves to account. Is this, can it be, free, enlightened, democratic America 1 The 
America of my earlk' dreams it surely is not. 

In 183C, George P. Barker was elected to the Assembly firom Eric County, to electioneer for 
the charter of the City Bank of Buffak). He did so, and obtained it, through the votes of 
Senators J. and L. Beardsley, Armstrong, Gansevoort, Coe S. Downing, Grifiin, Hubbard, J. 
Hunter, Geo. Himtington, H. F. and J. P. Jones, Lacy, Lawyer, Livingston, Lounsberry, E. 
C. Mack, the parly printer, Maison, Scger, the ex-clerk of assembly, Van Schaick, D. Wager, 
Sterling and Spraker. Samuel Young, with Loomis, James Powers (see page 70). and one 
or two more, formed the opposition. Prosper M. Wetmore was its supptuter in the Assembly, 
and also the supporter of almost every other bank asked for. Polk sticks to him as Navy 
Agent here, like a brother. Van Buren's followers had tlieir share of the plunder, by agree- 
ment. One prominent operator (Corning, I think), had $30,000 of the stock, aiid when 
the bank failed, the Argus had the assurance to call the concern a ''whig bank paity" 
•• machine." 

From first to last, General Gkorge P. Barker, abolitionist, Canadian Patriot, stockjobber, 
and Van Bu^en^s steady tool, was a director of the City Bank — ^he was also its ationiey, 
transacting its law business. John B. Macy, another ex- van Buren man, was the first presi- 
dent, and he and his parmer, Isaac S. Smith, the loco-foco candidate ibr Governor, abstracted 
and lent themselves nearly S150,000 of the funds of the bank ; their securities were sold at 
Buffalo last Nov. ibr less than $2 000— 353 000 of discounted bills brought Sl,20(>-jiidgments 
in fkvor of the bank for S^235,000, were sold fbr $31 500. Until Nov. 1639, the SalHy Food 
Commissioners reported the bank to be sound and healthy, though it was even then utterly 
worth lean — ^so too, the state authorities had lent it more than $100,000 of the public funds^ 
a dead loss. The bank had not only issiied the extra allowance of its notes mentioned in the 
stamtes, but also many thousands of dollars beyond the legal limit— and when Marcy was 
named as its receiver, he swore that not only would over $300,000 of its notes be redeemable 
out of the state treasury, but tliat " it is supposed that a still larger amount of the fiaudulent 
issues of that bank than is already redeemeiis lurking yet in recesses only known to its cor- 
rupt managers." 

Isaac S. Smith, in an official letter to Fitzwilliam Byrdsall and othen, dated BaffiUo. Septem- 
ber 29th, 1836, a month or two after the City Bank was set afloat there, thus proclaimed the £uth 
that was in him : 

" None of our institutions," said Isaac, " have so smmg a tendency to create and perpetoate 

"the odious distinctions between the rich and the poor, as the paper monev banks. 

** Those incorporations, and others not more meritorious, and yet equally monopolizmg, have 

^ been the greatest cause of truckling and corruption in l^ialatian. The worst ftatnie in the 

. ** proceedings of past legislators, has been the waslefhl appropriation of laige snma, oBtensibly 
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left ihe confiding stockholder withoat remedy, when a frilnre took phee. He 
had no fiiitfa in uie commisaaoners, who would rely pn the statements to be given 
by bank officeis, and prove no check at all to mismanagement. The commis- 
sioners would have an unbounded and very dangerous influence, and fonn a 
connecting link between all the institutions, for political or any other combina- 
tions they might think necessary ; and the whole machinery prove an unsafe 
monopoly, nothing short of despotism. 

I am very well satisfied, that an honest, efficient system could be devised 
without difficulty, by which this country would have a sound currency, portablci 

""^"^^^ > 

" for public improvements, bat in reality for party purpoees, and the mntinff of charters ibr 
" banks, with wnich to strengthen the hantls of party leaders. I nvoula sancckm nothing bat 
(( silver and gold as a circalating medium." This feHow puts me in mind of the sharper 
Jenkinson, in the Vicar of Wakefield. He had silver on his tongue, but did not Ibrget to 
abstract $150,000 of the bank funds, with the aid of his more tolerant partner in leather, Macy. 
The bank, through a committee, gave up good securities to debtors, and took the Tonawanoia 
Bank in lieu of them, capital $150,000, but not woith one cent In Nov. 1839, the bank, by 
Lewis Eaton (Van Buren's ex-safe^ fund com'r) its president. General Barker, attorney and 
director, L. F. Allen, no whig of TG, and the other directors, appointed three of themselves a 
committee " to take collateral securities, or extinguish doubtAil debts." Stephen White, L. F. 
Allen, and Jed. H. Lathrop were chosen, and went to work and made a settlement of the a&irs 
of the bank, concerning which Marcy swears " that the same wa$ made with intent to defhiud." 
I need not tcU you that as their brother in the affkir, Barker, was elected Attorney General by 
those who had got rich by such knavery, and their abettors and supporters, there were no con- 
victions either at statute or common law. George P. Barker appears to have borrowed largely. 
$13,000 with Vandervoort, $10,000 on his stock, known to him to be utterly worthless, $3,000 
on Ohio city, &c. Let honest republicans keep in mind, that after Barker had brought forth 
and buried this infkmous bank. Flagg, Marcy, 0*Sullivan, Dix, Corning, Faulkner, Davezac, 
Ai. Hoffman, Van Buren, and the party leaders selected him for Attorney €}eneral of the 
State, while the Syracuse Convention that named Van Buren fbr pxesidem on a second term, 
put Attorney Barker and Col. Young on their ticket as state electors. 

The Bank of Buffalo, another safehr fund concern, of which Hiram Pratt was President and 
John R. Lee cashier, chose Orlando Allen as its President on the deaih of Pratt, whom a fear 
of premature discoveries of villainy hastened to his grave. It failed in 1840, and had issued 
many thousands of dollars of its paper, as money, bevond the limit allowed by law, i*s officers, 
Allen and Lee, solemnlv swearing to the oontranr before the commissioners. A Btifialo grand 
jury, on what was beheved to be unquestionable testimony, indicted L^e and Alien for the 
penury— they were arrested and held to bail, AUen, if memory serves me, beiqg out of the way 
and brought back. It is reported that the banks lent their notes to the bmers at regular 
interest, with an understanding, &c., that the brokers shaved (exacted usury) as close as they 
could, that the profits were divided between the brokers and the presidem and director of the 
banks, and that when discounts were applied for, they would say <' we can't do i(--Lee, the 
broker can-^way to Lee." Two per cent, a month, &c., followed, of course. This may or 
may not be so*«but as Lee is a fair spoken, fusible person, and as Allen quotes Barker's 
cose, and says they all do it, I wrote a friend in Buffalo to send me all the papers containing 
the trial or any part of the proceedings, as Barker was the prosecutor, and the case of unusual 
interest to the wnole country. Here is ibe result « BufiUo, Nov. 30, 1843. W. L. Macken- 
" zie, Sir: General Barker has just concluded his speech in the trial of John R. Lee, the 
" cashier, for perjury in swearing to false returns. The eridaice contains some strange 
X develot>menls in banking. The judge proceeds with his cl^aige— the verdict you will get 
*' to-morrow. The trial excites much interest, and the newspapers containing the best report I 
** will send to you.*' Soon after, the N. Y. papers said he was acq^uitted, asamj fKend wrote 
again — " Every Buffalo paper is silent on the details of Lee's trial^he was acqttttUd, but there 
" was perjury or its equivalent somewhere, and enough of it too. Why the public joomals, 
*' which often copy very unimportant issues in the courts, should have all omitted this very 
" important one, you can guess as near the truth as, yours tnihr." T he end of the Buffalo banks, 
13 in all, was hopeless iasolvencv, firaud in not a iisw, and me hoitescpart of the community 
in Ohio, New York, Canada, Inoiana, &c., were cheated, as before by Van Buren's first bonk, 
and by similar characters, too. Had the evidence in Ljee*s caae justified the verdict, or had 
the attorney general been any other than a character steeped in baa k oorruption ; had he been 
ardent to search for, produce, and duly^ examine die witnesses that ml^ have been Ibrthcomiaf, 
cither would Lee's exculpatory testimonv been heralded to his cffrait, or the verdict provw 
acme atonement to a pillaged peofde. All may have been figfa»— Ixit I have witaened tiialf 
ia this state which were so mana^edas to make me more tfaaa saa^om. 



03 WkDSTRR, JAOKSON, LIVINGSTON ; THfi U. t. 6t^ BAlfti. 

suitable for cotnmei'Ci^ and yet not be exclusively tnetaltic ; Iml it does not 
appt'ar probable that Van Burtu had any wish for such a currency at this time. 
General Jackson said he knew ^* a very good plan of a baiik/' but wlteu ) wrote 
some of his cabinet advisers, they had never seen it. Welister^s language, in 
January, 1834, was very judicious. While he denounced the pets, he said to 
gove.rnment, tell as of a better plan than the U. 8. Bank, and we will adopt it. 
*^ For the convenience of the government and of the country/' said he, ^^ there 
must be some bank, and he .should wish to hear the views of the administration. 
He was not so wedded to this bank, as not to be willing to hear any other plan 
which human ingenuity might devise, if any other feasible scheme could be 
devised." 

The following extract from Jackson's Farewell Adc!ivss of March, 1837, 
appears to me to exhibit othor feelings and principles than those of 182^ and 
}SH4. Why did he footer the state banks for eight years, and then condemn 
them ? 

" The pLinter, the fanner, the mechanic, and the laborer, all knoM* that their success depends 
n\K>n their own indu-stry and economy, and lliat they mast not exj^e^-t to become suddenly rich 
by the fruits of their toil. Yet these rla.sses of society fonn the gi-eat body of the people of the 
u. S., they ai-e the bone and sinew of the countn' ; men M'ho love lilieriy and desiie nothing 
but equal rights and equal laws, and who moreover hold the peat niass of oni{ national 
vealth, ulthou;;;h it is distiibuted in moderate amounts among the uiillions of li-cemen who 

S)0«.^ess it. But, with overwhelming numlx-is and wealth on tlieir ^ide, they r.re in cc«i>taut 
lanj^er of losir.i,' tlieir fair ihflnence in tlie government, and with dilliculiy maintain their juj4 
rights against the mces.sant ciloits daily n;ade to ciicroiich u{ on ihuj. The n»iM.'hief sj .rings 
from tlie jjowcr which the moneyed interests derive from a itfijKr eunency, which they t re 
able to conirol ; liom the uiultilude of cor]K)rations witluxclu.<ive j livikge.". which they have 
succeeiletl in ohtisining in (he diliirtnt Mates-, and which mo mijN.yetl i'ltogelhir fir their 
lienefit ; and unless you liecome Ui»)rc w»'>tehful in yonr stales, .M.d fhtek iliis s]»iiit uf m<iitu- 
poly and thii>4 for tAclu^i\•e jrivi leges, you will in the end tind lh;.t tl.enuwt imjoitant [xjweis 
of government have been given or haiieied away, and that the euntrol over >our aei.n.st interests 
has pastied into the hands of the^c eorjioralious?' 



CHAPTER XXI. 



jlibanif Bank and State Unio7i. — EngU^h mode of Bank luqiiitts, — Silas 
Wright. — Neio York Banks proic^t against Van Bunn'^s JMutnol Insurance 
Company, — N. S. Benton, a sttady Bank Man. — Correspondence on Bauks — 
Opinions of Old Safety Funders. — Charles Stebbtns, — The Dry Dock Bank. — 
George R. Davis. — PcUr liobinson. — The Electioneering Commission. — The 
Broken Banks^ their Villainy and Jiottenness. — The ^ratercHtt Bat:k. — 7\ 
W. OlcotVs Bond. — Bank *f Lyons. — Dishonest Receives. — Egbert Olcott. 

Van Buren's Safety Fund Act of 1S29, is a regular union of bnuk and state ; 
the i«tate was to protect the banks and lo control them.* He found that to carry 



* Tin- Btinktf i.i Nrw York— Ihc Merclinntj.*, City, M(<c)i.'«nicf\ P' a*iilx, Unlnn, TrM<!<»niiei»'«i, tnd Bank of 
America— wJ-hiil leucuaN. bin liny • bjvvi d to ttu'bUI, \u S iinic, Mauh 20. tint ii ykutt yvump: l«> iiiukr tli« 
wtiiile of til*' imiikii r(ti|ionrittl« lor t-ticti <> ItorV (riMuliici unit nmii'ifri iii« ni— Uini In -itl^rnr* i tfiy fivr dmit«pd 
rl y bui>k» liHd fiiUiHl — tiiat tviUnait n pnkl up Rn|iiuil ai.d fiiiti>fiil mid i a^mbii- innc:itiK V«n Biui-nV |»i:ui w-i>nl«l 
Xif. II I fvmvdy ni nil. imd with tiwMs. it ^> w iii't i(><]ii<r4.'d — tliiit ihe iIimn; roimiiisf tfin* rn would Ih* a deiiirii ii of 
U'c jMiblic, and u fjilHe, ill-grituMto«l ^«T•lrity. Im>i musi* im ilint- iii<n C4)i>ld iiiiiki- Mif rofi>iil>-<*» iiifiHcikMiv, in- 
qulrie') niid ••xaininHiun!* mTi-wtry m fulfil Uh* i •tcntlon of iJie pn^pOFed law, aiid fiii*- rlicl.il inquiiiM would 
doc<>irf lll<•^n:velit, w«M inannip d'iMinki'. cnrOiintppfiRiMi^ niiitdu*|.iy injiirt ilii' coiintir in fir Iftqi run — ^ihiil 
ibtf (lower ishcii to tbn 8«crvinry %%( ilM*Trt*nmiry t<» iu^ifct i)i>' citiduct of tU* I\ S. Bank had |irov<d delusive, 
Uit) va^tuln(HJnt oi'dpl^ulra'iiin hnviuK n«arly nilnctt it iM^fmc he kii<'W that aiixihi) le wim wnti f^iltiit no provl 
liion h.id b«-i n mndi- thnt a ronl Jitnl t<iiiin*'?»''nt (ai<li»l Rla.uld I*** r<»qiilrpd \\lieii tu w clrnifMv i\i rr franif'd. iw** 
Ihar thcfiiock .«hoiild ^'o lirt"» th** h.ir«N if r«'j»l bona fid« ^frMtkho'dmii, md not Inl" lb*- krepnir of sfiKahuort. 
V. Bur. n de Co. wmild havn hMt. Hii<i tJtw |M'<iplf «av«ii itiiak):i« by cueh an h iniMi iwiivi'O » h««. 

On UiK 4ih of Apill, |ir. T. L. Sitiith iwiked li^avft lo wicMfHW tli« meitionaU fioiii tiii: N. V. ciiy baiik^ ; and 
Mr. C. L. Livingston, wluw fref bank bTt«r« appear hi inTs' voluihiMinty rcinarke<l, lliat Their luanayerft fi4« 
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his measures, the lempcr of the times required such a^ proposition to be artfully 
made then. In 1837, in special session, when the villainy, wholesale as it 
surely wbu», had been fully accomplished, and the people duly pLuttdured in thai 
form — he denonoced his old scheme, pretended to he horror-struck at the 
roguery of bank and state unions, anti advised their repeal. Young said tliat 
Roman despotism could not have done a tithe of the injury ^hich tlie monopoly 
siystem had accomplished ; but he forgot, like Van Buren, to tell that he had upheld, 
nursed, and gained gold by it, in the teeth of Tompkins and Clinton's solemn 
warnings. Van Buren had plundered one class by his sham safety fund \ he 
was now prepared to plunder another by his subtreasury. That schema would 
make money scarce, and oblige the man who had mortgaged his estate in times 
of plenty of paper, (for paper promises, to pay in gold and silver in times of 
scarcity,} or forfeit the inheritance of his ikl^ers. The bankrupt law of 1842 
was the closing scene. In 1S16, 1825, and 1832, the British Parliament had 
questions affecting the currency before them, and special committees called be* 
fore them, and carefully examined bankers, merchants, manufacturers, men of 
skill, science, and experience : the whole was taken down in shorthand and 
printed. Action followed at a future session. One of these reports and the 
evidence forms a large folio. Here thy grand qui»stion is — What course will 
promote the interest of the leaders of the party/ Tedious, though invaluable 
inquiries, like those made in London, might save millions to (he people, but they 
would be too monarchical ! 

Such is the operation of Van Buren's deceptive Safely Fund, concerning 
which, Silas Wright, in reply to Henry Clay, in the U. S. Senate, Wednesday 
Feb. 26, 1S3 1, said, " 1 verily believe, that in consulting tlie safety of the pub- 
lic, it has, IN THE BEST MANNBR, consolted the greatest safety of the banks.''* 

n«r thiit *MhR train of diiia«ler and cmbarmMiient that would fullow the aiiofition of tho imw fanflt'd •ya:ait 
Wduld Im** wfy CT(Wt->:UMl »'i it |>roV(>d in tiiit long ntn I prvaiiM that .Sinilli** oppn4|ilnn ww itol l*f>rpmtin— 
thnt h- l« ilM! HmMi of whom Cndtttnctms felt afraid, (page* 200 an«l 200,) a-id the Siuitli wlnmk Ptiik iiaN rv- 
ni'ived fp>m »^i* tn uinka way for Oillett. 

In If^-^f ttn Vati Buren** iiriadple of SnAny (!) 39 Itankit were chartorrd^in 1830, only 8—18 ia 18U-^> 
in It^l— 7 In 1S13. ami :3l in Id^U and I83ii— in all ninety. On the tir«t ul Januar)*. Ii^37. tfi-k »am<JMt/ 
earftal was $32,501 ,4Sa-tbeir c.vh as>tt.3(77, and tlieir notai in ciiculntkin m muney $S*i,0ttS,IS3. An uf- 
lieUl arc«iunt hIvim ciielr pv ollu at inom thvi Sve millii»n4 of diillNni. in May Ciiey* a'npl payui«nL Tlia 4-mue 
JfMmal (if IStt. aiiow« the workinif uf tlic machinery that ynar. N. 8. Bentoa, of Liulo FalU. recently Ui« U. S. 
niairirt Atti<rii«-y for Narth'^ra N. V.. and now Secretary of Scale, wan tnen n S-nator. He voiaa lyith l>i« 
le Mler«. but went nainal rt charteia. all of wbicli ware rejected. Iteoftm. 8. Alleti. Bosardua. Tttr«iup. SicMilna, 
and Hater, binuUiawked ths Butchera and Dnnver<* Binlc Init a beuer underntan'tinf with liie nfi.ncy wai* 
broa^ht abuol and next year the hill paetud. Nearly tho Mino paniea anitoil af<Uii(4 aeverul otiier bauics. Ste- 
phen Allen moved an esrell<*at clause In th«« Safety Fand Litv, iknt no director, officer «ir aReat »f aay ehMrter- 
fd bink dMll iNifehaae nr ba ioterwtod in Uie ptircbaae b>- oChfra, of any bank note, h md. •>r obligation iMiueri 
bT any bank for a le«a Mm than tlie face of natii noie, bond, Ac, under a (leoaity. N. 8. Benton vave thin lion- 
r<a |iio|ioiitl«»a a decided neaatlve, uiid «iith fjewid Eaton, Haydeii. Ha^r, Stobbint, Wheeler, WntenuNa, and 
Boiir>)tnn, voted it down : No woader they mode £ it in a bank ciMuinlnianur, and preriJeot of the City B.ink 
in IliiifSftlo. 

• llur Secreury of Stale, N. S Benwt, fs a Tory uMltabh^ inennibeat for tho« who elected Mm. Illii vot»fi In 
the 8^ate nbuw that he b n*flen fo the very core. IIi« orticc 1^ the rvcompi*nep of factlnu^ ocrvitude. lit' Is i) du- 
Hlcate iH*nr. SuthTlu d "f Philadelphia, whoie letter forun No. 03, page 1P4 of 0«trrcxp(Mideriee. The IntiiT 
a\owed fmnkly what all tnulInK |MiHti*-inn« think. They ri'nily hold tlie nt9Me« in cunrrmpt, an.l never hexitatn 
an to nin.nivi, provldeil they may gain their wltish endn. Y«>t ihc«o ui«ti arv xuceeMful while lirtlv rt>tfnrd hi fiald 
hy the^v-ople to hon**fS copalile, tmobtrusivf |iermiia. Dr. Surhe rland'ri avownlti, noe would ha%'e thought, wim^d 
havi* etcludrd hint thereafter from poliilcnl fnvor ; ? nd yet li« Iibm scarcely liern niitof office ever »ince ! the people 
of Phn.^ile<|>hia niul the U. S. gnvennnent trrnnrlng nItn'Mt all lib rcqQ**vt', btXh fir himself and fnndly ! Ik the 
i«ad*'r surpriied that SwIm nitittiply 1 l>tes it n'tt ii«'eui tfiat, a* tlie Bible tclla U4 of old tiniee, the people love 
to be cheated, and heap honors «»n thdr d'-CL-lvers with tiidr ••>«• op-n 1 

WTdle Van Bitren*« ' eneral measure ^vaii bcf irc the Senate, Stephen Allen pn>pn»ed to improve it by n |irt»- 
vi«ion, that mch bank certify on oath thnt Its caidtnl wns paid np and entire b>!tbrH Its ch irt«rc<inld b.* ren<«w d. 
that no dividend be made ntit of r*al pmrit«. that none of the cii|tit il be divtdtil except by virtue of law, a*id ibat 
the ftind4 of th:' hnnk shttntd not be-nsetl by the niann^ r* In diiecnlatlnf in tlic Mntks of other coni|«'ilei', nimI 
fancy sto^kv in geni-nl. S cn^tiry Bent >n wn* nlmo:«i t-lfwini'iii in hti* o|tivwUi4Mi to this pmp'<sal, nnd, ^v1tll 
p4iner. nnbbnrd, ITnyden. 5Uebhin*, and Gm). B. Thmop, ilic Auburn banktr, voted afaintH it— but hf v<ic»«l for 
th« Mil Hsflf, of course, and nl«> for the charters oftht? Mohawk Bmk. Bank of Munroe, Farm"ni and MeclMa* 
ic*', Lockport, Ithaca, Y«ti*^€.».. ITitea, Pntnam U'*., ft".. 

Charles Stebbins, loo, wan a steady, nnTtritirtnH! Iiistninient of Van B*imi, in ihi-w* tfaDca. Re look hi« M-ar 
hi the •enai*' for the 5lh di-nrirt. In .T'ivmi-v. I>**i -vot il !>t(^irfilv for Ihr* pnny cllarl^rH in l^"2.^, ami nsn ii i Im- 
pravemeats for the pmit^timi n''T i ^ i im i'lt? k u Irr a h! h ]} h ldo.~|m>ved irini^Hf ftt to be a fihhfiMi* tt tttr 
tba lU^CAcy mbA the Banks— siu m p. .. ni ni of the oennie, when TItrotip lo^tk Van Bnrea's place— and when hM 
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Twelve yean after, at Aliwny, aa Govemcnr, (Jan. '46,) Mr. Wright changed 
his tone, and said that ** That legialatkw which eqnaliaea the benefits and bur- 
dens of government, and attempts to secure no special advantages to any, will 
difluse prosperity throughout a community • . . . attempts to confer favors by 
law upon classes or localities, produce a competition destructive to profitable 

industry ; a strife, not to earn but to gain the earnings of others The 

tendency of thb fiUse system is to separate capital from productive labor, and, 
carried out to its full extent, will produce the smgular result, that he who labcws 
least may accumulate the most, and he who works the hardest may know the 
most want." These latter views are borrowed from Burke— are correct — and 

tcfnwM(i«t,ThnMpMd lbs Baiate madt Idm Ot tauik eonunWoasr of Um lUic, moeh totbeddifht of the 
banks, who wuiiad • bank-Jobtor and not attem, upriglit agent, to exercise the liiquUtorial powos, tuuned tn 
thebffitomakelt palatable to the iiiSlkNi,bat never meant to be need for their baneSt OntheSth of Magr* 
1817, whnn the Dir Dock Bank, N. T., ahot ita doon on the poblle, owtag ita atockholden S4SO,000— to couniry 
baoka •ttO.OOO-to other city banks $318^00-10 depodtors $l9tM--w the U. 8. $80,000, as awl— to the N. 
Y. State trsasQry, aa a pet at Albany alao— and to Its b&l.holdeia $900,000 oeaily— one oTtha AAFETY Fond Com- 
mlailonerB stood on the aiepsof the Bank and assured the dtixtins that he had examined li, and all wasvafe!! It 
had Just $15,70S in specie— $400,000 of Its fbnds had been lent to three Wall street leecltes, to speculate on, and 
thedlreelan pietended that they did not know It! ! Who suflbrcd fbr the ftlse books, fUee entries, Mae tawpee- 
tlniw, mud false dbectors hi this case Y No one. The Argu« and the Atlas babble about equal righbi^ and asoek 
the victims of party crime, s/«ays with imtmmitif. 
• — Troubled r" 




c commissioaer, throo^ 
vncou ■ innoiaioe, lor lue a, z . iwim nwi uicu no vuvr. in Jiwi, we unu uw nwiiia aeiidlilg their eommfaMlonor, 
to the iWiilaliire, as ha Speaker. 01 to 30, while Peter Robinsoo, of Broome, the Speaker of ISSO, who liad voted 
against the whole acheroo as Injurious to his country, was ostracised. 

Mi^ Reeae, the Com m l s sl o nat nppointod by the weetera banks, was not, like Stobblns and O&vls, a followw 
of Van Bon«L but the party located new banks west, changed the vote next thue, displacod Reese, alected Lewis 
Eaton, a fHend of Silas Wright, and the thrae bank commisslonon lh<*n fonned so available travelltour, elaedon- 
eerlng oommitiee, to advance Van Buivu, Mercy, Plan. Hoyt, Butlar and Wrigbt'a fortunes, duly salaried 
and paid by a generous public. Bills were paassd fhmi time to time for lending out tlie State Aiods to tlii* pet 
bank, or that, at a low imie of Interest, on which large profits were made by the borrowers, with a eeciet ua- 
dentaadhig that emtain men ahoold have eenahi aiims lent tham. The maehteeiy waa oMde to suH tUl 
1837. and than a new leaf was turned over to get more gain to the few by decelvl^ their brother men. 

MThen the banks rsftised to rsdcem their tames, or repay the funds deinalled In thoir vaults. In May, 1837, the 
people found no safbty In the safety ftind. Thoee who required specie had to eell bank notes for what they 
would fbteh to obiete It. To meet absolute Insolvencies nearly two mllliuna of doUan have been paid aiuce 
18I0, part by the baidu and part by the state. 




clall ^ , 

quhe nehher bond nor security, either ftom theh* casbiera, tellers, clerks, or other offloeia. to ensure tteir faithful 
conduct, and protect the atocknoldeia and ttie public agafaist embexatements. Van Bunsi*s mguncy mmmlislfin 
en whiked at all this, and their whig suecopsors were not one whk more clear«(gfated. The WalorvUel Bank 
toi)k an axoeilent security In the prudent and phiua T. W. Oleott, but the undacatandlnf between the chanceilor 
and his reeelver seems to be that the eiediton of the bank do not need that money. I find n<me of the i«^ocu of 
the Receivers on the Setiate*s journal, but enough of matter in which society have a mucli amatier Inteieat. 
, There were $1,921,810 doe to the Bank of Buflblo, when It fUled, Nov. 1841 ; Walworth appointed & Y. Austin, 
Reeelver, to 184S, and up to Jan. 184S, he had collected only $83,830. Out of $540,430 of notes and oblicatiMa due 



by the public to the Clinton Bank, which Aiiled. April. IMS. the receiver had collected but $76,010 "in 

years— and the Lyons Bank (wurse sUll} had yhdded to T. R. Strong of Palmyra, the Receiver,onIy 087,445, out of 
$385,008 of debts. The Henate's Gommlttee tplt, that of the good notes, wuU secured, or good bonds, belonghig 
to the Commercial Bank of BuffUo, the Bank of Bufiaio. and toe Clinton Co. Bank, and which could have been 
collected in AiU. the (democratk) Receivers had, hi certain cases, sold the notes to the debtors or their friends, or 
compromised the debts, FOR NOMINAL 8(JMB. thus defmudiug the people of ibe state, putting lu juKtice to 
ehame, and caoMng the enemies of Amaricaa fleedom to n^ice at these new evidences of its (^lenevs. As If 
in mockery of the Injured, Messrs. Corning, Leeter. and TVtIcott gmvely recommend timt ajl further in vttiigations 
needfhl to pcuiect the people, may be referred to Attorney General John Van Buren ! 8oe ^oate Doc 18, 1845. 
I And, by reference to Senate Doc No. 118, of last year, that the Receiver of tJie Watoxvliet Bank, in which 
Colonel Young was a large stockholder, had informed the Senate** Committee that tlie ctshier of that bank had 
ffed the country, and that he " Is suppooad to have been guilty of official mivcoaduct of the grossest eharaoter, and 
to haveembesiled in various ways a large amount of the funds of the Banlt.*' Tbe si&iirs of this Bank have 
been a long thue In ttie hands of this Rttoelver. (appointed by Chancellor Walwortli, whose duty it Is to make 
him AiUlll hb obllgationsrl but aitlmufh a bond sijpked by TbOmas W. Olrott, luid Theodore Olcoit, ht« brother. 
In the penalty of $30,000, Is In his hands, as a security that Egbert Oleott, (the runaway dellnoueni cashier.) 
would do his duty, and act honestly to the Bank ; and altAough the Olcotts are wealUiy and the Bank hisolveot 
through the miscooduet of their relative, the Receiver's last nport is, that " no pan oTsakl bond has been col- 
Ityti-d, nor any suit brriught therron.** The Watervliet Bana failed in March, 1842 ; lis assete amouutod to 
9308,370— and the Reeelver (Who Is hel) had up to January. 1845, collected only $19,450 of the money c. 
Muidock, whoencoeeded E. Otooit, as eashl<*r, wrote Comptroller Flagg, April 97, 184S, that the Farmers and 
Mechanics* Bank then held $50,000 of the paper of the Watervliet, on which it had agreed to pay IntareaL Tbo 
?*"^ liS*jy*5^* *^ ®*^» oonsMlna of Judgmeota, mortngea, bonds, notes, rocks, and real estate, amowit- 
.ng to 8335,000, were sold by auctkm at Rochester, for $13,000, hi July, 1846. This shows what saibty tends. 
romwIsitoBew, lecelvam, aad chancery faijqacdoua aw worth to the pttbUc as a protectiow fi^m fraud. 
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at vamQce with the governor's conduct as a politiciani for the last twenty-two 
years of his life. 

To that valuable class of citizens who have the time and opportunity to read, 
reason, and reflect, the letters of Flagg, Livingston and Cutting, and Uierenoarks 
of Marcy, in pages 174 to 182 of this volume, must prove very interesting. 
When the privileged system had been pushed to its umost limit by the jaded 
hacks of party, luid no more money could be made on that tack, they wheel 
about for petf and popularity, abuse their own handywork, and go for banks, 
with a circulation founded on Arkansas, Illinois, Mississippi, Michigan, Penn- 
sylvania, and other state debts, and with privileges, the character of which the 
North American Trust Co., and kindred coalitions of knavery, too soon^ deve- 
loped. Marcv, page 174, boldly denounces the system that bad placed Van 
Boren at the head of the nation, Flagg would blow " the lobby *• sl^ high, 
and look forward from Phittsburgh banii^ and regency banking, with << scenes of 
log-rolling and corruption," to times to come, in which a " decent regard to 
moral and official purity" would be preserved by the party: Marcy (p. 175) 
would borrow Hoyt^ experience to enable him to throw down Van Buren^s 
step-ladder, now no longer needed : Flagg would demolish the usury laws, and 
allow the avaricious to exact cent per cent, if the necessities of their debtors 
would compel such conditions (p. 176) : Livingston would put a stop to all 
legislation in favor of '* chartered nuisances :" Young was ready to draw his 
»« drippings of unclean legislation " from the banks, and lend cash on mortgage 
at usurious rates, denounced from Genesis to Revelations, if the usury law 
could be got fid of (p. 177, &c.) : and Hoyt and Butler would squeeze from 
the merchants their last dollar, through the Custom House and Betts's Courts, 
to speculate with it, through the free bank of Beers, Stilwell & Co. in Wall 
street (p. 179). 



CHAPTER XXII 1. 

" Vice Is undone if she forgete her faiith, 
And stoops from Angels to the dregs of earth ; 
But 'tis the fall degrades her to a whore ; 
Let greatneM own her, and she's mean no more. 
Her With, her beauty, courts and crowds confess ^ 
Chaste Matrons praise her, and grave Bishops bless. 
Hear her black trumpet tlirough the land proclaim 
That ^C^ Not to be Corkupted 1 J^ is the shame. 
In soldier, churchman, patriot, man of power, 
Tis avarice all, ambition is no more." 

Joichan ElecHaneering, — Jackson in the Saddle . — Keep Congress pure.-^ Steven^ 
mm^s CreMmine GMen Bait. --WicAliffe^s Experience. — Vuane^s Thoughts. — 
JBii^ Crearge^s Slave Market. — TVho^s the Btory leiler, — Stevenson fond of 
Wheeling. —Bkdr and Bitchiej or a Peep behind the Screen. — Clay''s Fuzzle^ 
md Wright^s and Benton^s Votes. — Stevenson gets to London. — Polk and Slid* 
dM.— Ritchie's Hfpoerisg.—He swallows the Gilded Bait.— A Peep at Wal- 
ker. '^Ritchie 40 years ago, — The Washington Slave Mart. — Congress Sham* 
hies. — Willdnsj Buchanan^ Barbour, Old Garrowj Cambreleng, Ellisy McLane^ 
MvkknJbwgy ifc. 

AFTfK the election of John Quincy Adams by the House of Representatives^ 
and when Creneral Jackson had been again announced as a candidate for the 
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office of President, he resigned his seat in the senate, and left the people to infer 
what he would do if elected, by placing on record certain principles in his letter 
of resignation. The following is an extract : 

X3r " Willi a view lo susiain more eflTtTaiaUy, in practice, ihe axiom which divides ihc ihre« 
O'ejr*^*^* classics oI'[)i>\vtr Inio indeiiendoni constitutional clMfcks, I would impose a provision 
fy rciulcrins: any meml»er ot* conjj rcss iiu'lij;ible to office under the general government, during 
O* ihc term lor which he was eict-iwl, and lor iwu years ThercalVer. The edect ot' such a con- 
TfZt .siiiutional pnivisi(»n is oiivinns. By it Congress, in a considerabk' degree, wmid be fiec 
f^ ihmx the c(inni*cii(in wiili ilto i:lxeinittve Department, which at present give»« stroo^ gKHinds 
Jfy- orapprelicnsi(»n and jcaKmsy on the part oi the people. But it tliis change in the coiistiiu- 
j;yiion should mrt he otiinincd, ami imponani appointments continue to devolve on the Reprc- 
JQr *em»tlveH In Cim^rcss, ii rcijuires no depth oi thought to be conWnced that aimipcion will 
Xy* he ihe order ol the iUiy."» 

Mr. Adatns had appointed Henry Clay, a Senator, bia Secretary of State. 
The ahove was meant as a rebuke to Adams, and no doubt written with the 
view of injuring the popularity of Adams and Clay, and with reference to the 
next election. Like Pulk^s pledge to stand by the Baltimore resolutions on the 
5-lth degree and naturalization, it was perfectly fair if it had been done in sin- 
cerity and good faith. 

1 have «hown ti\at Jackson was so forgetful of principle as to attempt to 
seduce Duane to abandon his principles or resign, by olTering him the rich bait 
of the Ru^bian embassy. What course did he pursue, with Andrew Stevenson If 

* 4\iTnpl:tii)T )i<vnt.« n^ unnvailhis lipro as U \vm \wf\Wyod to tie in En^Innd tltlrty vc&n ngo. In « letter Id the 
nliftir or tht* Ky. Okrtnrr, ilairti April H, IP37. B. WickUlfe f^nnkly Rdtiilis, iliai **rsiriiv«f[«jic« Ims l««vra»«il 
in thff |Hitilic r.\|iomiitiir«i( liiilil lliiy niiKiiint in nenrly. Inrty millionii nnnually ; mkhbvrs or co.norksb ark 

ALIKE BOrOHT AXn llOl.n IN TlIK RXECCTIVK MaRKKT HOUSK, TlIK %VIII>LK RKirKiniK ANO ltKliOFlirie» or TMK 

couirrftv HAVK okkn oEVtiTsn TO THK cnmtuPTioN AND rai.i,VTtuii nr THE ELKOTiVE FRANCHUK. iu»ubiMiEiif[ 
flic- pniRt anil in i|ic> or];:ini»iii»n orcnriis ofurDcc hunicni and iWlicv iioltlcis, with means tn carry our elf^CiioiM 
by briiii*ry nad t>iii'ei*ncHir Ii \» \hv !(»iiic now, anit worn; thNn it wr» wiim WkktMre i»eaiMfd Ms «* sc«tlitn; 
fjiiKili*.'* Even in IH|8, in Nnvcn>l»cr, Cul. ihiiinv hud m admit in tliv Jlurorny tiitf pruM of FimnkHHi, tiiRt .** Uir 
I'^llw of our pnvu-ni r<irm <>rei>vcrnniciit, nbvioiiisly nrtxc fnim tliit diffcroncv oi' ciiaracierK, beiWeoti the ttjn^gmt- 
•ft'vM nmon^ thcpeoptr, nnd the rrprtMcntaUvci asaembltd togethtr ! TIh> syin|iailik-« ol' ambilkm, »«ir* interval, 
viinity. priilc, hold nil the mcniiicrst orctivctniiicnt toftnlnT: tin>y haven e«mm«n ititerest to kc«p t'aiiiiftil to one 
nnmlivr— to cheat tin- pcn]>le- to opi»n.'M i>Mnii, and Mrip tbcm of all power and privilif^f^, that can any way In- 
terft-rt* with iho grMitiration of th* ir iKiK-font*. Like thu iiionka in liicir cloUti t, eonaccraud in the naim? c*r Gnd, 
tiM'y become tlie in.«trurnent.<t of the otvil. CGllc-cted to |irott ct liberiy, tltey become in fact a c/oa ^f tjfrmnu. In 
Uie ciuc of th" Iwnk gffttrm, we niieht ulniovt my, a band of rohAera. All ffovemmenta are naturally JcokNU d' 
Uie iNiwer of the |Mnpic, nnd oufi* io nnx n wilit leoH no than tin- most dei«|KMk in EunM**^ ^ Aiiia!** 

W*' b«>ajit of uur politiual purity, at eoniitarcd to Europe. Have we cauM fur mi doing 1 It Is true wi; are not 
quite so bad in sMintt* rci*|R'cia ai* ii'e Irish Kovenmicnt. \Vc do not get our execuiivcii to lend mciiibem of con- 
pniui money witlmut innrcor, ns Pitt did, but the money Is pi nerd wlwrv able and plausible tonl« in Congreei wdl 
not find it inni-c«.¥MibIu -in treasury hunk». Ui-nry Gratttui, M. 1*., not many year* ago, publiaitcd the Life iW* hb 
C4*lchm!ed fntiior, iloiiry Graitnn ;'aitd front tlint work I aelici tiie following )KUHuige, in order tliat AnHTican^i 
may conipon; the old nnnie of tiuyiii{^ knavi':) with the new : 

"The IctteiH of Lurd BuckioEham [Ltmi Lieutenant of Ireland], ahew by what means the canw of ilir peopir 
wan d-fentcd, and what th*; Viceroy cimsidercd U> be RKNDERtHw ▲ EKaviCE to ris sovkreiom. Uurrupune 
botii Hiiuaea f>f Parlinnieni, in 'mler u* keep the ficople in idnvnr)' ; di:gr«itiag the Peen t« iwrchase the Conmioiif ; 
pnii>titMting the pen!«ion litft— '.hat culf in wlii:li he prnpoMi! tlial hi«< ntaJ<Mty flntuld hiy thu lurbnlcni pliaMtf»Bi 
of public Hpiiit in Ireland ; iliCfe wi re the Httinft occ^piition^4 of the Viceroy: tliis was what he calU ' smm^y- 
iNo iiiii TIME TO THE BEST OF Hid M AiE«rrv's sEEvir E.* Ttic Declaration of Righta propoM.<d by Mr. UraUao, he 
cnllcd an * improper measure ;* but the purchaiw of llie Huunv of Commons, and the buying it!> membefa, he c»n- 
.<ii!ircd good for the King s !(er\'ire ; and m intent on lii*i ol^eci did he seem lo be, that he dccland * no dilftculty 
fluiuhl rrmnin with htm. wlien hU londuct wan marked out, be it what it mioii r/ He luid not only Mitaiigl««l 
iMnfelf, but cmbnrrttted th*i King : having, as he snid, 'coxrRACTKn ab*olvtk KKOAOKMERTti to sei-cbe a 
MAJORITY IN thr HOI' ME OP coMRoxs ' He had ihu-t involviil his ntynl iiuwtcr in ihi<* direct bribcrv, tor it a|»- 
penrM that tlic Viceroy wnnld not have iciol in the trade of c«>rruption witliout |Kwitive orders; niid be nrcord- 
iiigly stftted that * h«> had reeeived the Kiko's direoiors to i>ppo«e the miA^ures of the patriots to the UTMoaT 
ov fits poWk'R.' The King's cammanda werc#Dt lo trnsmult Uie bills ; and lor sudi servk^w meo were u> be te 
waid' d ! ' 

f Andrkw Stkvrnhon is now an okl man — ^he is a native of Virj^inia, where he was tonga 
practis^ngf lawyer, hi» practice heinj? his wle tlcpendence. He waslon^in Con;^pet^ and 
wan elected Speaker of the Hoiiw of Representatives, in Deceinlier, 1837, over J. W. Taylor, 
of N. Y., the Adams candidate. He hail the supiwn of the Albany Regency, or Van Burcn 
men. I think he totik his wf.t in Conp^rcss six yeai> before, in December, IftJl, for his native 
s-taie. In 18*2^1, he was vehei)icnt in his oppt>sition to Jackson, and Crawford was his favorite 
— he votetl for him in tlie House, Febrnarv. IHiTv In a letter, in the National InteUi^ncci, 
Ort. U, IHCH, by Johti Sloaiie, M. ('., of Ohio, [from Richmond Enquirer,] Sloane slale^, thi.i 
at the beginning of the session oi' l&^b^^ jtut as the Hoft^ w»r about to ballot lor ISpcakei, 
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On the 22d of May, 1834, President Jackson nominated Andrew Stevenson, 
then pregiding in the H. of R.j to be Envoy Extraordinary to the court of Lon- 
don, doubtless as the reward of his subservience to the Executive. Mr. Clay 
moved an inquiry as to when Stevenson was first promised this $9,000 a year 
and $9,000 outfit, by a president who, when he wanted the people's votes, had 
a holy horror at influencing the free deliberations of the people's representatives 
by holding out expectations of wealth and power to leading congressmen who 
would be pliant and servile. The documents were produced by the President. 

S(even5on, who with Taylor and Campbell were candidates for the chair, ftdid, '* Elect me 
Speaker, and by G<xl Vn susinin the administration "—(Adams and Clay.) He was not 
elecie<t, and he turned to Jackson and against the men (hen in power. Stevenson denied that 
he had sm* said; but Quvcmor Branch, when the unit cabinet broke up, stated that Jackson 
had expressed groat contempt for Stevenson. If so, he took a sober second thought, and Ste- 
venson proved such a »irict and steady partisan that the party kept him seven years in the 
Speakers chair. He resigned on June 2d, 1831, his office and seat, under the pressure of a 
''severe and continued indisposition," which Jackson appears to have cured by the offer of a 
mission to Limdon. 

Jackson ^et a less value on Stevenson than Van Buren did. Stevenson's cunning, in- 
tris^tiiug turn, suited Van Buren. Governor Branch says: "When, sir, I separated from 
General Jackson, but a short time previous to his determination to appoint mr. Stevenson 
minisicr to the Court of St. James, he did not r^rd him as * worth the powder and ball it 
«f>iild uike to kill him.' This very expression fhave heard used or assented to by him, and 
candor compels me to admit thai 1 heartily concurred with General Jackson in his estimate of 
Mr. Stevenson's worth." 

When the dispiue arose in Congress about which set of New Jersey members were, or 
would be admiued to be, tiik sitUuf mentors, and it became apparent that the decision would 
give one party or the other the selection of a Speaker, Van Buren's editor, Blair, througli t^ie 
iilohe, gave the uninitiated a hint of the uses to which Speakers are put, in the wordb and 
sentences which follow : / 

fgr ** OrearUzaiMn, of the Haitse of RepresetiUUives, — We perceive that the public mind is 
X^ strongly awakened in regard to the preparations of ihe Federal party to get command ol* 
{^ the House of ReprescnUitives by their fraud in the election of members ami faUiUcaiion of 
f;y returns aflerwanls. If they can foisi on ilie Representative body spurious members 
f^" enough to make a majority m the opening, there is no douU they will hold ii to tiic end. 
f^ The command of the Speakership will give them the coinmitiees — among them the ' 
J3r Committee o( Elections. Their rcnort will conform to the interest of the ajipoiniing party, 
fOr and the same dishonest tiuijority which would conspire lo gut a control of ilie House by 
I^ counterfeiting members, would vote to mainuiin it. ' 

Polkjs editor, Ritchie, then of the Richmond Enquirer, was equally off his guard. In terror 
he ejcclaimetl — " Have the whi^ party become desperate 1 Arc they determined at all events 
to«i« the reins— TO CARRY A SPEAKER for the next congress— AND HE TO SHAPE 
OUT THE WHOLE STANDING COxMMlTTEES OF THE HOUSE FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF THE WHIGS !"— ^n^trcr, Nov, 6. 1838. 

*« The command of the Speakership will |^ive them the committees." and tlic report of the 
commiuees " will conform to the interest ol the appointing party." van Buren writes from 
Kinilerbook that Blair is the very best of authority— and hence it is evident that it was the 
ustage ol' Speaker Stevenson's committees, and, of course, Speaker Polk's, to make their r&- 
Ibnns to suit " the interest of the appointh^ nariy 1" Here is the reason why the administra- 
tion of justice is too oAen a reproach and a by*word, and the profligate 'expenditures and 
appn*pnations of the party always sustained, and inquiry stilled in the grand inquest of the 
nation. The majority, wno elect the President, send congressmen, who elect a Speaker who will 
app3ini committees to suit the Jackson, Polk or Van Buren of the day— and these committees 
will be deaf to the dishonesty of the worst men their leader may appoint. A Butler, Hoyt, 
Wetmnre, Stevenson, Lawrence, Edmonds, Woodbury, McNulty, or J. Van Buren, is im- 
pregnable under such a system, by which the popular part of our free constitution becomes a 
screen lor iniquity and crime. " Sir," said J. GL. Aaams, to the Speaker, during the Tezas 
debate, June l'>, 1838, " the Standing Committees are the e^-es, the ears, and iu a veiy great 
degree, the judgment of this House. They are Instituted for tliat very end. They are ap- 
pointed to meet the subjects sent to ns, to consider them, and mature them for our action?' 
Qeneral Dromgooie admiued the oorrecmess of the Globe's statement, when he owned that his 
eommittee bad^reported on many resolutions of legislatures and petitions from citi/'^ns, without 
opening or iooldng at or into one of them I 
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One of them was a letter from E. Livingston, sec. of state, to Speaker Steren- 
son, dated 15th of March, 1833, (hftebn months bbfore bis bomination ! ! !) 
in these words — ^^ >Sir : I am directed by the PreMent to inform you, CONFl- 
DENTMLL F, that as soon as advices shall be received thai the British govern' 
ment consent to open negotiations with thisj which are daily expected^ it is his t»- 
tention to offer you the place of Minister to the Court of St, Jamesy and he requests 
thaty should this appointment be agreeable to yoUy you would hold yoursfJf in 
readiness to emhaik in the course of the summer. Another letter was from T. 
Ritchie to W. B. Lewis, objecting to filling up of Van Buren's London berth 
with a congressman, without letting the senate know about it. The President 
declared that hb never knew ihat Stevenson had answered the letter of Living- 
ston. On June 24th, the senate, 23 to 22, negatived Stevenson's appointment, 
made under such suspicious circumstances. But among the Si^nators wbo ap- 
proved of Jackson's plan of offering an American Speaker a high office, ^^ con- 
iidentially," 15 months before he left the chair to accept it, and thus keeping 
the golden bail always before his eyes, although he and his fellow members 
might be CALLED to take a bold stand against executive encroachments, were 
^ Silas Wr^ht, (k^ T. H. Benton, ({tj* King of Ala. (now minister to 
France,) {^ Wilkins, 09> Polk's teacher, Grundy, Qs^ Isaac Hill, ^ Tall- 
madge, \ji^ Van Buren's Sec, Forsyth, Qi^ and John Tyler ! Among the nays 
were Clay, Calhoun, Ewing, Clayton^ Webster, and Poindexter. But the 
Senate was defeated in the long run. In May, 1835, Andrew Sieven.son might 
have been seen presiding in that mockery of a people^i convention for the nalion 
which nominated Martin Van Buren.for the next presidency — and in due time 
Jackson's pledge to his unworthy confederate was redeemed, and Stevenson 
sent ambassador to London. It was SteVenson that put Polk ^ at the head of 

• Since 1825, President Polk'^mentor and advocate, Ritchie, has so veered about from Jaclcson's 
principles to Jackson's practice as to cdnsent that congressmen and editors may be rewarded by 
the executive, as ambassadors, judges, and c*'ibiuet ministers [see Correspondence, p. 214 to 
Sl6] — he has even admitted that on a rare occasion, one of them, at least, may accept S40,000 
a year (himself, for instance), as printer to senate, house of representatives, and president. In 
accordance with this new jdefinition of a boundary or fence against corruption. President Polk 

Sve James Buchanan the vast power and patronage of tlie secretary of fetate's otfice ; and per- 
pB that, was settled, like thff presidential candidate question, o^ern^ Me ^'meof the last Baltimore 
Convention. That Buchanan knew the use of that power may be inferred from his speech in 
senate, 1838, where he sjlid tliat " When a man is once appointed to office, all the selfish pas- 
sions of his nature ajc enlisted for the purpose of retaining it The office-holders are the 
enlisted soldiers of that administration by which they arc sustained. Their comfortable exist- 
ence often depends upon the re-election of their patron." The Secrctarj'ship ot the Treasurv, 
with its ten to twpive millions ol patronage, he gave to Robert J. Walker. Tnus did he enlis 
two very conspicuous members of congress, and by so doing gave " strong grounds of apprehen- 
sion and jealousy on the part of the people," " that corruption will be the order of the day' with 
him, however regular he may have been at college prayers in North Carolina, or his man 
Butler at " stated preachings'* at Sandy Hill. 

Secretary Walker is a. native of Northumberland, Pa., in which state his father, Jonathan 
Walker, was a county judge, and 1 believe a teacher of youth. The Secretary is a la\A7er; 
began his political career in his native stetc ; and, on his emigration to Mississippi, entered into 
many speculations, partly in lands and contracts. He is said to have owned $40,000 worth of 
lands in Texas, and he certainly gave Its annexation to the U. S., as a new field for the cultiva- 
tion of slavery, all the sujiport that Polk or Johnson could have desired. In the Senate, he was 
friendlv to the principle of the last bankrupt law— perhaps, for a like reason with StilwclL the 
U. S. Marshal here— for Horatee Greeley, in the Tribune of Dec. 8ih, says he "has been deep 
enough in credit, speculation, and^ paper money— is now a bankrupt— and in 1834 wrote in 
favor of a national bank, and the restoration of the deposits" thereto. The Tribune publishes 
a letter of his, dated Natchez, Marth \, 1834, as follows : 

" Dear Sir: As I promised at 6ur parting to give you my views on any subject which migbi 
be interesting to our common constituents, I hasten to say that Mississippi will with great una- 
nimitv sustam you on the Deposit CLuestion. In fact, the public voice demands a restoration of 
the Deposits, and the creating a Bank to supply a general currency. A State Bank can no 
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the Ways and Means in 1834. It was Polk who, when John Slldell had been 
elected to Congress from La., closed his trust with the people by sending him 
out to Mexico, without asking the senate's consent. How many salaries, out* 
fits, and Mexican and Russian ambassadors has the Union paid since 1828, M. 
C's inclusive 1 

more supply and govern the general currency than a State Government can direct and control 
the aflkirs of the Nation. Go on ; your constituents are ivith you ; the con nary must be relieved 
from the frightful scenes of distress which have visited us. Yours truly, 

R. J. WALKER.* 

Walker's appointments in this State have been much influenced by his collcai^c, Marcy. 
In general, they could not well be worse than they are. Our custom-house, the headquarters of 
intrigue and corruption for the city, is under his especial supervision and care. The pious Polk 
invokes providence, omnipotence, hcafven, and all that Is good and great, ro Mide him— and 
then pitches upon a secretary of the treasury (torn the repudiating state of Mississippi— that 
secretary the prince of speculators—- and whose moneyed transactions were so situated that he 
could not pay Van Buren for his furniture, and had judgments against him advertised for sale 
in the Natchez Courier, by the Union Bank of Mississippi, for some twenty-five to fifty thousand 
dollars, which that paragon of banks sadly needed to pay the gulled and cheated people. I say 
nothing oitAelosi note of hand. 1/ the spirit of sevens-six is the spirit that now animates Ame- 
rican bosoms. I shall be justified in these strictures, even upon those who sit highest in the confi- 
dence of the freemen of America. 

In John C. Spencer's edition of De Tocqueville, I find the remark, " 1 have heard of patri- 
llrotism in the United States, and it is a virtue which may be found among the people, but 
ii^never among the leaders of the people. In all governments, whatever their nature may 
O-be, servility will cower to force, and adulation will cling to power. It would have been 
J^rimpossible for' the sycophants of Louis XIV. to flatter more dexterously" than the cour- 
tiers of America. Jeffereon, writing to Thomas M'Kean, Feb. 2, 1801, tells him that 
^^* Interferences at elections, whether of the state or federal government, by officers of the 
i::^latter, should be deemed cause of removal ; because the constitutional remedy by the elec- 
llrtive principle becomes nothing if it ma/ be smothered by the enormous patronage of the 
ISrgeD eral government." Now, if interference with the freedom of elections is bad, are not 
temptations to the electors, by the executive^ to betray those who elected them much wor<e ? ■ 

In a letter to President Mddiaon, which I find, in the Richmond EKaumBR, by T. 
Ritchie, dated June 29, 1810, the appointment of Buckner Thurston and Benjamin Howard, 
both members of Congress, the one to be a judge, and the other the governor of a territor)' (by 
ths President), is sternly reprobated, becaiLse that so long as they were " invested with the 
legislative character, it is the duty of the Pi*esidcnt to leave it around them." 

President Madison is reminded that the patriot, Macon, had mov^ the following amend- 
ment to the constitution a Ibw months previous : " No senator or representative, after having 
taken his seat, shall, during the time for which he was electecf, be eligible to any civil ap- 
pointment under the authority of the United States, nor shall anv person be eligible to any 
such appointment until the expiration of the Presidential term, cluring which such person 
shall have been a senator or representative." • 

The editor of 7^ Union, that now is— the man whose son is lessening the number of opjw- 
sition writers, by violence, and who himself abused me, at the desire of President Polk, f )r 
braving the danger of exposing state criminals high in power, through their own confessions 
— promalsated the followmg pure docd*ines in 1810 : 

" Sir, if ever the Executive oranch, in this rounny, acquires an andue a.«5cendancy over the 
legislature, it will not be, as it is now in France, tKrough the sword—but by corruption, as it 
is in Great Britain. It is true, sir, that no plnceman or pen^sioner can sit on the floor of Con- 
gress, as they do in Parliament — but places and appointments may now be scattered amon^ 
those who sit on that floor. 

** Will you mark the danger of this distribution of oflUces 1 Will not the senator or represen- 
tative, who wishes for an executive gift, always take pare to consult the executive wisnes, in 
his measures or votes 1 Instead of watching the misconduct of the President, will he not con- 
nive at it 1 Will not Cerberas sleep because he wishes for a sop 7 If the President should have 
evil designs to accomplish, here then are instruments disciplined to his hand— a fair exchange 
is stmck between them. The one barters his conscience lor t^e office— just as much, as if he 
were to barter a piece of land for a niece of gold. I know it is impossible to bribe both houses 
of Congress by such temptations. I know that dm-e are .some ot them who are too virtuous 
to catch the contagion, but it is certain that in oroportion to the extent of this corruption, will 
be the min of public morals and of public spint. Arc not offices of almost every description 
within the Executive PaUx)najge 1 During the year 17^, Mr.' Gallatin estimated the amount 
within his gift at $2,000,000. And where the mere lust of lucre could not sway the man, thert 
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CHAPTER .?XIV. 

I shall ever regard my situation in that cabinet as one of the most fortunate events of my 
life, plarinff me as it did in close and familiar relations with one who has been well described 
by Mr. JetfersoQ as possessing more of the Roman in his character than any man living, and 
whoM administration will be locked to, m/uUtre times, as a golden era in our history. To have 
served under such a chief, at such a time, and to have won his confidence and esteem is a suf- 
ficient glory. — Van Bvrens letter to Walter Bointe^ Jama Camphell, Preferred Pisk^ Wm. M. 
Price, Eliska Tibbekt, (Hdecn Lee, C. W. J^wrencc, <f»f ., Londm, Feb. 24, 1832, on kU portion 
in Jackion'sjtnt cabinet. 

Van Buren presentud by JBowne with the Freedam oJN. Y. and a good Character— 
C.C. Cambreieng. — Jackson^ s First Cabinet. — Some facts about Lewis Cass. 
— His War Exploits^ Politeness^ Notions of Slavery^ Friendship to the IndiaM, 
Vast Wealthy Indian Agencies^ Lows^ Eloquence in Senate^ and Notions abovt 
Texas, — CtUhoun^s Position, — The Seminole War» — Monroe^ s Secret Lttttn 
to Jackson. — Johnny Ray, — Intrigues by Ilamlton^ Crawford^ Forsyth and 
otherSy to injure Calhoun and benefit Van Buren. — Jackson Quarrels iri/A Cal- 
houn. — On the Publication of Political Secrets,— John Henry Eaton and WJe. 
— Jackson Q^arrels with three of his Cabinet about her. — The Russian Missios. 
— Branch on Van Buren. — Jolm Tyler and a Second Term, — Fon Buren sent 
as Envoy to London^ but Rejected by the Senate. — Opinions of Webster y Cwy, 
Frelinghnyseny Foot^ ^c, — The Colonial Trade. — Van Buren elected Vict 
President, 

Having resigned his office as governor, on the 12lh of March, 1829, Van 
Buren left Albany, accompanied by hi.s friend and confederate, B. F. Butler, on 
the forenoon of the 17th, to take upon himself the duties of Premier, Secretary 

are offices of distinction to invite and soothe his ambition. * * * In tlie making of L«iws, ii is 
for the members of Congress to have a simple eye to the interests of tlieir country. It is for 
them to decide upon the- merits of every question that comes before them, without either hope 
or fear, without compulsion or reward. From the moment that they are led astray by such 
inducements, they are .«5hom of their representative character — they cease to be the agents of 
the people, to become the tools of the Executive." 

Will it be believed that the man who could publish these truths in 1810, is now grovra so 
grey in sin that he ha.s for sixteen years upheld the violators of right, and at length accepted 
office from those who practise what is here so justly condemned ! 

Jackson, to gel popularity for him&elf and his friends, recommended Macon's measure of 
1809, to prohibit this buying and bribing of needy and gre^jdy congressmen ; but it was a 
deception, for he practised continually the bailing system, fienlon, loo, when he and Van 
Buren were seeking power and popularity in 182G, made, with the help oi Van Bui-en, a grand 
report against those abuses which have brought free institutions into disgrace all over the 
worid, but the report was never acted on, nor meant to be. It was an electioneering trap to 
catch voters. 

1 have seen a li.st of congressmen whom Van Buren and Jack.son tempted to leave the peo- 
ple and take offices of far more emolument under the executive, but I am not suje that it waM 
correct It contained seventy-five names, and among these were, for the Russian mis.Mon 
sinecure, John Randolph, James Buchanan. W. Wilkins, $9,000 a year, and ^0,000 outfit, 
for a trip to the continent. Cambreieng and Wilkins's brother-in-law,' V. P. Dallas, had also 
the $18,000 godsend to Petersburgh, but were out of Congress before being raeardcd. There 
is another Russian mimsler since, and doubtless we will soon liave one more, if not half a 
dozen. [Duane of Pennsylvania, as a bribe or inducement to take an unfair course, was offer- 
ed by Jackson, f^;^ the Russian mission, and so was Samuel D. Ingham, by way of *' a .sop to 
Pennsylvania," as he tells in his letter to the President, July 2G, 1831, in which he accuses 
Jackson with duplicity and falsehood : with secretly cherishe'd hostility to him, and with cre- 
dulity and imbecility. There is no doubt but that he was viana^cd bv Van Bui en and hl« 
UBOciates to great advantage for & themselves.] Eli Moore, S.'^H. G'holson, Arnold PJum- 
mer, Felix Grundy, Leonard Jarvis, and Gorham Parks, and C. C. Cambreieng were re- 
jected as candidates for Congress, and instantly placed in lucrative offices by Van Buren. 
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of State, or Minister of Foreign A&irs, at Washington. He stopt a short time 
a^ Kinderbook, Hudson, Poughkeepsie, &c., and soon after his arrival at New 
York, was presented by the Mayor and Aldermen with '^ the freedom of the 
city," which had been voted to him on the 23d, on motion of Jesse Hoyt's 
friend, Cebra, who is said to have had a hint from Cambreleng.* Corporations 

John Forsyth was taken out of GongresB by Jackson and Van Buren, to be Secretary of State 
— R. T. Lyttle to be Surveyor Greneral of Ohio— Jesse Miller to be first auditor fand such 
an auditor !]— H. H. Leavitt to be a district judge— J. M. Wayne to be a judge [S4,500]— 
Qeo. Loyall to be a navy agent— John Branch to be secretary of the navy — John H. Eaton 
to be secretary at war— Thomas P. Moore to be ambassador to Columbia— Louis M'Lane to 
be ambassador to London — William C. Rives to be ambassador to France — £. Livingston and 
Levi Woodbury to cabinet offices — ^Jeromus Johnson [see him in correspondence !1 to be an ap- 
praiser — J. S. Pennybacker to be a judge, and it is my impression that H. A. Muhlenberg 
was a member of Congress when sent to Austria— Philip P. Barbour when placed on the 
Supreme Court Bench — Powhattan Ellis when sent to Mexico— and Nathaniel Garrow when 
appointed marshal — but it may be that in one or two instances the executive reward was not 
conferred till the recipient had been rejected at the hustings, or had retired. 

One grand secret was soon found out by Stevenson, namely, to pay court to Van Buren and 
his conicderates. He is uncle to the wife of one of Van Buren's'sons, and one of his steadiest 
supporters. On the 9th of May, 1834, J. GL Adams moved to refuse that part of the money vote 
of the year which granted $18,009 to ambassadors in Rassia and England, as there were none, 
and these honors and emoluments held in terrorera, an attractions to members of Congress. 
The yeas were 69, and among them Wise, Selden, Slade, Vance, Gilmer, Corwin, and Lincoln. 
The nays were Vanderpoal, Gillet, Cambreleng, J. B. Sutherland, Polk, fee, 123. About a 
month aiterwards it was found that Speaker Stevenson had had the promise of the London 
mission for fifteen months ! ! ! Have I not shown that Jackson was right, when, in 1825, he de- 
clared that if congiessmen were not kept out of executive offices until two years after the term 
for which the people had elected them, " corruption would be the order of the day;" as also that 
he, his confederates, Van Buren, Polk, Ritchie, and their partisans were guilty of the practices 
they affected to condemn 1 The more I look into the past, into facts, the more I see the neces- 
sity, not only of a state, but also of a national convention. If we have not reform, we shall 
have worse : while England is really improving her defective institutions, we are allowing bad 
men to trample our more pure system into the very dust. In the language of Webster, " Our 
political institutions— our government itself, is made an engine of corruption, and undoes what 
our social institutions perlbrm. The patronage of government, offices, and emoluments, are 
considered as rewards, instead of being regaraed as necessary agencies of the people j the 
hopes and fears attendant upon this state of things ; the desire to get office and the apprehension 
of losing it, all become motives of action, and lead many to a course never dictated by feelings 
of patriotism, if such people ever feel patriotism." 

* Churchill Caldom Cambrexeno. — This gentleman's letters require no comment If he 
is not an unscrupulous, unprincipled partisan, where shall we find one 1 His motives in 
attacking the 35 million bank at Pniladelphia were to get a 35 million bank at New York, or 
a new United States Bank, through the Boston and Portland people, who were leading the 
way. On the 16Lh of October, 1832, he hinted to Hovt that the stockjobbers of Wall Street 
ought to " ibllow the Bostonians and Portland people ^^ in asking for A NEW BANK 
irom the federal government, but on the plan they propase." His notions of honor and confi- 
dence, with respect to private letters, need no remark. His stock spoculations as one of the 
Van Buren, Hoyt^ and Butler clic^ue, are well kno\ra ; and his efforts to mock the workies, 
and make them his instruments, tor no noble and worthy purpose, show that, like Van Buren, 
he has quite enough of the cunning of the fox. He wanted to be Consul at Liverpool, but 
Prank Ogden's interest was too heavy for him there. The Custom House, in Hoyt's and 
Swartwout's time, was a political machine for raining milled dollars into the palms of his 
parasites, and as Lawrence is the old confederate of Hoyt and Swartwout, Cambreleng's 
influence there now must be very considerable. That sinecure, the Russian embassy, which 
is used so cleverly for paying off *' old and active politicians," produced to him, in nis turn, 
$18,000 and the et ceteras. He was for the pets m '34, for the sub-treasury in '37— for Jesse 
Hoyt as collector, and for Coddington as postmaster. When Van Buren took his southern 
tour, in 1827, Cambreleng was his companion or piiot-fish. He was an old Crawford man, 
and treated Calhoun, in 1827, about as honorably as he did Webb, a few years later. The 
confidential letter to which Cambreleng referSjpage 234, No. 225, as one which A. S. Clayton, 
of Georgia, would publish, was written by Webb, and appears in the Courier and Enquirer 
of Sept 25, 1832, credited to the Miiledgeville uapers. Webb there says, " We have alone 
and smgl^handed fought the battle of the SduTH. In us Georgia has found a bold and 
8t<eadia9t ihend," &c. Mohawk and Hudson Railroad stock was actually puffed up to 196 by 
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worship rising luminaries, seemingly from habit— and the resolution in Van 
Buren^s case, declared him to be one of the state's '* brightest sons," whose 
pure republicanism, patriotism and public spirit caused the corporators to 
'* deeply deplore" the necessity which had called on them " to surrender" him 
to Andrew Jackson. Walter Bowne, the mayor who afterwards whined- so 
piteously for a few bags of the public treasure from that *' revered chief," said to 
the secretary elect, ^^ you have had to encounter the persecution of enemies 
and the treachery of friends — ^but your uprightness^ your wisdom, and cookaoe, 
have borne you in triumph through every conflict. The same powerful intel- 
lect, untiring industry, and devoted patriotism, constituting at once your glory 
and your strength. During the whole of your career, not a single event has 
occurred to dim for one moment, the lustre of a reputation, which has been 
continually increasing in brightness." The mayor then presented " the free- 
dom," in a golden box, and Van Buren delivered a suitable response about har- 
mony, 'Miberality, moderation, justice and firmness," remarking, rather quaintly, 
*^ WB ARE ALL EMBARKED IN THE SAME BOTTOM." After giving audiences to 
officeseekers, political schemers, holders of French -claims, bankers, brokers, 
and blacklegs ; arranging plans for the future with the party leaders ; receiving 
judicious hints from the merchants ; and very probably settling with some of 
his most interested partisans, how best to open the future campaign against the 
United States Bank, he departed for the south to begin that twelve years course 
of daring and successful intrigue which had scarcely closed when he landed at 
the battery, in the midst of storms, and tempests, leaving the fickle dame called 
Fortune with her new " favorite son," William Henry Harrison, who, like 
Nelson at Trafalgar, was soon to expire in the arms of victory. ^ 

Jack^on^s first cabinet [which soon gave place to Messrs. Livin^ton, McLane, 
Cass,* Woodbury and Barry,] consisted of Messrs. Van Buren, Eaton, I nghsm, 

holders, who then sold out, and down went the shares to 117. Wehb and Noah explain Cam- 
breleng's course in this and other stock operations. He is a candidate in Sufiblk for a seat in 
the slate convention of next June. He was anxious to secure the extension of slavery to Mis- 
souri in 1819, and to Florida and Texas in 1846; and he reported from the Ways and Means, 
in Congress, December, 1836, that " the commerce of a confederacy, internal and external, 
should be wholly free.'* Noah says of him, Oct. 24, 1834, "It is now more than 12 years 
since Cambreleng has been foif^ted upon this community, and wc challenge any man to point 
out a single measure of his recommendation, calculated to benefit the country'. Having no 
wife, no child, no domicile— no interest, notfiing to attach him to the soil here, except some 
kyj'Uhecated Mohawk stock, and being very useful to Van Buren in more ways than one, he is 
to have a perpetual seat in Congress." If I could not state one particular of V. B.'S life, the 
characters he associates with would show very clearly what he is. Like Polk, with whom he 
is very intimate, Cambreleng is a native of Jiorth Carolina— old in years, very short made, 
and very stout — no great orator, but well acquainted with business and politics. Mcssis. 
Webb and Noah, in the Courier and Enquirer of lOth September, 1832, say : 

"It is wpti known hrr* ihnt Mr. [RltehnJ TibbUn and the little gentlfman [Cambrlene] nre Xock specolaton, 
wboi« htiMi i y to ihe B :iik of th« Ignited Sated \i»purtty mercenary. Tncy are i>|ip<«ed to a n^-charter simply 
iMciuii- they wnm a rew Bnok lor the purpoae <>f •peculaUng upon new tftock. For twelve yt ara CMmbn U'lif 
ha* itvpfl ij|>oii th" dcinocrattc party * * * ♦ he was no Montr adiniitcd into the money chan^inK fl in ni 
Cri«wcll,Olc>tt& Co., thnn his ideas expanded. ♦ • ♦ • We o«lmlt ihit not an indiv>dual In the S«i»te 
but Mr Cnmbrelcng rould have sncc«edfld in miclnf the Mohawk and Hmimn R <il Rond Stock lo H'6. H" otut' 
wg-A that w« II. thniush ihe ag^'iicy of the Albany firm — Mtldont at the nick of timt: — resigned his appointnienti 
and um olTlo Wa.ohiii|!toD. His »tock is now w»rth 113. having depreciniud ai per cvnt io iesa ti<aii a yenr** 

If Cambrelenof believed that the U. S. Bank could not establi.««h a branch in any state with- 
out a gross violation of the constitution, why did be accept a lee of SI 000 from Biddle, for 
locating a branch at Buffalo 1 He wolu&A against Jackson for President, in 1825, in Congress, 
and for Van Buren as governor at the Herkimer Convention of 1828. 

♦ Lewis Cass was bom at Exeter, N. H. — ^removed with his father and family lo the state of 
Delaware, in or about the year 1795 or *6— remained several years there, and thence emigrated 
west to Marietta, Ohio, in 1799— studied law there, and began to practise in 1802. In 1806 he 
was elected to the Ohio legislature, and on the 11th of December introduced a bill to stidpcsd 
the writ of habeas corpus, on account of Burr's conspiracy. Next year he was appolnt0d 
United States Marshal, which office he heU till 1813, The 3d Ohio Vohuteers eleciad him 
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Branch and Berrien ; of whom the three last named were warm friends of Cal- 
houn. The President and Baton were, at heart, opposed to Calhoun, and in the 

their oolonel, and with that regiment he joined General Hall and marched from Dayton to 
Detroit. Hull sent him across to Sandwich, with S80 men. and Lient. Col. Miller, to see what 
the British were about, and afterwards crossed to Canada mmself, but being old and the fire of 
youth all gone, if he ever had any, he soon retreated before a verv inlerior force, and surren- 
dered Detroit. Cass was sent to Washington, where he gave Dr. Enstis, in September, an 
acooont of the campaign. My impression is, that he behaved well ; but a militia colonel with- 
out a military education had not much chance to distinguish himself. It was great cruelty to 
the counuy not to shoot Hull, as sentenced. The example was much wanted in those days, and 
it was the fkte he richly merited, by his bullying proclamations and base cowardice. Cass was 
appointed Governor of Michigan by Madison, in 1813. He held that office eighteen years, 
and, being considered more suitable for the purposes and policy of Van Buren and Jackson, 
than Berrien, Branch and Ingham, socceeded to the war department immediately after the blow 
up in the first cabinet. In 1836, Jackson sent him to represent his government at the court of 
Jjoms Philippe, where he remained till December, 1842, and has since been elected to the 
United States Senate from Michigan. In 1841, he was named as a candidate for the presi- 
dency. Ritchie was then rather liriendly to him, and published in his Enquirer many letters in 
his favour. Heiss, now Ritchie's parmer in the Union, but then of the Nashville Union, copied 
a long sketch of his TCass'sj life, *^by request," as he took care to state. Cass was, and is, a 
favorite in Ohio, with what is called the conservative, " or pet banks for ever" party — and 
having made a few flourishes while in France about the tyranny of England, and all that, 
ad captandam imlgus, he was set down bv the war folks in the west as very favorable to another 
18lh of July, 1812^ j)olicy. In the senate lie keeps up this * free and independent' character, but, 
at 65 or 66 years of age, it is to be presumed that his fighting days are all over. His opposition 
to the quinmple treaty against slavery, and affected or real indignation at England's ** aetermi* 
nation to persevere in her plans of suppressing the slave trade, until slavery it£seif was extirpated 
fh>m the world," affords the very best inoof, that like the cold and calculating^ Van Buren, he 
was quite ready to barter New Hampshire and Ohio feelings for a phalanx of southern votes, 
and to exhibit in the presidential chair the revolting spectacle of a truckling New Englander. 
pia]ring the hireling, as the attorney of a set of men wnose notions of liberty are better reaUzea 
m Texas as it is, than as it ought to be. Ritchie and his clique would have preferred Cass to 
Van Buren, but Polk was still better. The yoke over three millions of unlucky necks in North 
America was likely to be grasped the tightest by one who, with his ancestors, had always bought 
and sold our fellow creatures like cattle, and never even dreamt of the slightest amelioration of 
their hapless lot. How well Cass knew the south and the west! His tact was really admirable. 
How naturally he put on the guise of a horror-struck fireman, at the very idea of a mutual 
right to search for human cargoei of kidnapped Africans I What a blow to our liberties, shouki 
we snflfer it! Van Buren, in his inaugural, vetoed in advance every effort to enforce the eon- 
stitntion in its purity in the District of Columbia. That was part cfkis bargain. No man in 
America would more cheerfully have offered or accepted just such terms as his were, than 
Lewis Cass. 

His humanity to tho Indians was on a par with his kindly feelings for the serfs. When the 
Supreme Court of tha Union had decided that the Cherokees or Creeks were entitled to the 
inoependent and quiet passession of the lands of their fathers, which they justly claimed, Cass, 
like Van Buren and Butler, was for setting rid of them. He is a good writer, thanks to his 
Yankee education; (he was the schoolmate of Webster and Saltonstall;) and he filled the Globe 
for weeks with attacks on the humane doctrine of the Judges. Jackson s policy prevailed— the 
poor Indians were virtually banished — the nation was heavily taxed to pay for driving them' 
west, far from the graves of their fathers — ^the Georgia slave-owners were conciliated, and 
Cass had his splencud reward in the French embassy, and became as supple and oily a courtier 
to the polite Bourbon as he had proved himself before to the passionate Tcnnessean. 

General Cass is rich— very rich — and, like Van Buren, very fond of money. He made a 
fortune by monopolising, through his station, means, and superior credit, much of the lands 
close to and around Detroit, at an early day — kept a sort of land office, and sold them out m 
lots at immense profits, on bond and mortgage, cradually, as the city increa*^ When Wise, 
in Congress, had accused him of having got rich through government jobs, agencies and con- 
tracts, the Globe, Blair, in April, 1840, replied, that "General C«ass, while Governor of tlie 
territory of Michigan, bought a tract of land on the verge of the then infant city of Detroit. 
The sudden and rapid growth of the city converted this farm into city lots, which General Casa 
sold for an immense sum of money. His fortune coni^ists in the bonds akd mortgages obtained 
on the public sale of real estate which he purchased in the early settlement of Michigan.'* 
How he manages with his wallet of " bonds and mortgages" I can only guess from the fact, as 
stated in the Albanv Argus, that in December, 1843, the first ward of Detroit, in which he 
leskiea, sent three van JJurm men to the county convention there, the delegates in which 
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interest of Van Bnren. I do not at all doubt that Van Barents letter to Hoyt, 
page 216, truly describes his standing with General Jackson : *^ I have found 



stood, 29 for Van Buren, and but 22 for Casa, of which the citr sent a majority opposed to him. 
If this is so, his)x)palariiy among those who had had most dealings with him, was not very 

"W^en he left Detroit for Washington, in Jane, 1831, he became, as Secretary of War, the 
official principal in sealing the accounts of his tx^ Indian Agencies, and of immense disboise- 
ments made by him fc»> the U. S. government. He settled lus own accounts ; perhaps with the 
aid of some dependent auditor, and perhaps not With Andrew Stevenscm as Speaker, regu- 
lating the commiuees, and the gilded bait oi a London mission placed ever before kis eyes, coo- 
aressional inquiry was but an imaginary check. Yet all may have been perfectly correct. 
Who can k^ow anything to the contrary 1 As seUled witk^ Cass was assuredly no de&ulter. 
The Portland Advertiser remarks, that prior to the time of being Secretary of War. he was 
Governor of Michigan — then a territory — and superintendent of Indian affairs. Both offices 
were given by the general government, and both salarjr offices. The business of the Superin- 
tendent was with the Secretary of War. Coming from this office, therefore, to the War 
department, Governor Cass had the power to settle his own accounts with his own hands, and 
almost upon his own terms. He had been a contractor, receiver and disburser, and became 
debtor and creditor and examiner of Jus own accounts." 

John Bell, Harrison's War Secretary, winds up his annual or other report with some 
very left-handed compliments to Indian Agents relative to their honesty, but names nobody. 
He was soon ousted. 

In the matter of the U. S. Bank, Cass, in the cabinet, was assuredly no Duane. The pre- 
sident had no need to offer to compound vn\h his tender conscience by an ofier of ' the Russian 
mission.' Long after the bank was defunct, society ascertained through a letter to G. O. Whit- 
temore, that Lewis Cass " had never seen in the constimtion of the U. S. a sufficiem grant of 

Eower" to establish a national bank. Of course he thought Madison very wrong indeed, when 
e signed the national bank charter in 1816, and also Crawford, Monroe, Calhoun, Clay, Van 
Buren and the Supreme Court, in defending the act, but, being Governor of Michigan, by 
Madi&on's appointment, just then, he was far too polite and civil to say so. So he was, bat bie 
eJways thought so. So he did. In Sept. 1834, in the Telegraph, General Green described 
Cass, as " For a Bank — for internal improvements — tariff so-so— a little anti-Supreme Coort-- 
friend of the Indians, ano no friend." 

General Cass's laws, when Governor of the territory of Michigan, were, some of them^ as 
fteculiar as ' the peculiar institution' of the south. The following enactment^ if extended to jus- 
tices of the peace here, would much delight many honest men who may have been so unfortu- 
nate as to break the commandment number eight, as also their worships of the quorum, who 
would be sure of heavy fees, prompt pay, and no need to tax bills. Poor sinners, as usoal, 
would be excluded from the benefits. No pay, no pardon ! 

" An Act for Pardoning Alexander Odion. — Be it enacted by the governor and judges of the 
territory of Michigan, that Alexander Odion, now imprisoned in the county gaol of the county 
of Wayne, upon a conviction for larceny, be pardoned and released from gaol upon condition 
that he pay to the Sheriff of the said county, the costs and expenses which have accrued from 
the time oV his aporehension till his discharge. The same being adopted from tbe laws of 
one of the original states, to wit, the state of New York, as far as necessary and suitable to 
the circumstances of the territory of Michigan. Made, adopted and published at the city of 
Petroit, in the territory of Michigan, this 7ih day of August in the year of our Lord, 1817. 
(Signetl) Lewis Cass, Governor of the territory of Michigan" 

A few months before General Harrison died, one would have thought that if the official 
newspaper of the Union at Washington was entitled to credit for veracity, he must have 
been one of the greatest of monsters, one of the worst of men. When he died, Cass, at Paris, 
delivered a ver}' long oration to his memon', from which one would have judged that he must 
have been " one of the greatest and best" of men—all this, too, on personal knowledge. 

When defeated in what some suppose to have been the great object of his wishes, by the 
decision in favour of Polk, Cass wrote to E. Worrell and others, that he was delighted with 
the choice the Baltimore Convention had made of such *'firm, consistent, able, and honest'* 
citizens as Messrs. Polk and Dallas, both of whom he knew intimately, and that " they would 
never disappoint the expectations of OUR party, nor of the country." Perhaps he really was 
delighted. He had written from Paris, 16 Aug. 1841, " My conviction is, that there is nothing 
in my present position, nothi.vo in my past career, which should lead to my selection for 
such a mark of confidence. My repugnance is great, & ALMOST invincible.*' How 
sorry the friends of Peace must be ! That is, in case Polk should set the world in a blaze. 
Mr. Richard Rush wrote Aaron Hobart, of Boston, Jan. 4, 1844, that, afier an acquaintance 
of more than thirty years, he wanted General Cass to be elected, <* Because to have a 
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hiMj*^ says he^ ^^ aff^Honate^ confidentUU^ and kind to the last degree ; and am 
entirely satisfied thu there is no degree of good feeling or confidence which he does 
not entertain for we." 

The ti»t measures of consequence in which Van Buren was engaged, appear 
to have been the preparation of suitable instructions relative to commerce, tariffs, 
navigation, and boundaries, and the adjustment of claims, for the guidance of the 
U. S. envoys and other agents in England, France, Mexico, Spain, £lc. 

In the prosecution of the U. S. claims on France, he seems to have persuaded 
Jacicson to assume a tone of menace and de6ance, very unlike indeed to his 
honied accents when addressing imperial England. The aggrandizement of 
those bank-sand mercantile concerns on which he placed dependence, as forming 
material for the construction of a step-ladder by which, in time, he might be 
elevated to the Presidency, was not forgotten ; nor did he hesitate to intrigue 
for the destruction of the U. S. Bank, from the moment in which he saw Jackson 

man like him President, would be the most likely means of keeping us OUT OF WAR, under 
m3aacing questions that hang over us." Methinks friend Rush would have left this because 
out o[ his cdtalo^U3, had he heard the gallant general's trumpet tongued notes in the capitol 
this session, all ending in 54° 40' for which, however, some wicked wags affirm that he aun't 
care a rusi. Brougham said of Cass's efforts to please the cotton growing states by opposing 
the anti-slavery treaty, " And he has done all this for what 1 For the sake of furthering his 
own electioneering mti^rest in America, and helping himself to that seat the possession of 
which he envied Mr. Tyler — the seat of the first magistrate of that mighty republic. My 
lords (continu3d Brougham), I hope and trust, for the sake of America, of England, and ot 
hu nxaity ani m in kind at large, that the prosperity and happiness of that great people will be 
perpetuated for ever." 

In his protest, Cass accused England of duplicity. Webster replied : " You will perceive 
that, in the opinion of this Government, cruising against slave dealers on the coast of Airica is 
not all that is necessary to be done, in order to put an end to the traffic. There are markets for 
slaves, or the unhappy natives of Airica would not be seized, chained, and carried over the 
oc£an into slavery. These markets ought to be shut. And in the treaty, the high contracting 
parries have stipulated ' that they will unite in all becoming representations and remonstrances 
with any and all powers within whose dominions such markets are allowed to exist; 
and that they will urge the propriety and duty of closing such markets at once and for 
-ver." 
Cass's efforts in France prevented the ratification, by that nation, of a mutual concession 
f I by representing England as insincere, and desirous to enforce her old designs of im- 
i*k-^t, ssaxclun;^ for her ssauun, dec. President Tyler approved highly of Cass's conduct. 
' the Cout iL^r and Enquirer, rarely misses a defence of Cass or of Marcy. He evi- 
i mijiy ui his (irotlur i' lifars of the Whig party much worse than he does the demo- 
ass aiid MdTcy. He and they are thorough-going fhfinds of negro-slavery in its 
I forfivs, 

t Caas b the Secretary u hi> issued orders to Gaines to invade Texas. Of course he 

^these ord 'rs. ticuf it not been so, he could have resigned his place. He is by 

?qual tn ability oC Clay and Calhoun, nor does he possess the excellent heart, the 

I of Col. Jahri>^ JTi. Van Buren has less mental power than either Clay, Calhoun 

potwiLhstaodiiig a li i'' af intrigue and demagogueism, chance did the most for him. 

"erred Ca&s Lu Calh> >a[i, and Calhoun preferred Polk to Cass. The new divisions 

' k and south, f^iave owner and freeman. Southern policy is to give to us north- 

l to en-siue ouv bondage to the spread of their system by dividing us, and 

ainin* with ihc Marcys, Walkers, and other cunning men who have popu- 

^ity. Caliuvuii was hot for Texas, but, as to Oregon, he urged us to be 

ot cfiUlT trotii kircL Had I voted in Nov. 1844, Polk would liave had my 

! stoji plL-dgeti u.} act with perfect equality to the foreign bom and the native, 

Tent, with our jiative bigots, the foreigner's avowed enemies, in his front 

Lbe a slave clas,^, and a master class, I shall not willingly forge my own 

?d Polkp however, which I did not, I would have been, as others are, his 

iBtiiiiait? with Gov. Cass, tell me, that his manners are pleasing; that 

^^eiiolar ; en amiable man ; a good husband and father. He is a large 

" \ig head ; and carries his political principles, like a country doctors 

oQvenieiit portable form. He played his card well in the* game of 

—and, alter Van Buren's election, there's no knowing what may 

^9ss jSj by trade, a politician, and has mind and great experience. 
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in possession of substantial power. The President was speedily involved in a 
quarrel with the directors of the U. S. branch at Portsmouth, N. U., and the 
breach when made was easily widened. 

The influeace of the cabinet ; its patronage ; the means its members had of 
giving a direction to public opinion on certain important subjects ; their views, 
connections, expectations, wishes ; the majority of them desirous to see Calhoun 
the next President ; Calhoun himself already at the head of the Senate as Vioe 
President ; with the Telegraph press and patronage of Congress in the hands of 
its indefatigable editor, General Duff Green, at his back ; presented a state of 
things which neither Jackson nor Van Buren liked, so they resolved upon a dis* 
solution of the cabinet, as the only plausible means of getting rid of Branch, 
Ingham, and Berrien. One pretext for a quarrel was found, in the fact that 
President Monroe, and his Secretary of War, Calhoun, had not been altogether 
satisfied with JacRson's mode of conducting the Seminole war,* — and this was 

* What are the facts on the Seminole queitionI They are these. Jackson was 
employed by Monroe, and his cabinet, which then consisted of Crawford. Adams, Calboon, 
Wut, and Crowninshield, to chastise certain Indian tribes or bands, whose hgme was in 
Florida, a possession of Spain. He disobeyed, or rather transcended his orders, and on the 
19th of July, 1818, President Monroe wrote nim privately, that when called into service 
against the Seminoles. " the views and intentions ot the government were fully disclosed in 
respect to the operations in Florida. IN TRANSCENDING THE LIMIT PR£SCR1BE!D 
BY THOSE ORDERS, you acted on vour own responsibUity." Mr. Monroe said, it was 
right to attack the Se.minoles in Floriaa, for they had a sort of sovereignty there, " but an 
order by the government lo attack a Spanish post would assume another character. IT 
WOULD AUTHORIZE WAR CONGRESS ALONE POSSESS THAT POWER." 
Jackson had s^izsd and held the posts or forts of Spain in time of peace. Hill had denounced 
him, so had Ritchie, and Noah. Coleman of the Post, Feb. 8, 1819, said, that " in spite o[ 
the votes which one branch of the legislature have passed, we shall continue to think that the 
conduct of General Jackson, in forcibly entering the Spanish territory, and seizing upon the 
civil authority ; in decoy ins:, by means of false colors, two Indian chiefs on board of an 
Ain3rican vessel, and then nanging them at the vardarm, one of whom, too, had spared the 
lii'e of an American captive, at the intercession of his daughters; and in hurrying to a violent 
and ignominious death, two prisoners, after qnarter had been granted, can never be justified 
by any authority to be found in any civil or religious code." In the British cabinet it was 
seriously debated whether satisfaction or war ought not to be the alternative demanded for the 
hanging of Capt. Arbuthnot, who advised the English authorities that Jackson's war miasion 
was occasionea by persons who were grasping aller the lands of the Indians, and the southeia 

Slanters desiring 'to seize and punish their black bondsmen for seeking that freedom in a 
panish colony which the land of libei^ denied. Crawford, in one of his letters, mentioned 
that, about this time Jackson wrote to Monroe and ** gave it as his opinion that the Floridas 
ougkt to be taken by the United States." He (Jackson) added, " it might be a delicate matter 
for ths Executive to decide ; but the President [Monroe] had only to give a hint to some 
conjitienliaX member of Congress, say Johnny Ray, and he would take it, and take the responsi- 
bility upon himself." Was Senator Houston, Jackson's Johnny Ray, in the Texas a!nair1 
Was Senator Yulee, Polk's Johnny Ray. when he introduced a resolution recently to annex 
Cuba, after the highest officials in Illinois had met and advised that measure ? Who are to 
be the Oregon and Califbmia Rays ? That President is not very particular in the matter of 
sincerity who pledges himself to all Oregon before an election, offers to give up 15,000 square 
miles alter it, declares to the American people that our title is clear and unquestionable to di^ 
40Vand then offers a compromise for latitude 49*^. 

To return to Monroe's letter to Jackson. He told him that his seizing the fortresses 
of Spain, might involve the Union in a war with that power, when British privateers would 
harass American commerce, and this country not have one European power on its side — and 
that such a state of things ought not to be lightly hazarded. He advised Jackson to amend his 
reasons— and in another private letter, dated Oct. 20, added, " I was sorry lo find that you 
understood your instructions relative to operations in Florida DIFFERENTLY FROM 
WHAT WE INTENDED." Here he speaks for himself and his cabinet, especially for 
Calhoun, who was then at the head of the department of war, and had issued these instruc- 
tions. Mr. Monroe bids the general write out his views, adding, " This «eill be answered, so 
as to explain ours, in a eiriencflv manner, by Mr. Calhoun, WHO HAS VERY JUST AWD 
LIBERAL SENTIMENTS ON THE SUBJECT. This wiU be necessary in the case of a 
call for papers by Congress, or may be. Thus we ihall all stand on the ground of hoaor, 
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farniahed by the coofedenttes of Van Buren, and urged through HamiltoD and 
Forsyth upoo Jacksoa at the fitting moment, who feigned a feeling of indignation, 
evidently put on, and acted, to rousie Calhoun and bring on an angry dispute. I 
say feigned a feeling, for after Jackson had quarrelled with Calhoun on this 
matter, he remained upon the most cordial and kindly terms with many other 
leading politicians, who, as he well knew, had in 1818 and 181l^, been among 

EACH DOING JUSTICE TO THE OTHER, which is the ground on which we wish 
to place each other." 

Adams's vindication of Jackson is on record — Monroe^s manly conduct towards him in his 
public capacity, was only equalled by his kind and friendly consideration in private. Here 
we see that he frankly told Jackson, that Calhoun's sentiments in the whole matter were very 
just and very liberal, and that his (Jackson's) conduct was not approved, but that reasons were 
sought for Its justification that the evils of an unnecessary war might be' avoided. How 
couid Jackson, when in possession of these secret letters for ten years, pretend, after his elec- 
tion had Ijeen secured through the gigantic efforts of Vice President Calhoun and his friends, 
that he had always understood that Calhoun, as war secretary, had approved of the hangings 
and fortress seizures in a friendly country without war ! Jackson was enraged at Calhuun 
and Crawford in 1818, for not thinking as he did, but Calhoun gave him a party, and the 
quarrel was revived at the convenient interval of ten years, to serve Van Buren. As a proof 
that Messrs. Momoe and Calhoun continued to confide in Jackson, and that their ulterior 
views were believed to be his, they offered him, in 1823, the mission to Mexico, which he 
would have accepted, had not Burr and others more influential, induced him to set his cap for 
the Presidency of the Union. 

Crawford, when he reported, as he had a perfect right to do. at a proper interval of time, 
the secret conversations m Monroe's cabinet, ought to have tola the truth. Does not his own 
statement show that he did not do so ? and Knowing that, how could Jackson or Van Buren 
pretend to depend more on his vindictive yet treacherous memory than on the confidential 
assurances of James Monroe 1 

In 1828, we find John Forsyth, Van Buren's confederate, writing Major James A. Hamilton 
as follows; " MiUedgeville, Feb. 8th. Dear Sir: Our iriend W. H. Crawford was in this 
" place a few hours yesterday. By his authority I state, in reply to your inquir}% that, at a 
*' meeting of Mr. Monroe's cabinet to discuss the course to be pursuea towards Spain, in con- 
" sequence of General Jackson's proceedings in Florida, during the Seminole war, MR. 
"CALHOUN SUBMITTED TO AND URGED UPON THE PRESIDENT THE 
"PROPRIETY AND NECESSITY OF ARRESTING AND TRYING GENERAL 
"JACKSON. MR. MONROE WAS VERY MUCH ANNOYED BY n\" 

Hamilton had previously asked Calhoun the same question. In his letter to him of Feb. 
25, 1828, he says — " In reply to my inquiry, ' Whether at any meeting of Mr. Monroe's cabi- 
net the propriety of ARRESTING GENERAL JACKSON for anything done by him 
during the Seminole war, had been at any time discussed,' you answered, * SUCH A 
MEASURE WAS NOT THOUGHT OF— much less discussed. T^e aniijpoiTU before the 
cabinet was tke answer to be given to Vie Spanish government,* " 

Hamilton was the depenoant of Van Buren--he was fond of money— had been an anti-war 
federalist, and required van Buren's aid, as Van Buren did his. At the proper moment, the 
information which he had secretly obtained from Crawford's friend, Forsyth, about "THE 
ARREST, was communicated to Jackson. The election was now sure — Branch, Ingham and 
Berrien were true to their principles and their friends — Duff Green stood by Calhoun, who 
had no means of rewardinj^ him, though by so doing he knew that Jackson's and Van Buren*s 
indignation and the loss of office and its vast emoluments, would be the certain results. The 
apples of discord had now to be scattered — and Jackson, proibssing astonishment about the 
ARREST^ and not contented with Calhoun's explicit disclaimer to Hamilton, applied to 
Crawford, the political enemy of Calhoun, and who had voted in the cabinet to punish him by 
a disavowal of his Seminole proceedings ! 

Finding that matters were taking this new turn, Crawford wrote Forsyth from Woodlawn, 
30 April, 1830, '^I recollect distinctly what passed in the cabinet meeting referred to in your 

" letter to Mr. . Mr. Calhoun's proplosition in the cabinet was that General JacKson 

" should be PUNISHED IN SOME FORM, OR REPRIMANDED IN SOME FORM. I 
"AM NOT POSITIVELY CERTAIN WHICH. AS MR. CALHOUN DID NOT 
" PROPOSE TO ARREST GENERAL JACKSON, I feel confident that I could not have 
" made use of that word in my relation to you," dtc. Here's a disclaimer for you ! He had told 
Forsyth secretly that Calhoun did propose to arrest Jackson. Now he tells him he did not say 
that. In one sentence of the above quoted letter, he says he recollects distinctly what passe^ 
but in the next he says he does not recollect distinctly whether Calhoun spoke of xeprimajid 
or of poniahment I 
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the most hostile to him in the matter of that same Florida campaign. Jackson 
was perfectly aware that Van Buren, with the presses under his control, and 
also some of bis friends in the U. S. Senate, had really been his deadliest enemies 
in 1816, and long after it — yei, now that it suited his purpose, he could profeas 
to forget ail this, while Calhoun, who had acted most honorably toward him, 
was made to feel the effect of what assuredly was a rooted hatred. 



and 1 

BJandfer and vilify me — ^he set on Niniui £ldwai^ to break doxv-n my character, &c. He goes 
on to say, that he was for Jackson as president if it wouldn't help Calhomi, and that Calhoun's 
family had called Jackson a " military chieftain," with more of such gossip and twaddle ; 
adding what had probably the greatest weight of any, " I know personally that Mr. Calhoun 
favored Mr. Adams's pretensions till Mr. Clay declared for him.'^ In his letter to Balch, 14th 
Dec. 1827, Crawford also says, " My opinions upon the next presidential election are gene- 
rally known. When Mr. van Buren -and Mr. Cambreleng made me a visit last April, I 
authorized them upon every mx)per occasion to make those opinions known." On turning to 
page 200, letter 144, it will be seen that " my friend Col. Hayne" is the word with Van 
JBuren. In 1832, we meet with the Colonel's vote to recall him from London. When the Van 
Buren party nominated Jackson, in this state, in 182B, they omitted to name Calhoun for vice 
president — meantime the plot was ripening, and a very deep plot it was. How like to the 
persecution of Clinton in 1819 and 1820, by Van Buren, Butler and the " high minded ;" a 
persecution, the principle involved in which, even Hammond could not see; for Clinton's 
measures, like those of Jackson's insulted secretaries, had given entire satisfaction. 

Calhoun's letter to Jacloson, dated May 29, 1830, is a specimen of his manly straight-for- 
wardness, and consistency, which one would wish to, see rewarded, even on earth. He goes 
inUy into the merits of the Seminole case — is master of both facts and ailments— and alter 
having stated that he approved, that they all approved, of Monroe's private letter of July 19, 
1818, 1 cannot perceive now, at an interval of twelve years, Jackson should have singled out 
him— the man to whom, when aspersed and slandered from Maine to Missouri, he owed so 
much — as an enemy — unless it was, that he TCalhoun) stood in the way of measures, public 
or personal, which Jackson and Van Buren had at heart ; and must be injured, if that were 
possible. Calhoun's idea appears from his letters. He says to Jackson, '* I should be blind not 
to see that this whole affair is a political manoeuvre, in which the design is that you should 
be the instrument and mvself the victim, but in which the real actors are carefully concealed 
bv an artful movement.'^ In the hands of Clinton, Duane, Calhoun, and men of their honor- 
able dispositions, Jackson's administration might have become a blessing to society, and Van 
Buren been compelled to suspend his intrigues. Soon after the dissolution, at a public dinner 
in Pendleton. S. C, one of the toasts was " Martin Van Buren. ' Ah ! that deceit should steal 
such gentle shapes, and with a virtuous visor, hide deep vices.' " 

Calhoun never could find out the name of Jackson's first informer^-he who referred to 
Hamilton, who in his turn referred to Crawford. He was justified in holding Forsyth up in 
that detestable character, and did so— but Van Buren remembered the ser\nce dune him, and in 
course of time Forsyth became his Secretary of State. This was his reward. 

Because I gave to the public the secret correspondence of Van Buren and his confederates, 
instead of turning it into money, as some poor men like me would have been tempted to do, 
Van Buren's friends have slandered and persecuted me. In a letter from his favorite candi- 
date, W. H. Crawibrd, dated Woodlawn, 2d Oct., 1830, and addressed to J. C. Calhoun, I find 
the following paragraph on political secrets : 

"T shall first notice your observations upon the disclosure of the secrets of the cabinet, which you say is the 
first which has occurred, at least in this country. Do you really beliere this assertion, Mr. Calhoun ? How did 
the written opinions of Messrs. Jeffervon and Hamilton, on the first bank bill, ever see the light 1 How were the 
facts and circumstances which preceded snd accompanied the removal or £dmond Randolpn from Uie State De- 
panmenl by General Washington, disclosed and mode Itnnwii to the public 1 If yi»ur assf^rtlon be true, thoae 
facts and circumstances would, at this moment, bo bnried in Egyptian darkness. VVhiln a cabinet U in existeice 
and its usefulness liable lo bfi impaired, reason and common sense poiirt out the propriety of keeping its }iroceed' 
iniEs recret. But after the cabinet no longer ezista, when its uief'ulness cannot be impaired by a disclosure of its 
procepdinfB. neither reason, common sense, nor pntriotism, requires that those proceedings should be shrouded in 
ittipenetrsble darkness. The acts of such a cabinet become history, and the natton has the same right to a know- 
ledge of them, that It has to any other historical fket. It is presumed that all nations have entenained ihki opi- 
nh>n and have acted ufion It Hence the secret history of cfU)inets, the most despotic in Europe. Hence the hvtoiy 
of the house of Stuart by Charles James Fox, which diiicloses the most >ecret intercourse between Charles 
II., and ilic French Minister, by which it was proved that C harlcs was a pensioner of Louis XIV., King of 
France, and had secretly engaged to reesUblnh Popeiy in England. Yet in the face of all these (kets, you 8aie 
Jffwunie U)jon the ignt>rance of the distinguished person you were addiessing, so far as to insUuute that saoh 
dlaelosorca had never been made in soy couniiy, but certainly not In this RpubUc." 
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The Seminole question was but the nomiDal one, on which they difiered — m 
means taken to efiect a much desired end. 

Another cause of strife was Mrs. Eaton. She had been the widow of Purser 
Timberlake, of the Constitution ; and was married to Mr. J. H. Eaton^ Jack- 
son's biographer and war secretary, in 1829. While Mrs. Timberlake, the 
ladies of character, in Washington, had refused to associate with her for several 
years, alleging that her conduct and reputation were too bad. General Robert 
Desha had warned Eaton of all this before their marriage — and, as Eaton was a 
&vorite of Jackson's, and the &milies of Messrs. Calhoun, Branch, Berrien and 
Ingham neither visited his wife nor invited her to their parties, while Van Bu- 
ren, being a widower, with no daughters, was unremitting in his attentions to 
her, an effort was made to coerce Messrs. Branch, Ingham and Berrien into 
a different course, coupled with a threat of removal from office, in case Mrs. £. 
was not, by their families, placed on a more friendly footing.* In all this, the 

* What influence did Mr. and Mrs. Eaton exercise over Jackson 1 I place much con- 
fidence in the statements o[ Messrs. Braneh, Berrien, and Ingham, because they were democrats 
of high character, the choice of Jackson, in accordance with public sentiment, and because they 
chose, like Duane, to retire from the offices they held, and refuse other offices offered them as 
bribes, rather than become the base instruments of van Buren, and through his influence to 
enjoy a monopoly, as it were, of the power and patronage of this great republic. I place con- 
fidence in them because, like Calhoun, they would descend to nothing mean— because they 
«)umed Jackson's offer, for such it was, on condition that their families would associate with 
Mrs. Eaton, the wife of Jackson's personal friend and war minister, a woman whom the citi- 
zens' wives would neither receive nor visit, on account of her mode of life as they had witnessed 
it ; and I confide in them, because they were acknowledged to have been good and &ithftil 
stewards to the public, by Jackson, while not a whisper did even the breath of slander utter to 
their prejudice. I wish vk could say as much of their well knovm succe^ors, Kendall, Taney, 
Wooabury, Van Buren and Butler. 

John Henry Eaton married the Widow Timberlake in January, 1829. I suppose he had 
been a long time a widower. Either Gteneral Macomb or John Van Buren introduced me 
that year, in the department *of state, to Mr. Eaton's sons, one at least of whom must have been 
19 or 20 vears old. William B. Lewis, of Tennessee, whom Polk dismissed from office a few 
months smce, another personal friend of Jackson's, was Eaton's brother-in-law, and appears to 
have approved of this second marriage. When the cabinet broke up, Eaton wrote a letter to 
Blair, sUting that soon after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun called and left their card, 
and that he and Mrs. Eaton returned the visit, and were, by Mrs. C, received with much po- 
liteness. To this, a reply was made by Calhoun, that his wife had nevef- called on Mrs. E. at 
any time, never lefl her card, nor authorized another to do so for her— that Mrs. C. conceived 
it to be the duty of Mrs. E., if innocent, to open her intercourse with the ladies who resided in 
the place— that " it was not, in fact, a question of the exclusion of one already admitted into 
society, bat the admission of one already excluded. Before the marriage, while she was Mrs. 
Timberlake, she had not been admitted into the society of Washington ; and the real question 
was, whether her marriage with Major Eaton should open the door already closed on her ; or, 
in other words, whether official rank and patronage should, or should not, prove paramount to 
that censorship, which the sex exercises over itself; and on which, all must acknowledge, the 
purity and dignitv of the female character mainly draend." 

I liave recently perused with as much attention as Icould give to them, the correspondence and 
other newspaper statements concerning Jackson, his secretaries, and Mrs. Eaton and Van Bu- 
ren. They aieAillofgall and bitterness. The Secretary ofWar (Eaton) publicly addresaeshislate 
colleagues, the great exemplare of the new world, thus : " These two men, Ingham and Berrien, 
will stand together in after time, and with honorable men, monuments of duplici^, fngratitudc 
and baseness— traitors to their friends, and destroyers of themselves— a memorable illustration 
of the melancholy truth, that a man may smile and smile, and be a villain !" Betwixt his 
angry wife and artful monitor, Van Buren, poor Eaton must have been in a bad way. To re- 
peat the charges of deceit, falsehood, hvpocrisy, and other vices — the threats of assassination, 
vengeanee, chastisement, &c.— the ehaUenges to fight duels or bear the brand of cowaittice, 
would be tedious— but a few extracts from the narrative of Governor Branch of North Carolina, 
who had been Jackson's Secretary of the Navy, may help us to a right estimate of Van Bu- 
ren's agency in the affiur. 

" Mr. ViLii Buren, it must be borne in mind, tsays Gov. Branch.] was n wid(m*er without danghten ; sad he 
ndmttly availed himself of all his privileges as snch. tils attentions to Mrs. Eaton were of the most mirlMd 
cbaracier. Polite and assidiious on all oceasiofis, he was particnlarly so in the presence of Oea- iackion or 
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point aimed at, both by Van Buren and Jackfloo, waa to ^t rid of Calhoun's 
friends, and to fill their places M^ith more pliable politkiaos. On the 7th of 
April, 1^31, Eaton resigned the War Department. Van Buren gave up the 
Department ol Slate on the 11 ih, and JackiiOtt wrote him after thin manner :-— 
^' To say that 1 deeply regret to lose you is but feebly to express my feelings." 
Ingbain was sent for next<— the two resignations shown him by the President, 
and a wish expressed that he would ^o out. The Russian Mission was ofl^r- 
ed as usual, which he indignantly rekuaed, but resigned forthwith, gi?ing| as his 

IfliO. Bfttna. His InSnetiM, In every irariety of tgnn« both oOelel ud nBoOelel, wee eierted to iwilBe It eppa- 

real ui tho«e ccntlciiien that he eoiered deeply Into th«lr feelingt ; not, la fact, that be cured anytbinf abtmt 
Uwni ; hot he furosaw the power to be acqalred by punuioc nQch a coarse, aad hiui ao scraplee to reeiiaU bin. 
At length, tien. Jscfcsoa, after the meeting of' Connese io December, 18:9. finding the Indies of Wnablagton to 
lie ittipnicticfible, deieniilned ihnt the families of his Cabinet sbottid sabmit to terms or be dismissed. • • » 
Congress was la ses»lon ; the ladles of the members from l^naaseea. evea, held ao iatereoorse wttb Mrk Ba' 
ton ; nur, in (act, the President's ciwn rsnilly. The fHends of the administmtion became niarmed. lest the ex- 
ercUe of such dejipoiic power shoald overwhelm them all, aad warded off the Impending blow. The sltQattoa 
of Mrs. GHiun. however, engrosaed the Presidenrs whole eoal. aad be coatlaued to be mach occopled la col 
lecting eertlficMtes. principally from ofiee eeeben, to eustaia her. This book of eartlOeates, t<ir a f«dlo did it 
eoun becuiiie, was thai on which office seeker* first quaUfled lor ofiice. la the meantime. Bfr. Van' Buren, who 
hnd nrU'alty contributed to inflame the President's mind, dottliiless, la part, tndnclng him to believe that Mrs. 
Calhouii's refasal to return Mrs. Eaton's card in February, IBM, had Infiueaced the fiunilles of the Cabiaet lo 
pur.^u^ the course they had adopted towards her, flodlag him wrought up to the nad fhry of a ^roariag lk«.* 
to uitt Col. Johnson's description, thtmgbt it a good time to uacage and turn him loose on his most fiarmdable 
rival, Mr. Calhouo, who was then Vice Presidenu und participated with him in the roaown which he (Van 
Buren) niiached to service under such a chief. The manner in which the unfHendly correspondenee eian- 
oicucetl between tien. Jackson and Mr. Cnlhoun, taken In eoniiectton with the time, is sufllcient to coavloee 
any intelligent mind thnt it was iastigated by Van Burea. 1 ezened every nerve to defbat his purpose. Often 
have i entreated tieneral Jackson lu avoid a rupture with Mr. Calhoua. as ao good could result from aach a 
quarrel. Bis allpgatioB against Mr. Calhoun was a mere pretext ; you see him now in sweet eommonioa wtth 
those who. In 1819. were his most bitier assailnots. By this time, 1 well understood the character of Mr. Van 
Buren. With hini, I found that the end Justified the means ; and, as the destruction of Mr. Calhoaa waa the 
object oearost bU heart, he was very willing the old Chief; for whom he profeseed so aioeh love aad venemtloa, 
should Hccomplish ibis work for him at any and every hasard to himself. 1 believed thea that Mr. Van Bniea 
placed too low an estimate on the virtue, pauriotism and intelligence of the American people, and that his reli- 
ance on Genrral Jackson to accomplish his purposes would prove delusive. * * * His skirts have ptnved 
Btnmg enough to bear Mr. Van Buren into the Vice Prestdeocy, and receat tndleations have ladnced me to 
fear that the country is sufBcieiitly corrupt to eaable him, thivngh the patronage of the Guverament, to leaeh 
the great object uf his ambition. It does surpass all belief that the cool, dlspasstoikaie and unprincipled wire- 
worker in this plot a»hould, by such means, render himself acceptable lo a Dree, generoiu, patriotic, and enlighi' 
ened iieoole.** 

One thing must be said here, in favor of Jackson, bat it tells so much the worse for Van 
Baren. His party had basely slandered Mrs. Jackson during the canvass of 1894 ; JadcBon 
was tenderly attached to her ; she had gone to her grave, just beiore he lelt Tennessee to assume 
the duties of President ; and there were those who wounded his feelines by telling him that the 
conduct pursued towards his Tennessee friend's wife, was one way of msulting himself. Jack- 
son had not forgotten the Benton pamphlets. On the 9th of May, 1831, Jesse Speight, M C. 
who aiierwards adhered to Van Buren, thus addressed Qovemor Branch : ' 

''^Tamtokboko. May 0, 1031. 
** Mt dbak ratanD >— Yours of the 4th last, has this mnment cobm to head. I am aot mistHkea in the opiaicm 
I had liirtued as to the cause of the blow out at Washington (as we call it here.) It is impossible for me b> ex- 
press the deep and heartfelt mortification I have and continue to (bel for the honor of my country. I too, sir. 
am disappointed, tievw did I believe that the hlgh'minded chivalrous tndependeaee of Andraw Jackson coald 
be made to bow at the shrine of selfish ambltloo. Ah ! aad so as lo forsake old loag tried friends at the polls, 
and moved by the deceitful wrtifices of such luen as Martin Van Buren, and seduced by the instigation of Mrs. 
Eatoa 8o fkr as I have uudentood, the feelings of your friends are with you. • * * Ood bless you. 

*' J. SPEIGHT.'* 

Col. James Watson Webb was, as the reader will perceive by reference to his letter and caxd, 
pages 231 and 232, so friendly to Van Buren, that he was ready to fight any niuAber of duels to 
his honor and glory. Having since, like me, cooled down a little, he tells nis readers, thixMgh 
the Courier & Enquirer of July % 1837, that Van Buren became Jackson's favorite •* by his 
base sycophancy and unscrupulous truckling to the mandates of his nuster"— that, to worm him- 
f$elf into Jackson's favor, he gave a grand entertainment, to which all the families of distinction 
were invited— that " at the appointed time, the doors of the supper^room were thrown open, the 
music struck up, and Martin Van Buren led to the head of his table, and seated upon lus right 
hand, the lady whom General Jackson had commanded to be received," but whom the rest of 
the cabinet objected to countenance. 

As early as Nov. 24, 1828. the National Advocate, N. Y., notkxs the singular fact, that « im- 
mediately alter the combined powers have efiected the security of Jackson^ election, the forees 
of Van Buren and Calhoun should assume a hostile attitude towards each other." Van Buren 
and his followers, well knowing Jackson's pledge not to be re-elected, were the first to nominate 
him fyc a second term— they saw he widiea it and that it would throw hhn more and more 
into Tan Buren's power. liow few Kings, Popes, and Presidents we find who willingly lay 
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reason, Jackson^s wishes that he should do so. Jackson replied to his note, bore 
testimony to his ^^ integrity and zeal," and declared that he had been ^* fully aa^ 
tisfied" with his conduct. This was not the truth. If the officer was true and 
faithful, did he merit, as a reward, to be turned rudely out of place, or what 
ivas thereto equivalent ? If he had said to the three cabinet ministers, whom 
he asked to go away, *' You are li&ithful, capable and zealous in the public ser- 
vice, but you are also fond of Calhoun, whom Van Buren has made me believe 
not to be my friend ; this is your offence, and it is unpardonable ;" he would 
have told more of the truth in that matter. How could he deeply regret to 
part with Van Buren as an officer, when he had already resolved to send him 
to London, and give McLane Ingham's place 1 Congress broke up on the 3d 
of March, and by the 7th of next month, the actors in the cabinet plot had their 
parts perfectly prepared. 

That same year, Louis McLane took charge of the Treasury, and Van Buren 
left for England as the new envoy. His letter to Hoyt, page 229, shows that 
he liked the British capital, all but the expense of living in it. His nomina- 
tion as minister was sent to the Senate in December ; and, on the 25th of Jan- 
uary, 1832, by a vote of 23 against 23, and the casting voice of *Calhoan, 

down power ! I think John Tyler was honest and meant to do right, and I am glad he did not 
give us a national bank, for I think we may do better— bnt he ou^ to have declined a reflec- 
tion, and positively declared that he would not be a candidate. Why did he advocate the one 
term principle, and afterwards, like Jackson, decline to lay down the cap till he had drank to 
the very dregs 1 I am not sore that his condact in asking his cabmet officers, whether he 
ought to be a candidate for a second term, was the surest evidence of a cn^eat soul or a lofty 
spirit. He must have known, when he asked his cabinet, What shall I do 1 that the answer 
would be, Hold the reins as long as possible. One good to him resulted from the course he 
took. He learnt what a hollow, deceitful nibe, courtiers are. There are, in reali^, but two 
parties in thb republic ; and it would have been glorioas, indeed, if the people had shaken off 
the harness of demagogues, and constituted a party for the country and ibr liberty. I oiiee 
thought that it was Mr. Tyler's ambition to rise upon the ruins of prostrate selfishness. Per- 
haps I was mistaken. When he left Washington, his successor seemed wanting in Tesped to 
the office he had held. No mauer. It taught him a lesson. I honor him for signing the cheap 
postage bill, malgr6 all southern opposition. 

« Why was Yin Bob£n rsjecteo by the Senate 1 When the Van Buren party at Albany 
heard of his rejection as minister to I/^ndon, where, as Dr Holland tells us, on the best 
authority, " he arrived in September, 1831, and was received, with distinguished favor, by 
the Court of St. James," the legislators iriendly to him met at Albany, in the Assembly Cham- 
ber, where Senator Kemble, whose subsequent adventures will be found in my Lives of Hoyt 
and Butler, came forward with a series of resolutions for a national convention at Baltimore, 
a state convention at Albany, &«c., and the meeting also appointed Levi Beardsley, John W. 
Edmonds, N. P. Talmadge, 0. L. Livingston, W . H. Angel, and others, a committee to 
address General Jackson ; who, in his reply, took occasion to say to them that Van Buren, on 
the question of trade, respecting which he had been blamed, had acted under his directions, 
and that his conduct had his approbation — that he held him in high esteem as a man of 
ability and integrity — that, as far as he (Jackson^ knew, he had taken no part in the difficul- 
ties between him (Jackson) and Calhoun, nor advised the dis^solution of bis first cabinet, but 
been the firiend of harmony — and that, when asked to go to London, he " yielded a reluctant 
consent.'' 

In Senate, Mr. Webster thought Van Barents instructions to McLane, of 29th of Julv, 1829. 
derogatory to the national character, and showed a dis[>osition in the xsTitcr to persuade Lord 
Aberdeen that the English government had an interest in maintaining in the U. S. the ascend- 
ency of the party to which he (V. B.) belonged ; thus establishing abroad a distinction between 
his country and his party. Mr. Frelinghupen took a similar view. Van Buren's instruc- 
tions commissioned McLane to apprise the British Court of who triumphed last election, and 
who were defeated — to put his party in the right and his country in the wrong— to seek as a 
&vor, as a privilege to the party now dominant, what had been refused as a right in Mr 
Adanos' time — and to separate the administration of the countr}' from the couatry, for, said 
he, Mr. Van Buren argues that " to set up the acts of the late administration, as the cause 
of the roRparrcBis op privilgoss which would otherwise be extended to the people of the U. S.. 
vouki be unjust," because we, the new men in office, took sides wiiii England, and opposed 
that administration. This is very humiliating indeed. 

On the matter of colonial tra'de, Adams and Clay, when in power, had agitated in every 
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^< New York's favorite son" was permitted to exchange the classic banks of the 
Thames, and the smiies of royuiiy in the old world, for his rural residence at 

possible way the question of the free navigation of the great St Lawrence. They aaserted that 
i:.nglaud, by her colonial trade act, wanted to monopolize the whole canying trade for Ame- 
rican produce, which is very bulky, to the British MVest indies, and reasoned with her on the 
unfairness ot high discrinunating or proiecung duties. Jackbon and Van Buren abandoned 
the tree use of tU« 8t. Lawrence s^nd Uie cairyiiig trade, and obtained a reduction of duties on 
articles sent througn Canada — they declaring that if tbe larmer found a new or iLiproved 
market at his own door, it mattered Utile to him where his produce went to. 1 must own that 
Van buren's conduct in tiiis trade question does not appear to me to be deserving of censure 
in ito//— and as the instructions were by the President, and had been beibre Congress foi 
many months— as tiie terms agreed to oy i^ord Aberdeen and Louis McLane, in IQ^, 1 think, 
had been accepted by this couuuy, and the trade opened under a legislative enactment, it 
seems to me that it was too late to censure, in 1833, language which had been passed over 
without remark 18 months before. The cringing, apologetic toue ot the insoructions tells who 
-the real author was; and contrasts strangely WiUi the bold and haughty defiance given to an- 
cient, triendly, warm-hearted France, on aiK>ther memorable occasion, from the same quarter 
— but 1 do thmk tlie arrangement made was advan.ageous to the U. S. Soon alter thu, I 
moved in the Canada Assembly tor the appointment ol a Committee on Trade : and, alter 
' some six weeks of inquiries, i drew up the report, which the legislature printed in the lorm of 
a pamphlet of a hundred pages. Here is an exnact : " i^Jigland claims an exclusive monopoly 
in our markets; she allows us none in hers. Our beet and pork are prohibited in her home 
dominions, and our pot and pearl-ashes subjected to the same rates ot duty at Liverpool as the 
pot and pearl-ashes of the southern shores of Ontario and Lric. The smpping of Britain at 
Uuebcc give no preference to timber, live stocif, flour, beef, and pork, brought from Upper 
Canada, over similar articles brought lirom the United States. The monopoly is all in favor 
of h^ngland and the Unit^ States, the Congress of which latter country, by an act passed in 
July, 1832, subjects our wheat, wheat flour, beef and pork, ashes, and other staples, to an im- 
post tax of £15 on every £100 value." In all this there was not much of reciprocity — but I 
do not see how complaint could be made at Washington of an arrangement which excluded 
Canada from the ports of the United Suites, and opened those of Canada and the West Indies 
to the fanners ot this Union. In ever> conversation 1 had, when in h^ngland, with Lord 
(zoderich, who introduced the com bill into parliament, and with Lord Sydenham, V. P. of the 
Board of Trade, in 183^-^, I complained grievously of the liberality shown to the U. S. fcH- 
the benefit of English shipping, while no care had been taken to obtain the like favors for 
Canada here. The late drawback act is an amendment, however, and there are many im- 
provements on both sides— but I have proposed to myself to avoid saying much on tariflf ques- 
tions. There is not room here. 

A charge made against Van Buren, that he was the parent of the proscriptive system, which 
Clay and Adams had disdained to resort to, would have been ably sustained, had the Senators 
who made it had, in addition to the facts in their possession, the Custom House rubbish left on 
deposit, or to be swept out, when Jesse Uo>*t ceased to be first lord oi the Van Buren treasury 
here. Senator Foot, of Connecticut, said, '*l sincerely believe that Gen. Jackson came to thu 
place fully determined to remove no man from office, but for good cause of removaL I am 
fully convinced the whole 'system of proscriptum' owes its exibtence to Martin Van Buren! 
That the dissolution of the Cabinet was efi*ected by his management and lor his benefit 1 and 
that the hand of the late Secretary of State may be traced distinctly in another affair, which has 
produced an alienation between the first and second Officers of the Government ; and also in 
relation to the present ' improved condition of the public press,' and the great abuse of the 
pauronage of the Government 1" 

On I'u^day, Jan. 31, Tammany Hall met to sustain Van Buroo^jmd the committee of 
resolves consisted of W. Bowne, James Campbell [see pages 193. 903, dec], Saul Alley, C. 
W. I-awrence, W. P. Hallett, Preserved Fish, Wm. M. Price, F. B. Cutting [see pages 177, 
180, 182], Gideon Lee, Elisha Tibbetts, &c. They glorified Jackson and Van Buren, censured 
the Senate as intriguers, and read John C. Calhoun out of the democratic party by due process 
of political excommunication. 

Among the 23 rejecting votes in the Senate. I notice Holmes of Maine, Clay, Webster, Scy* 
mour of Vt, Frelinghuysen, Clayton, R. Y. Hayne, Gabriel Moore, Thomas Ewing, and B. 
Ruggles. Among the 2^ affirming votes were Isaac Hill, Felix Grundy, Dudley and Marcy, 
G. M. Dallas and W. Wilkins, his brother-in-law, Benton, Tyler, Powhattan Ellis, and King. 
now at Paris. I have seen a table showing that the States voting in iavor of Van Buren had 
a popidation of 6,605,571, and those opposed only 3,500,000, yet tlie majority was one asainst. 
Nullification came next, then the pet oanks, the sub-treasury followed. On New Yeara day, 
1840, Clay and Calhoun attended President Van Buren's lev6e ; and in November next, Sonth 
Carolina, with consent of Calhoun, McDuffie, Pickens and Rhett, honored with her vote, for a 
second term, the rejected minister of 1833. 
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Kinderhook, in the lovely valley of the Hudson, near the base of the Catskill ; 
and relieved, for a brief season, from the cares of public life. He lefl England 
for France in March, made a hasty tour over the continent, and embarked, on 
the 10th of May, at Havre, for New York. 

Early in 1S33, he came a^ain into possession of power as Vice President of 
the Union ; as President of the Senate, which had refused to place confidence in 
him a twelvemonth before ; and as the successor of Calhoun, whose casting 
Tuice had ensured his rejection. Had Van Buren been a truly great and good 
man, his triumphs would have been a pleasant theme for the historian to dwell 
upon ; but, as they were obtained, like Butler's, by deceit and hypocrisy, by 
seeming to be the man he was not, and by the ''judicious puffi" of artful fol- 
lowers, interested in his fortunes by personal ties, tbey are a source of regret. 
Blair's press, a donation from Van Buren's financial confederates in New York, 
did him good service — as did the trusty types of his ancient advocate, the editor 
of the Argus. Jealousies, bickerings, and some lack of tact among his oppo- 
nents, the cry of persecution, and the fact, well known to '' waiters on Provi- 
dence," that Jackson's popularity was at his back, did the rest. That the agi- 
tation of the colonial trade question at the time of his rejection, and the speeches 
of General Samuel Smith on that home topic, did him no injury, 1 am well per* 
auaded. He took his seat at the head of the Senate, for the first time, on the 
16th of December, 1833. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



«Gk>ld, stUl gold— it flew like dust! it tipped the post-boy, and paid the trust, 
In each open palm it was freely thrust ; there was nothing but giving and takinff ! 
And if gold could insure the future hour, what hopes attended that Bride to her bower ; 
But alas ! even hearts with a four-horse power of opulence, end in breaking:'' 

Removal of the Deposits in 1833. — Bank of the Metropolis, — Rooiy Jackson^ and 
Van Bfirenj on the Pets. — N. Biddle. — Ingersoll on Charters and Slavery.--^ 
Col Duane. — W, J, Duane.—-Polk and Lawrence, — Kendall in Kentucky, — 
His treatment of H. Clay, ---Kendall and the Bankj Tariffs Mackenzie^ ^c. — 
Duane opposes the Pet Bank Conspiracy, — His reasons, — Louis McLaneh 
views. — Silas Wright and the Bank, — Calh(mh*s Prophetic Address in 1834. 
— Land Speculations. — 7%e Globe, — Jackson^ Duane^ and the Mission to Si- 
beria, — Chief Justice jTaney. — Wonderful efficts of Flaitery^-^Bewnett upon 
Kendall 

I HAYB shown, that, in 1824, Van Buren, his presses, and his partisans, were 
among the most thoroughgoing advocates of the united States Bank, and of the 
Presidential candidate who had been its most consistent, zealous, and uniform 
advocate— that, in 1826, Van Buren, Marcy, and Butler, admitted that it had a 
right to establish branches in the states, and that they petitioned Nicholas Bid- 
die and his brother directors for a branch at Albany — that Van Buren was 
firiendly to Adams and Clay's administration in the first instance, and that the 
presses in his interest had abused Jackson in harsher terms than even Ritchie 
used — ^that he was connected with the most corrupt and. infamous banks and 
bankers in the State of New York, the opponent of inquiry into their miscon- 
duct, and the advocate of new charters without check or responsibility — that 
the Albany Argus was his official organ — and that when the swindling establish* 
ments of previous years had pillaged the people of millions, and no two-thirds 
majority could be found to rechiurter the Mechanics and Farmers', and other 
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favorite banks of his, in 1826, '27, and '28, he put forward his Safety Fund 
nostrum, and went for banks by the score, in January, 1829. I have also 
shown what that fund was and how it operated. 

The authentic secret corres^pondencei which providence has thrown in my 
way, will help the historian not a little in his efforts to discover the motives 
which influenced Van Buren* and his confederates to tamper with the currency, 
as they did, from 1829 to 1841. The letters of C. W. Lawrence, C. C. Cam- 
breleng, S. Wright, B. F. Butler, R. H. Nevins, John Van Buren, Joseph Ker- 
nochan, W. L. Marcy, E. and C. L. Livingston, F. B. Cutting, S. Swartwout, 
E. Croswell, A. C. Flagg, Thad. Phelps, Stephen Allen, and T. VV. Olcott, 
when compared with certain facts and circumstances previously made public, 
too clearly prove that the war against the U. S. Bank, the detestable scheme 
of the pec banks, with the bribery, fraud, bankruptcy, and other accumulated 
miseries inflicted on the public through the derangement of business, had their 
origin at Albany. Jackson, though cunning himself, was but the ready instru- 
ment of still more artful men. Lady Hester Stanhope tells, that when Pitt was 
premier, large sums, hundreds of thousands of pounds, were offered to him in 
presents, by men deeply engaged in commerce, speculation, banking, &c., 
doubtless with the hope that he would favor their interests. In the absence of 
proof to the contrary, we may venture to assume that hucktail virtue, like 
English pride, would have spurned all such Potosian temptations. 

The United States Bank had paid $1,500,000 for the use of the public 
money, during the continuance of its charter ;t the Supreme Court of the Union 

* In Van Bni«n*t mesm^ to Congrats, Dec 5, 1840, h« say's : 

** Wben I entered npoa the dlschanie of my oflloial duties In March. 1837. the net for the distribuCtaMi of the 
Burplas revenue was tn a course of rapid execution. Nearly twenty-eiyhi millions of dotUn of th« public 
moneyM were, in pnr»iiance "f Its provlatons, deposited with the fltites in the iilonths nf JunuHry, April, and 
July, of ihat year. 0^ In May there occurred a genernl Btt«pen>ion of specie payments hy the hftnk«. tnclndlng, 
^^ with very few exception*, ihoie in which the public moneys were depo Ited. and upon wh<«p fidallty th« G<it- 
y^ emment hxd unloriunntely mnrie itself dependent for the revenues which had beeu collected fmmthe people, 
and were Indlspensabie to the public service. This 8U«pensinn. and the excesses in banking and commerce oat 
of which it anue, and which were irreaily aggravated by Its occurrence, made, to a great extent, unaynllable 
the principnl part of the public money then on hand; su-«pended the cnllectiun of many millions accruing on 
merchants* bonds ; and greatly reduced the revenue arising from customs and the public lands." 

**The Treanury has It In Its power to exert a salntniy influence, first over the deposit banks, which wfll a]' 
ways be selected from tbe princlpui Bank« In the stales, and through them, ov«>r the residue. Wfaatevw check 
Was exerclseii by the United Sttiies Bank on the Issues of the stiite banks, wm dune either by refusina to take 
th«ir notes in deposit, or if taken, by returning them quickly for specie, if It believed their issues to be exces- 
sive. Tbe deposit banks have a r^ht to do tbe aame thing, and are In the habit of exercLning it, wfa«o. In 
their opinions, an occasion for its exercise exists. Over the deiM><*it bnnks themselves, the Secrelnry of the 
Tnasury has liberal supervisory powers. He may tn his discretion direct, as before remarked, an Increan of 
th*'ir specie, when it appeHrs by the returns which they are obliged m mnke to him at short intervals, that their 
Jeeues are large and disproportionnte to their specie on hand ; nnd a constant and great check is exercised over 
them by the aciUHl public knowledge of their condition obtained through their reports, and the regular publi- 
cation of them.*'— Kan BttretCs iMLer to Sherrod fVUliamt, Augiut^ 1836. 

In his message of 1833, Jackson told Congress, that " the State Banks selected are all Institntloaa of high 
character and undoubted strength, and are under the management and control »f men of un^Hestional pr^kitff 
and inteUif^met." In his message of 1837, h*t said that *' a number of the Deposit Banks have, with a com- 
Biendable zeal to nid In the Improvement of the currency, imported (torn abro«id at their own expense, laiM 
sums of the precious metals for coinage and clreolation." The explosion and Imnkruptcy of 1837 followed, 
and Wright & Co. were ready with their now nostrum, the sub treasury. Ritchie, of the Union, Ilka TWll- 
madge, kicked a iitrle. being up to the chin in speculation. His press designated the honest locoa who net In 
the Park, N. Y.. •' the rabble nmt** 

In a letter to S. D. Hastings, dated Forest Hill, Bcpt 26, 1840, Charles J. IngersoU. Chairman of the Com. on 
Fomlgn AtTairs, H. of R., sayw that "the ehnrtered power given by our lawn to meke psper money hy 
hanks of discount. TOLERATED IN ALL THEIR VIOLATIONS OF EVERY PRINCIPLE OF RIGHT, ia at 
this moment demoralizing Pennsylvania, and particularly Philadelphia, by more folly. Ignorance, branch of faith 
and of law, luxury. Intemperance, vice, crime, and misery, than can be justly imputed to slavery anywheres 
Slavery, I entirely believe with you, distempers any O^moainwealth ; hut the blood of ours Is fauilly poisoned 
hy what renders liberty and equality hardly worth having.** 

t In Webster's reimrt on Finance, In U. 8. Senate. June 87, 1834, he states that the Bank of the Metropolis, 
Washingmn, had not 8100,000 of ito notes in circulation— that its credit was so bad that its Mils had been sold 
at a discount near its duurs— that more than $0O'.).OOO of th«. public treasure was deposited with it— and that 
those who took its notes as payment from government, and carried them to a distance, suflered loss. General 
Boot explains that iU funds were used in land Jobbing in the west, to realize fortunea to Polk's party patriots. 
Thh bank a- d its confederate peu gave no security to the country— they paid no bonus nor interest— th^-y pay 
•one nov^-they made immenne sums by wlQf tbe naUanal lavenikfr^thay iwara racomsMnded hy Woodoiiry 
udl'haBy to tend it out, bo that the maroliaato bonowinc might be oooipMied to nphold tholr |«fty ' 



¥HK DVANB8, BOOT, AND JA0K8OK, ON THE BANKS. 115 

had unanimously decided that that charter was constitutional ; a committee of 
Congress, and finally the House of Representatives, had declared, after inquiry, 
that the national treasure was safe in its vaults; the high tariff of 182S, sup- 
ported by Wright and Van Buren with the view of obtaining a surplus of many 
m^lions of revenue for political distribution and personal aggrandizement, had 
done its work ; Jackson had been elected a second time to the Presidency ; and 
now was the time to go into "the general scramble for plunder,'' as Swartwout 
calls it, in right earnest. 

The first step of the conspirators was to advise the appointment of William 
J. Du<ine to the office of Secretary of the Treasury. The offer was made, and 
it was accepted. Mr. Duane vras the son of one of the most upright, energetic, 
zealous and consistent democrats ever known to this Union. He had sown the 
good seed of manly, truthful principles in India, England, Ireland, and America 
-~had suffered persecution for the love he bore to freedom — ^had upheld the 
good, and been a terror to the evil doer in high station, during half a century — 
was vigilant for his country as a trusted military officer in war — and the foe of 
United States Banks and other monopolies at variance with his ideas of equal 
rights and laws. In Poland, he would have followed Kosciusko ; in France, 
been ready to tear down the Bastile, or participate in the glorious days of 1830. 
What he thought of last and least was the acquisition of wealth ; and he died 
in old age, very poor, with a heart warmed by love and kindness toward his 
feilow^men. Cobbett, who disliked his antipathy to the English system of war, 
taxation, finance, conquests and ill treatment of Ireland, frankly acknowledged 
that William Duane was the most efficient and sleepless opponent England had 
on this continent. I have read the files of the Aurora^ no matter how old, with 
real delight, for it was impossible not to see great sincerity united with true 
patriotism, and an hiformed and reflecting mind, in the remarks of its conductor, 
who, with ^^ Montague on Republics," believed that ^' There cannot be a more 
certain symptom of the approaching ruin of a state, than when a firm adherence 
to party is fixed upon as the only test of merit, and when all the qualifications, 
requisite to the discharge of every employment, are reduced to that single stan- 
dard." 

His son,* William John Duane, whom Jackson called to his cabinet, in May, 

wrong General Koot, In N. Y. Senate, Feb. 7, 1841, said that " the deposit bonks were expected to svpport 
the GoTernment even in the local elections— In short, to do all Its dirty work. The eostotners of these Binka 
ware required to support the Adniinistmtlna, otherwise thejr could get no accommod>itlon. The New Vnrk 
merehanta sell their goods to the coantry merehants on credit. When the raerehaats from the coantry went 
to the city, they were told, we cannot give yon credit onless we can get accommodation at the bank«. llie 
Banki wilt not dlscoant to those who are opposed to the Government The consequence was. th<tt tbe mer- 
chants were eomiieiled to support the Adminlstmtlon. Thirty or forty Pet Banks were appr>lntAd for the ex- 
press purpose of doing the work of the AdminlstratioD. There was no need of proof of this— it was open, pal- 
pable, visible bribery— obvious to every man, woman and ehUd la the ooontry. Was there ever such an attempt 
to overwhelm the whole land In a sea of corruption 1" 

Wherein did this system, which m*ty have made fortunes for Polk, Butler, Van Buren, Lawrence, Cam- 
hreleng, Marey, White it Co., its creators, differ flrom that In operation now, as presided over by Walker, Ban- 
cioft, Marey and Polk 1 

Who was Nicholas Blddle, whom Blair, Cnnwell, Green, and Bennett, so syatematlcally abused at the word 
of command from Van Buren, Polk tt Co. 1 The favorite of Monroe, of Ad un«, of Jackson, a democratic am- 
graasman. affluent before he entered the bank, and nominated bv Andrew Jack*^n and confirmed by ibe Sen- 
ate, la 1S30, in 1831, and a third time, in 1832, as a government director of tbe Bank, as he hid been for seven 
years before by Monroe and Adams. The moment Mr. Ahab Van Buren coveted Mr. Naboth Biddle*s vineyard 
he raised such a dust about his ears, thronsh the collar presses, that many persons, myself among the number, 
believed blm to be as great a monster as his bank was said to be. 

* As Secretary, Daane gives eyidence of a sound judgment, first rate business talent, and 
mat uprightness. Of his title to superior ability as a statesman, when compared to Jackson, 
Polk, Van Buren, Lawrence, Wright, Butler, Taney, Camhreleng, and the rest of the pet bank 
junto, let his conduct, and his reasons for it, be compared with tne result of THE EXPERI- 
MENT, and the tardy confessions of the men who made it. 

In a letter to Moses Dawson, dated in 1837, General Jackson, after sajring that he had con- 
fidflooe in the honesty of state banks at the time he placed in (hdryaolts the deposits, adds: 
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1833, was a lawyer of eminenoe in Philadelphia, one of &e executors of the 

generous French banker, Girard, who, as if to shame the intolerant native party 
of our day, lefl miliioos of dollars, to educate American children, while Smith* 
son, an Englishman, sent $500,000 across the ocean for a likii generous pur- 
pose. Duane wrote Girard's will, was long his adviser, was opposed to the 
United States Bank, in 181 1 and 1816, always and on principle ; and, with his 
father, threw their great popularity in Pennsylvania into the Jackson scale, in 
iH'My when Van Buren, Ritchie, and the selfish politicians, into whose hands 
he fell in 1833, were slandering his name, and ridiculing his pretensions. 

Mr. Duane had represented the Philadelphia democrats in the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, had written much that was useful, was married to a grand-daughter 
of that eminent American, Benjamin Franklin ;* and, with his father, had given 
the war of 1812, an early, efRcient, and continued support. He was opposed to 
congressional caucuses, and had no need to turn to the winning side, when 
Jackson was victorious, in 1828. For twelve years has this great and good 
man been allowed to remain in private life, traduced and slandered by the 
Globe, Argus, and kindred presses in the pay of Van Burenism, while his great 
experience, true patriotism, and sterling honesty would have been of vast im- 
portance in the Congress of the Union. 

No doubt, Van Buren, Kendall, and their confederates deceived themselves 

" But was this confidence well founded, and whose fault is it that it was not 1 Ijsi their 
treachery to the governmeat and the people answer. Every day that the directors of these 
banks mst at their boards, they knew their liabilities, and their assets to meet them. They 
were repeatedly and earnestly cautioned by the treasury department not to over-issue — their 
charters prohibited it — their solemn obligations to the government and the people, and every 
principle of moral honesty, forbade it. Still, in open violation of all obligations, they sus- 
pended sp2cie payments in a time of profound peace, robbed the treasury of many millions of 
dollars, and crted out, at the same time, that the treasury was bankrupt. 

" The history of the world never has recorded such base treachery and perfidy, as has been 
committed by the deposit banks against the government, and purely with the view of grati- 
fying Biddle and the Barings, and by the suspension of specie payments, embarrass, and rtu*, 
if Ikeif coulfl, their oion contUry^ forUhe selfish views of making large profits by throwing out 
millions of depreciated paper upon the people — selling their specie at large premiums, and 
buying up their own paper at discounts of from 25 to 50 per cent., and now looking forward 
to be indulged in these speculations for years to come, beiore they resume specie payments." 

Cornelius W. Lawrence, the apocryphal President of perhaps the most corrupt of these 
banks, thus denounced by Jackson, is selected by Polk in 1845, as Collector of the Port of N. 
Y., and confirmed in 1846 by the Senate ! His lettei-s to Hoyt and others show that he acted 
contrary to his oath (which was, to vote according to his best judgment), in supporting the 
spoliation of the U. S. Bank. A two million charter was handed to him, from Albany, in 
1»36, as some pecuniary recompense for tear and wear of conscience — some two millions of 
the plunder of the national bank were placed in the custody of the new concern — ^Lawrence 
became its president, as a matter of course— and, with over $4,000,000 of a paid up capital 
and United States deposits, its doors were shut upon the people and their government, while 
the ink with which its charter had been written was yet scarcely dry. When Lawrence became 
Collector, through the friendship of President Polk, his brother Joseph slipped into office as 
bank president ; and their defaultinof paper factory, though denounced b)? Jackson, is once 
more a pet of Polk and Walker, with the use of millions of the public treasure to its mana- 
gers, without bonus or interest I Who can doubt the result ! Not the authorities at Wash- 
ington. 

* Sarah, daughter of Benjamin Franklin, married Richard Bache, editor of the Aurora, 
Philadelphia. Colonel William Duane, a native of the Province of N. Y., succasded Mr. 
Bache in the management of that popular journal, and was appointed by Madison, in 1813, a 
brigadier-general in the armies of the Union. His son, the fearless secretary of the treasury, 
married a daughter of Mr. Bache, and her mother, Mrs. Sarah Bache, died in Oct., 18(^, aged 
64 years. I have long and anxiously wished that some able, well-informed friend of the 
family, who has access to the necessary materials, would compile and publish the Life and 
Times of William Duane. To the Union, to Britain, and to Ireland, the land of his fore- 
fathers, the lessons that that work would teach would be invaluable. 
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into a belief, that Duane's known dislike to the principle on which the U. S. 
Bank was chartered, woald enable them to make of him a powerful and popu- 
lar instrument, for the achievement of their grc^nd scheme of bank plunder, al- 
ready resolved upon. But they had mistaken their man.* 

Previous to the loss of liberty in Greece, as Thucydides tells us, " while 
each party endeavored, by every possible method, to get the better of its anta- 
gonist, the most flagrant acts of injustice were perpetrated on both sides. Mo- 



* Amos Kendall. — ^I have, in former chapteri, and in a separate work, endeavored to i 

lyze the pietism of BeDJamin F. Butler, it now becomes necessary that I should tbrmaUy 
introdace his twin brother in politics, piety, and principle, Amos Kendall, Postmaster General 
to Martin Van Baren, Director of the Commonwealth Bank, Kentucky, Fourth Auditor ot 
the (J. S. Treasury, an editor of the Qlobe, the Expositor, and the Kentucky Ai^gus, and special 
agent for Jackson's advisers in bargaining with the Pet Banks for the use of the public reve- 
nue, 1833-^. If it be true, as we are told in Gil Bias, that " there are few breasts capacioos 
enough to afford house room for two such opposite Inmates as political ambition ana mti- 
tude," some excuse may be found for the conduct of Amos Kendall towards his eariy bene* 
fiwrtor, Henry Clay. 

In Kendali'sown account of his life and adventures, which shows that he was bom on that 
day in the year in which Hull surrendered his army, he makes strong professions of meek- 
ness, humility, and Christian forbearance — " Deacon Zebedee Kendall, of Dunstable," his 
honored sire, is introduced singing David's psalins, sa3ring grace before meat and grace after 
meat, and offering up to heaven prayer and praise — ^pious appeals are made to the Lord, to 
conscience, and to the world — ana the Democratic Reviev for March, 1838, paints Amos as 
''£XrRt!:M£LY SIMPLE in character— plain, mild, and unassuming in manners- 
estimable and amiable." 

O'SuUivan elevates Kendall into a very Father Mathew of temperance while he was at 
college, but we are reminded of Butlers famous patroon scene at the Sandy Hill bank, where 
Kendall himself, in his journal, pictures the Yankee lawyers who had gone to Kentucl^r to 
mend their fortunes. " We again returned to the tavern where were three or foiv Yankee 
emigrant lawyers, and we madf. ourselves merry with brandy." 

Amos landed in Kentucky in 1814, a lean, gaunt, hungry adventurer, and, as the event 
proved, an unprincipled and ungrateful one — ne wa^ received into the family of Henry Clay 
when absent in Europe, as the in.structor of his children—treated by Mrs. Clay with great 
kindness both in health and sickness — assisted by Mr. Clay, on his return, to get forwara in 
the world, accommodated by him with a loan of Sl&OO, introduced to his political friends, 
patronized as an editor, aided in obtaining the public printing in Kentucky, and when, ia 
16^, Clay became Secretary of State, offered a situation in the state department Why did 
he not accept it 1 His letter to Mr. Clay, in 1828. will endain. " You afterwards offered me 
(sajrs he) a clerkship with a salary of 01000, which I declined, expressing a willingness to 
accept one of $1500." Amos was ready to join the democratic administration of Clay and 
Adams, at $1500, but couldn't take $1000. Jackson's friends, through Green, had outbid that. 
They hastened to buy Amos up— and enabled him to turn his marketable talents with tSdd 
against the character and standing of his early friend. Trading politicians may applaud his 
worldly pradence--the parasite or power will award him a vulgar sympathy-— but from pure- 
minded Americans, such conduct as 1 am about to describe will ever meet with unqualiiied 
reprobation and deserved contempt. 

Kendall denies that he was once for a Bank of the United States and a protective tariff, or 
that he owes a debt of gratitude to Henrv Clay. He aasures the readers of the Expositor that 
his " opposition to Mr. Clay was forced on by the heartlessness and ingratitude ot Mr. Clay 
himflclf.*^' 

A letter of Kendall's to John C. Knowlton, of Lowell, dated Waahington, July llth, 1899, 
appeared in the New York Evening Post, Here is an extract : 

** ihia fepllog prfdtipnged me to tblnk well of Mr. Clay, luid READILV FALL OrTO THE tSUPTOET 

" OF HIS POLITICAL VIEWS. Aeeordhigly, when he bwtaae m euiididate for tlie preridtfiicy, 1 ESPOUSED 

*' HIS CAUSE with alacrity and zeal. My time, my laboitf, and mj numay were all laviahed wiOrac 

^tzpectation of reward TO ADVANCE MR. CLAY. If I owed lihii or hb family any otdigaUona they were 
" richly repuid in that contest. AMOS KENUAlX." 

Mr. Clay was then, as he Is now, the champion of one regulating bank — the United States 
Bank — in preference to one thousand of them — favored, as now, a protective tariff, and internal 
improvements by vote of Congress—and had disapproved of General Jackson's conduct in 
Florida, and pronoimced it t>Tannical and unjust. Kendall tells us that he preferred Clay to 
Jackson, for President— " readily fell into the support of his POLITICAL, views," and 
" espoused his cause with alacrity and zeal." Why then deny that he was " once for th9 
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derate men, who refused to join with either, were alike the objects of their re- 
sehtment, and equally proscribed by either faction.'' Where is the difference 
here, in Diiane's case ? He was induced to support Jackson, through a belief 
that he would act up to the manly principles laid down in his letters to Mon- 
roe. Did he try to do it 1 

Duane took office in June, 1833, and was afterward* informed that it was the 
wish of the President that he should remove the national treasure from the 



Kendall addressed a long letter to Clay, through the Frankfort Aigna, which was capkA imo 
the Evening Post of Nov. 1827, in which he assures him that he preferred him as Seczetary, 
with Adams as President, to the election of Jackion, and that he and Blair, since of the Globe, 
wrote in 1825 to the members of Congress, from Kentacfy, urging them to vote agamA J^ckr 
son ami in fwoor of Adams^ wUh tkts view, Kendall also wrote to Clay before the presi- 
dential election was decided, that he preferred Jackson to Adams, all things being equal^-bm, 
said he, " if OUR INTERESTS can be promoted by any other arrangement, I shall be con- 
tent." " Our interests" are uppermost stiU. 

In Kendall's evidence before the Kentucky Lenslature, he says that Mr. Clay intended to 
give him a situation at Washington, in 1825^ and thathe (Kendall) stood ready Xo defend with 
his pen the political character ot his early ihend. In a letter to David White, who had voted 
in Congress for Mr. Adams as President, dated March 8th, 1828. he says, ** We knew that 
Mr. Clay was to be Secretary of State, and FOR THAT REASON promoted Mr. Adams's 
election,^' and prevented, of course, that of Andrew Jackson. He asserts that he supported 
Adams because Clay was to be Secretary, and yet he told the Kentucky Legislature on oath, 
that he believed the charge by Jackson against Clay, of having baigained with Adams, was A 
BASE SLANDER, and that he had applied to Clay for a situation in Washington, where he 
would have defended him through theoress a«ninst that slander i In a letter addressed to 
Clay, anU dated Frankfort, Oct. 11, 1826, Kenoall says. " Whatever course I may feel con- 
strained to take in relation to the administration generally, I trust I shall not be the means or 
the occasion of casting any impuUUion upon your integrity and honor." 

Kendall swears that it is his soleom beliet there was no barsain at alL But turn to his 
letter to Mr. Knowlton already quoted. He there has quite a dinerent stoiy to tell. He says: 

** Tn reviewing my eourae, I Umvfi but one ttatag to regret. It ta, Uiu I did net, legaidlev of ell impatettoea, 
" take R decidve stand ii£) inct the Union of MeMn Adaine end Ciey in IhSS. I knam Uaet Mr. Clay violated tte 
"wish uf his state ; I KNEW THAT THE UNION WAS INTEBESTED AND SELFISH. Insteed of being 
" 8ILRNT, 1 ought boldly to have denounced )t. I ouitht to beve been as senelble as I em now tlmt no r 



obil^ition of prirete friendship, end no feer of imputed increiitude cen jiietify e pubHe men !■ WINKING et e 
" viuleiion of the f undementel principles of our free instltutione. On this point I em golUy^— AMOS K£NDALL.** 

There's a confession for you ! " Give me a SI ,500 place/' says the pious politician, " and 
111 call ye white as driven snow— though 1 know tnat your conduct was interested and selfish. 
Buy me at my price — Vm in the market, and if yea don*t your opponents will. Hire me, and 
ril go with you for the tariff, the bank, internal improvement, Adaips, anything— neglect me, 
and I will be found amon^ your most bitter enemies. You warmed me into lile. as tne coun- 
tryman did the snake— il you don't wish to be stung, give me my price." Sucn, though not 
Kendall's words, is the substance of his offer. Clay spumed it, Kendall became his enemy, 
and used the influence Clay had obtained lor him to secure the vote of Kentucky for Jackson 
and Van Buren, next Presidential election. General Duff Green, the Jackson and Calhoun 
editor, before Blair, " once for the bank," supplanted him, says, — " It will be seen that at the 
very moment that he was n^otiating with Mr. Clay for a salary of $1,500. as the price of his 
removal to Washington, for the purpose of vindicating Mr. Clay against tnese * SLANDERS 
which were afloat against him,' he was negotiating with me, for a stipulated sum, which I 
paid him to remain in Frankfort to assail Mr. Clay." Whether Green proved that it was *' at 
the v^iv moment," I do not now remember, but if it was not it was very soon after. *' I 
winked at guilt till hired .to assail it," is the substance of Kendall's pretended coniession to 
Knowlton. General Green was supplied by his party with funds — Kendall got money — paid 
his debt to Mr. Clay, and became the ready instrument of his enemies. General Green de- 
scribes him as " ambitious, ungrateful, mercenary, and corrupt" 

In his letter to Knowlton. Kendall says,— 

" Tbey (meoiiinf the friends of Cley and Adeois) combined to witbdrew from me all public end private 
** PATRONAGE, to destroy mv character, andTcduce my family to degradedon and benary. I felt that Mr. 
» Clay was uagretpfttl.—AMOS KENDALL.** 

I select the following passage from page 374 of the Expositor, for 1843, by Amos Kendal], 
Washington : 

"Impodknob— Tas Latbst SricziCBX.— Mackenxie, ia bis New TCotk l^zaminer, says we were 'gnu for a 
haatkr His lenguBce la Uils : 
*" Week alia week, nionih snsr aotth, tlis Globe talm liBMan to danooiidBf 1». T>la: beci^ 
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United States Bank, and place it in other banks. He refused to do this unless 
ordered by Congress, or unless reasons should be assigned to justify his doing 
so. Thomas Ritchie, of the ^nio/i, approved of bis course in thus refusing* 
He asked the opinion of (3oL Duane, his father, who also told him that he had 
acted right, though he thought the bank charter unconstitutional, and disapprov- 
ed of its management. 

The speculating banks and politicians, of whom Van Buren was the ready 

not make enmnmn cnuM with the Van Bom clique I have described ; end Kendall, onee ibr the task, Jotae 
GiDStveU and follonra suit* 

There w nothing too barefaced for depravity to invent and maUce to aeaert; bat the atrpiM who makei a 
ehaise like tbie, »Ungi only his own body. 

Prom 1818, the Bank Moiinter iievur ceased to receive our Uowa when we eould strike with the least effect; 
and to 1833, in t>ie removal of the deposits, whteh Haekende ooadenins, we cut the club with which cor Herea- 
!«• slew It. Bat fiir ihat incaicure, it would have lived uutil it p* rislied hi its own corraptiona, involving the 
Government in ttie ruin which overtook the tiK> coiifldliis stockholders. 

Th *re le one eonso ntioii in such attJicki : They destroy tiie eonfidenee of the people is aU tlM libels whieli 
flaw from the same source upon more imporiaut persouq{es.*' 

Did not Kendall do Ms very best to secure the election of Adams over Jackson in 1825, 
when he found that Clay could not be elected by the House of Representatives— and was not 
Adams then, as now, the advocate of a national bank in preference to a thousand unchecked 
state banks 1 Kendairs Expositor contained endless harangues against bank and tarifil 
their oneonsticuticmality, but did he not support the advocates of b<Sh, and also of internal 
improvements, till he got his price % Yes, and in 1817-18, he and his friends, and partisans 
caused charters to b3 granted to more than forty spurious banks, thereby flooding the state 
of Kentucky with worSiless paper. 

From the Kentucky Argu-*, by Kendall, (copied into the National Intelligencer, Sepu 15, 1834.) 

"Jackson will getTeimmsce and Clay will get Keitucky as certainly as they n*nialn candidntes, end Indiana 

has but to select him whose iiolicy l^ moe: flivottrablr* to h r ta'e>ests, and whom talrnu are mo«t competent to 

pnimoif them. Tiiat thii is II nry Oluy, raa powbepol AnvooATs of UTaaaAL uuraovsMSMTs amj> jxuuitio 

MAMorACtuass. no nnprejudiced man can doabi.** 

In 1816, Mr. Clay voted for the late U. S. Bank, and has ever since continually avowed 
that he thinks such an institution necessary and constitutional. 

Will Keniall assert that he tried, first to eltet Clay in 1824, and then Adams in 1835, be- 
cause they were for tke bank, and to keep out Jackson because he was oi^>osed to it 1 He had 
better ad^nit that he was a m^an, sordid, mercenary adventurer, readv to go for any principles 
or any m^n that paid besL Indeed he has admitted as much in his letter to Knowlton. 

Mr. Clay, previous to Kendall's desertion to the Jackson camp, had supported a bill to 
pledge the ban!; bonus as an internal improvement fund — had declared that Congress might 
anpropriate th3 revenus to construct canals and post roads — had advocated in the s^ng o( 
l&iO a high protective tariff— had voted to censure General Jackson for his conduct in Florida 
— and had mai3 A lams President of the United States. All this Kendall endorsed as demo- 
cratic, till b 3 refas3i him a $1,500 otfice, while Jacksonism held out the prospect of an auditor- 
ship at $3^00 J. The Arnold, the Dumooriez of politics, in 182 J, joined Blair whom, as an 
enlors3r for $20,009, the bank of the United States had fotgivcn, and hired himself out to tra- 
duce the man whoie kind family and hospitable mansion had afforded him a shelter when 
he was a hungry, friendleas stranger, a biiefless barrister travelling in search of strife. 
Yes, it is true, Kendall de^jply injured the personal and political friend who had given hiTi 
con<$ideTation in Kentucky, and whose family had tended him in sickness. This was done 
for money, gain— there was noprinciple involved. 

My impression, until 1 saw Clay's statement on page GO of vol. i. of Minor's Public Docu- 
ment for 1831. was, that he owned much stock in the U. S. Bank, and was deeply indebted to 
it He stated however, in Senate, Dec. 19, 1833, that he had not been counsel 'for the bank 
sines 1825, haa not held a share for many years, did not owe the bank a cent, had voted for it 
in 1816, but subscrib3d for none of its stock, and on the failure of a friend twelve or fiAecn 
years before, had as his endorser, become responsible to the bank for a large amount whieh 
he had paid, owing the institution no favor. 

Letter, Amos Kendall to Henry Clay, at Washington, dated Frankrort, Ky., Jan. SI, 1886. 
" Dear Sir :-^ur legislature fct gonn, bat have l<>ft as no repose. We have a provpeet of a eontiw more emMtteird 
than ever. I recret \i, aiid Mrnold icJadiy e«cap<) f<oui it ; but the fates seem lo order It otlurrwise. I may mkh 
tsKs, but I ihink the legi^I <iure will be Hosiained. The cxcUcmnnt is among those opiioeni to rnitoviof Uie 
judges by any nienns. As I iiifortiMfd you, Uie n^soluilons requesting ynu to votu f«>r Jackson passed, and yon 
b>ve«loub l<:•0S^eeived ihtm. Jaekton it my stuni cAeies. all circumstances being equal betwet*n him and 
Aitemi. But if sw mttrtH in the meat cmm be premoUd bjf eav other arrangementt I eheUl be eemtenL Jtt say 
fmte, m as haoe a Prejident. 1 would sooner votp fur any or the tfiree than have a Vicegerent for four yean. 
De tohat you think best -the ^rgua reill not compiain^ becriuse ft has faith lhat you will dn nothing to coinpro- 
nH the Interests of the wisieiB c<muiry , or the aaihiA. ^hiitrely yoor friend, AM06 KESDAUh* 
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agent, were eager to grasp the many millions of money, the proceeds of heavy 
taxation, which the tariff of 1828 had imposed. Duane's reasons for refus- 
ing to gratify them, as stated to General Jackson, were very powerful. 

He reminded the General that the law made him responsible to Coneress if 
he removed the deposites — that the proposed pet banks were far less sa^ than 
the bank of the U. S. — that Congress had pronounced the public money safe — 
that no thorough investigation had been made into the afiairs of the bank — ^that 
no real, adequate security would be offered by the local banks, and that he 
could not judge of their fitness or solvency by hearsay — ^that he had not been 
confirmed in his ofEce by the Senate — that the U. S. Bank had received and paid 
400 millions of dollars for government, without the loss of a cent, but that it was 
a well-known fact that millions had been already lost to the country, by trusting 
the public money with the managers of local banks, the misconduct of which had 
caused much uncertainty as to the value and amount of the paper currency — 
that if the U. S. Bank was selfish, as had been said, surely the local banks would 
not prove less so — that they would trade upon the public money to be entrusted to 
them, and be unable to refund it when required to do so— that perhaps it would 
be better for the government to do without any banks at all — tnat now was the 
time to make a full inquiry as to that — that it would be very unwise to enter into 
entangling alliances with institutions which derange, depreciate, and banish gold 
and silver, the only constitutional currency — that a thorough inquiry into the con- 
dition of the currency was much required, but that we need not look for the neces- 
sary information from interested bank agents — that it would be well to resist a 
combination of powerful monied monopolies before the only means of resistance 
would be through a public convulsion—that both the local and United States 
Banks were monopolies, alike at variance with the sovereignty of the United 
States and the general good of the people — that a removal of the deposites 
would bring on a struggle for power between the national and state banks, by 
means of which thousands of innocent persons would be mined — and that if 
there must be banks for social or fiscal uses, surely one bank* for the whole 

* Louis McLane, Secretary of the Treasury before Duane, opposed the removal of the 
deposits, and so did Cass, though the latter was pliant and ready to go either way. Van Ba- 
ren, in private, professed to McLane. for some time after Toland's Report, and the vote in the 
H. of R. favorable to the bank, iAal he too vtas opposed to the removal ! ! Of course, it was Van 
Buren. and his Safety Fund Banks, that controlled the vote of this state in Congress, and it 
was tnat vote that controlled the deposit auestion. The language of the GIom, Post, and 
Argus, and of Cambreleng, Beardsley, Vanaerpoel, Wright, and Tallmadge— Lawrence and 
BuUers LeUers— Wright's orders to the legislature of N. Y., through Hon (p. 246, No. 256), 
and the 118 votes in the Assembly— also the weat meeting at Tammany Wall, and John Van 
Buren's correspondence, afford ample proof that Van Buren and his confederates decided the 
removal of the public monev. Colonel Young had a deep interest in the Safety Fund Banks, 
and we find him declaring that black lines ought to be drawn across the faces of the Senators 
who had censured Jackson for removing the deposits. 

In 1834, Silas Wright " would merely pronounce his opinion that the country would sustain 
the Executive arm of the government in the experiment now making to substitute the State 
Institutions for the Bank of the United States. He had most enure confidence in the full and 
complete success of the experiment It was his firm opinion that the stejK that had been taken 
would redound to the honor and best interests of the country.'* When the banks broke, 
Wright talked in this fashion : " Under this law, all the existing deposit banks accej^ted their 
high trust to the government and people of the country, and received some forty millions of 
the public treasure, and yet, strange to tell, before a single twelvemonth had passed away, they 
all refuse to pay goki and silver for their notes. Nay more, and worse, they even refuse to pay 
to the government anything but their own irredeemable bank notes— those notes which the law 
prohibits the officers of the government from either receiving or paying out, for the millions 
entrusted to their safe keeping. The drafts ol the Treasurer of the U. S., drawn upon a depo- 
sit bank for a mere trust fund, belonging to individual citizens, which fund was by the govern, 
ment impNOrted from abroad in gold and silver, and in goM and silver placed in mat bank for 
safe ke^nng, have been dishonored and returned without payment, because the holder of the 
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oouiitiy,under the control of Congress, was better than a thousand hanks altogether 
irresponsible — that one effect of taking the public treasure from the U. S. Bank 
(in which the public had invested seven millions of dollars), and placing it in 
the keeping of a host of local banks, with their gambling, stock-jobbing, land 
speculating managers, might be to drive the people to adopt a third U. S. Bank, 
as a refuge from their irredeemable trash (which but for Harrison's sudden 
death and Tyler's unexpected vetoes, would nave been the case in 1841). 

He did not propose the Sub Treasury scheme, but expressed the most decided 
opposition to tne U . S. Bank — he would institute a thorough inquiry, but not be 
rashly guilty of a breach of the obligation of contracts toward the bank. If the 
bank had done wrong the judiciary were able to punish. He thought it danger 
ous to place in the hands of a secretary of the treasury, dependent for his office 
on the will of the President, a power to favor or punish local banks, and conse- 
quently to make them political machinery (liice Van Buren's Safety Fund 
Union.) He knew that the efforts made to hasten the removal of the deposites 
did not originate with patriots or statesmen, but in schemes to promote Ikctious 

drafts would not receive the irredeemable bills of that bank in satisfaction." Dnane had 
dliown it would be so before " the experiment" was made, and that it had always been so. 
Wright knew that just as well in 1834 as in 1838, Matthew L. Davis writes Webb, Feb. 8, 
1834, that at a meeting of the Senators for N. Y. and the committee of merchants of N. Y,, 
favorable to a U. S. Bank, Wright said, " CJentlemen, I am opposed to any U. S. Bank, but if 
we must have a bank, I do not want a commercial but a political bank." In his speech of 
March 20, 1834, he calls the pet banks "perfectly safe agents, fully competent to discharge all 
the duties required in the collection and oisbursement of the public revenue." 

" When I bow down myself in the House of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this 
thing," said Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, to Llisha the Hebrew prophet 
of God. In like manner, John C. Calhoun's clear intellect can discern and acknowleoge evil 
wherever it exists, unless it be in the enslavement of the sons of Africa ; and he was now ready 
to warn the Senate of the manifold miseries which Van Buren*s extension of the N. Y. Safety 
Fand system would bring upon his country. In his speech, January 13, 1834, he foresha- 
dowed, in the clearest manner, the landjobbing of the Butlers, Wrights, Van Burens, and 
their associate*— Judge Woodbury pulling the wires for the rise and fall of stocks— lioyt 
lending Beets the public funds— John Van Buren speculating in 1834, and drawing cash 
f«om the public in 1836— Swartwout keeping the bonds t;^ as he kept them— and the Man- 
hattan and its confederate banks lending the public treasure to their corrupt managers, whfle 
the government bade Uiem, as if in derision, to help the merchants. They did help them, at 
the usury of cent per cent. 

Mr. Cfalhoun's really prophetic remarks were as follow: 

"Let lis not deceive ourselves— this leajni^-thls ftS80clat)<m of banks— ereated by the Execottv q bpo nd to- 
other by influence— nnlted tn common articles of association— vivified and snttained by receiving the depoelts 
of ^e public money, and having their notes converted, by being received everywhere by the Trensary. into the 
common cnrrency of the country, is to all Intents and purposes, a Bank of the United States—the Execative 
Bank of the U. 9., as diidinKUlsbed from that of Congress. However, it might fail to perform satlsfoclorlly tha 
useful functions of the B-ink of the U. 8., as incorponted by law, it would onuirip It— fnr outstrip it— in nil its 
dnngeroos qn&lities, in extending the power, the influence and the corruption of the government. It was Icjposslblo 
■to conceive any insutuiion more admirably calculated to advance these objects. Not only the selected banks, 
but the whole banking In^titntlons of the country, and with It the entire money power, for the purposes of 
speculttion, pecttlnlion, and corruption, would be placed under the control of the Executive. A system of 
menaces and pMmlses will be established— of menace to the banks in possession of the deposites, but which 
ml^t not be entirely subservient to Bxecutlve views ; and by promise of fnture favors to those who may not 
u yet enjoy its thvors. Between the two. the Banks would be leA without influence, honor, or honesty ; 

AKD A 9Y1TKH OP SPBCVLATION AMD STOCK -JOBBI NO WOOID COHMKKCB, I7NBQDALLBD IN TBK ANNALS OP OOft 

rovNTmT- I fear they have already commenced— I fear the menns which have been put Into the hands of the 
minions of power by the removal of the deposits, and placing them in the vaults of deiiendant banks, 
have extended their cupidity to the public lands, particularly in the southwest ; and thnt to thi« we must ntui- 
bute the recent phenomena in that quarter— immsnsk and valuable tracts op land sold at short noticb 
— SALES FRAUDULENTLV POSTPONED TO AID THE Sl'ECULATORB! wiib which, if lam not nils- 
informed, a name not unknown to thts b(Mly (Gwin) has performed a prominent part. As to stock Jobbing, this 
new nmnffement will open a fleid which Rothschild himself mny envy. It has been found bard work— very 
hard, no doubt— by the jobbers In sUx:k who have been engatzed In attempts tn raise or depress the price of 
United States Bank Stock ; but no work will be more easy than Ui raise or depress the price of the st'wk of the 
selected banks, at the plea«ure of the Executive. Nothing ntore will be requir>d than to itive or withhold de- 

Kites— to draw, or abstain from dmwing warrant*— to pamper them at one time, and starve them at annth**r. 
MB WBO WOULD BB IN THB SKCRBT, AND WHO WOVLD KNOW WBBM TO BtTT AND WHBN TO hBLL, WOCf.0 
■AVE THS MBAIIB OF ABALIZIHO, BT DIALINO IN TBK STOCKS, WBATBVKR PORTVNE TBRT MIORT rLBASI." 
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purpose^ and that the whole proceeding would tend to diminish the confidence of 
the world in our regard for national credit and rt-putation. 

On the 20th of Sept., 1833, the Globe announced that the deposites would be 
removed. Next morning Mr. Duane waited on the President, and told him he 
would neither resign office nor remove the public money to the pets.* Jackson 
tried to bribe him, or call it what else you please, with the $18,000 bait which 
so many have swallowed since, the Russian embassy sinecure. *^ My dear Mr. 
Buane (said the President), we must separate as friends. Far from desiring that 
you should sustain any injury, you know I have intended to give you the high- 
est appointment now in my gift. You shall have the mission to Russia." ** I 
am sincerely thankful to you, sir (replied Duane), for your kind disposition-^ 
I desire no new station, and barely wish to leave my present one blameless, or 
free from apprehension for the future. Favor me with a written declaration of 
your desire that I should leave office, as I cannot carry out your views as to the 
aeposites, and I will take back this letter [in which he had stated the same 
determination]." On Sept. 23d, General Jackson wrote his resolute officer, 
" I feel myself constrained to notify you that your further services as secretary 

* In a letter to Joseph Keef, Sept 3d, 1838, Mr. Duane said of Genera] Jackson, " His 
inclinations weFepanriotic, but his passions were undisciplined. Of both, designing men took 
the advantage. The possession of power produced adulation and servility, and ihcae intoxi- 
cated the President, as they had bewildered greater men. He could not bear contradiction, 
and was himself overcome by the lust of overcoming. At length a vindictive spirit mingled 

itself with feelings which, if well regulated, would have been honourable and useful. 

The President, while he fancied his will was the true spring of action, was but a purveyor far 
the ambitious and selfish men around him. While declaiming a^inst abuses of the bank, he 
was assisting speculators in politics, stocks, and lands [such as Wright, Butler, Young, Van 
Boren, Marcy, Kendall, Hoyt, Stilwell, Stephen Allen, Blair, Cambreleng, Wetmore and 
Swartwout] to gratify their own rapaciousness. The notion that his clandestine associaies 
[Kendall, Whitney, Blair, &c.j were shocked at the transactions of the bank, or at the want of 
morals in Congress, is preposterous." 

The Maysville Eagle published a private letter from Mr. Duane to a gentleman in Mason 
cotmty, Kentucky, dated Philadelphia, Oct. 17, 1833, as follows: 

'*DMr Sir: I hiive jaat now received ynnr letter of the lOtb ini*tiint, expressinv your anprobHtloo of my 
ewirM HA 8ecreiNr>' <\f the Trensnry. I hnve ttlwnyK been, and lun, opiioeed Ui the V. 9. Bank, nnd in rII »Qrh 
aristocmtic innunpolle<< ; hut. I considered th<> remnvNl nf the depmlies annecessnry, nnwlM. vii'dlctlv«, mtU- 
tTMrr And uiJUf^t. I believed thnt the Inw gave tn the Secretnry or the Treasary. end not ti> the Pre»id«-n , dis- 
cretion on the question ; and 1 would not net to otitlge the President nnr any body el.«e when I thought it Im- 
pmper to do «o. I never asked ofiire— 1 nccepted It reluctantly, nnd was removed (or an hnne^t dl ebarpe of 
my duty. If to keep office and $6000 n year. I had given up my judftmenu 1 sfaonid have bmuirht »ht»ine npoa 
the fray hairs of my Ikiher, and npon my numerous children : so that I am contest to reiitrn U) bumble lifii 
with a tmftquU mind. W. J. Duank.*' 

^ Mr. Duane was dismissed (say Blair, Van Buren and Kendall, through the Globe of 
Nov. 19) for Oiithlessness to his solemn written pledges, and for the exhibition of bad feelings 
which made him totally unfit for the station to which he had been elevated. He was not dis- 
missed merely for refusing to remove the deposites." Hennr Clay explained the thing more 
clearly in one of his speeches. " A son (said he) of one or the fethers of democracy, b} an • 
administration professing to be democratic, was expelled from office, and his place supplied, 
by a gentleman, who, throughout his whole career, has been uniformly opposed to democ»acy." 
Mr. Taney was ready to oblige Wall street, Hojt, Butler, Lawrence and Cambreleng, oy i«- 
moving many millions of dollars from a bank whose paper circulated throughout the Union and 
abroad, to weak banks whose bills had only a local circulation, and of whose stock the Union 
held not a dollar. 

Flattery sent Napoleon to Moscow — it induced Jackson to dismiss Duane, to cause his 
character to be traduced, and to cling to Kendall, Van Buren, Blair and Butler, who had 
mocked and sneered at his pretensions as a candidate for the presidency in 1823 and *2i, 
while the Duanes, father and son, were affording him their unbought, disinterested and power- 
fVil support. In August 1833, Van Buren had three Safety Fund Commissioners — ^Amos 
Kendall was despatched from Washington as Commissioner the fourth — James Gordon 
Bennett was his crony — they quarrelled— Bennett published Kendall's private correspondence 
with him, adding, that " assuming at times the spint of enthusiasm for libertv, and purity of 
"purpose, you [Kendall] contrive to hide purposes of the deepest avarice, ana to coneeal the 
"most unshrinking ferocity towards those who presume to cross your palh." 
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of tbe treasury are no longer required." And from that day to this,Duane lias 
remained a full private ; while Taney, his successor, as the recompense of his 
pliant suppleness in a dishonest cause, has ascended to the seat of John Marshall, 
as Chief Justice of the Union ! Does any one suppose that Taney, had he 
resbted Van Buren & Co.'s spoliation scheme, would have received that promo- 
tion ? No, indeed. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



Polk and the Pets,— Polkas Early Life.— Bank Defaulters.— Griewold on the 
Banks. — Van Buren'^s Policy in 1837. — Mechanics^ Bank. — Marcy^s Mortgage 
and Ten Million Bank. — van Bwren^ Latorencej and Marcy^s Message. — 
/. Hoyt. — AUz. Wells. — Col. Samuel Young — of Irish descent — a Lawyer-^ 
in Convention^ lS2l—for Clay — on Slave Represenintion — a dealer in Bank 
Stocks and Scrips-^for Marcy—for Banks — on the WatervHet Bank — on Van 
Buren — begging for Bank Stock. 

The history of the pet hank experiment, in which* Mr. Polk was the most 
conspicuous actor in-doors, and Mr. Kendall without, would fill a goodly folio. 

• James Knox Polk, President of the United States, labored indefatigably, in 1833 and 
afierwaidsy to remove the public treasure to the pet banks, pnt down the United States Bank, 
and generally to give success to whatever miea^ures Kendall and Van Buren chose to propose 
or countenance. As I shall have to notice his votes and proceedings on many occasions, in 
this volume, it may be the proper time now to give my readers a very brief sketch of his 
early life. 

The Democratic Review of 1838 states that he was bom in Mecklcnburgh county, North 
Carolina, Nov. 2, 1795— he is, therefore, like Silas Wright and B. P. Butler, a little over fifty 
years old. Some accounts make his ancestors Irish, others Scottish — some say their original 
name was Pollock, others that it was Polk. It appears that his branch of the family had 
resided in Maryland, in Pennsylvania, in North Carolina, and finally removed to Tennessee. 
Andrew Jackson stated, in IBU, that he had known James K. Polk from his boyhood, and 
that " a citizen more exemplary in his moral deportment, more punctual and exact in busi- 
ness, more energetic and manly in the expression of his opinions, and more patriotic, doea 
not live." 

Mr. Polk's father is stQl alive— he was a larmer, and removed to Tennessee in 1806, when 
James K. was in his eleventh year— it is also said that he acted as a surveyor, and, with his 
family, had to toil hard for a living in the valley of the Duck river, then a wilderness. James 
K. is tne oldest often children— acquired the rudiments of an English and a classical educa- 
tion near his home, and after years of suffering from a very painml complaint, was relieved 
by a surgical operation. He gained high honors at the University of North Carolina— was 
assiduous, persevering, and regular in his attendance — a good mathematical and classical 
scholar. In 1819, he began to study the law with the celebrated Felix Grimdy, of Nashville, 
was admitted as a lawyer of Tennesiiee in 1820, and was well employed in his line. He 
served as clerk to the Tennessee legislature, was next a member for Maury, his place of 
residence, and in 1825, in his 30th year, elected to Congress. If he was opposed to a national 
bank, he kept his opinions to himself, lor the first two years in which he sat in Congress, but 
after Van Buren went to Washington as secretary, to wit, in August, 1829, he began to give 
the Tennesseans some hints about " the monster." Upwards of twenty years since, he mar- 
ried the daughter of Joel Childers, a merchant of Rutherford countv, Tenn., and who had kept 
a hotel and boarding-house in Norfolk, Va. Mrs. Polk has no children — is said to be unos- 
tentatious, quiet, domestic, and religious — not fond of sliow, dancing, dissipation, and late 
hours. Mr. Polk, Mr. Buchanan, and, if I mistake not, Mr. Bancroft, are named as staid 
Presbyterians, like Silas Wright It is greatly to Mr. Polk's credit that he has the reputation 
of being no duellist, no gambler, but a steady opponent to speculation. He was fourteen vears 
in Congress, and two or three of these years Speaker, having been chosen in Dec, 1835, and 
in Sept., 1837. No more thorough going party man can be found than Polk — he is veiy 
inJustrious. and while on the floor of Congress is reported never to have missed a vote. Aa 
he received a vote of thanks at the dose of the session of 1837, for his impartiality as Speaker, 
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In August, 1836, the banks had about 40 miUions, without interest — ^in Aprfl, 
about 32 miilioos. Of these J2 millions, the Union Bank of Tennessee had 
$480,916— Commonwealth Bank, Boston, $1,009,731— Manhattan Bank, N. Y.^ 
$3,6)2,791— Bank of America, ^^Y., $3,70«,7 14— Mechanics' Bank, N.Y., 
$3,816,261 — Commercial Bank, Cincinnati, $395,135, and its agency at St. 
Louis, Mo., $1,471,157— Girard Bank, Philadelphia, $2,540,910 — Branch 
Bank of Alabama, Mobile, $1,694,464 — Planters' Bank of Mississippi, Natchez, 
$2,649,596— Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, Detroit, $702,3b0— Bank of 
Michigan, $960,364. The influence for Van Buren's election, exercised by the 
state pet banks and the national pet banks, the contracts, the 60,000 federal 
offices, the millions of stock thrown into the market as bribes to partisans, by 
the N. Y. Legislature, the land sales made to suit favorites, the cusiom houses, 
the post offices, and the state offices and influence going the same way with the 
federal — these powers, added to the betting, gambling, and electioneering, with 
the men who hoped to get offices, get contracts, get some advantage or other, 
through Van Buren,^surely turned the scale, and with the 777 presses in his 
favor, made him president. His skill lay in marshalling the powers of intrigue, 
corruption, and intimidation, and he succeeded. In Feb., 1834, the deposites 
were only 1 1^ millions, of which five millions were in three N.Y. banks. The 
25 pets had, at this time, more public money free of interest, than they had bills 
in circulation. The Tradesmen's, Union, and Lawrence's N. Y. State banks, 
were made pets in August, 1836 — and we find the Globe by Blair, some years 
•fler, complaining that « MORE THAN 48 MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 
HAD BEEN LOST BY THE BANK DEFAULTERS" during the war of 
1812. Did not Polk and Van Buren know that just as well in 1834 as in 1840 r^ 

I infer that he has a great command of temper. He is a ready debater, makes long and 
animated speeches, and was a h^trd working legislator. It is stated that he is about 5 feet 7 
inches in neight, thai his countenance bears the impress of anxiety and care, that his 
vdce is unmusical but strong, and that he is clear-headed, firm, an attentive listener, and 
possessed of a good share of common sense. Some say his face is repulsive, others that it is 
interesting, ana that in feeling and manner he is kind and courteous. Such is his piety, that 
Governor Branch reports that during the four years he was at college, he (Polk) never 
missed prayers. 

♦ B. F. Butler, in one of his secret epistles to Jesse Ho>'t, about the removal of the deposites, 
dated Feb. 24th, 1834, has this remark, that " As for supposing that Newbold, George Gnswold, 
Stephen Whitney, or any of the old federal commercial men, were with as on this occafdon, 
for any other i-ea-son than because they found it for their interest to go with us, I never for one 
single instant had such an unwarrantable idea." p. 171. 

In a letter to James G. King, dated New York, Sept. 9, 1840, George Griswold has these 
remarks : " I never took any part with the officers or agents of the government, in counselling, 

advising, or recommending tne removal of the deposites In October, 1836, when Ac 

banks were su tfering under the operation of the distribution law, and were on the point of 
suspending specie pav-ments. and in the opinion of those who knew all the facts, WOULD 
HAVE SUSPENDED IN LESS THAN ONE WEEK, if not relieved, I did go to Wash- 
ington, and, with the aid of others, prevailed on the secretary to postpone the payment of drafts 
on this city, and in other ways relieved the banks from a call for more than a million of 
sjjecie, S^O J,000 of which was payable in ten days ; enabling them to continue specie pay- 
ments, and increase their loans to merchants." 

It thus anpcars that the banks were just as ready to break in Oct. 1836, as in May, 1837. 
That woula nave interfered somewhat with Van Buren's election, and rendered it necessary 
for General Jackson to make very material alteratioas in his farewell address next March. 

Van Buren called a s}>ecial niVeting of Congress in the fall of 1^7, and gave indulgence 
to the broken banks and mercantile defaulters — that is, to the British and other foreign traders 
and manufacturers, and to the bank of England, at the expense of the American people and 
iheir interests. 

In Woodbury's report, accompanying the president's message, and dated 5th Sept., 1837, he 
said that with regarcf to the pet banks, their specie, as compared to their circulation, was nearly 
as great in May, 1837, when they stopt, as in Nov. li»6, when they went on— that their 
immediate means, as compared with their immediate liabilities, was as one to two and a half, 



MAROY's ICO&TOAOe ll88SAd8« ld& 

The publlo balances in banks, Jan. 1, 1837, were $45,968,523— -on the 1st of 
Jan., 1838, it was estimated that the balance was $34,187,143, but of that sum 
Van Buren computed that only $1,085,498 were available. 

Perhaps the most artful and dishonest proposition made to the Legislature of 
N.Y. in 1834, was by Goveruor Marcy, on the 2f4th of March, to lend the 
banks five or six millions ; borrow the money on a mortgage of all the property 
in the state, by the issue of state due bills ; and, if necessary j charter a ten mil- 
lion bank in the city of N.Y. The pretext for doing this was, that the U. S. 
Bank was harassing the state institutions.* Of course this was untrue, and he 

and as this was greater than the usual ratio in the best of times with banks having large 
deposites, he assured Congress that their failure was not generally anticipated. 

He admitted that the banks failed without cause, to make gain at the public expense, ma the 
40 millions due to the nation. As to the merchants' bonds for duties of which they had got 
six months credit through a bad law, and realized and sent the cash to England and France, 
long before that term expired, to help foreign trade at the expense of American credit ana 
currency, he said that Van Buren, without any law, had given them a further credit from 
May to Sept, less or more (that they might be enabled to export the more specie). The govern- 
ment was bankrupt — ^it had nominally many millions, but Van Buren and Polk's treasuiy 
banks had clutched the whole and held, on with a death grip. The banks had given security, 
so Woodbury affirms— so the Globe boasted when Calhoun doubted their solvency — then they 
could be insured for a half per cent. ! 

The government should have borrowed ten, twelve, fourteen millions of dollars, or whatever 
sum in hard specie woukl have saved it (rom the deep disgrace of offering its creditors orders 
on broken bauKs in payment of lawful debts, on contract or otherwise, which it knew would 
be paid, if paid at all, m a currency from 6 to 16 per cent, below real money, which diflerence 
they would divide as' plunder, while the honest debtor was cheated and the government 
disgraced. 

It appears that while the revenue was raised from the pajrments of many merchants, those of 
them who had to borrow had oflen to pay two per cent, a month, while the banks and brokers 
had the use of 30 to 40 millions without interest. Some years afo the Alb. D. Advertiser 
said that '' the Mechanics' Bank, N. Y., recently ibund that more than a million of dollars (^ 
its funds had been most illegitimately used." The Alb. Argus remarks on this, that it must 
refer to traasactions of 1837, just before the banks became bankrupt, and that if it were so, it 
showed " that at a time when the bank had perhaps two millions or the public money, instead 
of granting proper accommodations to the regular business of the city, more than a million of 
dollars haA been used, probably, either in loans to speculators, or to brokers, who shaved the 
notes of merchants at 2 and 3 per cent, per month." 

♦ At this time, Van Buren, through the Argus, exclaimed (Feb. 17), " Let that man, or that 
newspaper, which attempts to disturb the public confidence in the banks, or in the merchants, 
be marked as an enemy, and treated as such." Such was their reckless course, that the 
whole of the sixty-nine Safety Fund Banks, had only two millions of dollars on the 4th of ' 
March, to meet nearly thirty-'five millions of debts, over thirty of which were due on demand. 
Is it not clear that they were mere machines to do the executive will 1 Could not the servile 
Tanev, at the nod of his superiors, have broke them any day in the year 1 TTiey had not 
one dollar in cash to sixteen of debts ! A Safety Fund indeed ! Well might the Buf&lo 
Commercial exclaim of Marcy and his colleagues, that "To humbug the people, to use the 
power to repay partisan services without regard to fitness for station, to succeed in a stock 
gambling operation, and to make honorable men the innocent means of bolstering up an in- 
solvent bank, seems to be the end and purpose of the several actors. But the masK is re- 
moved, and the disguises stripped off by their own hands." Turn to Stephen Allen's instruc- 
tions to Hoyt, No. 241, page 5H1, for a Tammany Bank of the Safety JFund order; and say 
whether that letter does not strip the mask in right earnest off VanBuren's Receiver General 
of the Sub-Treasury, who had through life assumed the garb of a hard-money democrat? 

Turn next to [No. 3W, page 250,] John Van Buren's letter to Hoyt, dated Saturday, March 
23d, 1834, the day on whicn Marcy wrote and dai^d his mortgage message, which he withheld 
from the legislature till Monday the 24th. May not that message have been of Oloott & 
Co.'s manufacture 1 Van Buren tells that it was got u^ to " charm you Yorkers — Lawrence 
wiU run like the cholera." Lawrence had betrayed his constituents, was deeply versed in 
stock-jobbing, had become rather unpopular, and the message was needed to get him elected 
over Verplanck by any majority at all. If Marcy told John Van Buren on the 23d about his 
message that was to affect the public stocks, so that he might employ Hoyt to buy $25,000 
worth on Monday, and sell out on Monday week, $1,000, or $1,500 richer, through the secret, 
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knew it, but he was the confederate of Hoyt, Alleiii Lawrence, Van Buren, 
Olcott, and the base clique of stock-jobbers who then (as now, 1 fear) controlled 
the monied afiairs of the Union. Eleven or twelve millions of dollars had been 
withdrawn by Taney and Kendall, from the United States Bank and branches, 
and six millions and a half had been, by Jackson' s order, lent to the favorite 
banks of Van Buren, in N. Y., to lend out, but no interest was charged to them. 
They had the use of about $800,000 of other U.S. monies. They had in their 
custody between two and three millions of the funds of the state. They had 
eight and a half millions on deposit for safe keeping by individuals. They owed 
the United States Bank at least a million. They had lent out their capital — lent 
their credit in the form of bank notes, some twelve millions — and also lent the 
above twenty-one millions of borrowed cash — and yet they growled, grumbled, 
and stormed, insomuch that the Bank Junto at Albany and their confederates in 
New York, set Marcy at work to influence the gamblers' or stock market, and 
affect the elections, by a moonshine message or proclamation in which it was 
proposed to mortgage the farms and other pro|)erty through the state for another 
five or six millions, and lend that also to the Safety Fund Banks. It may seem 
incredible, but most true it is that, under these circumstances, did Polk's present 
war secretary present the state with the prospectus of his mortgage. Morris, 
now postmaster at New York, was in the Assembly, hard at work pushing 
through the annual batch of Sandy Hill charters, for the good of the party and 
gain of the initiated. The Dramatis Persons played their parts well. Our 
circuit judge, Edmonds, in the senate, and our postmaster,Morris, in assembly, 
moved the reference of Marcy 's grave suggestions to a joint committee, and with 
Angel, Livingston [C. L.] and two or three dittoes, formed the committee. 

is it not equally probable tnat he gave copies to Olcott, Allen, Bntler. Coming, Croswell, 
Wright, Lawrence, and the other dealers in politics, to enable them to take time by the fore- 
lock 7 Van Buren's message to Hoyt, with his " I fear slocks will rise after Monday," shows 
how a stock-jobbing band of hypocrites, in power, made fortunes ten years ago. Is it not very 
probable that our Attorney General made many thousands, with his friends, by doing with 
nis father's messages when President, as he had with Marcy's when Grovemor 1 Why does 
he curse and blaspheme at Ho)! for not having always s|>are cash to be used in his stock- 
gambling? Was the collectorship bestowed on that unprincipled pnxfligate in order that the 
Van Buren family might be provided for out of Jesse's sub-treasury 1 If I am blameable for 

Srinting these secrets^ as a warning for the convention, pray, Col. Young, is not Marcy a 
lousand times more censurable for telling sUUe secrets^ that oiu* crown lawyers may miake 
fortunes out of them 7 The Aigus and the Evening Post of 1834, like Marcy's me.ssage, tell 
us of privation, bankruptcy, and public distress. As the contractor near Patrick Henry could 
only cry, " money, money, beef, beef," our Attorney General Van Buren could only tHink of 
scrip, stocks, and[ hocus-pocus. If money, gain, avarice, were uppermost in his youthful 
mind, in 1834, how keen must his scent be now aller the dollars ! In 1836 he was borrowing 
of the banks and speculating with Hoyt and Cutting. See page 254. In June, 1836, Thomas 
W. Okott was re-elected President of the Mechanics' and Farmers' Bank, Albany; Elbert 
Olcott was its cashier, C. E. Dudley its Vice President. On the 5th of June, 1837, this bank 
which had got two millions of the deposites to use jtuiiriouslij before the Presidential election^ 
but had found it profitable to stop payment, made J. Van Buren a director, and, I think, its 
Attorney. " Revelations had recently come to light," said Mr. Wells of N. Y., in the Assem- 
bly, at Albany, Feb. 25, 1846, '' which let us into a side view of the piety, finance, and politi- 
cal Urickery of the Regency ; and could the curtain be entirely liAed, a sight would be witness- 
ed which would increase a hundred fold the abhorrence with which the people now view 
Albany and Albany influence. He would kill the Argus in its old age as he would strangle 
the Atlas in its birth." 

I don't like these state loans and national loans to individuals and chartered concema 
They are another word for gifts; the country rarely sees its cash again. " Of all creditors, 
the State is the unluckiest." Grood security and regular instalments to be paid with interest; 
no loss to fall upon the public. It reads very well, but has a false quarter. If the security is 
good there are lenders enough, without taxing the million to enable the party uppermost to 
accommodate their friends, or John Van Boien's, or to earn their thooaands by future Man^ 
messages and mortgages. 
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When I read* Colonel Young^s strictures on my pablication, wherein Attorney 
Creneral Van Bureaus improper conduct in this mortgage business is partly 
uncloaked, I confess 1 felt some surprise, but the following correspondence 
since published fully explains everything. The palrioi who, while he was 

* Colonel Samurl Youvo has some valuable qualities ; and if he is not what I could wish, 
and what I once believed him to he, let it nut be furgotten that the Paternuster asks heaven to 
preserve erring humanity from temptation ; and, thai Samuel Young has, fi>r about as long a 
period as the Israelites took to traverse the wilderness, on their wav to Canaan, tlie Oregon of 
their time, been a placeman and a politician breathing the mephiiic atmosphere of Albany. 
He has been an effective and practical friend of education, and has not tor some five and 
twenty years voted for special chartered banks. He would have been supported by Wriglit, 
and elected Senator in Congress in place of the polite and pliant Dix, had not a lear of his 
anti-slavery principles, which might have marreu the Texnn annexation, interfered. While 
Wright and Van Buren, with Webb, Marcy, Croswell, Jones of N. Y. and others, were 
actively employed in discouraging the propoKiiion for a state convention to amend the constitu* 
tion of 1821, Young came boldly forward m the foremost rank of its advocates. Wheilier his 
good qualities are shaded over with failings and inconsistencies, which his acknowledged 
abilities and great energy of character scarce atone for, I am not perhaps in a position to form 
a correct judgment. 

Colonel S. Young states that his ancestors, (how for back, or whether on the father or mother's 
side, or on both?) were from Ireland. In his youth, I am told, he was employed in liEinning 
work, which, like W. H. Crawford, he exchanged tor the law. In the August term of IH07, 
he was admiued an Attorney of the Supreme Court of this State— and, being favorable to the 
then administration, the council of appointment, [CiintonianJ in March, IHO^), appointetl him 
a jostice of the peace for Ballston, in Saratoga county, with John W. Taylor. On the same 
month, Van Buren was presented with the office of Surrogate of Columbia. Young was thus, at 
one and the same time, an attorney to plead, and a judge in the primary court of his town, a 
union of offices not to be commended, any more than Van Buren's Attorney-generalship, 
united with a seat on the bench of the Court of Errors, and the legal practice ol a counsellor, 
pleading for hire before his own court. 

On the 2&th of Sept. 1814, a legislature, friendly to Madison's administration, and a vigorous 
prosecution of the war with England, met at Albany; and the Assembly chose Samuel Young 
for speaker, and Aaron Clark, since Mayor of N. Y., their clerk. Young was first chosen, in 
1812, as a 'republican' member of the Assembly, for Saratoga, and gave a firm support to the 
contest, voting for Madisonian electors and against Clinton. Lately, in Senate, he said, that 
when he entered public lite he had a flourishing law business, with four students, two of 
whom had become distinguished judges of the State; and that he had made no more by his 
pablic services than he would have done if he had refused office. He was the steady friend of 
Tooipkins, supported Clinton for Governor in 1817, and turned against him when Van 
Buren did. 

In 1819, Col. S. Young was a candidate for the office of U. S. Senator, and received the 
support of Van Buren, who well knew that he would not be elected. Both of them avowed 
their opposition to Rufus King, the Senator whose term was about to expire, whom their 
nresses denounced as a federalist, though Van Buren or his friends had elected nim in 1813. 
Next year, (18*20,^ Van Buren and Marcy wrote a pamphlet in favor of King— Young disap- 
peared as a candiuate, wheeled into line with Roger Skinner, Benj. Butler, Yates, Van Buren and 
Marcy, and assisted to elect King for anoJier six }[ears: and at the next vacancy, Van Buren, 
through the caucus system, and the aid of King's friends, was sent to accompany King, in the 
Senate, at Washington. 

At the State Convention, 1831, Young, whom Hammond calls an upright, faithful man, 
opposed the idea of giving the black population votes for governor, senators, assemblymen, 
&c., because they were ignorant, and therefore unfit to judge of the conduct or character of 
public men, a de|^raded race, and, as yet, incapable of worthily exercising the duties which an 
elector is in duty bound to discharge for the conunon welfare. He opposed, in 18*21, the elec- 
tion by the people of their justices of the peace, and mayors of cities, but supported with ability 
against Van Buren, the present system of universal suarage. In 182G, when Clinton brought 
these great measures again before the people, Young suppoiled both. Young and Van Buren 
now excuse their opposition in 1881 to several popular amendments, by saying that they were 
proposed to induce the people to reject the whole constitution, as amended. Why then did the 
pirty of Van Buren ana Young then oppose the common sense proposition of Judge Kent and 
be Witt Clinton to allow the people to vote on the amendmenui separately, and refuse or 
accept according to the deliberate sentiment of the community? Even now, the question of 
giving the unchecked rights of an elector to a man who can neither read nor write — who is 
unable to sign his own name, or pronounce the letters of the alphabet from a book— to a man 
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eeekiog the public approbation by the most ultra denunciations of what he called 
a corrupt system, stood a steady beggar at every new bank door to SOLICIT a 
share of the ^^ unclean drippings," was not likely to favor such exposes as mine. 
If it was Van Buren and Butler's turn to-day, it might be his own to-morrow. 

who cannot read either our laws or oonsdtation*— who sees in the recorded voles of cop^icm 
men, in print, onhr such scratches as a hen and chickens might have imprinted with theu' Ibet 
on the joomai beiore him — is a very grave and serious one— whether the man's skin is white 
or black, or his biith-plaoe, Africa, the Carolinas, Ireland, Germany, or Long Island. We 
want eood government Will ignorance, and thej)reiadices inherent to such a state, turn the 
scale in our elections, and secure that blessing? On tne contrary, is there not a more than 
semblance of gambling and hazard given to me system which accepts Tom*s mark at SI, he 
being incapable of writing, and refuses Dick's signature at 20, though educated like a Clinton, 
Calhoun, or Jefferson? 
Col. Young addressed a letter to Hon. Jesse Clark, dated Ballston, Sept 39, 1894, as follows: 

**J)ttx Str^I have received youra of the 90th tauL, in which yon Isqulre wbelhcr mf opinkM fa refcnncs t» 
the «*lwtOf«l law hie ehsojfed. * 

** Since the flnt atfitation of the qacstlon at the last election, T hnve uniformly entertained and eipreaaed aa ft- 
Blon in favor of traiiaferriitg the choice of Pni^ldeiitial elcctnra from the leKialaiure to the ballot bokw. 1 hawes- 
tertAlaed and exprewed this o^iitiion, nnt only liecau« 1 believe that Mich a law would bs comet ia priuclple, but 
because I wa« Miisfied that it was called for by public wBtioieni. 

** 1 have, wiihin the last five or six weeks, receivisd many letten fmm various parts of the slate, makfaif the 
same inquiry as yours, and snroe of iheiu ai»kin|[ my opinion in reference lo the candidates for the pn^aideacj. I 
have no objection that my seotimenis on all political subjects should be known ; but 1 have fait great ralacuaee 
to be the orKaii of their publicity. 

**The m<tny prewslng solicitations, however, which I had received, Induced me elfht or tea days alaee, to write 
alaiior to Edward Hudson, Esi]., member of Assembly ftom Madison county. In answer to one fhin hm, ia 
which I suie my opinion as above on the clectnriil law, and ain thai I prefer Mr. Clay amoaf tha pwwldaatlal 
eandldsies, and Kkving in shon my reasons for this preference. I have auihorisad him lo make such use of mf 
I ever as he may deem proper, and of course 1 expect he will procure Its publication. 

*' I am, sir, with sentiinentB of respect and friendship, yours, dto. SAMUEL TOUK6.** 

On the 39th of Oct 1827, an American system county convention was held at Ballston, near 
Young's residence, of which he was a member, and cfaiainnan of its coiresponding conunitlee. 
This Convention adopted an address unanimously, in which Adams and Clay's administratioQ 
was highly lauded for its friendship toward domestic manufactures and internal improvements. 
"The Administration [Adams'] encourages with equal and impartial protection, the great 
"interests of the North and the South. The opposition strive to trample under foot the interests 
"of Ute North, and limit their encouragement to the productions of southern states and slave 
"labor— pampering the pride and aristocracy of southern Nabobs, and preferring the prosper- 
"ity of old England and Scotland, to that of New England and the other free iiitates/' The 
Albany Argus spoke of this convention approvingly. 

Late discussions at Albany have discovered to tne imblic more of Young's real character 
than was generally known before, by a revelation of facts tor which I dare say most people 
who had heard his denunciations of bank and canal corruption were unprepared. So far from 
being a pure man himself, he, the terror of corrupt bankers, trafficking brokers, and bribed, 
corrupt le^slators— he, whose high sense of honour in refusing to sit with Van Buren's pro- 
fligate confederates. Senators Bishop and Kemble, good men admired and respected— aad 
dabbled in the stock of some ten or twelve of the privileged banks of the state; taken his 
share of the spoils like Croswell, Maroy, Olcott ana CcK'ning; and bought and sold many 
thousands of dollars worth, with all the keenness of a veteran Wall street stock-jobber. 
Young's exclamations of horror at the wickedness of bank craft, taken in this view, remind 
one very fbrcibly of the pious Butler lashing most vigorously the "greedy speculators and arro- 
gant monied aristocracies of the state," through the Sandy Hill Times [p. 160], said Butler 
occupying, at the same moment, the President%i chair of perhaps the most infamous of these 
'arrogant^ concerns that Van Buren had chartered. The cry of 'stop thief by a culprit 
has ofiener than once saved the guilty, and the exclamation of 'mad dog* condemned the 
innocent. 

Colonel Young has not voted for a bank charter since 1822 or 1823. He hokis, or has held 
a large amount of stock, in the following banks, namely the Watervliet bank—Seneca county 
bank— City Bank, Albany— Saratoga county bank— Herkimer county bank— Rochester 
bank— Commercial Bank of Oswego— Steuben county bank— Utica bank — Lockpoit bank. 

It is possible that be may have had an interest at Sandy Hill or Buffalo in 1819. It appears 
that he has voted ibr all sorts of corrupt charters— has held on to lucrative offices until he has 
thereby acquired a large fortune — has speculated in lands, in legislation, in scrip, in every 
thing — and now comes forward, late in life, to act the part of Cato, the censor, with a view, as 
some say, to tiie occupancy of the seat now filled by Suas Wright Methinks the discussions 
of this session of the legislature have destroyed his chance of that promotion, among the honest, 
pure minded, and patriotic electors. Such men as Butler, Van bnren, ana their unexpected 
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My Lives of Hoyt and Butler, the State Printiiig, and the Texas slave ques- 
tion, are working miracles at Aibany. Like the diving bell to a wrecked £ast 
Indiaman, they are bringing to light the works of other days. The knaves' 
league is broken ; the old regency are uncloaking each other. Croswell, in a late 
ArgaSy publishes the following note, addressed to Lyman Coveli, Esq. , and dated, 

O*" Ballsto.v, lOth Ma J, 1833. Dear Sir: Without the pleasure of a personal acsquaint- 
fir dQ<^i Pvfinit mz to take the liberty to soUcU you to subscribe, in my name, for stock in the 
f:^ Caamaag Oana) Bank to the amount of $2500. I wish to make a permanent investment 
i:> in the Bank to that amount ; and it has been suggested to me, by a mutual friend of ours. 
1^ that you would Drobably be willing to do the kind office of making the application to the 
f^ commissioners tor me. Should you consent to do this, A. B. Dickinson, Esq., will han<\ 
X^ you the money for the subscription deposit. Yours, &c. S. VOUNG. 

*< F. S. I have added a warrant of attorney on the next page. 

" I hereby authorize Lyman Ck)vell, Esq., for me and in my name to subscribe for shares of 
stock in the Chemung Canal Bank, amounting to two thousand five hundred doUan. 

8. YOUNG." 

The Arguses correspondent writes Croswell, that ^^ Mr. ovell did the ' kind 
office' as solicited by Col. Young, Mr. A. B. DickiM^n furnishing the money for 

apologist in the Senate, will, it is fondly hoped, surely find that they have undervalued the 
sagacity and morality of modem N. Y. 

In 183^, Young was chairman of the Herkimer cunvention, which nominated to &e people 
as a patriot governor, the cunning and corrupt W. L. Marcy. On the same year he published 
a pamphlet against the U. S. Bank, and in 1835 ([see Argus, Mav 11) signed an addxess of the 
members of the legislature to their constituents, in which Van Buren*s Safety Fund is called 
an improvement— that that system and its vigilant commissioners had protected the banks, 
some of which would have failed else during the panic caused, they tell us, Dy the U. S. Bank— 
and thai the fund would soon be aa laige as to protect the people, in case the l08s«*s were not 
very wide spread, which was not expected. He voted same year to allow everybody to set up 
a bank, but against the bill of 1839, which modified the restraining act. [See page 174 to 
pag3 1^.] Hammond thinks that the excellent bill to give every school distnct a public 
library, would have been lost but for S. Young and L. BeardBley's efforts in its favor. In 1831», 
Young and Spraker were the minority opposing a repeal of the law prohibiting bank notcb 
under $5. 

In his Finance Report of 1839, he tells us that the bank note issues of the privileged corpiv 
rations form a ** stupendous system of fraud, falsehood, crime and suffering^" and 8a3rs much 
more to their injury — yet it appears he has been a very active builder of the system. His 
conduct and his language are strangely inconsistent. 

In 1813, in a bill to incorporate Thomas Storms, &c., with $600,000 capital, as a manafao- 
turing company. Young moved to make the capital two millions, but could not carry it— Van 
Rensselaer moved to allow the corporation to do BANKING business ; and when anothcr 
membsr proposed to strike out banking, Young voted to retain it ! In 1814, a bill to allow 
the Merchants' Bank, Albany, a charter, for the city only, was attempted to be improved by 
Youn^, who moved to give them power to bank also at Balbton Spa. Its charter was to be 
a million, and Young voted for a motion to oblige it to lend $2iOO,000 to manufacturers. 
That same year an effort was made to incorporate the N. A. Mining and Coal Company, as 
a bank, ana for this also did Young vote. So say his brother senators, for I have not 
specially referred to the journal. He voted against tne bill in 1818. 

In 1818, the New York Franklin Bank charter was carried forward by Young's lote one 
step, yeas 13, nays 13, but at the final passage of the bill he voted against it. The Assembly 
rejected and sent it back to the Senate, and men sent for it again, and Young, though he had 
professed to oppose it, voted to send U back to them, but Van Buren dodged. Young supported, 
by his votes, the Chenango Bank, as did Van Buren's brother-in-law and state printer ; but 
Van Buren himself dodged the last vote, as he knew the bill could be carried without him, 
others assuming the responsibility. Young dodged the two final votes on the Cherry Valley 
Bank, Van Buren remaining both times as a nay, there being enough to carnr it without 
him. including, of course, hSs brother-in-law, Cantine, with the yeas. In 1821, Young voted 
for the North River Bank charter. When, in 1818, it was proposed to enact, that if a person 
should ask payment of its notes from a bank, and it were to refuse, it should be liable to pay 
interest on said notes from the date of its refusal, with costs of suit, Bowne, Van Buren, 
Young, Tibbets, and Roger Skinner voted NO ! 

One of the corrupt banks ef 1836 was the Watervliet, presided over by an Olcott, who dis- 
ai^)eared. Young, while denouncing the system, took ^,000 stock, and lost it His condna 
in this was like John Randolph's, who, alter doing his utmost against the U. S. Bank charter, 
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the subscriptions and deposits, Col. Yoang being the fifth apfdicant on the list, 
but the Colonel's application was not granted, by the board of commiasioners, as 
appears by the printed statement at the time.'' Croswell sees nothing wroc^ 
in thus collecting his old friend's private, personal letters, and publishing thenn 
to hb injury. How can he reconcile this with his abuse of me last Sept. 
and Oct. ? 
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Col. Polk was one of the original supporters of Jackson— and profei 
hostility to a high tariff for protection, to a- national bank, to distributing a surplus 
of U. S. revenue monies among the states, and to internal improvements made 
with funds at the disposal of Congress. He is said to be friendly to an 
amendment of the constitution so that the people themselves might directly elect 
their presidents, and to the one term principle. He was warm in favor of Texan 
annexation, with slavery ^ and the slaveholding interest of the south believe that 

took shares, and explained his conduct thus— (hat, if there were to be classes of slaves and 
nutfters, he woiUd be foand in the master class if he could. Yet it is to be inlerrcd, that 
Young's legislation and genera) conduct would be somewhat affected by the heavy capital he 
had invested in support of a system he publicly condemned. His anxiet)r to remove the 
Usury Law may have arisen partly irom a desire to withdraw his means lh>m banks, and 
lend them to fanners at a high rate of interest, upon mortgage. He purchased stock, at 5 
per cent premium, in the Oswego bank. It failed. The lobby agents of that very equivocal 
concern, the Seneca County Bank, says Senator Clark, awarded Young $2,500 of its stock. 
Did he sell out, or how 1 He had SX)0 shares awarded him of the old Rochester Bank, worth 
$10,000, if at $50 a share. In th? Saratoga (Waterford) Bank he had $5,000, his wife's pro- 
perty, at her control, and bought at 12 per cent, premium. This was sold out^ in part or the 
whole, at 54 premium. He took $3,000 stock in the Lockport Bank— it broke down— he soid 
his stock at 80 per cent, discount, and voted to repeal the charter. He was not a borrower in 
banks, but a real banker— and when the banks stopt payment in 1836, be was manly enough 
to suind alone in the Senate, and record his vote against Marcv and the Van Buren clioue, 
who were for giving their knavery a legislative protection. Yet, from 18 13 to 1822, wnile 
he was voting for pet cliarters, when from party applicants, he had the suspension of 181^ 
and the warning of Clinton, Tompkins, and the fathers of democracy daily before his eyes, 
but heeded them not 

Y'oung now owns $5,000 in the City Bank, Albany, and laige amounts in the Utica, and in 
three or four others. His connection with such a person as Halsey Rogers, whose name 
occupies no veiy high place in the code of bank morality, is a^nst him. So also is his vote 
in favor of giving to a new incumbent the office of sute pnnter, which the patxons of his 
favorite have so long and so shamefuUv abused. The adherents of Walker, Polk, Croswell 
and Marcy, fearing that Cassidy's backers might be opposed to their declaration of depend- 
ence, are united in putting down the corrupt machinery they can no longer control. 

On the 26th of May, 1833, Col. Y. defined his position in Uie Albany AUas, in these words: 

*' The Democraiic P»ny, wiUi Mr. Van Bircii at ttn head, wsa nverwhelmecl and mbmafMi by tlw ting aoos 
** rilMldry, ihf lof-f abin iiittmiuery, and the hnrdcidrr debnuehery of 1840: <iiid beli«vtQf hit c> unt* tuliavc binii 
^ c-rrecl and hb prineiplei situtid, nnd Mmict|iaiin|[ n p(>lldcal rMurrection, I have Binc« tnat period boprd tlst 
** he would itof be* left at th« bi>tb«ni, but would riae wilh ihe party fr m undrr the foul maM of whiK rubbiiti 
''and itpfM-obrlam. When aaked my ol>iuiot^ I have unlfoniily expressed mv rrereft-nee fbr Mr. Van Bi'aeir as 
<* ia« oeiS Ffritdaniisl candidate : aod in my ciUipation no mail caa be finuul bsticr qoalillad fur tlif oOce 
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lliey have ia him a steady friend. He professed to be friendly to equal rights 
for adopted eitizens ;* bat /Ao/, like some others of his previous opinions, may 
hare been held temporarily. He was pledged at Baltimore, befott Ms eieciianj 
to hold to the whole of Oregon, but he offered England afterwards to deduct 
firom that whole 54 degrees of N. latitude. In Dec, 1827, he was placed on 
the committee of roreis^n affairs in the House of Representatives, and five yean 
thereafter (Dec, 1832), judiciously chosen by the Van fiuren pet bank and land 
jobbing interest as their leading advocate on the committee of ways and mekns. 
At that session, the directors of the U. S. Bank were examined on oath by that 
committee, and Verplanck, their chairman, presented a majority report. Mar. 1 , 
1833, with a resolve, " That the government deposites may, in the opinion of 
this House, be safely continued in the Bank of the U. S." Polk presented a 
coanter report from the minority, but all the members save 46, voted for Ver- 
pldnck's resolution, in the teeth of which, Duane, six months after, was ex- 
pected to have removed the public monies to peculiar institutions more ^vored 
by those in power. Of the 46 were W. G. Angel, S. Beardsley, Joseph Bouck, 
IMichael Hoffman, Henry Horn, Henry Hubbard, John Y. Mason, C. P. White, 
and J. K. Polk. 

* A bill taMi been sent ti> the H. of B. flom the Senate, for snntiiiff a township of land tr> a body of poor 
exll«s flmm Polandt where they hal ftruggted for flreedom. Oa the :iOth of June, 1834. last day or lOttloa, 
Fittckney moved to lay U oa the table, that la. to tru$h It. Amona the yea« weie James K. Polk, hli Attorney 
Oenenl, John T. Maaon, hii P. M. C Cave Johnson, with 8. Beardsley, whom J. V. Buren rfdicoles. The 
aauwrat Nicholaa, had he had a vote, woold have been oa the same side. Among the noes were J. d. Adama, 
E. Bveret^ M. nUmon, R. H. OUlett, Dndley Seldeo, Aaron Ward, and C. 0. Cauibreleng. White and Law- 
lence did not vote. 

t Mic^ABi. Hoprv4N of Herkimer, who la Indebted to his firtend Jamea K. Polk, for the Influential oAea, I 
nay say sinecnre, of Naval Ofllcer of the Port of New Yinrk ; a berth, which, like the RuMSian «mbu»»f. haa 
been long useful to the executive aa a meana of rewarding political aervlcea, without reference in the perfonn- 
ance of any particular duties ; Is now (kr edvaaeed In yeara. Hla place haa been worth* In feea, finea. aabtry 
and perquisites, over $16,000 a year, aa waa the 8nrv«yor*a aitnatloUf now held by Purdy, but it la poaallde that 
a bill before Congreas may effect a redaction. Yet It la truly narveltons how easily official people, in the chief 
altnatloos, contrive to give a sort of myatlcal Interpretation to law* appareaily plain and alniple-^lbelr object 
while In, ia U) fill their pocketa— and Woodbury, Swartwoot, Van Buren, Uoyt, 4bc. are proofs that no prufee- 
alon of ultm demncmcy can ensure an eflbctlve check on official profliffacy. I preaume that It la well uader- 
atood that Hoffman holda on, conditioned that be ahall devote hla poliacai talenta and experience to the food 
of the Regency leaders, whose democracy conaiata in buying over aad retaining prominent political men. through 
* the apoils.* boantlAilly divided amonfiii them for their aervieea In deceiving and deluding a people wbts If 
themaelves believe In the doctrlnea of Thomaa Jefl^raon, have too often followed In the fooutepa of certain 
art/hi and deatgning pnllUclan# who donoC 

Judge Huffman ia a lawyer, bv traile a politician, haa the roputation of being very atrict on " conatitntkNial 
queations **— very clever in getting them op—always looking In the direction of ultra-democracy— -ever rowing 
his boat towards Place, Power, and Official Plunder. For two years he waa a diatrict attorney; and for 
four h« dispensed Bnstish law aa a anbstitute for American Justice in the capacity of first judge of the County 
of Herkimer. An additional Canal Comnuaaioner waa »aid to bt wanted, just In time to secure to Judge Hoff- 
man, for two years, a seat at the canal board, with a handsome lacome. 'Ilie aflairs of the nation raqntred 
to be aet to rights, and Congress could not get CA« JVeoyC/) properly regulated without at ii-ast one Admiral ; la 
due time, therefore, * the party * aent Judge HofRnan fur aix or eight years, to the House of Representativea, 
in the pure and moral atmosphere of Waahlngtoa, where eight dollam par day, with mileage konekif meaanred, 
DaUoM foihion, Illieral oreaenu voted fVom Jonnthao^a ISxchequer, by patrlota, to themaelvea, and aeerat 
promises, of office thereafter, if they vote right, haa reconciled many a hot reformer to the diaeipllne of a party 
leader. HU recorded votes CAea, preaent a droll contraat when taken into view with hla vast anxiety luno for a 
atate convention, te affitrd more checks on our money-borrowing, aafety-Hind-baak chartering ml^}oritiea, for 
biith of which, when at Albany, he enierteloed, aa he aald, a truly virtuous abhorrence. 

The nation, through Congress, In 1816. cold to the United Siatea Bank, the riobt to become the Treaanry 
of the Union for twenty years— took $1,500,000 in caah fh>m atockholdera, la payment for this privil ege a nd 
the Supreme Court Judges of the Union declarad the traaaactkMi to be constitutional ; whether it waa no or not, 
nothing could be a greater violation of the public fkith than te lake the U. S. Bank money aa a consideration 
for a privilege, and then lend out the whole national income to a batch of trading politlciana, under the pretext 
of depositing It in the more (Kvored chartered and unchecked banking monopolies of the Van Buren sch<iol for 
better security. In March, 1833, Mr. Polk joined Michael Hoffman and Campbell P. White in negativing Ver- 

$Ianck*a motion that the money of the nation waa aafe in the Bank of the United Butea. In that same year, 
Ir Huffman might also be found (aa Mordecal M. Noah teld him) liberally parteking of the nnclean drlppinga 
of bank legislation and special charters. Hla county (Herkimer) had te be wuauged by a bank ia Uie hande of 
the foithful. Mr. Hnffinan had one hundrad aharea (say $10,000) apportioned te him, with other 80 abaree te 
his fHend (>)1. Samuel Yonng—lOO mora went to A. Loomla— 100 te A. Minn. M. C, and 100 to Dudley Burwlll. 
*• Under cover (said Noah, in hto Ster of October, 1834,) of charging the U. S. Bank with bribery, the groasest 
cormpUona are carried on In this atate—the very leglalator who votea on a bank bill receivea the aaauranoe of 
pay in advance.'* Honest Michael, It appeara, waa wA foigotten. After doing hla beat te lend forty milliooa of 
the money of the Union to the pet banks of party leaders and gambling bank direciors with no aecurity at all— 
after panaklng liberally of chartered bank atock— after violating the obligation of contracts lo the U. S. Bank, 
and aldlaf in the anti-bank cryof Martin Van Buren and hla deeoy-dncka, who, under the safety (! *) ftind aya- 
IM%chaMnd,(koiiil8ato 1837, buka on the apecial privilege principle, with aome 30 miUiou of aoBinal, 
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Polk could be depended on— ^teveoson wai Speaker, and looking up to 
Jackson for a more lucrative office — ^the latter placed the former at the head of 
the ways and means in Dec, 1833, to oppose the U. 8. Bank and Sub Treaaury, 
and uphold Kendall and the political scheme of the Treaaoiy banks. All this 

tat fkr iMN of real, capital la thU state— «fter tUa, Mr. Hofflnaa lat down la March, 1843, to write to Col. 
YouBi, that he had Just heard of hU efTurt to save one plank from the week of the oooailtatioQ—piilKid kla- 
•elf, Yoaag, LnoaU and othen for taving the ttat* ftuiA belac SewafdiMd talked of feloo debt, baaknipt oom- 
paalea, thi; eorrapt action of the past, the lobhy, the chartered Ubertlea, and their ancleaa coanteU— held on 
with a death grip to * the spoiU ' and the party — fast clatchiog a two yoan' Nciatanhlp of the laadiifiee im 
Michigan, re»ttng for two or three aesalons la the Huoie of Aasembly, at Albaay---aBd haa at length drawn th« 
tlO,0UO to $16,000 a year prise of the Naval Office, la the lucky state lottery of Thomas Ritchie and James K. 
Polk. Who can deny the fact, that the Admiral has acted on the principle of rotation la office 1 Oni of oba 
lat berth he goes tato another, tumbling oat both friends anil foes, when ta his way, but always piping some 
democratic tune, always riding some popular hobby. To-day correanoadlng with Byrdsall ** as Freskleat of 
the association for ConsUioUooal Reform *'— to morrow saacdonlng Gfynhairi removal irou a $IEM slnecafB 
in the Custom Uoose, becanse he was too Calhoaalsh I 

That the Anti-Rent parly complained of real and serioos wrongs la bow admitted by alaoat all riaiwea, bat 
Hoftuan, like Silas Wright, was slow to perceive the pith of their complaints. He voted, ta 1698, with Butler, 
to renew the Mechanics and Farmers' and other unchecked bank charters, but thev could not get eooogh to 
Join them. Van Bnren, Oleott and the party chiefs next year got np the Sataiy Fund Impostore, and played 
Iheh' parts so artfhlly that It took. I think that Unflman voted a^tinst the bill to elect Canal Cr~ 
by the people, and against the bill to destroy the Stata Prison Monopoly. In the dlstributloa of tl 
of his departuient he takes hb cue IhMu WashlngtoUi to suit the party interests. 

When Hoffman entered the C'u^tvm House, it was asserted that the pretended check on the Colleelor, thro' 
the naval office, a very expensive and uselesa (krce, as now and for maay years past performed by veteraa 
actors, (this uinch the Evening Post admito,) wo\ild in hU hands become a real one — but 1 dunbied. The legls- 
Utor who voted as Hoffman did, for George P. Barker to be our Attorney General, after th^ public czpoei»e of the 
Irauds of the Buffiilo City Bank, (saying nothing of his votes In favor of all that Hoffman calls cormpt la the 
session of 1836.) was a meet yoke fellow to Cornelius W. Lawrence, in their ofilcial duties of chacka apoa the 
money operations of the Custom House of New York. 

Mr. Polk showed tbe sincerity of his respect for his Mend Andrew Jacksoa's nMmory and piladpla. hy 
choosing for collector here, a pet-bank president, whose conduct in fiilllng to pay the public cash lo the pitbUc 
creditors, when his bank had been trusted with plenty of it, had disgraoed the goverameat which employed his 
frull concern. He showed eqwU consistency at least, tn seleetlng as our .\aval OOoer, or comptroller, the 
Uolfinan who had voted against M^Jor Davezac's motion In Assembly, for refunding to the old hero, before his 
death, his New Orieans fine and the costt thereof. 

Far be It from me to undervalue a Convention or Hoffinaa*s support of it— the people can chooae tit repre- 
sentatives to It, and check their action, too, if a majority of them should prove indiscreet— but I dislike Evening 
Post homilies on state reform emanating from the Custom House desk of a •10,000 sloecurist, who leaves his 
own department there in as bad a condition as he found it, while he has the power toreador it useful and 9tt^ 
elent for the public service. He had no ear for a specie treasury In 1833-*4, but was ready for the cash system 
In 1838, when there was nothing left to lend except deprectated bank paper. He denounces the expenditures 
on the £rle Canal enlargement, but steadily upholds tne men who proposed that measure. In the great reform 
meeting held In the Capitol, at Albany, Nov. 21, 1843, Mr. Hoffman ** AertUy dared ta trust kmee^f <a wpeak ef 
Exe e n li xie Patrem^e^fer he covJtd never think of the eu^eet withmU exciting feelinge ^fjhe meet intense indigna- 
tion.'* Now, however, that President Polk has discerned his merits, and aivcn him Throop*s old place and ta- 
come, it may be hopwl tbnt nL<« '' intense Indignation " will cool down a iltile; 

Tbe Evening Poit and Plebeian, wlinn Curiis was Collector, declared that the expensive machinery of the 
Naval Office had proved no check at ail on dishone»t Collectors, fkum 1829 and downwards. ThU was per 
feetly true. It is true still. Yet, Including the Naval Officer*s sinecure income, casual expenses, clerics* hire, 
examiners at Washington, and deputies to do the business, it cosU the nation ^60,000 a yeur. 

It has been shown, that in th<t two last months of Mr. Hoyi*s term, entries amounting Ut 963,000 ware stolen 
dally as presented, from the CaHhier's office, before the clerks had seen or entered them on Collector's books-'-lhat 
thedaplicatesof these same entries were just as punctUHliy stolen (iroux the Naval Officer's office before he 
and his clerks had entered them on their record, or check-books, and that, had not an accident caused inquiry, 
and a whig secretary examined into the matter, Jesse Hoyt would have been 963,000 richer by the frauds of 
January and February, 1841, be the thief who be may. I believe, 'that, altliough $63,000 wars in this way all 
but picked from Uncle Sam's pockett in these two months, millions have been lost in the same way »f wAicA 
we haw yet heard nathing, the system remaining the saiu»-Hind if millions of dollars vanished in various 
ways, under Hoyt, Bwartwont, Throop, Coe & Co.. stay not millions more disappear at seme future tisM, which 
the parties will omit to mention t I blame no one—proibss to stupeet no one — but to such games as I have de* 
scribed there roust be a check. How is it now 1 The entry, in duplicate, is handed to a Naval olBce Entry 
clerk, who examines It, another clerk folds it, a third clerk endones IL The endorser hands the entry to the 
Reclfter, whnee duty It Is to enter it on his great book, and he does so, but not till next day, after ten o'clock ; 
and as the bundle of entries of any one day Is not locked up, and many persons have access to the office, 
nothing would be more easy, as far as the Naval Office is coaoerned, than to abstract any two, ten, or more 
entries, according to tbe size and quality of the dally bundle ; and If matters should, at a future time, be made 
to correspond In the Cashler*s office, wholesale fmuds are as easy of accomplishment as it is for mc to tell how 
thev pertormed them In Jesse*s time. The truth Is, the day's record should be completed dxy by day, signed 
by Hoffmin himself, after personal examination, before he leaves the office, and a copy that evening disoatched 
to the U. 8. Treasury. The entry should be recorded on the book, Imuiedtately alter the merchant or his clerk 
hands it In— and this could be done with ease. 

What is the use of two deputies and an Auditor In Hoffman's office 1 Or. if theu are wanted, what is tke nee 
of hm 7 What livhig man, th^ti knows whit has to bs done there, will say that H iffintn should be hired at 
95.000 a year of salary, with perquisites which, even in Hoyt's time, were equal to 910,000 or 9KO0O more, aad 
then other men hired at heavy Incomes, some to loll about ia idleaess and read newspapers, and others to do 
Hoffman's work I Electioneering committees^ pnffs, letters, speeches, and caucuses at and for the benefit of 
the Tammany Hall tavern association, must all be paid for— there is ao real democracy there now— but why call 
upon the United Slates ui pay Hotfuian and Purdy for each work 1 Why seiact or retain as clerks In the Naval 
Office unfit persons, because they are serviceable tools as politicians 1 And why mU ao Tammaay or ita 
chairmanship, with the duties of the sorveyorshlp of the Cnstoois 1 
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he did, with spirit and energy. Let the Democratic Review, in its confessional 
numbers after Van Bnren^s defeat, explain to the millions the results of the ex* 
ertions made in 1834, '5, and '6, by Kendall, Whitney, Van Buren, and J. K. 
Polk. Speaking of Van Buren & Co.^s failure in 1840, the Review says : 

** Nor can we lay our hands on our hearts and say, on honor bright, that it was entirely im- 
desenred on our own part, after all. We had not been— no party could have been— so long in 
power, especially under all the existing circumstances, without having contracted sundry 
sins, both of omission and commission — and with the same certainty that drags the shadow 
after the substance, does an inevitable retribution, to parties as to men, follow every Ibult and 
every folly they arc ever guilty of. One great blunder, indeed, of the Pet Bank experiment, 
entailed a long series of consequences which made it eventually one of the heaviest of the 
weights that bore us down — a measure adopted at the cxpreso rejection of that very one which at a 
later day we so justly hailed with delight, when brought forward under different party auspices. 
We meant well, to be sure, in that mofi»t ill-starred of experiments— and it was at any rate better 
than the alternative of the other side, the re-charter of Mr. Biddle, bit good intent is no excuse, 
to the Inexorable justice of the providence of events, for great political errors, f;;^ And when 
we remember all the practical mischief we did, stimulating the expansion of the currency 
Uirough the distribution of the vast accumulated depositss among the banks— without even a 
chaj^ of interest to them, and at one time an official encouragement to them to apply them 
liberally to the ' relief of the community — when we remember the prophetic wammgs from 
the opposition of the very consequences which indeed were not slow to develope themselves— 
what right have we to complain if we had ourselves to swallow a very bitter dose of retribu- 
tion for our fatal error 1" 

I am persuaded that no impartial, well informed individual can be found who 
would hesitate, after inquiry, to blame Levi Woodbury, Sec. of the Treas., for 
his neglect of duty in the case of* Swartwout, who had embezzled some 
$1,250,000 from the New York Custom House, long before that lazy, or worse 
than lazy, functionary thought fit to announce his knowledge of the delinquency. 
A brief account of S.'s defalcation may be seen by reference to the index of my 
Lives of Hoyt and Butler — and it is worthy of remark that President Polk, 
knowing Woodbury's course in that and other matters, hastened to give him a 
life lease on the bench of the Supreme Court — and followed up that appointment 
by the nomination of the most intolerant lawyer towards citizens by choice, and 
not by chance, that he could find in Pennsylvania, or the Union, to a similar 
high station.! Mr. Polk's clumsy interference with the deposites was the indi- 

* Until 1834, Swartwoat had embezzled bat HtUe of the public numey. When the depoetts were lelied, he 
seems to have taken a leaf oat of Van Rnren's book. On the 15th of NoTember, 1838, Woodbury ivfote io 
Hoyt, hinilng that theclerkH who knew and cnoeealad Swartwoat** mlsoondact, oaght to be removed. I'wo 
days afler, C%dea the cashier, and PbilllM [Noah's relative] the assistant, resigned their sltaatlons. Honut 
iNuah, in his Evening Star, grieved aloud at Swartwout's resignation and French tour. '* There are few mea 
who leave an iniporuint sltudtlon with autre of the public appmbation than Mr. Swartwout*'— «ald Noah. Wood- 
bury was mercifut to poblic pilferers. For example, ** Harris, the receiver at Colambus, Mississippi, was a 
aoiorlons drunkard and defeulter, but kept in office two years, in full knowledge of the department until he 
owed 19160,000. So Wise lells us, ar0ughtA« Oiebe. In August, 1836. Woodbury tells Harris that he la a 
defiulter— again in October— end so on till September, 1836, when the fellow propows to rtHgn after having 
been two and a half years a heavy defaulter ! A Mr. 6. D. Boyd succeeded Harris, and was *' iatempefata,** a 
land sp«cuUtor, like Butler, and rttigiud a defaulter, many thoosaud dollaie in anear, la August, 1637. John 
navls applied next, aa " a warm friend of the adminlstntlon." 

t Polk and the Banks— When Polk reported, In March, 1834, from the majority of his 
committee of Ways and Means, for seizing the revenue, using it to corrupt the banks, influ- 
ence the elections, and uphold " the party," a minority report was presented, on the 4th, by R. 
H. Wilde, Benj. Gorham, and Horace Binney. They remind Congress, that a partnership 
of different corporations for profit and loss, or mutual guaranty, with independent boards of 
direction, was a strange contrivance to secure the stockholder and regulate the currency— that 
Polk, Wright, and Kendall's scheme had been tried and failed, and would fail again— that if 
Polk and his friends were correct in quoting the maxim that " the borrower is servant to the 
lender," the banks borrowing the public money would be slaves to Jackson and his cabinet 
—that if their other maxim. " that he who controls a bank, controls the debtors of the bank" 
held good, the deposites had been placed in banks whom Jackson's advisers intended to con- 
trol, tnrough these slave banks of theirs — that the scheme would derange the currency, which 
is the measure of the value of every man's property, of his contracts, of indemnity for break- 
ing them, and of the public revenue— that a deranged currency makes laws^ verdicts, promi- 
ses and decrees of courts speak the language of deceit and falsehood, gives uaud a premiomi 
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rect cause of the loss to the country of $646,754 paid him, as the cashiers of 
his choice, for bonds. When Polk, Kendall, Van Buren, and LAwrencei united 



and stripe honest labor of its scanty earnings, payine it in worthless or depreciated ra^, un- 
der pretence that they are as good as gold— 4hat doubt and uncertainty wen deeply injuring 
the Dttsiness of the merchant and manufhcturer— that if the U. S. Bank was not to be rechar- 
tered, some better plan ought to be proposed to Conmas, for as to Polk and Wright's net 
scheme, it was the merest delusion, because the ban ks selected, and the vast number that 
would arise like mushrooms, would onl^ promote the disorder. The state banks wanted a 
Iegulato^— a good currency was hopeless if the U. 8. Bank, as a cheek, was removed, and no 
other substituted than the party politician's orders whom drcomstanoes might place at rhe 
head of Uie treasury— that tne bank had been accused of pajring mone^jr toprintersi but, when 
traduced by the executive power, by many presses, and bv speculators in Cfongress, was it not 
the duty oi her directors to appeal to facts, where the public were so deeply interested in the 
result 1— that the framers of tne constitution had provided the Supreme Cfourt for the trial of 
aught done by the bank that was wrong, with the penalty of loss of charter if shown to be for- 
feited, and that the attorney general might prosecute, and the bank be heard in defence before 
the country, which wjuld be a better, more manly course, than continued slander and party 
abuse to mystify the issues, delude the millions, and end in making the fortunes of bad men. 
to the injury and ruin of thousands who would be made to believe that they had been wronged 
by those most deeply interested in the cause of eoual justice. 

The Apostle Paul, had he been on earth, would not have convinced Polk, Wright, Van Bu- 
ren, Butler, Kendall, Whimey, Lawrence, Cambreleng, Tallmadge, Marcy, Taney, and their 
confederates, that anything leas than the use of the public purse— its plunder— <»ula benefit the 
public. The party were not yet ready for the Sub Treasury, and therefore it was that in that 
year, Polk denounced it in the following plain terms : 

" Between the responsUniiiy of a jfuUic receiver and bank ccrporaiUms as banks do exist, and 
** are likely to exist under State authority, the laUer^ upon the grownd of sttfeiff to the public, art to 
'* be prefemd. Batiks, when they are safe, recommend them^lves to the service of ihe Treasury far 
" tAher reasons. The increased facility they possess over individual collectors and recdvers, in 
* < making transfers of public money to distant points, for disbursements, to M^iiet charge to Uidpmh- 
" tic. Indeed, this is a service which individiuHs^ to the extent of our large revenues, cemid not 
" perform. Whilst the deposite is in Bank, the bank may use it, keeping itself at the same time 
" ready to pay when demanded, and it is not withdrawn from the general circulation — as so 
'* much mone;^ hoarded and withdrawn from the use of the community. In the hands of rec e i v e r, 
" they must either hoard it by keeping it locked up in a strong box, or use it at their own risk 
'* in private speculation or trade. This temporary use of money on deposite in a bank, consti- 
'* tutes the only compensation which the bank receives for the risk of keeping it, and for the ser- 
" vice it performs, if receivers be employed, they can perform no other service than to keep the 
" money, and must be paid a compensation from the Treasury." 

Biair, of course, took the same ground in the Globe. He declared " that the Independent 
TYeasiLTy is disorganizing and revolutionary, and subversive of the fundamental principles of 
oar government, and of iis entire practice from 1^8 down to this day; and that it is as palpa- 
ble as the sun that the effect of the scheme would be to bring the public treasury much nearer 
the actual custody and conax>l of the President, and expose it to be plundered by a hundred 
hands, where one under the latn system could not reach it. In such event we should feel that 
the people had just cause for alarm, and ought to give their most watchfkil attention to such an 
effort to enlarge executive power, and put in its hand the means of corruption." 

On the 13th of June, 183^1, the Senate sent for concurrence to the House of Representatives, 
a resolution it had agreed to, in opposition to the treasury banks, that the nublic treasure ought 
to be left with the U. S. Bank ana its branches. Polk moved to give it the f^by. Yeas, Joel 

B. Sutherland, R, H. Gillet, J. Cramer, A. Vanderpoel, H. Hubbaid, Polk, Cambreleng 
White, &c. Nays, J. CL Adams, Dixon H. Leuis, Dudley Selden, H. A. Wise, W. Slade! 
M. Pilhnore, E. Everett, Levi Lincoln- &c. Where was Collector Lawrence 7 ' 

April 4, 1834, Polk's resolve " that the state banks ought to be continued as the places of de- 

E't for the public money," Congress prescribing the mode of selection and me securities 
rer done), was carried in the House of Represemalives, 117 to 112. Yeas, Polk, Gamble- 
' Cramer, Beardsley, Bockee, Gillet, Hamer, Hubbard, Richard M. and Cave Johnson 

C. W. Lawrence, Mann, J. Y. Mason, Joel B. Sutherland, Vanderpoel, dw:. Nays, Adams 
(J. CL), Selden, Slade, McDuffie, P. Whittlesey, Everett, Lincoln, &c. 

March 17, 1834, Gk>rham presented a memorial from many in^uential and highly respectable 
inhabitants of Boston, for the incorporation of a national bank, and the restoration of tnedepo- 
sits. Polk, Bynum, Cave Johnson, Beardsley, Vanderpoel, Gillet, Mason, &c., argued ^ 
voted against allowing the names of tiie petitioners to be printed with the memorial. This 
time C. W. Lawrence left his leader, and with Sutherland, Selden, Wise, A/lama ^ ^^m 
for allowing the people to see who tht petitioners were. ^^ 
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in driving the able and intrepid Daane, whom Jackson could neither bend nor 
bribe, from the Treasury, Taney, four days after his appointment, ordered the 
President of the U. S. Bank to deliver up the bonds given by the merchants of 
Philadelphia, for duties, to the Collector there. It is presumed that a like order 
was given in New York ; and the consequence was, that instead of the branch 
bank here being a check, and a safe depository for the bonds, till paid at the 
bank, they were placed in the hands of Swartwout and his reckless subalterns 
to manage as they thought fit. The result is matter of history.* 

« It has often been foand, on examining the affiiin of a broken bank, that certain of its 
officers and directors owe it fyi larger anms Uian the stock they hold. Tnese debts they con- 
trive to pay with the notes of their insolvent institution, at for, buying them in the market 
for 25 to 50 cents per dollar, and thus gaining by the failore. On the 7ih of Jane, 1834, Mr. 
Adams proposed a resolve requesting the names of the Presidents, Cashiers, Directors, Stock- 
holders, and Solicitors, of all the banks that had been selected by Roger Taney, as treasury 
banln, when the U. S. Bank was discarded — the amount of stock held by each stockholdei^— 
and the amount of debt due by each director, cashier, and president of each pet bank, to the 
bank, at the time when it got the public treasure, and at this time. This would have shown 
whether the banks were in the hands of borrowing speculators, whether they had borrowed 
out the public monies, and whether they had power over the banks without having a real 
interest m thsir gooi management Nevins*s fetter to HoyL page 189, explains in part their 
schemes. Mr. Aiams showed that it was not unusual for a favorite to be allowed to sulMcribe 
for S50,033 of stock, be elected a presidsnt or director, and never pay one cent into the bank 
oottica ; but, whin he could, borrow the credit of the bank and othei men's deposits. Mr. 
Polk screened the pets, opposed all information, and for the purpose of crushing inquiry, 
moved an amendment about the U. S. Bank, which had no deposits at all to lend to any one. 
Cambreleng, too, was opposed to inquiry, of course. Coulter said that secretary Taney had 
not forgotten his own interest in selecting the pets — that he, Taney, was the Attorney for one 
of them (the Union Bank, Maryland) that he was also a large stockholder, and had moved 
the deposits so as to give new valne to his own bank shares, and increase his dividends-*- 
that this conduct was a violation of the law— and that Taney was not alone in such works, 
as the returns would show. Mr. Adams was very sarcastic. He suggested to Polk, as 
chairman oi' t\e ways and means^ to add to the precedents with which he had befogged the 
House, by proposing that it be 

OOr ** Rtsoived, that the tlutnlcs nf this hooM be aXvtn to ftoger B. TRney, leerotary of the trauwr, Ibr Us 
Kr P*>ra and disiictbrbstsd pauiotism in umnsferrinK the aie of tht pabllc ftuid* ftom iho Bdok at Um 
^^ Uolted Btaiea, where they were proStable to ths people, to Ibo Unioa B^k of Baltlmora, whore they 
^r won pioliULble to himself." 

The guilty usurers were in the majority, but all was kept dark. Campbell P. While bor- 
rowed <m/y SI 7^000— the Butlers $30,000— J. G. Coster S260,OOa-James M*Bride $76,000; all 
this and much more out of the Manhattan. Of course the patriot^ White, wanted no inquiry. 
Polk was the leader of the greedy usurers in their "general scramble." Is it thus 
we are to account for his patronage of B. F. Butler 1 On the 13th the resolution was 
again debated, and Mr. Miller moved to dispose a( it, as delay would quash inquiry. Polk 
said no— the usurers were in his majority, and inquiry was thus stifled till the general bank- 
ruptcy of 1837-8, told a sad tale, a day too late. 

Horace Binney of Philadelphia, in his speech against Van Bnren's Pet Banks, in the debate in 
Congress, January 9th, 1834, had clearly ioretold these results. 1 quote his remarks verbatim. 

"Sir, the project astonishes me. It is to bring a second time, upon this land, the curse of an 
unregulated, uncontrolled, State Bank paper currency. We are again to see the drama, which 
already, in the course of the present century, has passed before us, and closed in ruin. If the 
project shall be successful, we are again to see these paper-missiles shooting in every direction 
through the country ; a deranscment of all value ; a depreciated circulation ; a suspension of 
specie payments; then a further extension oT the same detestable paper; a still greater depre- 
ciation ; with failures of traders and failures of Banks, in its train ; to arrive, at laA, at the same 
point from whence we departed in 1817. Suffer me to recall to the recollection of the House a 
few of the more striking evenu of that day. The first Bank of the U. States expired in Match. 
I8l I . Between the 1st of January, 181 1 , and the close cf the year 1814, more than one hundred 
new Banks were established to supply this more unilbrm and better currency. For ten millions 
of capital called in by that Bank, twenty millions of capital, so catUd, was invested in these. In 
the place of five-and-a-half millions, about the amount of circulation in notes of that Bank 
withdrawn, twenty-two millions were pushed ouu Then came a suspension of specie pay- 
ments, in August and September, 1814. As an immediate consequence of this suspension, 
tb0 circolaiion of the country, in tike coarse of filieen month% increased My per cenL, 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

The very name of a politician or statesxxxan, is sure to cause terror and hatred ; it has alwavB 
oonnected with ii the ideas of treachery, cruelty, fraud and tyranny ; and those writers who 
have iaithfolly unveiled the mysteries of state freemasonry, have ever been hekl in geneni 
detftstation fur even knowing so perfectly a theory so detestable. 

BuRKs's Vindication of Natural Societt. 

7%i Catoitrophej IS37, ^Fartnersh^ Law. — The Pet$ 9er9u$ the Subirtanaj. 
'^Free Bavking^ — Kendall and the Post —Marry'* Rentrainm^ Law. — C7of 
on the Bunks, — The Brokers^ Banks.^ Jackson^ Blairy Polk atid Riichle 
against the Subtreasury. — Calhoun for a Bank^ in 1834. — Jackson Money ^ 
all hard, — Goldy nil gold. — Silas IVright and the Soulless Existences. — 
Harrison on Currency,— Tebbett^s $8000 Vault.'—Hoyt and Allen working 
out the Act. — Flagtfs Practice. — Van Barents Specie Mixture. — Peel am 
Paper. — English Banking, — The Knaves^ League. — Jloytj McNuUy^ ijpcy 
abooe all Law. — Bennett Explains, — Knowledge is Pmoer, — Cambreleng^ 
Webb^ Sfc. — Walker and his Pets. — Corcoran ^ Bigqs. — Four Hundred 
Stockjobbers Sporting with Uncle SatnU Strong Box.^mcDuffie^s Nations. 

England's republican poet, John Milton, thus records in his ^ Paradise Lost,* 
the lamentations of the eldest of human kind : ^^ Mow I perceive Peace to 
corrupt, no less than War to waste." Addison, one of her ablest whig stateai- 
men, frankly declares his opinion, that ^^ I'he waste of War is not, in its final 
consequences, so injurious as the luxuries and corruptions of Peace." John 
Quincy Adams, with still later experience, and certainly very superior powers 
of observation, approvingly quotes Milton ; and assigns ^^ the abuse of credit, 
and the unrestrained pursuit of inordinate wealth, especially by the agency 
. of banks," as the proximate causes of the great catastrophe of 1837.* 

or from forty-five to sixty-eight millions of dollars; and the fruit of this more uniform cunen- 
cy was the failure of innumerable traders^ mechanics^ even farvitrs; of one hundred and sixty- 
five banks, with capitals amounting to ^,000,000 ; and a loss to the United States, alone, m 
the negociation of her loans, and in the receipt of bankrupt paper, to an amount exceeding four 
millions of dollars. « « * Does KentucKy wish to see tne return of those days 1 1 trust in 
Qui it will be defeated, that the poor men and laborers in the land may resist it, for it is a 
scheme to get trom every one of them a dollar's worth of labor for fifiy cents, and to make fraud 
the currency ol" the country as much as paper." 

Martin van Buren and his friend Butler saw it all just as clearly asBinney, bitt his folkiw- 
ers would leave if not gorged with plunder, and he satiated even avarice itself. As early as 
1835, Jackson and Van Buren saved appearances by abusing the banks and thus weakening 
their credit; and in Holland's Lite, printed that year at Hartford, banks and paper money 
are unsparingly vilified. When they fell with a crash, Van Buren started the sub^treasuiy, 
while his insuiiments denounced the banks he himself bad endowed and made. 

* The Catastrophe.— As early as October, 1836, the Safety Fund Bank system was ready to 
blow up. Van Buren and Jackson's pet banks, with the hundreds of other banks created all 
over the Union, had increased the circulation of paper as money beyond all precedent. Every- 
thing tliat was tor sale rose in price-^everybody likes to sell in a dear market, and therefore 
many millions of dollars worth of Ibreign merchandize was imported in 1835 and 1836, beyond 
the average of more frugal years— vast imports brought a great revenue— the revenue was 
handed over to the pets tor safe keeping, and by them lent to their' managers, to speculate in 
lands and lots, or for the accommodation of the merchants at 12 to 50 per cent, interest. The 
public land sales ruse from one or two millions to 15 or 20 in a year — the states lent their credit 
to banks, in bonds payable with interest, they began extensive canals, railroads and other im- 
provements, often without system, and with mean, dishonest parasites as their agent»— the banks 
disposed of their capitals lor fancy stocks, Texas scrip, and unsaleable property — every body 
^ took credit, at home and abroad — ^trovisions rose — millions worth of produce, potatoes, &c. 
were imported, for although we had land, we had nU leisure to culdvate it. The country was 
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As a security, not only to bankers, but also to merchants, manu&cturers, and, 
in short, ail persons who go into partnership in ti-ade or dealings, a complete 
revision and consolidation of the partnership laws would be invaluable to this 
coaimunity. At present they are' the crude provisions of the common law ; 
and many capitalists are alarmed at the bare idea of an unlimiied parlnership* 

afSicted with an OTerstrained, distempered enci|;y, ill directed. The national government was 
ttoe of debt, and Congress had ordered many millions of its immense paper n*easures to be distri- 
batnd or lent to the states— Jackson required specie at his land-sale»--S500,000,000 were due 
from the public to the banks— large sums from the south and west to the sea-board cities-^nd 
the banks and commercial people were deeply in debt to Europe. The expenditure of the fede- 
ral government was beyona its income, but it had the power of pled^ng puolic credit by placing 
its treasury notes or due bills into the hands of iavorite bankers to be sold for gold and silver, 
and its power was not too wisely used. Some six or eight bankers and great trading houses 
in England, allowed commercisu people of good and indiiferent repute in these states to draw 
on them for vast amounts, in payment or goods for the American market; character was no 
lon^ essential to success in life; mercantile firms without capital or experience rose among 
us like mushrooms, and the verv nature of conmierce was changed to speculative gambling, on 
a visionary, unstable basis. The English people did not understand the jirofligate game which 
Van Burcn and his allies were playing. Their confidence in American institutions and Ame- 
rican honor was unbounded; and they believed that the Hoyis, Olcotis, Swartwouts, Marcys, 
Stephen Aliens, Wrights, Flaggs. Biddies, Woodburys, Jaudons and Murrays of this new con- 
tinent, possessed great financial skill. In the end they tasted its quality, to their cost. 

The Bank of England had been unusually liberal in 1835 and 1836, in its loans to joint stock 
banks, bill brokers, and especially to some seven or eight commercial houses largely interested 
in the North American trade. Suddenly, the remittances from the United States began to 
slacken. The Bank, which now has sixty millions in gold in its cofiers, found itself possessed 
of leas than twenty millions in December, 1836, whilst it owed one hundred and fiily millions. 
The Directors felt that the vast financial machine entrusted to their care was in danger by their 
own carelessness; they called in their loans with unusual haste; and being privately advised, 
by intelligent correspondents on this side the ocean, of the tottering condition ol our credit system, 
as tinkereid by the politicians, discouraged the purchase of the bonds of nearly all the borrowing 
states; raised the rate of interest to five per cent.; depressed the value of conunodities of afi 
sorts many millions: and thus recovered some thirty or forty millions of specie, deemed essen- 
tial to the safety of tne institution, and which they had too heedlessly parted with. 

Early in 18j7, many heavy failures took place in the city of New York — and in May that 
jrear our Safety Fund Banks, the Deposit Banks of New York, resolved to withhold payment ot 
their just debts—the Dry Dock Bank led the way, and in a few days 950 depositories of real or 
imaginary wealth were as bankrupt as Van Buren's old Buffalo, or Butler and Hoyt's Wash- 
ington and Warren. Marcy and ms associates speedily legalized this monstrous 'fraud; and 
the state banks being relieved from all other checks than those of their papef exchanges and 
the visits of political commissioners, sold their specie for exportation, and paid the demands of the 

fovemment on them, in part, in a currency worth 80 to 94 cents per dollar. The city banks, 
we ver, reduced their loans from 46 to 30 millions, and their notes in circulation from 9 mil- 
lions to 2, being a wiUidrawal of credit equal to 23 millions. Of crmrse, their brokers did 
a laree business, with notes of every grade in value, fi^m one cent to one hundred— and 
English creditors were very easy with their debtors. The Bank of England allowed James 
Brown of Liverpool to draw on them for eight or ten millions of dollars to unhold credit 'here, 
and of that sum I think he did draw for about one half. On the 5th of Dec. 1837, Van Buren's 
message told the public, that of thirty millions in the pet banks, government could not com- 
mand one. Ten millions of Treasury notes were paid to the public creditors in lieu of real 
money, and these notes were received by the Custom House in payment of government duties. 
Bank bills were refioed. 

♦ The Free Banks.— The reader, by referring to the correspondence of Messrs. Flagg, Cut- 
ting, C. L. Livmgston, Marcv, Hoyt, and Phelps, will perceive, that when chartered banking had 
heea sold, and bartered, and banained off to favorites, to make presidents and governors and 
such like, till the fabric of Van Buren knaverjr tottered to its base, a new leaf was proposed to 
be turned over, bv maJdng banking free, takmg the stock of Arkansas, Alabama, Pennsylva- 
nia, Michigan, Iliinois, Indiana, oc., as securitv, or bonds and mortgages on private propextv 
in this State. How hot Hoyt, Flagg, Cutting, &c., were for this new Safety Fund I It ended, 
like the first, bv giving us a sprinkling of broken free u-ade banks ; some of them gigantic 
schemes of wholesale knavery, like the North American Trust and Banking Company, J. 
D. Boers, President ; others equally desperate in character, but on a mimic scale. The people 
k)8t, by the insolvent banks, from 5 to 45 per cent on thp notes thev had taken, and what be- 
came of those who trvated tma with them may readily be guewed. As to the genenU ixo^ 
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henkiog, with a remedy provided for neglect or dishonesty which is no remedy 
at all. Such a law, preceded by a commission of practical inquiiy, is much 
wanted. On the 6th of March last, Mr. Hard, in Senate, expressed the opinion 
that ^^ banks had cost this country, by their expansions, fitilures, and subsequent 
revulsions, five hundred millions of dollars." fianks, like merchants, are very use- 
ful to society ; but as long as the government shall continue to be a sort of patent 
panic manufactory, and the laws not be made for the public benefit, we shall 
near continually of the stoppages and explosions of our defective financial 
machinery. What can be more insulting to the understanding of the American 
people, than to behold a league or band of th^ir hired and well paid officials 

trade law. the Supreme Court have decided that the legislature conld not, on their oaths, cod- 
stitationaUy paas it, but the Senate of N. Y., as a Court of Errors, have declared, that as a 
Senate they made no mistake at all. There was no other baninng in this state for the first 
twelve or fourteen years of its independence than free banking under the English paitner&hip 
law. Levi M'Keen's was a free bank ; so was Jacob Barker's Exchange ; but they did not 
solve the grand secret, stability and uniformity of value. Amos Kendall, like Sir Robert Pee], 
declares that "free banking is free gambling." On the contrary, Mr. Bryant of the Post, 
would make banking free to all. He is a liberty bo^ in right earnest He would throw the 
reins over the horses' necks, and trust to their discretion not to upset the coach, so he would. 
Experience, on the contrary, would check the quadrupeds, and the editor of the Post, if he will 
but look at the results of free-banking in N. Y. since last he reviewed Kendall, may find that 
his own opinion requires reviewing also. Van Buren's idea of free-banking needs only to be 
stated. In March, 1817, he introduced a bill to Senate for a new banking system, providing 
that not more than five persons might associate as free-bankers, to be jointly and severally re- 
sponsible, and do business only at a place specified. In case the bank stop payment of its 
notes it shall pa^ ten per cent, interest on the amount to the holders ; its partners mmt not, 
while thus assoaated, buy erain, sell merchandize, or deal in securities or stocks, unless where 
they have to take them for debt The bank to report once a year to the comptroller. In c£fe 
any {urivate banker or his cashier, clerk, or agent should be convicted of fiaua in his business, 
he might be fined fVom a cent to $1,000, and sent between ooe day and seven years to state's 
prison. Whv did not this last clause apply to chartered banks 1 

Governor Marcy denounced the N. Y. Restraining Law as a most odious monopoly in his 
message of 1837. Of course Van Buren had been friendly to it. On reference to Senate 
Journal, I8l8, page 170, 1 find that the Restraining Law provided, that no individual, associa- 
tion, or body corporate, ** shall keep any office of deposit for the piirpoee of discounting piomis- 
" sory notes; or for carrying on any banking business which incoiporated banks are author- 
•* izea by law to carry on ; or issue any bills or promissory notes as private bankers, unless espe- 
" ciallv authorized by law." A clause in the bill exempted Jacob Barker's bank lor three yeats 
from the monopoly ; and this was opposed by Col. Young, and Messrs. Bowne and Hammond. 
Next day, March 24th, Van Biu^n, Young, everybody went for privilege, and the bill passod. 

In 1840, Jan. 20, in Senate. Mr. Clay assumed it as a fact, that with this constitution, bank- 
paper ynXL exist, and cannot be put down. If it is stopped in one state, another will flood that 
state with its paper and get the profit He instanced states which had opposed paper in every 
shape, but finding that other states supplied it to them, changed their policy, in order that 
they might have some of the advantages of paper. 

Thiers tell us that the French Republicans disliked bank notes, and were enraged at the 
.abolition of the assignau. " The intention of having recourse to the financial companies re- 
vived all prejudices. The government," they said, " was going to give itself up again to stock- 
jobbers ; It was about, by establishing a baxik, to ruin the assignats, and to desuoy the paper 
money of the republic, in order to substitute for it a private paper created by jobbers." 

The Senate's Committee on Banks, Albanv, April, 1845, document 97, describe, in part, the 
operation of the general banking law of 1838, thus :— There are institutions, " called banks, 
principally ownoa by brokers in New York, whose sole or chief business is, to obtain bills from 
the comptroller and to put and continue them in circulation ; banks which do not lend money. 
Among these they mention the * Fdrmers and Mechanics' Bank of Ogdensburgh,' which had 
$208 734 of their notes in circulation, and had not lent the public one cent ; the James* Bank, 
Amenia Bank^Parmers & Mechanics* Bank, Rochester, and two or three more ; in all, eight ; 
capital $377 093; notes in circulation, $545 800 j loans and discounts to the public only 
$37,920. Would it not be as well for the republic to have the interest on this circulation as 
the few brokers that now get it *? Probably even the $37,920 lent, is chiefly lent ..y these banks 
to their owneis.** The committee consider the White Plains Bank, and the Warren County 
Bank, and several others, to be of like character. These banks are not lenders of mon^f 
•ay the oommittBa— they are borrower s . 
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condemn an important measure, as vile, unprincipled, infamous, revolutionary, 
tyrannical, innately corrupt and base, and an open violation of the constitution ; 
and when they have thus crushed and blackened it, and left the country to be 
pillaged for years by* other means of their providing, to see them all of a sudden 
wheel quite round about, and begin to puff and laud the same old and repudiated 
proposition, as if it were a voice from heaven % Was it not thus that Polk, 
Wright, Croswell, Van Buren, and thefr interested allies acted in the matter of 
the sub-treasury and the pet, state, local, or treasury banks ] 

Secretary Duane replied to Gen. Jacksou^s recommendation of chartered state 
banks (of our politics) an being the best sub-treasuries for the party : ^' Trea- 
sury Department, July 10, 1833. // is manifest that the welfare of the people 
d^mandsy that instead of beinb a partner in either j they [the people] should be 
independent of both United States and local banks.'^^ To which Jackson res- 
ponded, " that he had himself asked Congress, so to organize the treasury de- 
partment as to dispense with banks, but that he had not been attended to by 
congress or the people." Sixteen months after that, the Globe, by Blair, thus 
officially expressed the deliberate opinion of Jackson, Van Buren,* Wright and 

* W«AT WA« TRK Jackmh RsroiM TO CONSIST IN t—lt ts to end. Mid Blair, for Van Burm, ** in the Bup> 

Kaion of all paper money und-r $100.*'— '* I vroultl inyMslf Iwnlsli all papier money under $100,*' nald T n. 
um, in a letter.^'* R*«fic( all Issues of bank bills^low $10, To ihwiih,*' qu^Ui tho Dmiiociaiic Review.— 
**6old and silver cin is Jiuslcann money ; notes wiih pictures on th* in. promi^ng to pay, itie banlc'ii m<ioey.** 
8o sRid Blair, March 89, 1(134. Did not the pinn or' 1837 preMrve 'he J^tcltsim money eKclusfvely lor the rlcli t 
Wei« n«itthe contradirtorv plans of Van Buren and PnlJc trie«l 1 Did ihcy do more or i*^ than rob ilie honust 
toettrichthe bsM and arifnl 1 Did not tks G/s6« (mur forth hori.iiinaha to the exclusive gold cnrroncy of the 
ITttion, ending in Jesse noyt*a knavery here, and naiional banlirUMtey, repudiation, shin piasisns and Sitae 
Wright) In J837» the Albany Regnncv issned a manif'-Kto. throuKii tite Arguo, de«ouiici<ig lue loco f.icos, and 
d'Xiaritig that " thry never entertalnrd the visionary project of an exclusive metallic currency ;** but the Oiobti 
by Blair, had pmphesied. In 1634, that **in seven ni >ntlis from ihi« time, bairfc rags will be aboii]«h«d, and the 
wtai»l«> country will be oversitrend with ^old.'* In 1834, Silas Wright nliborred the bank and state divorce, and 
** had the most entire confidence in the full and complete succhs« ofthn [pet bank] experiment," by means of 
which a few hundred gambling lenders pillaged the ustfiil clanet of society to the extent of twenty millitins of 
doHaia. In 1837, we Itod Wriiht exclaiming, ** WbaL then, can Coiigr«si do 1 We answir. try the yet antii»'d ex- 
** p(«ttenL Produce a perfect and entire separation between the finances of the nation and a4i tlie bnnlcs of iKSue, 
** «ir discount, however, or bv what authority ejci^tlng ; between the naiionai treasury and th •se artificial crea- 
" tioos ofleiislaiton upon which we have ao unfortunately attempted to depend. We bi\ve trii-d the laith ot 
** these soullen existeiicos, in all their forms of being, and that faiih has always failed us in the hour of utmost 
** netsd. Now let as try the faith of natural persons, of moral nccou'itable agents, of freemen. Let Congrees 
** trust the safe keeping of the public treasure with citizens, a^ snch, and not a» tiank corporators: with men re- 
" spiinalble to itself, and not to moneyed institutions." At this hour. (March, 1846.) the state of New York, with 
Wright at the head of it, and the United Suites government, wiih Polk at the helm, are trusting t n m:llion« ot 
money, steadily, to the artificial crta'iona, the aoullesii exiaienoes, which always foil, while the admrnisiration is 
hold ng op as ** the great a-'ilvation," the old subtrearury sclieme of iS40 Are not soch men a blot \n the natii«- 
al encatcbeon 1 O<'0eral Rarrisim, in his inaui;ural, said, ** if there i^ one measure better cal ulsted than ai»> 
** other to produce that state of things, by which the rich are daily adding to tm ir hoaids. and the poor ainking 
**dtf»p<*r into penury, it is an exclusive metallic currency. Or if there is a pptc&^s by which the character of the 
** coantry for genenisttv and nobleness o( feelfaig may be destroyed by the great Increane and necessary tolerath Ji 
** of usury, it is an excfuidve metallic currency." Now the state and U. S. govi-mment continually art as if tlisy 
really belWed this, while they coniiiue, nevertheless, lustily to vociferate In favor of a chaoge, In order tbat they 
mav eet popular favor and picit np votes. 

When Van Bnrcii's Sub* Treasury came into operation, in New York, it made rare sport to the Wall street 
wttn. Tebbels a con<iervHtive blaci(sniith, hamro»*red out an immenae iron vault or safe, at a cnet of $8,000, lo 
hold, not the flpecie, but the bank not^, while tlie specie was in the banks, or paying for Ameiiean purchases In 
China or J.tpan. The irtm vault waa nil a deception to blind the ival hards till after the re election of Von 
Biixen. In tiittse days, Hoyt and his ea^hlera received in payment of dutieo. in lieu of si*ecle, the merchant's 
check upon a buk, endoraed "^payable m specie," with hank notes of specie paying bonks. Tiie checks and the noise 
were occasionally kept i«i the iron vault, bnt the coin remained In tlie bitnk vaulu ; and if one went to Stephen 
Allen, the receiver general, to get money for a treasury note, he too paid in pa|N;r. The (Jolleeb>r made his de- 
posits in a baitk, and then reponed to Aden as receiver twice n week^the divorce of bank and state, therefore, 
to New York, consisted In plaelos the revenue In banks, and receiving no » pecie, or as little of it a* iio^ble, for du- 
ties ; aim in passing thi* paper dollars throngh tiie hands of lloyt ana Aden instead of only otie of them. On the 
ilth of September, 1837, Bennett said in hia Herald, thai Call)onn mhfht be goinir ultra with Van Burpn in order 
to break him down One thing h clear, Butler, H«iyt ic Co., so manngi-d ihe tariff*, the eub treasorv and th • col- 
lectMii of the revenue, as to deceive the sou h, by appearing to follow one line of iH«Iicy while i>i trnth ih*y were 
doing their verv utmost agninai it. A sta e Mib treaaury i* talked of now nt Albany, but U*« all talk. Pingg does 
not wnnt it. IIorae«> Greeley taya, " the Monliattan and Bank of ihe State here, the Farmers and Mechanioi* ai 
Alb my, and two or three more pet * moiMeo* * hove the hiindliitg, keeping, and unr-stricted lending oi the Fkiuror 
Five Milli >ns per annum, coll'^ted and disbursed bv on'- "^tate, on terms far more lax than those accorded by 
tb«i F'-dernl Government. AM this vast amonnt la regularly e«if lected anrf disp'-rs d in Bank No'ss— not a stiver 
of cohi about ihe business— and our Comptroller and the Banks are always playing into euch utlier*s hands, for 
moniiil advantage." 

Van Bnn-n wrote Governor R«»ynolds, March '6th. 1841, pralslnr ♦•■ mixed eurrpncy, compoaedof n well 
balanced and bannon^oos cooperation of the standard of value and its paper representative.*' Benton canvaaad 
fot Van Boren, ia 1830, «■ being ** a real hani money mao.'* Jackson says, in his Unez to Mosea Dawaoo, **( 



140 POLK AND CO. AT YfiB AND NO. BRITISH BANK REFORSi. 

the party then in power, relative to a renewal of Duane's proposition, when 
formally made in Congress : 09**^ The proposition of Mr Leigh ' to dissolve «^ 
09f* all connection between the treasury and banks,' is disorganizing, revolu- ^ 
09?* tionary, subversive of the fundamental principles of our government «€)f 
09» and its entire practice, from 1789 down to this day; it is as palpable <€)9 
99>»a9 the Sun, that the effect of the scheme would be to bring the public «^ 
99» treasure much nearer the actual custody and control of the President ^ 
09* than it is now, and expose it to be plundered by a hundred hands, <4$ 
09* where one cannot now reach it." •t)^ When I say that this is the delibe- 
rate statement of the Globe of Nov. 20, 1S34, by authority — that the journals 
of Congress show that the proposition (and for the same reasons too,) was reject- 
ed by the nearly unanimous votes of Jackson and Van Buren^s friends — ^tbat 
the faithlessness of pet banks was as well known and tested in 1834 as in 1837 
— that Calhoun, in Senate, March 21, 1834, when discussing the questioo of 
excluding all but specie from the receipts of the government, said, ^^ But there 
is in my opinion a strong, if not an insuperable objection against resorting to 
this measure, resulting from the fact that an exclusive receipt of specie in tbe 
Treasury would, to give it efficacy and to prevent extensive speculatioD and 
fraud, require an entire disconnection on the part of tbe government with the 
banking system in all its forms, and a resort to the strong box as the means of 
preserving and guarding its funds — a means, if practicable at all, in the present 
state of things, liable to the objection of being far less safe, economical, and 
efficient than the present,'^ adding '^ my impression is, that a new bank of the 
U. S., engrafted upon the old, would be found to combine the greatest advan- 
tages, and to be liable to the fewest objections ;"* and that same year he remark- 
am, and ever have be^^n, oppoMd to all kinds of fOTemment pnppr cttrrency, let it be derived from tbe exebcqao 
or oiherwiae.'* Van Bur«>n began hie reign by the isniK of a " gnveminent paper ciirrf ncy/' In the form of iKi- 
aur)' imtee. While Van Baren it for a well baioMced, mixed carreacy, Jiickeon askf Dawroo Where is lie uaeor 
a paper currency 1 Neither the mcrciiant nor laborer wants it. It is one of tho rn*atest humbum tn ny 
that there is not specie ettoui^h in the world to answer all the necessary wants of the cnrnmuiiity. Look at Cuba- 
There Is no paper there. Now here are conflictiiig «>Pinioos, and yet Van Burcn, In his inaufr'nral. says thsi h« 
bad completely agreed with Jackson in sentiment, and nnd partnken largely of his eonfldenee. Wlio wUl iap)Me 
that it waa otnerwisc 1 Yet it Is evident Uiere is decided opposition here. Who was sincere 1 

* Wbat is Enolamd abopt T— In May, 1844, Sir Robert Peel anid, In pariinment, that "there are a nombfrof 
people who thbik that the trade in bank ttOU>s should be as raas as tbe trade in anything else ; nnd that no mors 
danger will arise from a free manufacture of paper money, n sting on mutual credit and confidence, than fr»miM 
Area manufacture of any other article. But cxpierience lells against this opinion : and within the last half cen- 
tury three iiattous have felt, in tremendous force, the evils arising fn>m the abuFe of paper money. Tbeis ni- 
tiona am France, Britah), and the United States : France, during the first revolution, when the over ii»ue of tlu 
alaie paper money, calbil assyaots, caused fearful havoc ; Britain, during ibe war, when the Bank Restricii*n 
Act, though giving, in the first instance, an unnatural expansion of trade, and a fictitious pnisperity, eaiailM 
evils on us under which we are suflTcring at the prei«nt moment ; and the United States at difiTereut periods, but 
aipecialty wlibifh the last eight or nine yean. Their expr-rieuce ought to leach every comincrcini nation Uie 
lesson which baa been taoant the people of these countries through so much suffering— a lesson which procl4lina 
emphatically that, though paper money may be, like fire, a neces^ry agent and a useful servant, it is sl«o, liiie 
fire, a terrible master— as a river carefully held within embankments, it may serve aa a convenient mediom ot 
tranait, but when it rises aa a flood, it sweeps every ihinc valuable away, if exposed to its resistless fury-** 

Sir Robert defined money to be British coin, and liaak notes to be promisstiry notes payable in that coin oo 
demand. The latter lie defined to be a substitute for money, otierating upon prices as money docs, and porfnno> 
teg similar functions. Baak notea economized the use of metallic money— if by them we dUpensed witi) fif^e <" 
tAx millions of gold snd silfer, we aeod the specie to other lands or uses. The Bank of England bad found, a 
kaiidred yean ago, that when It lessened the qnautity of iu notes in circalntion it rectified the exchanges. Paper 
aiMMV most be convertible taito eoixx at the wUI of the holder, and there must be some check lo preveut the ivsulUi 
which unllmiied rompetition and the absence of control had brought on the Uniled States, through exce« vi 
Issues. Whan prices rise and specalatiou is active the country banker issuea more mite^. At such a tinu! hi* 
ought to lessen his issues. Sir Robert thought that a single bank issuing bank notea for the wlmle kinfdooi 
might be rendered far more miachlev<Mis than mnful, and held it tn be good policy to work wiiii the \no\»vt 



have. He next proceeded to sute his plan relative to the Bank of £ailand. It was to reiniti its privileges, but 
Us departmenu of Issulag notes and banking, were tn be wparated. ft might issu** paper, based on the >«»»' '' 
had made and would make to covemnient, including exdiequer bills, namely $6U.0Q0 000 ; and a weeltly accnuot 
of 'la itotMs out, and aitecle on hand, must be published. Its notes would be a lawful tender, thus secuied. al wl 
other places but the bank, where they must be always convertible into gold «>f standard value on demand, no 
new bank to be created, with tbe power to issue paper aa mimey, but existing banks might iiaue notes equal ^ 
the average of their previous ciiculatitm, sabjt^t to a weekly publicaiton of all tlM-ir liablliti"S. Joint stock 
banks tn be bound by the ocu of their directors, bat thiHr shareholders are la be mnde fr«»a from being Uslile 
for the acta of individual shareholdars, as now, under the Bagllsh law of partnership. All banks of 1<*»^ ^ 
make a periodical publication of tbe names of all their partnera, that the public may know who are r««i»6« 
fibie ftjr aU their tnuuacUoni. Every new bank mtist have tbe aaoctloo of gownuacnt, hi older V9 regiaa*' 
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ed, that shoald the deposites not be restored to the U. S. Bank, he would, (as 
be afterwards did,) go for a prohibition of bank notes in all the dealings of the 
government, the reader will at once perceive that the leaders of the democracy 
of the north betrayed their trust — that, knowing that the pet banks were unsafe, 
irresponsible, they leagued themselves with them ; and that their after conduct 
in endeavoring to give the people the inferior currency, and the officeholders 
the superior ; Bufialo Bank rap to the farmer, golden eagles to Wright, Polk, 
Van Buren, and the rest of the lawmakers ; they betrayed the people, and 
showed to all men, that sordid, selfish, and meanly ambitious motives had guided 
their whole conduct. 

General Jackson condemned the sub-treasury in toto, and removed Duane 
from his high office for advocating a bank and state divorce. '' It is considered 
against the genius of our free institutions,'^ said Jackson, *' to lock up in the 
rauits the treasure of the nation ; such a treasure would doubtless be employed 
at some time, as it has been in other countries when opportunity tempted am* 
bition." ^' Individual agents would probably be found less responsible, safe, 
convenient, and economical " than the banks, quoth Woodbury ; Swartwout, 
and* Hoyt did all they could to prove him in the right. ^' If Gen. Jackson had 
suggested such a system [the Sub-Treasury] what peals of pntriotic indig- 
naiitm would have burst from eloquent senators against the usurper and tyrant 

tinn, with a defined form of trust deed, and a refolar audit of accounts. In case the Bank of England 
■hould think fit to circulate more bank notea than G9 millions, it must first get the consent of tbrve membere 
«f the caMiiK, and the proAis of tbe excess of issue would po lo the state. l\f uev charter waa lo ran for 
SI yean, with Uberty to parliament to iaUirfere after 10 years should ihe public mini s<*ttle down in favor 
of Wily one bank to Issne bank notes in tlie kinadom. Nu notes to be iwued in England nndr? r X5, say S4 dnllars. I 
recetviHl from Henry Warbnrton, an Euglisb M. P., the f >U» report nf the Mcrct coniaiitt^«*s investlsMtion of 
the alTalrs of the Bank of Enc'and ; it was very voluminous, but I have lost it Hor.ice Binn*7 argiud ably 
in 1634 iu Congrc«s, tliat a deranged currency is a plain violation of thf* coosiitutlonal pledge, that the obli- 
gation 10 fulfil a contract must not be impairi'd, and n> it is, for *' What Is the worth of «»nyihinx 1 *Tis Just 
as much as it will bins;*' and if a promise in pay a dollar Is not roei by paying the doHar. nny l.w made, 
Blarcy like, to pro'ect th>« banker, or throw difficulties in the way of collection, is a clear violation of the funda- 
mental contract that binds society as the U. S. The English law better protides for the fulfilment of the promise 
to pay tiian the law here, but is susceptible of great iuipmvement. 

• Di«HOKEBT Lawgivers. — For a Collector of Customs to take a solemn oath to do his duty 
faithfullj', his chief duty bein?» to receive the revenue levied from the people by law, and j)aj 
it over for the national uses, for him to take this oath, and then rob the treasury of $220,000, 
as Jesse Hoyt did, is foul perjury added to a worse crime than theft. The thief nungers, or is 
in rags, and he steals. We did not trust him. We take precautions against all such. But 
Hoyt was trusted— made not less than ^0,000 to 50,000 a year by his office— had his relations 
in places of emolument — and had therefore no temptation to betray his country as he did. Van 
Buren, Wright, and their friends either framed the sub-treasury act so that it would punis^ 
rogues like Hoyt, or they pretended to do so. I know, by a year of close imprisonment, that if 
a stranger, true as steel to liberty and democracy, land on these shores to-day, ignorant of your 
lawSy some old act, that had never been enforced against a native, will be found, to punish him 
severely if he goes a hair's breadth beyond the line of strict neutrality. When the whig dis- 
trict attorney and the secretary of the treasury ordered Hoyt to be criminally prosecuted for his 
embezzlement, his old friend Judge Betts found that the law did not apply to cases like 
Jesse's ! ! ! So, too, Senator Breese, of Illinois, in Congress, Jan. 1&14, moved for an inquiry 
into the law passed by the whig Congress, August 13, 1841, continuing the punishing clauses of 
1840. He had witnessed a trial in Illinois, in June, 1843, where a Receiver of the national Reve- 
nues was charged with embezzUng the people's cash. The fellow was guilty—not a doubt of it 
— ^but the quibble that cleared him was, ne had been removed from office. In McNulty's case, 
his misconduct was evident Would a House of Congress, the majority of the members of 
which were composed of his political friends, havo turned him off so discreditably, had not his 
offence been more •* clear and unquestionable" than Polk's 54^ 40' ? Yet he got clear through 
the dishonesty of the S3r8tem. How did Price, Swartwout, and hundreds like them get clear 1 
Bennett shall tell you. His eightyears of intimacy with Van Buren qualifies him as a witness. 
In the N. Y. Herald, Dec. 10, 1838 (long before Jesse's explosion), Bennet says : " When 
wiU Jesse Hoyt run awajr 1 Defalcations are no crime. Mr. Van Buren, in his Message, 
proposes to make de&lcations of the public money felony, and punishable in the State Prison. 
Nonsense ! Neither party will agree to such an absurdity ! Never.'* I am sorry to see such 
ihmgs said; still more so when I find that they cannot be disproved. 
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who desired to get the millions of the treasury into the very hands of his par- 
tisans and parasites." This is from Van fiuren's echo, the Washington Globe. 
Mr. Thomas Ritchie, too, chimed in with the chorus of official indignation 
i^inst, the sub-treasury. Listen to Thomas as he talks to * Old Virginie ' 
through the columns of the Richmond Enquirer : 

'* We have objected to the Sub-Treasuiy acheme, (to called.) that, in the first place, it will 
enlarge the Executive power, already too great for a Republic ; 2dly, that it contributes to 
endaiiger the seciu-ity of the public funds ; and thirdly, that it is calculated to produce two cur- 
rencies—^ baser one for the people, and a better one for the govemmenu The more we reflect 
upon the matter, the more we read the speeches of the orators on both sides, the more firmlv we 
are satisfied of the strength of these objections." " It is certainly subject to very strong objec- 
tions, not the least of wliich is the very great increase of patronage to which it must give rise, 
and a patronage of the most dangeroas influence, as being so immediately connected with the 
public money .'^ " But I can see no advantage, and on the contrary, a fruitful source of mischief 
m making government officers the keepers of the cash. Place about them what euards you 
may, in the shape of commissioners, mspectors, or whatever else, peculation wiU be emlUss. 
There is no security in it^ and it will involve heavy and unnecessary expense. The chief and 
overruling objection, however, is the endless source of patronage to which it would give rise. 
Make the machinery as simple as you may. and open to view, wherever money is, tenqiCation 
will creep in, and corruption in every form J oOaws at tke Aeeb." 

In 1834, James K. Polk was the organ of the U. S. Treasury in the House 
of Representatives. Listen for a moment to Mr. Chancellor Polk :* 

" A corporation may be safer than any individual agent, however responsible he may be, 
because it consists of an association of inoividuals who have thrown together their aggregated 
wealth, and who are bound in their corporate character to the extent of their whole capital 
stock for deposits. In addition to this the SecreUiry of the Treasury may require as heavy col- 
lateral security in addition to their capital stock paid in, from such a corporation, as he eould 
from an individual collector or receiver, which makes the government deposit safer in the 
hands of a bank, than it could be with an individual. It may be well questionul whether the 
heaviest security the most wealthy individual could give, could make the public deposits safe, 
at the point of large collection. In the city of New York, half the revenue is collected. Seve- 
ral miUions of public money may be in the hands of a receiver at one time, and, if he be oor- 
rupt, or shall engage in speculation or trade, and meet with a reverse of fortune, the loss 
sustained by the government would be inevitable." 

• Knowledge is Power. — To show what chances there are, through our gambling mtem 
of politics, to defraud the millions, I state the following case from the Courier and £nquirerof 
Dec. 10, 1832, where it appears, headed " Stockjobbing— Stupendous Fraud." It is possible 
enough that John Van Buren may have made money by his father's and Jackson's Messasea, 
a.s well as by Marcy's, but whether Webb and Noah had good groimds for what they a£m 
as to Mumlbrd and Cambreleng I know not. They say, that on Nov. 29, the price of a share 
of U. S. Bank stock at the board of brokers was 115i— and that Jackson's message lowered it 
in two days to 104|— that 14,500 shares were sold on time, between Wed. Nov. 29, and next Wed. 
Inorning; equal to $1,635,000, leaving a nett profit lo the Wall street stockjobbers^ of ^,000 
nearly. The C. & £. asserts that Cambreleng and Mumford knew what would be said in the 
message— that Mumford had boasted that Jackson gave him a copy of his message on Satur- 
day night at II; and if so, two days were left clear to the gamblers in the secret, for the mes- 
sage appeared on the Wednesday. What a melancholy thin^ it is, that men who are elevated 
on the shoulders of the people to hi;?h honor, should sootlen torget the noble path before them, 
and turn round to wallow in the mire of sordid, grovelling selfishness! The u. S. Bank was 
hatei by the local institutions, because while they charged the heavy discount of $7 off $100, 
the national institution exacted but $6. 

Walker, the new Secretary of the Treasurjr, has great influence with Polk, and Maicy 
manages tne one through the other. Buchanan is on less familiar and intimate terms with the 
president. He holds office, more on account of his ability and standing, and of the state ot 
Pcnnsvlvania, than any pers jnal feelin? of friendship. When Van Buren got to be president 
in 1837, 1 think he could hare passed tne sub-treasury had he been in earnest— but his friends 
had the whole revenue in their hands as it was, they made much money by using it in ^vorite 
banks, and I daresay that good bonuses were secretly given in some form by dealers in iL In 
1840, when the term was nearly out, and a re-election doubtful. Van Buren pressed the new 
scheme, early enough to show that he meant to hoax the coundy in that too. Polk and 
Walker talk sub-treasury fashion also, but are in no haste to enforee the principle. Walker 
tries it with Corcoran dt Riggs, Washington— has taken every dollar of public money fium 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

gate PuhHc Expenditure of Vcm Burenj as President — Orestes A. Broums&n 
—Aancis Preston Blear^ and the Globe — Van Buren^s standard for Political 
Writers -National Debt—ThB 200,000 Mlitia Flan—Loa Rolling^Edwin 
Croswell and John Van Buren — Veto Power Suspended — Waste of the Reve* 
nue — Post Office Law — Silas Wright and Slavery — Electioneering in iTy.— 
Helping the Press-^Covetousness. 

I HAVB already alluded to many parts of Van Buren's^ public conduct during 
his presidential term, and there is much that ought to be noticed for which 
I have no room in this volume. In his early life, and in matters which related 
to cash, he was covetous and mean — but in his management of the public finan- 
ces there was none more profligate. His conduct in *the Canada troubles, to- 

the banks in that city, and ^ven $500,000 to them, to speculate on, without interest I Corooran 
was once greatly embarrassed in money matters; his partner, Riggs, is wealthy. The ques* 
tion is asked here, whether they got this $500,000 to dabble in the stocks in Wall street with 
it 1 They might have information beforehand of changes by which vast sums might be saved 
or gained. A cabinet minister, or more than one, might divide the spoil with them. In Vol- 
taire's time, one of the king's secretaries told him when to buy and sell stocks. Somebody may 
tell Corcoran and Riggs also. What a pity it is that crises must be created that knaves may 
grow rich ! One of the Baltimore resolutions was as^ainst surplus revenues. Why have we 
ten millions of a surplus lent to 400 bank director;, who are chiefly cunning stockjobbers, and 
pa^r no interest to us, while the nation is paying interest on debts that might be bought up and 
paid with the money 1 I begin to think that the Baltimore Convention of 1844, Walker, But- 
ler and all, was a vile trick on society for the gain of a few. At present, 59 banks, with a host 
of gambling managers, hold eight or ten millions of the public money, not to lend it to upright 
merchants and manufacturers, but to sport with, like *my dear Jesse' and his man John, in 
betting, stockjobbing and electioneering. If Walker hold on to the Treasury for a year or 
twoj he*ll clear old scores and may give way to some other victim of speculation. 

In 1838 and 1840, Senator McDuffie said that "the Sub-Treasury was the only remaining 
alternative, unless we returned to the notorious pet-bank system, which gave to the Federsd 
Executive a more dangerous and comipting influence than any other scheme ever suggested; 
and which had been condemned by experience, and |:> denounced by both parties in succeii- 
sion." I ouote McDuffie from the Soitth Carolinian^ and bid the reader remember that Polk, 
Marcy and Walker, talk sub-treasury now, but have stuck to the dishonest treasury nets of 1834, 
all of them knowing as well that their country will be plundered wholesale througn tneir means, 
as Woodbury did in a like case in 1838, or Dallas in 1815. 

* Orbstics a. Brownaon.— Since writing the Tnllowlng letter, Mr. Bmwnson, as well as m^telf. h»s teen 
pound for good hope that the canw of natlonHl freedom might be promoted by pence. Englnnd has got 
the territory she coveted, with the consent of Wright, Tallmitdge and Cnihonn, the Intter of whom, with Mc 
Dulfie, though ready to cot the connection with the U. B., to get rid of taxntion nt the Charleston Casiom 
MoQse, and althoogh acknowledged In ttu) London Tiinea to be England's firmest friend In thiff repiiMlc, nifed 
annexation becaiue if English influence were to prevail In Texas it would Interfere with onr tariff! ! ! Eng- 
land sees a prund and angry spirit in the western states which the pnlUicul rascald In Wnshington wish to use 
for electioneering purposes next election. I am sorry that her long misgovernment of Canndu, the wanton cra- 
cltiM her agento practised on so many worthy and trne- hearted men, the manly xons of freedom who were sent 
U' the gallows by her commands, have roused feelings In the west which I could now desire to see allayed, for 
the past is beyond recall. 

Orrttes A. Brownton. of MastaekweiU, t» W. I^ MtikemtUy token in Roeketfr Prison. 

BnsTO!«, April 'JS, 184U. Dear Sir : Though personally a stranger to yuu. f have yet for some time been 
wishing to express to you my aympathy with your attachment to the cause of Freedom for the Canadas, and 
my sincere regret that your attachment to that cause should have met In this land of professed Freedom, no 
belter rewnrd than a Jail. I have a fellow reeling with, I was about to say, all Rebels ; at least with all who 
stmggle against powur and seek to secure for the people a portion of their long Imt liberty. All governments 
which have hitherto exiited have been founded In oppression and maintained by fraud and force.— They have 
-. . .- ._...- ^^^ . . 



1 on inlRstice, and opposition to them Is the cause of God and Man. Our own government. In theory 
Is based on the rights of nun, founded on justice ; but It has hitherto been administered In all Ite denartnienis, 
quite too much in accordance with the maxims of the governments founded on the opposite tbo>)ry. lu forming 
oar government we acted from ourselves, and were original, but In managing It we borrow from the pmctlce of 
the Old World. We read its Htemtnre, study lu polities, its Jurisprudence, lu philosophy, and lose sight of 
our own principles. Hence It Is, that there Is a striking discrepancy between our theory and onr practice, be- I 

Iweea the eacouragemenu we hold out to the fHends of liberty abroad and the actual reeeptkm we give them. I 

This is not all. We have never echteved oar iadependence on Eeg lend. We ere ecMcely len dependent or I 
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wards the Florida Indians, and the people of Mexico and Texas, is elsewhere 
briefly noticed. It would be impossible for any candid writer to praise it. No 
man could be more obsequious than Van Buren was to the south while in 
power, yet they deserted him in 1840 ; and in 1844 when his name came up for 
a third trial, they condescended to give him g(^ twelve votes. In truth, they 
distrusted him ; all parties have done so in turn. No man professed to agree 
more cordially than he did with Jackson, in 1828, in£avor of one term only ; but 
in that also the result proved that he was insincere. 

Jackson lefl office with 30 or 40 millions in the banks of Van Boren's selection 
— he left the country out of debt. Although the banks suspended cash pay- 
ments, yet most of them paid in uncurrent paper. The revenue was enormous, 
but Van Buren expended it all* and left a public debt, March 4, 1841, ot 

the Brltiah Empire now than we wore beforo the revolution of 76. We dare not anome In maid to the Bri- 
tish Ooreratnent the tone of equals. We could menace Fraoee and obtain Justice, but we dare not eKim ex* 
cepi In an apoinfretic tone, even our rifEhts of England. The treaty of *83 has never bevn carried Into eflbcvud 
never wilt l«. Oreat Britain has claimed a portion of our terrlmry which she wants for the purpose of coa- 
■ectinc her Nnnh American Colonics, and which If obtained would give her, In case of war with this eonntry, 
an equivnlent for thirty thtmsand men. And, sir, this territory she will obtain unlees 1 am iirratly deesived. 
The matter will be settled by a compromise, and we shall surrender to her the important advantafe she datirai. 
The reason of this Is to be fimod In onr close aimmerdal relations with Great Britain. 'JTie eoumierclal hitor- 
eat of this country is control led by Enslnnri, and we can hMve no controversy with her without anntaf the 
whole business part of our community agHinst our own gi>verttntenL This onr gnvcranient feels, and heocs in 
tame submission to British arniptnce Here, sir. Is the secret of yoor IroprlsooiuenL It Is mot, sir, thNt w« do 
not love Pfe«*doQi, that we do not know how u> appreciate its defenders, but that we are afhild of oSendioe 
Bngltnd We barier nntional honor and ninke onr^eives a bye-word in the Enrth to pleaae the trading portloa 
of unr community. I mm *orry that it is so, nut I almost despdir of its being otherwise. Otherwise it will not 
be without a wnr with England, nnd which, as much as I deprecate war, is the only thing which to me seem 
capnble of saving the republic, and tho st>on«»r it comes the better. For your eflbru to secure the independeace 
of the Canadns, as one of the friends of Freedom, 1 thank you. I do not think the time for their Indepsa* 
deiwe han come, but it will come. The colonial system must be abandoned, fur public opinion throogboat 
the world is fast verging to the point that one nation shall exercise dominion over another no loager thsa 
the other Inslly consents. With my prayers for the speedy arrival of the time when your countrymen fhiilt be 
free, and my Kope that yon will find ere this reaches you your own freedom, I am, sir, with great respect, 
youra, O. A. fiaownsoa. 

♦ Francis Preston Blair, Editor op the Globe.— Martin Van Buren, president of the 
United States in 1840, has been spoken of with perfect freedom throughout this volume. Being 
somewhat at a loss for a suitable democratic standard of propriety, when speaking of great 
men, or men who had held high situations, a friend advised me to take the van Buren i^and- 
ard, the Globe, by Blair. In a letter dated Lindenwald, April 34, 1845, Van Buren writes J. 
C. Rives, " 1 thank you very kindly for your noble and manly letter upon the subject of the 
transfer of the G^establisnment, and repeat with pleasure what I have already said to Mr. 
Blair, that fC^I approve op your course through© ut."X5 

General Harrison became president in 1841. In 1840 his character was before the people 
The Gliihe said of him, March 5, 1840 : " Let them [the South] beware how they place 
confidence in the versatility or subserviency of a weak, vain old man, in the dota^ of 
expiring ambition. The combinaticm of weakness and vanity with threescore and ten, is not 

so easily governed Let Mr. Tyler mount his old weather-beaten pony [Harrison], in the 

expectation of guiding him ai wil) A weak old ^ntleman, whose vanity, always his 

leading characteristic, is every day pampered with flatteries, and whose obstinacy is only in- 
creasett by the imbecility of age.'' Again (March 6), " Goonr Harrison, a gossiping old 
lady, and an available, who lives on a sinecure clerkship in a city, but is pretended to oe a 
former living in a log cabin, and drinking hard cider." Once more, (March 17,) "Tbe 
Whigs arc making great exertions for the old oranny, but all to no eflect." This is Van 
Buren^s approved standard of delicacy, when speaking in the name of a president in office, 
about a ^neral in the armies of the rcpubUc, then a candidate for the succession, through a 
press paid and pampered by the people^s agents. Apply Van Buren's standard to my book, 
and blame me if you can I 

This same Giobe^ approved by Van Buren "throughout," speaks of "Mr. Calhoun, who 
never told the truth when a falsehood would serve his turn." Again, it describes Calhoun 
thus : " There was one, however, ReprobaU Spirit that could not bear to look on the bright and 
auspicious day Tof Van Buren's instaUation, Mar. 3, 1837,1 and It was a pleasure to all thai 
the face of lijrCATiLiNE was not seen on that occasion r Calhoun's relative, Pickens, thus 
sketched Blair: "A galvanized corpse That hideous visage whereon envy and malig- 
nity are blended in cadaverous union.*' It would seem that Calhoun and Pickens had also 
approved of the Globe and its language, for without their aid Blair and Rives had not been 
elected public printers in 1840. 

Blair says or himself, that before he was dl, he set up in U^ with a lucrative offioe^ a deric 
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$7,447,799, which Tyler increased other ten and a half millions. Since Polk 
came into power, he has had on hand a continual surplus of eight millions, but 
instead of devoting it to the payment of the public debt, on which the country 
is paying interest, he lends it to a host of electioneering bank directors who 
ase it chiefly in stock speculations. The profligate expenditures in Florida,* in 

in a court, a good wife, a fortune with her. That the speculaticms of the times swallowed up 
his means, made him a hankrupt, and that he surrendered his pr<^rty to his creditors, gave 
up all, and emigrated to WaMhington. Van Bmen gave him letters to Lawrence, Ho^, 
Noah, &c. here, who got up a subscription, and bought a press and types for him as a gift. 
With these he started the Globe on behalf of Van Boren, to try to cut out Green, who was for 
Calhoun. Jackson and Van Buren pot a million of dollars, or more, in his way, and he is now 
very wealthy. In Kentucky, Blair was a strong Cteyman ; but when he thought, like Ken- 
dall, that Jackson would succeed, he, in 1825, wheeled round to the winning side. He had 
been a speculator, stockjobber, &«., and his last office in Kentucky was that of a state bank 
president, (the Commonwealth Bank,] at Frankfort. A son of his is or was not long since 
United States District Attorney for Missouri. Theophflus Fisk, in the Old Dominion of 
Nov. 11, 1843, opposed Blair's claims to the public i)rintiDg, thus : '! He came from Kentucky 
reeking with bank corruption, his hand.s unwashed from the infamous transaction that cheated 
General Jackson out of his election in 1824. He came to Washington poor and despised, but 
the^unbounded popularitj' of Jackson, the defection of Duff Green, and the necessity of an 
organ at the seat of Gh)vernment, brought this unlicked cub into notice, and gave him import- . 
anoe and power, raising up a brutal parveuu, whose touch was contamination." If printing 
and banking could be settled permanently, it im>uld be a blessing to America, for more than 
half the legislation of the Umtcd States is devoted exclusively to these two subjects. Bribed 
presses and bribed a^nts were the means whereby Van Buren compelled the people to har- 
ness themselves to his car, and support men and measures, they would have nobly spurned 
had the truth been told. But what really independent press could live in Washington 1 
Wherice would it find support 1 The villainy of Blair, Ritchie, Croswell, and these Harris- 
burgh rascals, would never have become known to me, had they not fallen out. Hill's expose 
of Blair was complete. The petty thief whom the Recorder sends to Blackwell's Island to 
break stones or pick oakum is an an^l compared to the hired tool of a party at Washington. 
No lawyer in the Centre Street Sessions ever lied more for his fee than Blair has done for 
his fortune. His old master. Van Buren, approves it alL Na d4ntU o/U. Be it bank^ or 
anti-bank, sub-treasury or treasury notes, war or peace, Texas or Oregon, tariff or anti-tariff, 
land sales for cash, or land sales for credit, good Calhoun or bad Calhoun, good Swartwout or 
bad Swartwout, anything or nothing— your hireling is ever ready. All fe cares for is his 
tithe of the current plunder. Hill showed that Blair and Rives got enormous prices ; and 
Blair and Rives, in the Globe, expended columns to prove that their predecessors had cheated 
still more steadily. Hill names one job that will cost $563,000, or ^3,460 per volume, and 
affirms that Blair had got over $300,000 since Van Bunm left Washington, for printing, at 
prices higher than was charged in anv other city in the Unioh ; as alsa $100 for every work- 
ing day of the four years that Van Buren was president, or over $500,000. I am but an 
adopted citizen, and therefore liable to be slighted here, for the act of God in fixing my birth 
place in Scotland. Besides, I am poor, with a large family struggling for a humble livelihood, 
and in the evening of life— but were I young, a native, and possessed of the means of making 
myself heard, 1 would raise such a dust about the ears of these mock democrats as might end 
in improving the whole system. Blair may have cleared $150,000 of profits in one single 
year of Van Buren's term— I mean 1838, in which year his receipts from the public exceeaed 
$300,000. 

*TnB 200,000 MiUTU Schbmk.— In Deocmbec, 1838, Vad Baren, in his maiMfo to Confresa, mcoamMitfed 
Joel R. i*oinseu'« plan for a new militia orRaalsatloo, in Uwse words : ** Tho presmt conditiua of the dsfoncea 
" of our principal s«H-poru and navy yards, »% repr^senied by the accoinpaiiyinc raport of the secretary of war, 
*' calls for the early and serloas attention of ConRrew ; and as connecting itselt intimately with this sohjeci, I 
;* cannol recommend ton stronxty to vour coosMeiatlAn TUB PLAN snbiuitted by that ofllcor for the M-firgnnl* 
* latioB of the mlUlia of the United States." The plan was to divide the United Stale»lnto eigitt military dl»» 
Iricts ; la some cases thrt-e or lour states tn form a district, and in others, snch as New York, only one state ; 
to organize the uiSHtia so as to have a body of r2,600 men in each district in active service, and as many more 
in reserve ; altufseiher 900,000 men were tu be armed, eqa(|>ped, diilled, and ready for war ; the {iresident might 
call for and assemble such numbers as he pleased, twice a year, at such places as he chose within each die- 
irict : aiMl when on service these men were to be '* rattject to the same rules and articles of war as troops ef 
the IJ. 5." This plan was very unpopular. N. Y. state was required to furnish 18,000 active men, and these 
men might have been ordered to assemble anywtiere— Uie 3,000 actives for the 8th district down at Uiica, for 
Instance, Just before an Imporwnt election. Why not turn them as the aSOO.OOO corps of the N. Y. Customs 
am nmod, iato political machines 1 Thks plao the Globe praised and fttily endorsed, per order— the oppontloa 
circolated It far and wide— Van Buren found that it was haied— Ritchie wrote that It was injuring the cause, 
in Virginia ; he next wrote Foinsett, that it was called a " tymnnical and oppressive " itandlog army of 200,- 
000^ and bade him explahu This was la M • la July, Yan Buna Unwlf took the fiald, aad ia a vwf Idog 
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the eivil, naval, military, and diplomatic departments of the goverment, in Con- 
gress, in printing, iu the custom-houses, and in the Post Oifice, were never 
equalled on this continent, under like circumstances. The Globcy in 1839, 
ceased to defend the authorities in this particular, but on the Ist of May, took 
new ground, saying, " We challenge the whole corps of federal [opposition] 
** members to point out on the record of either house of Coi.gress, a prodigal, 
^* CORRUPT, LOG- ROLLING appropriation, which has not derived its principal sup- 
*' port from that party in the House which is now raising the clamor about it in 
^' the country.''* Mr. Blair then gives his account of what he justly calls '' that 

letter to J. B. Cnry, of Klicabeth city, pleaded thnt his *' knowledite nf military nflkira ww very limited,** ih^t 
it vnM ** bat /oicfy Uint his attention bad been drawn to thli tnl^ect,*' th:tt P«>lnMtt*a pliui was ant coBstit«- 
tlooal, and tMrsc amd vortt that he had not apprnt'ed of it in his Deceatber nie<ua||e ! Here are his words : 
'* We have lieen compelled in see. not I sboulii tliSnk, without shame and mortit^oition on the p:trt of every 
inienttous mind, whatever inny tic his potitidl prcrerenccs, the names t»f respcctible. citizens sabscribed to 
•laleDients, thnt I had in my antiaai inessMge expressed my approbation of •pint, which, not only had never 
been submitted to me, but was not even matared until more than three months after the messafw was seat m 
Coaareas.*' Umlt at my quotation fnmi his messafe, where he says, " / reaaot rteinmauL Urn ttremmlp to ynar 
consideration TH£ PLAN subuilUed *' bv Poinsett. I'hat was in December, 1839. Aow— Jaly, I8fO->he says 
THE PLAN was not then miitnrcd, and had not been submitted to him at ail ! ! ! 

Florida, as a territory, was under Van Bnren's especial care. He got this some Poinsett to send to Cob*, for 
Mondhoiinds, as an auxlibiry niiiitla to hunt down the Indians an4 poor forlorn nsfciovs whom oppcessloa had 
diiveu amoag them. 

Joel R. Poinsett, War Secietfirv, to Briff. General Z. Taylor, conAnnndlng Army of the South, Florida. 
** War DsPAKTMiirr, January S6. 1840. Blr : It is understmid by the I)e|Mrtnient, althoogh not offieinlly In. 
fanned of the fact, that the authorities of the Territory of Florida have iiiiponed a pacic of btoodhoDnds fmm 
the tsUnd of Cuba, and 1 think it proper to direct, In the fvent of thone dufcs lieing employed by any ofllcer or 
'^ 1 onder your commnml, that their use bo confined altui^ther to tmcldag the Indiiins; and in order to 



insure this, and prevent the possibility of their injuring any person whatsoever, th.-it they be muszled when in 
the field, and held with a leash whilft following the tmcic of the enemy. J. R. POiN8BTT ** 

Mr. Adams, in Congross, submitted the foltowlns resoiaticm : Retolved. That the Secretary of War bo direct- 
ed to report to this House the natural, |iolitical, and martial history of the binodhound, showing the peculiar 
fitness of that class of warriors to lie the associates of the gallant army of the United States, specifying the nice 
discrimination of his scent between the blood of the freeman and the blood of the slave— between the blood of 
the armed warrior and that of women and children— between the blood of the Mack, white, and colored men— 
between the blood of savage Seminctles and thiR of the Anglo-Saxon pio^ Christian. Also, a statemeBt of the 
nnmber of bloodhounds and their conductors. Imported by this Government, or by the authorities of Florida, 
fhm the Islaml of Cuba, and the cost of that importation. Also whether a further importation of the same 
heroic race into the State of Maine, to await the contingency of a contested Northeastern boundary question, 
is eeiiiempkited, or only to set an example to be followed by our possible adversary in the event or a coolUct. 
Whether measures have been taken to secure exclusively to ourselves the employment of this auxiliary force, 
and whether he deems it expedient to exiijnd to the said bloodhounds and ilieir posterity the benefit of the 
pensk>n laws. 

• Edwin Croswell axd John Van Buren. — Although these two pupils of the elder Van 
Buren and Butler his partner, are at present at variance, they have many points of resem- 
blance, and I have therefore given a brief notice o( ihera together. Edwin Craswell is nearly 
fifty years of age — ^the son of a newspaper editor in Cal^fcill, where also he, himself, conduciei 
a weekly paper. One of his brothers keeps a very pleasant hotel there, and the family arc 
wealthy. Edwin took charge of the Albany Ar^ m 1823, was then elected state printer, 
and has kept his position, while advocating rotation in office to others, for twenty-two years, 
except about as many months, during which Thurlow Weed, who besieged and took his for- 
tress by storm, held possession. * Edwin Croswell married a daughter ol John Adams, a law- 
yer in Catskill, wRo has been in Congress and held various offices. His nephew and busi- 
ness ,partner, Sherman Croswell, married her sister. From 1818 to 1838, CixjswcU followed 
Van Buren'slead implicitly in all things. In the matter of the sub-treasury, he subraill«il, as 
did Mafcy— -buf the ill-luck of IfillO and 1844, the splitting up of parties, through the slavery 
question, and the exposures made in my Lives of Hoyt and Butier, have helped to terminate 
an intimacy that was foimded solely on gain. There seemed to be a chance of healing difibr- 
ences, by giving Wright's editor, Cassidy, half the profits, and Sherman Croswell the other, 
but it lell fhrough last February. I described Croswell in 1843 as his political friends do 
now. O'SuUivaU, in the New* of Feb. 24, says, *' that in 1837, our party did not throw off all 
ol^this eonservatism. Edwin Croswell was as much its master-spirit then as now; as timid 
as any, as unsound as any. But the best office in the Union was floating amid the angry 
watcre ; he climg to it with a death-grip, and went with it to the boUom. But now, gorged to 
njUetioUy because he can ^t n» more, he summons his motley hosts of Conservatism to the 
rally." Croswelrs emoluments, when he got office, as Leakeys partner, in 1823, were small. 
SIO.OOO a year sufficed for printing in those days — but the expenditure gradually rose to 
970,000 per anuiim, all items mcluded. His receipts, from firbt to last, have been estimated by 
Flagg and others at a million of dollars. He had all the printing of the senate, the assembly, the 
executive, and the state departments, including laws, journals, legal notices, advertisements,' and, 
of coQise, the private sale and advertising gf hi8 paper, an4 his business as a printer. He Had 
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enormous and iniquitous waste of the public money ;" but the public willremem- 
be", that VanBuren had majorities in both houses, he had the means of investi- 
gating eyeiy dishonest charge, and he had sworn before God to .veto every bill 
which he could not, on full inquiry, deliberately approve. When, in an expen- 
diture of about 150 millions, Congress offered for Van Buren's approval, money 

the lion's share of the plunder levied by the regencyi in the foim of charters for banks, stock, 
dec He dealt in pubbc lands, he borrowed out the deposits, he sold his dwelling-hotise, with 
only three walls, to Marcy, Flagg, Dix and Beardsley, for the use of the governor, at $19,000 
— tne governor would not set his foot into it, and it had to be resold at a great loss— he was 
allowed enormous prices for his printing work, and many documents have passed througrh 
toy hands where he made .190 pages out of what would not have been 50 in the same type, ii 
fatrtv and economically printed— from those who had to give legal notices, a tax was levied of 
much more than they could have been as fully published for in other newspapers than the 
Argos — and the legislative report says, " This monopoly was so perfect, that if anv of the 
executive officers haa a job of printing which a mechanic would oflfer to execute at naif the 
price allowed in the contract, Uie wheek of retrenchment were firmly blocked by the preroga- 
tive of the State printer, secured to him by a law which could not be modified witnout the 
concurrence of the three branches of the law-making power." Governors, judges, senators, 
presidents, mayors, democrats and doorkeraers changed places— Croswell seemed the only 
permanent personal institution in the state, x have always considered Weed's inroad as the 
equivalent at least of the battld' of New Orleans— in staU printing. That enigma of a man, 
Col. Young, was loud and earnest in Croswell's support, in 1839, in defiance of public opinion, 
his own principle of rotation, and* his perfect knowledge of Chxsweirs cunning, tricky, sor- 
did character. Croswell has paid Yonng off since, in abuse and exposure ; pubUahed his 
begging letters for bank stock ; and is now endeavouring 't9 keep him out of the convention. 
'\^en the two stock-jobbing rascals. Senators Bishop and Kemble, were exposed as public 
cheats, Croswell stuck to uiem like a brother to the very last. Bishop, has, I think, reap- 
peared on the stage. I am told he was in the Van Buren state convention at Syracuse m 
1844, and went fist for Bouck, Wright being r^ his second choice. 

Among the official returns and estmiates of Crosvell's emoluments, are legislative printing 
Si298,000— printing ibr canals and offices $88,000— publishing notices $120,000— printing re- 
vised statutes $15,000— Ic^al advertising $50,000— publishing contracts, &c. from pos(K)ffice 
$10,000. (Benjamin F. Butler, besides his private practice, extracted from the merchants of 
this city and the executive, fees equal to about $70,000 in a little over two years !) 

Croswell is not very popular, and finding he could not keep his ofike longer, he joined the 
^7higs and a part of the democrats, last March, in recommending that eveiything printed offi< 
cially may be henceforth done by contracts. If those who give out the contracts are honest 
and capaUe^ there will be a saving by this ; if notj not. Croswell is a Aitoiier in state politics ; 
goes for Teias, slavery, Polk, Marcy, and Canada, Oregon, plunder, war; anything to make 
money. A hard money loco-foco is his detestation. He expressed a deep regre^that such 
discrediiaUe candidates as Slamm, of the Globe, and R. Townsend, had been nominated by 
Tammanv Hall ibi the Assembly, in Oct. 1837, and turned up his nasal organ at " the fac- 
tion," as he called some very worthy, honest friends of equal rights in this city. 

" Newspapers (says Hammond^ are topolitical parties whet working tool% are to mechan- 
ics"^and Col. Duane, in I8IO, asKed,. " Wh^ should we censure the National Intelligencer 
for adapting itself to the style and temper of its congressional patrons \ its existence depends 
upon its obeidicnce to the temporising and tricking schemes of the influential members of 
Congress. A paper published at Washington is as much dependent on the influence of the 
leading members as the newspapers of London on the court ; and there arenui strong inclina- 
tions to control and render the press subservient to views not purely public at the capitol, as 
at St. Stephen's." 

Some years ago, a democratic corporation of New York gave a $14,000 advertiseoAent, be- 
tween the Evening Post and New Era. The same information could have bees better spread 
for $1,000, but it was a fee. So, too, the public administrator's three weeks' notice lately in 
the Globe daily, at a large expense, and many, more such. 

The Custom-house here has its favorite presses*. Unclaimed goods are advertised once 
in nine months, and sold. The notice of sale, if published thrice in the papers of largest cir- 
culation, might be useful. Hoyt made it politically uscfuj^ I» the fall ot 1840, Mumford's 
Standard, Bell's New Era, the Evening Post, and the Journal of Commefte, each advertised 
these unclaimed packages for ONE MONTH, and received for so doing over $1800. When 
Hoyt was tried for embezzlement, the Post and Journal disposed of his case, interesting as it 
was to merchants, in a very few lines. Is it not clear and evident that a convention, and all 
the manly intelligence and stariing honesty of the commonwealth are wanted, to secure, if it 
be possible, permanent peace without overwhelming coiruption, as its accompeayinent V 
/ John Van Buren is, like Croswell, fond of money, but he has the art of a seeming frank- 
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voiti if forty-fovr millions vfhich the execvtif)e had mti n^iredj hk duty, his 
oath required him to examine carefully, and if he did not see cause to approve, 
to veto the profligate bills. Van Bureaus estimates in four years were t\) mil* 
lions'— Congress voted him 143 millions. On each bill he wrote *^ approved."* 

ness and liberality which are not real.) I hare made my readers wen enough acquainted with 
him, by other descriptions in this volume. Respectable journals have nominated him to the 
presidency, and alter what has been who can lell what may be 1 He visited London 
some years a^ on profcwional business, and while there swore to the identity of J. W. Webb, 
by his writing, so thai through the s^rp practice of Corning and others, he was arrested for 
an American debt while in Bri.«tol. (^is language in private life fhay be judged of by his leu 
icrs, which, though full of blasphemy against God, Vice Chancellor McCoun protected as lite- 
rary properly, so far as to enjoin mV last pamphlet, and, as far as he could, conceal from the 
honest people of the State his true charactccj He was appointed Attomev General bv that sys- 
tem 01 nomination which, as the Post admits, is corrupt to the core, ana managed by "a lew 
corrupt politicians^ who, like a greed)r pack of hounds, set upon any man who dares to expose 
their profligacy." (John Van Buren is a rowdy, the associate of rowdie»~matched in mouth 
with * t 

" Mastiff, blood-hound, mongrel grim, 

Cur and spaniel, hack and lym, 

Bobtail-tyke and trundle-tail ;" 

and the rest of that motley turnspit pack, that open in concert most hideous, whenever oar 
state Ninarod provokes the scent of a true reformer, all of them ready to bear him dovm, if 
possible. / 

John Van Buren was nominated for attorney general, by 93 members of the x^^rty, assem- 
bled in a private room. The vote was 47 to 4G, so he had but one of a majority there, which, 
if added to 44, not at that caucus, who supported Noxon, in the official vole, shows 91 members 
opposed to him, 46 for him. Yet by this infamous, cheating system this man got 92 votes 
and a salary, as first lawyer of New York, aud soon aftei' delivered a funeral eulogy on Jack- 
son at the capitol. He entered into partnersliip with James McKown, formerly and now 
again Recorder of Albany— went down to Hudson to assist the district aUome\' there to try 
poor Boughton and others— failed to convict him— made out his bill for S500, and Silas 
Wright ordered payment — went down next term ; assisted to try Boughton over again ; had a 
row and boring match with Ambrose Jordan, Boughton's lawyer, van Buren being the ag- 
gressor; imrolted the court ; both were sent 24 hours to jail with the prisoner? ; the iurors and 
witnesses, and case dela^Td; Boughton was convicted ; Van Buren asked ihc Judge(l£dmonds) 
what would be a £ur additional compensation, over and above his salary and the $600 he had 
had before; Edmonds replied, O^ another thousand dollars; this .«;hockcd even a Van Buren, 
or perhaps <jk)vemorWrij?ht refused to sanction such wholesale Butlcrizing, so Van Buien made 
out his bill for another S750, and got it He was the real " big thunder" after all. Wright 
sent him up to Delhi next, to assist the district attorney there, and ordered I-lagg to pay him 
another $500 for that trip, as an ^xtra. Greene ]}oisoned his wife, and Wris^hi sent him there 
also, to help the government lawyer, and ^ave him S350 extra for that. These tfcvcmrs are 
all in addition to very lucrative tecs of ofhce from Uie people, with a salary, and his private 
practice. The statutes define $5 a day as a rea^^n^ible compensation if a man go abro^id — 
$8 a day are paid to a Senator at Washington, and S3 to one at Albany. Wright allowed Van 
Buren nearer to $40 or S50 a day. Uuite economical ! A few days o^o, in Assembly, Mr. 
Harris proposed a resolution for adoption, stating that Van Buren, tolvin, district attorney, a 
jud^ and others were at an Albany County Convention on March 3 1st, hevinrine 'lOO 
rumans, who beat a number of respectable persons violfntly and dangerously, that a commit- 
tee of inquiry should be appointed, for the sake of the impartial admin isiration of justice. 
Nothing is as yetdone. A late production on the attorney general, entitled " The Lask," c(»- 
tahks more trutli than poetry : 

O, ' favorite frand^on nf iho Empire St^te !* Thee bcins ^nnd, still lengthens ont thy dnys, 

O ton of BUilrtc, w*berefore not lie gnni\ Fce«is thee wiUi {xtp, and f.\vv9 theo evcr^* piod. 
VVhMt ! ciiD'st thou pnnsc, and Khtill it then be luld Clothe^ thy toniE buck, nnd to thy Are adds wood: 

Thou are not worthy of thy father's fold T Nor stop ihon here, but einnhte the man 

Fiirbld It, tall John, pnn-e ihy^ielf thy sire's, Who scorns to lie. «ir luuch the flowing can. 

The wofM a bntmart, and her children llnrs; These xru thy fnuIlH : .-ind must I add. tluit ptfty 

Show thai the wand the great MagicLin »way8, Takes up thy time, and leads thee wnch a^tray Y 

* Ettrava^nce, he said, was not objectionable. When Jackson vetoed the bank, he 
was reminded that Madison had not done so. His rcpl)r was, I think the bank iinconfdt - 
tional. Who had equal means with Van Buren to inquire into, expose and check national pr o- 
fli^acy t No one. He had the whole army of officials at hand, to aid his InvestieLtion?, blt 
ju tnvT BIS CTES Aim UADE KOKB. In defiance of his solemn pledge to deia.ct Uie cciMiiu- 
iion, he said, " I approve," to the expenditure of many millioLS, lor the most wa&tef ul pur- 
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What says clanse 2d of § 7, art. 1 , of the constUulioa % That every bill " shall, 
before it become a law, be pre^jeated to the president : if he approve, he shall 
sign it ; but if not, he shall reluro it, wilh hi$ obJ€ciiims?^ HE HAD NO OB- 
JECTIONS. Every profligate vote had lii« willing signature ; and, in his nies- 
sage of Dec. 1839, this faithless sentinel replied to the public murmurs against 
him, that " no instance has occurred since the establishment of the government, 
in which the Executive, though a component part of the legislative power, has 
interposed an objection to an appropriation bill on the sole ground of its ex/rara- 
gfancc." Was not this calumniating others to shield his own misconduct .' 



CHAPTER XXX. 



A Hint to President Polk how to stop the Speculators^ and settle the Public 
Lands loi/A hardif and happy Farmers. 

Edmund Burke, in his work on the Frencji Revolution, condemned the 
scheme by which a paper circulation of 2o0 millions of dollars, founded on the 
confiscated lands of the church and nobility, had been substituted for the mouey 
of the nation ; and wisely foretold, that ^^ drawing out at discretion portions of 
the confiscated lands for sale, and carrying on a process of continual transmu- 
tation of paper into land, and land into paper, would produce an oligarchy of the 
worst kind, and leave power in the hands of the managers of this unstable 
circulation." Burke detested these Butlerizing adventurers, and roost truly re- 
marked, as many farmers in America have felt since his day, that " Usury is 
NOT A TUTOR OF AGRICULTURE." Hesveu savc the Republic from such over- 
shadowing Land Companies as that of 1835, by Wright, Butler and Van Buren ! 

poses, and then turned round and ofiered as an apology that less profligate presidents had 
not been very particular in their inqairies. This is old British tory extravagance with a 
vengeance. Georfire IV. could not have played his part mone royally. When Van Buren 
had been but one day governor of New York, he wrote Hoyt," I cannot consent to contribute 
by any act of mine to the prevalence of that great political vice, a desire to sh.m responsibi- 
lity." When presideni, he shuffled off the obligation of an oath to see economy practised, bv 
the plea of, " it is not fashionable to put that part of the constitution in force in a literal sense)* 
It was fashionable tor the executive to wink at the proflieate expenditure of Congress, the 
members of which vote themselves $:16 a day in place of $8, in various forms— and thongh 
40 to 63 membsrs will be absent for months together, every man of them, in the teeth of the 
law, gets piv from the first day of the session to the last, just as if they had been all in Wash- 
ington attending to their duty. Not lon^ since, Mr. Biyant meiitioned in the £vening Post, 
that half the captains and commanders ot the navy were at home on their farms, or in other 
bisindss, and had been so for many yeaxs; which meant that tome 70 men were receiv- 
ing, soma $253J and others S1800 a year each, for nothing, and getting unfit for sea service, 
in order that gavemmsnt might have patronag;2, and be enabled to provide infl jential families 
with idle and aifl tent livings at the public expense. This is far, far worse than even in £ng- 
land— but Van Buren sought not to provide a remedy. " Everv public defaulter is not only a 
liar, bit is punishable Or perjury," says Dr. Mayo of Va. Of the enormous embezzlements 
miki knovra in Van B area's thn2, was there even one rascal punish3d 1 Poin lexter tells us 
that Woodbury was checked by the President when he ventured to threaten or interfere wilh the 
sharp practice of Jesse Hoyt! 

Compare this sickining public profligacy with that ingrained avarice and meanness which 
could sland^ individuals coll them dogs and imposton^ and groan in spirit for ths risk of los- 
ing a $5 or SlO lo.inl [page 181], setting an attorney a-danning aAcr a few shillings— and 
[p9ge3v)l]biddin? Hoyrs brother charge an aceoom with fijr one cmt I John Van Buren, 
too, how keen hjl^^oks after t^e smallest difference in m^ney ! while S. T. Van Buren, an- 
other son, liberally bestows a $5 bill to set the New Era afloat as a democratic journal ! 
Compare these with ihi violation of an oath, the approbation of wliolefale profligacy and ex< 
travagance, and acquit Van Buren if you can. 



152 butler's call to the unconverted hoyt— sandy htll. 

M ranch time on my cnrrespondents, as the ordinary business of the day will pennit. Yet I ean* 
not sufTer him to go without hearing my thanks fur your constant attention tn my cuncerna, and 
your endeavors to promote my interest and happiness. Your several l«-ttei8 were perused with 
much pleasure. I shall expect them to bo continued, but at the aame time hope you will not im. 
pose rot) great a tax upon your time for the sake of keeping me advised of the various uccarrences 
of the 3<re. You know whnt [ mean precisely. Men of busin<'Bs have not the leisore to be very 
constant correspondents, nor can it be expected fpora them. Yoo have really a fine state of po- 
litical corifuciitn at Albany. I tliink the aituation of the Governor [Clinton] is daily becoming 
m»jre d« spemre. 

I think that I am not unmindful of the advantages of the situation in which I am placed, nor 
altogether destitute of gratitude for the blessings which Providence has conferred on me. I ac« 
knuwiedge that the Bounty is great and the return small — But such is man — unworthy of any 
thing, and owing all that he possesses to the goodness of his Creator ; he despises while he enjoys, 
and furt;ets while he receives, lie expecta the sun to riar and his wants to be supplied, but he 
seldom asks f<ir either, much lera frequently thanks HIM from whom proceeds ** every good and 
every perfect gift." And were it not that he causes the sun to shine on the •* evil as well as on th« 
good," gives to all ** their meat in due aeaaon,*' and carea for those who care not and think not of 
hlin, there would be nothing to cheer and sustain a great portion of the human race. 

I am more and more pleased with my duties. I^hey require industry and attention, but they 
give ine more leisure ih;in I had while in Albany, and furnish me more eaaily with sufficient to 
provide for my hou8«»hold. 

The ouly difficulty here is THE WANT OF the stated PREACHING OF THE GOSPh L. 
Had toe n faithful and respectable minister, and were the people more anxious for and attentive to 
religion, / mhould have nothing to ask for, but the eontinuance of healthy to make this place delight* 
Jul. The contrast between Albany and Sandy Hill in this particular is great. You do not st all 
esiim ite as y«»u ought, the peculiar privileges you ei\joy. They are remarkably ereat — they are 
perhaps superior to those of any other place of its size — to the Christian — the Scholar — the Phi- 
lanthroptst, their value is inestimable. But there are deeper and more solemn considerations con- 
iiected with them. The Gospel is either a " savor of life unto life," or of **deaih unto death." 
And how can those " escape who neglect so great salvation ?" 

Remember me to Morton and Birchard. Tell them I should like to hear from them. 

What a bungling piece of work Mr. Loomis baa made of my speech. It baa mortified me ex. 
cessively to see so many stupid blunders issued to the world with my name prefixed. Pray tell 
jny friends that I lay no claims to the bantling in ita preaent dress. 

• Youra truly, BENJAMIN F. BUTLER. 



{To J. Hoyt)^Banking'~Election9^Van Buren^Rural Life at Sandy Bill. 

[No. 3.1 Sandt Hirx, May 4th. 1819. 

Dear friend : I received yours of the 1st to.day, and seize this moment of writing you BECAUSE 
I CAN DO IT IN MY PRIVATE CAPACITY, and without reference to my official character. 

For the last fortnight I have had various concerns to sttend to, which have rendered it impossible 
for me to say more in my epistles than necessity required— 4uch as Gardening and Banking- 
Working about the d>K>r>yard and Paying Specie— Mending Fences, and SIGNING NOTES, 
fltc, &c.. interspersed occasionally with Law and Politics. 

In the meantime I ba\'e received several commanications from you for which you are entitled to 
my thanks, altho' some of them took me considerable time to decipher. Pmy write more legibiy for 
the future. Were it not that I have long known your ■* pothooks and trammells," labould be 
obliged to send some of them to the Delphic Oracle for his learned investigation. 

The Election Retuma are so far unfavorable to the hopes of Mr. Clinton and his friends, and 
f presume his destiny is fixed. The federalists here put no candidstesof their own in nomina. 
^on ; and with the exception of some intelligent men in the western part of this county, aop^ 
jQTifd the Clintonian ticket and carried the electi(fn. I voted for Senators, and offered to voia 
or membera of Assembly, but after a long discunion of my and various argnmenis . 

ind opinions from lawyers and electioneerera, the board very gravely decided that 1 was nut yet 
laturalix^d ^in which I think it probable they were right. 

The Chancellor h ta really assumed \ great deal in deciding against me. Please obtain a copy 
>f the decretal order — not of his opinion, for I suppose that would take you a week to copy— >and 

nd hy st>me person at your convenience. 

Upon what ground did he admit you — as of right, or ex gratia ? I am glad that he has done 
t, and hope you may find it the harbinger of good fortune. 

What think you of the New Insolvent Law? Do you intend to proceed under itt Or have 
rou not phil<««iphy enough to live poor all yoarlife, with a millstone mi your neck f 

Did I understand you that A. H. V. B. waa to renxtve to Albany f If ra. when does be 
^me, and how will it affect you 7 He can do no buaineaa of cooieqocnce at iludaoo, neiihar is 
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he qtialifiecl for that of the Attorney GenereI*B depanment How does the hnaineea get along, and 
wfa ii ta the atate, generally, of yuur ejecuneut aaitfl ? Are any of them to be tried m thestf Cir- 
cuits or not 7 1 aoroetiine« wiahed after my removal, that I could take a peep for a monii-m in 
the Reiiidierit, and engage again in the ^ervioe i»f the ^^vereign People — and «o Uttt^ had J been 
accustomed to the mnuagemeut of tfm Attorney General {M. Van BurenJ'e r//a<re //u6Zic, prwUe, 
aud doniestic, thai 1 oUeu thought thut no oiie could attend to them but myaelt. My ncta awcatioms, 
however, have noie become familiar andpUaeaat, end I can attend to them without troubling my. 
aeii about tiie borids, mortgagee, or ejectuients of tlie Slate. 

1 wiint very much to see yo i up here. The warm weather has brooght on vegetatioo, and reii- 11 
dered the country quite inviting. Here we have 

" Flowen in tbe valley, aplAndor in the beam, {{ 

Hsttlti) in Um gale, aiul frttbueM in the ftimra." 

Here are pleasant walks and ahady groves— rivers and cataracts— larks, robins, and gFasshop* 
pers— fine blooming damsels and healthy yeomen. 

Our place is delightfully romantic — you may stroll on the banks of tbe Hudaon^^new the 
niuuniains where it takes its rise— and listen to the incessant roar of Bsker's Faira. In all tbe 
aionih ol June, 1 shall luok for you, and hope my expectations will not be fruiilesd. 

There are s dozen or more of my young friends whom 1 should be happy to see in the coorae 
of the aummf r, and if anything on my part can induce them to Hesen the sultry streets of Albany 
ibr a week or two, I shall hope f«>r the pleasure of their society at Sandy Hill. 

Titvre is but little Law Bueintee doing here. If I was dependent on that I shonld have had . 
the hurrurs long ago. Perhaps, however, it may be as good here as at Albany, or at any other ^ 
place. I read more than 1 did while with yon, and ahail confirme in the professiim even if 1 neglect 
the practice. [Here follow instmotions about Mr. Van Barenand his matters.] 

I believM I have never told you that Porter discharged Van Renssetare without my knowledge, 
agency or interference, directly or indirectly, and I knew nothing of it until he told me what he 
had dune. Yon can't say this is not long enough. Yours troly, B. F. BUTLER. 



7b Jesee Hoyt, on Banking, Specie, Law, (fe. 

[No 4.] Wadiington and Warren Bank, Sandt Hill, May 8tb, 1819. Dear Sir: Isentjl' 
by Mr Skinner a package and letter for Mr. Barker, which send as usual. I hear that be ha^!; 
bad a demonMtration (as Fackenham and Co. would have ssid,) made upon him this week, which|i 
was manfully repelled. My secretary being otherwise engaged, deprives yon of the pleasure o;|| 
reoeiving this intereeting epistle in her '* own proper handwriting." M 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. ! ' 

Washington and Warren Bank, Sandt Hoi., May 15th 1819. Dear Sir: I send by Mr*!^ 
Baird, in current and uncurrent notes, $1100— J. & F. Baird'S check, $1 100— whkh latter pleas^i 
collect, add to the cish, and aend all to Mr. Jacob Barker. I wrote yesterday per Mr. Bakeri 
and forwirded a package. Was it received 1 Tbe keg of specie was left by accident at Waterj 
ford, hut is expected to-day. I am in no want of it, and shall sttfTer no inconvenience fron 
the delay. Yoars truly, B. F. BUTLER." 

[No. 5.] " I send you by Mr. Blin, $3500, in current notes, to be forwarded to Mr. BRrkeifi-* 
I have no time to write him by this conveyance. Please drop a line mentioning that I have re*,. 
oeived the keg of sfjecte and placed the amount to the credit of the E. Bank, and also adviain||' 
him of this remittance." 

[No. 6.] Mfly 29 — " I sued S. S. L • • • by bill, sometime since. He persunded me bjf 
▼ariou«, repeated, and pressing solicitations, to give him time till let of May. He has not paid 
snd will not. Please draw a cognovit for $63,50, the amount, obtain his eiffoature, and let th 
judgment bo forthwith entered. 1 send narr. and note, and Charles will do the labtir under you 
direction. B. F. BUTLER." 



To Jeeee Hoyt, on Banking, and variou* kinde of Currency. 

[No. 7.1 Washinotoh Awn Wssbin Bsitk, Sanoy H»ll. Jane Sd, 1819— Dear Sir: T seni 
you by Mr. S. M. Hitchcock two sealed packages eontaining in the two. Cnrrent Notes $5T5( 
—Do. checks on Bank of Albany $425— Uncurrent notes $1750.— $7335. Please colle(|| 
tbe checks, make up cash in a package, and srnd all to Mr. Barker. Perhips it would be b^di 
to put the whole into one envelope without disturbing the packages that I have arranged. Th^i> 
larjreBt, I had on hand a week ago, hut have not been able to send it till now. One of the checkH^ 
!«? not payable until the 5ifa, but perhaps you can get the money in time for the Boat which lenv*. 
Albany on that day. Yours very truly, B. F. BUTLER* I 




154 I HAVB NO MONET BUT WHAT IS TOO GOOD FOR TUBM-^JACOB BABKBB. 

[No. 8.] Sandt Hill, Jane 3d, 1619. -^ Dear Sir : I send you $96,25 to be applied aa ibl- 
lows— N R bal. of my ate. $33,28 — £. & E. E. do. $10,06. 

[Next he names. '* Sufibrd & Spencer, bal. of my ate. $40^-L. & L. Vankleeck & Co. 
$40** — which two last aums he erases, and remarks — " These I believe I shall not send till nex^ 
week, tu I have no money but what is TOO GOOD FOR THEM.'*] Draw accounts in full for 
ever and ever from the beginning of the worid to this day, and I will pay no more debts of its 
contracting, 9^1. The Attorney General for costs received Sd May (capias not served) f43. 
Please take receipts from all the above crediton of mine. B. F. B. 



To /. Hoyt, on Law, Charles Butler , Col. Pitcher, Barker, the Niagara Bank, and VanBurcn. 

[No. 9.] Sandy Hill, June 5th, 1819. 

Dear Sir : I have youra of the 3l8t ult., 1st inst., and also one by Mr. GifTord. I shall en- 
deavor as soon ss possible to send you some pspers in these Chancery causes. I do regret that 
I did not know that Mr. V. B. was about attending the June term of the Court of Chancery. I 
might have had all my business in train for it. I wish you to tell Judge Beekman that the logs 
are nearly all aawed, and will be probably carried off by Hitchcock next week. If he wishes 
any thing done now it must be directed by the Tuesday mail, or there will be no hold on the 
property. Is it your opinion that the writ de proprietate probanda cannot issue until the alias 
plaint, or that it may issue upon the first writ in replevin, or the firet plaint? I suppose, aa I 
wrote you before, by my Booke, that it issues forthwith on the plaint before the plaint is returna- 
ble, but not until the alias writ of Replevin 7 Plesse look at Fitzherbert'a Nat. &ev., Dalton^ 
Sheriff, 6lc., I am sure your librery will tell. I shall send a witness and only one, for I can find 

no more, in the cause, vis : John Sheldon, next week, if they can examine him in Mr. 

Van Buren's absence. * * » * 

I have not been in court but little, either Common Pleas, or Circuit — Shaving had a great deal 
to do in the Bank, and in my Law Business. I want a clerk very much, and as soon as Charles's 
company will be convenient shall send for him. If he gets over his fooHsh, hair brained 
projects, I shall keep him with me, for I think he ought to be under the eye of some person who 
can manage him. 

He haa some talents, but is rather overcharged with false pride, squeamish sensibility and ill 
guided ambition. I have been obliged to tell him very plainly what I thought of his style of 
writing and modes of thought — the first, like the latter, is frothy and bombastic—indeed, 
precisely like a boy of 18 of some genius, but that untutored and misdirected. I hope you got my 
package by Hitchcock, t have now $3000 in current notes, received since Wednesday, which 
I would send by Colonel Pitcher, who conveys thie, but he starts from here on foot, snd goes on 
a rnft from Fort Miller, and though an honest man might be robbed or knocked overboard. I 
shall keep it till next week Send the enclosed letter to Jacob Barker by first mail — to my 
father put in the P. O., Monday eveningb I forgot it to-day. That to Goodenow send by a 
private hand. 

/ am unable to say anything now ABOUT THE NIAGARA B ANK— <mZy that if Mr. J?., 
[meaning Jacob Barker], could be eure of life, he could make it a profitable concern — but has, 
in my opinion, irons enough in the fire, already, for one man. But then he's A HOST himself. 
// he gets the stock, you must stand ready to interpose a cUam for the management of the busi. 
ness — that is — ^if you would be willing to accept such a place. He would require some one 
that he could repose confidence in to take charge of it Though I have no idea that he will get 
it. ** Double, double — toil and trouble," appears to be the onder of the day in the conmtiercial 
and financial world — ^where it will land as I am unable to say. * * * * 

You say my Chancery business is attended to. How ? Can you tell me whether Mr. 

or Mr. has seen the Attorney General about the Factory cause, and what was the Attor- 
ney General's opinion aa to their issuing execution 7 I am so much perplexed with anxiety and 
apprehlnsion about my unfinished business, that I would gladly resign the whole. The Attorney 
General [Mr. M. Vanburen] is never at home — and when he is, I am so far from him, that I 
cannot have that direct and constant conmiunication which the interests of our clients demand. 
One thing I most earnestly desire of you, and that is to forward me all notices, papen, &e., 
that may be served on Mr. V, B. [Van Buren] as my agent. He would never think of it him- 
aelf, and my clients might be kicked out of court before I knew it. I shall make no more com- 
plaints about your bad writing, though your scrawls are most infamous, after the capere I have 
cut in this epistle. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Jesse Hoyt, on a Banker^s Ways and Means. 

[No. 10.] Washington and Wakksn Bank, Sandt Hill, June 9th, 1819. 

Dear Sir : I am almost wholly destitute of Waahington and Warren notes, and shall nn- 
donbtedly ha^e occasioa for lome befQic I can be fonSahed with a mpply from New York bf 
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Mr. Baiker. If yon have authority from him to obtain from the Mechanics andJParmera' Bank 
tlie packages from those Banks which draw on Mr. Barker, which I presume is the case, for the 
purpose of forwarding to Npw York, you will please send me by 6r8t safe conveyance One 
thousand five hundred dollars in the common notes of this Bank, which will answer me for ex- 
changing until I can hear from Mr. B., of all which you will advise him. If, however, you 
should receive from New York a supply of our notes, in sheets, or otherwise, for this Bank, you 
will not interfere with the packages at ^e M. &> F. Bank. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

P. S. If I send any papers by Mrs. Coffin and her son, I shall direct them, if they do not see 
you, to be left at Wis wall's store. They will stop at Troy for the night and may not be at Al- 
bany but a few minutes. I hear that a Mr. Clark from this village starts for Albany to-day ; if 
he does I shall send by him, and he would be a good person to send me the W. and W. notes 
by. Upon reflection, f enclose a check on the M. & V. Bank, for ^450, drawn by Abraham 
Martling, endorsed by Uriah Marvin and Jeremy Rockwell, and also made payable by me to 
your order. Please present and collect it, and keep the amount until you receive a package 
from me, when you will forward it to Mr. Barker. 

If the check is not paid, please give notice thereof by mail ifutanter to all the parties. Msrt- 
ling I do not know — neither can I learn his residence. Marvin you know — Roekwell lives 
at Hadley, Saratoga County. I intended to have sent the check to-day by a private hand, but 
to guard against accident, think it safest to forward by mail, being tlis first pott after its receipt. 

B. F. B. 



To Jesse Hoyt, at Albany, on his fitness to he Cashier of the Buffalo Bank. 

[No. 11.] [per Mr. Tburman, from Sandy Hill,] June 11, 1819. 

Dear Sir : I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, ranntioning the subject of the NIAG« 
ARA BANK, and requesting my opinion of a certain friend of mine, for CASHIER, provi- 
ded he should conclude to purchase the stock — to tahieh I have replied as follows : — 

'* I am happy to hear, by your letter, that in the event of your engaging in the Niagara Bank, 
you have thought of MY FRIEND HOYT, for Cashier. / know of no person within the circle 
of my acquaintance whom I could recommend with equal confidence far that situation, HIS 
INTEGRITY, ZEAL AND INDUSTRY, would, I am confident, insure him your approbation 
and esteem. There can be no doubt of his being amply qualified for the task. His acquain- 
tance widi business is general, and extensive, and for perseverance and activity I know of no one 
who surpasses him. His experience in Mercantile buaioeas, would alone have qualified him for 
the place, but in additition to that he has the advantage of some considerable acquaintance with 
the business of banking, from his employment last year in the Mechanics and Farmer^ Bank. 
I have known him for several years ; intimately, for about three. After the unfortunate ter~ 
mination of his Mercantile concerns, instead of spending his time in idlene8S,x)r giving way to 
despair or diss^nUion, which is commonly the ease in SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, he resolved 
forthwith to enter into emplo3rment of some kind or other ; and, as nothing ofiibied by which he 
could do better, he commenced the study of the law. All his friends, (and I amongst the rest,) 
thought this a very forlorn hope, for such had been his previous active life, and so long was his 
term of study, that I considered it absolutely impossible for him to confine himself to so irksome 
an employment as a clerkship in a law office, without any prospect of a speedy admission either 
to the practice or the profits of the profession. He was for nearly three years in my office, and 
for fidelity and attention, perseverance and application, the tvry best clerk J ever met with. I 
consider him perfectly competent to examine (a) into the affairs of the Bank of Buffalo, and give 
you an accurate and judicious account of every thing that relates to it. It is needless for me to 
say that I feel a deep interest in his prosperity, and that nothing would give me greater pleasure 
than to see him placed in such a situation as would give him a competent support ; but perhops 
it may be necessary to satisfy you that my opinion of his merits is not overrated. I acknowledge 
that I am his friend, and I know that fiiends, like loven, an a little blind to the fiiults of those 
they esteem, bnt I believe I may safely refer you to any penon acquainted with Mr. Hoyt, for a 
confirmation of what I have said." 

{a) This is in reply to a suggestion about sending you up to investigate the business, pi^par- 
atOTy to a decision on the subject. I have sent my brief in — .>» cause to New York last week 
by mail. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 12.] June 14. I send you by J. L. Thurman, Esq., a package for Mr. Barker, conta^- 
ings m current notes, $2,300. 1 have received yours by Mr. Clark, with $1,300 in W. and W. 
notes. 



15S TRX I)(MORAt TBNDBNCtBS OF MONEY CRAXOTKO. 

7^ Hoyt, ra Law, StrmoherrUB, StMrtevanU and Mn, Okott 
[No. 19.] Paivdv Hill, iana tSth. Iftld. 

Defer Fnend : I am very tnneh indebted to yoo for four elabormie and very learned opinion 
upon the qaention m replevin. FVom rhe aoqunintanee with the tnbject which yoo display* I 
doubt not that Sir Thomas MooreV famoas question would have received a prompt answer from, 
you, altho* it puzzled a very erudite professor in one of the European CollegfS. When are yo« 
coming up to Sandy Hill ? The country iavery pleasant, and will continue ao for some time ; 
but in about a forcnight we ahail have strawberries, Slc., in abundance ; and during that ai-aaon 
should like to see our friends. If Charles is at Albany he can come up with the bearer, Mr. 
Siurievanu Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

P. S. If yon have any money to send me, I would not adviae you to send it by Mr. S. 

[Before Mr. Butler's postscript I find a postscript by Mrs. Butler, wherein, among other things, 
ahe says — ** 1 repeat the qoeation * When are you coming up 7* We want to aee you very much, 
and hope for the pleasure befote many weeks expire. If you ever have the htinor and pleasure 
of seeing Mrs. Oicott, I wish you would present my love to her. and tell her I often flatter my. 
self with the hope that ahe will come up to Sandy Ilill, and aee how country folks live. We 
have a plenty of pork, and soon shall have new potatoea and green corn. H. B." Mrs. B's 
anxiety to have the Albany Banker's wife up at Sandy Hill is explained by the subsequent run 
by Oicott on Butler, and their angry correapondenoe.— W. L. M.] 



3b Hayt, afteiomg ki$ plan of meeting a run for ^teeie. 

[No. 14.] Washington and Wanen Bank, Sahdt Hill, June 21, 1819. 

Detir Sir : My letter of yesterday informed you that I was engaged in a running fight with a 
aquadron from Commodore WiswaU's fleet. I send you by Mr. B. Wing, $900 in Troy, Lan- 
singburg, and Albany bills, which I wish you if postihU to convert into specie. I do not know that 
1 shall need it, but it will be suflicient with what f have, to teaze the enemy for tho whuie week, 
if he should maintain hia ground for so long a time. Mr. Wing will wait for tho specie. 

I ahould suppose thst so small a sum could easily be procured, especially if you divide the 
amount, say $500 for Mechanica and Farmers' Bank and $300 for the others. I do not wiah U 
lifp^d that I am in want of it to meet a demand on the Bank. / with fou to oa$ to ike bank 
that you want SMALL CHANGE ; and for that you will give them current bills. If you can 
obuin $600 it will answer the pvrpoae, and if small money ia not to be had anything elae will 
an!*wer. 

// yott are unaUe to obtain the amount of $600 in Albanf, you will please select the nofcsof the 
two Banks of Troy, and direct Mr. Wing to call at those Banks with their respective notes, and 
requeat them tc» furnish him with amail money for change, and if they rsfose, to demand specie. 
(Give him written directions.) The other money in the package you may keep to be sent to Mr. 
Barker when 1 remit. 

I ahail write you by the Wedneaday mail, and shall also enclose a letter for Mr. Barker, which 
it would be desirable to have sent by Thumday's boat. You will probably enaoie iu iroing then 
if you call at the P. O. early on Thursday morning andrequaot tkgm to open the Northam Mail* 
I believe that generally they leave it until after the boat haa left, which ia very injurious to me. 

Youra truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No, 15.] Sandy Hill, June Slst, 1819. 

Dear Sir : By the enclosed (which please read, and after that wafer and send by Wednesday's 
boat,) y-iu will learn the aituation of afiainihcre. If Commodore W. reported anything disad- 
vantageous, please correct it. I did not offer, as before to Allen, to pay him one bill at a time; 
but on Saturday, offered him a large amount of specie, which be declined waiting for me to count. 
If y«»u think that you can get the specie for my notes, which wi'l be chiefly Troy, dtc, please so 
inform Mr. Barker. Mr. Bacon is the penon who brought the $706. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

On oeeming to pay at a Bank^-GiUhritt outwitted. 
[No. 16] Washington and Warren Bank, Sandy Hnx, Wednesdsy morning, June 23, 1819. 

[To Jacob Barker. Esq., New York.] Dear Sir, *»*♦♦! have redeemed in the whole $780, 
daring the two days past-^all in large bills. I have now on hand, about $300 in small change, 
$900 in dollars and five francs, and $300 in gold. With this fon« I can with certainty soaisin 
myself until Saturday morning, and by that time I have no doubt I shall have a further supply oc 
specie from Mr. Hoyt. • • • » • 

I encl<is« you a copy of Mr. Olcott*s letter. This is a new proof of the wavering policy o'*that 
Bink, and of the little reliance to be placed on Mr Olcott*8 professions or engagements, for he 
ofiered of bis own accord to me last spring, that 1 might at any time draw on yon at a few dofo 
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§ighi, if I ehote so to do. • • • • • I have this morning had two amall sums of oar notet 
prMientod, ilie AIM fort7^^(be oiber for ^1— both from Albany; and both endoord to Mr. 
fidrd, with a reqaAnt that b« would present ihem immediately, and Mat the credit of the Bank 
WM completely down^ which wae. ihAjMnumf their. ending thtm up, I ehall pay theee, hecauee 
the money will go down by the mail to-day and may quiet the appreheneion of wme pereone wha 
would otherwise send up; but I aJiall'requeet Mr, B. to decline any further commiaeionof the 
kind; and if any more euch appear, I SHALL fUT THEM ON THE SAME GROUND WITH 
THE OTHERS. 

As the calls this week hove assumed the character of a run on the Bank, you will undoabu 
tdJy see the necessity of giving n.e a supply of specie as soon as possible. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTI^ER. - 

P. S.— Sinoe writing the above, Wiswall has shown me his money ; he has now $4800. Gil- 
christ has demanded bis bills. / told him I was ready to pay in epecie, hut commenced paying 
Wwwall, he preeeating his bilUJiret, Gilchrist has resolved not to wait and returns in the stage. 

Olcott on pretended Banki and Bankers, 
[No. 17.] [Mr. Olcott to President Butler.]— •« Mechanics" and Farmers* Bank, Albany, June 
21, 1819.^Dear Sir : We send by the bearer, Mr. GilchriHt, Fifty three himdr^d dollars »f the 
Bills of your Bank, for redemption. You are probably aware of the determination of the Banlta 
in this eity to take no drafts ifom country books on the city of New York ; and least yon may 
think the measure unfirieadiy or oppressive, I would mention that our object is to prevent country 
Bonks from placing funds in N. Y., to speculate on their own depreciated paper. That they do 
operate in this way we have good reason to suspect ; otherwise why do they place funds at so I 
great a distance from Me only spot where they PRETEND TO REDEEM, or give specie 
value to their bills. I should be glad to make an exception of your Bank, did not our circum- 
stances require a prompt and speedy return, and I trust I am not mistaken in the belief that yoa 
will give our agent every facility and accommodation. With great regard, &c." 

Tb Jesse Hoyt, in which Mr, Butler deviates a little from the truth, 
[No. 18.1 [per Mr. Hitchcock.] Sahdy Hill, June 22, 1819. Tuesday evening. 

Dear Sir : I bave finished my second day^s work with Wiswall. Have atsn sent you to-day 
ffiliO in current notes to be convened into specie, by Mr. Benj. Wing. I requested you to pro- 
cure it peaceably from the Banks there, but I now wish tbat you would convert it into Median- < 
ics and Farmers* Bank notes, and demand the specie from them if they are unwilling to advanoo i 
it promptly. Mr. Olcott has to-day sent up between (5000 and $6000 by Mr. Gilchrist. Ho ar- 
rived here in the stage a little before two. Mr. Oh»tt writes me a very friendly Uttsr, stating 
that they wilt not take drafts on New York, and that they mean to make the country Banks 
keep their funds at home. His messengfer also refuses to take our notes pnyable in New York.' > 
or those of the Exchange Bank. Bv the by, T must be hard pressed before 1 pert with the latter' 
for any one, friend or foe. I have to\d Mr. Gilchrist that I w-s READY TO PAY SPECIE;! 
and would pay specie at ALL'TIMES DURING BANKING HOURS; and that fwimldpay: 
nothing else. Whether he will remain or nut I do not know. If he daes, Ae must wait till li 
am through with WiswaU. I send |^50, in current bills by Mr. Hitchcock, to be added to the| 
$900| and managed in the same manner, I did not mean to cnll on Mr. Olcott for specie, butuj 
•nee his message to-doy I intend to pay him specie and to make him furnish it besides. Vow i 
need not teU him so, however. J must ktne SOME specie by Mr. Wing, and shall rely on yon 
for it, five or six hundred dollars carries me safely* through the week. 

Youre tnily, B. F. BUTLER, j 

You may send a copy of the foregoing by Thursday's boat. 

Let the papers in Mr. Hitchcock's care be sent op. 

Jesse Hoyt instructed to proclaim that the Bank could and would pay, 
[No. 19.] WAsniifoTofv dt Warrsji Bank, Saxsy Hill, June 23, 1819. Wed. 9, A. M. 
Dear Sir: Read the enclosed letter to Mr. Barker, seal and send it as soon as possible, and i[ 
the specie for the $ 11.50 is not already on the wav, hasten it as speedily as possible. TEL~ 
ALL PERSONS THAT THE BANK HAS NOT STOPPED, AND WILL NOT STOl 
PAYMENT, AND THAT WE PAY IN SPECIE. I presume the rumour of the failure 
our Bank in Albany must have anscn from the reports of Wiswall. Let no one know t 

♦ HU latter wn» written on Tuetd&y eveninf— ftiur dsr« of the week were yet to come— Bwtler wiw '***v t* r 
Oilchrirt svecte. and ' nutbiof eUa *— the' bt* nad •carce'lir any tn |«i-. and wai dependin/r < n ^ f«w hundred doll 
of nBoll chAOge to cnrrv bim Mifely through the week. (X coune. his itUtement to Cilchriit Rod othoffl thet ho wo 
able to imy and would do so. was uqUim. Mr Gilchrist is now in New Vurk. a merchant, I believe. He tait 
thai so raf was Mr- Holler Trom payinf that be thieatened to put him out of his office. l)f course, ho left tSm^ 
HiH. Whether the Wiswall jMotimcted poyraeat was soother pious, kgal and financial trick, is a question eaait 
•eked iJmb anawwed. 
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amount of my calU, nor of my fund*. If any specie comet from Mr. Barker, forward it by «r. 
pre99. YooiB truly, B. F. BUTL£fL 

To Hoytf aUwing the PrendenOs nice sense of honor. 
[No. 30.] Sanvt Hill, June 34, 1819. Thursday morning, 10 minutea before 10. 

Dear Hoyt : • The intelligence by Mr. Wing ia unexpected and unpleasant, I am aorry yon 
did not send the specie. In the absence of all xhstbuctioxs from Mr. Barker for a fortnight, I 
consider it my duty to continue paying. If 1 stop I may as well stop next week as this. I can 
hold out through this week. My courage is undaunted, spirits not [at] all depressed, and if I die 
*' I die with harness on my back," fighting as long as possible. 

(Favoured by Mr. Boyd.) Yours truly, B. F BUTLER. 

P. S. There are thousanda of men and of paper here, Mr. Boyd had agreed to take my 

draft on Jacob Barker, a< 10 daye* sight. While he was gone to Baird's for the money. Wing 

arrived express. I could have given it afterwards, but CONCEIVING IT DISHONORABLE,* 

TOLD^UM IN CONFIDENCE WHAT I HAD HEARD, and refused to give himthe draft. 



To Hoyt, saying he toouid stop if Att mastsr so ordered, 
[No. 91.] Sandt Hill, June 35, 1819, 10 o'clock A. M. 

Dear Hoyt : I have not yet stopped payment, and ahail not (unless Mr. Barker directs me to do 
so,) until I am obliged to give up the sh^. Youra truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 32] Washington and Warren Bank, Saitdt Hill, June 26, 1819. 

Dear Sir ■ I enclose you a letter for Mr. Barker, which please read, and then copy. Send one 
copy to New York for Mr. Barker, and keep the other on hand for him, aa he may be at Albany be- 
fore the one sent to New York can reach him. You will perceive from the within what my sitaa. 
tion is. Would it not be folly for me to stop 1 Youra truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

P. S. Keep the situation of my funds secret 

The Banker borrowing — the Bank will pay. President Butler to Mr. John Baird, Albany* 
[Favored by Mr. Hoyt.] 
[No. 33.] Washington and Wam^n Bank, Sahdt Hill, June 26, 1819. 

Dear Sir : Availing myself of your friendly offer to loan me for the use of this Bank, four 
Thousand Dollars, I send you by Jesse Hoyt^ my private note for that sum, which he is authorized 
to fill up with such terms of payment as may be agreeable to you, and also *wenty.six promissory 
notes amounting to more than Ten Thousand Dollars, which I am able to assure you are as good 
paper as this state can afford, to be placed in your hands aa collateral security for the prompt pay. 
ment of the loan. It is desirable to conclude this arrangement without delay, which is the cause 
of my addressing you at Albany. You may rely upon it that the Bank can and will continue 
iU REDEMPTIONS. I am, dear sir, your friend and obedient servant. B. F. BUTLER. 

To Hoyt on a Ugal tender for the Albany Dutch. 
[No. 34.] [Favored by Caleb Baker, Esq.] Sawdt Hoi, June 29th, 1819. 

Dear Hoyt : — The enclosed will show you how the ** world wags.*" One of thoae petvonathat 
I told to wait until their turns came, was THE YOUNG PATROON, who had 4 or $500 taken 
for rents due his father. 

If you know him — as I believe you do—I widi you would FALL IN WITH HIM, and ask 
his opinion — / know it will be favorable although I did not pay him, because he sat within my 
counter and read the papers, AND DRANK WINE WITH ME FOR TWO OR THREE 
HOURS BEFORE THE BANK CLOSED, snd saw every man who had come from a dis. 
tance, or was ffoor and needy, paid in specie without a moment's delay. 

Now if his opinion is friendly, I dare say it will pass current, AND BE A LEGAL TEN- 
DER in your DUTCH metropolis, and it would answer for CIRCULATION, dtc. Let me 
hear how everything goes — and what is said and done at Albany. 

Youra truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

Seal and send the enclosed after reading it. If the loan with Baird was concluded, and you 

* Mr. Bailer wa« tbe Prwident of a Bank ehurtsrsd by the Le^Iature, a lawyer, the starfent and partner of At- 
torney General Van Bunui, and traniacted the baiinen and knew or pretended to know the condKion of the imti- 
ttttioB, wboM notei he aifned mid promited to pay. If it was dbhonorahle to deeeire hw friend Boyd on Thunday, 
as above, wai it honorable or honest to assure Baird on Satarday " that the Bank can and will eontiniM its re 
demptions.** Was it honest to deceive the Younv Patroon on Tuesday, or to get Mr. Hoyt to place in the Albany 
])aiiy Advertiser the tissue of artful untruths dated at Sandy Hill on that day, and wliieli Mr. Batler applavMii Hoyt 
for publishing, as being " well timed 1** I cannot conceive the idea of mora diieet, clear, systematic and well un- 
derstood fraud than is exhibited unblusMnglj by Meesis Batler and Hoyt's transactions recoided oa these peg**- 
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expect Um specie on TburBclsy, you may perhaps ask Caleb Baker to stay for iL . If not, UU him 
there wiU not be A LOAD until next week. HE AND EVERY BODY ELSE thinke I have 
TONS OF IT o» the uay. 



Hoyt and ButUr^e pious hut ujell-timed faUehood, 

Mr. Hoyt got his friend Butler's letteci published as pufis at Albany. ** Your ejttniet was well 
timed/' says ButJer, (July 3d.) Here is the extract. . 

From the Albany Daily Adwrtieer, 

[Washington and Warren Bank.}— Wednesday, 30th June, 1819. Messrs. Webeters & Skin- 
oere : The following is an extract from a letter dated O" Sandy Hill, Juno 29, 1819 If you think 
its publication will I^ of any service to community, you will please to ^ive it a place in your paper. 
[No. 25.] Sakdy Hill, June, 29, 1819. 

The run upon the bank still continues, but the alarm in this part of the country is wholly sub. 
sided. The appearance of Mr, Barker in good health and spirite among u«, aati^^d the people 
that the Waehington and Warren Bank would sustain no loss by his temporary suspension. AH 
are delighted with the accommodating disposition of Mr. Butler the President* When there 
were more calls than he could satisfy with his own hands, he called in his neighbors to assist htm 
in paying. And when there were more than all could attend to, he requested those persons that 
came with the bills, td lay them down and take as many dollars in specie as they left in bills, 
and retire to give room for others. Many came and saw the counter loaded down with gold and 
silver and went away satisfied that all was well, and that Sandy Hill was not without its ' grains 
of gold,* You may tell your Albany banks that they had better be a little more sparing of their 
denunciations, for their own vaults may have to atone for the sins of their keepers. Sell all the 
goods you can for these notes. But you had better not send up until the alarm has proved ground, 
len, as yoo may be trod un in the crowd. When you do send, however, you will always have 
the preference over brokers in being waited upon, for we do not much admire those leeches upon 
the ' body politic ' in this part of the country." 

[No. 35, a.] Steam Boat Richmond. June 28, 1819.— Sir : I left Sandy Hill yesterday. The 
Bank has not stopped payment — it will not stop payment ; which please promulgate to prevent 
the brokers from speculating on the fears of the holders of the bank of Washington and Warren. 
I ihall commence discounting again (at the Exchange Bank,) within 60 days from the 23d of 
June. JACOB BARKER. 

[No. 26.] 30, June, 1819. — Dear Hoyt : If the original arrives in time for the mail, this need 
not go. I shall want the dpeete for Schuyler's note if paid. Yours uuly, B.F.BUTLER. 

President Sutler deceives the People, and denouncee Chartered Monopolies, 
[No. 27.] [Per Mr. L. Clark] Satot Hill, July 1, 1819. 

To Jesse Hoyt. — Dear Sir : The enclosed you will send by the first boat, after reading it, ^c. 
I send you 25 Times. You see .how boldly we come out. I have deliberated long before I 
ventured it — but, as it*s a part of my " budget of ways and means,** have at length concluded 
to run the hazard.* If the specie for Schuyler's note could be obtained, yon could send it by 
the bearer. Send the papers on Saturday. Tell me what you think of my bulletin. 

Youre truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

* President Butler's Manifesto, referred to in the above letter, as a part of his "budget of ways and means,** and 
issued aAer Mr. Barker's visit, was as follows : 

\f^wH the Santfy HiU Ttma, Jmly 3, 1819.] 

The foilowinc communication on the subject of^tbe Bank at this place, may be relied upon as comiof FROM 
AN OFFICIAL SOURCE. 

{ Ar tkB Timta.] WAiBiUQTOir and Warrbm Bank.— -The excitement in relation to the paper of the Wash- 
in^n and Warren Bank, be^miinf to subside, peihaps it may not be ill timed to ro<iue«t tbe attention of the publie 
to a ftw prominent points, connected with the ofierations and character of that institution. The sudden and unex* 
peeted suspension of payment at the Exchanfe Bank, together witJi other eiuses produced, very naturally, strong 
suspicions nf the solvency of tlie Washington and Warren Bank, which were greatly increased by the malicious 
prophecies and slanderous reports of persons who nganted its success with jealousy and hatred. The conseqtioQce 
was, tAe rapid and vexatious ratuni of iu notes, accompanied with demands for specie, or for such bank nafter as is 
equivalent thereto. Mr. Barker, foreseeing this result, and fearing that the bank might not be able to withstand the 
jlrsC sAoeA, although confident of ultimate success, very fairly assured the public, in his address to them, that the 
Washington and Warren notes would all be paid within Bitty days, without promising that the bank would not be 
compelled to suspend, for a short period, the payment of iu nntas. It was round, hotvover, that a course so un- 
pleasant and distressing was unnecessary, end that the bank, by reaorting to it* legal rights, so far a* it respect* 
krokar* and other banks, wonM be able to ride out the gnle. and timt too without pressing those that owe the 
oank. /( hoi eontinued, andwiUtomtinw ittrademptunu, and is abundantly able to pay all t£.« debts, to the" tOUr- 
maat farthing *' The debts doe to the bank, amount to more than doubfc their n«jtes iu circiiintion. and tkssa 
dskts are perfeeiiy aeetere-'thatt is perhaps scarcely one that will not ultimately be cullo^icd. How then can any 
one be a Inser by 'the bank ? 

It is true that the Bunk has not extended to specuhiturs and bonk affntu, t!i:it pr(»ni;»t riccommodation which, 
under flourishing eireumstances, would probably have been aifurdcvl * and it is :i!»o uvu i!u'.t it lias been engaged, and 
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To Hoyt, on hi$pngintration9 to hadgtr ik4 Board of Broken, 
[No. 28.] Sajidy Hill. July id, 1819^11 A. W. 

Dear Hoyt : All goes on well. Caleb nriTed hat night with the rernforoement Tour 
** extract" wtu well timed. I wish you would keep the Albany merchants beck. It*8 rather 
bad friendship to get our bills togetbcfp and poet them up heie, say 30 days sooner than they 
would otherwise come. At the worBt they wonid go into Brokele* bends, WHICH IS THE 
BEST PLACE IN THE WORLD FOR MR 1 have leceived a very begging, coaxing letter 
from Mr. Oicott, but as IVtswairo momey it not half paid, / don*t trouble mjfoelf oboot U. 

YowB truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Hoyt, at Albany, -^Ought not the PuiUe to wmt awhOe T 
[No. S9.] [Sent per Mr. Hand.] Sanut Hill, July 7, )819. 

Privaie and Secrete — Dear Hoyt : I have paid since the Run commenced 99000 and over. 
You know how much I had then. I HAVE A GREAT DEAL MORE NOW, and am in 
every reepeet letter of. The reinforcement from Jacob Barker puts me out [of] danger. Hate 
paid very liberally SINCE IT ARRIVED, BUT SHALL NOW HOLD UP. The paUic 
have been paid over S6000~tbe Broken S3000. OUGHT NOT THE PUBLIC TO WAIT 
AWHILE? IVe have CROWED /uU enou^A for the preoent, therefore had better write no 
more for the papere. I shall add a note to " Equal Rights," which wHl gaU the Meehmnia^ and 
Farmere* Bank to the guick.* 

Finished last Saturday night by trying the replevin, at Glen's Falls— got home 1 o'cioek, 
Sunday morning. Jury equally divided, 6 and 6^Sheriffin our favor» Skinner and me both 
summed up ; suited myself and everybody else. Noticed anew fur Tuesday, IB— clear case ; 
shall certainly succeed — want the lease from Van Rensselaer to Caldwell, as they gave parol 
evidence of it. Send it up in time. 

Paid Saturday, the 3d, 901 ; on Monday, 379 thottgh the Bank tees ehui ; on TuefHlay, 817. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Hoytt on Law, Chancery, and ottering the People " to fret a little,** 
[No. 30.] Saitot Hill, July 10th, 1819. 

Dear Sir : My present buaineaB is chancery. The enclosed bill I drew in great haste last ni^t 
and this morning. I want it presented on Monday, and the motion made and nrged on the 
ground of the great injury to the Bank if those notes should be put in drealation. Whether 
Barker's assignment to this Bank is good or not, we are entitled to the ir^unction. Whether 
The bills are his or ours, the Farmers' Bank have no right to use them ; and if they do, we auf&r 
ns well as J. B. [Jacob Barker.] I want the bill copied, and a copy sent to Mr. Barker for Mr, 
Welle* examination. 

If you get the injunction, show it firat to the State Bank, and tell they follow next — then serve 
it on Farmers' Baiik — then ahow to Lanaingburgh, and tell them they ahall have the same, and 
had better keep the bille. That is, if you think it best to inform the others before I have made 
out bills against them. 

The M ' business I have neglected, and never can attend to it. Serve the petition — 

give the notice — fill up the proper day— make the motion. You and the Attorney General [Mr. 
Van Buren,] draw the interrogatories and examine the witnesses. / cannot, and must rely 
wholly on you. 

The Bank is safe, and I mean to keep it so. I WILL RATHER SUFFER THE PUB- 
Lie TO FRET A LITTLE. fAan haxard the oafety of THE INSTITUTlOxN by paying out 
TOO FAST. I have paid thie week 02500—0600 of which was Walker. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

dCr if "•» engaged in tJie payment ^f nuU tpeeie, J^ to penoni of that daMriptioii ; hat it mort itlwayt be n- 
membered. that the Fiirmers, Meehaniee, TVoveilert, and 7*raduwun, wk» kmve presented iU hitU^ have hem paid 
tn themoH prompt and tiberal manner. It must aho be borne in Biiad, that the praamifo of tho timw would of 



melf bo a lufficient oxcum for many thing*, which, at a mora propitiout nMrnaat, woald be daomod incouistant 
with the rujei of fair and honorable boiineti ; and above all, that the oonne punned in thii pirticular inaUmre. 
w ado])ted for the espren ptirtKwe, not of Injuring, but of inderanifying the public THE BANK IS ABLE TO 
PAY, and tntrnd* to pay it» notes, hut it tuppoees that the honM peammnry, who eo mpooo the '" homo and gristU** 
of the land^are entitled to every aceommodation, in pnferenm to greedy epoemiatmro and arrogant momiod arieto' 
rraetfs. Thooe too vho have '* poisoned the ehaliee,*^ haw no reason to eomplain^ if with retnhative jnsties, U is 
''presented to then- lips ;** nor even if they are compelled to taste a portion of its eontonU, 

* After the W. and W. Bank had ihnt iti doon for leveral yean and hsmght in its own nnialeoble paper, it opened 
.1L*.?"']';: — ^**^** Burker. Jene H«yt. Fitxgicene Hnlleek. and B. F. Botier being etili eoonected with it Oa 
the S9th of December 1830. Mr. O. R. Barker, cashier, wrote fVom the Bank to Mr. Butler, at fitUowi :->Dear Sir-> 
This will be handed you by J. F. Bliirnll who goet to Albany for the purpoee of proeurlnir lone ipecie. I want 
noOO. and »end vou that amount in biUs. Mr. [Jaeobj Baiter taye he bai writun Mr. Oicott on the inbieet. I 
?**S'i nottroublo yea, but want the husineu done correctly, and ibar to tnirt it alone with Mr. Shirrill. I Mod a 
draft ftir $3000 ; which, if Mr. O. prefers, yvn will please hand him— but I thooM order hit taking the notet. If 
you have tn give him the draft you will pleaie depoeitS the DotM in the M. and F. Bank, to our credit, whioh will 
make a specie deposit of that amount in Albany. O. K. BABKEB, Caekiet 
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P. 8.— If Schuyler*! note wu payable Mere, I would take Waahington and Warren gladly, but 
by his own act he baa made it piyable in Albtny. Now let him pay what tkey will take.ei- 
cept I will take it in i Platreburg and J current--^ B'irUogton, J current. If he his our notea 
let him prraent them. If not pr*id« lirite Baird thiu it muat be done forrhwitb, or be will be 
8U£D— Baird will make him pay it. 

Chaneellor Kent teolded^-^CUHion declared to he fmnins mad^*' Fair and Preper eaUa,'* 
[No. 31.] * SAjfDY Hill, July 14. 1819. 

To J. Hoyt.--Dear Sir : Send the encloeed by the boet to-morrow— ell goes well. * The 
Chancellor^ decision, in my opinion is diagraoefiil, partial, anjuetiBable'->(inrer noa.) I pay from 
$700 to $1000 daii3r— chiefly in specie— eotae/ftitg aU FAIR AND PHOPeR ealU. 

I yesterday tried the Replevin over again, and after a prodigions hard conflict obtained the 
inqoisition. This secures the estate. The lease did not arrive in time for the trial, as I had 4t 
at Lake George. Got through summing up at 11 o'clock— Jury out till after 1, A. M.^tough 
business I can assure yon. After Bank hoars, rode through sun and dust to Lake George — 12 
miles— tried the eause— up till 9, A. M.— up again at i past 4— home before bank hours. 

CLINTON IS RAVING MAO, BfidlDE BBING A FOOL, But I have no time for mora. 

Youis truly, B. F. BUTLER, 

Capt. Coflfinls letter contains cash. Let me know whether the Comptroller found the accoont 
of pubhc monies received by the Attorney General [M. V. Buren] during my i^gency, corract, I 
fumisiicd it last mail. (Sent by Mr. Bacon.) 

"From Orave to Omf^from Idoely to Severe,**^** Orator Faff had two toneo to hie futiee." 
[No. 32.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq., care of Jacob Barker, Esq., New York.» 

Saitdt Hill, July 21, 1819. 
My Dear Sir: I condole with you most sincerely. I commend you to Him who is able to 
bind up the broken heart — who alone can give you consolation in your distress — whose will is 
righteous, and whose mercy is unbounded. I HAVE NO TIME FOR MORE. * 

YouiB most truly, B. F. BUTLER. 
PosTSCRiFT. I have of this date written to Jacob Barker, Esq., stating my situation and pres- 
sing him to furnish me one thousand dollars at least in specie, to reach me by the 30th inst. If 
my lettem are not xeoeived, please inform him of this postscript, and add that it is ahookUelff 



To Hoyt, on pajfing in a slow way I 
[No. 33.] Saratooa Sraivos, Aug. 24th, 1819. 

DiAR Sia: « • • « * Your brother [Lorenao Hoyt,] hss charge of the 
Bank during my absence— Mr. Barker left ns this morning for the south. • « * « » The 
Bank will go on paying daily, IN A SLOW WAY, untU Mr. B. [Barker] is able to give me 
some libeml assistance— and in the meantime I ahall take it alow and easy for the future, without 
laboring as I have done for the two months past, which have bees in every respect the roost la- 
borious and perplexing of my liie. I felicitate myself, however, with the reflection, that I have 
reUev'-d MANY HUNDREDS of pereono who would have been almost ruined if we had stopt 
as Mr. Barker odvised me-^that I haoe kept mp PARTIALLY the credit of the paper OT m 
the vieiniiy of the Bank, which in the event of stopping would have been at 50 or 60 per cent 
discount — and, that in all that I have done, I have been actuated by a sincere desire to promote 
the interests of my employer, and the welfare and preservation of the communitv. » * • • 

In haj«te, your friend, B. F. BUTLER. 

Preserve the Bank! — ButUfe character lowered — Hoyt exhorted to repenianee^-Sabbath 

Keeping'-^Wiodom'e Waye, 
[So. 34.] {To Jesse Hoyt, Esq.] Sawdt Hill, Nov. 16, 1819. 

My Dear Sir : Yottrs of the Uth is just received — I enclose a power of attorney which I pre- 
sume will answer. Your letter of the 5th was received last week ; but being called away for 
the two next days, and considerably engaged since my return, I had nor found it convenient to 
acknowledge its receipt. I shall not pretend to deny your right to complain of my silence, but 
at the same time. I must retort the charge ; and I presume you ^ill admit thnt there is full as 
much ground for it in one case as in the other. I have no doubt of the multiplicity of your con. 
cems, nor of ydur industry and perseverance ; and I hope roost sincerely they will be rewarded 
by that success to which they are justly entitled ; but I believe yon cannot have had so perplexing 
and arduous a tnur of duty as mine has been for the last six moniha Indeed, I am certain that 
no poor wight ever labored mon* fiooeftly for the public good, or received more of public eonwre 

*Wb«DJt IweanM evident that Mr.Barker would Deitberperehnae the " good wfll ** oftbeKrokan Bank orNiagara, 
at BaiTalo. nortiutaia the Waehinfton and Waneo Bank, Bfr. Hoyt ramored IVom Albany to New York to prao- 
sUssnsai^ ss SB atlslD•f-«^law, aad oa » •olicitoria-chaaoerir. 
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end abu9t. For the last seven or eight weeks, however, we have had comparatively quiet times, 
and I have had some leisure for law reading and law labor. 

Yoa are right in supposing that the late catastrophe (for I consider it the end of that drama) 
in the Exchange Bank, is a common misfortune. To me especially it is a great one. / had 
cheerfully sufered the depreciation of OUR PAPER, that Mr. B, [Barker] might in the mean- 
time bend all his eflbrts to the Exchange Bank, and in the resumption of payment there, hoped 
lor the most auspicious results. The matter is past mending, and no doubt it is all for the biest. 
We continue paying daily in a tmuU io«y, more to relieve the suffering* of eomnutnity than for 
any other purpose. The credit of the paper is very low in this country — hardly any one takes 
it at par — and were it not for the small payments of which I spoke, no one of my neighbors 
would have any confidence in the ultimate solvency of the institution. Some few, iniferring from 
what has been done and what is now doing, that the intention is TO PRESERVE THE BANK, 
are rather disposed to think favorably of the concern ; but their numbers are not great. Fortu- 
nately, however, by our redemptions and collections, we have got in nearly all the paper in cir- 
culation in this part of the State, and there is now but little more than half as much out as there 
was when the troubles commenced. The most interesting and gratifying part of your letter, was 
that in which you gave us reason to look for you here in December. We shall rely with cer- 
tainty on your coming up ; and if a cordial reception can make your visit a pleasant one, you 
will most assuredly find it so. Indeed, 1 can say most truly, there is no one of my quondam 
friends that I am more anxious to see than yourself. By the bye, ray character is so depreciated 
at Albany (according to report) that but few of my old acquaintances would acknowledge or re- 
ceive me. Some of them, I hear, have the kmdness and condescension to compeasionatc and 
pity mo, while others consider me full a$ bad as Jacob Barker , which in these days is considered 
a pretty severe specimen of invective and reproach. So be it. 

They cannot rob me of free nature*s grace, 
• They cannot shut the windows of the sky. 

They cannot bar my constant feet to trace 
The woods and lawns, by living stream at eve ; 
Of fancy, reason, virtue, nought can me bereave. 

I am sorry to observe that yon are obliged to turn casuist in order to reconcile your Sunday 
labors to your own sense of duty. You may remember what Sir Mathew Hale said on that 
subject, " That he tried both plans, and from experience could say, that no man ever gained any- 
thing in the end, or furthered his business, by attending to it on the Sabbath." 

I know that you have had many and severe misfortunes to contend with ; but I think there is 
a better method of consolation to be found than the one you have adopted. No doubt the poig- 
nancy of distress is of^en lessened and destroyed by the hurry of business and the active employ. 
ment of the mind, and therefore those remedies should frequently be adopted — but no true con- 
solation can ever be derived from anything that requires the neglect of a religious duty. The 
ways of wisdom, and of wisdom only, '* are ways of pleasantneai^' — her paths, and hera only, 
" are paths of peace.*' Mrs. Butler joins in affectionate remembrance. 

Truly youw, B. F. B. 

Pious exhortations to Je$$e Hoyt — TVouhU at the Bank — The Attorney makes his dehtt. 
[No. 35.] Sandy Hill, Dec. 17, 1819. My Dear Sir: • « [o private paragraph omit- 
ted.] * * I am sensible you have had many difBculties to contend with — many privations to 
endure — many afilictions to submit to— but that all has been right and just, however severe and 
painful it may have seemed, is no less the acknowledgment of REASON, than the dictate of 
REVELATION. The former assures us that the BEING who formed and upholds the natural 
world, so full of order, regularity, aud excellence — who supports his creatures with every good of 
life — ** who makes all nature beauty to the eye and music to the ear,*' must be Righteous and 
Benevolent ; while the latter represents him as vindicating the m>'steries of His Providence by 
sajring, " What I do now thou knowest not, but thou shalt know hereafter.** 

We have been much troubled by visitors at the Bank for the 10 days past. The Court of 
Common Pleas, which sat in the village a part of two weeks, has just adjourned. You can hard- 
ly conceive how much I was vexed and molested. Every man who owned a dollar of our paper 
made a point of bringing it along. I made my debut as an attorney — was employed in two 
causes which I tried and aigued, and had very good success. There is but little law business 
doing in this county. Such complaints yoa never heard from Uwyers, of the dullness of the 
tiroes and the scarcity of money. Most truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

Butlsfs Pious Sympathy—HaUeck initiaUd in W. b^ W, Banking. 
[No. 36.] Sawdy Hill, Jan. 3, 1820. 

Dear Hoyt: We regret vesy much that Mr. HaUeck has xnade Ut viiit, and is letaning with. 
ootyoa; « • « e . *^^«id ear hopci that He <• who tempen the wind tpte 
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fthom lamb*' will enable you to sustain your misfortunes with dignity and patience, and make 
your future lift* more happy than your fondest wishes could anticipate. Mr. Halleck has bean 
with UB a week, and I must really say that we have been greatly delighted with him. His ge- 
nius and acquirements render him a most agreeable and instructive companion. I envy you the 
pleasare you mast derive from a full and uninterrupted intercourse with such a man. He can 
tell you all about our Banking concerns.* Most truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

afb Je99e Hoyt.Sutler would be the Juliua Caiar of Sandy Hill^%9 a Buektail^Self. 
[No. 37.) HoDsow. Feb. 7th, 1820. 

Dear Friend : The release for Mr. Youle is enclosed. We have no Conmd99wner at our vU" 
lage (the men Jit for it being ehi^ Bucktaile,) and I therefore brought it with me. » « « « • 
* * * I am much obliged to you for your letter and the pamphlets. One of the latter I saw at 
Mr. Van Bureo's last week, which he had from you. " For thoughts that breathe and words 
that bum'* it is almost without a rival iA modem political publications. I must confess that I 
have been guilty of considerable negligence, and frequent violations of punctuality. You are 
THE ONLY PERSON to whom I ever wrUe, except on buoinese topieo, and perhaps 1 ehoaid 
write lese frequently than I now do were it not for the occaaional necessity of the correspondence. 
Not that I dislike the employment, or have forgotten the friend — neither is the case. 

I have a tolerable prospect of getting a livelihood by my profession at Sandy Hill, the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Skinner and his consequent desertion of the bar, having left room for some other 
person. I have taken his office, but whether I shall fill his place remains to be seen. / have 
been urged to hold myeelf in reserve until spring and then remove to New York with an old 
friend of ours, (M. Van Bnren), but I prefer remaining. where I am. " A rolling stone gathen 
no moss," and though I certainly would not have gone from Albany had I known what would 
follow, I have too much pride to keep always on the move— and upon the whole do not regret 
the removal. Besides, I doubt whether it would be advisable to locate myself in New York, 
eTen with the aid of wealth and talents. The eaying of C^uar'e, that he would rather be tha 
Jhrat in a omaU village than the second at Rome, is a fair expression of the sentiments of moot 
men. At New York I could never hope to be even the SECOND— where I am [Sandy Hill] 
perhaps it may not be too presumptuous to aspire to higher honors. I believe Mr. Van Bursa 
does not wish to have it known that he removes to New York in the Spring, therefore, if yon 
have not already heard of it, yon will please consider what I say as tnler noa. I am fearful that 
Mr. Barker's misfortunes will prevent you from realizing all the prospects you indulged Jn when I 
last saw yon. Pray inform me all about it. You know that my interest in your welfare is very 
great, and that nothing would give me more pleasure than to hear of your success. Do you med- 
dle with politics ? Or are you a silent spectator of the conflict 7 

Since my resolution to get all the law business I could, and to present myself before the pub. 
lie in that capacity, I have thrown off the restraints I had before preserved with regard to an in- 
terference in County afliirs, and have engaged with some warmth, but pure intentions {as I Aope,) 
in the political warfare. 

Education, habit, incUnation and principle all conspire to make me A BUCKTAIL. I have no 
sinister views to gratify — no resentments to satiate— no other object but the weU being of the 
State — ^therefore my endeavors shall be to confine myself within the golden rule, of " doing to 
othen what I would have them do to me.*' 

I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, stating that the bank was unable to pay me the sal- 
ary I have hitherto received any longer, which is what I have been compelled to look for for 
some time past, and which will render my prospects rather gloomy, owing to the lar^ge^amount 

I bare advanced for . Were I troubled with nobody's debts but my own I should care 

leas about it. Still I think I can in time get a living by my profession. 

This letter is filled with nothing but SELF from beginning to end — a lamentable proof of ego- 
tism, than which nothing is more unsufTerable. Do you never expect to visit us at Sandy h3i T 
Please present to Mr. Halleck my best respects, and l]«lieve me, dear air, yours sincerely, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

7b Jesse Hoyt-^n Law— Jacob Barker, Judge EdrntrndSf Mr. Van Buren, the election and 

Judge Van Ness. 
[No. 38J Albamt, March 17, 1830. 

My Dear Friend : I have been here for three or four days. My businesB was to meet one of 
that drove of steers which broke into the enclosure of the Court of Chancery some time before I 

*Mr. FSH Ormu HelUek to Mr. L. Hevt, et jUbam^, New York. May 1, 18».— Dmt Sir-I send by the 
•t^amhoat Victory, which leave* here tbu atlemoon at 5 o'clock, a box containing heMk n»U$ addressed to Geo^ 
H. Barker, Bandy Hill, which we shall be much obliged by your forwarding to him by the very first opportunity. 
I wiah you to keep a memorandnm of all the expemes you are at, and the Tarious transactions you attend to, and 
»«ke auitable diarge therefor. It k all for aeeoont of eovporations ** whieh have oo souls,** whose stoekhdden 
caaaot aspect confidential lerrieia of this kiad to be performed without paviaj;. 
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Wt yno. I have done nothing since T have been here hut hear and talk polities. They aeem to 
enjrniM the whole eoul of every person I meet with. For myself, though I feel some interest and 
take something of an active part at ht^me, yet I must confess 1 am heonily i^ick of rAe eternal 
dtng d/'ug wbu-h is kept up at ihij> place by the nu re noisy oi both panies, and thall get home 
as soon as possiute. It is but seldom that 1 hear f»om our friend Mr. Baiker. for the very sub. 
•tan:ial reason, as I suppose, that he has nothing to communicate. Do you think he will be dis. 
charged in April 7 And can you form any sort of esiiniaiioii as to the ultimate result of his af. 
fairs ? Pleaee give me all ihe information you have on his concerns, and your own as con*ttcted 
1017 A hiSt in which you know I take a deep intereet. 

Since forming my connection with Mr. Muasey, I have considered it important that T should 
b* admitted as a Counsellor as soon as possible. I have been gone all winter, while T ought to 
have been preparing for the examination. If 1 can prepare myself you may look for me in May. 
I do not yet precisely know whst are Mr. Van Buren's cxpeciationa, nor do I believe he does 
himself. It is very probable that be will spend part of the summer in settling op his sHairs in 
this part of the slate and in Columbia. Mr. £dmonds, who is now with him, has had tome 
conversation with him on the subject of business at New York, but I have no apprekentioM 
that he would form a connection with so young a practitioner. 

} am sorry for your sake to hear such pcor accounts of professional bnaineas at New York. 
Wf hnve somethiiig to do at Sandy Hill, and I think our office has its share. If I can once get 
myself into such a run of business as to provide for my family, I doubt whether I ever engage in 
any other pursuit. The more I become acquainted with the law, the more my attachment to it 
faicresses. We have s great many lawyers in our county— many of them great apautero — aome 
of them very respectable in point of talents. The popular prejudice against the profesaion is 
also very great among us. It is rsrely ever that a lawyer is nominated for the Legislatnre — but 
perhaps thst msy arise as much from the state of parties in our county, where both ban. been 
about equal in strength for many years — as from any other cause. Still I think my prospects as 
fOiid there aa they would be elsewhere, and as yet I am content with my location. 

I never knew party f|>irit so very warm as it now is in this quarter, and probably the ESfection 
will be a very sharp one. The accounts from all parts are very iavorable to the election of 
Tompkins. I consider it very certain. The old Lieutenant Governor, as I nnderstand, begins 
ts regret that he hss suffered himself to be linked with Clinton^ but cannot unbind the knot. 
The Legiylature are doing nothing of any consequence, since the committees from the two 
Houses have rpported on the accounts of the Vice President. [Tompkins.] 

The Committee of Inquiry intended to report next week, but as Judge Van Ness has not yet 
returned, I do not believe they will be ready. That concern looks very dark for his Honor. If 
he is innocent he has been very unwise in the course he has adopted. If he ahall be convicted, 
ultimately, what a degrading circumstance it will be for the judicial character of our State ! It 
was once our pride and ornament — but how are the confidence and respect oi the public to be 
preserved when its membeia are euapeeted, much lees when they are arraigned for '* high 
crimes and misdemeanots?'* In truth, your very sincere friend, B. F. BUTLER. 



To J, Hoyt, Van JBuren and Butler, CounaeUora and Attameyo at Law^Albany^Prwidtnee 
— TTortA'a Poemo^Vander Heyden. 
[No. 39] Albawt, May 27, 1820. 

My Dear Sir: I have been here two or three days for the purpose of seeing Mr. Van Buren. 
You msy have heard that it was my intention to remove fonhwith to Albany ; if not, F take 
this occasion to inform you that / have agreed to resume the law buainesa with Mr, Van JBuren, 
and shiH locate myself in this place as speedily as possible after the 15th of next month. I 
think I have every prospect I could desire. Mr. Van Buren says he will not abandon his pro- 
ftfssion ; and if he remains in it he can get as much business as we can attend to. He offera 
see OPM hnlj of the Chancery^ as well as the o*ker business, which you will recollect is mitch 
better than our former termx; and as our Chancery Suits will be ihe most numerous and 
prof table, it appears to me that I cannot hut succeed. My admission as Counsellor will also 
enable me to attend to small motions in term, inquests at circuits, &c. dtc, which, aa ray 
acquaintance is very general throughout the state, will be something towards the eurrvnt 
expcnsrs of the year. With the assistance of PROVIDENCE, / am fully resoloed never 
again to abandon or withdraw from my profession, and to pursue such a course of sudy, industry 
and perseverance as ahsll make me a lawyer in time, if it is possible to make a lawyer oat of 
such materials ss I am composed of. It is with great reluctance that I leave Sandy Hill ; 
the situation of that most chirminsr village, the kindness of its inhabitants, from wh'>m I have 
received every attentiim, and ABOVE ALL a sincere desire to comply with the wishes of our 
friend Mr. Barker, sll induced me to remain, but I am satisfied that I ought not to pnas by the 
peoent opportunity of establishing myself in the profession. I wrote Mr. Barker from Sandj 
Hill* bat have not bad the pleasure of hearing from )um. FUase inform Asm th&i I wish 
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io resign on the \5th Juve, and to leave the next day if I can. Every day I procnsUntte it 
an injury. We have n little lime allotted tta in thia world, and thai HttU tt ra iiiie«rtem» ikmt 
it become* important to take it by the **foroloek** 

I have just teen a poem by G. A. Worth, entitled "American Bards," wbieh I have akimmad 
over with deep regret. There io not a line of merit in the wholo hook, U would aeem that 
genius deciiiiea atid degenerates in ihe Wdoda, ftif Worth, when in New York* waa a fiaa 
writer — brilfiatit in prose, and more than tolerable in poetry. Even in the notca thera it 
nothing of that vivacity and elegance which distinguished the Cometom. 

Oar friend Van Der Heydeo is looking out ftir the Clerk's Office, for the next Asaenbly. Do 
give htm all the help you can. Honibe Merchant is to bo his deputy, so that the objeeiion of 
Clark, that he is a raw band, dte. &c., ia wholly obviacad« Clark reporta him as a fedaraliat. 
Pieuae contradict that fiilsehoud. Vun Der Heydcn la a fine fellow and a man of talenl»— and 
deserves encouragement, nut only on that account but also for his filial snd fraternal affection. 

1 pball get to Albany in time to take the ** laboring oar** in the Hart cause, and also in the 
Flatnar euit, in both of which I shall probably be aplicitor. And aa for politics, 1 giva yon 
notice that I intend to leave you and the other championa to fight it out, having neither timo 
nor inclination to buckle on the armor, though 1 may possibly alwaya carry a small aword 
about me. Present my beat reapecta to your sister and brother* 

Yours afiactionately, B. F. BUTLER. 

2b /. Hofft.'^Van Bwren k ^ Clerko-^Lorenxo Ha^tSarhar'o loot ofer, 
[^o. 40.] Albant, June 34, 1880. 

I>ar Friend : I thank yon for your kindness in attending to my Bouck oauae. The letter en- 
cloaing the [wrong or wing] bill and the decree, came to me charged ^111 postage I mention 
this for no other reason, than that yuu may be informed of the carelessness of the person by 
whom you sent it. The letter to Judge Piatt I will deliver. He is on the tour of the Nortbora 
circuit — ^holds the Washington circuit this week — the Troy circuit next week, and I shall very 
probably see him on his return. I have been here three or four days — found every thing in an 
elegant state of confusion, but have got pretty much arranged for business. Take it all together, 
we have the pleasnntest establishment in thp city, if not in the state. Wc occupy the whole 
lower floor of the Secretary's house. Mr. Van' Buren has the front room, with the library. I 
keep my office in the bock room, which is cool and pleasant, besides being better adapted for 
atudy than the other. We have two students besides Lorrnzo. A young man, a brother of 
Caldwell (Gourlay's son-ln-Iaw) who has been 18 months in our office, and is a sedate, attentive, 
and, I expect, useful clerk— and a son of the loud talking Pugsley, who is a wild fellow, and 
whom I keep on condition of good behaviour. So far, he has not forfeited his engagements. If 
Lorenzo remains with Mr. Van Buren, I will, with great pleasure, pay particular attention to 
him. He is digging away at Blackstone, which I shall permit him to continue until I get my 
books from Sandy Hill ; then I shall set him about reading a course of history, and studying the 
latin grammar. At his age, a knowledge of general history may be easily acquired. The mem- 
ory, which ia the principal faculty concerned in its acquisition, is then vigorous and unburdei^ed 
by the various knowledge and the distracting cares of riper years. He io a very fine ho9, and I 
think will do well. He has not the genius nor the energy of his brother, but at the same age ia 
much hio superior, (You may think this no great compliment to yourself, but pray remember 
that you are one of those whose talents were buried in bales of cotton and hogsheads of rum, 
until dragged from obscurity by the " strong orm of the law.")» 

Wh^n Mr, Barker was ai Sandy HiU^ hfi tiered to accede to the terms I propomd when at 
New York, or eoe% to double them if necessary — hut I was not at liberty to receive the btnvjfit of 
his good wishes. 1 now consider myself preuy permanently settled at Albany ; and I thiiUc, at 
all events, I ahall never leave the law for Banking or any other pursuit. I now feel the snme aidor 
and fondness for my profession that a lover does towarda his mistress, after having beenaep* 
are ted from her society. (By the bye, they say you can understand the force of this simile, and 
feel it too, when absent from New York. How is this?) Do let me aea yon thia summer. 
And believe me, most aincerely your friend, B. F« BUTLER. 

7b ffoyt, Law—Chancery Practice— Mr. Van Buren and his mortgage— the Albany folks. 
[No. 41.] Albaity July 19, 18SU). 

Dear Frie.vd, • * » • * We are boarding at Mr Jonas,' directly oppoatte our offieo» 
(Gilbert Stewart's house,) where wa have very ple&iant lodgings. Our departure from Sandy 
Hill was so sudden, that we left all our furniture in the house, and for tha praaant ahall eootiftno 
to board out. 

Aa to buainesa, I have enough to keep ma very busy-^chiefly in Chaneary— old and new. It 
would be well enough were it not so long before the caah waa realised. But it moat coma aoma 
day or oth«r. I think my axpactationa will not ba diaappointad. At all evvnta, aa I told you 
befofiSt I am for the Law and notion^ elaa-«>and 1 regnst iiow timt Mr. Van Burea ev^ tboofbt 
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of leivtng his pTofeition, which you know was what pat it into my head to leave him I think 
I shall make my debut at August term in the argument of some motions and cases. Though as 
to the last I am rather squeamish. Mr. V. B. is oertainly very desirous to assist mc. He has 
several heavy cauaei in which he insists on my speaking. 

lUke Albany about as little as you do— and, with tke ^cepiionQfafewpermus loAo are isor- 
tkff of esteem, have very little to say to the goodly inhabitanu of this renowned metropolis. I 
think the eastern junto the most disagreeable of them. They are generally bigots in politics, 
and very ftUl •fpr^udiee and envy. 

Lorenao is a very fine youth. I have got him at the Latin Grammar, in which he makes tol- 
emble progKss. I shall pay particular attention to him. I have paid ^ISI^ for the order to the 
Register, so that you owe me 35 cents. My compliments to Mr. Bsrker, dtc. 

Youie truly, B.F.BUTLER. 
[No. 43.) To the same. Albany July 26. 1820. 

Dear Friend : I am about filing a bill to foreclose the mortgage held by Mr. Van JBurtn 
against the Kane property, to which Judge Livingston and Messrs. BkickweU end McFarlano 
must be (larties. To avoid costs in case they should disclaim, it is necessary to tender them re. 
leases. I herewith send you the releases, and if it is not too much trouble must call on yoa to 
present them to the gentlemen above named, with an explanation of the object for which they 
were prepared. I do not believe they will execute them, tho' they would save trouble if they 
should. They will never get snything from the mortgaged premises, nor from any other of 
Kane's property, and might as well release it. Nothing new. 

Yours most c ordially, B, F. BUTLER. 

Th Hoyt, un otruggling at the Bar — Judgee like to dine — Van Buren the Brokine of America, 
[No. 43 ] ALBAinr, August 9, 1830. 

Dear Sir — Yours of the 5ih went round by the way of Troy, so that I did not receive it until 
this day — but, as I had no opportunity to make the motion on Monday, no harm results. 

I took ray place in such a position as 1 supposed would ensure me a hearing, but unfortunately 
thert; were some tedious fellows ahead of me who took up so much time that when my neighbour 
next above me was reached it was just on tho stroke of three ; end you know how eager our 
Judges are for the comforts of a good dinner. If I had not received yours I should have pro- 
cured an order to stay proceedings. I hope you will not fall to stay wiUi us at Jones's while at 
Albany. I shall not be able to accompany you to the Springs — neither time nor funds would 
permit. The truth is, I am poor, and I mean to economize, and »*»•«» I ^ould like to 
join on a tour anytohere except to the Springs, of which I had enough last year. There Ss a 
great deal of business this term, but a great part of it is small business such as Certioraris*, &,c. 

Your New York classmen are a troublesome race — perfect snarlers and marplots. Mr. Van 
Buren stands higher throughout the State than he ever did — wimess the toasts at the various 
celebrations. But if I were in his place I would trouble myself but little about the carpings of 
such men as you name — they can do nothing without him. What would have become of the 
opposition if it had not been for him ? I will say more — ^if I was Van Buren, I would let politics 
alone. He can be and will be the Erskine of the State, which is an ambition more laudable 
than the desire of political preferment. He yesterday opened a cause in the Supreme Court in 
the most concise, elegant, and convincing argument I almost ever heard. Believe me, 

YouM tnily, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Hoyt,-^Law tedums^Judge Spencer uncourteous^ButUr too forward. 
[No. 44.) Thursday, 17th August, 1820. 

My Dear Friend • » » * t • The Court gets along very slowly with 
the Calendar. There are 400 causes, and they begin this morning at 71. I have done nothing 
more than oppose a motion, in which I was successful — ^but to-morrow expect to make some 
provided I can get a hearing. I attempted it last week, but His Honor, the Chief, [meaning, it 
is presumed, Ambrose Spencer,] in his mild way, told me to wait until my seniors had l^n 
heard ; and as I was the youngest Counsellor at the Bar, perhaps this was right ; but it excited a 
great deal of observation among the bar, and is generally spoken of as not very liberal nor 
proper. 

IreaUy doftt know how it is; but I am considered, by some persons, as possessed of a re- 
markable degree of forwardness,4iie, bfc, merely because I am unwilling to remain forever at 
the foot of the professional ladder. However, if my life is spared, 1 shall grow older every day, 
and therefore, sometime or other will be entitled to a bearing. 

My causes on the Calendar, which are three, will not be reached this term. 

Most truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 



Fifty Dollar Fees scarce— Judges Woodvoorth k Spencer talked about. 
[No. 45.1 To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Wall St. . ALBAitY, Oct. 12, 1820. 

Dear Sir— I am happy to hear of your Buccess— «nd hope it may continue— $50 and $100 
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iw* are not very plenty in this part of the country, at least not with young lawyers. Our cirrak 
fldU continues. Judge Woodworth, in person and in business—" Like a wounded snake, drags 
his slow length along." He has given very general dissatistactton this court. • * • 
* * * * The ciiy has been full of fiimicri, dtc., these two days— at a cattle show 
^-bot I have seen nothing of it myself. Chief Justice Spencer delivered a speech «n the ocea. 
sion, by way^ a» I suppose , of preparation for the period when he will be eompellHi to reftre to 
the thadea of private life. • » « In haste, yours, truly, B.F.BUTLER. 

[In another letter, April, 1819, Mr. Butler tells Mr. Hoyt, that ** The appointment of Judge 
Woodworth is universally reprobated here ; without any exceptions, except the Clintonians."] 

[No. 46.] 7b 7/oy^ on Noah £( on Caucus Nominations. Albakt, Nov. 7» 1820. 
Dear Sir : At the caucus lost evening, 68 Republican members of Assembly wers present. 
Two very staunch republicans absent — not yet arrived— eo that we shall not lose a single man. 
Mr. Sharp agreed on for Speaker. Mr. Vanderhcyden for Clerk, 46— to 23 for A. [Aaron] Ckrk. 
The votes to.day will be unanimous, and every thing will go as it ought to. The Council did 
not meet yesterday. Mr. Noah will attend to your letter-o-he takes great interest in it. I 
have not been able to see either Mr. B. or Mr. D. 

In haste, most truly, yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Jesse Hoyt, Henry b; Campbell defeated — Van Bwren C( Butler not very buoy^-^Unttn^o 
« abusive Message. 

[No. 47.] [per Counsellor Caines.] Albany, January 18, 1821. 

Dear Sir: » * .* * * We have had a very tedious Sewon. The Conrt 
have been principally occupied with non-enumerated business, and have been able to i«ach only 
No. 98, on the Calendar. There was no business of interest except some pretty important mo* 
tions — ^amoog others, a motion to quash all our scir. fa. proceedinfi in Otsego, which was fully 
argued by Mr. Campbell and Mr. Henry for, and myself against it. This was the first cause of 
any importance I ever argued in the Supreme Court, and this was the most intetvsting mi 
before the Court. I made out tolerably well, I believe, and waa heard very patiently for i 
two hours. The motion will not be decided until next term. 

I was sorry to hear from you in so sombre a strain as that which pervaded one of your late let. 
ters. I hope, however, that with the new year your prospects will revive— and I have no donbt 
that industry and merit like yours will command, as it certainly deaerves, sucues. 

We [Van Buren & Butler] are doing hardly any business— what we have is in CHANCERY 
and THE EXPENSES ARE SO HEAVY AND THE PROCEEDS SO LONG IN COMING, 
that my present hopes are coj^fined to a bare subsistence. The only consolation is, that I am' 
making, as I think, some progress in professional knowledge, of which one day or other, I may 
reap the benefits. 

There is every prospect of a stormy session. The Governor [De Witt Clinton,] has communi- 
cated the documenta relative to THE ORGANIZED CORPS, accompanied WITH A VERY 
ABUSIVE MESSAGE. This buoiness wiU injure kirn gremUy throughout the Union. 

1 don't, think I shall be an applicant for any thing this winter— certainly not if I can get a liv. 
ing without, which I hope nuiy be the case. Mr. Esleeck is the most prominent candidate for 
the office of District Attorney, and feels confident of suocaas, and will probably be appointed. 

I hope to see yon soon at Albany, when we shall expect you lo stay with ns. • • ' e 

With sinoeie regard, youre, B. F. BUTLER. 

[ 7b /. Hoyt]. The JBuchtaU Council very unpopular^Albany near a rebeUion. 
[No. 48.] Albawy, Feb'y 80, 1821. 

Mt Dbar FaUKD— « • » • ♦ I hope lAe Gsimri/ will soon finiih all they have to do, 
as the excitement produced by their faibora is very great, and the difficulty of pleasing everybody 
very strikingly illustrated. You will have seen by the time this reaches you, that they have 
given me an office — without any trouble or exertion on my part — or much on the part of my 
friends. The minor sppointments for this city have given great dinatisfaction, and it is as much 
as we eon do to keep the people from open rehelHon. Of all this, however, say nothing-^ tm 1 
hope a few days of reflection will compose the angry elements. To judge from the violent 
ejtpreasions of those who are disappointed, one would think that our prospects for next Spring 
were rather blank— iu^ you know it is the genius of Democracy always to be impetuous and 
sometimeo to be raeh. I have only time to ssy that yon are always one of those for whose 
health, happiness, and future prosperity I feel the liveliest solicitude, dtc. dtc. dtc 

B. F. BUTLER. 

A close Election — the Chances stated — Disaffection to the BucktoiU. 
[No. 49.] To Jesse Hoyt Aubawy, Match 3, 1831. 

Dear Hoyt : Having been engaged in a long and tedious Court of Sessions, I have been 
unable to write you sooner. Notwithstaadiog the diiwatisfaction which preysils ia muf ptrig 
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of tlie state, I think we have a fair chance of succeat. Dutchcas is not yet to be abtndoDed — 
Saratoga is ccrtairfBBaex ditto— Cajrugm may be hoped for— Genesee and Niagaia ptoam 
favorably — Ulstor and Sullivan may perhaps be lost by the Domination of Sadam. There is 
a faint prospect of success in the new counties erected from Onurio. The other eoontirs may 
stand as they did last year, except Montgomery and Queens. In the former we have atrooff 
hopes of electing our whole ticket. As lo the latter, you have better means ot information than 
1 have. For my own part I set it down as sgainst us. 

It ifl not to be denied that ditafftciion prevails in some counties, and indifierence in otheis — 
and as our adversaries will strain every nerve to the utmost, they m«y aecure the state. 

In the Eastern District we shall elect our Senator, having c motf wMt ticket, while the 
Clintonians have a wretched one. Probably Seymour may be elected in the Western, tho' there 
is not much hope of it. The election will be close, and aome of our friends give it up, though 
without sufficient reason. • • « • In haste, truly yours, & F. BUTLER. 

Te /esse Heft, on Law, BeUgion, Behaeec, the Cawrt of Erron, tfc, 
[No. 50.] ALBAJfY, April 2, 1822. 

My Dear friend : I om glad to hear of your safe return from Washington, and have to thank 
you for your letter from that place. I regret that you lost the opportunity of arguing your cause 
in the Supreme Court. It would have been a circumstance equally creditable to you, and grati- 
fying to your friends, to have had you come forward so soon after your admission to the bar, 
in the first court, and against tlie highest law officer of the nation. 

It is not at all surprizing that you should know how to appreciate onr«oUcitude for * * * 

» • • Om" chief prayer is that she tnay be prepared for the dosing scene, throngh 
the Grace of her Creator and Judge. My dear friend, THIS, after aO, IS THE ONLY IM- 
PORTANT BUSINESS OF OUR LIVES— ati<i eoery new instance of mortality admonishes 
us to set about it in dae season, 

I am much indebted to you for your attention to the troublesome buamess of my releases. I 
do not care whether they are executed or not — the only object is to save costs by tendering them. 
Enelosed is a list of all the judgment creditors of J. Kane who have not released. Please 
mark opposite to each, the names of those who are absent, and where, so that I may bring them 
in by publication. 

Ths Court o( Errors yesterdsy decided the cause I argued there (Manahan vs. Gibbons^ in 
fiiTor of my clients, (Defendants,) 24 to 4— a great triumph to me, and some little mortification 
to Mr. Henry, who was uncommonly positive and sanguine. I have argued two, and have 
several other causes to argue in the Court of Chancery. 

Mn. Butler desires to be affectionately remembered by you and by Mr. Ward. No one 
stands higher in her estimation than yourself. She thinks yon the moat ardent friend I have, 
and therefore she feels for you as she ought to. I hope to see you in May, but may be disap- 
pointed. In haste, most truly youn, B. F. BUTLER. 

[7b J. Hsytt at New York.] Political scheming^! nstruetions how to keep Power from ths 
People — Noah told how to behave^-^orts to elect Crawford. 
[No. 51.] Albany, Jan'y 29^1824. 

My dear friend— The Electoml Law was to have been taken up in the Assembly to day * • 
» • « «Thers is no doubt whatever that a majority think it inexpedient to pass the bill, 
and yet they are so hampered by premamre commitments, and many of them so goaded by their 
eonstitusnts, as to render it almost morally certain that they pass it in some shape or other. 
Our reliance is on the Senate, and we still entertain strong hopes that it will be n^jected there 
in whatever form it may come. Still, this is by no meaits certain, and the greatest caution 
and prudence, as well as the greatest firmness, are required in presenting the subject to the 
Senators. We have not been, and are not, idle ; on the contrary, if ever men labored inoeseantly, 
the ' Conspiratora* and the * Regency,' iec., deserve that praise. •*»»»» Make 
a suggestion to Mr. Noah, whidi I trust will not be improperly reeeived by him. It is simply 
to suggest that, for the present, the Adnocate should not press the etainis nor deseant on the 
merits of Mr. Cmwibrd. We have in the two branebea of Che Legisl. about 105 members 
who are thorough-going Caucus men. Of thasa a majority, beyond all doubt, wonW prefer 
the nomination of Mr. Crawford, the remainder are for Mr. Clay or Mr. Adams, the anfallest 
number being for the latter. While these men are wHUng to abide by a CONGRESSIONAL 
NOMINATION, it is useless to advocate the claims 6f Mr. Crawford to such a nomination, 
it being certain that if any is mads U must fail on him. Beiidaa, by pressing the claims of 
that gentleman you incur the risk of alarming the feelingi and encountering the opposition of 
those firm and honest men who have gone with us nobly so far, and are willing to go with us to 
the end, hut who are yet unaccountably wedded to Mr. Clay or Mr. Adams. And though I do 
not believe they could be driven from the resolutions they have concurred in, in fiivor of a 
Candas at Washington, they may yet be induced to give a warm support to the JElactoral Lgw, 
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if they become satisfied, either that their candidates have no ehanco of a Caacus Nomination, 
or that we are determined to force the claims of Mr. Crawford. Stick to principi^s ; advocate 
the necessity of adheriog to the old fomu and ettaUuhed doctrine* of the party^^^ad express 
the ntmost readiness to submit individuai preferences to the decision of the Oiueus. It wiJi 
be time enough efter the nomination, to defend and mainuin the character and claims of the 
sncoessfnl candidate. ••••••/ ehould think it injudicioue to eaU meetinge on 

this tieklieh eubject, eepeeialiy in the eouMtry^ where the meetinge from neceeaUy would be 
more general than with you, and where our oppontnte would inevitably outmanage and out- 
number us, la your city, however, the Une ie eo dietinetly drawn, liiiD YOUR FORCES 
ARB SO WELL ORGANIZED, that you have nothing of that sort to apprehend. 

If the meeting about to talie place should not be more formidebie than X thiiilL it will be, it 
will not be misunderstood here. Its proceedings will be cunsidered ss tlie voice, not of the 
repablicsn party, but of the supporters of Mr. Wheaton and his ooUeagnes, who are now very 
well understood by the country member»->aiid instead of injuring I think it would render us a 
service if it should stand alone. * • « * « Still it seems to me that we have nothing 
to gain, and much to hazard by giving to tliis subject any farther excitement of a popular char 
acter— -but as Mr. Bowne knows perfectly the state of things here, your Committee should eon* 
(er with him fully before they adopt any course definitely. 

I omitted to make another suggestion for Mr. Noah. It is not very serviceable to talk much 
of Burritee, Lewisites, or the High minded. Several of the two former classes are here among 
our best friends ; and as to the latter, Sudam, Bronten, and Wheeler » are as true as steel, in 
the Senate — and Whiting, Hosmer and several othexs in the Assembly are among our best 
and most hapeful supporters in that House. 

I have not written to Mr. Barker about his proposition as to voters for Electors. It has been 
mentioned to several, but we doubt the power of the Legislature to pass it, and if they have it, 
we are still more apprehensive of its policy, for reasons which on reflection I think wiU oecnr to 
you. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

I opened this letter to show to Judge S. [Skinner.] 

Young ruminated — the Governor's foUy in going for the people — the Argus t^float — Barker's 

Conspiracy Trial. 
[No. 52.] To Jesse Hoyt. Albany, April 13, 1824. 

Dear Hoyt — Political aflairs stand well. The nomination of Young hoe defeated the plans 
of the opposition ; and though I did what I could TO PREVENT ITS NECESSITY, lam 
yet persuaded, that, under all circumstances, it is the best thing that could be done. You 
will see the two addresses. To ours we have more than two-thirds of both Houses — and though 
it does not speak directly of the presidential question, I think its tendency, &c., can hardly be 
misunderstood. If matters go as we expect, there will be a large majority for Mr. Crawford at 
the next session. Indeed it is very certain that he has received a majority of both branches. 
Rely upon it every thing will go well. Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 53.] To Jesse Hoyt. Albany, June 5, 1824. 

My Dear Sir — You have by this time heard the consummation of the Governor's folly by the 
issuing of his proclamation You will see that the ./Irgtie bnsinesa has been at last ac- 
complished. I was obliged to become responsible for the moderation of the New York paper, and 
to execute a Bond of Indemnity, &c. I have written to Hamilton for it. Do see that it is sent 
soon. Yours ever, B. F. B. 

[No. 54.] To Lorenzo Hoyt, Esq., Albany. New York, Oct. 1. 1826. 

I>8f Sir — Mr. Henry has gone home with an intention of preparing himself in the case of the 
BaoK of Plattsburg against Levi Piatt, Wells, and others, (the account cause;) I wish you would 
therefore * * * • e I have but a moment and few details of the trial, [Jacob Barker and oth- 
ers for a conspiracy to defraud,] must refer you to the papers. They bring down the detsils to 
yesterday at one o'clock. In the afternoon and evening we had a fine time of it, and when the 
eourt adjourned last night the cause was left remarkably well for us. I send a paper for Mrs. 
Butlei; Mr. Barker has done wonders. Truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

To Hoyt, on the Law Revisers — Dr. Hosack upset^-^ successor to Talcott, 
[No. 55.] Albany, Dec. U. 1827. 

My Deer Sir— I cannot send yon copies of the chapters that are to commence on the first of 
January, as passed, as there are but a few extra copies in print. « * « • * There is nothing 
in them, however, that can interest or aflfect you, in New York, except Chap. I4, *' Of Public 
Health,*' which mitigatea the Quarantine Laws arui upsets Dr. Hosack. Chap. 18 cuts up some 
QfpSBATloivs that used to be in vogue, but it was so altered by the Legislature as to be entirely 
confined to Corporations hereafter created or renewed. 

Incessant occupation has rendered it impoetible for me to answer yonr kind letter. My sitna. 
tion as a member of the AHambly will render mc ineligible to the office yon speak o( in oase 
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Tftlcott [Attorney General] should resign. [See the Con«titution :] And even if not difqnali- 
fif d by that circamstance, 1 ehould be unwilling to withdraw my attention from the renuunder 
of the Reviaion [of the iawa of N. Y.,] which wUl require all my efforts fur iome montha to come. 
I ffiuat get that concern off my hands before 1 set up for any thing else, especially if it requires 
labor. There is, however, little probability that the good people will soffer f^ loanl of candi- 
daiu* In a case so prominent there are generally enough to grasp for it. In baste. 

Very sincerely yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 56.] To J, Hofftt on his claims on Aim over Duer. Albant, March 19th, 1829. 

My Dear Sir — I have not been able to furnish Chancellor Walworth with a copy of — *s 
answer, my original copy having got into that celebrated receptacle of Chancery papen, from 
which notlUng is ever to be withdrawn — the draw or bushel basket, (I don't kftow which,) of his 

venerable predecessor I wish I had time to say some^ng of your last letter, but as 

the hour for closing the mail is at hand I must defer, and if I defer the whole matter will tumble 
into Limbo, for I never can undertake to answer sn old letter. Yoo do me injustice in yomr 
mode of stating the case As between you and John Duer I never can hesitate. You are not 
only the oldest fnend,6tit most assuredly HAVE THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE CLAIMS 
UPON ME — claims which I hope to eonvinee you I have not forgotten, and can never forget. 

Mis. B. continues to think illy not only of the Washington people, but of your arguments in 
its favor. I shall submit the matter wholly to her decision, though my judgment, not leas than 
my inclination, tells me she is wrong in some of her objections — if not in all. 

Most truly yourt, B. F. BUTLER. 

Maher {like Marey) to be saved from ruin, and mads respsetmhle, 

[No. 57.] Watekford, July 26, 1830. 

To Lorenzo Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, State Street, Albany. 

My Dear Sir — When I left this morning, I could not ascertain Whether Mr. Reynolds had re- 
turned or not. If he has not returned, I mast get my cause postponed, and return to assist Mr. 
Ostrander before the Vice Chancellor to-morrow. Let me know by the first stage or mail for 
Ballston. 

Notice should be given at the Post office to send Mr. Vnn Buren's lettera to Saratoga Springs. 
Those you sent yesterday to my house are yet there. Will you see them sent back to the Poet 
Office properly directed f 

Once more. Just as we left this morning, I heard that our excellent friend Maher was dead. 
It occurred to me instantly thai I. H. Strong was very well qunliSed for the place of State Libra- 
rian. IT WOULD SAVE HIM FROM RUIN, and make him a respectable living ; and hav- 
ing thatt he would be a respectable man. I beg you to call on Mr. Flagg, and name him as a 
candidate for whom I feel a deep interest ; also speak to Mr. Croswell and Mr. Phelps and oth- 
en. If it can be done, it will be a great affair for Strong. Don't omit seeing Mr. Flaeg. 

Youre, B. F. BUTLER. 

Noah — Judge Sutherland — 2>. B. Tallmadge a Successor to Duer, 
[No. 58.] [Mre. B. F. Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.] Albany, December 4th, 1830. 

My dear Sir: I am greatly obliged to you for sending me the paper containing the article 
** Albany Institute." I am very much inclined to believe that the author of the address merited 
the rebuke, not because our friend Croswell is mentioned in an honorable manner, but because 
the whole editorial corps were not ingrafted in the note. 

If I had written the note, I should not have forgotten Noah — I would have given him a high 
place, for he is certainly entitled to rank, being King and High Priest, &c. &c., of the Jews. 
In his literary store-house, he has ammunition of all sorts ; and altho' he is too fond of amusing 
us with squibs, he can, and does occasionally, send up a sky-rocket. I write in great haste, and 
have only time to add that I am a lone widdowyet — and that the very elements seem to conspire 
to keep my loving lord away. Did you ever know such a continued spell of unpleasant 
weath r? Youre, very sincerely, HARRIET B. 

[No. 59.] [private.] [Mre. B. F. Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt.] 

Wasbinotoii, 18th February, 1834. 
My Dear Sir — ^You must either work for Judge S. [Sutherland] or yourqslf, if yovL do not 
wish Tallmadge to get the office of D. A. [District Attorney.] 
His brother works like a Cart-Horee in the matter, and things are working well for him. 
Mr. B. [Butler] only yielded to Judge S's claims over youra, on account of his (the Judge's) 
peculiarly unpleasant situation in a pecuniary point of view. 

Do help the Judge. The decision of the matter is to be left to the N. Y. Members — Repre- 
sentative aod Senators— ond they are all pretty m'lch to a roan, committed to Tallmadge. 

Great haste, sincerely yours, U. B. 
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Judge Edmonds and Pmtperufm — Friee to get the Offiee-^Hoyfe troubles. 

[No. 60.] [Mra. B. F. Butler to Mr. Jesso Hoyt.] Washitotoit, Feb. 24, 1834. 

My Dear Sir-*I can only say in relation to the office which was the subject of a former ]ett6r» 
that you have become a candidate too late in the day for any hopes of success. 

If Tallmadge and Sutherland are set aside, as is very likely they will be, if the matter is re- 
ferred to the IVletj^tion, / think Mr. Edmonds loiil succeed. 

So far as PAUPERISM is a qualification and recommendation to the favor of party , surely 
you wUlgiw in to THE LAST NAMED PERSON. 

But it is a piiy, if you really want the office, that yon did not say so at the commencement of 
the seasion. You nury as well, however, write to Cambreleng, who J hear is committed for yon, 
and he will be able to tell you all the difficulties about the affair. 

PRICE, it is thought by Mr. B. [Butler] will be the penon the delegation will unite upon, if 
they cannot agree not to disagree upon either of the first named persons-^but I am of opinion 
Edmonds will be the man. 

/ am happy that you can talk so cheerfully of your misfortunes. I hope that you wiU yet ssa 
brighter days though. 

I perceive by one of your letters you are getting to be quite an old man. 

Mr. Butler still continuea strong in the faith < Jacksonism) and thinks that all the political 
troubiea of the day are necessary to the purification of the body politick. That lessons of wis. 
dom will be learned now (and learned by heart) that will do men good. 
f Hei« four lines of the lady's MS. are careiolly erased. She adds—] * 

Don't be carious to know the above — ^it only showed a little of the old leaven of Bsderalismw 
which my admission to the Cabinet cannot or has not yet, covered. 

Tho mail will doee and I must haste. Sincerely yoois, H. B. [HARRIET BUTLER.] 



Down with the United States Bank, but we may want another. 

[Na 61.] Private. [To Jesse Hoyt, Esq.] Febraary 24th, [1834.] 

My Dear Sir — I thank you for all the news rbad enough most of it) in your several letten-^ 
aad most heartily concur with you in all the censures and three.fourths of the abstract notjou 
you utter in them. As for supposing that Newbold, George Griswold, Stephen Whitney, or sny 
of the old federal commercial meh,- were with us on this occasion, for any other reaaon than ba« 
came they found it for their interest to go with us, I never for one singie inalant had sueh an 
unwarrentable idea. 

As for myself, / have NEVER doubted that THE PRESENT Bank ought XT BY ALL 
MEIANS XD to be put down — but, on the other hand, I have never been perfectly satisfied that 
we could get on with the business of the country without SOME SUCH AGENT. But Mr. 
Taney thinks we can, and \CThe is the judge. Mr. Gallatin also once told me we could-^ind 
I am desirous TO TRY IT ; because if we can get on iotlAoif< any of this machinery, I think 
it best to dispense with it, for it always has been, and always will be, abused, no matter who 
controls it, we or our enemies. 

Come what will, we must adhere to the Fres*t policy FOR THE PRESENT, even if it sends 
us all into the minority. It would be better to go ten years into the minority than to recharter 
THE Bank, or make a new one CTNOW. Truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 



Jackson*s Proclamation and Protest — American difficulties with Francv. 

[No, 62.]— Extract of a letter, B. F. Butler to Jesse Hoyt— dated Albany, Dec. 14, 1832.— 
'* The President's Proclamation baa electrified our whole community. Next to the Declaration 

of Independence, it is the most p— state paper our country's have produced." [The 

words fefl out are torn off the original.] 

[No. 63.]— Extn^et of a letter from Butler to Hoyt, dated Washington, June 29, 1634.— 

•* Mr. Taney and myself were nominated this morning ; Mr. Stevenson is also yet under con- 

sidention. They are very furious in their attacks on Stevenson, and it is by no mesns certain 

they may not call for information about MY SUPPORT OF THE PRESIDENT IN HIS 

PROTEST, iLCn in which event Mr. Wright is authorized by me to speak strongly." 

[No. 64] Same to same. Stuyvbsawt, October 1st, 1834. 

My Dear Sir : I have just received your letter of the 27th, which I found at my father's, on 
my retora to^y from Hudson, where I have been for the purpose of aiding our friend Blunt in 
his arbitration. 

I had noticed the information from France, this morning at Hudson, and it had occurred to 
me that the article in the Times, was a judicious comment upon it. Indeed I think it very oemiiiy 
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that the clamor which has existed in this country against the administration, for the last eight 
months, has really hud its luHuence on the French Chamber. And then is an littie reaaoo to 
doubt, tiiat the* opponiuon wiil Ofpuse auy coercive meauurt'S which the Pre^idt-nt may recommend, 
and by their tiictiuua course pus.-^ibiy give thi^ matter such a direction us tu prooace very aeriovs 
eillb.lrra^suient. 1 have, however, tuli contidt^nce that ihe subject will be well Weighed by the 
PrRttideni and his auviseis: and that the courae he may determme on wiil meet the approbation 
and Support of the country. 

1 have not thanked you as I ought to have done for your letter in relation to Patterson. On 
receiving ii| 1 wrae him, telling him where 1 wa» and should be, and a few days ago I received 
^ISUO I'lom him, with a very pnper letter and a promise to send the balance iu a few weeks. 

It t^asuiy intention to have left this place to*day or to-morrow for Washington, but Mrs. B. is 
neither well enough to go with me, nor to be left behind. 1 shall therefore remain till next week, 
When, il aiie is sufBcienily recovered, (as I hope she will be.) Mrs B. will accompany me. If 
practicable, 1 shuU endeavor to aee you on my way down, and at all events on my ritum about 
the 22d of October. The Democracy of your city have taken a course which does' them infinite 
banoTv and must sectire them success. With kindest regards to Mrs. H., I am, as alwaya. 

Very truly }ours, B. F. BUTIXR. 

Law — 0Jice»^Jackm>n*9 e$eape, 
[No. 65.] [To Lorenso Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, Albany.] 

Wasbxmoton, February 13, lA3d. 

My Dear Sir: I ought long since to hnve acknowledged the receipt of your leitem on the 
Rail Road ca)>e, dtc. Till the lOth or 15th of March, 1 shall be tnceosantly occupied— and even 
if 1 had Mr. Van Vechten*s opening, could not prepare dse answering brief. Bat if you will 
get and send me the points and authorities on the other side, which we are entitled to, as they 
demur, I will prepare the arg:un[ient on our part, as soon as I get out of the Supreme Court. I 
piesume I Bhull be able to attend the Albany Circuit, as it is altered to April. 

Our friend Chadden is rather hard on me. I told him expressly that Mr. Witbeck would 
expect to be re-appointed ; and, if not, that it would belong to Columbia county, as the other one 
has alwaya been i;iven to Greene county. I have also received a letter from him; and, aa soon 
as I can get time, will write him. 

You may well say that the President's escape was providtntiaU I was walking with M^or 
Donnelson, and jnst behind Governor Dickenson and Major Ravy,* who were next to the Pren- 
dent and Mr. Woodbury — Forsyth and Caas being both absent — snd though 1 heard both explo- 
aiona, did not see the poor wretch till he was seized. My own impression, at the moment, was, 
that the pisiohi had been discharged — the reports being quite loud — and for an instant, I feared 
the Preaident had been wounded, but soon discovered that to be a mistake. It was, aa you may 
well conceive, a moment of great excitement. We are all well. 

Very truly, yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

[No. 66.] 7b /. Hoyt, on Jackson's Caution and Forbearance, Wasbikoton, Nov. 26, 1836 
My Dear Sir : The President continues to improve, and by Monday next, I trust, will be aUo 
to resume the transaction of business, though it must be with great cavtion and forbearance — 
qvaliti€9 for lohieh he is not remarkahU — and hence the real danger of his condition. 

Though we have not the preoi^e returns of any one of the missing States — yet there is no reason 
to doubt the election of Mr. Van Buren. Have not Virginia and North Carolina done nobly? 

Truly yours, B. F. BUTLSR. 

To . Hvyt^ on Banking and Barker — Opinions change, 

[Nc. 67.J Washington, January 25, 1837, 

My Dear Sir : I thank you for the loan of your pomphlets, and still more for not exposing me 
to the public. The performance, according to my recollection of it — for I have not yet looked 
through it — was a very jejune one ; and besides, was so much mixed up with Mr. Barker's af- 
faira, ss to prevent it from being regarded in any other light thon as a plea for them; and aa they 
went by the board, the public will be apt to conclude that the doctrine of the writer must have 
been bad. In some respects, also, I should no doubt find it necessary to modify, and in others, 
perhaps, to change altogether, the sentiments expressed. Sir. who is there that, on aubjpcta of 
this sort, [Washington and Warren, B:<rker*s Exchange, and simitar Banks, it is presumed,] does 
not change his mind more or lea? in the course of nineteen year^— especially if they come be- 
tween twenty. two and forty-one? I mean to examine the thing with some core, and possibly I 
may be willing that some pnssnges of it should be quoted-^hut my present impretsion is, that 
I had better leave it alone. [The rest of the letter is about Colt's fire-arms.] 

Yours, troly, B. P. BUTLER. 

♦OflUley. 
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Flagg Ut J. Hoyt, on Speaker CroUus, Gtn'l Tallmagt, and the Eleetoral Laro. 
P^o. 6ti.] ALBAXfY. January 1 lth» 1824. 

Dear Sir: Your letter was handed tome the morning after the Cauiud. 1 had bovrtv^r, 
cuftticipated its coiitenia in the course taken in Caucus. Yuur seven evil geniuses fancied they 
lircre la take the ocmntry democrats by ihe hind and lead on a tine dunce, bat we gave them 
an Uitimatinn, that iiiHsmuch as they cante fioiii a seaport, iht-y must bliow a regular clearance 
from the demot-raTs of that purt, or be regarded as poliiicui pirates. In the Caucus, Mr I'alU 
niiige, assuming the ground of an old democrat, said he could not bear to see his aged, grey 
headed triend, (Croiy,) turned out. They had walked together in the refi'rm path, £c. 1 re- 
plied, ihnt he spoke feelingly — it waa natural that be had a sympathy for his old friend, and 
fcbould be sensitive on account of his removal, tor they both etood upon this fioor upon the same 
footing. Mr. Tallmage corrected uie as to the tact, and said he did not by sny means stand upon 
the same footing with the gentleman Irom New York. A pretty compliment to his Iriends, 
•* thinks t to myself." 

SiKCE THE FA^SAOgE OF MY KESOLtTTION, THE *' PEOPLE" BATE BEElf iS QUIET AS LAMBS. 

Yours, 6ui., A. C. FLAGG. 

P. S. Drop us 8 few tender linee now and then. 

Flagg to J. Hoyt, on Young, JBuller and the Eieetione, 
[No. 69.] Albaxy, 4 o'clock, November 7, 1887. 

'Sir ; The canvass of the 5th ward gives Butler 75 majority, the other two of our Assembly 
about 70. ' Warren mn less than 80. 

A letter from Watervliet yesterday, says 200 votes polled that day, and two to one for otff 
ticket. 

A person who left Saratoga Springs yesterday, says it is probable that the Jackson tiektt 
will be elected ; Samuel Young opposing the regular nomination, as he understood. 

Returns are momently expected from the other wards ; if received the result will be given in 
this letter ; if not you may rely upon several hundred majority in this city for the Republican 
ticket. Last year it was several hundred the other way. In the 2d ward Butler has 352. 
Hamiltoii 279. Seventy-three majority over Hamilton, and 148 majority over Dorman. Ver- 
plank, (Rep.) has one majority over Hamilton, and Staats 60 over Dorman. 

Batler^s majority in the cfty over 450— Warren's will be 500. A. C. FLAGO. 

Flagg to Hoyt, on Selden, Van Buren and the Conventimt. 
[No. 70.] Albant, March 26, 1832. 

Dear Sir : You will have seen the proceedings of the Convention, and will, 1 doubt not, be 
gratitied with the general results. Bowne had been .the prominent man for a State delegate 
before the N. Y. delegation arrived, and a majority of the delegation agreeing upon him, it set- 
tled that matter at once. Your city delegation was kept back until neariy the hour of the meeu 
iug of the Convention — and Selden and a few mischievous spirits among your membeia, of the 
House, induced your delegation to believe that some contrivances adverse to the city were 
agreed upon here, and that they would have delegates forced upon them who would not be 
agreeable to them — and 6elden did all in his power to throw the Convention into eonfasion. 
He was mistaken in his men, and only made hims'elf appear faetioos and foolish * • • • 
The strong vote of the Convention rebuked the factionlsts, and all thinga went off with the moH 
entire nnxnimity, both in the Committees and the Convention. 

The delegates to Baltimore, I have no doubt, form a unit in regard to any meaame toptomote 
the interests of Mr. V. B. and the Old Hero. 

The political affairs of this State never looked fairer-^there is eome diversify of opinion as td 
a eandidste for Guv., which will be settled at the Herkimer Convention — and the namea of Jack- < 
■OB and Van Buren will get a triumphant vote and bear down all opposition. j 

Youis truly, A. C. FLAGG. | 

Selden eoneidere Calhoun the dupe of eomebody behind the ewrtain^-^haneeUor MeCoutea j 

chaneee. i 

[No. 71.] Dndley Sflden, Eaq., to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y. ) 

My Dear Hoyt: My friend's letters have not, perhaps, been answered as soon as he thinks ^ 
they oBffht, but I have not been able to read them yet, and a man is certainly entitled to be j 
pielsed for his punctuality who makes his return to a letter as soon as he has perused it. ; 

You need not endorse " confidentiar on any of the communicationa to Livingaton orStilwell ; 1 
th^y are both m my room as soon as they break your seals for the purpose of obtaining a full ] 
nndcrstiinding of the contents. They cannot imagine how I can unravel the mysterions marks ' 
and signs with such rapidity : the truth is, I do not, but make a letter for you as I go along, o0 
each capacity and merit as would seem BuitaUo to come from a mu of your ludentaiiding. If^ 
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you cannot read this you may do the same thing. My time has been very much occapnd in 
the committee ; you shall have a report if you will engage to read it ; and let me say to you 
that it is spoken very well of. 

On reading Calhoun's correspondence, I made up my mind very soon that he had been the 
dupe of some poor devil behind the curtain, and had exhibited most egregious foQy in being 
caught. Your successful competitor for a high place, seems to have been the most conspicuous 
man in bringing up this by.gone transaction ; and I am glad that Mr. Van Buren, like the high- 
spirited horae, has shaken the dew from his mane and exposed the rogue to be taken. No news 
here. Your kind efTorte in favor of D. D. & H. are duly appreciated. I felt satisfied that in 
sending me the little pamphlet your whole object was the public good. So is mine, and I will 
if I can give the rascally speculators upon time a thrust under the abort ribs. 

Youis, truly DUDLEY SELDEN. 

McCoun hangs heavy in the Senate. I know not why. As soon as 
withdrew (and so 1 read his letter to the Chancellor) I have aided him all I could. 



Cutting to Hoyt, on Bank meamwea and the " Lobby Wkortor 
[No. 72.] Albaht, January 5, 1836. 

My Dear Jesse : I send you [an] extract from the Albany Argus. You will perceive that our 
friend Charles takes the true stand ; and, with his invincible popularity, will add strength and 
currency to Democratic measures, in contradistinction to the federal views of certain leaders at 
Old Tammany. Get the Post to republish them ; and^ if you ean^ let them soy a word or two far 
Charley. I suppose the Timee will not republish, but as it is a matter of genersl interest just 
now, th^ Conrier might copy it, in order to inform its readers that it is probably a useless ex- 
I to keep any Lobby Whores this winter. Yours, in haste, F. B. CUTTING. 



Thad, Phelpo on Free Banking — Swearing on paper. 
[No. 73.] Mr. Thaddeua Phelps, (of Park Place, New York,) at Albany, to Mr. Jesse 
Hoyt, at New York, [April 29, 1836.] 
'* Dear Hoyt : Wc arrived this morning and have already accomplished wonders. Our in- 
Jluonce has already made eix Banks in the Ilouee, (no fear of the Senate,) and by to-morrow 
night there is very little doubt we shall have made twenty or thirty more. You fellows who are 
in favor of the Repealera, may all now go to Hell in your own way. Consider your restraining 
law repealed. Consider me a partner in a Banking Company — I put in 2,000,000 — Call on 
John Ward for the money. No more at present — your lovinff friend, 

^ »THADDEUS PHELPS. 
Arrived on Monday morning. * 29 April. 

Monroe has sent in his allegiance — and the Native American party. May 

go to the D— 1. Boat off. T. P.** 

Flagg on Free Banking, addressed to J, Hoyt. 
[No. 74.] Albaict, July 27, 1^6. 

Dear Sir : I have received your letter of the 15th, and fully appreciate the importance of taking 
bold of the Restraining Law, as you mention. Your letter came while I was attending a meet- 
injr of the Canal Board at Utica, and I have this afternoon returned from a meeting of the Trus- 
tees of Union College. I have thus been prevented from answering your letter, or attending to 
its suggestions. In due time I will have something done. The quarrels about the Banks of 
last session, will aid in pushing forward this just measure, if taken in proper time. The great 
mass of the Democratic papers in the state are sound on this point, and will co-operate with 
zeal and efficiency. With much respect, your obedient servant, A. C. FLAGG. 



Flagg to J, Hoyt, on Banks, Paper Dollars and Log Rolling, 
[No. 75.] ALBAinr, October 3, 1836. 

Dear Sir : The repeal of the restraining law, so far as to allow offices of Discount and De- 
posite, is universally assented to by town, county, district, and state conventions. To this extent 

♦On reference to the N. Y. Evening Port of Sept. 19, 1838. it will be wen, that a paMie meetinc wafe held hi New 
York on the SSth of April, foar dajr* before the date of Mr. Phelpi's note, of which Stephwi AUeii was theChaS^ 
iDttn and Jesse Floyt the Secretary, and that a Committee was appointed to address the pubh'c in favor of repealinc 
part of the rcstraiomg law. This committee issued its oddress on the 12th of Seiitember, askinir " can there be a 
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a kw can be paased with littls opposition. If the issuing of Bills is added, so aa to multiply 
without limit the manufactories of paper money, a new aspect will be given to the whole matter, 
aiid those who are opposed to any change may be enabled to keep things as they now are. If we 
^can open the way, and build up a class oT Banka which not issue paper, the«e will c(^operate in ma. 
king the currency more sound than at present ; if they have nothing to make by the issue of 
small bills, they wiU not be aggrieved by seeing gold and silver take the place of the small bills. 
After the fetters are knocked off, and the new class of money changers are " in the full tide of 
SQCceasful experiment/' such other modifications may be made as experience may recommend, 
and as " the business wants of the community may require." Repeal the re§training law, refuse 
all banks, unless their stock is sold at auction, and those who trade upon Ugitlation, ^the hon*ble 
the lobby) will be blown " sky high :" and the oceneo of log rolling and corruption would be re. 
placed by a decent regard to moral and official purity, and a reasonable attention to the public 
buainesB and the general welfare. Truly yours, A. C. FLAGG. 



Marcy to Hoyt, on Illumination in Banking, 
[No. 76.] [To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y.] Albany, 34th November, 1836. 

My Dear Sir : You promised me some illumination on the subject of the restraining law or 
rather the repeal of it. I am informed that there is a probability that I am elected, and if so, it 
will be expected that I send to the legislamre a message. If you have any publications or other 
matters too cumbersome for the mail, you can, if you choose, put them in the charge of one of 
the electors from your city. If you are extravagant in your notions, they will not be adopted—- 
you expect, as a matter of course, they will be modified.* I will not ask you to get what yon 
write yourself copied, because it is fosstblb that some one may be found in this city or viciniiy 
who will be able to decypher your hand writing. 

I am, with great respect, your to be obliged and humble servant, W. L. MARCY. 

Flagg on Free, Private, and Privileged Banks — General Maison and the Resitraimng Aeti^ 
Plagg on the Usury Laws, 
[No. 77.1 Albany, December 4th, 1836. 

To Jesse Hoyt, Esq.— My Dear Sir : I have received your letter of the 2d instant. I have 
not seen the pamphlet of Mr. Hammond, and therefore cannot speak of its contents. The re- 
peal of that part of the Restraining Law which prohibits offices of discounts and depoeitcs, I wish 
to see achieved, and I believe to make the object certain, no private Banking System should be 
connected with this measure. 

After this is done, if there is a press for paper manufacmring Banks, then a system of private 
banking, to issue 50 dollars, and over, may be brought forward and discussed as a substitute for 
the present mode of dealing out charters. 

It has been pretty well settled, that a mould for running bank charters cannot be made eon- 
stitutionaliy : that there must be a distinct vole of the Legislature upon every moneyed Cor- 
poration. A general law for establishing a system of private banking, and conferring corporate 

^Governor Harcy had ligiwd yery many bank charter*, or eontraeti beatowiiw special privilege* on Uie *haro 
kolder* of bank*, aw such— co had Governor Throop. Mr. Van Bnren had, in hi* mfety fond inemfe, recom- 
mended oreanized wholesale rectrainti. Governor Harcy, in his measo^ to the Lefislature, Jan. 3, 1637. [whether 
through Mr. Ilovt's illumination or not, I cannot say,] advises a partial repeal of the privileges of the chartered 
banks, in the following words : 

[From Marcy's Mes«Rge, Jan. 1837.]—" In every conntry where banks, with the exclusive privilege of furnishing 
the circulating medium, are numerous, and particularly where the business of loaning money is embarrassed b v 
restraints imposed on other associations, and on individuals, it is reasonable to expect that pecuniary pressuie* will 
he frequent and severe ; and if not more frequent, thev will probably be more severe, and continue loncer than in 
countries where all sources of relief are left entirely open, and competition is permitted to oiiernte in adjusting the 
relation of equality between demand and supply. In this respect, the operation of the sUtute usually called the 
restraining law, so far at least as it denies to individuals and associations the right of receiving deposites and mak- 
ing discounts, is unquestimiably injurious. 

It i* the eesential characteristic of private property, that the owner shonld not only have the right of exclusive 
IMMseasion. but the liberty of free use, modified only by the equal righu of others to einoy their own property, and 
the public right to provide for the general welfare. The reasons, therefore, that should induce the legislature to 
enact or continue any law circumsrribing the rights of individuals in relation to their private pro|terty, must arise 
ftnm a strong and clear necessity of providing for the well-being of society. I have not been able to convince my- 
self that any such consideratioa can be adduced in support of that part of the restraining law, which inteidiets to 
the community at large the right of receiving deposites and making discounts. If it originated, as is generally be- 
Itoved, in a desire to give this kind of business exrtosively to incorporated banks, and subserves no better purpose 
than to carry out this design, 1 anticipate a ready disposition on yoor part to repeal it. 

There is nothing, I believe, in the history of the time* when this law was first enacted, which is calculated to in ■ 
spire a high degree of respect for it, or from which sound arguments for its continuance can be fairly deduced. 
' The restraint in respect to deposites and discounts, being regarded as injurious to the public, and devised aa a spe- 
cif favor to the banks, the law that imposes it is not effieienUy sustained by the moral sense of tlie community, and 
i* constantly evaded with impunity. The efficacy nf laws depend, io a great degree, upon the concurrence or (lub- 
lic opinion in their favor ; and when, for the want of this sanction, particular enactments are in a great degree ino 
perativs, they should be repealed, that the evil example of disregarding them may not weaken the force of the sal- 
utary wntiment which all shonld Ibel— ibat obedJooce to lawi, wlthotzt zegaid to ladiTidualopiiiioiwas totbsir SB 
pedJsBcy, if a high moral da^." 
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powtrs, is not attainable. If the fetters are knocked off by the repeat of the Reetniiniiif Tiiw. 
pvivata bmking associafiui s may he formed, and ibese may be regulated by law, and ihi« kw 
be general, liie ireneral laws for incorporating manufiictoriea and ehuicb societiea, viere pmrntA 
before the consiinition was ad«)pt<Hl : these lawa were not reviaed and re-cnacied, but inaened 
in the 3J vuiuhfie as they 8t> od. 

The Senate referred the matter of the Reatratning Law to a committee, of which General 
Mais»n is Chairman, and Mr. Hunter ia one of the members. I suppoae General Maiaon will 
be prepand with a bill. Mr. Ctttting, 1 presume, will renew his bill in the Aaaembly; and the 
pruvisions of hit bill I am in favor of. This bill breaks the chaina, except as to i'^utng btlts. 
To allow all the world to manufacture paper currency might do mure evil than g«)od. At att 
event!<, before this i* done, a well devised system of guarda should be matured tu protect bilU 
holders and other crt- ditors. The demolition of the Usury laws, in relution to commercial paper, 
such as you mention, is probably desinible ; and certainly worth an '* experimentJ" But, as yoa 
mention, this meaaure should stand by iiaelf ; and in the same way, the ayetem of privaia bank- 
ing, if one is presented, may aa well be discussed and settled separate from the repeal of the 
Restraining Law. 

1 do not think it politic or proper, to make apecial war upon existing hanks, aa may be the 
case with Mr. Hammond. We have taxed the Safety Fund banka three per cent on their capi- 
tal, for the pit)tection uf their credititrs, and we hold them to strict regulations, which they some, 
times break over : yet give ihem fuir play even though they do not in all cases extt'nd it to the 
business community. Those who insist upon an unlimited repeal of the Restraining Law, if they 
aecompliith their object, will do enough towards disciplining the banks without bringing any 
other artUiery to bear upon them : Truly yoursi A. C. FLA6G. 

Bx'Speaker Livingston to Jesne Hoyt, on Free Banking — Toung, Jtfatson, f^c. 
[No. 78.] Albakt, Dec. 30ih, 1836. 

My Dear Sir: I have just received the draft of the law prepared under the directions of your 
committee, acompanied with your private letter of advice aa to the mode of procedure. 

The proposed amendments are well enough — but you muat not expect that the legislature will 
adopt them in the hasty manner auggested. In modifying so imporunt a provision in our laws 
a variety of thoughts will necessarily engage the mind, and no little time will be consumed in 
discuasing them before the Senate can arrive at a final decision. This is unavoidable, however 
deairable it may be to hasten the accomplishment of your objects. Gen'l Maison, the chairman 
of the committee which has this matter in charge, has, for the last month, been so constantly 
occupied in maturing opinions for the Court of Errors, that we have not yet had the opportunity 
of comparing our views; and it would be indelicate in me, whatever ambition I might feel "to 
heeome the father of the measure,** to press your bill without his sanction. Be patient and all 
will go well. 

Young, 1 am informed, intenda to urge an unconditional repeal — to permit the issuing of bills 
if adequate security can be given (or their redemption. Such a measure can be sustained upon 
principle, and I shnll not hesitate to give it my support — not, however, if I should think such a 
course would hazard the muin chance. * 

That part of your hill which contemplates an alteration in the usury laws I propose to erase 
ahogetber^not becauae I am hostile (aa at present advised) to the change, but 1 prefer fur maiiy 
reasons to consider the n^ury Ihws a separate question. 

So soon as oar committee arrive at any definite conduction I will inform vou of it 

Yoiirs truly, CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON. 

Ex 'Speaker Livingston on Free Banks — Hunter*s scheme to limit capital 
[No. 79.] ALBiifY, Jan. 3d, 1837. 

Dear Hoyt : The anti-restraint committee met this evening and our chairman (Maison) nb. 
mitt^d his bill, the mnin provi^^ions of which are nsfollov^'s — 

" \i*t. Removes the prohibition ag-iinat offices of discount and deposit — ^restrains all aasociatfons 
formed under the low from engngine in the purchase or sale of real eststp, or dealing in mertihan- 
dis**, ho Authorises ihem to hold real estate in payment of antecedent debts, and po much aa may 
be nece^aary for the <ransacti<»n of their business — prohibits the agents or ofBcera of forvi<m cor- 
por;jtton'« eptnblishing sssoeinfionff for the purpo<« ti( the act withi«i thia state — certificates to be 
filed with county clerks, setting fnuh the names of the co-pirtnershipand amount of cnpital em- 
ployed— prohi hits nil corporations from entering into the business authorized by the act, except 
such ns* are expressly pHrmitted by Isw.-* 

Himter will probably offer, when the bill comes before the Sennt<*, his darling an^endmenta, 
limiting the amount of cnpiial. This I imagine will be offered more for the purpose of diaplaying 
his ronsisiency ihnn wiih the expectation of- ita being adopted. When the bill shall be printed 
I will aend you a copy, frr)m which you will be able to judge more correctly of its provisions 
than you can from this sketch of them. CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON 
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CsHMelhr Cutting an Banks, Edtoard lAvingaUm, Ogden^ Pottmaster Crnham, C(e. 
[No. 80.] AL&iinr, Xanuary'6. 1^37. ' 

My Dear Hoyt : Charles Livingston has sent you a copy of the hill to rep»al Ihe rMtmining 
law, repurteci by Maison in the Senate. The first sectiun is al) that oueht to pajw/but I suppose 
that being in the hands of the Philisunrs.we must bo ihankfol for any favurs, no matter how 
small. Edward Livingtaun, O* I am ofraid has turned a sharp angle, and will cume oOt'Bink. 
See his vote to-day. To-morrow he will be biought to the boll ring, and stamped as be dessrvis, 
if we should go into committee of tl)e whole and he should participate in the debate. We beat 
them to.day elegantly. 

Do you aee who compose the committee on the repeal of the restraining law in our House? 
Ogden, Chrtirman ! the violent opponent of the raensure last year ! the aeent of the FarmersT 
Trust and Loan Company ! the intimato of John L. Graham, Seymoar 9l Co. ! the guest of the 
former last spring in New York, and his lobby friend at the Syracuse Convention ! ZT Bni we 
will defeat the gang. The restraining law will be modified — the usury laws partially repealed, 
and no Banks chartered. F. B. C. 

Ex'Speaker LivingHon on * Chartered Nuisancee* Free Bankings the free un of Caintal, and 
Youn^e Umry Bill. Cutting^e queer posieeript. 
[^o. 81.] Albany, Jan. 9th. 1837. 

Dear Hoyt : The mail of last evening brought me two letters from you. f^ince I last wrotf , 
nothing new has transpired, except the introduction of Maison^s bill, a copy of which I forwsrded 
to you for critical exaroinntion. I am sensible that mnny of its provisions will be regarded ai 
iinnecesearily severe — indeed, it haa already been characterised as a reetreint vpon the reetrain' 
ing law ; but it should be understood as having been offered in its present form, now, for the ptir« 
pose of affording an opportunity to bring under consideration alt the advantages 8» well as inju. 
rious consequences of the proposed restrictions, rather than with any hope of their being adopted. 
So far as I can discern, the legislature have sound views on tho subject; and before li»ng, yoa 
wi!l be in the enjoyment of all the benefits which are expected to flow from the free use of a 
natural risht to deal in money. But after all. and you may rely upon it, the repeal will be found 
to be of little importance, so long as persons are restrained from issuing notes to be put in cfaoi- 
lation as money. 

Bank petitions begin to shew their ugly faces from all quarters; and unless their fate 
be decided at the threshold of the session, the friends of these chsrtered nuisances will struggle 
desperately for another shuffle of the pack. If they dared, they would put a atop to all DicftNT 
legialation till their monopolixing appetitee were gorged with epeeial privileget. But there are 
some good fellows in the assembly, with Cutting, King and Clinch to lead them, who will hold 
on to their grasp withoet mercy. 

Young has introduced his promised bill to repeal the usury law. He goes the whole figure ; 
but I doubt if he ean persuade the Legislature to go with him. If we succeed in exempting from 
its penalties all commercisl paper having six months to run, an important point will be gained, and 
perhaps it is better to stop here for the present. If this experiment works well in practice, the 
law may then be extended to all contracts. Cutting desires me to leave a space for him in this 
letter. Yours, CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON. 

On the tame eheet, as a Poetocripf. 
Take eare how you write too freely to the Speaker*. Time will show whether he goes 
with the bank-men or not. As to hie dispneition to do so, I have a strong belief The assem- 
bly was engaged this morning on the resolution to insCVuct the bank committee. To-morrow the 
discussion will be resumed. The 5pal vote will not shew the full anti-bank strength, hut I think 
it will speak strong enough to satisfy the most sceptical, that all expectations for bHuk^ thin year 
wiU be disappointed. F. B. CUTTING. 

Ex^Sjpeaker Livingston on Maiean*e BiU, Protection to Safety Fund Banks, Ftireign Corpora. 

tions. Capital, Currency, Free Trade in Money, the United States Bank, Thaddeus Phelp^s 

views, and picking the feathers from our Pilots, 
[No. 82] Albaitt, January 12rh, 1837. 

Dear Hoyt : Your last, received this evening, expresses astonishment that I should haye as- 
tented to Maison's bill I have, in a former letter, attempted to explain the reasomi for thie 
eouree. If these reasons are feeble and unsetis&ctory, then I roost submit to the cone>-quences 
of my error. I could endure any punishment, no matter how severe, that the people should 
choose to inflict vpon me; but I confess it would make my heart bleed to think that I had by any 
faux pas incurred your displeasure. But in truth, my good friend, you seem to entertain ground, 
lees fear of the designe of the Legislature. Believe me, there is no serious intention to transfer 
the government of the Slate to banks— our sympathies are with the people, and tiieir rights wiU 

• Edward LiviofitoB of Albany. 
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ba mpected. Look at our proceedings for the last ten days — they will satisfy you of the tnith 
of this remark, and they may also indicate the probable result of this whole matter. 

I think \ sent you a copy of the bill. 7*he first section has been adopted in committee of the 
whole. The second rejected, and we are now upon the third. This provides that the bills of 
the banks of thit State only ekall be circulated aa money 6jf private bankers. Such a restivint 
is deemed necessary {and I concur in the opinion) to protect our citizens from an unsound and 
worthless currency. To this extent, I am prepared to believe you would go in imposing res. 
tricti« ms. 

If foreign corporations, of whose condition we know nothing, and over which the Legislatnre 
has no control, are not checked in their inconsiderate and dangerous issues of a sickly currency, 
to be circulated as money through the State, the people would curse their representatives for 
sufiering such an evil to be inflicted upon them. The regulation of the currency has always 
been admitted to be a subject of legislative control ; and there is, as the Governor [Marcy] says 
in his message, a marked difference between free trade in money and free trade in the fictitious 
representatives of money. 

There is no danger in confining private bankers to the bills of this State ; they will alwmyshave 
a supply equal to the wants of the community. The great object to be accomplished b the free 
use of capital. Invite capital, soy I, horn all quarters ; but away with your worthless promises 
to pay. 

So far as Maison*s bill interferes with the free influx of capital, just so far I will oppose it ; 
and here let me observe, that I regret to discern a disposition in some of those who were most 
liberal last winter, to hold up the United States Bank as a bugbear, and seek by appeals to preju. 
dice, to drive away all agencies. There is a section in the bill which, if adopted, would have 
this effect ; but I think I can pereuade Maison to abandon it. If he consents, all will go well. 

I had written thus far, when I received a letter from our mutual friend^ Phelp9, on this sab- 
ject, which contains sound views, and much good advice. I would write to him this evening, if 
it were not so late — ^have the goodness to say to him that I will defend his rights against all in- 
vasions. He also has the impression that the bill has been dictated by bank officers for the pur- 
pose of protecting their institutions in the enjoyment of their exclusive privileges. He ought 
rather to rejoice at the appearance of the bill, for it not only presents the opportunity fairly of 
discussing the restraining law in all its bearings ; but it also serves to exhibit the odious charac- 
ter of that law more strikingly than could be done in an elaborate essay upon the subject. Pre- 
sent my kind regards to him, and say that I will acknowledge his letter to-morrow. 

Very truly, CHAS. L. LIVINGSTON. 

By this time you will think me one of your most stupid correspondents. I have just read over 
what I have written, and almost feel ashamed of my incoherence ; but yon will pardon this iauU 
in a pMie man overwhelmed with busineat. Don*t laugh ! I forgot to ask you to say to 
Phelps, that as soon as I receive the necessary papers from New York, / will begin to pick the 
feathera from our pilots. 

Ex-Speaker Livingston on the Bank BUI — Bank Charters will go, root and branch — tha 
Senate— Move the Press and tell Phelps, 
[No. 83.] To Jesse Hoyt, N..y. Albaky, Jan. 12, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt : I wrote you a letter last evening just by way of filling up an interval before 
bed time. The discussion on the restraining law has been continued this morning upon the all 
engrossing topic. The third section of the bill has been rejected, and an animated debate arose 
on the fourth. What disposition do you think has been made of it } can you believe that it 
has been adopted 7 and yet such is the fact. This inlelligenoe will ba received by our citiaens 
with indignation and contempt. It aims a fatal blow at the introduction and use of capital, 
and may result in the ruin of many of our merchants. What will be the consequence of pro- 
hibiting agents of foreign corporations from making loans of their capital 7 The question is 
easily answered. All debtors must forthwith pay up, and the amount of payments to the Morris 
Canal snd United States Bank Agency, as I am informed, would be about $12,000,000. Drive 
away their ai^ents and you would produce a pressure such as has never before been felt. If I 
mistake not, the proceedings of to-day will awaken such a spirit among the penpU as wiU nof 
be appeased till all bank charters are destroyed root and branch. THIS WOULD BE CAL- 
AMITOUS, but I would more cheerfully endure such a state of things than legislate (s« it 
would seem) for their sole benefit. I made what effort I could command ogaiuPt the section, 
as did 8 ISO Young nnd Tracy. These gentlemen deserve the thanks of our city [New York] for 
their able and manly snpport of its interests : see that justice is done to them. Tt would he well 
TO STIR UP OUR PAPERS. Let them agitate--agitiite— agitate— and the country will 
follow th-'ir example. For the present I despair. If an intelligent Senate of this State cannot and 
vrill not bejmsde sensible of the advantages of a free trade in capital (come from what quarter 
i\ may) why then it is waste of time to maintain so evident a maxim in political economf . 
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Whftt adrances have we made in thia ecienee 7 But my friend, let me conclude with the ten* 
der of my congratulations upon the progress of your principles. 

You may communicate this scrawl to Phelps. C. L. LIVINGSTON. 

Comptroller Flagg to KoyI, on Free Banking — the eenteee of HoyVe new bom zeal for {he re. 
petU of reolrainU on deaUre in Currency. 
[No. 84.] Albany, Jan. 15, 1837. 

Dear Sir : I have received your letter in relation to Maison's restraint of the Restraining 
Law. By this time you will have seen that the Senate have cut the bill all to pieces. If there 
had been two or three votes more on the free trade side they would have cut out every section 
but the first, which was a simple repeal of the restraint upon offices of discount and deposite ; as it 
is, they have only retained the 4th, with modifications, and one other. The bill novo, in my 
opinion, is about right. I think foreign corporations should not be allowed to establish offices 
here : we have trouble enough with our own moiuters, without legalizing a brood from Jersey 
and Connecticut. Maison showed me his bill, and I told him the better way was to strike off 
the fetters upon capital»and allow private Bankers to do every thing which incorporated Banks 
now do, ^except to issue bills. We all told him his machinery would not do ; but he had moved 
the committee as an opponent of the repeal of the restraint, and nothing better could have been 
ezpeeted firoro an opponent of the measure for relief. Mr. Mack goes the whole hog against 
Maiaon's restraints ; and so do several others whose support he expected. 

Tracy has offered, in communication with the subject, a bill for private banking, allowing 
bills to be isued of $50 and upwards. This bill will get only a few votes at this time. There 
is not a prospect of any Banks this winter, of any kind, to issue paper. 

Truly yours, A. C. FLAGG. 

Senator Livingston on Bank Bills and * the DeviT, John B, Tates.f 

[No. 85.1 ATiBANY, January 16th, 1887. 

My Dear Ho}'t : The repeal of the much talked of law may be disposed of this morning 
without any material change of the form in which it stood when I Isst wrote. The proporidcn 
now under discussion contemplates a removal of the restraint upon individual issues ; limiting the 
bills that may be issued, however, to $50. The proposition has been ably supported by Tracy 
and Young — and if I misttike not, I said in a former letter that I should support it, but I confess 
subsequent reflection has shnken my opinion, and I sm rather inelioed to go against it. Soeh a 
privilege might be extensively abused, and in voting against it I may possibly be influenced rather 
by fears than realities — but my object in writing is to explain what msy seem to yon to be an in. 
consistency in my vote with a former opinion. In seeing to reform abuses or correcting evils, 
it is always prudent to commence by gradual steps. Defeat generally attenda a reformer if he 
aims at too much in the onset. The issuing of bills to circulate as money is properly a matt«r for 
legislative control — and if we can preserve the currency from variableness or injarioos depreeia- 

*Mr Hoyt*i onxietv for free bankinjr app«an to have ariwn in a irreat mesanre ftrnn his anticipationi of enor- 
mons pnins to be made out of tueh TiUainou* coneenM at Been'i Trust Co. William G. Bneknor. one of llort*s 
Wall atrtet Mqaaintanees, on beiof intemvfated by the United States ComonistMinen, in 1841, whether it was W 
li«Ted. at the brokers* board, that Mr. Hoyt was largely interestetl in purchasing the st»ck of the North Amerfean 
Tnist and Hanking Company, answered tbat ** it was the general impression among the brokers that Mr. H'«Tt was 
Inr^ly interested in operating in the stock of that institution. This impression proliably arose ftom the knowledge 



that he was stri^igly addicted to stoek speeuhitions, and from the feet that certain persons dealt largely in that stock, 
who, from the connection and tlieoonfi' ' * * ' *' ' *' " ' 



k speculations, and from the fact tbntcertam persons dealt largely in that stock, 
nfidence and intimacy subsisting between them and Mr. Hoyt, were supposed 
tn be operating for him. or that he was interested in their operations.** And, further, that he ** believes these opera- 
tion! werv extremely unprofitable.** Mr. Barr. another Wall street broker, remarked, that ** certificates of deposite 
n that bank were commonly sold in Wall street at a discount which commenced at 3 tn 5 per cent., and went on in- 
creating until certificates on time were sold income instances at the rate of 5 per cent, per month discount, I 
should not have considered it a safe institution in which to make deposites of public monev.** Mr. Barr added, 
'thatMeJimsey. Hovt*s brother-in-law, (also a Wall street broker.) was a large operator in the stock of that bank, 
and that it was believed that Hoyt was interested with him. At times when the Treasury of the Union was bor- 
rowing at high rates of interest, uoyt was deiraeitiog hundreds of thousands of dollars of the public funds with this 
free tmmk (!) and refusing to remit to Washington the balance In his hands, which he had incorrectly stated. If 
the Sab Tieasurv is to be revived, so as to enable future Hoyto to play over again the game of this minion of Van 
Boren. thronghout the Union— and what is there to prevent it 1—1, for one, would doubt iu efficiency. Hovt lent 
B«crs*s Bank, while the dnb-Treasury was in operation, $005,880. to 15th of Oct. 1840, without interest ! Hoyt*s 
deposites aflected the value of the stoek, which fluctuated from 995 till it got down to 93. 



who ably aided the friends of education by his unwearied efforts in Congress to get cheap posUge esUblished, 
took the same coaise, as did Colonel Yonng. Mr. Yates was rich, anxious to educate the people, aod fond of inter* 
aal ImprovemeoCs. I svas a director for the colony in the Welland Canal Company, in which he, his brother 
ttoveinor Yates, and othen of his fkmily, had embarked $50,000, and had much conversation with him. If Cover- 
aot Talis was uiiBcttsafiiMid of hit eonntiy ai Joha B. hawoi not vary wall tisatsd bj Ui VaBBamt ftfJi. 
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don It is our duty to do sn. I hope yoa will find no fealt with me in changing in ao shoit a p^ 

find fault, ihMi far* Go TO TflE. DsviL XI 
Youra, &e. .C. L. LiVlNG6TUl^ 



liud my opinion on an important auljeet. If you^fiad tolt, then iD^ Go to tse. Okul x|* 

" -" TUN. 



F. B, Catting, Member of Auemblf, to Jeme Hoyt, N. Y., on Banke. 
{No. 86.] Albany, Jaonary 16, 1837. 

My dear Hoyt : The vote on the resolution instraeting the Baolt Committee to report ngiinat 
all BaoK petitions was taiien io.day, seventy against, aud fifty in favor. This decides the fate 
of all ihfse applicutions this year. The latter are good men and tme, and will be cotiaistent 
under all and every contingency. The seventy embrace twenty-nine whiga, and ono of our 
men who voted with them by mistake. Our fifty ineiodes only one whig, C. Rogeia of 
Wubhington County, and two luco-focos — Andrew, Franlilin, Labagh, Willea and Zabriakit, i 
in favor of Banks. All our purpotee mrt aceomplithed. We have sneceeded in committing 
more than enough to render all hope on the part uf the Lobby perfectly desperate. Having de. 
moustrated to thcjse who were charged with petitions that socceas is out of the qoeatton, I pR- 
auine that aU wiU unite in favor of the repeal of the Rettraining Lets, and OTBfis ihyostajit 
xatt£Xs. * The mail is just cluaing. It is admitted that we have gained a triumph. 

Yours, F. R C. 

Owning on Pr.per, like John Van Buren — Let Blood foUoto the Knife — Mitefieeof Legi^mimL 
[No. 87.] To Jesse Hoyt, (private.) Albakt, January 90, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt: / am so damnably pressed for time that I can scarcely send you a line. Jodiciary 
Coniraittee ; references daily ; reports ; drawing Bills ; active dehatea in the Hnuae ; Bank inves- 
tigations ; consul to tions, &c., and infernal letters from New York, from applicants for office, 
all requesting answers of some kind. 

Look at my resolutions of to-day. Do they cover ground enough 7 The Speaker wanted to 
put Ogden on the select committee — I threatened to reaign as chairman and atate my reasons 
bclbrt the House f nd the State — ^he yielded. I have had serioua work with' him aa to who ihall 
be associated wiili me upon the committee to be appointed to investigate the Banks — ^have bad 
three interviews— warm ones too ; but he will not give me the names of those he intenda to ap- 
poinL I have urgvd, that if I am to be Chairman I have a right to the beat talent of the House 
to assist me. No bank directors, stockholders, or porticipanta in the stock of last year, [1836,/ 
but ail will not prevail upon him. So, to-morrow^ I ahall move to refer my resolution to the 
select committee of invosiigation of which King is chairman. If defeated in this, we will make 
open wsr, and 1 ahall n-sign aa chnirman, if appointed, stating my reasons. This is a most ud- 
piessant duty, aait will nooesnrily wound the feelings of many gentlemen; but the occasioa 
requires frankneas, and if necessary I will not shrink from what I believe to be called for. 

DON'T BB SO DAMNBD HOT tn your way of wrUing and talking. Fight coolly, dcs. 
peraiely, nay savagely if any end is to be gained ; ride booted and spurred, as 1 have to do in 
the Houae a imetimes, to make milder spirits quail ; but make no threats^ct, and let blood 
follow the knife, if eurgery is required ; but let the blow be felt before you give notice of your 
intsHtioa* " Charlie shall have his own again** in spite of sundry political brokers and sh«- 
vers that we wot of. 1 know of no wsy to aucceas, but by bold, atraightforward, manly, uncora- 
promiiiing opposition ; and to unfold to our own true and sound Democrscy the shuffling mnd 
trickery of the knaves who filch them. In haste yours. 

Did you aee how the Whigs and Bank Men joined Kimmy upon the resolution instructing the 
Bank Committee ? Let the votes be made public— undeceive the people ! If you would pay half 
as much attention to dissect our votes, and put the Whigs in their true position, hand in h«XMl 
with the Banka and their adherenu, as you do to some other things, such as writing congrattf- 
latory epistles to Ned Livingston, &^., and adviaing with him [tlM Speaker] as to committees, 
d&c, you would, according to my notions, be doing more service. Do you take 7 

Truly yours, F. B. CUTTINC. 

Senator lAvingston doubts New York wisdom, and with reason. 
[No. 88.] (To Jeta« Ho^t.> 

* At^BANT, Jan. 21, 1837. — I am inclined to think, my good fellow, that you are more than h%l 
right in the opinion expreased in your last letter — I have given the subject of private iasnefl ixiqcI 
anxious thought, and I confers new light begins to dawn upon my darkened intellect — the clooti 
are faat breaking away and I ahoold not be surprised if I nnally determined to maintain even u 
obstinacy that a note of an incorporated bank was no better than the bill issued by a private sel 
vent individual — I may have been deluded by the charm which too commonly ataches to a ooc 

'^Tbe bill enabllnir ipeetilnton In f|en«nil to tttoefate ai banken in bojlBf fliDek*, puAnf;« i>Mog bofkc!*, ^ 
•nabled the Democratic Review of Ms?, lfl3Q, to talk about " Mine of the nOftMHind ataoeiatioiM of the citf (at N T 
likt tht ITbrA Amaican TruA and Bsnkinft Cb.*' R. MUimsey, Jens Hovt, J, D. Bassh « eilk»t of Iteaa. .« 
bsva dictated the patrioUe article. -^ «" 
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poradon, bat the spell it nearly broken, and another nlght*a reflection may metamorphoae ma 
into an tnftritiblo acjvucaie oi sbin.ploatert. Some limitations. ftod s>«cttridcs ai? indispensable 4o 
gn^rd against abuses, for 1 cannot admit your theory ro its full extent, that the people are nnder 
ail circuiiiatane^s capiible of mannging thi*ir own Hfiairs. In pome caaes ihf y must be protected 
agamtft ihemselves. My distrust of their intelligence commenced when they elected such a poor 
devil as myself, and until they choo-e agents who will respect their feelinga and tbeir intereais, 
1 will dispute theif capacity to govern them^i'lves. Don't disclose this here«*y, and above all 
don't let nie #ee it in the Evening Putt in the form of ** an exiraot from a letter from Albany." 
Do yon nndemtand 7 In a few days we shall have nnder contidenition a general plan for pri« 
▼ate banking, provided there it aonte enough in Albany to mature one. It it defigned lo keep 
this subject distinct from the rettraining law. Cutting hat jott called in to aay that he hat re. 
ceived tome letters from yoo, and de.«iret roe to tty that you mutt work harder and talk leti. 
What impertinent language for a tervant of the People to hold to one of hit matters ! 

Yoors, &c., CHA3. L. LIVINGSTON. 



All the World may become Stock-jobber •-"tten Beer$*9 TruH Co, 
[No. 89.] The same to the same. Albany. January 25, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt : After a well contested 6ght we succeeded this morning in rejecting the 4th 
section, 13 to l3«-a substitute was afterwards offered and adopted, to which there cnn %t no 
vtry serious objection. It simply re-enncu the existing Law as it is fjund in page 713, sec. 6. 
Vol. 1, R. S. which restrains incorporations in their corporate capacity from establishing them- 
selves in our State, and circulating bills, &c., but Agencies may be established to loan funds. 
Morris Robinson, Louis McLane, et id omne genug^ may now pursue their lawful business with- 
out subjecting themselves to a fine of $1000, or the fear of going to the State Prison. I have 
only time to congratulate you on this happy result. Phelps will participate with you in the gra- 
tificatiaD you ezperlenee in witnessing the progress of reason and common sense in our Senate.* 

All yet aeems well ; and if it end so meet, 
The bitter past, more welcome is the sweet 

My foam Is full ntloafert tormenting me to death about a sixpenny Canal claim, and compel 
me to close this to abrupdy. Cutting is in New York ; he will give you tome interesting newt 
from thit place. Yours, C. L. LIVINGSTON. 

Freedom to Banking — Arkanoat, Michigan^ India, and lUinoia StoekB, our next Suretiee ! 
(No. 90.] [To Jesse Hoyt.] Albany, January 5J7th, 1837. 

Dear Hoyt: Restraints are removed— the people may walk abroad, disembarraased of tlie 
chaina they once hobbled with. The bill passed this morning with a unanimous vote, after hav- 
ing altered the character of the 4th section, as I pointed out in my last. If you want to snap 
any other bolts, you had better indicate your wishes while we are in the humor. The bill will 
doubtless pass the Assembly ; and, if with any alteration, I trust it may be, if powihle, for the 
better. Yours, C. L. UVINGSTON. 

Comptroller Flagg to /, Hoyt, on the Multiplication of Fa^pet Credits. 
[No. 90a.] Albany, Jsnuary 5^rh, 1837. 

Dear Sir : The repeal of the Restraining Law, after subsuntially striking out the 4th section, 
haa received a unanimous vote of the Senate. The prohibition against non resident monopo- 
ties remains an in the Revised Statutes. The prospect is, that the vote will be eqnally unani- 
mous in the House. Maiaon's bill, therefore, has been entirely demolished, except the first sec- 
tion. OfBoes uf discount and deposits can do every thing which Banka now do, ex^pt to issue 
bills. There were some phrases in Maiton't 4th aection, which I had not particularly noticed 
when 1 wrote you. and which caused its rejection. Maison*s original bill waa auch a bill at 
the Bankt would desire to have passed ; it tied up the free use of money with numerous cords 
which were not used in the old Restraining Law. Bat the good tente of the Senate hat tet the 
matter right. 

There is considerable discussion going on in various aections of the State, in relation to a 
general Banking Law. Onondasa has tsken the field on this side. After the paarage of the 
Reeiratning l^w repeal, there will be a fair field between the safety fund incorporstions, and a 
law applying the Safety Fund restraints to simple banking associations. The multiplication of 
paper credits in either mode, I apprehend, will produce more evil than good. Bat there must be 

♦The fillowtQc is a droft of a rew>lution dmwn np b? J«ne Hort at New York, tnd lent to Cokmel YoQng tnd 
F. B. CMttiim at AJlwnv. to be propoMd to the L^fblntitra.— ** Rnoiw^, that the Rank* in the ehy of New Vi»rk 
wh'ch 4rt buMiittt under the Safety Fund act. do repArt without delay the amount of monev they ^^»V^^ hste 
bad en depoiit from eurponitiont out of thn Statp onthe 1ft day of every month, vis : from the let of Dec 189» toW 
^ Jftaaaiy, 1837, opoo vhteh depeaha ifltereit has bssB paid or agiesd lo be paM,'* 
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a ehaiiffe m to the mode of ditpensing stock, and perhap$ a general law u>ouli do tkiM in the 
moMt acceptable manner, and secure the location of Banks where there was basnesa to support 
them. Truly youis, A, C. FLAGG 

Let U9 have no Quarrelling 4^ut Free Bankt, tiU after Wrigkt'e EUction. 
[No. 91.] [To Jesse Hoyt.] Albany, Sunday Evening. Feb. 31, 1837. 

My Dear Hoyt : I arrived this evening, and have seen certain publications in the Albany Ar- 
gos, relating to myself and my course in regard to the Committee of Investigation. I am too 
much fatigued to prepare an answer this evening ; but in the oourae of to-morrow, will place ihe 
aubject in its correct light, and will endeavor lo have it published on Tueaday, umUoo it it 
deemed advisable to avoid all coUioionM uhtil aftee the blbctiov of Silas Weight, as lo whom 
there has been a strong opposition — indeed it is said, that on Friday last, there was a majority of 
the Legislature against him. If, therefore, my observations do not appear on Tuesday, they 
will be inserted on Wednesday. Request Mr. Bryant to copy them, in case he has inserted the 
articles from the Argus, and see that ihe I^mee does me the same justice. 

Yours, F. B. CU TTING. 

.[No. 92.J [Favored by Capt. Stoddard.— Sunday.] -, "^ 

My Dear Hoyt : I sent you yesterday, a Bank Commiaaioners* Report. How is money and 
real estate ? Could a sale at public auction be effected at fair prices, of good property to the 
amount of $100,000, on accommodating terms? Without mentioning my name, call upon 
Bleecker, and Jenkins, and make the necessary inquiries, and write me. I send you a little 
public opinion.* The stage is starting. Yours, F. B. CUTTING. 

The true Van Buren School^have priiuntple in proportion to four interoot—ie oUfor oelf 
[No. 93] Dr. Joel B. Suiheriand, to Joseph McCoy, New Market, Philadelphia. 

Lazaeetto, June 27, 1816.— t Dear M : When I received your letter last night, I 

immediately took a chair to my front door, and commenced reading it — I was much pleased 
with your notiona of buying out Peacock, but the difficulty that vnll have to be encountered, 
will not, I think, be of a trivial nature ; I may perhaps make the arrangement with Boilesa, 
in relation to the adjutant-generalship, but whether he would be willing to endorse a note to 
raise the wind is another question. I am told he is avaricious. However, on this point I would 

*Froin the Onondaga Chief, a Van Buren Paper.— We are (lad to Me eo many Bound democntie jovraali ia 
difTerent parts of the Btate, s|)eakiiig in terms of decided reprobation of the conduct of Speaker ( Edward] Lkr- 
ingttnn, in record to the formation of the committee of hank invettigation. Wherever the judgment of men is 
not pamlyzad bv hank influence, or its expression restrained by motive* of interest, there is but one aeatiment of 
indignation in the mouths of the people. Even the Speaker himself has bowed before the omnipotanee of public 
opinion, and has felt himself compelled to attempt o vindication of his conduct, over his own signature, in the col- 
umns of the Aigus, but in our humble opinion, ne has succeeded miserably. 

tJudge Sutherland is an old and a shrewd, cunninc, good natured politician, of Scotch parentage, and Van Bu- 
ren principle. He is a regular Democrat ; was health officer at Philadelphia when he wrote the above letter ; went 
for Jackson and the (let hank scheme ; ran for Sjieaker in Congre/ts, in opposition to Andrew Stevenson, who hod 
the Van Buren presses to aid him ; went into Congress in 1838, for the 1st district of Pa., as a conservative, or un- 
changed democrat ; suu|)orted Harrison in 1840; and in 1841 was appointed Naval-Officer at the pert of Philadel- 
phia, by Tyler, /rom which post he has since been remuved by Polk. He avows, in the above letter, the system on 
which Van Buren and the regency worked the old council of appointment, the press, patronage, and tbe safety 
fund banks — ^namely : to blind, deceive, and plunder the millions, under any eioak, and by ado|^ng whatever was 
uppermost in men*s minds, that could be turned to party account. The tub-treasurr, as Jesae Hoyt, Stephen Al- 




allowed him his own way. When the day of reckoning came, Jesse Hoyt was 9^0,000 short, and tbe Jtidges 
found that the pains and [lenalttes of the law of 1840, did not apply to the case of Jesse Hoyt ! I eopv Dr. 8*s let- 
ter from Mr. Duane's Aurora. The Doctor, it appear*, expected to be appointed adjutant-general of Fa^ for the 
purpose of becoming recruiting seigeant lo the party leader moat likely to succeed to power. 

*' Very soon after Mr Snvder came into the chair of the executive of this state, (continues Duane,) it was dis- 
covered that his elevation nad Iieen procured by a concealed combination of persons in the legislature, who com- 
promised the affairs of the people, in a division of the offices, power, and patrona|[e of office among the eonspira- 
tors. As part of the compact, the press was to be placed under the conUol of this secret combioation ; every five 
press was to be proscribed, and prostituted presses established, or purchased, in every part of the state, so that this 
combination should not only direct public opinion, but exclude from th* eyes of the people the knowtedge of truth, 
or the animadversions that are usual in a state of freedom on public measures. Those who considered the preaa as 
free and vigilant, did not perceive that it might be placed in corrupt hands, or in the hands of ignoraoce ; aad that 
freedom might be exercised as amply in the cause of villainy and fraud, as in the cause of virtue and justice ; that 
the activity and vigilance of iniquity might employ it, with as much xeal and labor, as the friends of freedom, of 
social happiness." 

Whe will wonder that Colonel Dnane died T>oor, or that his sou was unfit to he a meaher of a eabinet which 
Van Buren secretly conducted on the Sutherland principle t How can the press guard the American people 
agaust the dangen arising from tbe subatttution of secret corruption for the prineipice of free electioa f the gains 
of a rapacious band of midnight conspiraters ibr public office, and the oontiol of the ttate, for the welforo of tbe 
whole soctetyi 
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jnst say, that for the pretent, nothing can be eiiecled in relation to our Boheme til] Mr. Boileau 
retoma from the state of New York, which will be in about 4 or 5 weeks. The truth is, M'Coy, 
Boileau is but a child in politics, he is not half enough acquainted with the underhand work that 
marks the bold and discerning politician. I will teU you who 1 think will embrace this scheme 
much sooner than Boilean. I mean Wm. Fiodlay. He is so fall of schemes and notionsi that 
he is literally running over with them. But there we cannot well go — we have unfurled the flag 
of discontent, and il would look cowardly to furl it up again, unless it should be thought better 
to surrender at discretion. 

While I write this abont Findiay, do not suppose that I doubt Boileau. No, I am far 
h>m doabting this man's honesty, but, I frankly confess, I doubt his policy. When I see him I 
wiil read his heart. Findiay at this time stands the best chance of any man I know, if a lew 
of us would become recruiting sergeants in his cause. Moreover, he will be hostile to Binns, 
who is eoing down fast. You may think me a damned strange creature to be vacillating be- 
tween Boileau and FindUy— BUT AS YOU AND I, AND ALL POLITICIANS, ARE MEN 
OF PRINCIPLE IN PROPORTION TO OUR INTEREST, I have written to you undis- 
^isedly upon this matter. If you have time to come down with Hart in the stage some after- 
noon, and have a long talk with me, you and I will understand each other more fully. I want to 
talk with you about our joining with Leib. I ^ish to know whether the democrats might not 
come in this way in the city, I know they would — I wish you to go on the ticket, at your leisure 
you could then make arrangements with Peacock, we would then be on the spot to join the man 
most likely to succeed. 

1 would like to see you before I see Dr. Leib. I know I shall see him before the election— I 
see there is no chance for my success in the N. Liberties, except it be through the assistanoe of 
old acfaoolism — Bussier, if he is rejected, will quit the party ; but by that time the opposition vrill 
have their candidate. We ought to watch them well now, and be prepared for the worst. Re- 
member me to all our family — tell my dear parents that we are all well. 

Your friend, J. B. SUTHERLAND. 



A Secret Chapter in New Jertey Special Legi§latum. 
I [No. 94.] Dear Sir: I was too late to-day in my application to Council. They met, and 
immediately adjourned without doing any business, so as to get off in a coach that was waiting 
for them. But you need not d^pair. I have seen Halstcd the member from Essex — he would 
hare offered the resolution if an opportunity had occurred. He is opposed to the Morris Canal 
and Banking Co., upon principle, and would have opposed their bili, if he bad been in his 
fleat ; but knowing his ^ntiments, they watched the opportunity, and passed it in his absence.' 
James L. Green says he thinks they have done wrong in letting that bill pass, and he would 
•vail himself, I think, of any chance of crippling them. 

Halsted will offer the whole reeulutum and support it, whether the return is filed or not by 
Tuesday next, and I think I can induce Green to assist as a member of the committee. 

It requires some little msnagement and trouble ; but Wm. Halsted and myself will engage to 
get it introduced notwith$tandifig any return they may make. The forfeiture of their banking 
privileges has accrued, and the return cannot restore it. 

We therefore will introduce it ; have it referred tu Halsted as chairman of committee, with 
some other member (Green if we can get him appointed,) and will get a report of an unfawr- 
ibk character ; how far it will go we cannot tell — that depends upon the investigation and dis- 
closures mads. 

We can raiae such a dust about it as will bring the President back to defend himself. We 
propose to ask the committee to give us a fair hearing, which the chairman will readidly grant. 
I As there are now two of us engaged, and this is the last plank upon which we can make a stand, 
'^oa must tell your friends thbt must frovidb aooordikoly in case we succeed in our operation. 
I forgot to tell you to have the Evening Post sent to me as Editor, immediately, and if you 
think it nscessary the Times. Yours, &c. 

[« What afiair is this 1 Who besides Hoyt can explain it ?"— W. L. M.] 



Send my clothes to my Washerwoman, hire my lodgings, and get Duer to choose my IFmes— 
Ought such services to have been paid with 950,000 a year, sad a douceur of $220,000 at part' 
tag 7 Wherein does the favoritism of Louis X^V. and of Martin I, differ 7 

r Xo. 95.] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

C* skill, June 25. 1819. — Dear Sir : I arrived here last night from New York, and go to-day 

with General Root in his chaise [or chairj to Delhi. I hope to be in Albany on Friday next. I 

ttnd by the boat my valice, containing some clothes which I wish you would send to my leoaAsr. 

voman. She is the same who washes for Mr. Bleecker. Yours in haste, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 96.] Same to same. Nov. 17, 1819.— Dear Sir: I want about fifteen or twenty gaU 
loDs of table wine-Hsay prime Sicily, Madeira, or some other pleasant, bat Ugitt and k>w WW . 
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to drfnk with rflnner. I wish you would get Mr. Dviii. who Mkra this, to ielect It for m«, ni 
buy it and snnd ft apt Gm me fi1^'> n hot of ^>d nii<«lnt and a baakei of good fum. and ttji 
tfiem with the win«». There !» ye» (^94 f! belitve fhnt ia the aum) diie me from Mr. GaorgeGhft 
wotd on my fee in the WH«hinirton {'hai aeema to l»e the word) eaiiae. which I wi-h yoa wou'dgti 
from him and pny for the nlore arficleo out of it, and irewilt the baUnor lo me by Mr. Duet. II 
TOQ doi.t get it, Commodore WisM*ali will eive yini the otKinr^.and reeeiva ii h«*re agiin from na 
cicuae tho trouble I give you. The report yon mamiui of tha Cumptrolior bna mtt reached hex 

Your ffknd, M. V. BUa£N. 

[Ko. 97] [Mnrtin Van Bureu to » Jraw Huight. E»q., W»U St. N. Y.' 

Ap*il 29, [1820.] Dear Sir : 1 shiill lenve here with Tne^day^ boat, and wilt atay in N. Yni 
iome time. I wioh ynu w uld get for me, from Mm. Handerion, tba oaa of her little parlor ir| 
a bed-room — and if she ennnot accomm'idtre me, get it elsewhere. I w(«ld, however, pnk 
altogether to atny with her, but can't do without a room fther than a bed room. 
/ think the tlection u aa/e. Youn in haste, M. V. BURCN. 



• Ko 98.] Martin Van Buren Unds kin Mott^ by the $5 to tha Po9r, and kqrt IVtm k§tk 

Pipe for the Rich, 
Attorney General Van Buren to Mr. Jc^se Hovt, N. York. 

Jane 21, 1820. — Dear Sir: Just as I wn« c^ing from New York, Abraham P. Van S— 
who ia a clerk in Jnc«»h I. B:irker'a store, 4.56 Pearl Street, a nephew of John C. H— , Et^ 
borrowed ^10 of me. under a promise to send it up, which he has not done : and, from what Ml 
HogeboiHn lella m<*, I apprrhend lie did not intend to do it. I wi«th you wnald aee him and mski 
biai pny it lo yuu. Aak the Secretary about the encloaed. I have never heard any thine aboa 
it ainoe I paid my $10. Yoar friend, M. VAN BUREN. 

[No. 99] The aame to tha aame. Date and place torn nfT. 

'* I am afrnid yoa will becrin to think me a very troubleaome friend — ^but I AM CO!C 
8TANTLY THE VICTIM OF IMPOSITION— that man Plimpton who own the Aholhi 
BORROWED FIVE DOLLARS} of me, when ho went off, ander a promiae to aend it oj 
If you happen to fall in with him I wish you would him — ^he ia a graceleas dog. It wou] 
Incommode me very much if I ^ould not have my carriage next week. The Governor ia to ^ 
qualified to day, but Albany is na quiet aa a church. It is said that eflbrts have been mnAe I 
raise the wind, but in v^in. Mr. Clinton ia universally considered here as politically defiinc 
I will i)elieve that there is nothing in the story I heard in Philadelphia [a part is torn off] out i 
coorteay, and will want them. I go from hence in a few days. M V. BUREN. 

P. S. Mr. Hoyt will oblige me by preaenting the above to Mr. Beekman, and transmittii^ 
me the tnoney.*' 

[No. ino.] Martin Van Buren to Jesac Hoit, 40 Wall Street, N-Y. 

A'i(ru>»t 20, 1820.— -D. Sir: You will oblige me by presenting the above draft to M. Kaofnij 
and the within check at th(! City Bank, wno will, of cnurae, ttive you the money for it, whid 
pay lo Dominick Lynch, Esq. for n half fripe of Wine I bought of him sometime since. I hai 
mislaid the bill, hut I believe this is about the amount. If there ia a difftiieDce, pay it. nnd k 
me know what it is. M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 101 ] Auffust 23d. — D. Sir: I enclose you a draft this moment received from Mr. Ksal 
ner [or K»iofman]— be so cood a«> to ii'p it as before directed, and to call on Mr. Kanfman. aw 
aay to him that I have rei-eived the $150 — that his cause has not been reached on the Calendi 
— ^nd of course goes off* imtil the next terra. My prospects of sueresn are gooi. Give Mr. E 
the receipt on the other aide. Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No, 102.] § E. Livingston to J. TToyl. on Butler's inffitenee. Van BursiCa foumg <rsie, all 

NeiD Leaders — Jesse's Stock. 1 

Albany, Feb. 24, 1821. — Dear Hoyt: The Notary bill will not pass, nor will any ree^ntatfd 

be made concerning Commissioners or Masters in Chancery. Do you wimH Ward appointed 

t Mr. Hoyt wt nt fhs Franklin Home, New YoHi. 

X »»enneTt dorlnrp* in hit Hemid (Oct. 3, 1»45) thiit hud he known thm «S or S10 wew of »o mu<»li imDnrMn^ 
to Mr. V. R.. nml t»'«t Mr. V H. r^qinrwi the enitdreement of C. t'. Onmbrelenir In enalile him t«i borraw S^flfl 
wli*n he went to Washington ai Jackson's secretary of state, be would never have attempted to bomiw 9SSA 
tJirn' his innuvnne. 

$ RilirnrcnjvlnCTtftn uos elected flerk of Ansemhlv In 1822. and held the office a Innrtime. Havine_i«««<r« 
fmni New YoTk to Alhanv he wrn elected to the le?i«lntnre I'mm that enimtr. and sncceoded Thnrt*^ H<'nii^r« 
as Piieaker. in 1837. bv 80 votes, nynm^f 97 f .r I.iither Rrndish. who win SronVer-in the ieeii«(on of IfW. He w-^t 
l.rothefi'»-ln w of JiuJm «ntl»erl .nd, nod wn» siirfeeded ns ClerV bv ftnjntnr ft»|rer. who h»A been Hb ileiwtT. T* 
Annny Pe e'»<*y nre rtiuj to bnre lieen dp-ir u* toelert Mr. L. Clerk H. of R.. tn ConjrFW*. Dec'r 1«3R. " The h«a 

quartem «f ihc nifmopolv demomits .'said T. eeett) ia intlie ritv of Albnnv nnd Edwnrd MvineitAfi. wh:«s 

pert! Ii^« and tersmr^tm? conduct, niflpcaker ofthe Ateeinkly.eafnad for him the tonm af every tnia danoci^ 
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Waiter ? If you do, a line to Butler would fix it There appears to be some discontent in the 
!^rnp^>Bome say that Wc must have new leaders, but I believe all is safe, and that the power 
/ the portf wiU be permanent if ordinnry discretion is need, t Peter R. told me that if be 
wllisione which have taken place since had happened before the New Yc»rk appointments, that 

)e wc»uld be d d if 1 should not have had my appointment. Sutherland did not want any 

hmg for himaelf, bat went away quite in a huff. Van Buren'a young tribe, that he has been 
raining for the lai^t 18 months, thought they could rule the State, but he is too cunning for them. 
The party is in an unsettled state ; wc wuni a firm leader. We must puff up some of our dan 
nto a great man. Bowne is pressing the bill to divide the mayoralty as fast as possible, to ena- 
IJ^ him to give us a mnyor, &c. Bat who they will \te he keep* to himself Hatcrh writi'S me 
hat be was much surprised at «fiy sudden departure. 1 should like to know whether Noah hat 
ippoinied his Att'y. I do not think he will give it to us. I should be very glad to be in New 
fork, for 1 am tired of Albany • * » « » Believe me, dear friend, 

Yoni« most sincerely, EDWARD LIVINGSTON. 

[No. 103 ] Same lo the same— Nov. 22, 1821.— Dear Hoyt: I suppose you i^ill learn from 
Mr. Van Buren and other friends every thing new and interesting * » » Owing to the rl»^ 
>f wheat I am fearful that United States Stock is l«»wrr, but God grant you a 8af« deliverance, 

»««»»! ({^inii you had better try your hand at mairhuony. 

On Marriage — advice to Hoyt — Albany very dull. 
[No. 104.] Edward Livingston to Jeaae Hoyt, at^New York. 

Albany, December 3, 1621. My Dear Jcoae : 1 presume thai you have by this time rrtumed 
rom Rhode Island. Your visit to Hartford was, /'gue»*, about a certam libel suit, whicii biial* 
leas may poesibly cost you some money. You are beggarly poor ; gnmted ; pretiy fcntimen* 
al, 6lc, Now, in my upinion, if you get married on the spur of the occasion, you atand a 
mall chance of being taken in— aa you are as apt as other folks to bt* deceived by first imprea- 
lons. Yon are generous, and therefore the more danger. Your standing in society ia very good, 
le careful or else you may be wone off. As Noah says, Priihee good Mr. Aothecary give me 
p ounce, ntit of civet, but of common prudence : But you will ask • How the devil ahali 1 take 
IV Taht ia more than 1 know, 1 do assure you. It is a pity that there is no shop where auch 
mhmoditiee can be bought, for 1 ahould like to take a pretty powei^ dose, and would pre- 
cribc the same to my friend Hoyt. ****** ^, ^^.. _ 
IS you doni appear to care what you take by frequentmg No. 55, &c. If a woman that you 
iioold esteem should have too much money, get me to draw up the marriape articles, and 
will rid you of all difficulty upon the subject. You a»k me to d!i«pel the difficulties atared 
D yoor letter, but in the first branch of your argument you explicitly admi.t that they are ail of 
I vieionary character and complexion. My advice is. not to think of getting married ; it ap- 
leara like doing the businesj by the job Just ffBEP quiet and vou will be married soon enouoh. 

Your poetry I have no doubt was very fine, but I did not exactly, as Lord Byron says, com- 
ifehend it. ' The why. &c. You need not apologize for your letters, for they are always re- 
eived with a cordial welcome. Sheriff Gan«cvoort is going to mnke a dye of it they say. There 
ir^ no persona here with whom I associate but Denniston and King, and Henry Davis, conse- 
luently the town must be very dull to me. I think by present appearancea that you will make 
none? by your itock contract if you hold on. » • * • 

^ ^ ^ Youra most sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 

Sjpeaker IJvingeton eanvaseing for the Clerkship of the Aaeembly, 
[No. 105.1 Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Albany. Dec. 21, 1821.— Dear Hoyt: I am fearful that Hatch ia a snake in the grs«, so be 
!auiioiis *I have understood that Mat Davie ia cominaf up to Albany with the membera. I 
rant to have him engaged in my favor. Judge [ W . P ] Van Ness will do iifor me, if you will 
neiuion it to him. » • ♦ Benjamin Knower says he will not interest himself about tho 
•lerkship but is committed to support Esleeck if he does anv thin^. Butler and Knower are 
Sa CfCkV only friends, and 1 Jurtgr] Skinner is alone in backing [Ephraim] Stonr. » • » John 
Jraracr has been v^'ry active in my behalf • • » James Burt, and ev«ry other man who 
capeets himself, will not vote for Vonderheyden. » » I wij»h that Girdiner would apenk to 
iomaine for me, and explain how things stand. I hope Hatch has written to Boston imd spo- 
ten to Munaon. I want vou to have uvory member of the N. Y. delegation fipoken with once 
norr and fsperlally Mr. Verplanck, (hy yoo,> who could, aod I doubt nor, will, do me much ff« od. 
» »' ♦ 1 wish you would nsk Butler, when h»» thinks that E. has no chance, if he would give 
ne a lift I waa very sorry to leam that Mr. Ul»hgeffer was determined to support Vonder- 
wydcn. » * * ^* LIVINGSTON. 

tFetet R. Llvinfitna of Dutehait Co. was akcltd Bpaaker of thaAi»emh]T, b, 117, out oflW votej^n Job. WIS, 
U ii? the mort iUm of Governor Clmi.,D'i oppoo«»t« In J«n. I82a Mr. Livjnntnii w«i .feeieil Pmulejt of Jj 
JiTi of N. vTand bat long been a mgtt dacklad partisan uf Hoary Clay f«f tht PresWancy. Uammoad daiciibaa 
ite as ** haa^aative aad alo^uaau" 
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No0h*§ maUgmifh^UUkoeffer's cunning— Tompkins, Yates, Sjftencer, CreUu$, ifc. 
[No. 106.] Edward Liviogston (Speaker, &c.) to Jesse Uoyt, New York. 

ALBAinr, Jan. 21, 1822.— Dear Hoyt. * * » Our people all seem disposed to be in goo^ 
humor with each other, and ridicule Noah's attempt to interest the party in his personal sqoib. 
bles, and say that he makes an unjustifiable use of his paper to gratify his personal maligTuiy. 
* * * Uishoefler is even more cunning than 1 supposed him, before the accurate inspecuoa 
I have given him for the last three weeks. As to President of the U. S. our people dont know 
what the devil to think. Tompkins drinks too hard — so they say. 1 wish our people wumJ 
back the Secretary of the Navy [Smith Thompson], but he appears to have a soiall body d 
friends. His conduct about the post office here has done him some service — and Adams's lettrii 

together with his 4th of July oration, is enough to n any common man. Goverooi.l 

should like to have Yates chosen for it, but they say he will keep Spencer on the bench, whic\i 
nme people do not like. * « « I keep my tounge as close as possible, and attend to my 
own business. * • • J will get the Examiner birdi for Ward if possible — ^if not, I will gt: 
it for you. Tell & Cambreleng that I am satiafied, and so are the people here, that our mera- 
bers of Congress were entrapped into signing for S. Van Rensselaer [to be T. M. at Albanv. | 
Crolius and Hale electioneered for each other. Hale was to make Col. CroUns speaker, and ih>' 
favor was to be returned. Croiius is a * * * *, and I hope you will find ways znd 
means to keep him at home. Believe me, as ever, your true and sincere friend, 

E. LIVINGSTON. 

[No. 107.] Senator Van'Buren to Jesse Hoit, Attomey.at-Law, N. Y. 

Georgetown, CoPa, Jan. 23, 1822. — Dear Sir : Be so good as to deliver the enclosed. Wf 
have nothing new here. The Bankrupt Bill is under discussion in the House — its fate is becnm. 
Ing more doubtful. Please to get and send me the American containing the numbers of < the 
Federalist of 1789' published last summer. In haste, your fHend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 108.] Senator Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt.— Wasbhtotoit, Jan. 28, 1822.-1 have thd 
moment received yours, for which I thank you, and beg of yon as a favor to write me ofieo oi 
the subject of the interesting concerns that agitate you. For the preaent, I have only to say tha^ 
1 never heard of the report that Mr. Sanford would not accept one of the vacant missions until the, 
receipt of your letter. Mr. King, however, hoard such a suggestion. I am however entirely eoiu 
fident that that report had no influence on the question. 

In haste, yours truly, M. V. BUREN. 



No Bucktail no Office^ a singular Chancery sale—' Stop my Ntwapaptr,^ 
[No, 109.] Speaker Livingston, to Jesse Hoyt, N. York. Albany, March 26. [1822.;, 
Dear Hoyt: I was unable to procure the appointment of Ward as an Examiner in Chancerv, 
OS they thougki here that HE HAD NOT BEEN A BUCKTAIL LONG ENOUGH, aria 
they would not let your merits count in his fevor : I therefore chanfired my ground and had yon 
appointed.t I hope this will be grateful to you and my friend Ward. Let Ward act as ywr 
sworn clerk. It is supposed the legislature will adjourn about the 10th of April : the sooner tbe 
better. Everything in the political way goes on smoothly. Yoong looks as if he had been bled ; 
I feel sorry for unsuccessful candidates. I think in this state we ought to have a peculiar 
prayer for such people, and especially one in the common Prayer Book. I shall soon have the plea- 
sure of seeing you, Write me a long letter. Yours sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 

[No. 110.] Same to same. Albany post mark, May 14, 182—." I have abandoned tW 
idea of settling at Albany. The chancellor has been so much perplexed, harraased of late that 
he this day permits his furniture to be sold at sherifTs sale and bou^t in.^ This will be my 
apology to you for this short letter * » ♦ Seymour, it is supposed, is elected in the Wes- 
tern District. Make me one of the Committee in the first ward [of N. Y.] for nominating Tell 
Hatch to attend to it." 

niJStS,"^!'*^*' "V .*" PSP "^ ""^'^i* 2Dd Tolume, that under the law of part;, then and now prevailin*. the 
Goveroor moit carry into eiftct tlie wbhei of hit political friend* ; that i«, he it a mer« tool of the faction of xim 
«^1f'^S.?rtr*"'i J— • ^.9^ aenate as fit caodidatet for office, whoever a caociu or county m^ority o< politiciaiis 
«»*7dict4ite^ n»i« tt lettinj republican government at defiance. / -« 7 i~«mk»» 

kil' ltw!f.? ^ *"'**'? *? •PP*V."? » notary-public for each bonk, and as be wai a hank nfent the Director* named 
.kTltrtJ^S.^ir'^rr""* ^ ^^ P*'"*^-. it* T*?S*^ eon«itution vacated all offlce.-C^e»ter Bulklev? tdkrof 
the ttate bank Alhany, wm rw^mmended by the Oireetort for re-appointment. He was a moral mao ofhich char- 
aeter. and an elder of B. P. Butler's favorite church, but because Wdiffered a little from Van Bw•n^; plm «a 
ctts system, the senali rejected Governor Yates's nominaUon, and refused to let that petty office be filled bvTnf 
2ir'tlS'e«SnL''«,^*'i;i"r ' ^^ ^Sl'^^ ""• "* f^^^ *'"«*' **»~' whlchVa/k nock, director^ n«- 
Sd\li*X£?afiTuSdJrof^^^^^^ ^" ~"^"^ '"^ '*•'• '^'''^ ^- "^ '"^'^ -' Vaa Ba,« 

X Can this aUodc to Cbaneellor Kent t 
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TNo. 111.] M. V. Buren, to Jesse Hoyt.— Albakt, Jane 2d, 18S2. Dear 9b: I wiah yoa 
would pay my old friend Mr. Carteret what I owe him, and ask him to diocontimie hupapor. If 
IS cmrecBSSAKT TO SAT that I aminfttuneed in thtMoolelf by a neeeoniy to ewrtail my expenmooi 
that dascription whieh are too heavy. Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

Uloho^er praioed—Gthbono the Butcher^-Hoyt — Van Burtn — Offieee^Swearing, b;e. — Jacob 

Barker. 
[No. 112.) Edward Livingston, Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Jone 3, 1833. Early in the morning and quite warm at Albany, after sundry refreshing 
showers. My dear Hoyt : • • » • ♦ Your friend Don Juan, queer as it may seem, reminds 

' me of Lord Coke, for he says that it is not from many books that a man deriveth knowledge, but 
from the well understanding of a few. « * « Mr. Van Buren is here, but intends going to 
Schoharie this week with Judge Sckinner, to see Sutherland. How does UlshoeiTer come on ? 
I sincerely hope they will not be able to break him down, as I think him the flower of the flock, and 
indeed his frankness and steadiness must alwa]r8 commend him to the Republiean party as one of its 
b^st men. About your being crexy, I do not feel alarmed, for you have already had the strength 
of your nerves tried, and they have not been found wanting. • * • How would you like Talcoft 
for chief justice 1 Gibbons the butcher wants to be mayor of Albany, and Southwick governor. 
Huzza for universal suffrage ; when connected with universal knowledge and honesty, you would 
perhaps add, to make it a little safe. How does Judge W. W. Van Ness come on, and is Wm. 
P- going to South America 1 Amen, so be it, ssjrs Jesse. • • • * 

Yours sincerely, ED. LIVINGSTON. 
[No 113.] The same to ssme. Albakt, July 18, 1833.— * * » • » We had a frolic, 4th 
of July, about 13 miles below the dty, Judge Buel, J. Stevenson, Peter Gansevoort, &c. We 
had a turtle feast at Cruttenden's about eight or ten days since, when I sat between Mawne 
Bleecker and Mat. Van Buren, and received from the latter sundry protestations, &.c. The For. 
tones of Nigel 1 shall commence this evening, and hope they may be better than either youre or 
mine. * * You will have warm work this fall in New York. If you can get on the [Assembly] 
ticket you will (frankly) disappoint me as much as you have your Albany friend^. They asked 
here, ' Who is this Hoyt of New York that was engaged in a cause in Rhode Island, with Web- 

t ster, dtc 7' ' The store keeper,' said I. ' The Store keeper !' said they—' well, what's this world 
a coming to !' 

Albaivt, July 24, 1832. — My Dear Jesse, * » » » The people here are such cursed misan- 

. thropes, in their dispositions that I feel convinced you gave the city of Albany its true character, 
while I labored under an error. 

[No. 114.] August 13, 1833, Albakt. (Please bum this letter.) Dear Hoyt * * • * since 
my last letter I have heard your wonderful perseverance and various other estimable qualities 
extolled by your friend Butler. I would fain tell the rest, but will not make you vain. * « • 
Beware of a restless desire to know what is said of yourself, for Solomon sayetb, " Take heed to 
all words that are spoken, lest thou hear thy servant curse thee." * * • Court was very full 
this morning. Judge Van Ness made some motions— Buel wants to be Senator from this district ; 
so does Dudley — Talcott, Sutherland, and Wood worth are currently spoken of as Judges of the 
Supreme Court. All in doubt about Chancellor. How would you like Savage for Attorney 
General and Dner for Comptroller ? • * * I have left off Swearing, Chewing, and Smoking, and 
Drinking. What a Devil of r mixture! • « • The old rule waa to bring your mind to yowt 
situation — the greatest misery in the world is poverty coupled with magnificent notions. Be 
moderate : begin with cider end get up to wine — not with wine and come down to cider. * * * 
Who would make the best Chancellor — Harmanus Bleecker, Nathan Sanford, or .Tacob Barker? 
They say Barker is the only man who will be able to keep up with in the rapidity 

and wildnessLof his decisions — ^but thay say that neither Van Buren nor Jacob will take it. 

^ No telling what would take place if Southwick should succeed I '^ • • Believe roe, as ever. 

Your sincere friend, E. LIVINGSTON. 

E, Livingoton to Jeooe Hoyt — HoyVe appointment — the Eleetione. 
[No. 115.] Albany, November 1, 1833. 

Dear Hoyt : I have just received your letter stating that my dear friend^ Mr, Cooper^ had 
made a vacancy for you to Jill up. To thank him becomingly, would be my great joy. Now, 
in sober truth, what could be better than to have you and Gardiner both here 7 You have ex- 
ceeded my ezpecutions, for I did not think that you could get the nomination. Gardiner, I aU 
ways thought could come when he pleased to make the effort. The ticket is a good one, and 
one I hope that will be popular. Alas ! poor Junius has too romantic a name for a legislator. 
He had better go too New England and get christened afresh. Our people here were all in hopes 
that you would get the nomination, and I doubt not will be joyful on the occasion. We calcn* 

t Natbmiiiei H. Gaitn wHsdhor of th* N. T. BUtetmui, and one of the ttanoiisplNn who had npofted Mr.Vsa 
9aiea*t tps chM ia tht stats eoavention at Albaay the ftar belbis. 
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Ute to get in oor Seoftton, tnd to elect Jeso Boel, who is almdy ^ckitn of m Spniker. in tarn 
he ihoald be elected ; bat ihie is infer no$. In Ontariu. General Swift and hia ticket will prpvafl. 
Orange coancy is said to be in tmuble— Bvaiia, it is said, will be elected to Congreaa in his dn- 
triet, by the Qintonians and leadera. In Ontario, Dadley Marrin, a self-nominated grntl^man, 
together with Rose, a regular candidate, it ia stated, will be elected to Congress. Sunf.'rd h 
spoken of pr^tiy currently, fur Chief Justice, and Sutherland and Woodworth as the aide Jo^ti- 
ticea. Do not give me as the author of any political speculaiiuoa of tbia kind, or of -any other 
kind. This is intended merely for your own information and amusement. Remember me to . 
Gardiner, Ward, &c., and believe me. Yours, sincerely. E. LIVINGSTON. ^ 

P. S. — Lorenzo has just been here, and his eyes are as big as a lea soiicer, and he appeais to 
be rather glad, or ao. I saw Bowne at the Reading Room, and he says he is glad you are on 
the ticket^likes the ticket, dee. He appears to be well pleased to be out <if ike way, daring 
these tronbleaome times in New York. I shall be must happy to send you the Rules of ihe 
H*)use, as likewise the othor Members after you ahall have been duly elected. " Tke HmmnUe 
Mr, IfotV — it looks well, and hope it will aoand well. Amen. 

Secretary J, F. N, Yate^e Courteont £putU ta a Member eUeL 
[Na 116.] John Van Ness Yates, Albany, to Jeaae Hoyt, N. Y. 

Albany, November 8th, 1823.^1>par Sir : Permit me to congratoUiie yoo on yonr election to 
the Assembly. To find an il(6aiitaii after so short a residence in the metropolis of our state, 
rising into notice, and securing the confidence «)f his republican brethren, is no nnali proof 
of merit, and argues that thciae who 6eslot0 and he that reeeivee can equally penetrate into, 
and justly appreciate the character of a friend. Republicanism has triumphed in ihia ctmoty. 
Federalism has died in agoniea. Mr. R. Ten Broeck of this city, a good, clever, poor fellow, 
and a good active republican, wishes to be a door-keeper of the house, &c. 

I am, dear sir, sincerely yours, t J. V. N. YATE^. 

Van, Buren twt fond of th^ third heavene in the M. H. 
[No. 117.] [To J. Hoyu]— Nov. 14. 1822. Dear Sir— Why did I not oee more of you 
at New York T Judge Skinner, General Marcy and myself will come down with Saturday's 
boat, and wish you to engsge rooms for us at the Mechanics* Hall. If he can give ua his liitie 
parlor for a sitting room and bed rooms, it will be well ; if not any other good Moma will do, so 
that they be not too high. I would rather stay on board a vessel than go iotn his third heavens. 
t[ you cannot do better you may let General Mercy's room be on high, and he can have thoose 
of my room to do his business in, &.c. In haste, your friend, M. V. BUR£N. 

A well known Wall St, Brtker^e Inetruetimu to a Repreeentative of Tammamf TfaU, tn 1823— 
No email note9-—Don*t tax the Banko^Danger from the U, S. B,^foVy of Connecticut — the 
way Bank Capital i» created in N, Y, — Our State Securitiee^thoee of Pa. — iTeep cooL 
R. H. Nevins, Broker, Wall street, N. Y., to Jesse Hoyt, House of Assembly, Albany. 
[No. 118.] New York, January 23, 1823. Dear Hoyt : I did not mean to be under- 

stood as opposed to the passage of Mr. Rathbone's BUI, only so far as it &lls short of what I 
think it ought to be. I think the circulatinn of all Bank Notee leee than Jive doUare^ ehould be 
prohibited. In mentioning the objections to his Bill, it was rather to encourage a more extensive 
prohibition, than to recommend none at all. Perhaps his view of the matter is more correct than 
' mine — and it might be attempting too much to go further at this time. 

As to the alarming project of Taxation, it is one which I hope may be arrested. When I 
reflect upon the proud pre-eminence of our State ; the high character of its public securities, 
the solidity and respectability of the most of our chartered Institutions ; when I see New York 
sund alone among her sister states, an Empire, as it were, surrounded 6y tributary Province*, 
all looking up to her for examplet of eonnd Wisdom, of magnanimous policy ; confiding in the 
belief that, as hitherto she has been the great repository of their wealth, ao will, she continue to 
be. When I perceive such a fair fabric of political grandeur about to be overthrown, or at {east 
undermined, I caimot forbear repeating the sentiment so often in every man*s mouth, " Whom 
God,*' &c. &c. 

Do the men at Albany consider how far the eiTects of such a measure may reach ? It will not 
simply touch the pockets of the rich. The inhabitant of the Log House will feel it toa Why 

t Mr. Tatst wai a 101 of Chiof Jutiee Vafn. a diitaot nlatioa of JoMph C. TatM, a lawyer, bad btea Rceor- 
d«r of Albany, tilled Ui* office of Soeretarjt of State in IPfB, and ciinvaaeed afninit Ywune end for bis own name- 
aake. as the buektail candklnte lor novem(Vr, who saecMded {0 Nov. IP23, and had the dittr biition nf the rreat 
otfkaa of itats. ander the new constitution. In FWb. 1833, the burktail lefialature le appointed J V. N. f. at 
Seoreury, and Mariyaa Comptroller. Gen. Tallmadife «mt Marey'a competitor: bttt Vaa Borea. thoath at 
Wa«h(agton. did hit utmost to oppose Young and Cmmer's influence, which they vatrilv eierted Air Talim-xdiee. 
Mr. Yotas. was a frieiid of Adams, and opposed w the Ciawfurd, Van 0urea nartr-^nd fn Feb. leSf), be wa« t«- 
mnred bv the tofislature, 85 T«ites to 37, and A. a Flnirf, eleetad Boereiarv oTStatot wftb Matey again na oemp- 
Uollor, and Tale<>tt attoroev-feneral. Yatas is described by Hammood as rather lax in his morals, sociable, and 
of enf ^nf manaen : he was mneb attached to Clinton, not too fond of Tompkins, litod flottthwiek, aad was dif 
XlMd by Ambrass BptMsr for B«t tappeniof MadisoD ia tha early ttafaa of the war. 
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is it that a Fanner in the State of New York can borrow on his Land, and thus prevent fi«* 
qaently hit own ruin, when in some of unr neighboring States, such a thing is too vain ever ro 
be attempted? What but our Laws, together with the great flow of capital that comes here to 
be invested. When will the Canal Loans be taxed 7 When the State has no longer occasion 
to borrow. Will the holders of our Bank and Insorance Stocks have any confidenoe in the* ex- 
emption of the Canal Stock from taxation any longer than the State wants to borrow? Will 
not the argument be among Men of Property, that it is better to place their property in Stork of 
the United iStates, or in the United States Bank ? Are not the friends of the latter looking on 
now in high exultation at the prospect of their prediction coming about sooner than their own 
wishes had expe'-ted it 7 *' The United Statea Bank will crush all the State Banks:* This has 
been for a long time the cry. Will our Legislature do all they can to help on such a result ? 
Will ihey not rather put a stop at once to the whole project, and by an overwhelming vote quiet 
apprehensions which never ought to have been raised 7 Harm enough has been done already. 
Thf States of Connecticut and New Jersey have driven away Capital to a large amount by tax- 
ing Bank Stock. Real Estate has fallen in various parts of thfse States to half what it was ; and 
in some instances the d^reciation has been two-thirds. What has left ihem hns come to us. 
The next place it will go to if the tax passes, will he into United States Bank Stock, dtc. 

I understand it to be a very frequent remark of those in favor of taxing, that the personal pro* 
perty taxed in the city of New York, is very small to what it ought to be ; end in proof of it, the 
amount t>f Bank Capital, &c., is cited. 

Suppose we have a new bank in the Bowery, with a million capital— or let it be five millions 
if you please. Will any man undertake to say it would increase the amount of personal property 
in the city? V^ hat would be necessary to make up such a bank? Only a few thousand doU 
Ufs of specie, and bank credits for the balance. 

Suppose, for argument sake, a roan is worth ^10,000, and it consists of 100 United States 
Bank shares. He would subscribe to a new Bank — ^he borrows $10,000 on his stock — nnd as 
likely as not may put down for four times that sum in the new concert), for probably 25 per 
cent of the money may be all that is called for, and his notes for the balance. Or, if the 
whole (amount of stock at once] is to be paid in, it is only for him by a little management 
to borrow of the Bank, or of A. B. and C. by a pledge of his stock. Behold then how our cap- 
itals are made up !-*-S50,000 ! where there is only in fact $10,000. Verily there is more per* 
sonal property taxed than exists. 

Contrast the character of our State securities with any around us, or in sny part of the Union. 
Is there one uf the whole number that haa the least credit in a foreign country ? There is a 
Canal stock of the State of Pennsylvania, bearing an interest of 6 per cent, the payment of 
which {interest) is guaranteed for twenty years by the State, and it now sells in Philadelphia at 
97 per cent. Our Canal stock having twenty three years to run will bring 110| per cent : it 
may be said that the Pennsylvania does not guarantee the ultimate payment of the principal, 
these is force in the remark; but to make up for that there b every prospect that the Canal it- 
self will be very produeiite. Such a stock in our State I have not a doubt would be worth 107 
or 108 per cent. 

Write me again nnd often. I promise you I will not agam trouble you with any long let- 
ters. Dont get out of patience when you see Men act like fools, remembering always that it is 
r>n every day matter, and would keep one always in a ferment. I make this remark because 
30a speak of being tired of legislation. Keep cool and try to peisuade our country friends 
cf their error Yours in much friendship, tR. H. NEVINS. 

The Sentinel to be the New York Patriot—C, K, Gardner. 

[So. 119.1 W. Wilev, New York, to Jesse Hoyt at Albany. 

New York,' January 26, 1823. Dear Sir: The bearer, Mr. Kctchum, proceeds to Albany 

to-morrow momine, and I have availed myself of the opportunity of tendering my thanks for 

your attention to the Sentinel. A^prospectus is issued for the establishment of a daily news* 

per under the title of the t" New York Pairiott** which we expect to be able to issue within a 

tMr. Rn»se1 H. Nevira urns om of ihe Vic« Presidents of the ffreat Anti-Teaat-aonozation meeting, at which Al- 
beit Gallatin presided in the Tabernacle, Broadway, New York. 

t Vu\. Chnrles K. Cnnlner eondaeted the PctrieU Mr. Henry Wbeaton aided in (rettlnj? it up. and Ilnmmnnd 
r*n« n^ Ihnt Mr. Cnlhoiin very prtibobly exerted himself in rtnrtlnjf ii. It took a decided stand against Cm w- 
fiifil V«n Bnrcn. and hfs Rc^encv. Ganlner had l»ecn aid to Genl. Brown dnn'nf the war. and wns oAerwnrds 
an Ati'iMnnt P. M. General. This office he iifrain filled under Rarrv and Kcndnll, nnd it in said that be is now post* 
mn»t<»r of \Vn«hin«ton. in preference to Kendall, by the express de*ire of ifr. Polk. Mr. Cnrdner married n dnu^h- 
ter of Henenil John McL^n, of N. Y., an oiilcer who fooghi side by tide with Get rse Clinton in the d.iv» of the 
Revclution. nnd is paid to he friendly to that excellent edurntionnl measure, Chenp Postape. The New York pn- 
iri.jt took the lend in opp<HMtion to Van Buren's raucn* noini..allon«. and nrswd thnt the eleclora . f President and 
Vice Presiileni should not lie chonen hv the members of the l.eei«lntHPe. hut Ur the peutde. If the (leopte af« fcr 
Wr Crawford, said the Patriot. let them have the election, nnd the minoritr will cheerAilly n^ree to their declared 
wishes. This proposnl was resi»ted by Van Baren. FlnffT, VViijrht. Bntler. Hox-t, Marcy and otiier pretended 
friends of freedom, but asvented to by tSovemor Clinton nnd hi* supporters. Wrifrht elected a senitor under a 
pledee to support a bill ffiTin{ the people the choice of electozt, wheeled into line under Van Duren, and voted 
■cairot bis pledfts. 
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ihort period. The Sentinel will then, of couiae^be merged, and oor suhscriben aenred with the 
daily paper. * » * » * ^ W. WILEY. 

A Central Pren, under Van Buren*9 control, eoieniial to the mteeenful working of kU Party 
Machinery. — The Albany Arguo. 
[No. 120.] Senator Van Buren to hia friend Jeaee Hoyt. Jan*y 31, 1823. 

My Dear Sir : I am overwhelmed With the account of poor Cantine*8 death. I know that 
nothing from me can be neceaBary to secure your zealoua attention to Mrs. Cantine*8 interest, if 
anything can be done for her. I have written to Mr. Iloes to be at Albany ; you will find him 
a moflt useful man. I have also written to Mr. Buel, which letter I want you to see. Among 
yott all you muat do the bi*8t you can. If anything can be done for Mrs. C. I hope and be. 
Ueve morepubliean will oppose it. MR. HOES AND MYSELF ARE RESPONSIBLE TO 
MR. BUEL FOR $1500 of the last payment. If notliing better can be done, no peroon ought 
at Uagt to ho appointed toho had not pretriouoly purchased the eatabliohment ; and under no circum- 
otaneea ought anyone to he appointed toho it not a sound, practicable, and, ABOVE ALL, 
DISCREET repuhliean. WITHOUT A PAPER THUS EDITED AT ALBANY WE 
MAY HANG OUR HARPS ON THE WILLO W5.t With it, the PARTY can ourvive a 
thousand such eonvulsiono as those which now agitate and probably alarm most of those around 
you. Make my sincere thanks to Mf. Dber and Mr. Sutherland for their kind letters, and tell 
them I will write them soon. In haste, yours truly, M. VAN BUREN. 

Judge Be«»— JVcwA— i^flie— *Ae State Printer^-* Nolo Episcopari,^ with variations — • mf views 

are humble' 
[No. 131.] Extracts of letters, Judge Michael UUhoeffer, to Jease Hoyt, at Albany. 

New York, Feb. 3, 1823.— Dear Sir : * » * All eyes ?re directed towards Albany, and 
your proceedings have been of such a character as to keep alive public interest and expectation. 
Let me know who is ta.b^ put in [Judge] Betts's placet — who will be oomptioller--and why the 
appointments ta be made by the legislature are delayed— who is to be our circuit and first judge, 
&C.7 I regret to learn by your letters, that in settling the Varies of the Judges, acme feeling, 
growing out of the nominations, may be experienced. It was a surprise to me that ttovemor 
Yates nominated the Judges before, their salaries were fixed bylaw. It waa not good policy. 
Was the strong vote against Betts, evidence of the strength of the opposition to kSn, or to the 
Ezeeutive, or yraa il only evidence of Young and Tallmadge's strength 7 Or how waa it to be 
accounted for ? , 

I presume. that our city appointments are to bo recommended by the members, at least I have 
been informed that such is the wish of the Governor. Will your friend Noah consent to thia ? — for 
I see by his paper that he rules at Albany, and that those who offend him are to receive no quarter. 
Pray inform me whether he is authorized to say, as he does in his paper, that all who nro not 
his friends had better stay at home or not offer their namea at Albany this winter? What are 
you doing about state printer, will not Leake obtain it ? Let me also know whether any open 
or concerted 'opposition is made, or making against the Governor. I must again trouble you 
respecting a amall appointment in this city. William A. Seely, Esq. whose business is much in 
the collecting line, is anxious to be continued a notary, and desirea to be remembered to you. 
Heretofore, no conaideration of politica has governed in these minor appointments, and for that 
reason I have without hesitation written to you in behalf of aeveral of the present incumbenis 
What is to be done in this respect hereafter, you must determine. I feel some anxiety respect- 
ing FI. Westervelt, who wishes to be a notary, who has always been a republican and hss a 
large family. Do not forget him. You see I have given you room to write me a long letter at 
your leisure. Yours truly, M. ULSHOEFFER. 

t On the 35th of Augait, in 1890, Jene Buel tranalerred hit interest in the Albany Aryutto Caotine Sl Leftke, af- 
ter being six rean state printer. The CUumkian of Marr.h 3d, 1821, ttatet that Mesart. Hoaford of Albany oiftred 
to do the piibiio printiof for one third Iom than the L«f;t«lature afterwards agreed to pay Cantine and Lnike, and 
Mr. John C Spencer was fur lettinf them have it ; but Ulthoeffer had previously drilled the party, aod #7000 of ad- 
ditional proft thus went into the fKiekets of C. and L. In Ftobmary 1831, says' the Noitfaem Whif, ** Martin Van 
Buren haTinn preearad kimM$i/ to h* modi Senator of the United States by tie leffielative CAVCVB—(for the wkajor- 
ito were againtt Am)— then directed the fullowinj? appointoientsto be made, via : J. F. Van Alen, tlie half brother 
or Martin, Surrorate, and to be the nssisUnt jud{;e nf the common pleas; Martin's brother, Abraham Van Baran. 
to be Clerk : a Mr. Wilcoxon, who is the partner of Van Alen, who la the brother of Martin, to be District Attor- 
ney ^^'Comelhis Hoj^boom, who is the brother-in-law of Abraham, who is the brother of Martin, ie an affidavit 
commis4ioner ; Bamet Hoes, who is the brnther-in-Iaw of Martin. Deputy Sheriff for Kiaderbook : and all these in 
the County of Columbia. Then near by in Albany, Moses I. Cantine, the brother-in-lawt also, of Martin, is State 
Printer ; and Benjamin F. Butler, the partner-in-faw of Martin, is District Attorney." " When Buel sold the Ar^s,** 
says Hammond, '*the contract was probably, in reality, made with the leaden of the democratic party." How 
true this is the above letter will show. 

} Samuei R. Betts. now U. 8. D. C. Judiro. New York, was nominated by Governor Yates, in January, 1R33, as 
atnprame court Judyei und^r the new eonfltituiion, nnd rejected by the Senate, while Sutherland, nominated with 
him, was confirmed, iietu was next nominated by Yates at a circuit jud^, and the same Senate assented. 



AMEBICAN NERCffAKT<( DENOTTNCfiD AS A BAND OF MALIGNANT TRAITORS. l9i 

[No. ISS.]— New York, Feb. 18, Id2d.--With respect to the ComptroIIership, I can only 
»y that it was not desired by me, and that I had so written before I received your kind letter. 
I have no such views, I assure you. Even that highly respectable situation would not tempt 
me to leave here and reside at Albany : Nor do J detire to be made firH judge in any event. 
My viewB are mnre humble, and I have no intention at present to become a candidate for any 
office beyond that of a Notary Public. Accept, however, my grateful thanks for your fiiendly 
intentions, and if I have an opportunity, I will recipropate. Do not make a State Printer, who 
will transfer the feudis of New York to Albany, and throughout the State. Dulness would be 
preferable to indiscretion. Do look to this. I regret that the appearance of things is unpropi- 
lious at Albany. But is it necessary to oppose Governor Yates? Will not things go on 
smoothly in future ? If the members of Assembly have recommended the county Judges, how 
comes it that the Governor nominated Bar9tow, &c. 1 Has not the Governor complied with 
the ihembers' wishes in this respect? But I must conclude with my queries, in the confident 
expectation of another interesting letter from you whenever you are at leisure, or in a humor to 
write to your ob. st. and triend,* * M. ULSHOEFFER. 

■ ■ ■ I i - 

The N. Y. delegation puffed — HoyVs Omtory — Public Opinion whimsical — The Merchants of 
New York deceplivct traitora in war, and not to be trusted in peace — General Brown — Help 
Drake to a place. . , 

[No. 123.] James Campbell, Surrogate, New York, to Jesse Hoyt, Assembly Chamber, Albany. 
New York, Feb. 15, 1823. — Dear Sir : • * » * You wish to know in what estimation 
the New York delegation are held by their constituents. As far as I can ascertain public optn- 
ion, you stand well ; indeed I believe I hazard nothing in inserting that we have had no Repre. 
sentation from this City for several years past that has given half the satisfaction. Recollect, 
however, that you have not as yet mora than half finished your labors ; that public opinion is a 
very uncertain and precarious thing — more easily lost than acquired : and altho* things look fair 
at present, 1 would not be at all surprised if, at the end of the Sessions, some of you should find 
yourselves as unpopular as certain of your predecessors. From the debates which are published, 
I am glad to find that you frequently address the House ; and, without designing to flatter you, 
it afibrds me pleasure to observe that your exhibitions as a speaker, do you no discredit. I was 
much amused with that debate, where you had the courage to enter the lists, and to break a lance 
with the gt^t Demagorgon of our State. His attack on the merchants was unnecessary and 
unreasonable ; at the same time, you must pardon me for telling you that* in my opinion, your 
defence of them displays more of the spirit of chivalry than sound judgment. f)f the conduct of 
this class of men in the Revolutionary war, I can say nothing, but during^ the late war, I feel no 
hesitation in sayini; that the notion is very little indebted to their patriotism. The merchants, 
by which denomination I mean the shippers and importers, as a body, opposed the war, and*by 
their great weight and influence, they were but too successful in embarassing tiie operations of 
the Government. Their conduct in this memorable contest, was the more culpable .and flagi- 
tious, because it was in a great degree owing to their clamors, and chiefly to protect their in. 
tereste^ that the Government was induced to take the firm stand which resulted in hd&tilities. It 
was a holy, a sacred war, declared and waged to protect Free Trade and SaiK>ns* Rights, and 
should have enkindled into a blaze every latent feeling of Patriotism. At the commencement 
of the war, these votaries of the Counting Desks it is true, made some professions of public spirit 
whilst the Government held over their heads their forfeited bonds ; but when their remission was 
procured, they then dropped the mask, and how violently, malignantly, I may add Xraitoroualy 
they subsequently acted, is too strongly impressed on our recollections to be easily or speedily 
obliterated. You say tliat General Brown was a merchant. Do you then consider a village 
storekeeper a merchant? If I remember right, this same gentleman was once a school -master. 
According therefore to this mode of reasoning, we may yet expect to see the gentlemen of the 
birch and ferule also asserting Meir pretentions to Patriotism, because this same person was formerly 
a member of their humble but useful fraternity. The merchants, as a body, possessing great 
wealth and intelligence, must necessarily exercise a great deal of influence in every community ; 
nor have they ever been known to be wanting in availing themselves of the adva^ges of this 
influence, or of being backward in urging their claims to superior consideration. It is a dan- 
gerous thing, in my opinion, to flatter a set of men already too inflated, and always disposed to 
be too arrogant ; and altho' they are entitled to their share of weight in our National Councils, I 
should regard it as a most unfortunate event to see the destinies of our happy oountcy conunitted 
to the guidance or control of mercantile power and policy: ' 

* Michtel TTIthoeffer is a ennnin' polUieinn, and plaved the dema^o^ie in the lef^islatare long enough to secure a 
jnd|re*hiii. the reward of pnrty services. When "Do VC^itt Clinton had concluded hi« annual speech at the openin|; 
of the legislative session, Ulshoefier obtained a committee of inquiry, and reported, in substance, that for a Gover- 
nor to speak to the legislature what he has to say to them, insteod of writing it on paper and tending; it as a roes- 
M^, and for them to reply to such a speech no matter how discreet it mnv be, " is a repnanl of royalty," ** and onf ht 
to oe abolislMd.*' Undoubtedly t speech b the most respectful mode of the two. • 



1C2 V. BTTHEN WITHHOLDS THE STATE PniNTING FKOM XOAH — SACO^ BARtER. 

Tola tediouR digremon about your speech has swelled this beyond the ordinary dimensions of 
a letter ; an effect which i did not foresee, or 1 should have taken care tu have avoided it. Other 
matten that 1 intended to communicate, must be deferred to a future occasion. I would thank 
you to exert yourself for my friend Mr. Drake, who is an applicant for the office of Master in 
Chancery. Drake is quite a fine fellow, and I should be much gratified to hear of his obtaining 
this situation. He hat not been a Clintunian for tome years, and when he was one, he was a 
fair and moderate opponent. Give my respects to your colleagues, Mr. Rathbone and Mr. Ver- 
planck. Your friend, tJAMES CAMPBELL. 

Noah after the Printing-^BueVt fortune — Peddling State Patronage— being true to DCTeacA 

other. 
[No. 124] M. M. Noah to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. New York, 23d Feb. 1823. 

Dear Hoyt :•»»•» Mr. Phillips will hand yon this, and explain fully the object of 
his v'wt. With reopeet to the State Printing, I cannot but contider mffeelf at unhandtomehf 
treated by thote from whom I had a right to expect a different courte; and am positive that on 
the death of Mr. Caniine there was but one voice in my favor. If management and intrigue 
cou'd h ive b^en so successfully exerted as to wean away my friends or impair my claims, then 
there is nothing to expect from the justice of tho Republican party. I cannot blame Mr. Baei 
in wishing to br securrd in the payments due him, but contidering the difficulty tte labored trn. 
der in bringing the Argt;s in the republican from the Clintonian ranks — considering alto the 
fortune which Mr, Buel hat made out of it— I think that opposition does not come with a good 
gnce from him, and that any farther turoiellanee over the State Printing should erase, s a » * 
I am nm so certain that I can be defeated — ^but if so, I am willing to hazard a defeat, reserving 
to myself the right of spreading the facts before the world, and exhibit the tystem of peddling 
away the patronage of the State, » » • • Mr. Phillips, goes up to get a section, authori- 
xing legal notices to be pnbliflhed in the adtocate . . . it is necessart iN RELATION TO 
THE PRESIDENTIAL QUESTION. . , , He hat full powers from me to enter into 
any arrangement, or come to any understanding, which may tend to keep thingt harmoniously 
and comfortably afloat, and prevent tchitm and division in our rankt — thit can only be done by 
acting justly and fairly towards ^^Teach other. » 

Always, Dear Hoyt, truly yours, M. M. NOAH. 

Jaee^ Barkefsprospects-^he likes * the fun* of War in Europe, and desires to see Young Nap. 

crowned, 
[No. 125.] Jacob Barker, at New York, to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany.— New York, 12th 
March, 1823. My Dear Sir : 1 have this moment committed to the flames, a sheet * ♦ * « • 
As soon as steam takes the place of ice, I perceive we are to have the pleasure of seeing you — I 
hope it will be soon, tor many reasons, and particularly because Cnpt. Barker would be glad to 
see you before he goes sonih. He has rfcsolved with the John Wells— slie goes into Byrnes and 
Tremble's Liverpool line, and Barker goes to Mobile to try his hand ogain at Merchandizing, 
having declined to commnnd a line ship. He left for Bostcm this day — returns in ten days, when 
he will be one of the firm of Barker & Co. Halleck is in great spirits. » » • » J have 
no news to tell you — am poor, out of business, with bad pro«pccis, yet cannot but smile st the 
freat* of fortune— m.>n.»y very snarce, stocks falling. I have sold my bale [or coal]— lost S352 by 
it— so we go. I thank my friend Davis for this favor— I hope the like will be scarce. The Ex- 
changH labors not likely to succeed. What think you of the application for the Tradesmen's 
Bank ? I feel an interest in its favor on account of Mr. Worth— yet I cannot believe it will 
pass. Mr. Rma sent his ship Mary to Norfolk, where she loaded and sailed from Jamaica— from 
thence she goes to Mobile— from thence to Liverpool. She will probably make him a great voy. 
ago, while I, a poor deval, am not making anything. But, nevertheless, very glad of it. The 

t Mr. Campbell dlilikes the merchnnts ; Hoyt, when io office, wat unwearied in hh efrnrtt to horrast and »nno» 
IMTi ; Rtttler and Van Duren weie hia mentors in that conne ; nirchard, from the Treatqrv. adviMn the marshal 
to diifraBchite them on juries r and the fuUuwinc is an extract of a letter from Jacob Baike'r to W. L. Mookeaiie. 
diiteii New Orlcim*. Dct. 91. 1813 : 

••It IS true tnat Mr Van Buren [and Samuel Young) did support Rufus Kin* for a sent in the United E^tee 
Senate, nt « time wl.en the republican |>arty was distracted with dissensions, and when the Kings, the Hamiltnns, 
the pliers, the Verplancks and the Banners bad seceded from the Federal partr, professing great faith in the Re- 
miblican jmrty, and. like most new converts, were amon^j the fnrmnost in sai«port of the m«>st ultra roeoMirea. Mr. 
Van Buren considered nn nllinnee with these wen tlie best way to secure the supremacy of the party, and with 
that view gave to Mr. Kin? htx f>itle«t supjwrt, and be was ni>|>uin<«d. ! diffbred wi'h him on the subject, and «o- 
denvored to dissunde him fmm his course. I did not think it just- towards the members of our own party to select 
ODO of the Field Marshals of the enemy on whom to confer the most honorable and elevated places within the rift 
of the pnrtT. I considered Mr King an aide. |»oJite. eenilemnnlv man, fully worthy of the PresideDCv of the ifmt- 
5f*.?**l? ^^ "'• ."**" 1*"'^? ^•" *" "*• majority, but 1 had heard him, in a Speech to the merchaoU at the Tootioe 
Coffee House, while the Jdeeding corpse ofl'earce was lying on the deck of the Mail Boat, where he had lieeo nuir- 
dered by n cannon ball from a British ship of war. I belieye the Leauder off Barnogat, declare that tlie iMmIe of 
jeifersoti were d v#d m the bUiod of his countrymaD, that unfortunate Pearce, for tlie reason that he had not nsiated 
the R«rlin and MUan Decrees, and thereby saved Britain the necessity she. was under of seading a lletl K» oar 
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afion of Enrope are somewhat agitatod— I FEAR the fun will he of, very tihori duratum. Yet 
if John BuU aopportB Spain immediately and vt,ith. all her might, Mere may ht fine fuM'—oi if the 
French army are worth a copper, they will, when organized, proclame young Nap emperor — ap- 
point a regency*— and, with tl^ aid of Spain and Portugal, sustain the aanie. Austria would co. 
opeiaSe, and Ruaaia would not meddle* but turn her attention towards Turkey. These thing9p 
k§W€9art are to be toiehed rather than expected. Youra, sincerely, JACOB BARKER. 

Civic JSeonomy-^James prays Fervently for the Farty^aU the Presidential Candidates demo^ 
craU — Our old foes — James likes Adams worst, Crawford best. Clay next — Jackson is not eveu 



[No« 126.] James Campbell. Surropte, N. Y. to J. Hoyt, Albany. 

Nev York, March, 1833.— Dear Sir * * ^ * Our corporation, you have perceived, 
have commenced their operatiMis in good earnest. The salaries of some of the offices in their 
oft were unquestionably too high. The offices of District Attorney and Clerk of the Sessions, 
tor inatance, would well admit of eonaidarable reductions and still remain good officca. Ii^ 
their ardent zeal for retrenchment, I cannot but think that they have gone too far in cutting down 
the compensation of the latter officer to the paltry sum of $1250 ! The allowance, in my opinioi^ 
ought to have been at least $2000. To be frank with you, I think our Corporation are at prcr 
sent nndertakiog to do a great deal too much ; and if they ore not restrsined in their career they will 
assuredly destroy the preponderance of the Republican Party in this city. Courts, Police, Jus. 
tices, Collectors of Taxes, and I know not how many other things, are to be changed ; and what 
is most singular, in all this business, several of these alterations instead of being agreeable to the 
People, are very obnoxious* For my part, I confess that I am weary of these incessant chsttgesy 
and that I long to see something like permanence onoe more established in our cit^ and slate. 
As I do not wish to incur the hostility of the Corporation, you must consider thu us o»nt^ 
dentiaL I fervently pray, but I scarcely dare hope, that recent occurrences at Albany may not 
give rise to new divisions in our Party. The influence of this great State has already sunere^ 
much in consequence of our dissensions, and I am afraid that it is doomed to experience a further 
diminution from the same cause. On the eve of the Presidential election, it is of the last im,- 
portance that the Republicans of this state remain united, that she may assume that station in 
the Union to which she is justly entitled from her superior population and resources. Indeed the 
ascendency of genuine repubiioan principles throughout the Union, will in a great degree de» 
pend on the course that shall be pursued by this state in the approaching election for President. 
True it ia, there appears to be no direct or op?n opposition in thia contest to the Republican 
Party, all the candidates professing themselves to be pure republicans ; but if we examine the 
matter coolly, it will be found notwithstanding these appearances, that the stability of the Repub. 
lican Party was never more seriously threatened or endangered than at present. Our old foes 
are still arrayed against us ; the mode of warfare is only changed ; and they now hope to eilect 
by insidious wiles and stratagems what they never could achieve by open force. If the Repub. 
lican Party should ever be guilty of such an act of dementation as to support John Q. Adams for 
President, farewell in that event to Republicanism : I expect to see the doctrines of high-toned 
federalism again in operation. Of the different candidates for this exalted office, 1 prefer Mr. 
Crawford. I believe that he possesses distinguished talents, and that he is a gentleman of great 
private and political purity of character. What recommends him not a little with me, and it 
ought with every true republican, is to find that he is so vehemently opposed by the old invetc. 
rate federalists, and the newly converted repuUicans^ If, however, the Party should not be 
disposed to support Mr. Crawford, why then take up Mr. Clay, or some other person, but let the 
watchword be " any Republican against Mr. Adams." Let me know your sentiments on this 
subject. I hope we don't differ on this cardinal point ; and do not fail to avail yourself of every 
opportunity to diffiise correct notions on this subject, among our republican brethren of the country. 

JAMES CAMPBELL. 



L. Hoyfs feelings in favor of a triumph of law over good conseience^-To let the FeapU elect tktir 
Freeidents would he republican if good for our side — A bad candidate for the derksk^^-^ 
Hoyt ready to take office under Aim. 

[No. 127.] Counsellor Lorenzo Hoyt, Albany, to Counsellor Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
ALBamr, Dec'r. 24, 1823.— Dear BroUier :♦•»«» McDonald's cause ia decided 
in his favor, and for which I think he may thank Chief Justice Savage. Sutlierland and Wood* 
worth, together with 11 Senators, w^e dead ngainst him, and Savsge and 16 Senatore for him. I 
CONSIDER IT A TRIUMPH OF THE LAW OVER EQUITY AND GOOD CONSCIENCE. 
I must say I had bat very slight 'Aofyef before the argument; but after the cause was argued, 
and the facts so ably and correctly laid open to the Senste, 1 thought McDonald'a prospeota 
brightened. Messrs. Van Vechten and Henry, who argued the cause on the other side, wete 
sadly disappointed at the result. From the eireumstanees of Mr, Butler's being engaged m 
O^mself my feeHng$ were mutch eiUiiUd in IdclMiuU^t favor, end I felt very much inteiMttd 
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in the result. ***** A meeting has been csUed, and is now, this iBoaiem» in fidl 
operation, in relation to the Presidential Electors. It was started by two notorioos political npno 
gadoes, to wit, W. Eeleeck and Jacob Lanaing — men who, despairing of becoming grant by any 
other means than thnrogh the mediam of such meetings, and wlio have become misantluopes 
becaiiso the world and its people will not acknowledge their soperiority and gieaineaiu To name 
a few of those who composed the meeting will supenede the necessity of any further commeat as 
toils political caat^-P. T. Parker, E. Baldwin, William James, J.Alexander, the Townsenda, P. 
Gansevoort, the Cassidys, G. Hawley, Spencer, Stafford, (Le. I trust that Republicans and the 
People in general will kjiow from whom this popular measure, oj gtomg the choice of EUcian to 
the FeopU, emanates. The meaoure iteelf I muot soy, as / siioacyt Aa«e oaid^ i$ a BepuhUemn 
one — hut the oowree from which it opringo wU render ii unpopmimr with O" Republicans. 

Mr. Livingston's election to the clerkship of the Assembly 1 consider beyond doubc« His 
most prominent opponent is a man who is deseirsdly unpopular with the Republican o well as 
Federal party. He has long since forfeited th« coiAdence of every body. A man devoid ^of 
every principle of honor, who is willing to sacrifice hia character, and every thing else that a 
man ought to esteem, to the shrine of avasics, I think will not obtain the support of a ^puL 
ham legistatore. If, by any caouo omioouo, Livingston should lose his election, I shall endeavor 
to obtain a situation under his successor ; bnt I think L. is perfectly safe, as sUio myiKlf. 

* LOR, HO YT 

Bowni?o AutiJoekoon Bqfort by BuiUr^-^he Now York Membero ditiikedr-^ardingr attaeko 

FUgg—Trouhle brewing, 
[No. 128.] LoTcnfo Hoyt, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Albany, January 11th, 1824, Sunday. Dear Brother : I send you by this mail the REPORT 
of Mr. Bowne ON THE TENNESSEE RESOLUTIONS. The report is a voluminous, and, 
I think, knowing from whose pen it came, is an able one, although I have not yet had time to 
give it a perusal. 

Mr. BUTLER lorofe the report ; and I leave it for jron to judge of its merits and the cor* 
rectness of its principles ; but I presume, from the circumstance A your political views coinci- 
ding so exactly with Mr. Butler's, that the principles contained in the report are such as will 
meet your approbation. 

The Senate went into committee of the whole on the report, but rose and reported without 
taking any decisive step in relation thereto ; it is supposed it will be almost noanimously ap- 
proved of by the Senate — but I think there will be trouble when it comes to the Assembly, but 
will undoubtedly receive the sanction of a large majority of the members. Nothing of impor- 
tance has been done in the Assembly this three or four dajrs past, except the appointment of the 
standing committees, which you will see published in the Albany papers. I think they were 
very judiciously selected and arranged, although some of the opposition gentlemen are half in. 
clined to take umbrage at the selections made by the Speaker : perhaps they think his honor the 
idpeaker did not pay sufficient respect to their legislative experience. I apprehend friend Gar- 
diner is a little disappointed because he was not made chairman of some committee, but I 
think he will meet with many more serious disappointments before the close of the session. If pos- 
sible, there is more deep rooted prejudice, existing against a pnrt of the delegation sent from your 
city this winter, among the country gentlemen, than there existed afl:ainst the last winter dele- 
gation. / think it wiU he imposeihle for one of the Oppoeition New York membere to oucceed in 
anyprqject let it be ever so reasonable and jttot. There appears to be a sort of suspicion attached 
to everything they have any connection with ; and unless they con do something to convince the 
country members of the unjustness and absurdity of such a state of feeling towards them, you may 
rely upon it your city will not be much benefited by sending the delegation they have sent 

Mr. Gardiner, the other day, while the resolution of Mr. Flagg in relation to electors was un- 
der discussion, made an abusive and unjustifiable attack upon the editors of the Argus and Ad' 

* Who i» LoteRko Ro|t 1 I will t»U fon. When, in 1838, Mr. Van Bono ivwsjdsd Jc«« Royt'i paeoliar wet- 
TtOM with the Oollectoruip of the Revenue at New York, be re<)uirad heavy leeurity, more especially on aceooot 
of 8wartwout*s etnbexzlemenL Id Mareh, lKt8, Jesie cave hn brother, Lorenzo ; bU brother in-law, Robert 
McJimMjr. the Wall Street Broker ; L. M. Thurston, Thomas J. Oakley (the Jodee.) and 8aia*l Jones (the ex- 
chaneellof 1) Wm. M- Price certified that the aeeuritiet were rasponnibte litr $150,000, the anount of tboir bond. 
There was a second, and a third bund. Bond the third is for fwO,Ono. (Whv not have made it for an amount 
equal to the sum of the British National debt 1) The same pefsont, with ThadUeus Phelps of Park Plaoa. N. Y., 
wara h^in the MiMtim— «nd on the 16th Dee*r. 1839, Be^ismin F. Butler, as U. 8. Distriet Attorney. eertaAed on 
the bond that the MuetJes were amply sulBcient fur the 9900,000. Beniaaiia had certified twenty years before to the 
people of this State, that the Washmgton and Warren Bank could and would uay. He knew it. But it didn*t and 
wouldn't— and so we may say of Lorenso Hoyt, Lewis M. Thurston, Thad. Phelps, Ste. ; Jesse was found to hareem- 
besxled •890,00O--the jury jrave their verdio»— the marthal was ready to eeiaa^-JanMs K. Folk could find no 
dialfiot attorney that would suit him so well as Butler again— aod to this hour in 1846, not an effort is made, or 
aeant to be, to recover a dollar of the monies embezzled, either from Lorenzo, Oaklev, Thurston, Jones, Jesse, or 
any one el«e ! ! This is Van Buren democracy as t find it enthroned in the eapitol of the New World ! ! ! Thoreton 
(like lI*Jimsey) is IIoyt*s brother-in-law. oT «rh«m he wrote to Seetr. Woodbury in Mar. 18», that be had em- 
bI<^ him as a euston-boose clerk, at 91000 ealaiy. In Dee. Woodhuiy reocivee this clerk as J«sM*a tarety Ibr 
9900,000 on Butler's rscommendation ! ! 
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WMte, and by which he has incurred the indignation and dia^ust of every aenaible man within 
his hearing. He accused the Argug of poUtical incon^tency, in first advocating an altera- 
tioa of the elnotonl law, and then in a few weeks after reprobating the meaaoie as unwise and 
anti^repoblican. 

The speech, if it had been an extempore one, would haye appeared much better than it did, 
hot it was perfectly appaiem to my own, and the nrind of almost every other person who hoard 
Urn, that it was a written and committed speech, and CONSEQUENTLY was perfectly dia^ 
putmg. The opinion that I always heretofore entertained, that Gardiner was a man of very 
iimited talents, is now irrewtedbiy confirmed. 

As to Mr. Wheaton,t I am not sufficiently acquainted with him to judge of his abilities, bat 
if I can form an opinion from what little I have seen, I should say he is nothing above mediocrity ; 
but I think I have seen snflicient to warrant the assertion, that this winter's New York delega- 
tion, is in evvry respect inferior to the delegation that New York was represented by last win- 
ter. I must eonfeas I was not a little astonished, when / see who the New York membeis 
wen. I presume they are men of tolerable good sense, with the exception of Crolius and 
one or two others, but as for their abilities they are, in my opinion, contracted. Let them 
be as they may, I think they will wish themselves back to New York again, before the close of 
the session ; for the Opposition are agoing to experience not a little mortification this winter. I 
can see already that much trouble is brewing ;• and that the Opposition must prepare themselves 
for the resistance of a hot cannonading. » • • Yours affectionately, LORENZO HOYT. 

Cronoell endorses Noak — Don*t abuse Adams until you have used his friends to his injury — the 
wisdom of the Serpent — dorft name Crawford, for we can pack the Caucus — The Electoral 
Law — Wheaton. 

[No. 129.] Edwin Croswell, Slate Printer, to JesBc Hoyt, New York. 

Albany, January 31, 18S4. — My Dear Sir : The courae which the Advocate has taken since 
the return of Miyor Noah, as well as during his absence, has received the entire approbation of 
our republican friends here. There is one point of policy, however, which it may be well, per- 
haps, to vary. There are several repuHican friends of Mr. Adams in the legislature, who haye 
gone broadly with us so fer on every question. It is quite important^ THEREFORE, that noth- 
ing partietUarhf harsh respecting Mr. A. [Adams] or his friends^ should he published, AT 
LEAST DURING THE PENDENCY OF THE ELECTORAL BILL, unless a plain dia- 
tinction is made between his federal friends in your city, and his republican frienda in the country. 

As an extreme jealousy prevails among the friends of all the candidates opposed to Mr. Craw* 
ford, and as the Opposition make every use of even the most innocent suggestion to warp the 
feelings of our friends, it is also invariant that his [Mr. Crawford's] name, and especially kis 
prospects of obtaining the Caucus nomination, should be kept out of view.X Our points, if they 

t Henry Wheaton was then at the head of the People's Paitv in the AMembljr. in oppoaition to Van Buren and 
the Regency. Next year he joined Van Buren 'i fnlltiwert in the unju«t and ungrateful act of reaioviu<* Governor 
CKtttoD from the Cana) board, and it now the representntive of the U. S. nt Berlin. In 1813 he was editor of the 
Nataooal Adrocate, aAerwaida Reporter to the U. S. SupieuM Court, and is by pmfeiaoB a lawyer. 

t In thete dny«, the Argus declared, that '*the fact is clear, that Mitt^ Jachvon has not a sinfrte feelin* in com- 
«ea with the Repablican party, and mahea the merit of desiriag Um total estiaetion of it." The Nashville Ban- 
ner, on the other hand, copied the following hit at Van Bureu'a Crawford Caucus from a Calhoiui paper [The Ra* 
publicanj in Washington. 

Wend you with the Rads to-night— Tis the tide of faction flowing^ 

Sixtv five [Mfrehance theyMI mutter^ Tis the noon of treason*! reign— 

Tcere will be none of mind or mighx, IJ«^ of Maryland, is going'— 

Rut some three score in a fluster. Dickbrron, and Holmes of Blaine : 

General CkoMdler wilt be th e re Western Tkomms looking grimly— 

Tough as steel and bold as Hector— From New York, c hytgairdftm, 

Busnt, with Virginia air— Led by Ijot CUrkt^ seeing dimly, 

VAN the JIUHong Direetar, Spectacles and va|N>r through. 

p£S^Ti^\!:Jir!!:t^^,i^^ where an eyes will gladly meet you- 

W^?f52MJhir2jJi2?tht««.h Ifyounre a proselyte* 
Ok 11 T* «»»•»*« ™«"»"f throof h— fev,^ ^„, ^in ,p,ing to greet you- 

Shallow knttTCs with forms to mock us, Where the demon of des(>air 
are«h«g, ono by one, to Caucus. H^i^n,^ ^y^ ^^,,^„^ „f ^j,, ^„„,^ 

Wend you with the Rads to-night. And every dark intriguer there 

Tail and short— and weak and witty — Jostles in the race for power. 

Many an eye that botes the light. Laborers, suited for the job, 

And loves confusion — more s the pity. Will be there at clo«e of day ; 

Wend you with the Rnds to night— Barber, FUryd, and FitoU, and CbM— 

Caucus in his court presides— / Aaaaaoa, ready for his ]tay — 

Promises and {low^rinvite — Both the Barbour*, men mistakan • 

Trtdtorg petnt, ^^andfeetum guides. ^^X^ *^^^ scarcely save his baoon— 

■ Wend you wHb the Rads to-night— Gallant G»cJ:e from Tennessee— 

A motlev crew, and bad the best— Some in gloom and some in gle^ 

Winging from the South tl)eir flight. Shallow knave«, with forms to mock sa, 

With tm9 poor strafglen from the West Straggling, one by one, to Cauaue.'* 
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uc gtimd at all, may be more eertainly aeciired in thia wajr, than by giring even o«r honeai eoo* 
▼ictioiia and hopes of the ultimate aucceas of Crawford, if by it we give currency to the ouMemp* 
tiUe cant which the enemy promulgate ao liberally againat him. 

It ia difficult to conjecture what will be the reanlt of the ▼ariooa prepoaitiona which are now 
baibra the Hooae on the aafcsect of the [Electomi] Law. A oonaidenble divrnty of opinion 
pi«?aik aa to a smvertly or a pUaralitif ; but I have atrong hopea that our r m t Miean frienda will 
unite upon the former, and defeat the acheme of TaUmadge & Co^ to gite the electmalYOiea for 
Mr. Clinton. 

Thia afternoon, in committee of the whole, Mr. Waterman [of Brooroa Co.,] explained the fea- 
tnrea of hia bill, and the prominent argumenla in favor of a majority, in a cloae and coRrinciiig 
apeech. The committee roae after having paaaed the firac aection of Mr. Waterman'a biU, with 
an amendment providing for the election of 36 instead of 34 eleeiora by the people. 

Perfaapa there was never a mora aubtle acheme for the proatration of the demoeratie party 
than ia hidden under thia plurality plan of tMr. Wheaton, and it will require the whole vigi- 
lance and prudence of our republican frienda, to meet, expoae, and reaast the deaigna of the iac* 
tion that ia now aeeUng their ruin. In great haste, youia ainoerely, £. CROSWELL. 

[Three lettera, £. Livingston to J. Uoyt, N. York.] 
Aann ClarJc v$» E. Livingston — Yate^ Notione — Keep power from the Peoples-Van Bmren'i 
JRepuUieanM deeeribed by Livingston — Down with Clintont right or wrong ! 
[No. 130.] Albany, Nov. 14, 1823.— Dear Hoyt : ♦ * * * Aaron Clark ia a can- 

didate for the clerkship. Marcy, Knower, Porter, &c., will do everything for me ; but aa Clark 
JB an indefatigable fellow, and will prove troublesome to me, I feel anxious to give him a aignal 
defeat. • • • • Romaine and UlshoeflTcr could be of service to me — will you ask their assis- 
tance 7 • • • Write me an answer to this letter, and hum the same as soon as moff be. E. L. 

[No. 131.] [Poat mark, Albany, Dec. 5,] 1633. — Bsleeck pat the atones in circola* 

tion in New Yorii that I was under Van Barents influence, made a speech, &c., but yon know 
without my telling you, that he is an egregious liar. » • • * 1 have aeen the Govenier 
[Yates] since I last vrrote. He is decidedly in favor of Caucaa nominationa, and confoundedlii 
puztUd about gimng the choice of Electors to the Feople-^hvA he aays that the RxruBUCAN 
partif ought not to be afraid to go to the PeopleA 

He will recommend the measure, in my opinion. This I wrote yon before— bat, if poaable, I 
un now surer of it than I was before. 

The BepuUiean members of the Hffvse, it is thought, wUl hold a Caucfis upon thU fuesffon ; 
and, after coming to a conclusion^ all go one way or the other. ^ IF CLINTON IS V£RY 
DANGEROUS, THEY WILL GO ONE WAY, AND IF IT IS THOUGHT HE CANNOT 
MAKE ANY DIFFICULTY, THEY WILL GO rOTHER WAV. * • • • • We 
have aome prime stuiT. Stilwell will act firmly and as becomes a nirfTBLiCAif . / preomme f»» 
iNiderfland what I mean by * firmness,* « • • x should like a ticket in the Southern Lot- 
tery that has a $100,000 Prixe in its wheels. Now, as a favor, I will take half of a ticket with 
yon, if yon will purchase one-^ut recollect it is the last time, and that if [you] should draw a 
blank, I will not venture any more with you. If you consent to this proposition, let me know our 
number, and then I ahall have something joyful in anticipation. 

Youis, aincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 

[No. 133.] Albany, Jan. 6, 1834.— I rather think the Assembly will paaa the Elec- 

toral Law — the Senate will not pass the law. I am dead against the law, or againat anything 

1 8»ft Whaaten*! plan, Flagg** amendment, and Uie whole proceedinpi of e nMeiins of the democratic we m b ew 
of iIm lefttletnre, on thit qnettion. held about a fortaipht before Croewell wrote— in Hemnood, pe^ 144 Co 14fl of 
volnme second. Ven Buren, Fla»;, Croawell, and Wricht wanted to pa*« no law at all. Many were aftmid of 
Clinton, as matters stood. See E. Livinpton*! letter to J. Hoyt, No. 131, written three nontht pfOTioiis. 

X W. A. Thompson, in a letter to J. Hovt. dated Albany, 10th Feb., 1^4, savt— "The Sraaee say they %m in Ik- 
voTof the liWi«, and the .^fjt^mi^jrv say they ore ID favor of the Peap/e. • • • * Sudam says that the Sen- 
ate can count 15 in favor of the fb/i-«, who can be depended upon, and irJke ere not such foots a* to nMtr ikem- 
attoet to be dewmred by tkf Peopli. • • • • No one can tell what legislative bodies will do ; but Trom pre- 
sent appearanres, I do not think our REPUBLICAN friends have any reanon to believe they are to be ootrifictd. 
Thev seem to feel that if tkty tnrrtnder their power laaM/y, fik«y ore lost ; and if Huy hold out monfiJljf, they earn 
but tooet it at latt. I shall stay here a week or ton days, until we hear the results ot the Caucus ot Waahio(toa.** 

IT Mr. Van Buren confirms this discreditable statement of the unprincipled character of h» own party, bv soppoe- 
ing that his advenarfee are equally di*hone«t. In his address to the citisens of Syracuse, N. Y-, as I find it in the 
Oiobe^ Bent. 97, 1839, he affirms that he bat been pursued by his political opponents with " inveterate malignancy ;** 
but, says he, ** when it is quite maniftst that those by whom the conduct of a public officer is arraigiwd are re- 
solved to eondsmn hi* acts in any event ; when they only desire to know which side of a public question he es- 
poueee in order to uke their own position acainst him ; when all considerations of comity and of right are merged 
in an ahaotbing deaire to expel him from ofllee, and when nothing so mnch mortifies and enrages them as that be 
abooM devise or adopt measnres that redound to the good of the connUy ; in all sucli cases it appears to nse an ad 
of inexcusable weakness on the part of the public functiiMiary to sufiiw what such opponents may aay or think of 
him to give him a nooMnt's care or oneosineas ** 
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that will tend to nise Clintonion or Federal stock. * * * I think you may without doubt, 
say that cor State is for Crawford [the native candidate of that day J but it wonH do to say so 
quite yet. Yours, NED. 

Van Burtri$ ^riend, <Skinner, iiUerfereM with the State Legislature and Judiciary ^ to prevent 
ike People jrmn electing their Preeidente, 
[No. 133.] Judge Skinner, U. S. District Court, to J. Hoyt, N. Yoric— Albaicy, 11th 

January, 1824. Dear Sir: Mr. Latham A. Burrowst of the Senate, I understand, read law 
with Mr. Riker, the Recorder, (at any late he is attached to Mr. Riker,) Burrovoa ie coneidered 
doubtful on the question of changing the law for the appointment of electors. Now, Sir, if Mr. 
Riker is in sentiment with us, his letter to Mr. Burrows on that sulject will have great influ- 
ence, and you may be assured that every vote is important to prevent the change contemplated. 

Cordially, tR. SKINNER. 

IMng&tan to Hoyt^The Clerles Logie^Mat. L. VavU kept out of Mischief ^A list for Mr 
Van Buren-^Leake for Clay — The Caucus. 
[No. 134.] Albany, Feb. 16, 1824.— « * • A minority of the legislature is a 
majority of the people. We reoogniae the people as the source of all power — this is a lepre- 
aentative goYemment. Our M Democrats wiah for the old Council of Appointment, a * * 
After you have read this letter^ hum U. E. L. 

[No. 135.] ALBAifT, Feb. 28, 1834.— Dear Hoyt: I forward a list of the memben of 
the Senate and Assembly, marked as they now feel upon the Presidential question. « a * 
Crawfoid has 88, Adams 36, Calhoun 11, Clay 6, Jackson 4. * « * I have forwarded lists 
similar to those I now enclose you, to amuse your friend, Mr. Van Buren. Mat Davis is here^*- 
he does no particular service ; but as he is with us, it prevents him from doing mischief. He 
hates Van finren— 1 know it. Leake will not let anything go into the Argus.T — he is for Clay, 
that is, he wants to be State Printer, let things go aa they may. * • « I^et Noah see the 
liats. Bat as you like. E. L. 

[No. 136.] Albany, March 29, 1824.— ♦ • • Our folks all say that THEY con- 
ceive themselves bound in honor to nominate Gov. Yates, bnt that the People will not sappott 

him. » » « » K n, S n, dLC, want to pay qf some debts of gratitude, which 

they feel towards his excellency. I am ready to support the nomination. • * • The [State] 
Caucus will be held to.morrow night, or Thursday. Marcy advises Thursday. * * E. L. 

Van Buren on Clay and Adams — he praises Maj. Noah — Noah*s sketch of Van Buren. 
[No 137.] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt at New York. 

[Washington] March 3, 1824. — ^Dear Sir: I have the greatest aversion to having my letters 
extracted for the newspapers or much shown, and notwithstanding a laborioua correspondence 
doling the winter have hitherto escaped. The promulgation of my anticipation as to Messrs. 
Adams and Clay's withdnwing, would, yon know, not induce them to do so, if ii had not the con. 
trary effect. It is best to let those things take their course, and there is no ground for fear as to 
the result. If they continue after New York has settled down it will be manifest to all that the 
contest is prolonged by them to the great detriment of the party, and of the public interest, 
without the least prospect of success ; and it will be the business and duty of the press to make 
fuitable animadversions on the subject. To me the course of the Advocate for the last few weeks 
has been entirely acceptable, as it has been moderate, but firm and rational, which course is, I 

t Mr. L. A. Barrowi, who wai nturned from th« aixth diitrlct in place of Gen. Hathaway, was an Adamt man. 
pledffttd Ui the people's party ; and all the efforts of Judge Skinner, Jease Hoyt, and Recorder Riker, (if be oImtmI 
them,) could not ehonge his rote, or induce him to wheel round with Wrifht and others. Borrows was stronglyprejn- 
djoed against Clinton, and much opposed to the election of Jackson. Skinner, being n Judge of the T^. 8. Conrt, 
aeted a disgtaeeful and unbecoming pari in interfering, as above with the freedom of the Senate of N. Y. 

* Roger Skinner was at the liead of the old Van Bonn fesracw which appointed Ntoh Sheriff of New York, 
He was a Inwver of Sandy Hill ; and our present Governor, Silas Wrif ht, was his Ia#seholar and student— be also 
' is a Sandy HiH lawyer. Wright was admitted as a lawyer by the Sapraino Court in January, 1819, and leA Sandy 
Hill some months atler Ben}amin F. But*er, Van Buf«n*s partner, arrived there as Preaident, Cashier, and Board 
of Directors of Barker's W. It W. Bank, in which instftution he may have been an ooeasional assistant. Skinner 
told out his law office at Sandy Hill to Butler, who sueeeeded to his bnaiaest— and Wright seuled at Canton, near 
the river St. Lawrence, in Oct. that same year. Wright went for Crawford— was one of thesHiaMrtei seventeen 
Senators who voted to keep from the people the power of electing the electors of the President of the U. S.— the 
aevenleen won dofeftted by 17jOOO votes next election, and bung and burned in effigy— >but Wright stuck to Van 
Buren oad the cabal— they pnfibd and upheld him— end he ii Governor of N. Y. 

IT Leoke had to raaign in favor of Croswoll, whom Butler and bis jwrtoer. Van Buren, had confidence in, an<' who 
was willing to be their echo. A pemaal of Von Bana*i bttsr to ilojt, No. ISO of this series, will explain where 
tbe real control of tbt Aigns and its opiniom lay. 
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think, the only one calculated to produce much real effect on public opinion. t Such is not how- 
ever, the opinion, or rather the feeling of all ; on the contrary there ave many who have been eo 
much pleased and so accustomed to the many good and pleasant things the Major has aaid as to 
regret the deprivation of them — and they occasionaUy complain to me that the Advocate has lost 
its spirit. As the Major has depraved their appetites, he is, they think, under some sort of obli- 
gation to feed them on such viands as have become most acceptable to them. Make my best 
respects to him, and to our friends ; tell them that for obvious reasons, they may excuse me from 
not writing as often as I could wish. Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

Van Buren prophecies euceeee to Crawford and the Cameue ; therehf akowhig mo political oagmeUf* 
[No. 138.] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y.— Washwotok, March 6, 1824. — 
Dear Sir : I have received yours this moment. I cannot help what Messrs. Lynch and King 
may choose to infer from my looks, but the truth is that I have at no time doubted of our complete 
Buccess.t The great influence which was exercised here to prevent members from attending 
the caucus, and the subserviency and ingratitude of some who have partaken largely of the fa. 
vor of the party, were calculated to excite strong feelings, which were doubtless sometimes maai- 
fest, but despondency is a weakness with which I am but little annoyed. On the aasumption 
that New York will be Arm and promptly explicit, we here consider the question of the election 
substantially settled. Neither Mr. Adams or Mr. Clay can keep in the 6eld after the oooise of 
New York is positively known. The information on which tUo opinion reeto and the reaoono 
in ite support cannot be given in a letter. I will myself be easy on the subject, and ao will our 
friends here who never were in better spirits or felt stronger confidence. Make my best respects 
to our friends. Yours cordially, M. V. BURRN. 

[No. 139.] Lorenzo to Jeeee HoyU-^^Party oervicee on credit — Poverty — Ofice Hunting — 
the Morale of Van Bareniem — Private Crib — board 16*. 

Albany, March 7, 1824, Sunday evening. — Dear Brother: Yours of the 4th oame duly to 
hand. The substance of it I had anticipated, as I saw a letter that Mr. Thompsen received frem 
you while here, in which you spoke very diBCOuragingly as to the result of your apphcatioii to 
the Corporation, but as 1 had not heard from you since, I had not entirely despaired until I 
received your last. It is now I suppose, known to a certainty that you cannot succeed in get- 
ting the office you sought. If a person has nothing else to depend upon for a livelihood than 
offices, which at all limes depend upon the fluctuations of party predominance, I think he will soon go 
to pot, I thought, however, your eervicee for the party had been sufficient to raise a just and equi- 
table claim for some little office of the kind, that you have been endeavoring to obtain ; bnt it ap- 
pears that (he opinion of a migority of the Hon. the Corporation and my own are at variance. 
Well, I see we have got to contend with poverty and misfortunes as long as we remain in this 
life, and what we shall have to " battle the watch** with in the next the Lord only knowsL Yoa 

t Thii letter does Dot exhibit much foresight or sagacity on the part of Mr. Van Bareo. He expected that Ctsy 
and Adams would withdraw after the Caucut, bat taey didn*t. He bad *' no fear aa to the reauh*'— thst ia, ht wet 
quite lare that Crawford would be elected President. In hit next letter to Hoyt be aays : " I have at no time donbled 
of our complete loccess." His candidate fot 41 votet outof 261— Hind Adama, whom he describes [No. 138.J 
a* " unable to keep the field." became President, and would have been re-elected had he stooped to buy the trai- 
dinf politicians and prostitute his office to party pur|>o«es, aTarioe, ambition and intrif ue, as Van Buren aftarwaids 
did. In the above letter. Van Buren praises Noah. In Jnlv, 1838, Noah, thro* bis Evtmog Star, aniiaeabis 
** Old Democratic Friends in Tammany,** with a aketcb of his friend, in these words : 

** Yoo may remember when in 1817 we ran up the Bucktail flag we had but eighteen men with ns In the Lenila- 
tare, and with only three presses in the State we opposed Dewitt Clinton, on the grounds that be had opfMoiS the 
war, and run against James Madison fttr the Presideney, and in three yean we carried the State. Where waa Maitia 
Van Buren at that time 1 With the democracy — with the War party — with the Madisonians ? No such thing. He 
was hangmg on the skirts of Mr. Clinton : ana here let roe remind you that hanging on the skirts of eminent men 
baa been the peculiar feature and secret of Mr. Van Buren*s advancement. He was elected to the Senate oa a Clii^ 
tonian ; ha moved in the Convention to have Clinton's nomination as Uovemor made unanimous ; he bung elowly 
to his skiru until ha saw the current setting against him, when he dropped oflT and tacked himself to the tkiits of 
Tompkins, and when Tompkins retired, he got hold of the skirts of Roger Skinner, Perley Keyea and Silaa Wr^t, 
and clambered into the Senate of the U. States much to the annoyance of that disinterested politician. Col. Samoel 
Young. In the Senate he held on to the skirts of Rufua King, until be got inUodoced into ' good society.* He then 
took hold of the skiru of Crawford, and wbeo poor Crawford loot the election of President, and John Quincy Adams 
Bttcceede«l he made two or 4N« grabe at his skbta, but Adams wtire a spencer and Van Buren missed his bold, and 
be settled down quietly in the Senate looking round to see whom he could next ride. like the old man in thestorv of 
Sinbad the sailor. At len^h when it was nMluoed to a eeitainty that Andrew Jackson would succeed, he ereei-ed by 
degrees near him. for the old Chief sraa afraid of Van Boreo, and finally he succeeded in getting him by the button, 
and in this wiiy got into the Cabinet; he then caught bold of the skirU of Eaton, Kendall and Blair, and finallv. 
through their intercessions and effbrta, be crawled into tbt old Generars breeches pocket and be made bim his sue* 



X Mr. Van Buren shows very little aagacitv in this letter. His expectations ta to Crawford were anvthlng Kot 
fialized. Tlie members of Congress ut Washington, contrary to Butler*s reports, fathered by Bowne. deeidad. 1fl| to 
06, out of a body of 361 members, t«) attend no Caucus to dicUie a President Ut the Republic. Van Buren and sixty 
five others held the Caucus, and pretendeo to apeak for tfaa tJnioo, and dictate to the people ; but they nnmbtis^ 
psly oas-fottrth of the whole CongraMBMO, and thtir cssdMif did not stw f«i •• many rotei as tbat Kmith. 
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mention your burineee is again incMaaing a little, which I hope is the caae^ for if it does not, 
where the end of 1824 will &ad us I should not like to undertake to say. 

I understood Mr. Thompson, I think, if the river opened soon, that he should be up again 
before the close of the session ; if be will not be up again / shall write kim about vahai you 
mentioned, and shall also speak eonJidentiaUy to one or two of my friends, myself on the sui. 
jeet!for ANYTHING I CAN DO TO THE PREJUDICE OF [EDWARD] JClVINGSTON 
AND BENEFIT OF MYSELF, I THINK I AM PERFECTLY JUSTIFIABLE IN DO- 
ING, PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT HE DOES NOT FIND IT OUT. 

I think, and have thought all winter, that it would be best for me, after the Legislature ad- 
journs, or after I get my pay, and square the yards here, to go somewhere else and locate for 
the summer, with a view to carry into effect the special order of the day, to wit, economy. 
Should you approve of this suggestion, I will mention Utica ab a place combining both the great 
objects I have in view, economy and improvement. Mr. Lynch says I can get board there in 
respectable boarding houses at the rate of from 16s. to 18s. per week, whereas I pay here 
through all the summer 2^ I should regret very much to leave Mr. Butler, but I know it is de- 
cidedly for my interest to do so, and with your consent and approbation, I feel very much in« 
dined to do it this spring. Charles is going to leave, and is going somewhere in the Western 
country to settle, and I shall have no person to give me any instruction in my studies if I stay. 
Mr. Butler cannot do it, because he is constantly engaged in his own business. The Senate take 
up the Electoral bill to-morrow, and no doubt will treat it as the poob thuig deserves. * * * 

L. HOYT. 

Extracts from a letter — ^Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to Jesse, at New York— dated June 20, 
1824. — ** 1 have commenced reporting regularly for the Mercantile. Charles and me do it together, 
as we formed a parmership before the commencement of the session • * * You say you 
are making a push for the office of attorney to the corporation, and I think your claims 'are good, 
I hope you may succeed — but I presume it is doubtful, as you undoubtedly have to contend with 
powerful opponents, I shall not be much disappointed if you fail — but I would make a grand 
sally to carry my point this time." 

[Ko. 140l] Private. W, L, Marcy to /. Hayt. Slop the American. A cure for Adamsism, 
Albaky, 22, March, 1824. Dear Sir: I now take the American, and wish to discontinue it. 
I have presumed to trouble you to call or send to the office of that paper, pay the balance I owe, 
and direct it discontinued. I owe for the country psper from the 9th September last. Enclosed 
I send two dollars. The account may be a few shillings over. If you will hsve the goodness 
to psy it you will much ohlige an old friend. The attack upon Mr. Malloryt is by every body 
regarded as cruel and savage, and has called forth an universal burst of indignation. I am gene, 
nlly very indiiierent to these paper shots, but my long intimacy and sincere friendship for the 
judge make me feel in a very lively manner this outrage upon as pure and spotless a character 
as ever lived. I hope this proceeding wiU cure him of his Adamsism. 

Yours sincerely, W. L. MARCY. 

Sinaim' Sudam feels grateful for Mr. Hoy^s favorable epinum of hia political conduct, 
[No. 140a.] John Sudam, Senate, N. Y. to Jesse Hoyt. 

AI.BANY, 11th April, 1824. — My Dear Sir: / thank you for your favorable opinion, and for 
your approbation of the course pursued by me during the present session. It has been an arduous 
one, and all I can say is, that / have discharged my duty fearlessly, but conscientiously. Your 
letter has been delivered to the Governor. Excuse me for not writing more at large — we are 
upon the eve of breaking up, and are very full of business of every description. The section 
you sent me has passed into a law. Yours cordially, t JOHN SUDAM. 

1 1 piwume that Mr. Marcv mtm to Jame* Mallwy, one of the 17 tenaton who oheyi Van Boren*s commandt, 
to TOta down tlie bill from tbe Avembly giving the people the choice of elector* of President and Vice Piesiden^ 
and for other meaauret in contempt of tbe demooratio principle 

t John Sadam, a elerer lawyer, who resided at Kingston, Ulster county, N. Y., was elected to the Senate of tbe 
state, of which he soon became an active and popular member. He had been an efficient and lealous federalist— < 
had bad a political quarrel with Van Buren-— e ci>aJlenge to fight a duel had passed between them, but it dido*t take 
place — and had betsn an ardeat supporter of Clinton, but wheeled suddenly round, in 1890, into the front ranks of 
that great statesman's most active opponenu. He was one of the 17 senators who, in 1824. voted t» prevent the peo- 
ple from electing the electors of Piesident and Viee-Prastdent, and to oust Clinton from the canal board— end that 
same year he sat as chairman of the important committee which very slightlv inquired into and exposed the mon- 
strous iniouity practiced on the people and the legislature, in obioining a cbarter for the Chemical Bank, N. Y. 
Tbe question was taken on the passage of the biu, March 3d— yeas 18--oays 13— lost. The same question was 
again taken— yeas 1^— nays 12— carried. Honest Jasper Ward was a vea. and when tbe vote cume up next Nov. 
ibr a reiieal he and Bowman bulted. Budam, Chirk and Bronson. who had all voted yea (Sudam having voted 
so twice, then wheeled round to the veas.) were tbe committee of inquiry. Why was not even one opponent ap- 
pointed 1 Clark, Bowne. Greenly and Reyes, voted net U repatU the eharter— Wright, Earll, Bronson and Dudley wei« 
for repeal — but Lieut. Gov. Root decided that a repeal required two-thirds, and the bank stands. Mr. Sudam died ia 
Albany, April, 1835, aged 54 yean— and Hoyt was acting in chaimelw wbaa ba tspnsiad gratitttdf for Sadaa'a 
rapreheaaibia oo&daet n th« spring leiaioa 91 iSQiL 



&00 ^AH AtTRfiK AKD ^88i— -A tOMN^T SbtTTd— CAfilirST SfiCftfitft. 

i-Vre Epistles from M, Van Bwmi to /. H^tft^^a eiml letter and deertkin 9ett for * a prodi- 

giou 8 fellow* — an attack on Calkoun^^an attack on eelf expected — helping the Telegr^h^ 

endoreing Je8ee*e paper — Master Haffne. 

[No. 141.] Washington, Dec. 29, 1826.— My Dear Sir: I bought a deezskin vest, at 

the store on the corner of Broadway and Liberty sireet Will you do my friend Mr. Rowan, 

Senator from Kentucky, the favour of purchasing one for him, and sending it down by the fint 

opportunity 7 It muet be the largeet in the eh^, ae he i$ a prodigioue fellow. If you can, 

oblige \amr~^write him a civil letter — he is a very worthy fellow. 

In great haste, your fnend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 142.] Washtnotok, Dec. 30, 1826.— Dear Sir : The attack on the Vice President 
[J. C. Calhoun] hns produced very great excitement. The course pursued will cause it to recoil 
with severity. There is of course not the slightest pratence for the allegation.'' Mr. SatierlM 
Clark of your city is the " gentleman from New York." My friend Judge Rowan is 45 inches 
round the chest. My quondam friend John A. King, whilst here, stayed with Mr. Webster ; 
and when he parted from me, I was so sensible from his manner that he carried advices from 
here which would induce the administration folks to come out against me that I wrote confiden- 
tially to Campbell by the same mail my impressions, and requested General Van Rensselaer to 
look out for it in the American the morning after they left us. The result has, I think, verified my 
conjectures. Say nothing of this as coming from ma. In haste, your friend, 

M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 143.] Washington, Feb. 3, 1827.— My Dear Sir : This will be handed to you by 
Mr. Davis, agent of the editor of the National Telegraph, who visits our State to obtain sabscri. 
hers for that paper. Any assistance you can give him in promoting his object will be graiefully 
remembered by the editor, and oblige Your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 144.] Washiwoton, Feb. 3, 1827.— My Dear Sir : Being entirelf free from EN- 
DORSEMENTS now, and my oituation rendering it highly proper that I ohiuld remain so, / 
did not euppose I could have been again drawn into them. YOUR CASE, HOWEVER, 
DOES NOT ADMIT OF HESITATION. Wishing you all sorts of happiness, 

I remain your sincere friend, M. V. BUREN 

[No. 145.] WASRiNaroN, Feb. 7, 1827.— My Dear Sir: This will be handed to you 
by Master Hayne, son of my friend Colonel Hayne of South Carolina. He wishes to come on 
to this place under the protection of some person travelling southward. Do me the fiavor to see 
that the wishes of his father, in that particular, are attended to. My friend Ttiomas Ludlow is 
coming on. Yours, sincerely, M. V. BUREN. 



' Webtter looke black, and Clay looks blue.* 
(No. 146.] C. C. Carabreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Washinwtok, 13th Feb., 1827.— Dear Hoyt: We are carrying all before us. TTe&sfer looks 
BLACK, and Clay looke BLVE, I have subscribed for twenty.five copies of the Weekly Tele- 
graph, at $2 a year. I wisli you would get that number of subscribers for me, and send the list 
to me. It's 80 cheap, you will have no difiiculty in filling up the number. From the price of 
the paper, you will see it is designed for the people. 

Truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 



Van Bvren writes to Jesse from South Carolina, to get Noah to copy his " concise andperspte 
uous'* speech into his paper, and to get it into the Advocate, 

[No. 147.] Senator Van Buien to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 

Columbia, S. Carolina, April 33, 1827. — My Dear Sir : When I left Washington, it was my 
intention to have been back by this time : but the extreme hospitality of the Southrons, has ren- 
dered it absolutely impossible. We shall lesve here on Wednesday morning, and afier stopping 

a few days at Raleigh, ,t and Richmond, make the best of our way home. I have looked 

anxiously into the marriages and deaths for your name, but have not yet seen it in either. You 
will see my remarks on the Colonial Bill. 1 wish you would ask the Editor of the Advocate to 
republish them — and if the Major [Noah] trtsAes to present his readers with a concise and per. 

t It irns duriny th»« journeT, that Van B. and Cambnleny vititod W. H. Crawford in Georgia, and taarain; from 
him that Calhoun, whil« in Monroe'i cabinet, had not approved of Jackson's conduct in th« Seminole war, their 
oonfederatet artfolly commnnicated the particnlar* to General Jackion, and succeeded in causiuf much ill-will be- 
tween bim and Mr. Calhoun. White at Raleith, Van Buren, in replj to a dinner invitation from th* eiUzens, toW 
tJwm, amonfH ^tker ^rueutar •nyingg, thai ** The spirit of eneroaehaient has assumed a new and fki mote ledoe 
tive aspect, and can only be rasistad by the ezecciae of ancommon viitMs." 
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4Miioiif tiiw of that nkfeet, AND IS NOT APPREHENSIVE THAT HE WOULD IN- 
JURE HIS FRIEND MR. CLlNTON.t he might do the eame thing. In haetp, 

Youre. sincerely, M. V. BUREN. 

TTumaa Ritchie* i Party Praetiee-^The Etut Boom Letter. 
[No. I47a.] From Nilee's Register. Vol. 37— 1829-.*30. 

Eztimct of a letter, dated January Ist, 1837, and addressed to, and pablished by, the Editor of 
the Richmond Enquirer. 

** This being the day on which the President's House is thrown open to all visitors, I went, 
aiAong others, to pay my respects to him, [Mr. Adams ;] or rather, I should fairly confess, I 
went to see the East Room, for the furnishing of whieh we had voted twenty five thousand dol- 
lars at the last session of Congress. I was anxious to see how that amount of famicnre could be 
stowed away in a single room, and my curiosity was folly satisfied. It was truly A GOR- 
GEOUS SIGHT to behold ; but had too much the look of REGAL MAGNIFICENCE to be per- 
fectly agreeable to my old republican fecUngs." — Richmond Enquirer, Jantf. 4, 1827. 

Remaeks. — Mr. Ritchie was instantly charged by o±er presses with having published a ma- 
licious falsehood, there being no truth in the aU>ve. Did he hasten to make amends 1 So far 
from doing so, it was four months (April 27, 1827,) before he could be induced even to try to 
excuse himself by saying that ** The account to which the writer refexs was forwarded to us by 
one of the most intelligent and distinguished members of Congress." 

If a member of Congress reslly made him his dupe, by telling him a wanton and malicious 
lie, to injure another, why did he not expose him to his eoii8tituents» and why allow the untruth 
such a long eircnlation 7 la it thus that the Union is to be used to give the mgnal to 500 servile 
or uninformed party prenesT Is this democracy? In August, 1829, the Editor of the Tele- 
graph attacked Mr. Adams on 'tother side. " It is well known (said he) that thro* Mr. Adams's 
aristocratic pride this elegant room [the East Room] was left unfurnished,'* d&c. What an evil 
it is to have editors in power, and influencing the people, who, like Ritchie, Noah, Croswell« 
Blair, and their employers, say " all's fair in polities,'* and act accordingly I 

Exchanging a Carriage — an Apology for one cent of Postage. 
[No. 148.1 Letters, Martin Vui Buren, at N. York, to Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany. 
New York, June 2, 1827. — ^My Dear Sir : Will you do me the favor to get Dennis or some 
one else to clean up my harness and Phaeton, and send tham to me by one of the boats, with 
direetions to give me the earliest iiilbrmation of its arrival. I want to exchange it here. I can- 
not pay thepootage of thio [12| eenls] hut wiU repay it among your other expenceo. Excuse me 
for troubling you, and write me. Ypur friend, ^ M. V. BUREN. 

[No. 149.] N. Y., June 6, 1827.— My Dear Sir : I have sent a copy of the enclosed 

to Mr. Wilcozon, with directions to advertise anew. The Chancellor would not grant the order 
B. sent by Mr. Butler. Consolt Mr. B. aa to the form of making the amendment, and do it for 
me forthwith. / have no eppertunHy of pacing the poetage of thie [it was one cent] hut you 
wiUf of couroe, keep an account of your expencee in this matter. 

In haste, year friend, M. V. BUREN. 

t By a referanea to Van Baren. Batler, and Croiweiri pierioin Ivtten to Hoyt, aboot Noah, initraetittr him in 
the conne that would host wrre their par p o m , and e oi i inwnding Ms eoaduet ; and alto to Van Buran's lettar to 
Hujrt in Not.. 18S8, (No. ISO.] whore he •ajp* *" I loioly rogtat the hue of Noah'a elaeUon ;** and by calliof to mind 
the fact that Van Buren set aside the elainia of Coddingtoo and many others, in 1899, that, with much diffleoity In 
Washington, be miirht provide for Noah, by the Sarveyonhip, the candid reader will perhaps arrive at the same 
eonelnsion as myself, that Hammond is wrong in his opinion— that Van Bnrea, Matey, Knower, Croswell It Co. 
acted in good faith towards Mr. Rochester, whan thev nominated him at their Herkimer convention, Oct. 1896, as a 
candidate for Governor, in omMisition to Clinton. Clinton was for Jackson — so npw was Van Buren ; all his party 
Capital was thus inveeted. Soehester was the irarm, peieonal, and poNtioal fKend of Clay, and anxions for the 
^-election of Adams— eo was Peter B. Porter of Blaek Bock, whoaddiessed the eleetors in favor of the Van Bu- 
ren candidate, reminding them, and with very good reason too, that Rochester's election would probably give Ad- 
snis the Stale of New York, while Clinton*s might seenre it to Jaakson. Noah had tried to make money, eight or 
•nine years before, by deserting the buektaila^it would be a good trick in Van Bnreo to allow him to appear to 
cone out, of his own accord, for Clinton, against bis own fthe V. B.] party, by wHich means the chances of defeat 
to the Adams candidate might be greatly inereaeed, while Van Buren and his friends would make eapiul on both 
ndes, and teem, to have keni their woni. Van Bnran writee firom Booth Cnrolina to Hoyt, in 1637, to get Noah to 
insert hit speeches, " if he m not apprehensive it would ii^ttfe bis fHend, Mr. Clinton.'* There's something of the 
•Qeer in this saving clause— Croewell went for Rochester, who was defeated : Noah for Clinton and Jackson — many 
of Van Buren's confidential friends, at Albany and elsewhere, were against Roehestef^Hind when the tug came in 
1^, Noah, Van Buren, Croewell, Wright, ftagg, and the ami'Adaae men, were found polling steadily one way, 
«tt& S. Sw v twut, roa ran eroiu. Noah's bitternesi lowaidt Van Bnreo, in 1834 to 1841, was probably in a 
(Treat measure owing to the impression he had, that has useful duplicity bad not received a twitaUe reward. Then 
M at mesent, a very good underetanding reestablished ; and Van Buren and Noah, as they deserve tu be, are again 
frieods. Clinton, as Governor, had 38S0 votes over Roeheeter ; and Pitcher, the buektail nominee, was returned 
^th hira as Lieutenant-Goveraor. ** Bad Roekmter (Van Buren's pretended candidate) boon elected, there i» 
^fHf reeaou to believe (save Hammond) tkat the eotire veU^ftke StmU wemU kmoe been £iven to .4dam«"— and 
Van Bnien writes Hoyt, ^b. 8, 1«», (No. 165.] that Westerrelt, in 1898, had saved their party from defeat by 
preventing pitcher's nomination at Herkimor— cAe ««y men tkey pretended te eepport in 1896. The apathy dis- 
played by some of Van Buren's men, and tho opposition of others towaids Roehestar, having tamed the scale in 
nvor of Clinton, the ClintoniaM ia Ike hgislatore r enaiJtd tkt tMaehny (if m«h we nay oaina it) by voting te 
ntlwt Van Bwfn to tbt U. 8. Seoate, in Feb. 1817. 



i08 VAN BVItSN, WfinSirr, VBtmUCK, KAMUFACTUEBS, KA80NKT. 

[No. 150.] Tuesday morning, June 12, 1897.— I nratt leave heie on Seturdej noni- 

ing, and it* my carriage cannot be aent down ao that 1 can have it b^ Friday morning, it wiU hoc 
be worth while to oend it. 

[No. 151.] New YorlL, June 13, 1827^— Dear Sir: lam detained here by nothing 

aave the carriage ; and, contrary to my letter of yesterday, I wish you would send it down upon 
the receipt of this, if 1 should have to wait until next Monday to exchange it. 

In haate, Your friend, M. V. BUREK. 

[No. 153.] John Van Buren, [Attorney General, dec.,] to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

Niw HATiif, Not. 28, 1827.— Dear Sir : I wish very much to get my rifle here ; and I know 
of no other peroon except fou to whom I con write about it, I would be very much obliged to you 
if yon would have s leather covering made for it, and put it on board of the Constellation or 
Const itution, in charge of the Qaptain ; directed to me, care of Drake & Andrewa, Tontine, 
New Haven. The Captain will aend it over to either of the New Haven boats, and so I will 
get it. I want it very much, and I don't think I shall be home in the winter or I would not 
Uouble you ; it is in my bed room. Whatever the expense is you can get it of Mr. Butler, or if 
you pay it I vnll pay you when I get home. The bullet-mould is in one of the draws of the 
aide board : if not there, I wish you would look for it. JOHN VAN BUREN. 

The Mietaphffoiee of the Committee of Qtngreso on Manufacturegj m 1828. 
[No. 153.] Governor Wright, Waahington, to Jesae Hoyt, Albany. 

[Free, S. Wright, Jr. Rep. in Congreas.] WasnifaTOif Crrr, 15 January, 1828. 

My Dear Sir : A note from the Hon. G. C. Verplanck was received by me yesterday, enclos- 
ing a letter from youiaelf, together with a particular reference to the Committee on Mannfac- 
turrs, of which I am a member, of a anbiect very neariy and deeply intereating to the Committee, 
as well as to the farmers and manufiicturers of our beloved country ; to wit, the subject of ila- 
mestic eonoumption. 

You propoae to him to refer it to me " as one cfperoont and papem, properly belonging to the 
Manufacmring Committee.'* It may do very well as one of the ** papers properly belongmg to 
the Committee." But it would seem very cleariy to me, that it is only the evidence i3S •• one of 
the pereone'* properly belonging, &c., as you cannot have forgotten that the *< paper'* had re- 
ceived " an envious rent," which you say was " from an Adamo Woman,** Now this AdmmM 
Woman would appear to be vnore nearly one of the persona, aa poa sean ing evidently the abiKty 
of proving to the committee the facts in relation to this branch of eonoumption. But whether 
or not this conclusion be strictly correct, another follows directly from a view of the <* paper" 
itself, and which it is passing strange you should have overlooked. The repair oi thia ** envious 
rent,*' you say, was immediately made " by the moat delicate fingeri that could be possibly en- 
liated in the cauae of the Geneiml !** Thia repair ia manifeat and presenta of itself a delicate 
specimen of domestic manofactore, hnportant to the comfort^ economy^ and independenee of thia 
republican government. Now if it had occurred to you, that the object of the Committee ia not 
only to procure uoeful epedmena of domeatic manufacturea, but also the pvroonal attendance he- 
fore the Committee of the individual practical manufacturers themselves, that they may see and 
learn at the aame time, yon cenainly would not have omitted to forward the names or name so 
directly rendered material, to enable the Committee faithfully to discharge their important truat. 

We have no newa here. I shall at all times be extremely pleased to hear from you by letter. 
In much haate, I am very ainoerely your friend, and humble aarvant, SILAS WRIGHT, Jr. 

£Uctieneering — Mr, Clay a Maoon of rank — ^Potnaetl** Mexican Maoonry — To J. Q, Adama 
a Maoon ? — Martindale on St ao e ry • Chdum C, Verplanck, 

[No. 154.] Gulian C Verplanck, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

Washington, Jan. 23, 1828.— Dear Sir : I have just been told by a distinguished Western 
member that Mr. Clay is a Maaon of rank. He has been in Lodges, Chapters, &c., with him. 
Cannot this be so used with Clay's friends in our Western District, or vrith the people, aa to di- 
Tert that question from mingling with the Presidential one 7* 

* Galian C. Verplanek thowt no laek of taet in what ii called deetiooosrini;. Ha was the whif candidate for 
Moyor of New York in 1834. and eamt within 191 Tolee of defhatinf C. W. Lawrence, thoiwb the prerloos demo- 
oratJc majority had been flOOO. He mnat be well adTaneed in yean, for he waa married bj Bishop Hobait in 
1806. Manr rean linee he wai inToIved in a dispute aboot Trinitjr Church which did not increase his fHend^hip 
Ibr Ouremor Clinton. As * Abiraeleck Coody,* in 1814, he wrote powerflil essa?« in defence of the war. and at- 
tacked Clinton Mrith great severitf— snd afterwards Joined the buckuils afainst him. In IAS), at the Herkimer 
Conrention. he nominated Van Bores for Goremoi^-aappofled Jackson Ibr President— and onljr joined the oppo- 
sition when the bank veto and deposit questions came ap, and the yrcat republican party tiled olf to right and left 
as whig! and democrato. He has been in Congrass and a fltote Senator— is disthigaished in the walks of litora- 
tttrfr«>-and, with Levi Beardsley and Bamael Yonng. has proved himssif a friend tohiseoaiiCry br hii eilbrtoto ex- 
imid the blastings of edaeatisB aad iaoiass OMltalfeiMwWge thivNiffhotit ths kad.; 
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Mn Poinsett's nuuonie interference in Me^ic^n afTairSi a miniater appointed and supported by 
Adams, might also be used.* 

1 have written to Baylies to ascertain if J. Q. A. [John Quincy Adams] is not also of the pro- 
scribed secret association. 

1 have nut time to add more by this mail. Suggest these matters to those who will use them 
to advantage. 

Martindale has made a singular display, reading a long sermon against slavery, with great 
emphasia and gesticulation. 1 am yours, G. C. V. 

BegrtU Climton*9 death^^What could tee have done mth him 7 — He might have oppoeed Jack* 
eon — My friend Lawrence — Help Judge Hoffman, 
[No. 155.] James Campbell, Surrogate » N. Y., to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

Nbw York. February 92. 1828..— Dear Sir : I was very much schocked when I heard ot Mr. 
Clinton's death, and I confess to you, that I sincerely recret it. 

Important consequences are likely to follow from this event ; but whether favorable or preju. 
dicial ia difficult to determine. It was certainly a very embarrassing question to decide in what 
way Mr. Clinton was to be disposed of at the ensuing election. He undoubtedly would have 
been a candidate for Governor, and in this case could the Republican party have been prevailed 
on to support him ? I am of opinion that they could not. Mr. Clinton then, finding himself 
opposed by our party, would he or his friends cordinlly co-operate in the support of General 
Jackson 7 In such a state of things, the probability is Uiey would have opposed Jnckson, and 
the intolerance manifested towards them would have been urged as an excuse for their condijct; 
By the death of Mr. Clinton this danger is avoided ; but then it may give rise to others not leas 
aerioos and formidable. In the selection of a candidate for Governor, every kind of artifice will 
be resorted to by the Adams party, to distract and to throw us into confusion : and it is only 
by effecting this that they have any chance of succeeding.t 

* Joel Poin9«tt of South Carolina wai Consul General of the U. 0. at Boenoi A vrM in 1813, and had field official 
atatioo there for yean " in the same line of busineti (uys the Baltimore Federal Republican) ■■ John Henry fol- 
lowed in the U. 8., vie : soandinf the diipoiition of the pteople, and holdinf cot eneooraitement to disunion.** He 
was afterwanhi sent to Mexico where he ousied bimself in the establishment of Masonic Lodfes, the chorters for 
which he obtained from the U. S. The Mexicans chained him with beiof an artful disturber of their political sys- 
tem ; and in due time he asaomed his proper position as Miirtin Vao fiuren's war secretary. Poinsett began nis 
education In Connecticut, and finished it in London and Edinburgh. 

t Mr. Clinton, whether in life or death, was evidently a cause of uneasiness to Van Buren and hi^ followera. The 
following letter from Silas Wrirht to Ma rtio Van Buren was published in the Workinjtman's Ad vncnte. Albany, 
Oct. ]fl30 — and show* what Wright's riews were at the time he wrote it. GovemoT Clinton could not have nomi- 
nated Heman J. Redfleld as oireuit judge of the western district, for he was one of the ITsenators who had set pvhhe 
aentiment at d^anoe in 1834, to please Van Buren and elect the intolerant candidate. Crawford. It la one of Van 
Buren*s rales, that, as, by adherence to him, his political friends may sometimes have to act dishonestly and un- 
justly towards the people, he (V. B.) will stand by such paity instruments, if nsefnl. and uphold them ogninsttho 
people. It was on this monarchical principle of Charles I and II, that Wright spoke of BedfieM. So, too, when tbt 
people*s representatives removed Flagg, Van Buren made him a P. M., and there are hundreds of similar cases. 
IaUw, SUa9 Wright U Marti» Fan Bum^ ITAsAangteik 

Albint, April 4th, 1896. 
Mt Dkas Sift '.—The time for our a4Joumment is now fixed upon, and we shall soon have done what shall at 
all be done to prepare for our fiill contest. Much alarm and excitement is preralling, not only here, but in New 
York and elsewhere, from the course taken by Noah, and by the allegationa that some of us with yourself, are in- 
clining to join with Mr. Clinton against the National Administration. These allegations hare been more or less 
made for some time, but did not become loud or efTective until the Adrocate came out a^ you will have seen. 
Many of our strong friends are fenrfiil, and nearly all of them cannot under any terms be brought to join Mr. Clin- 
ton, or to consent to endeavor to sustain oniaelves without running a candidate for Governor against Clinton . If 
he had nominated Redfleld as Judge of the 8th Circuit, and taken any ground, the raanh might have been diflerent, 
but now I think it nerfe^y fixed. My object, therefore is to infonn you truly what I think will be done ; what 
course i have myself consented to ; and what coune will, in my opinion, alone save us from an entire division and 
Ikilore at our next election. A caucus will be held by oor fneods in the Legislature before our adjournment ; the 
time and place of holding a Sute Caucus will be fijMd upon, to oqnsist of delegates from the cnunties eoual to 
their representation in tlw Assembly, an address recommending tlie holding of such a caucus issued, and the de- 
clared objecu of the caucus stated to be dre nomination of a Governor sind Lieut. Governor. Thus, 1 expect we 
shall leave this subject aud this elty. You will readily ask what man can we offer to such a convention 1 If 
you should ask what men want to be oflhrad, I ooald answer yoo more eaailv. Tallmadge, Young, etc. But it is 
much more difficult to say what man we ought to oftr to sues eaueus,aDd through thMi to the electors. Your 
colleague, [Nathan Sanford] however, is more talked of now by our friends than any other man. Tallmadfre Is the 
candidate of a very few of the Adams men, hut they wouM probably bo pleased to exchange him for Panford. 
What may be the state of thtncs next fall it is now impossible to predict, hot if the feeling which we leave here 
should remain, Ithrak there is Tittle doubt he will he nominated by oor frienda. We are not unaware of the appear- 
ance which running him will give abrood, nor of the unplenaant situation in which you may suppose yourself 
placed by this coume. But my reflection and the appearances in the Btafe have induced me to believe that no 
other measures will he so likely to give us the power of the Blafee when moat we shall want it. I admit if we could 
hold our election without any relarenee to the question of Oovenior, il would probably be better for us. But it ia 
perfectly settled that if we do not fat up a candidate against Clinton, the Adams and Clay part of our friends will, 
and such a candidate the great body or our poUtioal friends thtooghont the State would enlist themselves to sup- 
port against Clinton. If then we should favor Clinton, there would be an eflTectual split in our ranks which could 
not be healed. If we should not fiivor Clinton, our servioas would be retjuired for the opposite randidate. who- 
ever he might be, or we ihould be oqoally saipecled and opposed. Again, if we should not &vor Clinton, his friends 
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My Friend Lawrenee called on me to-day for the 6i«t time aince the receipt of the news of 
Mr. Clinton's death : altho' previoualy scarcely a day elapsed without his paying me a visit. I 
suspect he deferred his call antil he had time to commonicate with Washing^n. I was not long 
before I inquired of him whom we should have for Governor, when, as I expected, he promptly 
answered, Nathan Sanford. 

Whilst you are staying at Albany, may it not be in your power to make some interest with 
the Lieut Governor and Senate in favor of oar fHend Hoffman t Had Mr. Clinton snrvived, 
there is good reason to believe, that he would have nominated him for the office of Recorder ; 
but under the present order of things, I suppose there is but little prospect of this. If, however, 
the new Court should be established, might not Mr. Hoffman have a fair chance of being ap- 
pointed its Chief Justice, if proper ezertiona were made 7 Write me a letter on the sabject of 
his prospects for this or any other siniation, so that I may show it to him. If he conld obtain 
SOME COMFORTABLE PLACE, it would afTord me a great deal of satiafaction. 

Let me know when it is probable the Lientenant^Goveraor will make his nominations. I en. 
closed your last to Van Buren. Yoois, respectfully, JAMES CAMPBELL. 



AntuMasonry — Saratoga doctored to death — Vote of the Slate — large Ma^oritiew OMif uteful 

on the score of Bete — Broome , a crazf CounUf — Southwiek oet vpaoa Deevif Duek'-^Sare re* 

grete for the loea of Noah*8 Election, om the Native candidate, 

[No. 156.] Martin Van Buren, Governor-elect of N. Y., to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Albany, Nov. 8, 1828. — My Dear Sir : I thank you sincerely for your several communica- 
tions. They have been a source of both pain and pleasure to me — the latter on account of their 
contents, and the former on account of the extreme difficulty I have had to make out what their ' 
contents were. You would certainly correct this, if you knew how extremely painful it is to 
your friends. I would have written to you before, but have had no time to eat my meals. My 
houdo has been run down by my friends, at one moment flualied with victory, and the next fright- 
ened out of their senses, and frequently without cause for either. 

Laying the efforts of Anti-masonry out of view, and of which we have as yet not much be- 
yond rumour, the election has been a real old fashioned ninety-eight fight. Everywhere, as far 
as ascertained, we have succeeded in democratic counties by overwhelming votes, and lost m 
counties that were formerly fedeml by small m^orities. Saratoga was doctored to death if it is 
lost, which is not certain. The name of Adams, and the character of the discussions, have brought 
old feelings into entire and efficient operation. The result, according to my present knowledge 
and belief^ has been (under the circumstances) signally triumphant. The following vote npon 
the electoral Ticket I regard as absolutely certain. If there are any mistakes in it, in your part 
of the State, you can, of course, correct it. Queens and SufUblk, 1 ascertained. — Kings 1 do. — 
New York 3 do. — Westchester and Pumam 1 do. — Dutchess 1 do. — Orange 1 do. — Ulster and 
Sullivan 1 do. — Greene and Delaware 1 do. — Schenectady and Schoharie 1 do. — Herkimer 1 
do. — Otsego 1 do. — Onondaga 1. We have only partial returns, and they are fevomble. I can. 
not think there is the slightest doubt of this County. Ascertained. Cayuga 1 ascertained. — 
Chenango and Broome 1 do. — ^Tompkins and Courtlandt 1, not ascertained, but without the 
slightest doubt — 17. 

Now, I have not time to speak of the chances in the other districts; you must make them oat 
from the papers. For myself, I should think good luck alone would give us a few more, and I 
shall be egregiously disappointed if we do not get 30 at the very least. You need not believe 
their stories, for they have not the slightest respect for truth in most cases. We shall therefore 

woold not favor lu in Congran, 8«n«t« and Anambly tiekaU, the nicceit in which would be the onlj o^tinoiir 
declining to hnve a candidate for Qovwnor. Should we derline to rapport the candidate run against dlfnton be- 
came he was friendly to Adams, this would inevitably induce the friends of that candidate, two-thirds of whom, 
■o far a* the 8ute is concerned, would be ftiends, not only to run Congreas, Senate aSd Assembly tickets, but to 
mn them pledged to Adams. In any event then, from thn state of things, it does appear to me, that we should be 
between two fires without the least prospefltofesoaping the flames, tiuUedtf bringing ^tAttpoU. We should put 
ourselves precisely in the situation the ftdeiaNsU of this State have been in for years past, acUng under colors not 
onr own, and doing journey work. But suppose we take up your eolleague and make him our own candidate. 
He is here considered republican ; by the Adams men be is eonaidered an Adams man, and by us, in truth, not 
much diffbrent. Hut would not the very ikct of Uking him up, virithout reftrenoe to his feelings in regard to na- 
tional itolities, and purely on the ground of deraoeraey. draw after it, aa a neeetsaiy oonsequence, the acquisition 
of the administration strength of this State, while the Question of natioBal politacs would not be dimwn into a for- 
mation of our Congress, Senate and Assembly tickets 1 * » * « 

Again— I have thQuvht, and still think, taking the fitture praepecta for four years, of what will be the stute of 
national politics, that 1 bad rather have your enlleague rSenfordJ hme as Qovemor, than where he now is, and 
should we have the power next winter, I think we eonld better fill that phee for the futoie contest. So much in 
the most perfect baste, as my reason for eonsenting and advising to the eoniie I have pointed out to vou, as to our 
state election. If I am wrong, write me and tell me so, as fmnkly as I have given you this tedious, ill-digested de- 
tail . If you can [at J all concur in these view*, nhuie endeavor to fofluenoe year colleague to hold himselfwiiliog to 
eerve his friends in the way here sugiested. Do not by tliis letter snapeetthat any ehanaes in mv feelings, or 
those wrth whom I have acted, has taken place fovomble to Mesars. Clay, Adaaw, 4t Co. It is not so. ♦ • ♦ • 
You will consider this IcUersAvntiielveonfideatial, ♦ ♦ • WithaeatimMtiofthswanBest friendship,! am. dee. 

e,W]UaBT,Jr. 
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have ▼oteaenoQgh to pat Jtckioii's election out of aU qvevtioB, and WHAT 18 OVER IS OlUrY 
IMPORTANT ON THE SCORE OF BETS.* 

Oar Governor and Lictu. Governor's nnu^^n^y ^^ ^ knmeme. The only 4 towns in 
Broomet (A CRAZY COUNTY) have given, me a unanimous vote, viz. 1000, and the otben, 
it is supposed will not reduce that. ' Everywhere I get the true party vote, and in many places 
Souihwiel^B vote toiU be large* We shall have nearly 3000 in Ulster and Sullivan, and be- 
tween 1500 and 2000 in Cayuga ; we have caihed our Senators in 4 districts, and have a good 
chance to carry them in most of tbe othen. Our nwjority , in the Assembly will be as large 
as is desirable. Contending, as we have done, against Federalism, revived Anti-masoniy, and 
Money, I am satisfied with the result. I SORELY REGRET THE LOSS OF NOAH'S ELEC 
TION, AS WELL AS ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, AS ON ACCOUNT OF THE COST 
UIS ELECTION HAS BEEN TO THE PARTY ; but one point is gained, viz : he must be 
satisfied that hit frienda kavtt with their eyes open, wetained a great etruggle, and run much 
hazard on hie aeeount, I hipe there wiU yet be eome way found out of doing something for 
him. 1 shaU be down on Tuesday. In the mean time, show this m my friends Bowne, Ver- 
planek, Hamilton, and Cambreleng. Tell Verplanck I have no doubt you was as much fright- 
ened as he says, and am quite certain that you have as much pluck as you claim. Remember 
me to Mre. Hftyt, and believa me to be, Yours, cordially, M. V. BUREN. 



[No. 157.] John Van Bnren to L. Hoyt, at Albany. 

New Yohk, Nov. 13, 1828. — Dear Sir : You will confer a favor upon me, by having that 
email trunk in which Pa keeps his valuable papere, fif^., sent up to Mr. Butler's as soon as pos- 
sible. I neglected doing so when I left. As far as returns are received, we have three votes 
certain in Maryland, with a chance of another double district. Our friends here all claim Ohio, 
with perfect confidence. The returns from there are very fiivorable. JNO. VAN BUREN. 

[No. 156.] Judge Edmonds to Jesse Hoyt. 

Hunsoii, November 26, 1628.-«'Dear^6ir: I am antsious to see Mr. Van Bnren aa soon as he 
returns from New Yorli. Will you be so good as to infom me whether lie has yet lemmed ; 
and if not, drop me a line as soon as he does return. By so doing, you will oblige, 

Your friend, J. W. EDMONDS. 

[No. 159.] t J. A. Hamilton to Jesse Hoyt, Wall street, N. Y. 

Nov. 28. Private, — Dear Hoyt : Campbell informs me that you hold a part of the money 

oollected from the Auctioneers, nnappropriated — ^if so, I wish you not to part with it, inasmuch 

as I advanced $200 to Targee to send to Albany, which he promised roe should be repaid out 

of the fiist money he should collect. He now informs me that he has not funds to pay me, &c. 

* Piesdeot Van Boien doM not think a laim sMhiority of the people, m todicaUTt of gnlon on men and nMsmw, 
of the least eooMqoonco. If Jacloon fa safe, and tbe chance of the party to ehiteh the plunder, tbroo|rh htm, 
** what b over is only im|iortant on the seoce of beU.** Gov. Wriglit, in iiis message to the Leeislature of New 
York. Jan. 1845, furnishes a very svitable eommentory upon this gaublisg, betting propensity of the Van finion 
ftnily. in these words : 

** Another point of mneh more serious comphlat, is tfceexfentive and rapidly inereasinf praetjee of bettiiwopon 
electioM, and the interested and selfiBh, and eorropCiog teodeacies which it exerts nnon the election itself. These 
improper and eorrupting influences have made themselves roanit'esl to the whole body of our f/eeoien, and consti- 
tute a theme of almost universal complaint. U|>oo the party to the wnger. they are all controlling. His ear and 
his mind, ftom the moment his monev is staked, are cloied against argument, or reason, or examination, either as 
to the auostions involved, or the candidalea pioMoted for his suffimge. He mnst so vote and so act as to win his 
bet. and the welfare of the country becomes an entirety secondary coosidemtion. Hi> appeals to all over whom he 
may hope to exert an influence, ore to save himacif from low, nnd help him to win the money of his opponent, not 
to examine and inquire how they may best ■erve their country by their votes.** 

" Tbe suggestion.** continues Oovemor WtigfaU ** most likely to arrest tlie piaeti^ of betting. Is to nake it nan- 
iihahU crininnlly ; to subject the parties to every bet made upon the result of an election, to indictment, and vpon 
conviction, to punishment by a tine, tn be graduated by the amount of the wager, and to all the cmt* of the prose- 
cution. Tbe deleterionv influent of this s^ieeles of gambling upon the pnbllc morals alone, woold, it appears to me. 
Justify the passage of a law which should make it crimhinL And when its corrupt and ooirapting tendeneles anon 
nor flections, npoo the free and pro}ier exerciM of tbe elective franchise ; when iu Influence to bring tlie impniper 
expenditure of money into a political canvass, and to apj)ly it under Uie «i««|ier..te impulse of a gambling spirit, are 
considered, I cannot doubt that the moral and political asiiect of the evil will fully justify its classification as a 
crime and its ponishment as sneh.*' 

t If Broome was crazy, Peter Robinson, her representative, was ouite discreet. He sat as Speaker of the As- 
sembly in 1029, and never missed a bank division during Hie session, but uniformly voted against every saihtv-ibttd 
charter, in the teeth of Van Buren's adviee. 

Jt hare placed this note as of I8W, hut It may be 1832. or anv other year, after th* November campnign in 
New York. Was the Auctioneers* monay, aa electioneering tax levied by the party in power, from that class of 
persons, because privileged 1 Hamilton was verv sharp and close about ra&h, foes, dec. Were tho fixN) 9«nt to 
Albany by Targee. on account of a contract fund to manuruclure public opiuion for the Stote, as the oflloial 
printing is to Ritchie, nnd as it was formerW to Blair and Rives, to enable them to cmplov and direct men of tal- 
ent at Washington how to manohictuffa pohlie sentiment, to be foewarded tbrongh the Cnited Sutes, and echoed 
by hiied. servile, and uoprincipleil pcoMes. A>r the benefit of a party bound togHher by the piooder of the people and 
the neglect of useful reforms ? If not— what was it 1 '^"'" 
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&c.. the end of all which ii, Aat I am not to be repaid in the maaner I KippQeed. Of the 900 
1 hate but 65, so that there is due to me 9195, and if yon have the whole* or any part of that 
amount, I wish you !o take care of me, a» far aa you can. Talk with Campbell ^ _ _ 

Youffl,d&o., J. A. HAMILTON. 

Am Active Voitr-'^the wmfmiumaiU piUed, 
[No. 160.J Gulian C. Verplanck, M. C, to Jeeae Hoyt, at New Yoik. 
* [Postmark, Washington Dec. 27,] 1828.— I encloee a contribution for the Major (Noah,] 
whose notice of Mr. Herbert I received this morning, and recognize theiein a hand which ia doc 
unknown. The Major's are native wood-notea, but there is a learned melody in &-8 time, 
which will explain to you. It » not only troe that Mr. H. voted ibr the whole Jaekaon 

ticket in the Sth ward, but he did it tietce running, and then obeerved that be was now goin^ over 
to Hoboken, but to-monow he would vote in the first ward, for all the Jackson candidatra 
except Alderman Cebro, whom he could not swallow. TWe ItnU swear to. Please eommani- 
nicate it to the National Advocate. 

Who is to be Mayor T Poor Adams [meaning the then President of the U. 8.] looks ao 
woe-begone and sick that every body pities him. He is wholly altered in person and appear- 
aiice. Yours, G. C. V. 

[No. 161.] Govetnor Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. Albaky, Jan. 4, 1829. 
My I>ear Sir : You need not, I think, have any apprehension about the message. The earliest 
allowable moment will be embraced to send you a copy ; but that cannot be as soon aa you de- 
sixe. I thank you kindly for your letter, and beg you to write me always with equal freedom. I 
cannot consent to contribute by any act of mine to the prevalence of that great political vice, a 
desire to shun responsibility. I shall do the best I can in whatever relatee to my office, mud lemt 
the rendt to PROVIDENCE and the People. Remember me kindly to Mrs. H. and believe 
me to be very ainoerely your Mend, M. V. BUREN. 

Does oar friend L. Smith know that Judge Swanton haa been recommended by the elite of 
the party in New York? I presume it is understood by him and all our friends. I do mtme 
how I can avoid the appointmeiU, 

[No. 162.] Governor Van B-ircn to Jeasc Hoyt, at New York. 
Albaut, Jan. 15, 1829. Do me the favor to find out the reaidence of Mr. Forman, and give the 
enclosed to him. You may ascertain it from Mr. Newbold, or Catlin, or Chancellor Kent. 

M. V. BUREN. 

BuUer and the Attorney GeneraUhip-^the Clinton BtU—Coddington^e advice^Wetterwlt, Ha- 
vens, MJanlep — PoHtics found even m JPhysie, 
[No. 163.1 Governor Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, N. York. 

Albany, Feb. 1, 1829. My Dear Sir : I am distressed by Lorenzo's accounts of your afiiis 
in New York. When will the Republican Party be made sensible of the indispensable neces- 
sity of nominating none but true and tried men, so that when they succeed they gain sotnethingT 
The same game that is playing with you was in a degree played here on the nomination of At- 
torney General. The mUy personal okfectiou -that was made to Mr, Butler, was his eondmet 
last winter in regard to the Clinton Bill, and I believe that every Clintonian in both houses 
voted against him, except Charles Livingston, of whose vote I am advised. Mr. B. depended 
upon your city vote, and wauld have succeeded if he had got it. Cargill, Arnold, Alburtus, and 
Mr. Allen, vgted for him— beyond that nothing is known. I must insist upon yon not mentieo- 
ing my name in connection with this subject in any form. Make it a point, if you please, to see 
my good friend CODDINGTON, and say to him thai J have not been able to follow his ad- 
tiee in relation to the Health appointments, and hope to satisfy him when I see him that I have 
done right. The claims of Dr. Westervelt were, taking all things into the account, decidedly 
the strongest, and much was due to the relation in which he stood to Governor Tompkins, 
especially from one who knew so well what the latter has done and suffered for this State. I 
should forever have reproached myself if I could have refused so small a tribute to his memory. 
Westervelt is a gentleman and a man of talent, of a Whig Family, and a Democrat from his 
cmdle. He was three ymxs in the HospiUl and five years Deputy Health Officer, until he was 
cruelly removed through the instrumentality of Dr. Harrison, who to my knowledge, owed his 
appointment to the unwearied and incessant perseverance of Governor Tompkins. Havens hss 
been at the station but a year and has never seen a case of yellow fever in his life. All that I 
could do for him (and he has not a better friend in the world,) was to aatiafy myself that Dr. 
Westervelt and ihe Board of Health would reuin him in his present station. I cannot dismiss 
Dr. Manley. His extraordinary capacity is universally admitted ; and his poverty, and misfor- 
tune in regard to the new Medical College which he brought into existence but failed to get a 
olace in it, has edited a spnpatby for him with medical men in all parts of the State of nnpre. 
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eedented extent. Mr. Clinton was bo sensible of it that he once actually nominated him for 
health officer, and was upon the point of doing it again the very week when he died. Hi§ fg' 
moval if made could only be placed on political grovnde, and ae he t»aa a zealous Jaekaontmm at 
the last election that could not have been done toithout danger, 

Butler feels leas than any of his friends. Youn truly, M. V. BUREN. 

I had promised not to interfere and did not. 

The Time to Hrike for Coddington. 
[No. 164.] C. C. Cambrelcng to J. Hoyt.— Wishinoton, 7 Feb., 1829. Dear H.— I bmv* 
your Letter for the Major [NoahJ who. has not yet arrived — when he does he shall ha?e it. 
When the time eomee to eirike there is no man for whom I would do more than for our friend 
Mr. C. [Coddington,] none deserves more than he doe?.t You are mistaken — Ohio is for ilsef/. 
I expect loan to hear the result of your ballotings. Very truly yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Van Burerie Neutrality — Marey placed on the bench to save him from rvin — A phyeieian eaveo 
Van Buren'e party, and is paid with an office! — Pitcher, how dangerous ! — Ih, JlTiVtwew— 
Jacob Barker, 

[No. 165.] Governor Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, N, Y. Albany, Feb. 8, 1829 

Dear Sir — It is impossible to judge correctly without a view of the whole ground. Some two 
or three weeks before the meeting of the Legislature, Sudam by letter requested my neutrality. 
I shewed it to Mr. Butler, and, with his approbation, replied, that I would consider it my doty, 
under all circumstances, not to interfere. Bronson's friends had the address to push Dudley into 
the Senate, and MARCY WAS SO SITUATED THAT I MUST MAKE HIM A JUDGSJ 
OR RUIN HIM.t These circumstances gave color to the clamour about Albany dictation, which 
it became necessary to respect. No one was better satisfied than Mr. Butler of the impolicy and 
positive impropriety of my interference, as matters stood. My friend Campbell is eartainly 
wrong if he blames me. He was as anxious to have Maoley retained as to have Hitchcock ap. 
pointed, and the ^^mount of his advice, therefore, was, that I should give the two most valuable 
offices to two old Federalists who never acted with us till lasit fall, and that to the exchiaion of 
n young man who, with all his connexions, have been Republicans in the worst of tfntaa— who 
has already been sorely persecuted, and whose firmness SAVED US AT THE HERKIMER 
CONVENTION— /or, had it not been for the fearless and prompt stand taken by Dr. Was- 
terveU after the first informal ballot, PITCHER WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE 
BEEN NOMINATED.^ After all, it is very doubtful whether he g*>t8 through the Senatt. 

t A friend in New York, who wai well mfbrmed on «aay points, at tbew timei, telb me that Cteddiafton, who bad 
beeo a groeer, besides beinf eoncerned in specelotions wiUi and fbr Um party leadem, had advanced a heavy sum 
in cash, with certain promiies, when, ^. 

} If Van Baieo saved Matey fhim rain by maUnir him a Soprene Coort Judge, Blany's subservience to hisbeselac- 
tor appeals to have been boundless. On the 15th of Oct. 1839. Mr. N. P. Tallmadgc addresied a letter to Cov. Mnrey 
from Poushkeepsie, as follows—" Sir : J have stiited on different occasiorts, thni pretn'out to the extra session of 
Coof ress in 1837, you edviaed roe, at my house, to oppoee the 8ub-Tree«ory Scheme, if Mr. Van Buren sboold 
recommend it ; that efler the extra session, on board of the steamboat, you apunived of my eoune in oppostof it, 
and condemned Mr. Van Buren's in recommending it, and said that you would not endorse it in your messa)re to 
the Lefislature. Such opmions I also understand yon freely expressed to others. 1 wish yon to say, whether 
Tou deny the truth of the abuve sutement, or whetlier, in tlie article in the Albany Argus of the 14th intt., you 
nave authorised or intended a denial of it. ff. p. TALLMADOE." 

Mr. Tallmadge also wrote to Levi Rnbbelt, who had been adJotaM-ganeral, by Marey*s appointment, to state 
what he knew. He replied from Ithaea, Got. 19, **Dear Sir * * * I was in New York at the close of the 
estra aeaeion in 1837, and know that Gov. Marcv was there, and returned smin aAer. A few days after his return 
to Albany, he told me, at his house, that he had returned in the boat with you ; and he then expressed moch gra- 
tification at the course pursued by yourself a«id the Conservatives in Conf^ress. He at the same time, strooflyand 
openly e^tndemned the Bnb-Tieasnry Scheme recommended by Mt. Van Kuren. and expressed his dissatisfiietion 
at the eonrse ■*( the WashinfUin Globe and the leadin|r Loco Focos in this State During the extra session and 
afler it. I hed sevt* ral conversations with Gov. Mnrey. in all nf which he expre«»ed the some views. His opinions 
were freely mode known to ftny of his political friends who wen near him. I was not then a state ofloar, bnt I 
know that a difference of opinion existed between the staU officers in reference lo tlie Bub-Treasury Bcheme, and 
Gov. Marey dtdand to me. lAot on. tho recfptism of tJko epedel nuooage he hoi. in prMcnee of aeveral of the state oM- 
tef»,0pentyea^re»»cdkuduapinvbatum<^fthePr€*idemt'arecmimendalion. ♦ * • LEVI HUB BELL.^ 

Govr. Marey made no reply ; of course he admitted that Mr. Tallmodse bad truly described his lanpua^ and 
conduct Yet Blarcy came out strong in his next annual me»tajr* *he other way. and the Argus abined Tallmadge 
fur Rondiict which had privatelv received Mercy's high approval. What is it that such a character as this will hes- 
itate to do, to secure |iower and iailnence under Folk ! 

^Mark well Van Buren's lanjguoge. He tells his creature, Iloyt, that Westervelt's "firmness BAVBT) U8" by 
preventing the nomination of Pitcher as lient. governor. I*itchei'wns a boekteil. had tteen a member of Congrass, 
and, as Butler elsewhere writes, was a rigidly Aeiie«< man. It was hie high cbamcter. greet kindness of dispoaitieo! 
acd personal popularitv that bad achieved success in 1890, and given to the portv the executive patronage of 
18S6, no mnn accused him of political sin ; his measures while acting as governor, had pleased all elesses ; ** and 
his anpointments (lays Hammond) had been such as would have done honor to any executive.'* Even theConven 
U'oD {q ]8S8| which obeyed Van Buren's nod to set this able, well-tried, and patriotic statesman end /aressr' aside, 
and to name Lawyer Throop, because he was an anti-mason, and ready, (like John Van Buren since,) '* to do any 
body's diit^ work/' unanimoutly voted him (Pitcher,^ the thanks of the denoemo^ of the sute, for the lotegiity 
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Mr. Schenck is oo-opereting with the oppogition in the Senate, and all the old enemies of 
Tompkins, to get him rejected. About one-third of the Senate arc absent, and the probability 
is that he will £ul. If so, I shall not nominate Havens. I Kave been very friendly to him. and 
have done all that was necessary to secure him (with good conduct on his part) in hb present 
place, and I can never lend myself to promote the views of those who coalesce with our enemies 
to sacrifice Republicans, who amy at home, and trust to their friends that they may get their 
places. 1 thould not have given xtfanity lAe o#ce criginaUy if I could have found a competent 
MepuUiatn to take it. But being co:npetent and poor 1 could not think in proper tore- 
move one Clintonian Jackson roan to put in another. Dr, McNeven wa* His onhf competitor. 
Taisee has had as little to do with the matter as you have, and less than Mr. Bloodgood, or 
sboiu as much. I regret the state of afToiis with you. It will work itself clear in the end. 
The general remedy is an alteration of the time of your charter elections. 

Believe me to be, very sincerely your friend, M. V. BUREN. 

Barker yesterday presented his formal oomptalnt against the Recorder. He behaved with 
great propriety ; you must say nothing of my views in regard to Havens. 



Poitmaoter Coddington electioneering for the effiee NoA got. 
[No. 166.] Jonathan I. Coddington to J. Hoyt. 

Niw Yoax, Feb. Idih, 1829. — Dear Hoyt : I have seen Al. Coe, he has signed in your hrm, 
making five ; and he informs me there is no doubt of your getting the eight that voted for yoo 
in cancus— and in addition I have no doubt you will get Lee, which is all that is required. 
Yoo no doubt remember what I told you three weeks before the election of Mayor, That 
Bomno muot and should be the Mayor — that I eeldom failed in tohat I undertook in earnest 
(particularly fat other people — how it will be with myself I know not) in the way of politics. 
The rssttlt will be this in the end. You*ll be District Attorney and Sherman clerk. Noah's 
having gone to Washiogton, seveml of those who voted for liim in caucus have left him, under 
llie impression bo will get something there. His claims are certainly far greater than Sherman's 
atid I have not the least doubt he would have succeeded but for this impression. You may rest 
aarared 1 shall leave nothing undone that can be done fairly and honorably to promote your in- 
terest. General Dufi* Green was elected Printer to the House on Teusday by s majority of two 
rotas, and General Jackson was in the neighborhood and expected in Washington on Wednes. 
day. I observe that our friend Silas Wright, Jr. Esq., has reached Albany. I want you to 
go with Cargill and Arnold to the Chancellor, to Judge Marcy, the Comptroller, and Secretary 
of State. If they do not like to sign my naked applicati<m, you'll please draw up a joint letter 
for them to sign in my favor, addressed to oar fiso Senators in Congress, stating they are per- 
sonally acquainted with me, and recommending me as a suitable person to fill the ofice of Sur- 
veyor and Inspector of the Port of New York. This I want you to attend to without delay, as 
they may get committed. Recollect that T. L. Smith (the Calhoun man,) is a candidate— Kion't 
let him or his friends know that I am an applicant until after we get all the signers we can. If 
any thing of interest occurs I will write yon sgain. Yours truly, J. I. CODDINGTON 



Sunday Morning at St, Tammany — iVeie York Polities. 
[No. 167.] Postmaster Coddington. to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany. 

SUNDAY morning, New York, Feb. 16, 1899.— Dear Hoyt: We had a full meeting THIS 
morning at Head Quarters — Alderman C. of the first was there — also Judge O. (I mean his 
brother Jesse,) Capt. Coffin, &c. &c. We had under consideration the Major's letter from 
Washington, which you'll see in this morning's Enquirer— also your nomination for District At- 
tomey. Alderman Cebra declines signing any paper, but says they know where to find him, 
and is willing to go into a ballot immediately, and would vote for you. Colonel Robert Arnold 
of New Jersey dined with me to-day. He is just arrived from Washington, and informs ms 
that there is no doubt of our friend Governor Van Buren's being Secretary of State. I have 
availed myself to write thus much in time to send you through my neighbour Gideon Tucker, 
who leaves here this morning, for Albany, Very respectfully, &c. J. I. CODDINGTON. 



and ability he had displayed at lient. rovtrnor ; and when they had nejratived General ltoot*t resolutimi to e«n- 
tinfM in oraee the roan who had thai riven anivenal Mtiafaetion, tbej Toted fur Enoa T. Throop at hit lacoenor ! ! 
Ii it not erident that Throop was leorelly leleeted by Van Buren and the regency as a convenient inttrument for 



tinfM in oraee the roan who had that f iven anivertal ■ataafaction, they Toted fur Enot T. Throon at hit tacoenor ! ! 
Ii it not erident that Throop was leorally leleeted by Van Buren and the regency as a convenient inttrument for 
lefulating futare state ole^oos tbroog h a chain or banks, controlled by county juntot of greedy politiciam liis 



ereatores, so that no one wooid be appointed to office but the real nominees c>f the Van Huren, Butler, Hovt, 
Wright and Stephen Allen cabal T Col. Pitcher never forgot the treachery and ingratitude thus manifteted by 
Van Bonn, whose steady and eonsoienttous supporter he had hitherto been. The Morgan excitement was fanned 
bv Van Buren, who was at the bottom of Soulhwiek's nomination. Served as his decoy, to draw olT ftom 
Thompson those western anti-maionic voters who would not support him (V. B.) He (V. B.) had Throop placed 
OS hit neket to eatch for hintuK and his regency as msny anti-ipasonic votes as possible. 
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An Old Hunker of TaiRfnany, elecHoneering for a fat Qjffke. 

[Na 168 ] Jonathan I. Coddington, to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany. 

Ksw York, Feb. 20tb, 1829.~Dear Sir : I am in receipt of your favors of the 16th and 18th, 
and am pleased to learn that Mr. T. L. Smith is not an applicant — ^but really I don't understand 
the impropriety of getting the support of ovr Republican Friends in the Legislature, whether 
from Town or Country. It is not a new thing. I have known it to be done both in this State, 
and also in other States, by persons applying for offices under the General Government. I re- 
memb«r signing for the friends of several of the Country Members the winter I was at Albany, 
but if I recollect right I told you my object in getting the Country Members was not so 
much with the view of strengthening me as it was to prevent others from getting them. I 
shall be perfectly satisfied with any course you and my other friends may think proper to adopt. 
Before tho receipt of your last letter I saw Al. C. of the 1st on Change yesterday. He asserted 
boldly that he would support you for District Attorney. He cannot nor dare not back out. I 
called to-day at Coe's to know if any more had signed, but he had not the j^per, and informed 
me that the Recorder had it — and I intend to see it to-morrow, (would to.day, but for the vio- 
lent snow storm — at least 12 inches has fallen since morning,) and endeavor to get the 9 to 
sign, and I think there is no doubt of getting that number. I observe you wish it kept a secret, 
that our friend the Governor is going to Washington. Why even our opponents know it here. 
. . . As I have got Allen and Bogardns, would it not be well enough to get our other 
two Senators from this district? — This I leave entirely to you to do or not to do. Mnir (Gen- 
eral) tells me that Arnold told him that he had got the Chancellor on, but as you say nothing 
about, tho*t perhaps, he was mistaken. If he has not signed should like yon to get him. . . 
I have one more ftivor to ask yon — ^let me know the day that Mr. Van Buren will probably leave 
Albany for Washington. Your friend, J. I. CODDINGTON. 

[No. 169.] In a long letter of Feb. 23d, 1829, J. L Coddington says he has had a con- 
fidential letter from Washington, announcing who the members of the Jackson Cabinet were, 
hids Hoyt take the list to Gov. V. B. — then winds up*-" I have to renew my request in mine 
of Saturday, which is, that you'll atsertain as near as you can what time Mr. Van Buren will 
leave Albany." 

" P. 8. I open this to say that my Washington letter nya that the general opinion was that 
General Jackson meant to take [care] of his fiirnds. J. I. C." 

James A. Hamilton declares himself a good and true S^)oilsmttn. 
[No. 170.] James A. Hamilton, Actmg Sec. of State, to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
Department of State, [Washington,] March 10, 1829. Dear Sir : I have with pleasure re- 
ceived your letter. As to Mr. Duer, I will say to you, as I said to his brother-in-law Mr. Bun- 
ner — ** While I am not called upon to make an effort to displace Duer, his conduct on an oc. 
casion of great feeling and delicacy, (the controversy with Mr. King about the * Hamilton Pa- 
pers,*) was not such as to occasion regret to me if he should loose his office, or to induce me to 
turn a finger to reUin him." I agree with you entirely in the propriety of making chansBs 
FOR THE REASON YOU SUGGEST. i- » ^ « ««v«* 

With very great regard, your friend and servant, JAMES A. HAMILTON. 



An AppUeaUon for Q#ke-- very hri^ answered, 

[No. 171.] Mr. Sec. Ingham to Jesse Hoyt.— Washington, 11 March, '29.— Dear Sir ; I 
have received yours. TTie District Attorneys have usually been recommended by the Secretary 
of the Treasury— but often the applieations have been made directly to the President As to 
tiie several particulars noticed in yonr favor, I can only say that it becomes us to speak rather 
in action than by words, lest the latter may be misunderstood — the former cannot be. Excuse 
short letters— necessity compels me to be very brief. Yours sincerely, S. D. INGHAM. 

Shail /** get anything in the general seramhlefor plunder .^'— " Fush Uke a DeviP'-^out with 

the Adams men .' 
[No. 172.] Samnel Swartwoufs advice to his anccessor, J. Hoyt. 

Washington, 14 March, 1829. My Dear Jessika : Your very beanUful and intire interatt 
Mig letter of the 8th was received in due course of law. / h^ld to your doctrine fullv, that 

NO D D RASCAL WHO MADE USE OF HIS OFHCE OR ITS PROFITS for the 

purpose of keeping Mr. Adams in, and Gen. Jackson out of power, is entitled to the least lenity 
or mercy, save that of hanging. So vre think both alike on that head. 
i>T^^^PJ?,2?^^«^'^' ^ ®"^^^ ^^T ANY THING IN THE GENERAL SCRAM- 
BLE FOR PLUNDER, remains to be proven ; but I rather guess 1 shaU. What it wiU be is 
not yet so certain; peihapa Keeper of the Bergen light home. I rather think Masea Pomp 
•jttde * emart chMot of gofat icmewlieit, p«*ipi to ^ 
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Tour man, if yoa want a place, is Col. Hamilton. He being now the second officer in the 
Govemnient of the Union, and in ail probability, our next Pmident. Make your suit to faim, 
tlien, and you will get what you want I know Mr. Ingham slightly, and would recommend 
you to PUSH LIKE A DEVIL, if you expect any thing from that quarter. I can do yoa no 
good in any quarter of the world, having mighty little influenob beyond Hoboken. The great 
goers are the new men; the old troopers being all spavined and ringboned from previous 
hard travel. I've got the hots, the fet-lock, hip.joint, gravel, halt and founders ; and I assare 
yutt if I can only keep my own leggs, I shall do well ; bat I'm darned if I can carry any weight 
with me. When I left home, I thought my nag sound and strong, but the beast is rather bro- 
ken down here. I'll tell you more about It when I see you in New York. 

In seriousness, my dear sir, your support must come from Mr. Van Beuirn and Mr. Col. Ham- 
ilton ; I could not help you any more than your clerk ; if J had the ability, rest assured I would do 
it without prompting. Tell Robert Sands that I am offended with him ; he promised to write 
to me and Mr. H. on business, and he has not done it. My best respects to him. I shall be 
home in two or three days. Till when, do all you can to improve your fortunes, and believe 
sincerely Yours, SAM. SWARTWOUT. 

[No. 173.] Senator Dudley to J. Hoyt. 

Wjlsbimgton City, March 14, 1829. My Dear Sir : I have been favored with your esteemed 
letter, dated the 9ih inst. In reply to 3'our question, I will state, that from no other person ex- 
cepting ytiurself have 1 received any communication touching the office of District Attorney. 
Mr. Sanford tells me he has also received a letter from you, and that the office in question, the 
bestowrnent of it, is with the Department of State ; Mr. Van Buren will, of course, have much 
to aay in it, and to whom you observe that you have written. There will not beany removaU 
from office before the Senate adjourm, at least from offices in your city, as I am informed. It 
was expected that we should adjourn this day sine die; but we meet again on Monday, when 
there will, I have no doubt, be an absolute adjournment. The appointments are all announced 
in the papers — the few nominations left to act on are of a military nature — Brevets, dtc. With 
great respect, I am, dear Sir, your faithful and obed*t serv't, CH AS. £. DUDLEY. 

Sutler thinks Hoyt may tvm Van Buren against offiee-eeekera he cannot depend on. We bawl- 
ed for Jackaon when we meant the Spoils ! 
[No. 174.] Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse. Albany, March 17,1829. My Dear 
Brother : I have received your letters of late — those on the subject of District Attorney among 
the rest, and I have seen and read the one to Mrs. Butler* It seems to me to have been labor 
lost, for at the last conversation I had with her about the Washington expedition, she seemed as 
firm in her opposition as ever. What they will ultimately conclude about it, I don't know ; they 
will probably come to no determination at present. I also saw your letter to Mr. Butler. His 
opinions and feelings had undergone a great change about the District Attorney matter since 
he saw you. I met him in at Mr. V. Buren*s Saturday afterno«m, and the conversation be- 
tween us three, who were alone, accidently turned upon that subject ; and Mr. Butler then ob- 
served, that he besan to think quite difTerently about it ; and he now says, what I could not but 
think he would say, that he can do nothing for Duer. He thinks your last letter places the 
subject on a strong ground ; and that sneh arguments, addressed to Mr. Van Buren, would be 
very apt to kindU a proper feeUng of resentment AGAINST A SET OF MEN WHO HAVE 
NOT IT IN THEM TO BE HONEST AND TRUE TO HIM. Mr. Van Buren observed, 
on the occasion that I have mentioned, that he had a letter from you that morning, and that you 
had set about the matter with a very determined spirit. I further understood him to say, that 
he should not interfere, e^ecially to save Duer. Before much had been said on the eabject we 
were interrupted by persons coming in. I am a good deal surprised that Mr. Van Boren can 
be neutral in this, and that he will not lend the utmost weight of his influence to displaeefrmn 
office sitch men as John Duer. He ought to be satisged by this time, that that class of men can 
never be his real or pretended friends, any further than is necessary to promote their own inter- 
est ; but strange as it may seem, I do believe that his fear of the effect of such a meaattre, is 
the only motive that would prevent his conferring on TV. A. Duer, any office within his disposal,* 
You will probably see him when in New York, and you ought then to present your views to 
him in the plainest manner. If we have been struggling for the success of Jackson and the ac 

♦William A. Door, recently Pmidept of Colorabia Collar*. N. Y.. ii a .mndwn of Loid Bdrlinc^oM of the 
Biort eminent of the American generak during the war of the revolution. Hit father, Colonel WilliaSi Doer, mar- 
ried Lady Calbenoe, Lord S>daufhter, and waaa member of the Congran of 17TO.and a signer of the fint feder- 
al con.tuu t.on. WHImm married iSe Hon. W. Deonin.'. yoongert daughter, at Beverley i?Ihitch«. eJ^^ 

u'Tu^X??.' «*• *.'***?fSv.**' *"<* *'*• ^^ '**• l««^n in *• g»«*k anu-war meeting in thatooantv. Oct. 7. iBli at 
which Philo Rugglee, William Bard, William A. Duer. an jThoma. J. Oaklev were elected wytegSi* from the 
fnend* of Peace* to a general anti war eonireiitioD, and Madbon** adminiatratfon censured for rashnLa and wi^ 
^7'. 7.^"^^^ ^ cl<»« 0^ ^ cooteet. howem, he routed the people to take part in the suwi^od & IsS^ 
Z* .A!l'ilL**"J'**'f* ^^ the Albany Regency, through Van Boien'ii lofloenoe ba4 eMrtioos, wa buektafi ji£e 
*w tiM 3id ehremt and aoeepled by an ukmdemoerallc leglslatura, in opposition to Ambrose L. Jorc" ^^™ '^^^ 



legislature, in opposition to Ambrose L. Jordan of RiUboo! 
honthsBoytshadio 



wbobad elway. bMii an active member of the lepobUcwT party, and wa firm sepporSTof U» war Mr Vai 
BoMhaaHoytli«|yitate^wa«t«ltoal>va»ea»wliowiidl4tnietohi«. JohBl^^ ^'^^ 
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fHttifioii 0/ p0Htieal fmper, for the benefit of our opponents, I wish to know it, m that I may 
kmw haw to act hereafter. From the manner in which the President has exercised his power 
thus fiur, I am inclined to thinli that he will go ** the whole Hog." 

Mr. Van Buren left this morning about 11 o^elock. Mr. Builer went yrith him as far as Kin- 
derkook or Hadsun. Write me. Yoors afieetionately, L. H. 

[No. 175.] M. Van Buren to J. HoyL [Post mark, Albany.]— March 17. 1829.— My 
Bear Sir : I will be in New York 00 Friday, and wish you to take lodgings for me at the City 
Hotel. Yours, M. V. B. 

It would seem that no Regency Governor could visit New York, until Jesse had prepared the 
way. On May 9th he had another epistle from another Governor — *' Dear Sir, 1 ehall take the 
steam boat next Tuesday morning, and reach New York in the evening. You will confer an- 
other favor upon me, if you will mention it to Mr. Jennings, that he may provide rooms for me. 

E. T. THROOP.' 

Jeuepuekea * like a devil ' — Hires, for Van Buren, a erose grained vaUt-^To the Victors * belong 
the SpoiW^* We the people '— * the blood of the nunifre '— lAe P. AT.'* Bet-~pul out John 
Duer'-^bold meaettree — Rudolph Bunner ie faitkUeo toua! 

[No. 176.] Jesse Hoyt to Martin Van Buren, Sec. of State, Washinoton. 

Saturday, 11 o'clock, A. M., March 21, 1829. Dear Sir : I am under the necessity of leav- 
ing this evening so as to be in Albany Monday morning at the opening of the Court of Chancery, 
and I presume I shall not be able to see you. The man whom I had spoken to as your valet, 
has called every day this week to see when you was to be in town, but 1 have not seen him 
to-day, but I have left word at my office if he calb to send him to the City Hotel. His name is 
Bryan Farrell, He has good recommendations from Mr. W. B. Astor. He has lived with 
Mr. Prime, from whom I have learned more particularly his character. He is very capable, 
sober, honest — his only fault is his bad temper, ibr which Mr. Prime discharged him — but a 
man who would not suit Mr. Prime in this particular, would never have occasion to exhibit 
that &iling to you, but of this you are to judge. As a general rule it is an objection to a 
servant. He is married, but would leave his family here. This is all I have to say on domestic 
concerns, and what else I have to say is not upon subjects of less importance, but which you may 
(and as the world goes, perhaps justly,; consider as partaking a little of selfishness — but as Mr. 
Richie said the other day in a letter to Mr. Noah, " Mr. Van Beuren must tell the truth to Gene, 
ral Jackson." So I ought to tell the truth to you, and I will do so, at the hazard of forfeiting 
your confidence and good opinion ; for, if 1 have it now I am under serious apprehensions that 
1 cannot retain it long without abandoning all political honesty, consistency, and " straight for ^ 
wardnessy I take it for granted that all who do not support the present administration you will 
not consider your friends ; and of couree will lose your confidence. I have said from the com- 
mencement of the contest that I would not support any administration who would support men 
in power that had contributed to overthrow the democratic party in this State. I have preached 
this doctrine too long, and it has taken too a fboting here, to be easily got rid of. 

This is not only the doctrine in theory, but we require it to be reduced to practice by the servants 
of the people to whom we have temporarily delegated the trust. I speak now the universal sen- 
timen ts of the democracy of this city, and you may rely upon it' no man can be sustained who 
aids ttnd abets in the disappointment of the just expectations of the people on this subject — and 
all peisonal considerations and private friendships must yield to political justice. The leading 
politicians of this city (Mr. Targee and Mr. Bowne excepted) require the removal of Mr. Jona. 
than Thompson ; and Mr. Bowne will put in jeopardy his own situation by attempting to sus- 
tain Mr. Thompson. Mr. Peter Stagg and the appraiser every body seems to take it for granted 
will be removed. We have in this State fought ofi'the infiimous charges against General Jack- 
son and yourself and gave the lie to the authors and publishers of them. To continue those in 
power who contributed to sustaining those charges would but admit the truth of them, and throw 
back a rebuke upon na for contradicting them. This rebuke is unjust and we will not receive it 
with impunity from an administration which WE THE PEOPLE have created. Nor can 
we sanction the doctrine of the administration, or any of its members, buying up its enemies at 
the expense of its friends. '* The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church," and that blood 
which we nnhly shed in 1824 in defending our principles and our party, is still curdled by the 
recoUeetion of OUR SUFFERINGS in thst memorable fight, and we will not now permit it to 
be handed over to the mercy or magnanimity of those who were the cause of its being shed, but we 

UroDf an av«nioD, it W. A^s brot]>«r— cam* toaod to tha boektaik after th« war— belped Van Bar«ii to injuie 
Clinton— and Mt np Mrly in 18S1 u a buektail candidata Ibr Conaran from OranM eouoty, received the nomina- 
tion, bat was deftated bv a CapLSelah Tuttle of a North river doop, in whom Van Bnren bad more confidence. 
Tattle died that fall, end Duer wa> ofain defeated, by C. Borland. Doer was in the itate eonvention 1881, and 
faneially Toted with Van Baren. He u a financier ; wrote noon credit and enrreney in London, and has lectured 
aboatthem in New York -, be is also a lawyer, and was one or th« rerisei* of the state laws. John Duer was ap- 
aoittted, by Adams and Clay, U. B. Attomoy, N. T-, ia Feb. US8. When the Baltimore LUe and Trast Companv 
a»ii«d.hewaeiUptasideBt,aadowedit«900,000,ataOTt,MeQndoaaplidgaofilisteekhaUhyhim. laSSk 
'*aaseMillyiMBpto»peteMtpHita»! 
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ask that retributive juMtiee shall he dealt omi to tko§e who from that time to thio hove not ohtmtkoi 
their oworde or ceaeed in their e0orto to pr^otrmU tw. In oaiUo^ upoa mt fVtendiio act in lUs mat- 
ter, we bhall as we alwajra have doue, repudiate the doctrine ojf neutrality. We ehall expect 
every man to talie sidea one way or llw other, either for or ogmmot remevoit. The old maxim 
of " those not for us are against us,'* you liave so often recogntied that iu authority cannot be 
Ueuied. I have one word to say upon a particular ease about whieh I am particularly excited 
lor various reasons— it is the case of Mr. Duer. He was appointed by Mr Charies King, and 
his remuval or retention is probably left with yon, at least so says Mr. Sanford and Mr. Dudley, 
if I read the letter of the latter correctly. Mr. Banner, I preaume, hoe made hie hargaim with 
eomc Southern Intereet for hie retention. I judge so from various circumsunces, one of which is 
that Mr, Samuel L. Gouvemeur offered a bet of ^100 day before yesterday that he would not be re- 
moved. He has his advices daily from Mr. Calhoun or some of his friends, I have not the aligfatest 
duubt. The eonvereation I had with you at Aibany eati^fied me thai you would retain Mr Duer, 
if you could find a oatiefaetery apology. Since which I have heard from Mr. Doer's friends that 
you would suppurt him, and from yours that 3FOU would remain neutral. When I left Albany I was 
not a candidate, and I became so, as I wrote Mr Ingham, by the advice of ray political friend?, 
who could insist upon Mr. D.'s removal. 1 told Mr. Bowne that I would not take the office of 
District Attorney for this city if I could get it. till Mr. Doer was removed, and now repeat that 
I will huld no oftiee from any political party that will keep Mr. Duer in his present station. The 
very idea that you would by thought or deed contribute to such a result has given me more awful 
feehngs than I experienced when I held a conversation with you in your room over Crittenden's 
dining room, in the evening of the day of the choice of the Electors in 1824, when our very senses 
were stunned by the shouts of Mr. Duer and his friends over their champaigne in the room below. 
What you told me in that convemtion I well recollect, and I thought you were serious and would 
not under any circumsunces, foij^t them for at least six years, the ordinary ststute limitation for 
parol promite9 : but if the statute had attached the promises and the consideration have been re. 
ceived by Mr. Duer's connection with Judge Thompson, Anti- Masonry, and God knows what, 
last fall ; and, if I recollect right, Mr. D. was to be one of the body guard to give you on escort 
to Kinderhook the Friday after the last November election. I do not remind you of these things 
to excite your prejudices, but as evidence of overt acts against the democracy of the State. To 
retain Mr. Duer would be to disappoint friends and enemies, for it is considered by all upon gene- 
ral principles that he is to be removed, and if he is retained you get no credit for it even from 
them. They will attribute it to your fears, and your party friends will charge you with bargain- 
ing to buy up your enemies at the expense of the party who have labored to sustain you. There 
is a charm attending bold measures extremely fascinating — it has given to General Jackson all 
his glory, and it will give to Mr. Clay hereafter power and strength, and the speech he made at 
the Washington dinner is admired for its impudence, [iiidependenre ?] and the manly spirit it 
breathes. In regard to the applicants for Mr. Duer's place, I have nothing to say further than 
that it is not just to import a man from the country — by this I mean ilTr. Banner, who ie not at 
heart with im, as you plainly discovered on your visit two years ago to Oswego — besides many 
other objections that could be raised, it would amount to a re-appointment of Mr. Duer. I have 
done nothing since I wrote to you, in regard to myself. Many people have offered to interfere 
in my behalf but I have delayed talung any measures till I had seen you. My first and principal 
object is the removal of Mr. D., and when that is done I am willing to leave my claims to the 
justice and not to the policy of the appointing power. If Mr. D. is not removed by the lime T re- 
turn from Albany, I shall visit Washington, to hand, in person, to every member of the Cabinet 
** The Life and adventures of John Duer'* — for as long as God spares my life I shall not spare my 
exertions to get him out of office as well as all those who have betrayed their friends, their party, 
and their principles. In doing this, however, I will not a» he and his friends have done, violate 
the sanctity of private friendship and private confidence, but the means I shall resort to will be 
free from concealment, but shall be open and manly, and upon the same principles that has actuated 
me in opposing him during the late contest I shall tlierefore, if driven to go to Washington to 
prefer my complaints shall go, not as a candidate myself, for I should not then be listened to with 
as much consideration as I otherwise should, because men in power sre not prone to look upon 
office seekers in so favorable a light. I have written this in the hurry of departure, and subject 
to the interruptions of office business. I have not time to read it over and prune it of any doubt- 
ful expresi«ions, if any such there be. I therefore send it, subject to any explanations that may be 
proper to convey my true meaning. So far as I have taken a general or special view of the sub. 
ject spoken of I am borne out by a vast majority of your political friends in the city, all of whom 
feel this to be a critical point in your political fiite. The theory of your address to the Committee 
of the Legislature we all admire — the practice under it, if coi^armable to the theory, is all that 
we require. In great haste, very truly, your fiioBd, J. HOTT. 
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Ifr. StUwett wouid Uke Qfice-'k injured hf the N. F. Law Mompottf^has an UehingforpdU" 
tie9-^he gets to he U. S, Marshal 
[No. 177.] Silai M. Stiln^ell to Samuel Swartwout, Hoboken, K. J. 
New Yokk, March 24, 1829. — [Private.] — Dear Sir : After leaving you, oa yesterday, an 
idea popped into my head that I would Ukt a tituation in the poet office of this eity, for one or 
two years, or untiU I can completely concentrate my property here. I am now using every 
means to turn my western and southern property into money, for the purpose of purchasing real 
escste in New York — and making this (my native) city my permanent residence. While my 
bataness is going on, I can as well be employed in some buimess, that will make me some re. 
tont. My legal prof e89ion is of no use to me here, inasmuch as my licence was granted by the 
courts ofVirginia.f I feel still an itching desire to write on political subjects, and take an active 
part in political atfairs, but I shall restrain my inclination until/ a more convenient period shall 
arrive. You are no doubt, surprised at the request I make, but I believe you will eventually 
«ee that I have taken a proper course. You will bq appointed (beyond a1i doubt) to the office, 
and I should be gratified if you are pleased with my application. Please drop a line in the post- 
ofiice, saying where and when I shall have the pleasure of seeing you. Be pleased to Except of 
the assurance of my high consideration and respect. S. M. STILWBLL. 

General Prosper M, Wetmore*s President refers to his friend Van Buren, 
[No. 178.] General P. W. Spicer, ex-President, U. S. Lombard, to Samuel Swartwout 
New York, March 24th, 1829. — Sir : 1 have been informed that the office o{ Collector of 
thia Port haa been tendered for your acceptance. Should this information be authentic, and 
should y^u conclude to accept the appointment, I take the liberty of offering my aervices for your 
acceptance in the situation of deputy. I feel a convietion that my mercaictile experience would 
enable me to discharge tlie duties of the office to your satisfaction, and with advantage to th0 
public interests. If you are not already committed on the subject of your appointment, I can, 
with confidence, refer to the members of the Republican party at large in our city and State 
for the claims I may he considered to posses to your favorable'concideration. / am AUTHOR- 
IZED to refer to the Hon, M. Van Buren and the Hon. C. C. Cambreleng for MY POLlTl- 
CAlt STANDING. I likewiae feel justified in adding the names of Benjamin Bailey and 
the Hon. C. P. White, who have assured mc of their disposition to advance my views. May I 
ask to be favored with an interview when you convenience will permit, in relation to this busi. 

I have the honor to be, &,c. P. W. SPICER. 



A Tammany Office-Hunter in the dumpt~^he Posttnaster of New York ready to robel agaimol 
Andrew Jackson, and why — Hector Craig — Noah on Clay and Van Buren. 
[No. 179.] Jonathan I. Coddiagloa to Jesse Hoyt-^Gonfideiitial. 

New Yorc, JVfareh 29th, 1829.— My Dear Sir : I have received your fkvor of the dStb. My 
interview with Mr. Van Buren was not quite ms aattdactory as I eould wish, or iodoed had a 
right to expect, after bearing what Silas Wright, Jr., said to Arnold. I will explaitt furthefr 
when I see you. It may ail end very weU, bmi J am prep ar od to koar of Noah, or Hector 
Craigt receiving the appointment. You no doubt have heard ere this that Major Swartwout, 
of Hoboken, is to be Collector of New York.^ He told me so himself. The General Bad pro- 
mised it to him, provided he eould make certain arrangements, which he says he very soon ae^ 
complished, and sent oii--«nd expects his Commission on Teiisday morning. But netwithstsnd- 
ing all he anys, Alley, Fish, and othem dont believe it, or rather, wont believe it. Frank Ogden, 
it is said, will go to Liverpool. Ymi well recollect that Cambreleng expects this cppotmtmemt. 
That (if true) are TWO OF THE VERY BEST OFFICES in the gift of the GoTemment 



t nilai M. Stilweiri letten to Hojt aim! Swartwtmt, copied into tliM corrwpondence, are really carioes prodae> 
tions. He is from New York, went earW in life to Virginia, stuiiied law there, hoeame a Van Boran member of tbe 
N. Y. Lefislatnre, but voted in favor of the U. S Bank. In ItiM, he was on the whig tide, and nominated bvthat 
party /with Seward) at lieutenant-goverour. He has been an Alderman of New York, and a bankrupt. In 1841 be 
proraned a itrong attat*hment to Preslileut Tyler, who gave htm the lucrative pott of United States Maribal in New 
York, now held by Eli Hoore. Reen*s Bank, or the North Amcricnn Trust Co., was planned by him, and a few 
mbersof hit way of tbiokinj; ; be i« charged with borrowinj; beaut Ifitl passages from Broughom. A:c.. and passing 
IheiD otr for native ninnnfactttres ; and is probably a self educated man. He started a boot and shoe store in 
New York ; and iii ld34. was, I believe, legislator, alderman, lawyer, shoemaker, nod speculator. 

t Hector CraHr sneeeeded Noah at »arvevor of the port of New York in I8:)3. He woe seereury to Tanmaay 
(Mattling's) in t80ft. When a member of Congress, and ftiendly to Oe Witt Clinton, in ItfiS, he voted fat Jaek- 
srni and ngnintt Adams as Piesidoat. His father was from Seotlaad, and a paper oiaker at Newborvl^ N. Y., 
Mr. C. had been a merchant in New York, and in 16^7 was an anti-siibHreasarr conservative. Eli Moors nc- 
ceeded Craig as Surveyor. W. P. Havemeyer, mayor of N. Y. married Craig's daughter. He (Craig) it dead. 

^Tho* enraged at Swartwout** sneeew, Coddington wai his personal and politlfinl friend, and wrote him. May 
6, 1039. Dear Sir— Mr. Isaac Warren is the Old Democratic Htpmhtiean in whose fnvor T spoke to you tometime 
since. He has been trying to get an appnintmeot from Mr. Thompson, the last seven years— and hojie he may now 
auooeed. Mr. White and Mr. McDermutt have also requested me to s|)eakto yciu in their favor mr a titration. 
ikeoe aleo to reqmtst lAt to able and elBcieot an officer as Mr. XatAaniei Hunt may net be removed. 

Youn moft letptetfuny, J. i. OOPOWCTIOlfi 
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GIVEN TO PERSONAL FRIENDS, and without even conwUmg his Cabinet. There is 
considerible diseatisfaction here Uiat Mr. Van fiuren was not at Washington aoooer. MeHn. 
Bbiley, Alley, Bloodgood and Fish, and othera, called on Goverour Van Buren on Monday, and 
expreased to him what they deemed the wishes of the partf — that Thompson, Duer, C(c. ought 
to be removed. The Governor told them that he had received a lon^ letter from you reapecting 
removals — but particularly about ihe District Attorney. It is said C. D. Golden is a candidate 
for Duer*8 place. If so, there is another personal friend of ihe General's in yoiir tooy. 

IT IF THE PRESIDENT PURSUES THIS COUfeSE THE PARTY IS RUINED, 
Cr AND THE SOONER WE BEGIN TO BUILD UP A NEW THE BETTER- 

Let me hear from you again soon, and believe me to be yoors, truly, 

J. I. CODDINGTON. 

Remarks, bt W. L. M. — The impression on my mind, from the mercenary character of 
Noah, and the intriguing, politician.buying ways of Van Buren, and what I see in this corres- 
pondence, is, that Van Buren had bargained for Noah's support, payable by some fat office in 
Jackson's gift, if the attempt to get the Sheriffship for him failed. In Van Buren's letter to 
Hoyt, No. 156, be " sorely regrets" Noah*s failure ; and when Coddington saw him, [as above,] 
he found that Noah was ahead of him, and was so chagrined that he was ready to revolt. Noah, 
in his Star of Aug. 5, 1834, says that he pleaded in 1829, to Jackson, at Washington, ** the con- 
dition of the [Noah^s] Enquirer, almost broken down, and $35,000 Iti debt, from a fierce poiiti- 
cal conflict " — that Ritchie opposed him — that he wrote Ritchie, ivho replied, [see his letten, 
Nos. 179(1, and 1796,1 — and that when he [Noah] took sides with Webb, against Vatt Bnren, 
Ritchie called him ** tde Swiss Mercenary," &c. Noah, again says, in his Star of June 23, that 
Van Buren got up a candidate against him (Coddington ?) and pushed him with all his force ; 
but, he adds. '* I was still Van Buren*s friend." He praised Clay to the skies ; but had previ- 
ously, when ordered by ** that tyrannical and mercenary oligarchy known by the name of the AI- 
baiiy Regency," described him as " the roan who had bargained away the presidency," ** the 
apostate politician,'* *' the despicable demagogue," ** who, by a base bargain, brought into the 
presidential chair the head of the old aristocracy, the reviler of Jeflerson** — adding [Enquirer, 
May 17. 1838,] ** We shall not find fault with Mr. Clsy in turning religious, and renouncing 
cards, dice, and women — it is time for him to do so,*' &c.t 



[No. 179, d.] Thomas Ritchie, now Editor of the Union, to Mordeieai M. Noab, Editor 
of the Enquirer, N. Y. — Rtcbmond, March 25, 1629. — Dear Sir : I uke blame to mysalf for 
not meeting, more directly, a suggestion whieh you made in the letter you were ao kind as to 
addres roe a few days ago. But aince replying to it, I see so much to draw my attention to 
the subject ; so much in what has been done in the case of others, and so much in what hu 
be«n rumored in your own case, that I cannot reconcile it to the regard I have for you, or 
the respect I wish to preserve for myself^ to pav it over in the general and delicate way I have 



I will not content myself by ssying, as I then did, that I wish for nothing from the Adnanii- 
timtion, but I will take the liberty of going farther, and, in the most respectful manner, of aak- 
ing whether you, (at th« head of such a press as the N. Y. Enquirer,) should aocept of an of- 
fiee at their bsnds? Ths DiaNirr or tee pxess is alksadt nrjuBSD, I qriatlt fua, vt tvx 
mm BEX or Emrons who hate obtaiited offices— the two Gkeens, Danforth, Kemball, Hill, 

AUD IF TOU ARE ADDED TO THE LIST, IT MAY BE TRULY SAID THAT THE XOtT ACTIVE AHD ABLEST 

EDITORS IN THE ELECTION OF Gen. J. HATE OBTAINED OFFICES. A mind like yours wUl seo at 

t Id XrMtVs Star, June 93, 1834, he thus exnleint his eonoection wHh Van Rom : 

" I w«s lo nnfortuDAte as to commit Mr. Van Buren in favor of Wm. H. Crawford for the prMideney, sad !• 
hold him fast in his pledge of fidelity, so tkx at least as to Tote for him on the fint ballot, mfUr which it wm his 
intention to have voted for John Qnincy Adams ; to secure At* election, and to accept in retam such eontinfant re- 
ward ns services and inflaence of that nature have rendered unavoidable ;— for be it known that at that time, aad 
at no time^ was Mr. Van Buren friendly to Gen. Jackson, or had any confidence in hit fitness orelaime totheofllee 
of president. The columns of the Argus will beer me out in this asaertion. Mr. Clay, however, was too quick and 
too sajfacious for the LKtIe Maipcian, and Mr. Adams was elected by Congress on the first bullot. Mr. Van Bn- 
rea*» ■••election for Senator was most desirable to him, mod he saw at onoe that he could only suoeeed by obtain- 
hif the volet of the friends of Mr. Adams in our lecialatttro ; to be pt^fb$9ei to be tatidied with hit admisiitntMn 
and took no hostile attitude until, by the volet of the Adams men, he aoceoeded in securing hit sent in theSnnoie. 
He then attempted to obtain office under Mr. Adams, and teveml eSbrtt were mode to secure his confideooe. Find- 



ing that Mr. ^'nn Buren was attempting to sell the demoomtio party to Mr. Adams, I forthwith ran un the Jack- 
sun flas under the head of the New York Enquirer, and by this act Incurred the severe displeasure of Mr. Von Bu- 
ren and the Regency, for presuming to declare in favor of Mister Jackson, ns they caPed him, before they had ex- 
hauited their effbrU to win over President Adams, or had time to open negotiations with Gen. Jacksoo*s friends. 
Mr. Adams, however, was determined to try his fortune without Van Buren, and be declined purchasing him ; and 
when Mr. Rufus King was appointed minister to England, and Gen. Jaektoa*s prospects strengthened, BIr. Van Bu- 
mn threw himself into the current, and came out for the General ^fUr dkebOUe had hten f9%gU. and tn aigkt ef 
vUloTTf, giving as his reasons, to a New York politicloa, who I cob name, if necettary, that Gonnnl Jaekaon, of all 
the candidates, wa« the $o»iu^t» manege.** 
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onoa tbe handle which will be made of these accumnlated appointments, and with what foroe 
they' will be made to bear agaimt those who confer, and those who accept, nffices. IT 18 GALCU- 
LATED TO BRING DOWN THE LOFTY INDEPENDENCE OF THE PRESS, WHICH, 
LIKE THE SENSITIVE PLANT, SHRINKS FROM THE TOUCH OF EXECUTIVE 
POWER. 

I entreat you to czcuie these hasty lines. II I respected you less— if I cared leaa for you, 
and leas for the great cause in which we have fought together, and in which we may have to 
contend again, I would not venture to write them. The appointment of personal frienda and edi. 
torial partizant has already produced a feeling in aome of our friends that 1 never expected 
to wUneu. In great haste, yours, TUOS. RITCHIE. 

[No. 179, 6.] The same to the same.— Ricmwrn), April II, 1829.— My Dear Sir • • • 
I could sincerely wiiih you not to accept of sny appointment under the Administmtion. WHAT 
THE PEOPLE OR THE LEGISLATURE MIGHT GIVE YOU, WE WOULD NOT 
QUARREL ABOUT. Had the good people of N. York thought proper to re-eleet you thair 
Sheriff, or the legislature to invest you with one of their appointments, I shonld be happy to greet 
your success. But, I confess, that after the fsvon which have almost been showered upon oar 
brethren, I should wish you neither to ask nor accept an office. 

There is great force in your remark, that if the editor be kept poor, the preoe is in great danger 
of being dependent Yet I AM AFRAID WE SHALL SCARCELY MEND THE MATTER 
BY MAKING THE EDITOR OWE HIS FORTUNES TO THE EXECUTIVE POWER. 
SHALL WE NOT MERELY SHIFT THE DANGER, FROM A DEPENDENCE ON A 
PARTY, OR THE PEOPLE, TO A DEPENDENCE ON THE ADMINISTRATION ? 

I think, in this respect, we are, and should be a prooeribed c l a n t hat is to aay, we should 
be iihut out from the oixlinary executive offices ; but I would equally proscribe a member of 
Congref — leaving both of them, however, at liberty to accept the kigheet grades of offices, for 
which the field of selection ought to be as wide as the nation itself: such as Secretaries of De- 
partments, Judges of the Supreme Court, and Foreign Ministeia to thn highest Courts. But X 
won't at the same time, throw open every other h<mor in the Repablic to gentlemen of our 
clotu. IVhat I xrould ask is, that, for ordinanf ojftees, there should be as littlo connexion as 
possihle between the press and the Executive, I would pui editors and mnsbersof Congrssg 
under the same rule and exceptions; because the Ubertif of the press, and tha freedom of else' 
lion, are the great safeguards of our liberties; and if the President can is^wre both^ iy sallimg 
editors and representatives into office, we shall place both of them at his feet A 

I will net however, trouble you further upon thia snbject : nor do I wish to trouble the pohlio. 
It has excited great clamor among the enemies of tbe Administration hsre^ and great oanture 
among its best fricnda: and I really wish that not more than one (if one) caae Ind occoried. 
Take office, However, or not, be asstured of my kind wishes for your health and happiness. 

RespectfQlly yoore, THOMAS RITCHIE. 

t Our naden will be plawed to tarn to Daniel J«el»on*t letter, ^So. 9Hoithk eomepoadMMek] in vhich it is 
ihewn that Van Baren's fViendc let np Blair at aprmter, (which %raa the aame a« if a banJc had lent him eaah to 
buv hi* pmse« and tynes.)— they may then be nueh ediiied by a perusal of Blair*i dying tpeecb, when Polk had 
killed hia OMe^ and cnoMn Ritchie, who had lucb a horror at ofDee.4ii )\U tucceuor. 

[From tbe (;iobe.] Wa«hI!«otoi«, April 14, 1845.~The OMe ofHce and ita apportsnaacee, (in viitne of the 
Bf reement which we annex for the informntion ••f itc lubteriben,) paiaed, on 8atunlay last, into the hands of 
tfeisrs. Ritchie 4c IleiM. TEIG GLORB HAD 11*8 ORIGIN IN THE WIIX OF GEN. JACK^OS, and owes to 
him and Mr. Van Buren, and their political friends, the success which has attended it through lineen years o f con - 
diet, cloMsd by tbe late triuni|ih of tJie democracy, which effaced the disaster of 1840. It has been the mitfoitaee 
of the OMc in sustaining the strong administration of Gen. Jaekson^tbe uneomprombinf admiaiAiation of Mr. 
Van Buren and in opposing tbe abases of Mr. Tyler*s administimtion, to make enemies of some who united with 
the democracy in its lost struagle. The interest of tbe cause requires that all who contributed to the election of 
the present Ciiief Magistrate sfaoiild continue to give their support. It is the good fortune of the conductor of the 
new ofHcial or^nn, [Thomas Ritchie] not to have offbnded any portion of then whose adfaeeion t» Um party is ne- 
cessary to iu safety and vnoeem. We have unbounded confidenoe in tl.e ability, integrity, and uotriotism of the 
mi ff who is now to preside over the establishment, and shall consider ourselves amply comnensated for the sacrifice 
we are now called on to make, if our anticipations of the continued union and soceeis or the demucroey shall be 
rrali/ed by the official journal, under its new name and aaw enapMMt. We eoonot express our gratitude to the de- 
mocracy, to which we owe every thing. F. P. ftAlR, JOHN C. RIVES. 

Next day, the OUbe remarks, that "Fortonalely there is nothing of moment at tlii$ time to rail into remiisition 
theeneivy of the oigan of democracy at Washington." When, or in what instance, during J.l venr^, did Blair and 
his erfBis display much energy, except when battlmg for the spoils, or fighting in the cawse of Ibctton, regardleii 
of manly freedom, or free in»tllutions ? Ritchie. BlaVs soeeessor, waa luite animated wheu abusing me for shew- 
ing the j>eople. on the best of evidence, the hoUow-hewtod rottmneM of Van Buren, Cambrelcng, Butler, aud their 
plundering oaeoeialee. 

Pieeident Tvler's Oeery was like Ritchie's; he instructed Mr. Itobbie. Sept. 9B, 1&I1, that '«the appointment «», 
and continuance in the office of postmaster of any one editing a political newspaper, is, in tbe Mgbest degree, ob- 
jecti9oal)le. It involves most of the consequences aheoe etated^-introdocee politics into the post othce— diininishea 
the revenues and conlen privilegee oo one editor which all cannot enjoy. In a word, it is my fixed piirpuse, a« ftr 
as til me lies, to separate tlio Post Olfica Department from politics, and briny about that reform which the eoiidirv 
IWB to 'leudly deoMJided.*' Mr. Tyler, like Mr. Ritchie, did not act op to theee priaelpK but ta oontmdi«tiaift«| 
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Noah introduce* to Swartvsout for an Aaoiitant Coihier, his Hehrete Cousin, Philip, wk^ 1M# 
of ttrwards prosecuted for taking $600,000, or sojrmn Vnch Sam's Till. 
[No. 180.] M. M. Noah to Major Swaztwout, Uobokeo. — New York, March 31, 

1839.— My Dear Sir: I mentioned to you that Mr. Joshua and Aaron N. Phillips have been 
many yean m the Cuatoma. THEY ARE AT IMPORTANT DESKS, and THEIR CAPA- 
CITY and thorough Jinowledge of the buaineaa is eicelled by none in the department. In in- 
trodvcing them to your friendly notice I can only assure you that their experience and attenttM 
to their duties, will be useful to you and serviceable to the revenue, and that THEY MERTT 
BY THEIR INTEGRITY YOUR ENTIRE CONFIDENCE. 

Tmly youia, M. M. NOAH. 

Van Buren eon^lains of kis friend HoyVs harshness and rudensss — ' he civil or I*U cut the 

connexion* — take office and ask noquestiom^^Mr, HilU-^Van Buren and Jackson understood 

oach other, 
[No. 181.] Secretary Van Bureo to Jeaae Hoyt, New York. (Private.) 

WasBiNOTON, April 13, 16S9. — Dear Sir : I never expected to see the day when 1 should be 
constrained, as I now am, to address you in the languagpe of complaint. Nothing but my strong 
conviction of the extent snd sinceriiy of jrour friendship oould sustain me in resisting the belief 
that you have a settled purpose to quarrel with me. Here I am engaged in the most intricate 
and important affairs, which are new to me, and upon the suocessful conduct of which my repu- 
tation as well as the interests of the country depend, and which keep me occupied from early in 
the morning, until late at night, and can you think it kind or juai to harrass me under such cir- 
cnrnstances with letters, which no man of common sensibility con read without pain 7 Your 
letter to me at New York conuined many truths, for wliich I waa thankful, and reflections 
which I thought joat, 6itf the whole were expressed in terms so harsh, not to say rude, as is 
distress me exeeedtngijf. I have scarcely recovered from the effect of so great an error in judge- 
inent, to say nothing else, when I am favored with another epistle from you, still transcending 
ttf predeesooor in its most oiyectionahle features. I must be plain with you. I have all my 
life (at least since I have known you,) cherished the kindest solicitude for your welfare, and 
have manifested at least my good will towarda you, and ahouid be extremely sorry to have ooca. 
aioD to change those feelings, but it is due to oa both that I ahouid say, that the terms upon 
taJUcA ffou h^ seen fit ia place our intercourse are as inadmissable. It grieves me exceedingly, 
more than you imagine, to be obliged to aay so. When I was favored with your epistle in New 
Yank, I had juat returned from an interview with Mr. Bownc, in which I had made your im- 
mediaie appointmeiut aa District Attorney, a point that could be no longer delayed. I have aince 
had an increased desire to see it done, have taken steps to effect it, and with the mail that 
brings your accusatory letter, I have information that it shall be done ; but that you are hesitating 
whether you will accept it or not. Z*et me advise you without giving my reason isAy, to do so. 

The atory you tell [the word iUegibUf] as coming from .Mr. Hills (a man who, if I know him, 
is without the slightest consideration in aociety) about the President's great confidence in Mr. 
Berrien, and little in me, is the veriest stuff that could be conceived. The repetition of such 
idle gossip constrains me (o say, what I am almost aahamed to do, that I have found the Presi- 
dant aflectionate, confidential, and kind to the last degree ; and that I am entirely satisfied that 
there is no degree of good feeling or confidence which he does not entertain for me. He has, 
however, his own wishes and favorite views upon points which it is not my province to attempt 
oontrottl. Upon every matter he wishes to have the truth and respecu it ; and will in the end 
ntisfy all of the purity of his views and intentions. I have not time to add another word. 

Your friend and hiunble servant in extreme haste, M. V. BUREN. 

Office B^gars rehuked-^Hints to Hoyt about embezzling other people's cash. 
[No. 183.] Secretary Ingham to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 

WxsaiNOToN, 14th April, 1829. — ^Dcar Sir : Your favor is duly received, but you must per- 
mit me to say in great soberness, that an excitement without reason cannot be founded in sober 
judgment, and ought never to be made the cause of action on the part of an administration, who 
are bound to consult, in great soberness, the great interests of the country, and not the feverish 
fteling even of the beat of frieuda.fof' which no reason can be given. If there were an enemy 
menacing your good city with deaolation, that would be a good reason for excitement, or if it 
was known that your Collector was embezzling the public menegt or corrupting the Cvmmunity 
by official abusss, there would be good excuse; but really for so many wise mun as we claim 
among our friends in New York to suffer themselves to be put into hysteric spasms became of 
the continuance of Mr. Thompson to coUeet the duties a few days or weeks longer, or shorter, 
is reaUy matter of surprise — and If it indicates anything for conaideration here, it is, that it 
would be better to let the Fever evaporate before we throw in any more stimulants. I am sue 
that Bsdativea are better adapted to auch a condition than any other preacription--4rat to be more 
leriooi, my dear air, let me toll you that there is a vast naii of tslibh interest at wock abraadi 
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to excite jealousies among vm here, and produce dictrwtioo, by which some may ride into office 
on one hobby, some on another, while we are endeavoring to stand unmoved by those raffling 
passions, and by harmonious action, to keep the ship stei^y on her course— and I should hope 
there was soberness enough among you to resist the impotence of expectants, until their vain 
hopes shall yield to reason and common sense. Them is, moreover, you. must know an im- 
mense mass of severe and constant labor to be performed by the offioere of the government, and 
much more severe to those who come newly into office. These duties cannot be postponed, and 
I do assure you that / am compelled daiiif to file away long li»to of recommendations, ^c, wtlA- 
€ut reading them, aUkough I work 18 hnura of the 34, with all my diligence. The appoint* 
ments can be postponed—other matters eannat^-aad it was one of the prominent errors of the 
late administration, that they suiiered many important public interests to be neglected, while 
they were cruizing about to secure or buy up partizana This tee must not do, and hence it is 
only at intervals, ** few and far between," that we can find a moment's time to consider appoint, 
ments. Then let us come to New York. Our friends there have settled down on about two of 
the appointments, but you are wholly unsettled as to the CoUectoiBhip ; and I believe as to D. A., 
and yet such impatience ! Why, sir, let me tell you, that one of our best, and I had almoet said, 
•blest friends in Baltimore, left here on the 6th March, leaving his imprecation behind him, be. 
cause he was not appointed to an office, not then vacant, and because we had not removed all 
the Administration Inspectors, not one of whom could have been known here, and of whom they 
hove not yet aocumtely informed me. He has since come to his senses — the inspectors are 
chiefly removed, and matters sre getting riffbt there. Boston, too, has been in a fever, where our 
friemb were oo strong, that they have divided into two parties. Providence, too, has bad a fer. 
ment, where we had 73 votes, all told. There has also been the same at Little Egg Harbour, 
where we had fhse votes ! These mattem proceed from the morbid parts of our system — but 
nothing can sink deep which is not founded in something rational and substantial. Are you not 
wearied with my long letter ? I am. It is the most lengthy epistle I have written, since I was 
1 secretary'-*«nd despair of getting time to write such another, for this year at least. 

Yours, truly, S. D. INGHAM. 



aoyt tells Van Bnren how he had served him — Is annoyed at having his * literary property * sneer. 

ed at as rudeness — is Van Buren*spypil — very disinterestsd — no sycophant or intriguer — the 

Vice Chancellor's office part of the spoils-^ Why Butler and Hoyt were obnoxious — Hoyt 

puffi himself—down with Duer, 

[No. 183J. Jesse Hoyt to Secretary Van Buren, at Washington. New York, April 34, 
1839. Dear Sir : I received your letter of the 13, on Monday morning last at Albany, and 
sufficient time has elapsed I think to enable me to answer it without indulging in those feelings 
its perusal naturally gave rise to. I have not now and at no time have I had any *' settled pur. 
pose to quarrel with you,** for I have too often quarreled for you, to be at this time willing to 
quarrel with you. It would be extremely humiliating to be ohleedgpd to admit, thot in all my 
intercourse with you I had not sufficient sagacity to undeistand your character ; and it would 
be no less mortifying to have causa to unsay all I have said for the last 13 years, calculated to 
advance your reputation as a man, and your INTEGRITY as a politician. When I first came 
to this city to live, your democratic adherents were not numerous — and without any vanity I 
may say that my exertions tended to increase the number — and until I have been found guilty 
of some overt act in derogation of my former conduct, I question with great respect your right to 
make the insinuation your letter seems to convey. 

As I am not favored with a bill of particulars of my '< indiscretions," ** error of judgment," &,e. 
d&c, I am deprived of the power of explanation, but if the plain truth, spoken in a plain way, 
renders " an intercourse inadmissable,** then am I content to be cut off from the world and the 
friends I have hitherto been ardently attached to. 

Every idea I conveyed in the letter you received from me while here were conveyed more in 
reference to your interest than my own, and the language in which they were clothed I suppos- 
ed would have been sufficiently softened by the reservation I made at the close uf the letter — at 
least to such an extent as would have protected me from the charge ** of rudeness," which always 
detracts from the gentlemanly deportment I am most anxious to preserve. The political senti- 
ment of that letter I still adhere to. My political sentiments I inherited from a " long line of 
ancestors** (wch as they were,) MY POLITICAL EDUCATION I AM MAINLY INDEBT- 
ED TO YOU FOR, and the prineipleo I imbibed from birth as well as education cannot be 
eradicated at this time of life, I HAVE NOT MADE POLITICS A MATTER OF DOL- 
LARS AND CENTS, NOR HAVE I ADHERED TO PARTY WITH THE HOPE OF 
GAIN, but I have labored in them under your immediate auspices for 1!2 years with the leading 
motive to serve you, but against the advice of many poweriful business firiends. During this 
time you have met with occasional reverses, and I believe my fidelity and faithfulness, and even 
some degree of efficiency to you, were never questioned by any one—- nor am I aware of having 
evinced any dispoiitlon to shrink firora the MMsqMiwsf of advenitr whioh attcadsd yoi. If 
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perehaikoe I shoalil now ftil a poor out hcttrtlMt adohtioii le« co|NOMly than qroopliaiitK and 
intregera who have the good fortune to sontmnd your perMXi at this time, U mmy be a jiut ground 
*' for letting me down the wind a prey to fortune." I have no ambition to be in the train ol 
great men, if I am to sacrifice my independence or to be prohibited in ezprewng an honest 
opinion. I frankly admit 1 wrote the letter referred to under aome excitement. I waa aa»ured 
by Mr. Duer'a friends that you had promiaed to aoatain ibtm. My coDveraation with you at Al* 
bany led me to the same conclusion. I had that morning reoeiTed information from Albany 
that you had spoken to GoTeraor Throop, at the requeatand in behalf of Judge Duer, for Vice- 
Chancellor. If ihia was not enoogh to justify plain dealing from one who had given aome proofii 
of devotion to you, and who felt the great intereat you bad at atake, I am at a loas to know 
what would have been. / knew the aenas of your parUxmne wi relation to tkooe men, and I 
know a more indiscreet measure you could not have adopted, if yon deaired to retain your pow- 
er and influence with the party to which you have acknowledged obligatione. 

As I wrote ihat letter my confidential clerk copied the aheeta (I kept a copy wiibont reading 
over the original or even the copy before I got to Albany) for the purpoae of enabling ne to ahew 
it to Mr. Butler. I did ao, and he remarked that it waa all right, and he waa glad I wrote it. 
He said the ideaa were very strongly eipreeaed but the reaervation I refer to rendered that hann^ 
less in point of language, and I must therefore confess I waa surprised to 6nd that the chaiac* 
ter of the language I used had found its way to your " Senaibility,'* or that you could for one 
moment consider me guilty of ** rudeness." Aa to the other letter, I am equally aurfirtaed at 
the exception. If these were considered exceptionable, then I fear tbe one I wrote covering one to 
Mr. Hamilton would be deemed still more so. I had reason to be disaatiafied with Mr. Hamilton 
for having misled me in his letter early in^arcb. I may have written the laat letter under tba 
influence of that feeling. When I tell you, however, that I meant nothing inconaiatent with my 
former relatirin to you, and that I ohall not hereof ter oUrude either mjf opimono or mdviee upon 
fou in relation to any eubjectj I should hope I had made aatiafactory atonement. I am par* 
fectly a\%*are of tbe restponsibility of your aituatidn, and €rod knowa there ia no man living that 
would be more gratified than I ahould to have you acquit yourself with reputation. I am very 
much ohle^dgrd to you for your interference with Mr. Bowne. I ahall not get that place, and 
I can tell you how I was kept out of it. Mr. Maxwell, when he got alarmed, goea to Judge 
Hoffman and telU him he waa to be removed, and that his son,Ogden,had better be a candidate 
for the office. Mr. Bowne telle Riker, confidentially, and he tells an Aldennan that you would 
be pleased to see me put there. This comes to the ear of Hoffman, and he goes to all the Clin- 

Ionian Aldermen, . . . . of tbe 4th and 8th vrards, &.c. ^., and in^inuatea this idea 

to them, and with all the adroitness peculiar to that family, rakes up old prejudices, enlists Duer, 
who is attached to young Hoflnian, with all the coodies, high minded, and Clintonians, and I 
waa defeated. Duer was in the thickest of this. No Clintonian in the Legislature voted for 
Butler, save one or two ; not one of the corporation voted for me. We had become obnoxiono 
for our oervicee in the cauoe of another leader. There is not old staunch democracy enough in 
the Common Council to elect me. It ia not then surprising that my inveteracy to that concern, 
coodiea, hi^rh minded and all, should be aa strong as it is. Mr. Duer is now playing the same 
game that Maxwell played on Wednesday (.Tomes Campbelf authorised me to any so) — ^he went 
to Judge Hoffman and told him that he had such information as satisfied him that he would be 
removed, and that he did not know why his eon Ogden should not be appointed. Mr. Duer had 
then been informed that Mr. Hamilton had the option to take the office. He told me on Tuea. 
day that Mr. Hamilton could not take it, for on that subject he waa "Committed on paper.** 
Mr. Bunner told me the same thing on Monday, at Albany. After thia Mr. Duer goea to Judge 
Hoflfman, and, with what motive it is not difiicult to divine. 

I did state to Mr. Bo^'ne that, a** things now stood, I could not £xcept the office of Attorney for 
this County, nor can I if it could be given me, after what I write you, with any de/sree of honor. 
I informed the gentlemen who were instrumenlai in getting up a caucus here on Saturday and 
W#'dnesday last, (which, by the bye, were perfect abortions.) that I had no expectations of Mr. 
Duet's office, for I knew from the beinnninflr if you were not for me it was idle to $ay any thing 
on the subfect : and I need notsav that I have not been promised any aid from you. though I 
thought then and now think I had strong claims on you aa a party man and a personal friend — 
and such T undertake to say is the universal sentiment of every bod v here, of all parties who have 
witnessed my exertions to sustain you against the infiimoua attacks of your enemies. I\Iore 
than 20 leading men here tendered their namea. and among the reot Mr. J. C Hamilton ; your 
silence induced me to decline the proflbr. I HAVE NO INHERENT LOVE OF OFFICE, 
and \ have not therefore studied discretion or weighed pronouns and adverbs in my letters to 
** Constitutional advisers'* and adviaera not const ituM'onal at Washintrton. / know the exact 
EXTENT of my prefensiono, myoervieeo, claims, C A? ACITY, and POWER — they are small and 
inconsidemble — But when all or any of them — fhall not be propeHy rei>pected by those whom I 
think ought to respect them, I should be anwilling to submit in silence without being alarmed 
at any fate that might await oio. P^IUhoI M*^^* unUri$i^ iwiustry and persevcrancs will 
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one day or other find their yalue in the political market. Theae qualities I claim to poueu, and 
which I deem important ingredients in forming and which nearly make up a capital, on which 
one can commence buaioeBB on hia own aeconnt. It would grieve me as much and infinitely 
more timn it poMibly could you to be under the neceanty of diflering so far aa to lead to a sever- 
ance of that friendship which I know has eziated. You have the power to make me District 
Attorney, but I could not sufficiently abhor myself if I was *< to quarrel with you" for omitiing 
to do it. Yet if Mr. Doer is not removed or any but a democrat is appointed I should do vio* 
lence to the principles you have taoght me not to be dissatisfied ; snd 1 do not think your nature 
is so much changed as that you would require me to withhold the expression of that dissatisfac- 
tion. Lorenzo tells me I had better abandon all ideas of political preferment till the coodies 
and high minded have become exterminated. Perhaps he is right. I have said all I have to 
say, and perhaps more than I should have said, but the ground upon which your letter placea 
us seemed to require equal candor on my part. I will not attempt to disguise the fiictthat my 
feelings were such toward you that I fancied I was entitled to know the principles upon which 
you were to dispense your political power, and to he informed frankbf whether it was expedient 
to oak for the place of an ohnoximto tnaimbent. The confidence I should have reposed in your 
iriendly advice, which I thought myself entitled to, but which was withheld, would have satisfied 
me, whatever it might have ^en. Your total ailence on this subject, with the apprehension at- 
tending it, led to the anxiety to be informed whether your friends and enemies were to be put 
in, botcb*potch, without any more adhesive qualities than oil and water, and which could never 
be reduced to a reasonable consistenee. It was not inconsiBtent with my regard for yon to point 
to the danger of such a ooume : whether I have by so doing forfeited your oonfidence is a matter 
somewhat lessened in imporunee to me, from a conviction of the purity of my motives. 

Yet, as I ever have been. Your inend, J. HOYT. 



[No. 184.] Sevenue Offices dt^^noed in payment of Folitical oerviceo^or electioneering^-^ 
uphold needy famtliee, fi$c. — a Primitive Jackson-man ! 
New York, 28 April, 1829.— To the Collector of the Port of New York.— Sir : The bearer, 
Mr. Benj.C. Burdett, WAS ZEALOUSLY ENGAGED IN OUR LATE CONTEST and 
deserves the appointment he solicits, which I understand to be that of an Inspector. 

I am, &c. C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

«• New York, 30 April, 1820.— The collector of the Port of New York.— Sir : Mr, James 
Maurice, AN OLD AND ACTIVE POLITICIAN, desires a sution in our Custom House, 
and is worthy of THE PATRONAGE of the government. C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Mr. Maurice is a Republican of the old school, and a warm and devoted friend to Gen. 
Jackson. JEROMUS JOHNSON— JOHN HILLYER^M. M. NOAH." 

Here is another wonderful document — 
New York, April 29th 1829. To S. Swartwout, Esq. We the undersigned doo recommend 
Abraham Meserole, as a very suitahle person (or one of the Cuatoro Houae Inspecton, and would 
ffladlv se him appointed, knowing him too aUwaiys having been a warm supporter of Gen'l. 
Jackson. M. M. NOAH, H. ECKFORD, WM. S. COE, JEREMIAH DODGE, JERO- 
MUS JOHNSON.*' 

Immediately below this, i« the following rare and curious request, on the Msie sheet and 
page of paper* 

(I Pear Sir — ^When you have leisure, and take up the numerous applications for ofiices in the 
Custom house department, I make this memorandom FOR FEAR IT MAY ESCAPE YOUR 
MEMORY, THAT MR. ABRAHAM MESEROLE IS A NEPHEW OF MINE. His 
brother Bernard the Alderman of the lOth Ward, was a candidate for the ofiice I fill, supported 
bv a stronff pstition of Jackson's firiends— would take it as a particular favor, ICT IF THERE 
IS A VACANCY AFTER REMEMBERING YOUR RELATIVES. j:j\ if you would give 
him a commission. Yours truly, JEROMUS JOHNSON. 

[No. 185.] C. C. Cambreleng to Collector Swartwout, New York, 28 April, 1829. — Sir: 
Mr Jacob L. Dickenson is, I understand, an applicant for the office of Inspector. Mr. D. has 
been one of our mast uniform repuhUcans, AND WAS DISTINGUISHED FOR HIS ZEAL 
AND ACTIVITY IN OUR LATE CONTEST. No man deserves more than he does tbe 
FATBOWAOB OF HIS PARTT. C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

To Samuel Gonvemeur, Postmaster, N. Y.— Dsar Sir: The bearer, Mr. Wbaley, is the gen- 
tleman I spoke to you about yesterday— HE IS A VERY ACTIVE POLITICIAN, and wonts 
an appointment in the Cnetom House. You will confer a particular favor on me by frivine him 
a fevir lines of roc<«uiiendation to Mr. Swartwout M. M. QUACKENB0S8. 
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Mem. (Handwriting of S. Swartwout.)— •* Alexander Whaley is strongly recomineiid«a bf 
Mangle M. Quackenboas. He ia cUo oppoted to Pwdf** [Whaley got f i 100 a year.) 

John Morris, *' an ardent and capable politician/' applied for his ahaie of the spoils to CoUm> 
tor Swartwout, in 1831» immediately after the close of his (Morris's) political exertions at the 
fall election of that year. He was reconunended by tho signatures of John Yates Cebra, Daaisl 
Jackson, C. P. White, Chas. Henry Hail, Walter Bowne, and Jeroraus Johnson. AldenaanCebn 
wrote his friend Swartwout as follows : ** New York, Nov. 21, 1831.-^Mr. Moiris has for seve- 
ral years been one of our most active and efficient Jackson republicans in the first ward«-«a4 
M nsio ACTIVELY AND ZEALOUSLY engaged wiih »«." 

[No. 186.] WilUam M. Price, to Samuel Swartwoat. Collector,* N. Y. March 30, 1829.^ 
My Dear Sir : Alderman Dickenson of the 15th Ward U one of the fruutivb Jmekmn nen.t 
He is an upright, worthy fellow, and ia withal very poor. He is an applicant for an Inspector's 
place, and 1 l^lieve his appointment would be generally well received. 

Yours truly, WUJUIAM M. PRICE. 

[No. 187.] Silas M. Stilwell, to Collector Swartwont, N. Y. 

New York, 29 April, 1829.— Sir : I apply on behalf of Snm Stilwbll for one of the m- 
der offices in your gift---designate the one you see proper. I standi responsible for hiseapnbilirf. 
He is one of the old residenters of this city, and as deserving as any in i(-«a thorough demoont 
of *98, and A JACKSON RGFORMGR from the beginning of the contest— a priaooer in tbe 
Revolution — wealthy in 1800 and 1814«— now without property, but always hononiblo— aad 
eaqual to any butaness attached to the duties of a Cuatom Houae officer. Until yow perplexing 
season is over I expect not to aae you— bat rest ssstirsd, tifi^sr «ti ctrrwnstaness, of my unn* 
bated devotion and esteem. 8. M. STILWELL. 

[Rebl&rk. — Stephen went into office, at ^1095 a year, in due course.] 

/. Oakley t Swartwout*$ Hcurity, endoreea the too notoriou9 George A, Waoaon. 
[No. 188.1 J. Oakley to S. Swartwout, Collector of Cuatoma, 2 Cedar St. 

'* April 28, 1829. — Dear Sir: There is a very deserving man by the name of George A. 
Waason a measurer attached to the public store. I do not know that he would, under any cir- 
cumatances, be removed, as I understand he baa been a Jackson-man, and was appointed 
through the influence of Mr. Baldwin of Pittsburg, who is his friend. As it is a matter of great 
Importance to him, however, he haa requested me to speak to you on the snbject. I wish yon 
would have the goodness, il his removal is contemplated, to let roe see you. Youra truly, 

J OAKLEY. 
P. S. Permit me to suggest, by way of manifesting my regard for your comfort, that you had 
better make the removals and appointments which you contemplate, mi onee. If yon do net, 
there will not be as much of yoit left in a fow daya as there was of the Kilkenny Cats/* 

[No. 189.] Commodore Itaae Chauneey to Collector Swartwout-^ A very good oailor emdoroes € 

oery hmd note. 
Navy Yard, Brooklyn, May 1, 1829. — Dear Sir: Allow me to Introduce to your notiee, Mr. 
George A. Wesson, who was appointed by Mr. [Jonathan] Thompson as inspector of the Cua- 
toma, last Summer, partly by my soHcitstion. Mr. Wesson is a worthy man, in whose welforo 
I feel much interest ; and is the individual that I spoke to you about some time since. He will 
relate to you his situation and wishes. If you can continue him in office you will not only 
eerve a worthy man BUT RETAIN A GOOD OFFICER, and confer a personal favor upon, 

Dear Sir, your faithful friend, I. CH AUNCE Y. 

(No. 190] Jacob Barker, New York, to Lorenzo Hoyt, Albany. 

Nbw Yokk, Ist May, 1830. — Dbar Sir : You have herewith recommendation of sundry per. 

sons interested In the Bank of Wasliington and Warren. If Mr. Sherman should be selfCted, 

be will give Alderman Gideon Lee end John R, Hedley, Esqs.. as security — ^they are highly i«. 

spectable and responsible men. Alderman Lee is very rich. The names of some stockholders 

t nickeoion** cai« is aaother illuitratMa of the dnhoimt lyitani of wleetiqit nvuiM olBeOTs beeasM of tbair po- 
litienl optninns, and paying them for their profMsion of the principles, or their adberonceto the men. that prov« 
•arcettfni. Dickenson writes ifhrartwout, March 30. 1890 vbefote it was even known pobliely that he wmU be 
colieetorO " In priootple and soel I nnl« thank tioi. Jaekton. end Uke seme little eredit for beinc a privitiv* 
one." M ntihew L Dnvi. writes Bwnrtwout. three d«Ta after, '* He is a democrat and tapporttd theetectoral ticket 
thiit Totpd for Oenernl Jackson.*' Alderman Cowan wnies and tellt Swartwout, that " on the score of Jarkaeni«m h« 
has stronr clnims. as he was one of the first Jackson Committee ever formed in this city.** Mr. Bamoel Towoaead 
Qssores htm that Diekensoe •• has for a lonr time been a suenaons supporter of the roan who now sways thedekttniea 
of the AmerieaD people." Mr. Jeme Ciakley eeitUtoa that Oi " ii est of the 0riginoi Jatkem nMS-not of th« 
eleventh hour." ^ 
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have been mentioned, but as a qaeition of liability will arise from the peculiar phraseology of 
fkt aa*t of iocorpermtion, i think it would be very unwise to appoint any purty interested, there* 
fore I hope that Mr. Lathrop or Mr, Sherman will be oppointed, or both of them. 

Yours sincerely, JACOB BARKER. 



Col, Decatur, a worthless official J usfijies Clinton's condemnation of his conduct, 
* fNo. 191.] Col. John Decatur to Collector Swartwout. 

Portsmouth, May 4, 1829. — Dear Sir : This will be handed to you by my particular friend, 
Mr. John Blunt, lately a resident of this town. In making you acquainted with Mr. Blunt, I 
take much pleasure. He is a gentleman who has been extensively engaged in businei« in this 
ylace* and in my official duties, as late Naval Store Keeper, have been daily engaged with hioi 
io mercantile transactions. For a number of years Mr. Blunt has supplied our Navy Yard, and 
I have at all times found him prompt, energetic, and faithful in the performance of his contracts ; 
and wAere it possible for Mr. B. to reside with us, I know of uo man whom I would sooner se- 
leot to the first office in my gift. For the last four years he has acticely nud openly advocated 
the claims of our present worthy chief magistrate, and ih» reputation maintained by Mr. Blunt 
has been such in this section of tlie country, that we tru^t his talents have not been engaged un. 
■ucoessfully. Should it be necessary to have an assifttant editor^ to aid Mr. Noah in warding 
of the malignant shafts of the coalition par ty^ which will he made on you^ in consequence of the 
general sweep wJdch I presume you intend to make in vour office, I know of no more suitable 
maa than this said Cod of mine, and I therefore request that you will add one more obligation I 
am already under, by giving him an appointment in the Custom House. 

Yours with esteem and affection, DECATUR. 

[Rkxakks. — Col. John P. Decatur, whom Gov. Clinton had exhibited to the world, as very dis- 
gracefully interfering in State elections some years before at Brooklyn, and who figured disrepu. 
tably in the Chemical Bank trial, was appointed by General Jackson, Collector of Portsmouth, 
N. H.,in April, 1829. In May, he wrote to his friend Swartwout as above. Jackson and Van 
Boren's advent to power, was fortunate for jockies, jugglers, gamblers and blacklegs.] 

Webb and the Courier — Flagg, Wright and CrosweU — an Editor in leading strings to the 
Wire PuUers of Tammany — What am I to do ? — Butler and Tihbeis — Making terms with 
the Frees. 

[Three letters — ^Jameb Gordon Bennett to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y.] 
[No. 193.] PRii.AinLraiA. 7th June, 1829.— Dear Sir : When 1 first contemplated leav- 
ing New York a few days, 1 promised to write you occasionally. Of course I consider the pro- 
mise still good, i have been part of three days here, and have mixed a good deal with the lead- 
ing Jackson men. They received the account of the Union of the Enquirer and tho Courier with 
' utter astonishment.' So they told me in express terms. They cannot conceive how the party 
in New York can repose confidence in Mr. Webb. Such is the sentiment here. I shall write 
you again from Washington. In the meantime, will you do all you can about the paper ? Hpur 
up Butler for be wants it. I am. Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMAIS G. BENNETT. 

[No. 193.] Washington, 11 Juno, 1829. — Dear air: I arrived here the day before yen- 
terday. I called on Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Ingham. They are both in favor of the new Dem- 
ocratic paper or the old one renovated. The feeling against the coalition runs about as strong 
here as in New York. They knew it would be corrected by the public men in New York. 
Major Moore of Kentucky is here. He brings accounts from the west that some movements 
are making of a curious nature between Judge McLean (late postmaster) and Mr. Clay. * * 

J. G. BENNETT. 
[No. 194.] Albany, 20th July, 1829.-*-Dear Sir : Since I arrived here 1 have seen our 
friend^ in the Argus office and State department— I mean Major Ftagg, Mr. Wright, and Mr. 
Croewell. They are very friendly, but they my they have heard litdc of our local matters in 
New York, consequent on the sale of the Enquirer, with the exception of a passing remark from 
Mr. Cambreleng, as he passed through here a few weeks ago. They speak in the highest terms 
of Mr. Bamum, and assure me that he is every way capable for the position in New York. I 
am sorely puzzled to know what to do. Although our friends here think it a very favorable op- 
portunity to start a new paper, yet they think it a very hazardous experiment They told me 
to-day that if the party had the control of the political course of the Courier and Enquirer, it 
would be more eligible than a new paper. This they think could be done by placing an editor 
there under the auspices of the General Committee — an E^iitor who would toke care of the in- 
terests of the party and its friends. They are afraid that the political patronage is not suffi- 
cient for the support of a new paper, and they are of opinion that a journal which now ei^oys all 
"uch patronage as the Courier and Enquirer ouglit to give up its cohimns to a political Editor 
appointed by the General Committee. 1 wish you could get me out of these contradictory views 
•nd opinioDi. If yon tad Mr. OAKLEY, aiui Mr. CODDINGTON, and a few other of our 
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friends could settle what eourae IshaU take previous to my return, T DO NOT CARE WHAT IT 
IS-~i BkaU adopt it — I know it will be a proper courae. Which is the best and cheapest mode 
of expressing the views of the party ? A new or an old paper. / okall be impatient for actiom 
when I return. Now is the time to sow the seed. This is the spring of politics. The birds 
are beginning to sing. I cannot resist those influences, ond if you set yourself to work, I know 
yoQ can accomplish the matter to a T. Do not call me a heretic, and a triff ling fellow, because ' 
1 have spoken thus much of C. and £. If it be heresy , then undoubtediy must head-quarttrs be 
in a bad teay. 

On the evening before I left New York, I received a letter informing me that the Herald in- 
tended to publish on Saturday morning last this — ** The last rallying point of the RepnbUean 
Party has been surrendered, by the purchase by the Courier of the services and prospects of the 
gentleman who was to have published the N. Y. State Enquirer, &c. d&c. Ac." 1 went to the 
ofllice of the Herald and told them it was untrue, and forbid its publication. Snowden will teli 
you the whole story. It appears that Mumford went to the Herald and told them the story. 
You can see in this the finger of our friend BUTLER and Elisha Tibbets probably, who want to 
make as much mischief as possible. I hope old King Caucus will remember them. I shall 
write nothing for the C. and E. during my tour — that you requested to do. Tell Mr. Oakley 
that my next letter I shall write to him probably from the Springs. 

I am, Dear Sir, youre truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

P. S. — If you have any thing to say particulariy in the course of this week write to Buffsto to 
me. Mr. Croswell thinks that under present circumstances the Republican General Committee 
can make their own terms with Webb and Tylee. Would not a private meeting of our friends 
on the subject be a good firat step ? 

Van Buren disclaims all knowledge of the revolutionary intentions ascribed to Macktnxie, 
[No. 194a] Daniel Brent, to W. L. Mackenzie, York, U. C. 

Department of State, Wasbinoton, 28th July, 1830. Sir: Your letter of the fiiat of this 
month to the Secretary on the subject of an article which appeared some time ago in the colamne 
of the New York Courier and Enquirer, and has since been re.published in other public jour- 
nals, both of Canada and the United States, with additional innuendos and particulars, was re- 
oeived on the 18th instant at this oflice, during his absence ; but I lost no time in communica- 
ting its contents to him. The object of the article or articles referred to is, to indicate a visit to 
the United Stales and to this cspital during the last summer, as connected with some revolution- 
ary movement in the Canadas, in relation to which your agency was employed with the Fod^ 
ral Government ; and you call upon the Secretary in his official capacity positively and decided- 
ly to contradict it. 

I have, accordingly, just received a letter from Mr. Van Buren, the Secretary, dated at Albany, 
the Sl3d of this month, expressly authorising me to deny ail knowledge of, or belief, on his part, in 
the designs imputed to you, as I now have the honor of doing, and to state moreover, that he has 
not the smallest ground for believing, that your visit had anything political for its objecL He 
directs me slso to add, that if the President were not likewise absent from the seat of Govern- 
ment he is well persuaded he would readily concur in the declaration which I have thus had the ho* 
nor of making in hia behalf. I am, &c, DANIEL BRENT, ChUf Clerk, 

SUas B, Burrows and his schemes-^Swartwout puffs him to General Jackson, of whom he was 
long an adviser by the back statrs-^Silas wants his Consul at Panama^ h^c, 
[No. 194, 6.] Collector Swartwoot to General Andrew Jackson. 

New York, 15th August, 1829. Dear Sir : The accompanying letter has just been handed 
to me by the enterpriaing and intelligent writer of it, with a request that I would forward it to 
you. Mr. Burrows has not his equal, in our City, for commercial enterprise. You will readily 
perceive on perusing his communication, the extent and utility of the proposed line of communi- 
cation between different and very distant parts of South America. It is really surprising that a 
gentleman, siniple handed and without the aid of the Government, should have projected and 
actually carried into execution, such an extenaive and very important operation. But his zeal is 
not surpassed by his perfect independence of character. It was intimated to him a year or two 
ago, that Government felt so deep an interest in this affair, that they would be willing to eontri. 
bute largely towards its completion, but Mr. Borrows, being a gentleman of fortune and great 
pride of feeling, said NO. He preferred the whole expence and the whole credit of it, and he 
will not swerve from that determination. All the aid he requires from Government, is the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Everet as Consul at Panama, where there never was one before, and where 
there are no Americans residing at preaent. This appointment is important to him, for the sin- 
gle reason, that he knows that his commercial agent, if clothed with consular dignity and authority, 
will be more respected, in that country partieuinrly, than if he went there as a mere merchsnt. 
The person selected, Mr. Ev^t, is active and intelligent, and a warm and zealous frisnd of 
the present oMmotraiion. 
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Inilepenclently of the merit of tbit Enterprise, Mr. Burrow is anmdend, imitMrMUy tii our 
CUf 04 one of the moot upright, honorable and gentlemanly men tit the eommunUff. I am peraon- 
ally known to him, and f can assure yoar Bxcelt«ncy thai no manpoooeooee more of my confi- 
dence and eateem than .Vr. Burrowe. As this gentleman has already done a great deal tor that 
country which cannot fail to benefit his own, and which has, in fact already benefitted it exceed- 
ingly, he certainly merits the countenance of Government. The steam vessel which he has sent 
thither, and which I visited in company with Mr. Moore, our minister, before his departure, can- 
not fail to increase the facilities of communication to an extent certainly never before contemplated 
by its inhabunts or by strangers and whilst we have a minister there or an agent of Government of 
inferior rank, this little boat alone wilt be worth thousands of dollars annually to our Government 
and its citixens. The request, therefore, of Mr. B., that Mr. Everet may be appointed a consul 
where there never was one before, and where it is important that Mr. B. should have an agent, and 
where the Government of the United States will also soon require one is a very small requeslF^ 
and I feel persuaded, your Excellency will consider it so reasonable and proper as to give it 
yoor immediate sanction.t 

The * Reform* Appraiaere, Coe 2( Co. described by Swartwout—Juetice to the MerckanU, — 

doled out by Bernard J. Meuerole, Jeromue Johneon, Ichabod PraU, and the Custom House 

Politicians of 1830 — Espionage boldly defended. 

[Remarks.-*! do not know whether the following letter, marked * Private,' is, or is not an 
oflncial document. If it is, it is perhaps the only one I have copied from Custom House manuscripts, 
into this book. While I was copying it, Mr. Webber went d*wn to Mr. Hunter, the assistant- 
auditor, and told him what I was doing. Hunter went to the auditor, Mr. Ogden, who said that 
the Records were in charge of Mr. Bogardus — who, with Hunter, came up, stopt about twenty 
minutes, but made no remarks. The original is among the old letters, Slc. 

In May and June. 1830, Jeromus Johnson, William S. Coe, app'd April 1829, and A. B. 
Mead, went into office as appraisers at New York, and Bernard J. Messerole, D. L. Dodge, 
Ichabod Prall, and Ben. Brewster, as awstant-appnisers. They were, nearly all^ convenient, 
plausible, serviceable party instruments ; pretenders to republican principles, of which they had 
bat little ; but grossly ignorant of the prices and qualities of goods which it was their duty to ex- 
amine and value. Mr. Swartwout's letter, written three months after, shows how they conduct- 
ed business. The Mr. Gardner he speaks of was, / suppose, the Samuel S. Gardner, who had 
been a deputy-collector under Thompson, Stephen Allen, &.C., and clerk to Receivers of the 
Tradesmen's Bank in 1826. It could not have been D. Gardiner, the Inspector. By rewarding 
worthless, artful, electioneering hacks to selfish party leaders, with very influential offices, the 
duties of which are unconnected with politics, business sufliers, honesty is punished, undermined, 
or crushed, and the public morals are deeply injured. — W. L. M.] 

[No. 195.] Collector Swartwoot to Secreury Ingham, Washington. 

New York, 1st Sept. 1830. — Private. — Dear Sir : I am very sorry that the removal of Mr. Gar- 
dner from the appraiser's office, should be considered by you as an act of personal hostiUiy on 
mifpart, or that of any other disinterested person. I have often informed you that Mr. Gard- 
NBR ASS17MSD AT TIMES — Of hod it granted to him — of a]trai8In« the merchandise, tohich was 
sent to the appraiser's office for examination, and WHICH WAS CERTIFIED TO BY THE 
APPRAISERS [sworn officers!!] WITHOUT THEIR HAVING SEEN THE GOODS. I 
had even spoken to the appraisers about it. / saw it myself, and so reported it to you. I did 
consider it. and do now conaider it, a piece of gross assurance on the part of Mr. Gardner* and 
of most culpable neglect on th« part of the appraisers,! could not remedy it, and wrote you that 
it was so. Was I to blame for that? But further. — Many merchants did complain to me of 
Mr. Gardner's interference, while the appraisers were exsmining goods — and of his saying to 
them such and sneh goods are too high-— and tuet adopted his judgment. This was com- 
plained of. 

He was not a clerk, but styled himself an assistant to the appraisers. His constant occupa. 
tion, to my knowledge, for I saw it daily, was to hand them goods, stating their value, and get- 

t Bibs E. Barro%rt, (ion of Enoch) and hit hbtory are well knnwn in New York. He appean to have been 



deeply concerned with Collector Bnvartwout, and other deep speeolators pert of that band who joined " in the gen- 
eral scramble for plunder,** which thev so artfally covered up, in 189&— 0, with the cloak of patriotisni. Buiruwt 
got in debt, and railed, bat $10,000 of his creditors* means expended on a tomb to the mother of Washington, a 
' ' ' " ' offt, from dwaitwout and others, had helped him along. He went strong f" 

sry dear friend Noah— went with Swartwout as a con»eTvative— and at t 
J,*184l, when Van Bnren*s successor had gone to hU last re«t, toasted *• Jo 
som friend of W. H. Harrison.*' lo Sept. 1889 or 30. Swartwout enclosed 
vw*s correspondence with the baron Krudener, and asked sume high mark 
. B. (said Swartwout) is one of our boldest and most deserving mercbnnts, o 
:hivalrick feelings — hence this prompt and generoos eondoct towards hit i 
ttte Tirtoes are so happily Meoded,** dee. 



•how of patriotism, with a world of polft, from Swartwout and others, had helped him along. He went strong for 
Jackson — o^otiated a loan for hb very dear friend Noah — went with Swartwout as a conservative — and at the 
Tallmadge dmner, New York, May S6,'l84I, when Van Bnren*s successor had gone to his last rent, toasted ^ John 
Tyler, the disciple of Jefferson, the bosom friend of W. H. Harrison.*' lo Sept. 1889 or 30. Swartwout enclosed to 
Van Boren, then See'y of State, Banow*s correspondence with the baron Krudener, and asked sume high mark of 
exncative approbation for him. " Mr. B. (said S * ^ . . - - ^ ^ .• .-^. j 

a geoilemaa of the noblest and most chlvalrick f 
fortunate fellow beiD|>. But the private y ' 
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ting them to mark them tu:eardinglf. If such oonduot WM right| I was wrong in gi?ing yem, 
information of it — not otherwiae. 

Again.^Mr. , a yery reapectable merchant, called upon me at my lodgings, to infbim 

roe eoi^fidentiallfft (and merchants will not give information in any other way.) that goods had 
pasted the appraitero the da^ before, AT A LESS DUTV BY 50 PER CENT than he had 
paid for wimiiar goode in the eame vemel : and to conYince me of it, he had bought a bale of the 
very goods thus passed, and had them in his store, where he would shew me, and satisfy me of 
the truth of what he said, by marks and nitmbers. I did visit his store, and found the facts, as 
stated by him, to be true. On enquiring at the appraiseFs, I found that it locis Mr. Gardner 
who had INFLUENCED the appraioere in their deeieiom — and, so paramount was his authority 
or , that his opinion prevsiled—^nd this is not all. 

The Book in which a Clerk in the appraiser's office had recorded another decision, was taken 
from his desk, in his absence, and altered so as to correspond with his [Mr. 6srdner*8l own de- 
cision. This was done, too, with the -entry, which was altered by the eame pereon, to corree. 
pond with the alterations in the Booke. The Clerk in whose Books this wss done, gave me 
the information — secretly I admit, but not feloniously nor improperly. They were no spies, but 
honest clerks. 

To show you that I was disposed to do my duty, I SENT FOR MR. COE, one of the ap- 
praisers, snd informed him of it. He afpsaesd to be very much shocked at the thing, and 
promised me he would probe it to the bottom, let who would staffer. I told him I was convinbed 
it was Mr. Gardner from all the circumstances, the hand. writing, the erasures, dtc— O* but I 
never heard any thing more abot^ it from the appraisers. This is what I meant by ** infidelity 
to his trust.*' 

It was not necessary that you should do this act upon the faith of what I stated. Mr. Grard- 
ner is nothing to me, but / teas obliged to notice his conduct, and what they said of it, but yon 
were not compelled to believe me or them. I am willing to make oath to what I have stated, 
but I may not be able to get merchants to do the same. What took place in the appraiser's 
office can be testified to by the clerks and others ; but they would do it with reluctance, I ap> 
prebend, if the Treasury should attribute it to " improper passions." 

I cannot give you the names of those who communicate to me eonfidentiaUy, I obtain in. 
formation, daily something of great importance — secretly, to be sure, but I cannot divulge the 
sources of it. I would rather not act than compromit my honor in a matter of such importance. 

You appear to be surprised that Mr. Gardner is removed. I acted upon the authority of your 
letter to remove him from the appraisers' office, and give him employment somewhere else. I 
wrote to Mr. Gardner a very polite note, stating that I had the honor to enclose him a letter I 
had that day received from the Treasury Department, and I also sent the original to the apprais- 
ers. Mr. G. never came near me from that day to this. He left the appraisers, but did not ac> 
cept the offi^r to be employed elsewhere, because he is rich, being worth, it is supposed, si^ty 
thousand dollars — and does not want and would not accept a subordinate situation elsewhere at 
half his former salary. I am, &c., S. S. 

[No. 196.] Churchill 0. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, Albany. 

WASHiROToir, 30th Dec, 1830. — Dear Sir : See our Engineer, Mr. Jervis, and see every rnrnn 
who can aid our Branch Railway petition, or who will help us to give the Turnpike Company 
its quietus. There is a secret about Judge Pectus trial — the federal minority in the Senate 
mean to sustain him — the case is an outrageous violation of the rights of a citizen. The Planet, 
a new locomotive of Stevenson's, has gone from Liverpool to Manchester and back again in 60 
minutes, including two minutes stoppage ! See the members of the Committee in the two 
Houses — and let me know to whom I con send of our charters. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

The Quartermaster Oeneralship— ^Prosper M. Wetmore and the Plash Fhre Os's.— TFe<ffiore 
and Webb candidates — the militia mixed up with party services — Webbs great military ex- 
perienee—Noah a candidate unknown to Webb — Wetmore denounced by Webb a$td Noah^— 
Sandford goes for Wetmore. 
[No. 197.] Col. James Watson Webb, N. Y., to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany. 

Private, New York, Jany. 8, I8S1. 

Dear Hoyt : A gentleman called upon me to-day and asked whether I would prefer being 
Q'r. Master General to Lieut. Colonel of the Grovemor's Guard ; and proceeded to state that 
Bayard being absent in Florida, Prosper M. Wetmore, was pushing very herd to be sppointed 
in his stead. He informed me that Lawson had pledged himself to get it for him, and made a 
visit to Albany last week, solely and exduo^ely on that account. He also told me what I did 
not before know, that in consequence of Wf^TMORE'S connexion with the " Life and Fire** 
or some other such company, the 2lth Regiment of Artillery compelled him to ftoign. He is 
consequently obnoxious to the MlUtsry, many of whom tunicd their eyes to ns^-avt for 



WETMORE, WEBB, AND NOAH, BACINff FOR A ft^T TITI^. 296 

IoTe« affection or respect, hut aimply becatue tkty thought I could defeat Wetmore, I know 
Wctmore only as the author of Lexington and other poetic productions, and as the great gun of 
Swartwout and LawBon. I owe him no ill will, nor do 1 feol it incumbent upon me to aak 
whether in seeking my own advancement 1 tread upon his tues or nut. To cut the 
matter short, I want to be Qy. Master Generml. It gine§ me the. rank of Brigadier, and the 
duty wilt be less than that of my present appointment. There are no emoiumeuts attached to 
chQ office, and coisequently even an Editor may be appointed without the censure of the oppo- 
sition. Ten ypara of my life spent in the army, qualify me lor it, and I muy, without vanity, 
say, make me more competent to the <Hsehtrge of its duties than any other applicant. As an 
evidence of bow the Military estimate my army services, I need only mention that in January 
last I was elected Lieut. Colonel of the Guards, when in Albany, without knowing personally 
bat one officer of the Regiment, and this, too, without my having been consulted on *he subject. 
Yon know what would have been (he consequence of my having come out for Root instead of 
Thruop last Summer, and it will be mtmewhut strange if he refuses to grmtt so small a favor 
as to consider nu as worthy of the office as P. M, Wetmore, 1 do not wish to b« known as an 
applicant so long as there is a possibility of defeat, and have therefore determined to write only 
to the following persons on this subject. FVom you I ezpeet alt yoa can do, nor would I write 
to ny persons on such a subject unless I felt that I would be pleased to render them a similar 
aer ice. I wrote to Selden, C. L. Livingston, the Governor, Lt. Governor, Messrs. Diz, Tallmadge 
and Hubbard of the Senate, and Edmonds of the house. With sny of these speak freely, and to 
moy other you choose, but not to let it be known that I do apply unless I succeed. Caigylof our 
delegation, and also Ostrander, are very friendly. In short. Do as I would do by you — nothing 
more. , All well here, and I beg you to accept our thanks for your ieuen, although yoa did 
make roe publish your bit at Monroe. Your friend, in haste, JAS. WATSON WEBB. 

N. B. You entirely misapprehended oar remarks about Selden. Say it shall be attended 
to.— W. 

N. B. I have written to Edmonds telling him to call and ask to see this. — ^W. — also to 
Selden.— W. 

P. S. If I am not appointed W. must not get it—it will injure the Governor if he gives it 
to bim.-»W. I eocloae you the letter to the Governor, which read and hand to him. Noah 
yop will perceive has been named but he oares nothing about it. I do. Send all the letten I 
enclose to the petions to whom directed. 

[No. 198.] Lieut Col. Webb to Lieut Governor Throop. 

Office of the CoiTiuni ahd Ehqitibsx, New York, Jany. 8, 1831. 
To His Exeelleney, &e.— Dear Sir : I have learnt to day, for the first time, that in conse- 
qa%nce of Mr. Bayard*a absence, applications have been made for the appointment of Qr. Maa. 
ter General. I am not in possessioa of any fiicts which authorize me to say that Mr. Bajrard 
does not intend to return to the City ; on the contrary, he suggested about eighteen months since 
that the situation woold salt me— said he had some idea of leaving the state ; and that, in the 
event of his doing so, he would let me forward his resignation, and at the same time become an 
applicant to sueceed him. If, however, it is in contempUttion to appoint a successor, I beg that 
I may be considered an applicant Of my fitness for the situation, perhaps the best evidence is 
to be fonnd in nearly ten years service in the U. S. Army ; with what reputation your Adjutant 
General, Major Diz, can inform you. Of the value placed upon those services here, I 
have no other evidence than my being elected, in January last. Lieutenant Colonel of the Go- 
yemor's Guard, by the officers of that Regiment, without being known to but one of them ; and 
elected, too, without any previous consultation or information on the subject. It is not my wish to 
b« known as an applicant unless I succeed, and therefore I have not applied to the officera of the 
Military in this City ; but if their recommendation is only necessary to ensure my success, an 
intimation to that eflTect to Mr. Hoyt, who is now in Albany, or to Mr. Selden, or Livingston, will 
be promptly acted upon. I beg. Sir, that my claims may be considered, and that you will do 
me the favor to inform some one of my friends of your determination. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, JAS. WATSON WEBB. 

SUNDAY MORNING. — On showing this to Noah, a few minutes since, he informed me 
that his name has been used for this appointment, but that he is indifferent about it. I consider 
Mr. Noah as well qualified for the situation, and would be pleased to see him appointed if I do 
do not succeed myself. At all events, his appointment would be more popular than that of any 
person I have heard named. Yours, dtc. J. W. WEBB. 

[No. 199.] Dear Sir: Yoa know well the delicacy of these military appointments among 
militery men. I am indifferent, as Mr. W. says, about it, but there are many circumstances 
which would render THE APPOINTMENT OF COL. WETMORE, both of a civil and miU- 
iary nature, HIGHLY EXCEPTIONABLE, Several have spoken to me on this sul^ect al- 
rewijF Yours truly, M. M, NOAH 
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{No. 2200.] C. W. Sandlbid, to Lieut. Col. J. W. Webb. 

ThompeoQ Street, Satordaf Ev*g^ Jan. 8. 
Dear CoIopM * I have just received yoara of thia afternoon, and regret aincerely that I cannot 
comply with your r^queat to addresa the Governor in favor of your application for the appointment 
of Qr. Maater Genentl-— eimply becatiae, before bearing of your being a candidate, at the request 
of some friends of Col. Wetmore, I wrote to His Ji^xoellency in hi» behalC Had I known you were 
an applicant 1 would unqaestionably have advocated your appoinnaent — ^your practical militaiy 
education and experience having given you great advantagra (which you have well used) in ac- 
quiring information in military aifoirs. Bat having already addressed the Governor, I cannot 
with any delicacy or propriety, intrude myaelf again on this aubject. 

YouiB veiy truly, C. W. SANDFORO. 

[No. 901.] R. H. Nevina, Broker, Wall Street, to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany, dated New Toik, 

14th Jan'y. 1831. 
" Dear Hoyt — I moat trouble you to let me know, whether our Banks, now being willing to 
take renewals of their Charters on the terms ofiered to them last winter, will all be able to get 
them ? It waa predicted by some persons that aome of them might not have another chance. 
And as to a new Trust Co.>-do you think that an applkation from a very respecuble list <rf'peti. 
tionera will succeed in getting a Charter aimilar to the one granted at the last asasion ? I shall 
be much obliged for your opinion on the above, or on any other subjects that may have to do 
with Wall atreet. 1 am willing to run the riak of your opiniona, and I hereby bind myself not, 
either by word, deed, or look, to manifest any mortification or disappointment should any bad 
result come of your advicea. I hold conaiderable Life and Trust Co. Stock, which will rise or 
fiill probably when the question is settled about other charters. 

Yours very sincerely, R. H. NEVIN8." 

[No. 202 ] Frederick A. Tracy to Jease Hoyt, Albany. 

New Yosk, Jan. 26, 1831. — Yours of the 522d inst did not reach me yesterday till bte in 
the day, so that nothing could be done. To-day, at the Board, it was not my luck to get bold 
of any of this stock, al3io* aome sales were made at from 96) to 97} — but I have some prospect 
of concluding a bargain for 300 shares. If I make any purchases it will be for vour aeeowit 
solely, as I think the stock high. FRBD'K. A.' TRACY. 

[No. 203.] Churchill C. Cambreleng. M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Washington, 10 Feb. 1831. — DearH : The Senate only wait for our alow Committee 

on Foreign Relations to get up and pass the bill organiaing the [Danish 7] Commission — ^tbere 
is no other difficulty that I hnve heard of. Simpson's nomination may encounter oppoaicion, 
but I have heard of none. I differ in opinion with oor Directors, about the greal tmjwrtsnee of 
a branch line, as it regards ona own interest — that liea at the eastern termination— we wiah, 
however, to accommodate Albany, but if the two sections of the town quarrel amoag them. 
selves and defeat our bill we cant help it. The northern part of the town will saffer, and the 
southern part will be benefited by our having no branch. We ahall carry the boainesB when- 
ver our road goes. Combinations of fragments cant hurt us in general politics — ^in corporation 
mattera we shall eternally have local divisions. In general divisions we have none to fight but 
Clay*s friends— and we have Old Hickory against him. Between ouraelvea, I don't care 
two and sixpence about having a branch tine passed — we can get along well enough without iL 
Next yeor the people of Albany will Se glad enough to present the petition themselves — it's in- 
finitely more important to them than (o us. 

Very sincerely your friend, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 204.] Silas M. Stilwell. Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Albany, 15 Feb. 1831. — Dear Hoyt : Your favore have reached me, and I hosten to answer 
them. The name of Stbthbn Cahbrbleno has been sent into the Senate. I give you this in. 
formation because 1 know from your letter that it will please you, and because I like to please 
you — but I am bound to say that although I have no objection to Cambreleng, yet T gave Van 
Wyck the preference — and if I could have had my way — ^if peraonal weight nnd anxiety of feel* 
ina: conid have given the office to Van Wyck. so far as relatea to me he would have had i(. 
Van Wyck i^ my friend — I owe him much friendship. This you know — and of ooin^«'. he was 
my man. 1 have been defeated, and I have the consolation that you will be plen^^d. und that 
Cambreleng is a clever fellow. I am your friend, S. M. STILWELL. 

Thinks Calhnon some 'poor deviVs dupe'-^Von-Bstren likened to the higKaphrited horse^ 
SpeeuUttors to he put dovm^Throop^s nominaiion of Vice Chancellor MeCoun hangs heavf 
in the Senate. 

[No. 205.] Dudlev Selden. M. C. Sec, to Jesse Hovt, N. York, 
Albany, March 4, 1831.— My Dear Hoyt: My friend'a lettera have not perhapa been an«. 
WWtnd as soon as he thinks they oufl^t^-bat I haTp not besQ able to |ead them ^e^— an4 ^ u^an 
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Is ceruinly entitled to be pniaed for hit punqtuality who makes his return to a letter as soon as 
he haa perused it. 

You need net endorse * confidential' on any of your communications to Livingston or Stilwell 
• ««»•« (},i mi/in^ C^lioun's earre^^idence, I madt vp my mind very »oon 
ikui U had hien the dupe of mmu poor dwU behind the curtain, and had exhibited moot egre. 
gioM0fbltif inbeiftg eattghi. Yomr oueceufvl competitor Jor a high place [J. A. Hamilton ?] 
SMfRf to have been the moot eonepievouo man m bringing tip thie by-goue tranaaction^and I 
«n giad that Mk. Van Burbn, tike the high-opiritedhorMe, hoe ohaken the dew from hie mane, 
emd eMpoeed tke rogue to i$ token* 

No news here. Your kind efibrts of the D. and H. are duly appreciated. I felt satisfied that 
in eending me the iittle pamphlet, your whole object was the public good. So is mine — and / 
fBstf, if I oan,gi9e the raocmUg opeailatare upon time a thruet under the ehort ribe. 

McCoun [Vice Chancellor] hange heavy in the Senate, I know not why. As soon u Slee* 
per withdrew (and so I read hie letter to the Chancellor^ I have aided him all I could. 

Yuuis truly, DUDLEY SELDEN. 

Selden a man of talent^^Fhret raU Democratic timber a ecarce commodity-^' ajudidouM puf* 
— thanke the Courier aai Enquirer, — L^hhying from within, 
[No. 906.] Btlas M. Stilwell to Jesse Hoyt. New York. 

Albany, 7 March 1891. Dear Hoyt: I should have written you before, but that boaineas 
begins to prees upon us of the city, more and more— end again yon know we are in the midst 
of my Bill on Imprisonment. I have great bopee. You have doubtleas seen Selden** report on 
dto Finsnces, &e. You may depend there is an exhibition of talent and business habits sbout 
that report which is worthy of all commendation — Selden is a man of ulent — and I am deter- 
mined the world shall know it. Nothing gives me greater pleaanre than to back a clever wor- 
thy fellow. 1 oan look the world in the face and nay he is honeet, he is capable. Yon snow 

TBime IS BUT LITTLB BIEST KATB TUf BBB IH TAB DSaiOCBATIO BAHKS, THAT HAS BBBN DISOOVEBSn. 

We should therefore prise what we have the more. But I am inclined to think that your bar 
cannot present to ns one who (if baeked by bis firiends) will be a greater ornament to the party 
than SeUen. I will not speak more en the subject, ahho' there is no topic which yields roe more 
pleaanre. Now permit me to say that nothing will help a political firiend so much ss a xudi- 
oioos rnrp thromgh a party paper. Never woe there a finer opportunity, and I commit our 
friew£e reputatian m that reepeet to you. Hoyt, remember, we never can do too much (and I 
know yon think so) for a warm hearted, talented friend. Be judicious, and let us see what we 
oan do for hira. I was much gntified on seeing in the Courier and Enquirer, a notice of my 
report. I muet think better of that establiahroent than I have done, and will take the first op- 
portunity of asanring these eoooemed that I cannot be outdone in generous conduct. It is my 
intention to baek Selden to the utmost of my ability in the tax proposed — and you know T sel- 
dom fail in my undertakings, for what ea$mot he done by argument and conduct in the Houoe 
earn fte earned by aeHmty and elevemeoo out dooro. 1 feel very anxious to get through and 
ntnm home ; this business is a great sacrifice to me ; and did I not employ my mind and body 
oonetantly, I should not be able to remain here. Let me hear fi'om you. I write in great haste 
1 be assured I ressain, with great respect and esteem, your friend, S. M. STILWELL. 



McAllister of Georgia, and the Gold Mine of New Potoei, 
[No. 207.] R. J. Arnold and M. H. McAllister to Jesse Hoyt, Wall street. 

Savaitivah, May 15, 1831^— Dear Sir: Your favor of the 5ih inst. is received. In reply, we 
woald observe that our Mr. Arnold sails for New York on the 3dd inst., and will be authorised 
to cloee this business upon the terms he may think best. Tho' what part is sold, muet be at a 
handsome profit, for every day we are receiving more favorable accounts from the Mine. 

To-day McAllister received a letter from the Gold Region ; an extract from it will be given be- 
low. The report alluded to in your letter from the Doctor, will no doubt come to hand by to- 
dajr's mail. We shall wait with anxiety until it is received. In the meantime we note that 
part of your letter which requests us not to interest any person here. This has not been done. 
On the contrary, every person here is ignorant of our being dnterasted in the Potoei mine. You 
will perceive by the extract from the letter above alluded to, that the claim has not, as yet, been 
extinguished, idtbough we so conmdered it the last time we wrote Mr. Ward. It is therefore 
▼ery neceesary that this business be kept sn entire seeret for the present MeAUieter wiUf in 
a few days, ae eoon ae the Court rieee, etart for the Gold Region. 

R. J. ARNOLD. M. H. McALLISTER. 

EzTBACT.— -" With regard to the claim on Pofest, they wish to hold on, on account that they 
" have examined the mine more thoroughly, and find it much better than they expected. THAT 
"PLACE IS THE MOST ASTONISHING IN ALL THE GOLD REGION ; and I hope 
*'fou will believe me when I say its prospects are very much more flattering than when you 
"were here— in the lan^^ge of the writeri 50 per cent better." 



32g mm navy. tSd^SOO's worth op alban r aegbnct bait. ' 

PuBking in the Naval Serviee^SwartwotU wanU Ait Nephew 9eni ohMtd •f to Sumn. Thm 

wof a thing might he done, 
[No. 208.] Collector Swartwout to Levi Woodbury. Socretary of the Navy, Wariiington. 
New YoaK, 28ih May, 1831.— Sir: Thia letter will be handed to you by Sammel Shiiik 
Swartwout, my nephew, at present a paaaed midahipman in the U. 8. Navy. Thia ymng gen- 
tleman entered as midshipman the lOtfa May, 1820. He was entiUed by law, to an examinati<fti 
in 1828, but being absfent on duty, he did not offer till Jannary, 1M9. Ill health and citmne 
diffidence lost him the opinion of the Board, and be was rejeeted. Thw unfortunate mishap pra. 
duced so much distress, that, on a second trial, from mere emh ai i aa s m e n t alone, he failed again ; 
but the Board, as well as the Secretary of the Navy, from his known talanta aa an officer, deter- 
mined to encourage him to make a manly effort to overcome a eonrtftaiioMU defect ; and he hna 
recently passed an excellent and most credimble examination, and now presenia himaeif to the 
Secretary in the expectation that he will be placed at tnerai ejlUero ttmifariy miumted Aerefa- 
fore have 6een, upon active duty aa a Lieutenant. It ie alao greatly to be deairad, if eotmaUnt 
toith the regulatione of the iVaoy, that his commiaaion aa Lieutenant, whan iaanad, ahonld take 
date with thoee of the midahipmen whose warranta bear date with hia own, hmt wkv pm m ed im 
1828 The private character of Midahipman Swartwont ia irreproachable, and his honor unim- 
peached. He will explain more fully to you, in person, the cauaes of hit failure to pass in 1838, 
and give yon such other information aa may be of consequence for yon to icnow. 8. S. 

Railr9ad§^Tnn^e9^H<nft and CmnhreUng. 
[No. 209.] C. C. Cambreteng. M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 
Albany, 22d August, 1891.— Dear Sir : I am informed about the turnpike mevament T&e 
stock was appraised at 20 per cent./ind the charter waa valued at $10,000, aokiqg in all about 
$33,500— about a fair valuation. The diatributiott of the new atoek not yet made. That db- 
tribution will give offence. Some of the Directors are anxioua to pwh on with the road— otfaen 
are for compromising with our company. The latter have moat money, but the leanit ia nnoer- 
tain. When they aee our locomotive in operation they will abandon their plan of a turnpike and 
raiUroad. We should have no trouble with It at all ; but there are mrne mke went uiavuif to 
maJfce a BUBBLE of it and take in honeet men. I have a perfect undaratanding with Mr. Coni- 
ing, and if be can in the distribution get a majority, or a eontroul of it, we ahaU uompromiae the 
matter. In the meantime we have advertised for a branch line, and Mr. French ia privaialy ut 
work, getting the conaent of ownera of property through which the line will paaa. If no eompio- 
mise should be made, we will make them a proposition which will give aatiafuction to niiie.teiiifaa 
of the people of Albany, and aend the epeeulatore in the new aloek with a bad graoe tofthe Ie. 
gislature. But after all, they must keep up the turnpike, and that kiUa tlieir raiUroad proieat at 
once. The two never can be combined without sinking the capital laid out in both. Wa ahali 
have our locomotive at work by the end of the week. The boiler went back to iho toad today. 
Ours will be an immense stock. I am certain we ahall next year aveimge aiwnt 800 a day. 

Sincerely youre, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Mr, MeAUieter eondemna the Democratic Legidaiure of Georgia^ ao Ha^, enviama and igae. 
rant^^. M. Berrien^o ^orte to enlighten them-^ort to ohtmin epoeial privilogoafor Hoigfa 
gold mine. New Potooi-^Whf should corporatione pai§ than doHa? Choekt tnparff Itgia. 
lation-^McAllieter ewearo at *em J-^Purgatorf^Tho aaota who hrmff for thepuhUe, 

[No. 21.0.] M. H. McAllister, of Georgia, to Ward and Hoyt; New Yoik. 
MiLLEDOEviLLfi, [Georgia,] Nov. 27 1831. — Gentlemen z All to over, I have just come frera 
the State House. After a struggle of three dajrs in the Senate, wherein an unremitted and hot 
debate has been maintained from morning until night, for two days, we have failed in our object 
of obtaining an Act of Incorporation. The intelligence of the Senate has been beaten by the 
ignorant-wise, graas-fed members who compose a large majority of the Legfulature. No effort 
has been pretermitted, no exertion spared. Berrien in behalf of the Elrod, Murray in behalf oif 
Been, Booth, and St. John, and ourselves, have all made united and untiring exertiona, but all in 
vain. Against US the prejudice is unsparing. They say that the Elvt>d people have but the 
lease of one mine, whereas we have monopolized a great and valuable minincr interest ; and to 
incorporate ua would be to hold out an inducement to northern men to embark in it ; and the 
effect of their embarking to work the interest would be to create an immense monied interest in 
the State, which would revolutionize its politics. The Clark men, with a few exceptions, opposed 
it with deadly hoetility. The body of the oppoaite party went for the charter. Fourteen argn. 
ments were submitted to the Senate, by as many of the most distinguished men in the House, 
and altho * but two epoke againot the Bill, such was the danger apprehended from our immenae 
wealth (that is to b«) that the Bill was voted down. I cannot have patience to write or speak 
deliberately on the subject. For throe weeko, day and night, oUr exertiona, togeihor with the 

1 Can thii he th« Matthew Hall McAlHitor who wa* Hi: Attjr. for Georgia, and more reetntlr a Democfatie can- 
didate fbrtheofBeeof fioveraort . ' .. 
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^fmrU of many of the leading men in the Senate, hacked hy Berrien^ Jtave been unceasingly em- 
pioyed—all in vain. THE BESOTTED IGNORANCE AND THE BUND AND FOOL- 
ISH ENVY OF THE MAJORITY have carried the day. I have never laboured so severely 
for the obtainment of any object as of this, and am proportionobly, disappointed. On Saturday 
(the 25ih) our bill was taken up by sections. On coming to the 2nd section an amendment 
woo proposed ** to make the individual property of each Stockholder liable for the debt of the 
corporation" On this motion the struggle took place^ as the advocates of the Bill knew that if 
it were sustained there was an end to the Bill, as THE ONLY OBJECT CONTEMPLATED 
BY BEING INCORPORATED WOULD BE DEFEATED. The discussion continued all 
Saturday — the excitement was greater than on any question which has arisen this session. The 
advocates of the Bill urged every consideration that men could express ; but all to no purpose. 
The arguments of the opponents to the Bill were, that we had an interest too valuable for any 
Bet of men in this state, and to induce capitalists to work it by giving an act of incorporation 
would be to make us dangerous to the Stale, &c. Such stuff never before issued from the mouth 
of mao. The yeas and nays on the motion were called, and it was sustained by a majority of 
three votes. This small majority (there being 76 Senators) inspired the friends of the Bill with 
the hope of ultimate success — they moved for an immediate adjournment, which was carried by 
a majority of one. Saturday night and Sunday were consumed by the mutual efibrts of the 
friends and opponents of the Bill in canvassing for and acrainst it. • Monday morning toe felt oe^ 
cure, as many as SEVEN MEMBERS HAVING BEEN GAINED OVER; when behold! 
letters were received by a number of the members of both Houses from their constituents, pro. 
festing against their extending legislative protection to us. By the rules of the House, every 
Bill has to he published for a certain time previously to a third reading ; and thus our effort 
was made known to the people, who instead of regarding the matter in its true light determined 
that we were going to swallow them alive. These letters determined the fate of our Bill. The 
whole of Monday (this day) has been consumed by the intelligent members (about twenty out of 

the whofe number) in contending against prejudice, ignorance, and the d 1 folly ever ex- 

hUnted in a Senate Chamber; but all in vain ; and I have just strength enough after the fatigue 
of the day to write you this much. Berrien is writing the fate of the Bill to Mr. Bolton. « « • • 
Dr. Baber, one of the roost intelligent members of the Senate and one of the moat active ad- 
voeates of our Act, will write you from time to time as to any thing (hat may arise hereafter 
upon the subject of our Bill. / leave this infernal place /o-morrow morning. Arnold left here 
for Poiosi some few days since. I wrote you about the title to the Keith Mine-^that it was 
There is po difficalty sbout title to any of our lots, and thank God for this I for I believe 
otherwise that this raseaUy apology for a Legislature would take them away if they could. 
• e « * * • I |»|iQ i^ii y0Q that t/ any one of you had been in the situation I have been in 
thio worse than Purgatory, yon would express no such surprise. I have not written to my 
wife nor my partner. • * • • A Mr. Dickson has submitted to me the plan the English have 
adopted to work mines in Mexico, where they have no incorporations; I will submit the same 
when I next write you. TO INDUCE THE ASSES HERE WHO BRAY FOR THE 
PUBLIC at the expense of ^4 per diem, to pass our Bill, eretything was given up, ** and a 
tax of two per centum on the nett profits, nay Jive per centum was offered.** We asked simply 
to be a corporate body, and this they denied ! I should suppose that sympathy alone would have 
induced the majority to vote for corporations, inasmuch as there is a marvellous resemblance 
between them — they are * bodies without souls.' * ♦ » ♦ They can't touch us as individuals— 
as such, thank God ! we have the federal constitution to protect us. Write to the Hon. Am- 
brose Biaber, thanking him, &.c., and state whether you will have an act if the private property is 
made liable. We think it would be worse than useless, ^c. 

(2 o'clock, A. M., 28 Nov., 1831.) M. H. McALLISTER. 



Fan Buren in London — Evaporation of Anti-Masonry^the Reform Bill — the Cholera, 

[No. 211.1 M. Van Buren, American Minister, to Jesse Hoyt, at N. York. 

London, Dec. 14, 1831. — My Dear Sir : I thank you kindly for your attention in sending mc 
the newspapers. Tlio result in New York is truly gratifying, and cannot fail to have a decided 
and auspicious effect upon the character of the next session of Congress. It is to be hoped that 
the utter hopelessness of their cause will induce the opposition to withhold a portion at least of 
their wonted opposition to the measures of the general administration, and to give the Old Chief 
a fair chance in his zealous labours to advance the interest of the country. 

I was not at all disappointed at the result in New York. AS THE TIME HAD OBVIOUS- 
LY ARRIVED FOR THE EVAPORATION OF ANTLMASONRY. 

There is nothing new here that you will not find in the pspers. The Reform Bill will, with- 
out doubt, pass by or without a creation of Peers, as circumstances may require. We have been 
in constant dread of the Cholera, but notwithstanding that the danger has increased, hahit has 
leaaened our fean. This city is, I h«ve no doubt, as yet entiiely exempt from tho malignant and 
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frtal disorder. My health, and constequcntly my spirits, have not been better for many yeai* 
Our situation is very comfortable (always >avin^ its eiionnous expenses) and the Town is full of 
objects of iiitf nse mieresi^-animate and inanimate. Remember me kindly to Mrs. Hoyt, and 
believe me to be. Very truly, yours, M. VAN BUREN. 

McLttnt*9 Trtaaury Report condtmned — the Lords ond Bitkept. 
[No. 212.] C. C. Cambreleng, M. C, tu Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

WasbucotoN, 29ih Dec, 1831.— Dear Hoyt : 1 have youre with the papers. We have ttrtng^ 
notions about such caaea — I mean we Lawyert, Whut ibe committee may think about it, I don't 

^no^ I will get along as well aa 1 can with it, and hope for the best. It's lucky you aent a 

petition in a decent hand-writing, or 1 should never have known what you wanted. Ten years 
ago the case would have been rejected. 1 have hopes now, as we have reveraed some of the old 
phnciplea. 

The Treasury Reportt is as bad as it possibly can be — a new version of Alexander Hamil- 
ton's two reports on a National Bank and manufactures, and totally unsuited to ikU age of de- 
mocracy and reform. The battle on these grounds has not yet begun — it will oo uju wild- 
Fias WHBV WE coxxaNCE oua wAa aqaimst the Loans and Bishops. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

The FriaT*9 jvmp over the Ase — the Courier and Enqvirer, 
[No. 213.] C. C. Cambreleng to J. Hoyt Washinotoit, 29tb Dee., 1831.— Dear H. : 
I am quite amused with the new Bank con vert ,t the Courier and Euquirer — ^it reminds me of 
the Friar who was trying to mount an Ass. After jumping up two or three times without auo- 
oess, he put up a fervent prayer to the Virgin Mary— jumped again, and went entirely over to 
the other aide^the Virgin was too kind. Smcerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

The Debenture eaoe — Lawyera' Justice, 
[No. 214.] C. C. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Washiroton, 3d January, 1832. — Dear H : 1 dare say you are surprised that there should 

be any doubt about I and McJ*b case — but you will cease to doubt when 1 tell you that for twen. 
ty years the debentures were forfeited becauoe the oath teas not taken within the ten daiyo ! 
This was Lawyertf justice — but men of common sense took up the subject about five years ago, 
and reversed all the old deciaions, and granted relief in all such esses for thirty years back. 
Yowrs is a new case, and I don't know what queer notions the Lawyers msy have about. I 
hope I shall get along with it. I may report a bill to-morrow morning, if I get the consent of 
our committee. If I get it from Smith when I go home, I will send you the $750. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 215.] C. C. Cambreleng, to Jesse Hoyt. WAsmiraTow 7, Jan., 1832. 

Dear H — I have your letter — all right — and will go right. Why does not Glover hand over 
the 92000 to Bucknor 1 I thought it was paid a month ago. I wish you would say to Mr. Cod- 
dington that Bucknor has not yet received one cent from Mr. Jackson — he talks of paying $175 
—but nothing was paid on the 5th unless on that day. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Colonel Wehh spurns Poor Devils who sell themselves for Office — is independent of Jaehoon and 
the Regency — but the warmest friend of Jackson and Van Buren — A hint to BUnr — Ukos 
Jesse — but away with Farasites ! 

[No. 216.] Colonel James Watson Webb, to Jesse Hoyt, at Washington. 

Office of the Courier and Enquirer, New Yoaa, January 19th, 1832. 
Dear Sir— Yonrs of the 16th has just been received, and has been taken as it was meant; 
yet, permit me to add, it has not had any influence upon the course I intend to pursue. 

// my course has disgusted every honest friend of the President, toat is, every Poor Devil 

WHO 18 willing to SELL HIS INDEPENDENCE FOR AN OFFICE, why 80 be it. 

You know, as you ought to know, that I am not to be driven from any course I consider cor- 
rect, even if the ftiends of General Jackson should attempt it, or professed friends of my own, 
write, or procure to be written, articles in the Globe interfering between us and the Argijs. 

If, as you say, my '* friends are fast falling off" in Washington, and you have been made their 
confidant, please tell them that I do not value such friendship a rush, and no matter what their 
atations are, whether high or low, they are most welcome to pursue such a course as to them 
seems proper. 

Thank God I am independent of General Jackson, and those who would fain have the wodd 

♦ By Louis M»Laii«, who racowd«d Bfr. Inphara m Secretary, in Jane, 1831. 

•J h I'li'*^'"."'*?*' ^•**- J ?*>• J®2' '* " ****** ^^^ » «"d»* f«' $50,000. cr apw&rdt, had been fiven to Moms. 
Webb k. Noah, by the U- S. Bank, on a note or notes drawn by the former and endoiMd by the latter. HoytlMA 
verf early Botieeofthh U.S. Bank loan, and urged Cambnlaaf to probe it in Ck)iigiMi,whie^ ' 
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betieve they haye the keeping of hie conecience— «nd if I am not — ^if my daily bread for myaelf 
and fiimiiy depended apon traekeUing to hie friends — to the Argua and ita coterie of would be 
great men, you should know enough of roe to believe that I would do what I thought correct. 

/ would like to aee an indimdual in the United SUUee deetgnated, WHO IS MOKE HON. 
ESTLY and DrSINTERBSTEDLY ATTACHED TO VAN BUREN AND GENERAL 
JACKSON THAN MYSELF. 

SUCH AN ONE CANNOT BE FOUND-^nd yet I am to be told, that because I presume 
to think for myself, and argae from appearemeeo when facts are withheld, I * disgust every honest 
friend of the Presidenf — that my friends ' are fast falling off,* Slc. &c. This is sheer nonsense, 
and I must say yon are the last man from whom I expected such idle and ridiculous threats. 

In plain terma, those who are offended with our [Webb Sl Noah's] course, have only to get 
pleased in the way that is most convenient to them — and so I will tell them PERSONALLY tDithin 
ten days — and so you may tell them now if you please. Indeed, as you have been made the organ 
of communicating the ' disguat' I have inspired, and the * falling off' of their friendship, it may 
be aa well to show them this letter, which I would not hate the slightest ohfeetion to publish in 
our columns. It contains my true sentiments, and you are at liberty to use it as you please. 

Tours has been BURNT. 

By way of news I can inform you, that we have not yet done with the Aaous, and it may be 
aa well for Mr. Blair to let us row our own boat. 

"When we want his interference we will ask it — but until then, he had better not yield to the 
requests of those who would sacrifice all personal independence to party subserviency. 

0o not imagine me offended at wJiat you have vyritten. Not so. I appreciate yonr motive, 
and thank you for your kind intention, but I feel mortified to think you should know so httle of 
my true character aa to suppose that such a letter as yours could have ony other effect than to 
make me deapise more than I now do, THOSE WHOSE GOD IS OFFICE, and whose Inde- 
pendence is the nod or beck of those in power. 

Sincerely your Friend, JAS. WATSON WEBB. 

The Worki^s, Cambreleng, and the friends of the Bank. 
[No. 217.] [Private.] C. C. Cambreleng to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
Washinoton, 5th Feb., 1832. — Dear H. : I received to-day the raemorisi in ftivor of the Bank 
of the United States — ^it is signed by a host — said to be principally the friends of the Adminia- 
traiion, but / have looked over the list. Our friends should be up and doing. This is forward- 
ed to our delegation in a letter aigned by Gideon Lee« Meigs D. Benjamin, Dudley Selden and 
William Neilson. It 8a3rB the memorial originated with the supporters of the present adminia- 
tracion. Sincerely yours. C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

P. S. I presume it is signed by every merchant who keeps an account at the Bank. 

rNo. 318.] [Private.] WismiroTOir, Feb. 6, 1832.— Dear H. : Get the Workiea to be up 
and doing op the U. S. B. question. They are democrats in principle. 

Very truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

Coiand Weib, the Champion of Van Buren and the United States Bank-^his Card— Hoffman, 
Angela Bergen, SouU^ Clement, Foindexter — Moore, a dirty fellow — Would Croswell fight 
for Van Buren ?—Wehh wouUr^Wehh gets a new light, like the Compiler of this book. 

[No. 219.] Col. James Watson Webb, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

Crrv OP Washuwtow, Feb. 12. [1832,] Suwdat Night.— Dear Hoyt : I HAVE AN TTCH- 

ING TO GET HOLD OF THE D D RASCALS THAT VOTED AGAINST VAN 

BUREN,t and yon will perceive by MY * CARD* that I have a prospect ahead. Hoffman, An- 

t lo 1833, Col. Webb, the friend of Marcv and the United States Bank, ii readv to spill his life's blood for Van 
Buren. More than elereo years olapee, friends become enemies, and Wbbb thos describes hb old td<*l, in the 
Cbitr. 4- Bnq., of Sept. 16, 1843. '• United to the most implicit eonfidenee in the guUiMUy of the people and the 
success of political iiMiiafeiR«ii£, Ma. Van Bdrbn unfortunately possesses fraat ^sr^eiiai vanity. He is vain of 
his person, vain of his dress and address, vain of his influence with the ladies, vain of his aristocratic associations 
and his elevation above what he considers the vulfar herd from which he spruof— ami above all. vain of his po- 
litical management and his ability to obtain by intrirue and finesse what others can only accomplish throuf h 
great public services and an honest devotion to the welfare of the public. And this vanity, has been tiie cause of 
his political destruction. 

We know Mr. Vah Buaan quite os well as any other person in the United States. We undenUnd preeisely the 
extent of his gratitude for services rendered, and bis appreciation of those who have literally made him what be is. 
We know preeisely how far he will go to eouit the friendship of those who have it in their power to serve him, and 
the eold blooded deliberation with which he will give up those who have done more for him than he ever could do 
for himself, if by the sacrifice he supposes it possible to increase his political capital. We know, because we have 
witnessed his utter heait his n ess . his disgoating eelfisbnesa. and hia habitual sneering at gratitude for personal or po- 
KtiealfevorB. Wo well understand his theory that all mankind are selfish—- that honor and magnanimity in men, 
but particularly in politicians, is the dream of youth— and that he who would prosper either in private or public 
Itfc, must early arrive at the conclusion thstfrieiida are only to be %t«d not cared for. We know that from the day 
be took AAaon Bvaa as his nod^ for his manners, and made every movement of his hands and bod v— every ez- 
pnarioD of his foee and everv intonatioii of bis voice— ronform as far as possible to those of his heau ideal, he at the 
... ^ ._ .. iQ aals^ p^0||eg ja^ 1^ ^IBiji,Ql>]lf^ Goafona ia Uk« maaatr to hp great idoL*' 
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gel, Bergen and Sonle are the members whote names I'll give theee fighting ^natois ; but at 
the siine tune, Til inform them that they are only responsible for the fact that Clement did make 
the communicaii.in ro them which 1 mentioned. Coosf quently, IF THEY WISH A FIGHT; 
or rather, if they do not irtaA to be the laughing ttcck of the nfUion^ ONK OF l'H£M MUST 
Cli .^LLCNGE VI E. Moore is a dirty felUne, attd if 1 can, lit get hold of Poindezter ; but as 
the saymg is, * iiulf a loaf is aciter than no bread,* and I'll he content with either. Y»ur friend 
CrosuitU says that I'm an enemy to Van Buren. Quere.— WOULD (p-HE FIGHT FOR HLM ? 

By the bye, have you written to Lynn on the subject I mentioned 1 

Your friend, JA'S WATSON WEBB. 

P. S. Marcy, the President, and all his friends, think the people in Albany mad in talking 
of making V. B. [Van Buren] Governor, as if New York can make amends fur an inauU ^fered 
hy fourteen States of the Union ! Marcy has written to them, and you should do so too. 

WEBB. 
Colonel Webb's Card, referred to above. 
A CARD. 
Washington City, Gadsby's Hotel, February 11, 1832. 

In " A Card*' published in the National Intelligencer and United States Telegraph this day. 
Gov. Poindexter of Mississippi, and Gov. Moore of Alabama — both members of the Senate <£ 
the United States — charge the Surveyor of the Port of New York, [M. M. Noah,} with writing 
the article which appeared in the editorial columns of the New York Courier and Enquirer on 
the 7th inst., and of which the following is an extract : [Here follows the extract.} 

The undersigned does not deem it necessary to comment upon the undignified character of 
the '< Card" of the Honorable Senators, but begs leave respectfully to assure them, that the en« 
tire article referred to, was written by him, and forwarded for publication from this city. The 
two material facts alleged in that article, are— /r«^ that the disclosures said to have been made 
by Mr. Van Buren to Clement, were, according to Clement's own admission, made at his first 
interview with Mr. Van Buren, which was pui^ly accidental and never but once repeated. Se- 
eond, that Clement had asserted that Gov. Poindexter and Gov. Moore offered to fiimish him 
with funds for the establishment of a newspaper in the State of Mississippi. These two charges 
are now repeated — they are susceptible of proof at any moment, and for their tnith, as well as 
for whatever opinions or sentiments are contained in the article alluded to, the undersigned 
holds himself personally responsible. He would further inform these honorable Senators, that 
the memben of Congress from New York referred to in the foregoing extract, do not seek con^ 
cealment ^ behind** a " dark curtain,** and that an application to the undersigned for their names, 
or for any other purpose, "will meet with the most prompt and respectful attention fi^m" their 

Obedient servant, JAMES WATSON WEBB. 

Isaac HUVs Speech — how to make capital out of Clay*s quarrel — Tibbets* very good pimn of m 
Bank — Who shall we make Governor ? — Tarifs — taking ears of the Mammoth-^Foliowmg 
the Bostonians for a new U. S. Bank. * 

[Three letters, C. C. Cambreleng, to Jesse Hoyt at New York.] 
[No. 2190 Washington, ISth Feb., 18». 

Dear H. — IVfr. Hill's speech will go all over the Union — that notices Clay's attack upon Mr. 
Gallatin in the best possible manner — it drives it home upon him. His quarrel, too, with Gen-^ 
oral Smith you will have seen — that ought to be noticed conspicuously. He is one of our revo- 
lutionary Heroes, upwards of 80 — one who gallantly defended what was then called Mnd Fort 
on the Delaware, when attacked by a British squadron. 

With regard to the Bank it is not worth while to have any public meeting abont*4 remon- 
strance against it is enough — I don't think the debate will come up for a month— 3/r. Tibbets 
sent me A VERY GOOD PLAN OF A BANK— which I have returned. Ask him to send me 
a copy of it. • Very sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

* While this onprineipled confadttrate of Van Buren, tliui Mcrectlj acknowledfed to Ho>t hit desire for a 0Dit«d 
SUtM Bank, (im alto bti letter of the 16th, with its artful hinu) he thus nublioly reprobated it, to pay court to the 
party who bad grasped the public treasure as political aud personal plunder : 

[Extracts from his speech, in Congress, of Jan. 14, 1834.J 

" Of all the currencies that were ever contrived by man, the most vieions in principle, the roost ealamitoui in its 
effects npon trade, the most detrimental to the public interest, and the most unsafe, as it respects the preaervatioo of a 
metallic currency, is that which is founded on the credit of a national bank, not only eonnected with the finances 
of a government, but like ours, involved in all the fluctuations of every species of commercial credit and dealiar 
in them upon a national scale." * 

" It i* ft conimon opinion, too, that a national bank prevenu the mnltiplieation of State banks. It may be to, sir ; 
but if it is, it is contrary to principle, and in this country and in England contradicted by experiesee. It istraa'that 
immediately upon a dissolution of a national bitnk, there will be. os the gentleman from Pennsylvania has shown, 
an unusual number of opplications for State institutions ; bat In a long series of years, the teodenev of a nationai 
bank note currency is more powerful than all onr local circulations, in constantly impelling trade, bankinc and 
•very species of credit and speculation beyond those prudent limits, which, without the agency of such an iiMtitu- 
tioo, would usually be preeeribed bj the anooal and atsidy aeeo&wktion of tfas ca^icsi of tks eowMy '* 
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[No. 220.] WAsniwaTON, 14th Feb., 1832. Dear H.— The knowing ones at Albany 

nereiy wish to manoBuvre a litile about the Goveraor to get a change. That is as I sutpeet. 
I have written Wright, Edwards, and Flagg — Croswell, I wrote him also. We shall not get at 
THE Bank for 4 weeks — at least I should think not. The more we discuss it the stronger we 
shall become. McDuffie's, alias Calhoun's, Tariff, is on one extreme — Clajr^s on t'other. The 
Gentleman who wrote Mr. Muraford is not our friend — He is of the Sutherlnnd eehool. • 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 221.] Wasbwotov, 16lh Feb., 1832. 

Dear H. — I return yoa the Lettei^-Jiidge Clayton of Georgia has a resolution prepared and 
will offer it as soon as he can — it will cover the object in view — I shall see the President to« 
night — who has a eon^ienttaj director on the spot. You need not fear but what we shall take 
care of the Mammoth in someway or other^/MmibON REFLECTION thai it vaouldhe well 
enough to let the plan Mr. TUbleto had in view alone for the present Let them follow the 
Bootonians and Portland people in asking for a new bank from the' federal government — 
kut on the plan theff piyfwae*— thie is on the whole better than to set up for ourselves, which 
might be made use of by the Fennaylvaniana against u«, here and elsewhere-^Tfe con bring 
forward m State bank next year— mention this to Mr. Tibbeta. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

I did not know before why that paper was so bitter against Van Buren. 

StAeidixing the Preee in eameet-^Franeie P. Blair of the Globes eet up as an Editor for Van 

Buren, 6y Qjficero of the Custom House and Post Office of New York, 

[No. 222.1 Nett York, Saturday. 18th February, 1832. 

To Jesse Hoyt— M. M. Noah — Samuel Gouvcrncur— Walter Bowne— William P. HaUett— 

Samuel Swartwont — Cornelius W. Lawrenee — James A. Hamilton, and others. 

Gentlemen — When F. P. Blair, Esq. was in this city, you each euhscribed a certain amount, 
for the purpose of furnishing him with a Printing Press. 

At the meeting of his friends on that occasion, the subscription was short of the amount re. 
quired — but I well recollect the Pledge you made — which was — that the Press should be fhr- 
nished and paid for — and that he might rest assured of its being forwarded as soon as it could 
be procured. The press has been sent to Mr. Blair, under the direction of some of the subecri. 
bers — and $1370 paid on account of it — the balance due the maker is $652 50 cents, for which 
he has commenced suit against me. As I did not either contract with, or have any thing to do 
with Mr. Hoe, the maker of the Press, except my exertions in collecting the subscriptions, and 
paying them over, I ahall of course resist the payment of it. It appears tn me that this matter 
ought not to be subjected to an investigation in a Court of Justice. Mr. Hoe should be paid for 
the Press — and I think the gentlemen who pledged themselves to Mr. Blair, are tn honor bound, 
to pay immediate attention to the subject. I therefore suggest that yon meet for the purpose, 
at the Bank Co^e House, on Tuesday evening at 7 o clock. 

Yours very respectfolly, DANIEL JACKSON.t 

He concloded by tayinj^" do not entail upon posterity the calamities of a national bank note currency, and lay 
the foundation of another revolution in vonr fovemment.** 

We find in the New York AdTOrtiier. the foilowtnc account of Tibb«ti*s " iraaY oood PLah or A baxx," which 
Cambrelen^ lecretly desired and publicly denounced : 

" Splendid Bank Project.— We observe an advertisement in the papers sifted by " Eubha TtBBKTs, for him ■ 
■elf and Associates,** givini; notice of an application to be made to the Legislaf ore of this State at iu present ses- 
sion, for a bank witli a capital of thirty five millions, to be loeated in this city, and to be linown by the name of the 
** NatiootLl Union Bank.** As the plan is somewhat new, and may, perhaps, if adopted, save Congress the trouble 
of re-chartering the present Bank of the United States, b^ presenting an institution to which there are no constitu- 
tional obiections, we hapten to make our readers acquainted with the project. It will be seen that it runs on all 
fours with the Bank of the Ignited States. 

Ffrtt— The charter is to take elTect on the termination of the present charter of the U. S. Bank, and to last thirty- 
five years. &e0ju2'— Branches shall be established in each State of the Union, with the consent of its Legislature, 
and the citiiens of such State shall be exclusivelv entitled to subscribe for the stock. TWrd—AW notes for circula- 
tion ihall be issued by the Mother Bank at New Vork, and made payable there. They are not tocxcced the amount 
of capital. JQmrtA— The Bank i* to collect and transmit the funds and revenue of the general government on the 
requisition of the Secretary of the Treasury, and allow three per cent, on all government deposits, on condition that 
the notes of the Bank be received in paymente to the United States. .FY/U— The capital of this Bank is to be lia- 
ble to taxes in the Steles where the branches are loeatod. Stxtk—Tho Slates which shoU authorize branches may 
put an end to the same on three vears notice, and on authorizing the Mother Bonk to make an arrangement with 
tke Stete Banks for trensarting the business of the United States. 

* See No. 93, page 182, Dr. Joel B. Sutheriand. 

t Daniel Jsekson, chief-beggar for Blair, and one of Van Buren's greedy spoilsmen, is thus described hv Legrett 
m his PInindealer. Jen. 18S7.— ** There is at this verr moment, a striking specimen of thiscioss of jMliticiilopium- 
•atars standing at the counter of Iha Albany naBofWcturers of the drug, and h^giog for one more dose of thestim- 
alatiog nareotick This nnfiirtunate political onium-eater is Mr. DeniH Jaekten. who has long been in the habit 
«f teking this spocies of nervoas exeitoment. The drag which be is petitioning for, with all the humble earnestness 
« a begjeor at a bolted door, is known by the name of Special Charter.** 

Afain Ufialt saya. page 508 .^-*" These aie the leading spirits— Um smooth, sly, and supple, and phinsible Gideon 
Lee, and the loud-mouthed Denial Jaekaoii-«f the monopoly eliqua of which the TVsMf is but the gentle echo.** 
Daniel had dadaied pwWBploriJy, ** We most and will have a national bank.** 
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Camhreleng to Hafft on Fuh, Soot, Angel and the Bank, 
[No. 323.] Washington, 14ih March, 1839. Dear H.— You ooght not to sppoifit any 
repreaenutive in Congreas. We shall be in the midat of TarifT, Bank, &.C., and can't go— take 
good» booest, and ataunch men — send auch men as Mr. [Preserved] Fish. Oar Friend S , 
whoae letter you read when here, ia in a great fidget becauae he did not aee his memorial in 
favor of the Bank of the U. S. announced in the paper. I had that important event regularly 
announced ! Root will not trouble ua much longer. Angel [of N. Y.] hanunered him with- 
out gloves— -he had nobody to defend him but an anti-mason. 

Sinceialy yovn, C. C. CAMBRELEN6. 

Jb Hoyt on Webb and Noah*9 " eincere attachment to the cauee of Mr. Van Bwren **'^tke9 put 
forward a bad candidate-^Boot goes for the peteter mug — Wiekme amd Damelo, enemies of 
Jaekaon — the Bank, 

[No. 224.] Private. Washinoton, 15th Maich, 1833. 

Dear H. — I never doubted the sincere attachment of the Editore of thoConrier and Eoquirer 
to the cause of Mr. Van Buren, the President and our party generally— but the conne they pur- 
sue in relation to General Root, is calculated to injure the causa of the admimatration. I care 
not for the quarrel with the Argus— or who may be our next Governor—- that matter will be no 
doubt amicably adjusted-^ut i do care about putting forward a candidate who ia as much 
opposed to this administfation as Joel B. Sutherland t and his votes will prove it, as they have 
done already. He and Pitcher vote uniformly with the oppositioo— and Root yesterday denomnted 
Taminany Hall, and went openly for the Pewter Mug. Another eoorse is panned which they 
will find in the end will be highly injurious to the President — that », pressing the Bank bill npon 
him at this session with a mors! certainty that if it reaches him the obligation of public dnty 
will compel him to return it — as entirely premature — four years before the charter expires. The 
charter of the Bank of England expires next year and has not yet been renewed — the charter of 
the East India Company was not renewed till one year before it expired— three-fourths of the 
President*a friends are opposed to the Bank — and he can never under such circumstances, do 
otherwise than to send the bill back — ^if he had no other motive, the a4JU8tment of the tariff and 
the extinguishment of the public debt — both occurring before the charter expires — are alone anf- 
ficient. It is the enemiea of the Preaident, auch as Branch, Wickliffe, Daniel, &c., &c., united 
with the friends of the Bank, who are determined to send this bill to him, expecting to do him an 
iiyuryt *nd lull the bank too— irAtcA ite 'friends are certainljf doing 6y pressing it now. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 



r on the proper use of Confidential Letters on Politics, 
[No. 225.] Mr. Cambraleng's views of the sanctity of confidential correspondence, may be 
readily inferred from the contents of the following letter, marked *' private," addressed to hia 
friend, Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at New York, from Washington, and dated May 19th, 1B32. 

*< Drar H : I have seen a copy of W 's PRIVATE letter to Clayton. It is a de- 
liberate BUT CONFIDENTIAL attack on me, and was designed to coax the Judge to favor 
bim, which was of course repelled. W — asked to have the letter returned — ^it was oo^ut what 
IT— does not know— the Judge took a copy of it. IT»S A ROD IN PICKLE, and will ex- 
pose aome small contradictions of his present ststements, and show some little duplicity. The 
Judge can tell him that he found my statement of the Webb and Noah case too moderate, and 
that he wrote it over himself. Don't mention about the letter to Clayton — he will probahbf pah. 
lish it. The Bank will come up in the Senate next week — it vron't disturb us before the middle 
of June. Sincerely youia, C. C. CAMBRELENG." 

Private Arrangements for Nominating a Party Governor ^ four miontha before a Convention of 

the People was called. 

[No. 226«] Senator Marcy to Jease Hoyt at New York. — Washucoton, Senate Chamber, 
May 26, 1832.— Mr Dear Sir : I have received your several letten,and feel much obliged to 
you for the interest you have taken in the matter. Our friends from Albany are here now, and 
I am to have a full conversation with aome of them on the matter to which our correepondeooe 
relates. I have no doubt they have cooled a great deal ainoe they left home. I will give you 
shortly the result of our interview, which will take place to-morrow.} 

Yoan sincerely, W. L. MARCY 

t See toaM pftrtiealan about Ui« MdoubUbls Dr. Suthwlaod in No. 93 of thit corrwpondonoo. 

t Colonel Tuung, who wu for Henrr Cloy la 1894. ptctided at the Herkinier CoBventlon, wbleh~ttoail 
Blarcy at Governor, Sept. 19, 1839. Who did the Colooe) lupport for the Pieiidoiiey in 1888 f lo 1889 he i 
a pamphlet to prove that state Iwak ehatten are eonetotional, and a naUoaal bank ehartsr not to; aext be ^ 
tLe itock of tlate banks on tpeculatioe, and thus beoaae oaoe mora aa aetive eeolhderate of Vaa BotcD. One graat 
difficulty in the way of a tiieceMful Demoeiatie fovernnient ii iaproptr tyttssM of aoiuiATioiis. I sai pi»> 
ptssd to prove that even that of Knflaad it moth move Dsaoeraticthaa awe. 
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Bow the Purtff Pre$§ preparet the Party ta nominate a Candidate who haa eetded certain queo- 
tione with the Party Leadere and Trading Politieiane, 
[No. 337.] Senator Marcy to Jeese Hoyt, at N. Y.^WASHiNOTOir» 3d June, [1833.] 

Mt Dkas Sn : I have been aha mefuUy negligent of my promise to you in relation to the re. 
salt of the interrkw with ray Albany frienda. I hoped to be able to convince them that it was 
right and proper for me to adhere to the determination which I had communicated to Croawell ; 
but I lailed in doing ao. They convinced me that there were more difficulties attending the se- 
lection of a proper candidate than had presented themaelves to me. The result was that 1 am 
not to peraiat in declining now, but am to be let alone if it can be done — as I think it may with. 
out injury to the party .t It would seem to imply (if it cannot be) that I am a mighty consequen- 
tial fellow. You or any body else may think so if you will, but I do not. 

Wobb hot not modified and puUiohed your articles. So long time has now elapsed, and the 
fever of those who called for rae to come out has so much sobsided, that probably nothing more 
will be aaid by him. How stand affain in N. Y.7 

There is a great effort making we learn by the manufacturing interest to get up an excitement 
on the Tariff---our friends from Albany and elsewhere thought it would not succeed. Bodies of 
mannfacturers are flocking in here, and they appear about AS CRAZY AS TH£ NULLI- 
FIERS— I think the extremes will unite and defeat ail attempts at compromise. 

Yours, &c. W. L. MARCY. 



No. 338.] Senator Marcy to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. — ^WAsanvoTOff, Saturday, 
[1833.] (The date, signature, and a few words of the conclusion, torn off.) — Dear Sir: I havo 
this morning received a note from Webb, and I leern from the tenor of it that you had written 
to him on the subject which engaged us in two or three conversationa. I find that our opinions 
of him were perfectly correct. Attacked as he is on all aides he is willing to attend to othenas 
well as himseUl I find my intimation to you is well founded that Bennett had been too sanguine 
in the matter referred to and had undentood from me more than I intended to convey. Webb 
has undoubtedly eveiy disposition to put things right and he ought to be permitted to do so to a 
certain extent in his own way — I have had lull conversationa with you and from them you can 
make lo him such suggestions as will apprise him of my views.^ He may tliink I ought to Write 

t Ookmel Webb ramarkc oo tbeM letters, that " beinf; the friend of W. L. Marcy, and entertaining the most 
■OVttPifgn eonteropt of the Albany Regency, he placed Mr. Marc^f's name at the head of his eolttmna fiir Governor, 
in defiance of the intrtyuea of the Regency to defeat his nomination. The Editor of the Argus (Croswell) and 
•iinilar tools, utged npon Senator Marcy to authorise them to declare that he had not cnonivad at or sanctioned 

oar eouaM. He refnaed to do su The personal relations between Governor Marcy and as (Mr. Webb) 

have never been ioiernipied, although the Argus did abuse him for dining with us immediately aAcr his election 
in 1833. 

Loggett joined Croswell in denouncing Marcy for dining with Webb. I eonv bis remarks from tke PUundemterf 
VOL I. page 45(1, Jnne 17, 1637. tmUtne Le^feW* Urtk epitJUts, as uncalled for here. 

" About the time it became known that Uie United Sutes Bank had purchased [Colonel Webb's inBuenee, aa 
editor of the C. k. E.J and while the newspapers were still rinsing with the story, it was duly chronicled that Gov- 
ernor Marcy had been entertained at a private dinner by [the Colunelj .... He (Marcy) is a weak, cringing inde- 
cMvo man .... the mere tool of a monopoly junto, their convenieotiMtrttment : and while he givn his saoetion 
to thoir onworthy maasurea, we snrvey him with contempt, and eaa offer no better exeuse for his conduct than that 
* his poverty end not his will consento.* *' 

X On the 18tb of August, 1833, Colonel Webb dissolved partnership with M. M. Noah, and became sole owner 
of the Cour. and Enq. On the 0th of Oct. that year, he addiesced the public thro* his journal, stating that in Sov. 
1839, an article against rechartering the U S. Bank had been surreptitiously pubtished in his pa]ter— tbet next 
month Jackson came out with a similar paragraph in his message— that, believing the IJ. S. B. tu be a piilitieal 
machine, he assented to the attacks made on it in the Courier and Enquirer, from Nov 1839, until March 1831— 
16 months — %(i9T which he advocated a modified recharter. believing that the Bank had not meddled in govern- 
ment afl^in. The loan obtained! by Silns E. Burrows from the U. S. Bank, of $15,000. for Noah, Webb, or some 
one of them, was in March 1831, the month in which the Courier and Enquirer changed its course. I presnmetho 
banks which were struggling for the deposites and the power, would have lent Webb and Noah, w<th 9500 sub- 
scribers, a large sum to continue to advocate the Safety Fund, the Deposites, and no re-charter— and if so, Webb, 
aa an advocate, chose his side. Marcy could not have boon very strong on the other tack, for the above lettera 
show that he was in olooe political alhanoe with Webb till the &I1 of that year James Gordon Bennett, who was, 
in 1833. the Washington eorrespondeot of Webb and Noah's press, gives, in his M§rmid, (Sept. 3(1. 1845,) the fol- 
lowing version of his intercourse with Marcy about bis nomination as Governor : 

** In 1833, during the session of Congress, I was at Washinnon as one of the editors of the Courier tmd JB»- 
ffittrer. enjoying tM confidence of the |Mirty and all concerned, and correspondinf with that journal. Mr. Marcy 
was then a member of the fefenate. I had frequent personal iniercoune with him on politics alune. • * « • • 
During that session I used to see Mr. Marcy almost evory day. in the course of conversation, one day. during a 
walk np Pennsylvania Avenue, to which he invitid roe, f found that the denatnr had something heavy on nia 
mind, whieh he wished to disclose. 1 discovered that the heavy business on the heart of the Senator was a desiin 
to be brought forth in the eo>umns of the Gmner and Enqnirtr as a candldaie for the gubernatorial chair of New 
York in antieiiiation of the Convention ofthe imrtv. u» be held in Herkimer in the fall. We discussed the matter 
in all iu aspects f«*r several weeks 1 concluded tliut it would be a famous movement for the Cntritr and jEn- 
f«trir,and imrtieuiarly fur my friend Webb to uke up. as he was in rather nn awkward nredicumeDt in relation 
to the party, growing out of the discli>sttras about the SS3.000 affair of the United States Bank, which had been 
praviouaiy nought out by Cambrelang. In this view of the case. 1 commenced a series of private letters, addressed 
to Mr. Webb, staung all the views of the ease— Senator Mercy's oi»inions— the position uf Webb himself, and the adml- 
faUe Bovemiat it would be In enablina the Gmrtar and Enfutrrr to checkmate the Jirpu and ' the regency* on 
thtii own gioMd. ThUM letteii cootauMd » varietj of the tie wt commuiiic«t«d to me lot that tpoci»l porpoM by 
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to him-^nd so I thoald perhaps — but I have two reasons for tu)t doing so — the one is that if t 
should go over the whole matter as I did with you in convexsation it would make a prodigionaly 
long letter, and I am too much engaged to aflbrd the time to write it, bul the second is I have 
declined to write to all Editors on the subject (except one [Croswell 1 ] which I explained to you.) 
This resolution was early taken to preserve my poaition — to ke«p§ilent. He wiU appieciate my 
motives and I hope approve of the course . . . . 

CoL WeWs notion* about Private Letters. 
[No. 229.] James Monroe, Esq.. to Jesse Hoyi, Wall street, N. Y. 
Bloomii«odai.c, August 9, 1832. — Dear Iloyt : * * * I enclose you a letter received from oar 
fiiend Gait. You will see that it contains the last accounts from the Army. You may, if you 
think proper, give the facts therein contained to some Editor, 6iit iio< t^pnbUsk the iet- 

ter, 09 Wehh did mine the other day, much to my annoyance. I had written a letter to Gonv- 
emeur and given certain facts, and he eent my letter to Webb to tmke the rACT9— <m^ Ae pmb^ 
Uehed most of the letter — and you have seen it, you may judge it was not written for fnib. 
lication. « * * * How is Bremner ? Yours truly, J. MONROE. 

* Deadly hostility' of the Van Buren native faction to our brethren from other lands — How 
long Bennett wtuld stand up for Van Buren-^Col. IVeUt'-^Bennett €Uipected^-$200 in the 
Big Oun. 
[No. 230.] James Gordon Bennett to J. Hoyt, N. York. — ^Pnn^DKtPHiA, 16th Angost, 
1832.t — Dear lloyt : Your letter amuses me. The only point of consequence is that conwying 
the refusal. This is the best evidence of the deadly hostility which you aU hmve entertained 
towards me. It explains, too, the course of the Standard and Poet, in their aggressions upon me 
ever since I came to Philadelphia. The name for such a feeling in the breasts of thoee I fafave 
only served and aided at my own cost and my own sacrifice, pussies me bejrend example. I can 
account for it in no other way than the simple fact that I happen to h^te been bom in mmofker 
country. I must put up with it as well as I can. As to your douhis and smrmiseo about nuf fiu 
ture course^ rest perfectly easy — / shall never aband^tn my party or my friends. I'll go to the 
bottom sooner. The assaults of the Post and Standard, I shall put down like the grass that 
grows. I shall carry the wnr into Africa, and *' curst be he who cries hold, enongh." Neither 
Mr. Van Buren and the Argus nor any of their true friends, will or can have any fellow feeling 
with the men — the stockjobbers — who, for the last two years have been trying to deatroy my 
character and reputation. I know Mr. Van Buren better — and I will stand up in hio defence^ 
AS LONG AS HE FEELS FRIENDLY TO ME. I will endeavour to do the best I can to 
get along. I will go among my personal friends who are unshackled as to poUtics or banks, and 
who will leave me free to act as a man of honor and principle. So my dear Hoyt, do not lose 

flenator Mftmy himielf. I deny thftt I had ond«ntood and eommnnicated mora to Mr. W«bb than Marcy intaadad to 
eoDvey . Indeed, aimoat every day, or every other day at that time, 8eaator Mamv uaed to meat me in the eapMt^ and 
at his own room, and there he would disclow to me all the infurroation whinh he had receivad from the roganrv 
oamp, at Albany, in order that I might be enabled to apprise Mr. Webb of the faeu, and i|aalify him to complete 
U« checkmate which we intended to ^ive them. In all thii business, Senator Marcy wivhM to stand still between 
tile twn contending clique*^ while I was to work the wires in Washington, and Mr. Webb was to fire off tiba big 
gun in New York. Senator Marcv and I in Washington, used to laugh and chuckle most amusinglv orer the 
moTemeuts by which, through the Courier and Enquirer^ we accomplished ultimately his nomination — coeekmated 
his paraonal foes at Albany — and elected him triumphantly Governor of this State fur the first time. Before the 
rammer was over, hoMrever,Mr. Webb bolted from the democratic party on the United States Bank qunUon,and came 
oat against the ra-election of General Jackson, including also the election of the vary man, William I^ Marcy, 
whom he had so much contributed to bring before the public. I stuck to the movement, and lefl the Qntrier mmd 
Eiypartr on account of this bolting." 

t Mr. Bennett republished this letter in the N. Y. flerald, but dated it a year later (1833,) and tried to explain 
that the 9900 in specie was not a bribe from the Tammany Hunkers for attacking the U. S Btaink, by referring to a 
letter of Hoyt's written twelve months after, about 9300,000. The explanation is lame, domev, and built on a false 
foundation. The following rx/roct from a lettar of Hovt to Bennett, in August, 1833, will show that Van Buren 
and ha men believed that Bennett, like Webb and Noah, was retained against their plausible plunder acheme; but 
I see no evidence of It. 

** You have heani me talk to Webb, by the hour [says Hoytj of the folly of his being on the faea of the raoord a 
friend of Mr. Van Barents, and at the s- me time attacking \\lS MOST FIRM AND CONSISTENT FRIEND ; 
•VIZ. the editor of the .^rgn» ; and you stand in almost the same attitude, and there are many here who believa that 
your friendship will end as Mr. Webb's has. I will do you the justice to sav that I believe no aueh thing, bntai the 
same time I will exercise the frankness to sar, that the course of your paper lays you open to the ausplcion. 1 knoar 
enough of affairs to know that yon hod high anthnrity for the grcunti you have taken on the deposite <)aaitJoa, and 
1 thought you managed the subject well for the meridian yon are in. I was told bv a person a day or twosinea. liiat 
you would be aided from another Quarter ; I conid not learn how. Bnt yon ought not to expeot my fViaiid at the 
north to do any thing, not that he fias an indisposition to do what is right, or tliat he would not earve a friaod, bnt 
he is in the ottttude that requires the most fKstidious reserve. The people are jealous of the pobHe prast. andl the 
moment it is attem).ted to be controlled, Its usefulness is not only destroyed, but he who would gain pofblio fiitvor 
through its columns is quite sure to foil. I nm satisfied the press has lost some portion of its hold apoo pnhttaooo* 
fidenee ; recent develupements have bad a tendeney to satisfy the people, that iu eondnelon, or nsaay of tJMn« at 
least, are as negotiable as a promissory aota. This impression can only be removed by a firm adherenoa to 
principle in adversity as wall as proeparitj. I can, mj dear nr, only ny, a« I hava bafora Mid te yo«, ba paticBt» 
* )ova toaoi who panacoie jott«* *' 
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ranr deep on my acconnt. I am certain of vour friendship whatever the others may say or do. 
fear nothing in the shape of man, devil, or newspaper ; 1 can row my own boat, and if tne Post 
and Standara don't get out of mv way, they must smk me — ^that is all. If I adhere to the same 
principles and run Mreafter as I have done heretofore, and which I mean to do, recollect it is 
not so much that '* I love my persecutors" as that / regard my own honor and reputation. 
Yoar lighting up poor Webb like a iat tallow candle at one end, and holding him out as a 
beaooD-Iight to fdghten me, only makes me smile. Webb is a gentleman in private life, a good 
hearted fellow, honorable in all nis private transactions as I have found him, but in politics and 
newspapers a perfect child—a boy. You will never find the Pennsylvanian going tne career of 
the Cf. « £. That suspicion answers as a good excuse to those who have resolved before hand 
to do me all the injuiy tbey can, but it will answer for nothing else. I am, Dear Hoyt, 

Yours truly, J. G. B. 

P. 8. The 8200 inSpecie FUput into my big Gun and give the U. S, Bank and Stockjobbers 
abroadside. I wish you would let me know any other TJ. S. Bank movement in your city. 
This is the Battle ground of Bank contest— here is the field of Waterloo. New York now is 
only the PyrrenVes. 



Hoyt on CongressioTuU Lobbying, ai Washington* 

[No. 33 1.] Lorenzo Hoyt to Jesse, his brother, in Now York. 

Albakv, Sept. 10, 183S, Sunday.—! should be very much pleased to accompany you to 
Washington this month ; but as I shall not be able to go more man once, I believe I shall wait 
«U winter, or eariy in the spring Perhaw I shall have a erne of CONGRESSIONAL LOB- 
BYING, by which lean make it ajauni of pleasure and profit, 

Marcy desponding— is terrified at the effects of bank d^jUars—hids Hoyt meet (he BankwUX Demo* 

erotic Dollars if he can. 

Two letters— William S. Marcy to J. Ho>t, New York. 
[Na 992.] Private. Albany, 1 Oct. 1832.— My Dear Sir : I did not receive your letter 
of Thursday till last evening. I hasten to reply to it— though Uie answer will give you no plea- 
sure. I think our chance of success doubtful. Although otheis are full of courage, I am not. 
I have looked critically over the State, and have come to the conclusion ihai probably we shall be 
beat. I would not say Uiis to you were I not perfectly confident that it will remain a profound 
secret. All reports from New York art that we shall do better than you represent : yet I have 
distnisted them. The U. S. Bank is in the field, and I cannot but fear the effect of 50 or 100 
thousand dollars expended in conducting the election in such a city as New York. I have great 
confidejice in the honesty of the people, but it will not withstand all temptations. The c orru pti on 
OP some leads to the deception op many. ' You ought to look to me Upper Wards. I fear 
you will find defections among the active electioneerers Though I speak so discouragingly of 
the result, I do not doubt if money could be kept out of use, we should beat them. But it will 
not. Yet great eflbrts without money may save us. I hope these efforts will be made in New 
York. If I thought that N. Y. woulado as others say it will, I should say the chance is in our 
favor, but I feared such a result as you predict. My advice is — donH Bet YOUR MONEY, 
BUT SPEND IT, as far as you legally can, to promote the election. We are all determin- 
ed to deserve success, and do not despair of getting it. Yours sincerely, W. L. MARCY. 



Van Buren enwmssin^ the infected dtsiriet—ihe faeUans in Washington Co. splii np^^-a Coali- 
tion or bargain in Westchester — Matihew L. Dams ealeidates the votes. 
[No. 233.] Albany. 4th Oct., 1832. My Dear Sir : Yours of yesterday is received. 
Before it came to hand I nad determined to write you in order to relicrc (he gloom which my 
former letter was calculated to cast over your mind. Information received since writing to vo'u 
has coasiderably raised my hopes. V. Buren writes from (he inferted District that we sfiall 
gain there as much as we can lose in the other parts of the State. That we shall gain (speaking 
with reference to the last Governor's election) I do not doubt — but the extent of that gam cannot 
be conjectured. I think it will be 3000 in the 8th District— and about 2000 in the 6lh. Our 
recent news from Washington County is very flattering. The FACTIONS U.ere do not eoales^r. 
There is a reasonable hope that we shall be better off by 1000 votes than has been calculated. 
The proceedings in Westchester have dissipated the gloom that hung over that county. We 
understand that both the Ward and Hunter parties will support our Electoral Ticket and State 
candidate. The charter election here has nerved our friends and inspired a determination to 
fn^ efforts by efforts. Upon the whole our affairs look pretty well, and success is in our own 
hands, but we mu-st labor to keep it. I fear more for you in N. Y. than any other place. Your 
vigilance and vigorous efforts can alone save you from a disappointment. Davis^s calculation 
in yesterday's C. db En. is, in many particulars, very wild. I have run over that calculation and 
made a note of deductions and additions which I think may be reasonably depended on by 
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which I vary the resoltt. Aboat 20,000 « pretty materUl Mria<mi. I do not wUi it ex. 
hibited. Indeed I believe it is rather an idle employment to be making estimatea^ The beM 
rule is to do the worli and ffe the reaulc I am, with great respect, youia, W. L. MARC Y. 

Safortwout, Htyi b^ Co. kek^ing the Daily Semtmel and the Trvtk TeUer^ N, F. 

[No. 234.] The following is one way in which party managera a a s c esed themfelvcs in obe* 
dience to Governor Marcy*8 letter of Oct. 1, to carry the election in New Yorii by the nae ol 
money in 1832. Theirs is a perfectly fair mode. They paid friendly editon for etroilatinf 
papers containing opinions favorable to their views, said editors havhig previonaif been with them, 
and not having apostatized for a consideration ! 

" We the undersigned agree to pay the sams set opposite onr names, towards giving a nKwe 
extended circulation to the Daily Sentinel, and the ' Truth Teller.' Oct. f>, t832.~J. Hoyt 
$20— Tibbets $20— S. Swartwout $20— Thad*s Phelps $20— C. W.L. [Lawrence] $90^ 
J. C. $20— P. Fish $20— S. $20— C. C. Cambreleng $20— C. L. Livingston $20— J. A. 
Hamilton $20— C. P. White $20— H. Hone $20— M. Van Schaick $20— D. Jackson $20— 
J. I. Coddiogton $20— Auchiocloes $20, &c/' 

[Elditors when poor should take all the cash they can get from men of all parties, but continne 
to speak independently or not at all. When I published the Gazette at Rochester, and the Ex- 
aminer at New York, no man was more willing to receive and thankfully acknowledge, pecn. 
niary aid from whig, democrat, native, loyalist, and conservative — and, to the beat of my recol- 
lection, I got donations from them all. If attacking a Ibrtreai and scarce of powder would it 
be wise in the besieging officer to refuse the gift of one or a hundred barrels ?] 

Wettcheeter p^litiu — the Young men etarted^Anun to a union with Hunters—the Bmmk 
bugaboo— help ue to $300— ITard eleetioneere fifr Ward doff and nighL 
[No. 235.] General Aaron Ward, M. C, to Je«e Hoyt, N. Y. 

Siwtt SiKG, Oct. 12, 1832.— My Dear Sir: Your letter of the 11th inst. has been receiTsd, 
and in reply, I have to say that every honorable exertion will be made by our party to carry the 
election in the County. 1 did not expect the nomination this year, but my friends considered 
that there waa no other way of securing our election, and the Hunter men said they would not 
go for Mr. Kemble because he was [my] friend. Our opponenta, beyond all doubt, would have 
carried a large majority against us. But I have very many personal friends who will make nse 
of their best endeavors to carry my election, of this I am assured ; and you know that no man in 
the county can calculate with more certainty, as regards the election, than I can. Our party in 
this county [Westchester] has but a email majority. When Van Buren ran we got but 150 
majority, and we only got 80 majority for an elector when Jackson was elected — ^tut I think I 
can now promise you at least 1000 mojority. We have started the young men — they are now 
actively engnged — and they will hold a meeting upon my recommendation on Tuesday — and they 
will present us with one candidate for the Assembly. This will bring them out in their strength. 
We shall give our ticket 400 majority in this town. When I was last up I received 525, the 
largeat majority given in any other Town in the State. As regards a union with our 
Hunter friends, I say with sll my heart. Amen to it — my friends have always been in favor of 
it. The Young Men's meeting will do much to bring it about. If they come in they will agree 
to give me their support, for they know that there was not a firmer friend of the Administration 
in Congress than I was. 

I fear THG BANK influence more than anything else. I have no doubt that the Bank 
Manacers will expend a large sum of money in thiA county. If our friends in town could help oa, 
at this particular crisis, to about THRBB HUNDRED DOLLARS, we will make good use of U. 
We have but few men who are able to help ua to means. You roust aupply us with 10,000 
tickets at least-^you can have them stereotyped. Send tiiero to ma by some safe hand, and I 
will aee them distributed in every town. I have not rested a moment aince the contest com. 
menoed, and if my health and life it spared I shall devote all my time to it. I have been twice 
about the county, and our prospects are cheering. I have met with friends where I least 
expected them, and atrong frienda too. I wish you to look into the act, and see whether Con- 
gresi and Electors go on one ticket Liook well into this. From the last act I should think not. 

Truly, A. WARD. 

Jeme^e hdp thankfully ueknowleigid^Ward will meet the hank in ito own coin — has opent 
much mon«if— tf Bonk agent^-^n ojflee for a friend i§ a debt to be paid every man haa 
hi» priee-^oeeret service — Ward ready to expose rogues on t'other side, {Moekenxie fashion,) 
^-expects to turn a 1400 mafority. 

[No. 236.1 The same to the aame. 

Btiw Su«e, Oct 29, 1832< — ^My Dear Friend : I return you many thanks for yoar kind letter— 

•ad for the avurance you have given me that I shall have aid from your good city, if not beforsj 
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oertainly after the close of the election. As xon conclttded by requpsting me to go on in the 
goud work, I have to aay in reply, that I will go on; and I doubt much whether there it a single 
individual in the State, that is, or that haa been more active in promoting the cause than my- 
self. 1 do not alloto myself to wleep half ao much as heretofore, I am either writing letters or riding 
about the county half the night as long as I can 6nd a man stirring with whom I can converse. 
Am the bank has its agents here, it has become necessary for me TO MEET IT IN THE 
SAME COIN* — and I have been constrained in self-defence to expend a great deal of tnonesr— 
much more than I can afford — and I shall be obliged still to expend more. I am not in a sitn- 
ation to bear the whole expense of the election, and yet all the expenses come upon my shoulders 
— and as matters now standi it will not do for me to stop to inquire the costs. 

The last evening Major Sing and myself had a conversation with one of those [U. S*. Bank] 
■gents, and he informed as that he did not, as regards himself, care a single pin how the election 
went— -but he said, ei>ery man had hia price, and he had h i o a nd he had received money from 
aome gentiemen in New York, but before it was put in hi* hands he took an oath not to tell the 
name of the men from whom he received it. If I can find out the name of the man who holda 
the purse strings in this County, his name shall be brought before the public be tt whom it 
may. 

It seems that you turn all your attention to Long Island. Allow me to tell yon that this is 
one of the most important counties in the state. Recollect, the majority against ua laat year waa 
1400 — and we are now engaged in endeavoring to cariy a majority for our entire ticket«-«nd 
I sincerely believe that we shall give you a good account of this democratict county. I rely 
upon your giving me some aid hereafter, and will go on in the good work most cheerfully. I 
shall have the returns of this and Putnam Counties on the 8tb---and will come to New York 
with them in person, if I am not worn down by my labors. 

In haste, I am, truly, A. WARD. 

. Governor Hill of New Hampshire, like his friend Wright at Albany, may have denounced 
betting on elections, in his public messages, but he did not do so in his private onea. For exam- 
ple : — 

[No. 237.] Concord, N. H. Oct. 15, 1832. [Franked, Concord, Oct.18— .« Isaac Hill, S. U. S."] 
To Jesse Hoyt— My dear Sir — Yours of the 12th was last evening received. TO MEET 
THE BRAGGARTS OF THE OPPOSITION I ADVISE MY FRIENDS THAT ANY 
SUM WILL BE SAFE ON THE ELECTORAL VOTE OF Pennsylvania and New York. 
In this State we are so strong, that should every other desert him, we may foe relied on as giving 
a decisive majority for Andrew Jackson. Yet the Bank is scattering its thousands here to a£bct 
us. I am, Sir, respectfully, Your friend and obedient ServH, ISAAC HILL. 



The Valiant Warrior, Marey, on his Bravery and his Breeches — The Barber^s BiUr— Frauds 

and Peculations, 
[No. 23d.] Senator Maicy to Jesse Hoye, New York. Albany, 16th Oct., 1832. 
[Private.] My Dear Sir — Your letter of Monday evening I received this morning, and with 
it a breeze from the South, that giveasorae of our folka a chill. The oppoeition pretend to have 
certain information that Ritner is elected. Though we do not yet yield to this belief, still we are 
less confident than we were yesterday of Wolfs Election. As to the Pantaloons of air, periiaps 
1 am not the person best qualified to advise. Thmigh the charge waa right in itself, yet it must 
be regarded as an unfortunate one, because so easily turned into ridietiU. I showed your pro- 
duction to Flagg— he thought it very well, but seemed to think it was a little too formal. The 
enemy will have their laugh, but I hope it will not do much mischief. The true explanation is sim- 
ply this— When Comptroller, I bad always made war on Zumptiig charges, because I wassatiafied 
many frauds against the State had been perpetrated by them. The Isw provided the payment 
ef the Judge's expences in holding the Special Circuit. I kept a particukr account of them 
which was handed to the Comptroller. While on thia business some work waa done on Panta- 
loons, for which the Tailor charged Fifty cents ; it was entered on the account, and went into 
the Comptroller's hands without a particular reflection how it would appear ta print, 1 feared 
no danger for I knew no sin. Icon not advise how it is best to treat the subject. The article 

* Aaron Ward. M.C., toCan. Samiral Swartwont, 110 Chamban it.— City Hotel FN. Y.i Nov. 97. 1834 



Care tfay which tha'irmora than riqnito you. Do not lay no, if it ii now eonvenient. llori'antreat'you. bear his 
caw iu your remembraiiee. I am truly, A. WARD. 

t Waitehester County wa« one of the very few which fare a majority of rotes, in November, 1845, asaintt nl- 
lowio^ the people of New York SUte to meet in Conrentioo, in 1846, for tJie revision aad improvement of the 
Constitution. 
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in the Argvi, headed, * A very grave affavr. 't is perhaps as full an explanation asjhe transac- 
tion will admit of. But it will be well to connect it, if much must be said on it, with Ae great 
frauds and peculations of Holley, Van Tuyl, John V. N. Yatea — (who I believe for love of me 
writes many of the ecurrilous articles in our papers,) in appropriating about |[800 of Pedlera* 
License fetE^ ^lc, &c. Now as to my War Servicee^ (a more agreeable subject,) I was oat 
two campaigns — in 1812 on the northern frontier — belonged to the party which took from the 
enemy at St. Regis the first stand of colors taken in the late war, on land, and the firet prison- 
ers (about 40 in number.) These prisoners were in a house built of square timber. I personally 
headed the party th;it took them — myself broke open the house, entered it, and took from the 
hands of the soldiers their arms, Slc, 1 care not how much this matter is handled, bnt rather 
they would let my pantaloone alone, I return your remarks. Yours, Sec W. L. M ARCY. 



Ritchie prodigiously sensitive — Wehb attacks him — what impmdenes l^-^WM detmumeed as mn 
apostate i—MumfordTa help invoked^RiUhie heU mi Jaeksottt a9 BfUUr pmgs mi Smsip 

Hill, ** tn a small way** 
[No. 239.] Thomas Ritchie, Editor of the Ettqtnrer, to J. Hoyt, N. Y. 

RictfKoim, Oct SO, 1832. — My dear Sir: I have been prevented by several pressing engage- 
menta from presenting you my sincere acknowledgements for the kindness yon have rendered 
me. In truth, I wialKd to send you the notice in the ^a^ittrer which I intended to have taken 
of Webb's illiberal and unwarrantable attack. 

His attack by the Cholera delayed my article, and then I was engaged in assisting in prepar- 
ing the Address of the Jackson Central Committee — and I really had no time then to write you. 
I have taken the liberty of sending you the two last Enquirers. The one containing the ad> 
dress, and yesterday's paper, giving Duff Green's recantation on the subject of Mr. Jefierson*a 
letter and Webb^s article. 

Permit roe now, sir, to thank you most cordially for the service you have dons me. It ena- 
blea me to put that calumny against me at rest for ever. Even Webb has not had the audacity 
to justify his misrepresentation, or to rebut my answer, but fry trumping vp other calumnies and 
abuse against me. 

Between ourselves, the lettter which closes my article, is from the gentleman who married 
Mr. Jefferson's grand-daughter— lived in his family— and copied his manuscripts for the press 
afterhe was dead. He deserves the high character I have given him. Indeed nothing ever 
did surprise me more, than that Webb had ike impudence to about Mr. Jefierson*s 

opinions. 

There are hundreds in Virginia who would to the favorable sentiments of that dis. 

tingui<«hed man towards myself. 

Will you add to the favor you have done me by asking of Mr. Mumford the kindness to re- 
publish in the Standard, my reply to J. W. Webb. The apostate will never do me the justice, 
which I have lately done him in a case into which I was thrown into some mistake about him. 
Will Mr. M. do me the favor to spread my defence before die People of New York as soon as 
he can find spare space for it? 

I think everv thin? is working right for A. Jackson. I AM BETTING THREE TO ONE 
ON HIS RE-ELECTION, IN A SMALL WAY. As to Virginia, she wiU be found right «n 
the day of election next Mondap fortnight. The legislative Ticket will prevail. 

Present me most kindly, with my thanks to Mr. Bowne, and my reop^cts, though personally 
unknown, to Mr. Livingston. Gratefully yours, THOMAS RITCHIE. 



5. D. Ingham, Sec. Treas,, to Jesse Hoyt, N. York. 
[No. 940.] Washihgtov, 10th Nov. 1632--Dear Sir : I thank you for the information 
in your letter of the 8th. This Election, together with that of Pa., must kill Anti-masonry. 
They will not again raise that flag tn the nation, and pcarcely in a State. It will be driven 
liack into a few counties— but Mr. Clay is also done ; however desperately he may fight in a for- 
lorn hope, that is not the cAsrocCer of his friends. They cannot again be brought op to the 
charge. Yours with great respect. S. D. INGHAM. 

t .Tndflfe Marr^ wax poor, and plaood in office totave him from ruin. Tn 18.10, the leffitlaUini of New York 
pii<»ei1 n Inw reqtitrin? nne of the f^nprerae Cnart JnHee»to hoM a Ctrcnit in Niairam Coontv, to try the indictmente 
far killin; Morgan f r wrtiins about mnsonrr. nnd directed thnt hi« expaneM Bhoiild be pnid. Marrv wai teleeted. 
end he kept tn nrconnt of erery cent expended. amnn» whieb he ettumetated Vi cent* tti a Kaffaln barber, and 
50 cent! to n tailor f>tr sewinf up a verv nnsightly rent in hit breerhe*. Almut this extra-jndfiiMr. extra -paT, and 
hi* tailnm nnd bnrbert' billi, a Inufh was raimd.'whieh he ira« weakenoafh or Mriie enourh to trentns above. If 
torh carefnlne»» in detnila had been hi< worst fanlt, I would have been amonj? hit wannefltndmioen. His war 
puff appeared in due form in the Area* and Evenins Pose, and doubtlecK aided hi< elertinn. Ho had said in Hm 
United Stritet innate, that" Tn the Victors belong the i^poilt." and on th^it principle did he admin «ler thefrovem- 
ment of N, Y. Marcy ii over fifty years of a^e. I have heard, but'am not sure that it is so, that he is from I'~ 
aud came to Troy, opened a shoe store there, and then turned lawyer, like Hoyu 



VAN BUBSFTtSU UNMASKED. ALLEn's TAMMANY BARIC, 241 

3W harrfactd gven for Hnyt !^^Stephen AlUn*a Tammany Hall Bank, to bring M« Denwcraqf 
undfr the direct injliienet »/ exclusite pritnUges, in open mockery of their principloe. 
[No. 341.] Stephen Alien* Receiver General of Sub Trt;a«ury'8 advice to Jease Uoyt ai N. T. 

Ac^aAtT. Njv. 3S. Id32. — D^arSir: Nothing ia mire true thin the observanon made 
hf Mr. Vnn Baren at the Democratic featlval ; that the democratic pnrty, in a great meaa- 
vr«, owe their preeeat and previoua ▼ictoriea to rammony Hall, the place of ooncemratcd opin- 
ion and acti'in, and a rallying pt>int of the democracy of the city, or worda to that cfiect. There 
cannot he a doabt but that the building of that Hnll, and thoa far preaerving it aa a PortJi £a- 
imUi»hmentt and a rallying place on all occaaiona for the Republicana of the City and aarround* 
in.' Couaiiee. haa been one of the meana of oar triompha. 

1 waa one of the Comroitiee who purcbaaed the ground— made the contracta for building— 
and raiaed the m«mey to pay for iu 

The opperatiowt of that Committee orcitotie and responaable, aa daring the progrree of the 
work they were frequently compelled to raiae cooaidrrable suma on the reaponaability of their 
own naroea. The whole eatahliahment coat about #55,000 ; all of which »um waa aubacribed 
by hidjviduala of the party eicept $l8j000 (if I recollect right,) and for which laat aum the 
premiaea are now under mortgage. 

If (Aepifrfy properly eatimH ted ihe benefit it haa received from the eatablishme nt.efaia debt 
would have been cleared off by aubacription long aince ; but auch a reeult, perhapa, ia not to be 
eipected. 

A thought haa therefore occurred to me» end which it ia the object of thia letter to communi. 
cate ; whether the extinction of thia debt may nut he effected by obtaining the CHARTER 
OF A BANK, by the name of THK TAMMANY BANK. 

There canot be a more favorable period than the present for auch an application. 

The Inrge minority we have in b<»th Houaea and the good feeling t-vimed by the Country to« 
warda U3 consequent on the Urge vote given by the City to the democratic candirln tea, together 
with the imporunt uhject of relieving Old Tammany from iia embarraaamenia, W|TU OTHER 
CONSIOGRA riONS, 1 ahould preaume would carry the bill through triumphantly. 

The following plan of a Bank* I think would effect the object. 

The capital to be FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AT LEAST. The Society 
of Tammany to be PRIVILIDGED to subscribe for glOO.OOO of the Stock. The Bank to be 
authorized to loand the amount on their bond, at an intereat of three per cent per annum the loan 
to l>e for three or four years. If the B«nk divides six per cent on its atock. the SOCIETY 
would receive THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS annually, over and above the interest on the 
loan, which, in three yearn, would amount to $9,000. 

In the mean time the stuck would advance in value, and if eold at the end of three or four years, 
would prtibably be worth ten per cent above par, netting a clear gain of $10,000, by which op* 
peration the Society would be put into posseaaion of $19,000, a fund more than aufEcient to 
clearoff the incumbrance. 

My oftinion you no doubt know ie in oppoeition to an increase of theee Banking Monopolieo in 
the CUy-^ut the Legislature VVILL make them—and therefore IF VVEmtt«< have ^Aem, there 
cannot Ite a more legiriniate object to be effected, both in a party point of view, as well aa the 
charitable attribuiea «jf the Society, than the one alluded to. 

If you think well of the matter, I wiah you would consult some of our leading men — and u, 
on due coiisidrration, the project ahould be deemed proper, it will be nect'S<*ary that a notice 
'should be published of ihe iaieniion to apply, which you know may be published without the 
name of the applicant, 

Iwi»h it to be distinctly understood that I cannot serve in any of the offices created by such an 
institution — but any a&iiatance I can give in advancing the interests of Old Tammany will be 
cheerfully afforded. 

Y»iu will, of coarse, let the matter drop if, upon a view of the subject it shall he deemed in- 
cxpedienu 1 am with due respect, your ob't serv't, STEPHEN ALLEN. 

Uoyt desires C. L. Livingston to be re-elecUd Speaker of Assemhly-^let him renounce his yrw- 
crp/ea— tee must be hostile to the present bank of the U. S. 
[No. 242 ] I^renzo Hoyi, Albany, to his brother Jesse, at New York. 

Ai-BAirv, Dec'r. 19, 1832.— Dear Brother : In one of your late letters you wished me to do 
what I eottld to make Charlea Livingston, t Speaker ; this I will ciieerfuUy do ; but hie eoune 

t Lor«nr.o did not hh.-nr in vnln for tlia Old Runken of Tnmninny. nt the reqneit of their mjin of alt work JetfS 
Hoft. Chnrlei T.lvinir^tnn wat re-electwl titMher of the AswniMy with bnt litla opmtfition— and n third time ia 
Jen. 18:13. havinf wceiveH 99 vole* M John C. Spencer's 2i The Hunker* next tmirfo bim the?? Senamr for the 
diiirict which inctmlet tJie city of New York, and Uieir reprewoiMlive «pm every wxy tecrtky »f hit patrooe. A 
reiui'iiioa wnt introducetl inu. the Semite i) 1832 n/fuinut rechanerinjf the l!nilcd rtt.ue* Itnnk. which wa* op|)os«d 
bv STBPIIEN ALLKN nnd other* nnd mippfirled bv N. P. Talloiud'e. E<ltnond« and Benrdsley. Speaker Liv- 
liijrjtno. with Messrs. Vnn Brhaick nod Siifwell went with F^imonds for Uie U.S. Brink, but the pet bank coalitioa 
W«re «u«cse»fttU LotsiUQ Uoyt wishes LiTiOgttoo to eeeoi to come rouad lu the peu. 



842 THE PftESBN r (!) BANK. AN ANCnOR ABXAD. BLAtft OmATED, AND BOW. 

last month, in relation to the United States Bank resolution, I fear will defeat him, mleia Us 
mind on that subject, has undergone a change, and he is willing to avow it. Otis was a conapl 
cuous advocate of the Morehouse retolution, as originally introduced, and I think that circura- 
stancea will give him a decided advantage in the contest for Speaker, over any man that took 
the course that Livingston did. 

I think the [U. S.] Bank question will enter, more or leas, into every other political one that is 
agiuted here this winter — end I think and hope that our friends will feel no dispoaitiun. to re- 
tiaoe, in any degree, their steps Inst winter. As a party in this Stnte, I think we are fully com- 
mitted to a courte of uneompromtMing kMtilit9 to THE PRESENT BojiA— and if Old Hickory 
has auflered himself to be duped — which I think not unlikely — by Livingston and McLane, he 
moat uke the consequences. 

In addition to Otis and Livingston, I have heard a Mr. Litchfield, a member from one of the 
weatem countiea, named as a candidate for Speaker ; and if he will consent to rrni, which is 
doubtful, he will probably be nominated. He is an old member of the House, and hat bten 
a member of Congress ; and there wns a atrong disposition among the country membera to 
run him last year, but he declined. If you know anything about Livingston's pretrnf news 
on the Bank question, I wish you to write me forthwith. If he is wise and wishes to acquire 
and maintain a standing with the Democracy of this slate, he must renounce the principle by 
him avowed last winter. »•♦«»» L. HOYT. 



Mock Democrats anxious to become United States Bank Directors. 
[No. 243.] C. C. Cambreleng to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 

Washinoton, Jan. 10, 1833. — Deab Sir: You are aurprised at the appointment of Mr. Alley 
aa Bank Director instead of Mr. Jackson. I was negligent in nut writing to Mr. Jackoon a 
second time. The day Mr. White left here he stated that Mr. McLane desired us to say who 
ahould be appointed, that he, Mr. White, had named Mr. Alley. I told him I waa committed 
to Mr. Jackson, and should recommend him— Mr. White then snid that he would concur with 
me in supporting Mr. Jackran. and he wished me to write to Mr. McLane that he did ao concur. 
I wrote him in behalf of Mr. White and myself, and aUo wrote him that I understood Mr. Ver- 
planck to be also fiivorable to Mr. Jackson. After this I presumed the matter settled, and ao 
wrote to Mr. Jackson. Some da}!! after I learned to my surprise, from Mr. McLane, that in 
eonaequence of Mr. White's having named Mr. Alley, whom he presumed would be satisfactory 
to the Delegation, he had gone too far to recede, before he received my letter. I ought to have 
written this to Mr. Jackson, but omitted to do so. You will oblige me by explaining it to him. 

Very truly yours^ C. C. CAMBRELENG. 



Verf secret reasons for appointing Alley, The way our friend Coddington got to he Postmas- 
ter of New York. 
[No. 244.] Same to Same. Washington, lOih Jan'y, 1833. 

Private. Dear H. — I wish you to show the enclosed letter to Mr. Jackson. Mr. McLane, 
besides vhich that letter contains (which is a true statement) had other reasons which cannot be 
explained on paper. There wns no deception — no want of influence about it — the question 
resfted on other grounds altogether. 

Say to our friend C. [Coddington] in answer to his enquiries, that I had this morning a 
frank and full conversation with Mr. Ikrry, who tells me thai he never authorized Mr. Smith to 
believe that he would appoint him, and that he had no idea of doing any such thing. Mr. 
Smith*s going on to New York hns done him injury — he will not get the office. It is well 
understo^ by the President, Mr. Barry, and by all who have anv influence here, that when a 
change takes place Mr. C. will undoubtedly he the man. Akhough I cannot and will not be 
instrumental in the removal of Mr. Gouverneiir, I will take carv that our republican friends 
shall not be disappointed for the ln«t time. IVhen a change takes place, Mr. Coddington will 
be the choice of thh. President and ths P. M. G, 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

ID" Your letter is destroyed — do the like with this. Gov. Throop and Mr. Craig were nomi- 
nated to-day. 



One excellent vote by GuUan C. Verplanck — a pair of canting hypocrites mtt-gsneraled. t 

[No. 245.] Same to Same. WAsniNGTON, 15th Feb. 1833. 

Dear H. — Yesterday Mr. Verplanck's vote would have elected Mr. Blair — to-day the Bank 
have elected a printer for us by one vote. 

I understand Mr. V. P'a. The value of pledges may now be understood. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 
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B$i of Gold Mne on Oeril JackMnr-^ay^ Nullification dead^the Golden Lottery^Value of 
Gold Minu-^a $20,000 prize. 
Nci. 246] R. J. Arnold, to Jraae Hoyt. New York. 

Whjtb Hall, [Savannnb, Ga.,] March 14. 1833. — Dear Sir : Since I last wrote you I have 
not received a line from Boyd ; and the only official intelligence that I have of his proceedings, 
I reopived through your letter of the 18ih ult. which came to hand a few days since ; and also a 
oeriifieate <»f one share of ihe N. A. Mining Go's, stock, the one due me out of the eix aharea 
roaulted to pay the bet of Jive ohareo lott by mo on the re-election of General Jackaon, It is 
strmnge times in the poiiiicjil world, such revolutions I never before witnessed, and were I in the 
field, I okould be aometohat at a ioaa ou what aide to fight, Jackson has certainly risen iji my 
estimation sinee I saw you, and of Clay's proceedings t do not know what to think or say, but I 
Buppiise we shall know more ere long. Nullification being dead, it will not be long be. 
fore aomcrhing else will be gotten up to create a political excitement : what that moy be lime 
alone will develope. You oak me how the Gold Lottery ia getting on 1 and what effect it will 
have on our stock { In answer to the first, I know but little respecting it, excepting that I un- 
derstand the drawing 18 nearly finished ; and with respeet to the lasi, 1 should presume it would 
decrenae the market value of all mines, so many beinc; oiTered for sale. Aa yet, however, I hnve 
not heard of any eh mgin£[ hands, though I should presume some sales had been effected. I 
know that many persons did speculate in the chances before the drawin^r. The best spsculation 
I have heard of laie was by a neighbour of mine who went into Savannah last week, boui^ht a 
ticket in one of the northern lotteries, for (5, and the following day rereived the intelligence of 
ita having drawn 920,000^took 917,000, and came home. Yours, <Slc. R. J. ARNOLD. 

Gonoral Proaper M'a humble prayer to Collector Swartwout, for a family admiwon into hia pO" 

litieal Poor Haute — a queer argument, backed by Corneliua W, Lawrence, Price, Lee, Allen, 

and other Wire PuUera of pretended Democracy, 

[No. 246a.} General Prosper M. Welmorc to Collector Swartwout. 

New York. April 18, 1833.— Ok a a Sir : I waa so unwell the day I called on you that I fear 
I did not succeed in impressing you with the interest, the deep interest I feel in the success of 
the application I th«>n made to you. 

I have rffrained from troubling yon again personally in the matter from two reasons — first, 
because these solicitings are, I know, as unpleasant to you as they are mortifying to me. A 
further motive for my relieving you thus lo.ig from this importunity, hsb existed in the probabiU 
ity, that, while there was an uncertainty about Mr. Craven's contiuuance in ofhce, you might, 
wish to keep the other appointment open. 

Since I saw you, General Spider has again visited Washington, and is now retomed. He 
expects to be provided for to his satijtfaetion, and ia anxious that Mr. Ogsbury may have the 
benefit of his vacancy. Under these circumatsnces, I mast again throw myself upon your in< 
dalgenee for perroinion to say bow very mnch I siiould feel obliged by your compliance with 
the request. 

Apart from the connection existmg between in*»he is my wife's father^— T am bound to him 
for many fiivours received in his days of prosperity,, and which I have no means of returning. 
Ills character — business talents— -industry— integrity-— general popularity-^all would conf pire to 
m tke hia appointment acceptnble t«i the merchants and citizens. If individual recommenda. 
tiona were necessary, they could be farniohed ta any given number. I can hardly think them 
to be S.I for one so well known. 

!f I can be supposed to Aitse the slightest posBib'e influence with you, or claim on ihe adminis* 
trmtion — and I do not pretend to either^ I beg ^hat both may be tranaf erred to Mr, Ogabury, if 
they can in any way advance his interrat in this application. 

There is one view of this subject in which perhaps both Mr. Ogsbury and myself might be 
justified ill this spplieation. He has been for many years engaged in the importation of Goods. 
/ have a/so in former yenra contributed to the revenue — My oroiher, with whom I now am, and 
my bn>ther-in-law, George Tread well, who takea a large interest in thia nffair-^tn both 
extensively engaiied in foreign importations. It might be considered that individuals so situated 
have natronger riaim than tho9e who have never contributed to the revenue. 

Excuse me for saying ao much ; I did not intend it when I commenced thia letter. If yon eon 
favourably consider the application, I most sincerely hope you will do bo. Of one thing I am 
sore, you will never rettrei having conferred the appointment on the individual named. 

With great respect, I am yoiir ob« dlent servant, * PROSPER M. WETMORE. 

Name of applicant, Francis Ogsbury, 391 Broadway. 

*4S«ii«i«IPrMper was n r»?iiliir introdnear of omdiriBtm for office iit the CwHsia ITonye. Hit ftbtlitiesaaaa 
<ww*iie rjwr an hw own tiehalfmaf he mfertml from liii apiietil fi»r his lath«r-\»^lkkw to succeed bis old perloer in 
'•U Lniieil Butes Lombard. General Spioer. whose modest np|iea1 to hit ••^hbor Swartwout fur a share of the 
pnliltenlomlcr. bnrkH by Mr. Van B-ren. fonns No. I'M of this series^ h» anottier letter to SwartwouU dated 
Wk tl^ t83S, ha ttUs him that '*> Mr. McOaraiut li aboofc to api»ij ^ a akualioa andei the. seoeral govecoiMDt.^ 
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[Nn. 247] Attorney General John Van Bnren to Jetie Hoyt, N. Y.— Diak Sie : PleMt 
p«y Glover onu hundred and Hfty dollars and acoomniudate yuor recent^ much abuaed Iriend. 
At your office, Saturday, 2 P. M. (May. lt;33.) J. VAN bVSJi^. 

A NdtwtttU C0n9eii^'o}|^$4U.UUU given to John Mun^wd^IugrmlUmde. 
[No. 248.] J. G. Bennett lo J. H«>yt, N. York. Poatmark. PviUkDtLniu, iSib Jane (1833.] 
Dear Hoyt: Ydu will see by the papera what we are about here My otigeet u to aiaka the 
party come out for a National Convention. It can be done by prudence, skill, and •ddtc»«b In 
lelation to what 1 talked to you in New York, 1 have an earnest word to aay. 1 really wtsh thai 
my friends there wi.uld try lu aid me m the matter I formerly mentioned. Morrison i Irar »iU 
do nothingr. John Mumftrd has been aided to the extent of g4U,00U. With a fourth of that 
mm I Would have done twice as much— ««oberly and with aome deeem-y too. 1 ahookl be aony 
to be compelled to believe that my friends in New York ahtinld bceiuw their friendship rame 
cfiectually upon a d r e n fellow than me, who certainly ktM aome pretenaiona lo decency. 

I am sorry to speak burshty of any body, but really 1 think there is something like ingntiuide in 
the way 1 have been tre.iitid. 1 want no fuvor that I cannot repay. I want no aid that ia not 
perfectly safe. 1 should like to hear from you, if there ia any likelihood of my auoccve. 

Yours. k,c. J. GORDON BENNETT. 

Bennett of the Herald trying to borrow $2,500 from Van Buren, 
[No. 249.] Same to same. PmLAPCLraiA. 27th July, 1833.-* Dbak Hott s I fanva 
written to Van Buren to-day about the old adair. I MUST have a loaii ot $2500 for a ooupU 
of years from some quarter. I can't get on without it— and if the common friend* of our 
cause — those 1 have been working for 8 years — cannot do it, I most look for it somewhere elee. 
My business here is doing very well — and the money would be perfectly safe in two years. Yon 
see already the effect produced in PennBylvania — we can have the 8iate— Butif our frienda wont 
lay aside their heartlessncss, why, we'll go to the devil — that ia all. There is no man who wiU 
go further with friends than I will — who will sacrifice more— who will work harder. You know 
it very well. I must be perfectly independent of the Utile sections in this city, who would hurry 
me into their small cour»es. at the risk of the main object. Kendall leavea Waablngtoa to- 
morrow on his tour of Bank Inspection, t Let me hear from you. 

Youra. &x. JA'S GORDON BENNETT. 



A Scotchman's ihanke for " working night and dayftir the cau9e of Mr, Van Buren^'-^-^nguieh^ 
disappointment^ despair ! — suspected^ slandered, reviled / — BennstVs share in tVebb^s printing 
office — Cold, heartless, careless Van Buren / — What' can I do? 

[No. 950.] Same to same. PinLaD£LFni4, 3rd Aog't 1833.— Dsa« Hott : I am ex- 
tremely aorry at the result of your efforts. The effect is inevitable : i must kreak down in the 
irery midst of one of the moat important contests which VAN BURGN*S C.^USB ever got 
into in this state. I do not see how I oan avoid it. With every advantage in my fovor-* 
¥rlth every preparation made— every thing in the finest trim to cbeck-niate and comer all the 
opposition to Van Buren, snd to force them to come out in his favor-— es I know they muat do 
noon— I must give way to the counsels of tho^e who have most hoatile feelings to the cause— 
and on what ground 7 Because neither Mr. Van Bnren nor his friends will move a finger in ray 
aid. I must aay this ia heartless in the extreme. I do not wish to oae any other language than 
what will convey mildly the anguish, the disappointment, the despair J may say, whidk broods 
aver me. If I had been a atran^er to Mr. Van Buren and his friends — if I had been unknown— 
if I had been blest in being a blockhead — I might not have got into my present poature— nor 
would I have expected any aid from your quarter. But after NEARLY TEN YEARS igpenl 

end ft is therefore an netofjattice to him to my that in tkt ptut eamutt in Ais ctttr, n» laay hat mart stremgiy 
•vtecMi « detfrminatiom to sustain tM» mmsuregofUu administrution nt the •X|ieace w privata iiitara*U**'-»aa«l tbaf*- 
fora ha (Watmore) ile«ir«a that he ( \lcncrront) irnty be re|iat(i bj n fat salary ! 

Iromadiatahr afti*r the fall election of 18 M. Mewrt. Corrteliut W. Lnwranee. Wm. M. Priea. Btapben Allen. J. 
R. Whicin;. R. Rtker. rtaniel Jack«on. Gidaoa Ottraodar. Gidaoe Laa. and W. P. Hallatt addraoad a lactariulhair 
friend Samuai Swartwout. reqaMttn^ that F. Opbury mi^ht ba npp«tlntad an Inspector. «■ fnlkiws: *'Naw York. 
9SM Nov.. 1834.— Mr. OgsbnrT is an old inhnbiuint of this citv—ft firm supporter of the administnitioD — sod IN 
THE LATE ELECTION WAS ACTIVE AND INFLUENTIAL, •• 

t In Rannett*B Kitchen Cabinet laid open, No. 3. he shts, " I ndvoeotad the removal of the deposits ;" bat he had 
atatad in his Panniiy Iranian, .Inly SO, 1833. that It saemedto hitn probable that nothinr would ba done till Coofiasa 
■lat ; and for this tha Naw York Van Buren editors, whoaa spaculating upboklars wanted the baak plunder. danotaaD> 
ed him, while Van Buren himself [No. 253] disliked " the evident tendency uf his paper.*' Kendall wMte him from 
Baltimore that ha was surrv he had said * that tha daposites %muld not ba removed **— 4iddin](, *' I shall want voor 
most prudent counsels when I get" to Philadelphia. " I had bean and was for a removal, but I doubted whether 
this mode was honest.** savs Retinett<~ha aim published a letter from Kaodall. accusinr him of ** aowlaf tlieaaadt 
^rdiatnist far and wide,*' and telling him that he might ** raise nn m fieat paper in Philadelphia— one wMekahall 
«1most noatrol tha Democracy of Pennsvlvania.** but to do that De would have to keep oo food terras w tb *' the 
oUier leading Democratic papers in tha Unioi.** Mr. Bennett nest apfdiad lo Van Buren, thro* Hoyt, fbr a loaa, 
aad woaU pcobably have rot it bad not the refeney been afraid that a tmp was set for them, saeioff tbey hada^ 
ae mueh about buying up the press— moreover, Beooett had not worked well in patty bamass, so they aaio. 
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fa iVno York, WORKII^O NIGHT AND DAY FOR THE CAUSB OF MR. VAN 
BUftlibN AND UlS KRiBNDd, sorruundiKl, too,M I hnvc bem, wi;h thoM who were ooiu 
tiQiiai^y ulkiiig agsinsi him, and poisoning me to hb prejudice, the treatment which I have rs. 
«eived from hiin and his fnendi during thie len year, and up to this moment, h as superiativetff 
imartU — ■•nd if 1 could use any other word more expreMfve of n\j aentlmenta I w«iuld— as it 
J« possiiiir t(> oonoeive or nnagtne. By many of those whom I hn.^^ sufiponed for yean I hnvt 
been auspecied, slandered, tnd reyiled as if 1 had been in bitter hoetiliiy to Mr. Van Barrn for 
yaarSt im$Uad «/ 9tii^mrtU§ kirn tkroygk tverf ioa«/Aer, and even sacrificing myself that 1 mi|{bt 
reiaiii the aame feelings towards hiin-^or I assure yon ( might have ooiitluoed my cottneciiutt 
with the C and E. lait year,' very much to my advant ag e retained my share in the printing 
office of thar aaiabiiahmeni, if! had not differed with Mr. W«-bb on the points that you knuw g^ 
Weil .of. . I aold out h iwever to tfosliin— «ived a small pittance from ihe wreck uf the ^/o6e— 
came here and in waced »t in the Pnteay/oairtffv, which ia now entirely under my control, provided 
I cioiild tind a £riend anywhere between heaven and earth to help me along, and tnubU me to earr$ 
mt MY FIXBD PURPOSE IN FAVOR OF VAN BURfi^N and his/riends. B^tt that friend 
God kao not yet maife, though several of the oppoaita cbaructer the other gmtUnum has put hia 
brand upon, and fondly sayit '* ihta is mine." 

/ except fftm, DEAR HOYT— -I am sur^ vou wonld help die canae if you confd. I find no 
fault with you, although what fault v^ .nu with me about the deposits is nonsense, and only a 
clamour raised in Wall street by « .ew of ^e jealous blockheads hostile to me, who have not 
brains to see that in this city we ean use the depoeit question very efficiently in the October 
election. I do not blame even the jealous blockheads or any others in New Yoik — I blame 
ciily one, and that is the Vice President himself. He has treated me in this matter as if I bad 
been a boy^>a child — cold, heartle?s, careless and God knowa what not. By a word to any of his 
friends in Albany he could do the friendahip I want aa easily as rise and drink a gluss of Sara* 
toga water at the Springs. He chooses to sit still — (o sacrifice those who have supported him in 
every weather — and even hardly to treut me as one gentleman would treat another. 

/ searetly know what course I shall pursue, or what I shall do. I am beaet on all sides with 
imporiaaitiss to eat Aifn— lo ahamdon him — What can I do? What shall I do 7 I know not. 
You will excuae this letter — you can easily appreciate the situation of a man confident of sue* 
oesa if propt^rly supported— but nothing before him but the abandonment of his deliberate pur- 
poaea or a shameful surrender of honor and purpoae and principle and all. 

Youm truly, J. G. BENNETT. 

I do DOC know whether it ia worth the while to write to Van Buren or not—nor cio I care if 
you were to send htm this letter. 

The past and the fatare placed before Jesse ffoyt. , 

[No. 851.] Same to same. — PatLADBLpHtA, 15th Aug|t, 1833. — Dsar Hoyt: I have not 
heard from you for a week. I hope that my old friends — if I ever had any — which I begin to 
doubt— will not forget what I have heretofore done or what I may do. Do let me hear from you 
•gain for good and all at least. I am, Dear Sir, Yours, Sec, JA'S G. BENNETT. 

Van Baren will not lend his friend Bennett one cent~-hut wiU bestow his good wishes upon him 
as long as he keeps honest / / /^ Van Baren dare not venture to trust himself on paper to his 
^riend — Cannot Philadelphia uphold one Van Baren Press ? 

[No. 252.] Vice President Van Buren, to Jeasc Hoyt at New York. 
SAaATOoa ^PRTNOS, August 19, 1633. — {Free, M. Van Buren.) — Dear Sir : I return your Mr. 
B^ letters, [t. «. No. 250. &,c.] I have never duuhted his personal friendship for me. 1 would aU 
ways have been happy to do him good, but I cannot directly or indirectly afford pecuniary aid to 
hia presa, and more particularly so as I am situated at the present moment. If he cannot con- 
tinue friendly to me on public i^rounds and with perfect independence, I can only regret it, but I 
desire no other aupport. Whatever course he may pursue, as long as it is an honest one, I shall 
wiiih him well. He does not understand the relation between the Editors he quarrels with and 
myself, or he would not complain of me for their acts. They are as independent of me in the 
management of their papers, as I winh him to be, and remain. I had intended to have said thtia 
much to him, but the , your letter, and the evident tendency of his paper, render it 

preferable that 1 should not. I did supptwe that he would have found no difficulty m obtaining 
money in New York as ethers get it, if our friends in rhiladelphia could not all-together make 
out to sustain one press. If you happen to meet him I wish you would make the^e explanations 
to him, BUT KEEP THIS. I am, in haste, your friepd, M. VAN BUREN. 

[No. 253.] Vice President Van Buren, to Jesse Hoyt, N. York. 

Albany, Sept. 7, 1833.— Desr Sir : General Vance, with whoae good character and leqMct- 
ability you are well acquainted, goes to New York on business in which our State is deeply in- 
tcresied, and in respect to which you may perhaps be of service to him. If jrou can do ao, I hope 
yoa wiU-«ad am very oordiaUy youia, M. VA^ BUREN, 
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Stoek9i Cheeksp Shiri9, dud Drtnoen^Swearingt S^Uimg, ami ike UtUr S, 
[So, 254.] Atuimey General John Van Bnran, to JeMe lloyt, N. Y. 

Albany, Dec. 19, 1833.—* My Dbab' Hoyt (as some raacal wntee lo • WebbV-I enclose 
'you. your check, tor your comfori— it was deposited in the Bank for coiieetion, and, of coune, ia 
teinmed lo yuu without inponvenience. Aa for money, I don't know that I ahal) be peeoliar 
■hort (not physically but peeunurUy) unleaa Boeton and Providenee should fro down lo a mere 
anatuiny. In that event 1 fear the ex-Daaiah Comnuaaioner and myself will be a ' below-par 
nobJIe' of auflerera 

Pleaee to let Willard of the City Hotel be apprised that I wsnt two flannel shirts, and as many 
psira of drawera, to be had of Tryon for a trifle eiiaa, eradit. 

I am not a * Counceilor' and be d^—^ to yon— and if 1 wera I ahonld spell it with an ' 8* m 
the middle. Youn « to aarre,' J. VAN BUREN. 

P. S. Since the foregoing effusion was ponied forth, I bave enquired at the Bank, and find 
your check baa been sent to New York. 1 anppose the easiesi way * to work it,' is to endese 
you, as 1 do, my check on this bank for the aame amount, payable at the aame time. J. V. B. 

[No. 255.] J. A. Hamilton, to Jeaae Hoyt, on supporting ' the Standard.' 
New York, Dec. 30, 1833. — Dear Sir: In reply to your enquiry whether I am willing lo 
unite with other friends in raisins money to ausuin the Standard, I have to aay— that if 30 
pereona will agree to advance $250 each, the repayment to be satisfactorily aecured upon the 
psper, I will agree to advance |^50 whenever the arrangement is completed. 

With very great reapect, Slo. JAMES A. HAMILTON. 

Oaternar SiUu tetting the wheeU in motion — eontraete to he kept hff Farmero with PatroanB^ 
hat may he broken at will with National Banks — no thunder from the city — Plander^w ear 
game^ and * our etate lead^ — the tegielature ie a party organ ; let it play ap * Judua*9 mareh^ — 
InHruetions from Washington how to manufacture puhlic opinion at Alhany, for ^ect ai 
Washington — also for country use ! 

[No. 256.] Silaa Wright. U. S. Senate, to Jeaae Hoyt, New York. 
Wasrington, 3d Jan*y, 1834. — My Dear Sir: Your letter and the enclosnra came to me tbia 
day, and I have thiiw evening aent both to Mr. Flagg, with such auggeatlnna aa occurred to me. 
Nothing can be clearer, in my mind, than that the friends of the Administration in your City 
should not attempt to get up a popular meeting upon this aabject. The legislature is the proper 
organ to speak for the people upon this important subject, and there is not a doubt that they 
should act without one moment's delay. It is too late to fear any effect from the allegation 
that our Slate leads. The subject is now before the Virginia legislature, and I think it quite 
likely they will recommend a restoration of the depoaits. The legislature of Ohio have acted, 
and go strong against the Bank — In favor of the removal of the depoaites— and againat the Und 
bill. I aay they have acted. The mail to^ay baa brought a copy of their resolutions, which 
had passed the Senate, and which Mr. Morria, the Jackson Senator from that State, aaya will 
pass the Huuse 3 to 1. Every legislature in the Union will act upon thia aubject, and ouis will 
not he behind. 

If the friends of the Bank in your city attempt to get up a popular meeting, the subject will be 
one which the friends of the Administration on the ground will best know how to dispose of— > 
but in any other way I do not think the mass of your somewhat excited population should be 
called to act. 

The state of feeling here is very violent, and popular meetings either way can have lit'la eflfect. 
Still I should dislike to see a meeting in New York seeming ro embody an undivided eipreasion, 
given tn our opponents— /or the political effect in the country would be bad, I have no time to 
write farther — hut shall be h'vppy to hear from you often and freely. 
I think the legislature should — in the ahortest possible language— 
Isi. Express an opinion against the re-charter of (Ae Bank in anv form. 
2nd. Approve i.f the communication read to the Cabinet un the 18th Sept. last. 
. 3rd. Approve of the change of the depisits. 

4th. Approve of the reasons given by the Secretary for that change,* both on the graand of 

♦Oovemor Wright well knew that ho wm advisitif n violation of a contrncf with the bank, and, of roune. of 
the United J»tRie« ronttltuti.in. He l.tfft l!»iTt to iret the party rn^lemen in the le^itlntnre to rnitM it to r r»pr. ve of 
Atlomev Henernl Tan«v*B fMsone. What a wor^|I thUit! H«d W.J. Dnanc confcent»d to the plnndar of the 
United States Hank, and the enriching of the Van Buren petbanka with the 9|Kiik he mi rht have rem fined in offies 
as Becretnry of the TreB«iirv, fine to Rnsti i on nn $18,000 bonnt nn a slne^-nre mininter. or received the reward 
otenined b? the supple |r.nnlre Tanev. the Chief Jnnireihfn of the irnf ed State*. H vine acted honeitiv, he was 
thruit fri»m oflce, hli biuineM ns u lawyer hid jfone Into other h-indt on hit remornl to VV.ithinirt-n. and from that 
day to ihii, the hired prerte« of the VTin Rnren tcho..! have Mnudered him without th^ »li«titeiit re?nrd for irtith. Tf 
k thut th..t American freedom r.m be upheld 1 Wrijcht tn the AllMin* Fenate. votH for bankt. and took stock hi 
them— in Wanhinj^t m he pnffetl them. y<»l the piihl c monev placed in them, borrowed out thnt munev nejt. with 
otJiw apeenltiton. to nl-e the prhse* I.f the pithHn land* to the penple^the nntlnn-il tre«i.i»« was used to blind and 
bribe the millions to elect Van Murwi and uiih.ld lh« party— ftod, that doos. Wrisht is 1817. * ' " 

psliM** soulless <AisUaofe,*'fr«f4iuailtse|aian« of a«MiL 
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the near expiration of the Charter, and on the gronnd that the Bank has abused its chartered 
powem and phvilegea, and has become a poUtieal irutitution, 

Theae puiate will cover the whole case in a form and manner moei applicable to the state of 
thinge here. Most traly yours, SILAS WRIGHT, JR. 

[No. 257.] Cornelias W. Uwrence, M. C, to a Friend in New York. 

Washinoton, 34th January, lbo4. — My Dear Sir: Your favor of the 2 1 at wna received late 
hat evening. / am inclined to think we ehall have a project introduced FOR A NATIONAL 
Bank, as well as a renewal of the old one, upon principles somewhat different than [from?] 
the bill rejected by the President [Jackson.] Ferhaps new propositions^ not either attacking or 
sustaining the administration, would receive the approbation of the country. 

The mi>tion to return the Deposites is justly considered an attack upon the President, and it 
ia resisted on that ground — but nothing is yet matured, 1 believe. 

Respectfully your ob't servant, CORNELIUS W. LAWRENCE. 

[Rbmabks. — ^It was Mr. Van Boren's rale, and it appears to be Mr. PoIk*s, to reward with 
J contracts, early information^ or in some sure and effectual way, tbo?e congrea^mrn, 
■taie*legisl(itors, or other persons holding official station by popular suffrage, who had in any 
way injured their characters and standing by violating principle to serve party, right or wrong. 
It is in this way that Mr. Lawrence has obtained the N. Y. Custom House, with its patronage, 
and vast influence and emoluments. 

I A few months after writing the letters of the 24th, 26ih, and 31st of January, 1834, here given, 
the name of C. W. Lawrence was put up by the Van Buren Safety Fund Bank men, in opposi. 
tion to the frienda of the U. S. Bank, fur Moyor of New York. Mr. Lawrence had been elec- 
ted to Congress in Nov. 1832, by 5895 votes over Mr. Ogden,the highest whig candidate. When 
sow oppoaed to G. C. Verplanck for Mayor his 5895 majority dwindled down to 180 ; obtained, 
too, by aaacrifice of principle for the love of gain. At the great celebration, by the whigs of 
N. Y., April 15, 1834, the 5th regular toast was " Cornelius W. Lawrence, whose HEART was 
wiih ust but whose SECK was with his party.*' That it was tightly in the collar there is abun- 
dant testimony. The reader, on perusing Mr. Lawrence's three letters, will perceive that this 
toast told the simple truth. His judgment was avowedly on one side and his votes were on the 
other. His prospects of adding to his wealth by the sacrifice of his opinions were in the one 
acale — honor and honesty were in the other — " in private (saya the Cour. & Cnq. of Apiil 9, 
1834) he admitted that the removal (of the public treasure) was inexpedient. To those who 
oonveraed with him on the subject he admitted that this removal wasnncallid for and impolitic." 
Yet he voted for the removal, on a pledge, well kept, that he would get the fingering of two 
iniUioiia of dollars of these depoeites himself, for a bank to be started in Wall street, with spe- 
cial privileges, and called the Bank of the State of New York, of which bank he and his cronies 
should have the control, the jugglery of diaposing of its shares, dLC. The bargain waa fulfilled 
by Van Buren — Lawrence had the two millions— had the two million bank charter — and 
had Jesse Hoyt'a Custom House monies to boot — ^finally, he has the N. Y. Custom House, Its 
Yast power and influence, with his bank as a treasury pet, and his brother serving by way of a 
•tool pigeon, as its president, till he rComelius) is again ready to resume that lucrative nfiice. 
"* As fi>r supposing that Newbold, George Griswold, Stephen Whitney, or any of the old federal 
commercial men were with us on this occssion, for any other reason, than because they found it 
for thrit interest to go with us, I never for one single instant had such an unwarrantable idea.** 
These were Builer'a remarka to Hoyt, Feb. 34, 1834 — and he might have included C. W. 
Lawrence, Morgan Lewis, Saul Alley, Preserved Fish, Ab'm Bloodgood, and several other 
rich men, who only went with Van Buren for the love of a ahare of the plunder. In the Cour- 
ier & Enquirer of April 8, 1834, we are told (and the fact ia neither explained away nor con* 
tradicied) that several merchants of Mr. C. W. Lawrence'i acquaintance called on him when 
on a visit to New York, a few weeks previons, when he ** frankly avowed hia conviction of the 
necessity of a Bank of the United States, and his disapproval of the conduct of the Executive 
^Jnckson) in reference to the deposites ; but added, that he had bound himself BY A 
WRITTEN PLEDGE to uphold the party. Such waa his sense of the erobarraasnients of his 
situation that HE ACTUALLY WEPT." The crying congressman, the weeping stock-jobber 
'could save assioNEnhad he disliked the party drill — but it brought him plunder, and he blub- 
bered and held on, and afterwards lent his name as a candidate for the mayoralty to uphold 
the gamblers he voted with in public, end whose dishonest measures and greedineas of gain be 
had secretly condemned to Jesse Huyt and others. The above letter (Jan. 24) was first pub* 
lis^hed in the Metcaniite Advertiser, which alao gave paragraphs from another letter hy Law. 
renoe, written after * the party' had resolved not to go for a new bank, as Dan«el Jackson and 
Csmbreieng had privately urged them, nor to rccharter the old one modified, ap he (Lawrence) 
hoped they would — in which he had begged of the gentleman to whom be had written, to givo 
him his letter back again — he dreaded exposure and public shame. 

Tba Stoning Fostt by Bryant, deoouBced tha bill introduced into tbt N. Yotk Lt gUatuat 
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Vy rpcftmme ni'aMon of Mareir's aii mtllkm meiMf*, which John Van Baren bfeii ■proilttrd •■» 
detil'iring thai it Wiiuid mnke " Lawrence run iik«* the Cholera,'* for majror. Act-ordiiig to iho 
Poai, u ahould have been eniiiled " An Act to loan ihe crrdii of thia State to the Sprculaton, 
M<*n tpolUts, and Rug niuiiey dealera th< reof." The trading polittci^na of the atate, then, at 
BOW, went any and every way for gain — Avnrice wm their god. ** If the United State* Bank fa 
dangeioua 10 the libertiea of the country (naked the Cour. 6l Bnq. of Jan. S28. 1839 ) Aev ceau 
G<n>fnt»r Thrwtp in vote for it ? How la it ih it a/i this danfer, all ikis Mmcommtitttti^nmiitf, ha* 
keen discovered 6y ihe Argue fpiihim ihe tmet twelve mimlhe ! ! ! ! r When George D. Strong 
waa not an applicant (or a bank charier at Albany, he oppo>«d C. W. Lawrence, got up a ni^m- 
Snation oppoaed to him for Alderman, and bant him too— but in April lti3<l, wh<*n he wa* pelt* 
tiooing the Regency for their aanciion to hia G>niniercial Bank (which aoon &i)ed) ha (8m>ng) 
went it ftnmg for Lawrence aa the only tma dt^moeratie candidaft for Mayor. In JaiL 
1834, Ltwroncc wrote Hoyt, ** that a national bank would be uaeful to the government and the 
country''— in April, aame >ear, he voted with Canibraleng 10 keep the public revenue in ibe 
tautu of the peui, tho' the U. S. Bank had paid the republic $1,^0,000 for the uae of it. and 
alao that it waa unsafe to re.chaner the National B<ink. Three yearaafier thia,Lawreiice'aowft 
bank waa bankrupt, with two milli'ina of dollars of the public plunder citt'-cbed in ita grip, and 
ha at the head of it. On Sept. 25th, 1843, Lawrence was one of Van Buraa*a Sub TVeaattff 
Viee Preaidrnta at the meeting in the Park — and his bank keepa the depoaitea 10 thie day, 
%hile, if the aub-ireaaury scene ahHll be re-enacted he will ahare the pleodcr tham algo, imder 
tome tiew and plausible form. — W. L. M.] 

CelUctier Lawrence of N. F. oa the Removal of the Depooiieo-^olhoun, Prutgn, degy 
McDuffie, Rivee, and the NuUifierSt their viewe. 
[No. 257] Cimelias W. Lawrence, M. C, to Jease H«yt, N. Y. 

WASHiNOTorr, 19th Jan. 1834. — My Dear Sir : Your favor of the 8th (rptomed from Fayatle- 
Title, N. C.) was received thia morning, and I notice in the Courier 6l Inquirer of Friday the 
17ih, another letter to me, signed Jacob, referring to the depositee. 

You will no doubt have read Mr. Calhoun's speech- he admita the right of ivmotvl fram 
office by the President, and says ** nor can I doubt that the power of removal from oflloe, wheie* 
ver it eziffta. does, from neceasity, involve the power of general aoperviaion ; nor can I dooht 
that it might he constitution ally exercised in reference to the depoaitea " Th«»n -he goea on to 
■ay, that to prevent the removal of the depoaitea it would have been hia [the PieaidMit'a] light 
and his duty to have removed the Secretary. 

In convrrsaiion yesterday with the other Senator from Sooth Carolina, Mr. Prsatorif he «d« 
mitted the giving up the charge of a violation of the Conatitution bv the Prtaidcnt— %ot the vt» 
novel of the deposites was a violation of Contract with the Bank, dtc. 

I think Mr. C^lay and Mr. McDuffie^s poaiiion, of a uaorpatinn of power by the Pr e el denr, is 
gone — and the onlv question is aa to the sufficiency of the reasons. Mr. Seaborn Jqhm of Oeor^ 
gia, a Nullifier, will speak next in our House — and he will maintain that the leasona gives by 
2ie Secreinry of the Treasury [Tsney] nre satisfactory and aufficient. 

If the Nullifiers give up the question of usurpation of power in the act in queaiion, that point 
may as well be abandoned by the oppoaitioo with ua, and Mr. Clay*a first reaolution cannot even 
pass the Senate. 

Mr. Rivea of Virginia is soid to hsve made a very able speech in the Senate x>n Friday— and I 
have heard that a distinguished Senator /rem the east aaid afterwards, that. on* die constitntional 
ai^gumeni he bad demolished Mr. Clay. 

However I do not say these worda were osed, and do not wi^ to be qeoted as reporting 
what any one says. My letters are only intended for ray friends to whom they are addreaaed. 
Respectfully, your friend and obedient aervant, CORNELIUS W. LAWRBNCE. 

Oomelins the friend of a Nati^a^l Bank when behind ihe screen — Thequaksr on both sides of 
^, , the fence at once, 
[No. 258.] . Cdlecior Lawrence to his * assured friend* J. Hoyt. 

WA9HiN0T0!<f, 26th Jan*y, 1834. — My Dear Sir: lam much obliired 10 you f«ir your letter of 
the 21<it,and I AM APPREHENSIVE OUR POLITICAL FRIENDS MAKE A MISTAKE 
IN GOING TOO FAR AGAINST A NATIONAL BANK, hut I will have rh« pleawieof 
writing a few days hence. Raspectftilly, your assured friend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE. 

Hoyt introduces .Iffriwehan to Van Barenon behalf of ihe IhtiUd States Bank. 

[No. 259 ] Td^ioe President Van Buren. Nxw Y6^\. January 28, 1834. 

Dear Sir: This will bL* handed V^^^hy my friend Jneeph Kernochnn.'EBqulre, one of the del- 

agatea from the merchants of tlite'iBity, charged with a memorial to Congress in reiaiitn to t|^ 

tmbarraaaed rondiiiua of our Gommerehil afftira. He has now retired, but hrfs recently heeta 

caicttalvely engaged in buainesa, and hia great experience enables him to know all the variety 
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W flAmifi af Mereantfle operation*, and would teem to qaalify him to exprtm aeenrate Apfntoni 
on iliis kubjeei. He has tifen, everainee I have known hint, and choc ia For many year*, a oni* 
f»rm aupporier of the demucraiic adminiairation of the Cuuniry«and continuea thai eupport to 
the nif aaorea of the preaetu one, in all aave iia views in relation to the B»nk of the United 
Btatea, and on thiaaubject hr aoya, aa Mr. Jefitrrsion once said, '* diflferencea of opinion are to bo 
toh'rat^ where reaaon ia left free to combat them." ilia object in ^oing lo Washington ia purely 
with the hope of rifiidering a public service ; and if he should have a desire to state hia viewa to 
yoa, I have no doabt you will sive him the opponunity. His ipeat integrity of chaiacier will 
authorize you to place the utmost reliance upon his siatfrnenta aa to the true condition of buaL 
neit aud buaioeaa men in this city. Respectfully your friend and ob't aerv't. J. HOYT. 

Hoft introduett * a Bank Mitnonary' to Tanep and Vun Buren* 
[No. 260.] Jesse Hoyt, N. Y., to Vice President Van Buren, Washington. 
Nkw York, Jan. 28» 1834.— Dear Sir : My friend and neighbor, Elbert J. Anderann. Baqaire. 
who will deliver you this, viaits Washington as one of a Committee of Merchants, charged with 
• memurial from a portion of that claas of our citizens, in relation to the present embarraaasd 
state of trade. He ia extensively and actively engaged in baaine8a,and is familiarly acquainted 
with the diiBculties that aeem, and no doubt actually do exist with all oommereial and mereaa- 
tile men. He i9 nne of the few intnUigent and ardent aopportera of the pretent adminiatratioa, 
who difller in opinion with it '\x\ relation to its views concerning the Bank of the United Suteo. 
He makes a personal sacrifice in this mission, with no other motive than a desire to promote the 
Smerests of his frllow-citizens, and the information that he will be able to impart concerning this 
iotemting subject, to those whose motived are in common with his own, commends him to fuor 
&vourable notice. Though I do not agree with him in all his views, yet I take pleasure in bear, 
ing testimony lo his great sincerity, and purity of character ; and his intelligence upon this i-ub- 
jsot you will discover without any intimation Irom me. With great respect and conaidrrstioo* 
I remsin your friend and obedient servant. J. HOYT.t 

Lamrence firmly helietea in the tttiliif of a Natiovai Bonk, while exerting all his jiewcrs to 

aid in crnehing it ! 

WNo. 261.] Collector Lowrence of N. Y., to his friend J. Hoyt. 

ASHiNGTON, 3l8t JuMusry, 1834. — My Dear Sir: I cim scarcely suppose it possible that I 
eould have written any letter to authorize the paper you have enclosed to roe, and 1 feel deeply 
monified that any one should have authorized a publication in a newapaper. May I beg the to* 
vor of you to request the person to whom it was directed to return it lo me, or at least not to 
circulate it, and if any one ahould ppcak of the contents of my letters, phase mention that I had 
repeated to you, that my Utters were only intended for those to whom they were directed. I 
can not imagine who could have received the letter alluded to. ] have no idea any compromiso 
is thought of by either political party. 

It iimy indtoidual opinion thnt A NATIONAL BANKwiM proper reBtrietione tindntkjoet 
to State Taxee, t^e., WOULD BE USEFUL TO THE GOVERNMENT AND COUNTkY, 
and 1 know there are other individuala in Congresa of that opinion, and that ie almoet as muck 
as I da knaw.X Respectfully, your friend, CORN'S W. LA WR£NC£. 

The Mieeionary addreseee Jesse as a friend to JCT the Bank, 
[No. 262] Elbert J. Anderaon to Jesse Hoyt, New York. 

WASHivoTOir, February Ist, 1834. — Dear Sir: I have only tossy that Mr. Wright's speech In 
the Senate, seema to prpclude any hope of success from our mission ; nothing but the action of 
the people in their primary asaembties can operate upon Congress, Hnd you know better than I 
con what is to be hoped from that source. The deposit question will be settled, tn confirm them 
where they are. The srtoner that is settled, the betterfor all p:irtie8. Forty votes cannot be ob« 
tsined in both houses of Congress in favor of [a] new bank, at present ; and the chance of a ro« 
iiewal of the old charter, under any modificationa, dependa aolely upon the contingency roeiu 
tioned above, a decided expreasion from the people. A metallic currency aeems the present hob* 
by ; I conceive it utterly impraeiicabie. If I see any hope of a change, I ahall write ; you will 
please receive this only ss uy individual opinion. Your friend, 

£LB£RT J. ANDERSON, j 

t A ilmnar kttar wai tent with Mr. And«non to Mr. Taney, Mr. Dttan«*B tuccaaaor in tbttTrM«unr Dtpaitmant, 
liavinf the fullowinf words aiidvd : — ** U« haa s fraat devir* fur an on|K>rt unity nf eonv«r»inf with yun u|Kin the 
** mauan ratarraii to. and I hnrm taken tha hlierty to hood bini tbia lettar, and I beg yuu will indiilra ma fur the 
** liberty. And believe me to be, Slc. J£S8£ HOYT.** 

t On the 5Mlth nf Mnrch. 1R3I. Mr. Lnwrenee wrote Mr. R. Darell in repl? to nn enquiry of ihe workina men of 
the ^h Wa d. New York, ak f.»llf)w« : " In rercrenoe lii the * abolition of nil lieented mono|Miliei/ On the broad 
eround. } ndmit the jiittice of the general pruiKMitinn. that it it objectionable Ui give any man nr Mt of men. iinvt- 
wre« which interfere with the juki righu and liljertiea of others.** He aildeil. thai a* tw " a diaUiel ayatsa irtaias* 
ttoaa,** OB wbieh ibaie had baaa ** rnucJi diacaSuoa, ha had awt laflastad MimeieatJj.** 



ttaa 



JOnN ▼▲!! BtRBTt CCEIIKO9 BtTTIN* AND •T6CKJ0BBIN0. 



Fah i^iimi Md SwuiwoiU, wken << sum mnd inm, 

[Na 963.] Vice President Van Buren to Abraham Miller, White Plains, West 
Chester couoty, N. Y. Washinoton, Feb. L, 1834. — My dear sir: There is certainly nothing 
that 1 cuuld do tor yoo with propriety and efiect that 1 would omit / cannai^ however ^ wriU 
$e Af/*. Sie^viwinU,* Oi^ UUs tHOJeU, I have dame so so often wUAdmi tuccess, iJUU se^-rtepeU kat 
emi^peUid me t> desist, I presume, however, that he has his hands fuil. U' tlie expression of 
my wishes in behali' of your son can be of use, he may show this letter to the Collector. 
Wiahinff continued health and happiness, 1 am, dear sir, very truly youn. 

^^ M. VAN BUREN. 



Buying $30,000 tn Stocks^ e% tJk Urengtk of a eonJUenHal peep ed Marafs Morrigage Masage, 

oefore Us ddioery, 
[No. 964.] Attorney GeneraJ Van Buren to 'My Dear Jesse* Hoyt Ataant, March 83 
]834.^Mr Dka« Jrsse: Please let Nevins and Townsend bu? me 1 00 shares ot' Moh. and 
Hud. R. R. for cash at 96, and Bost and Prov. 100 shares at 9^| cash; drawing on me at 3 
days sight for the amount. U better terms can be had b7 uktng the stocks two weeks hence 
(buying on time) I should like it better. I fear stocks will rise after Monday, and therefore I 
want these purchases made Mond^, but leave it open aiVer. Let ike beggars deal ktmesUf im 
me for / Utse a deal ofmoneff attykaw.i Tikere wdl be sowuthing done here Mjnda^ ikai wiM 
ekarm yoM Yorkers, Ltowrence will run like Ike Cholera, 

Please ask Bucknor to hand you the amount of differences at which my fifty shares Man* 
hattan stock were settled, and send it to me. Yours very truly, and much better. 

J. VAW BUREN. 

AUemef Cfeneral (John) Van Bwren asks O/nnipotenee ioourse his friend Jesse Bo ^ wsh a his 

RtuL-road slock senl^ with Jesse ^ to T\fphet — and grumbles at the New York ojicials for natfur^ 

lUshing fnntls for hzs stock rambling transactions — Htfyt obtains staled preachit^g at $28 per 

emnwm^ at the Ascension CMurchr^Parke Godwin*s opinion of the Leaders of ' Me Democraof! 

[No. 2G5.] John Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, Wall street, N. Y. Albany, March 95, 

1834.— Why God d — n you, Jesse ! buy my stock and draw upon me at sight. You must be 

poor bitches down there, if you cannot raise this two penny sum. If the stock has gone up^ 

letitgoloH-^-lLt The Bank will come up against the Safety Fund Banks, and depresi 

stocks— the Governor's measure will eventually relieve the country .( Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

* There was evidently the t»f«tpnsBbIe uoderrtandhtg eit&bllih^ between Mr. Swutwout and the Albany 
Rest'iicy u early an IriJS, fur In ihat year and 183S, Marey, Wriyht, Cruawell. J. Van Bunm, 0>niln(. etc, ai« 
Bbersl lu Uielr leitiw i«» liini, recommttiHlliiir eaiidiiiaiea for bto Hiwpltal. iSeyiiiour ami many mbers ihut got 
pliic«ia. On the 93.1 nf March, ld:)6, EdMin CrwwKll rvcoinm- nda Biirnum Whip(ite to hb * iii<«t favorable com- 
itd«ratloo'*— aMurei hinithat hia(W.*a) *■ pecumarv clrcunutancre reiidi:r it iieculinrly deaitHblt: a« ihU iiiiif,** 
Aal he ihtxtld be ndinilled into Swartwuut • Ptior Houiit>~4Dd ihHetum* up hit character— •« llto politicui fuaii- 
£etiim»M a e equnliy unqut« ionalrfe ; belof a unirunu Eep<ibllcaii of the Oid School." Mr. Aiuiin«'y General X 
Van Buren tliiu endoreeM Whipple on Uie aaiiie Kheet: " Saiimel 8wnrtwoui, Eaq.— Dour 8i<— I lully ciiHCur is 
thf I'ort^init [CimwrllV] rt'ootuoieiidatkm of Cupt. Whipple, and aa be 1« a very dcver feilfiw, 10 biot, I bope 
Tua will b** able 10 do wliat he aaka. Yours truly, J. VAN BUREnT^^ 

•• llliaiiy. March 83d, 1838.'* 



t Mr. Hoyt (ot aloiw more quietly with Van Buren*t knarery than with that of anme other penone. On the 
tStb of Ft*bru«ry. IdW. he wrote to I^vl Woodbury from th« Ciiiwin Uoute— *- Mr. Price'* Km liaM publtolied, k 
tii« Courier of this morning, a letter fhim hiM father, which I have noi read and du not mean to read. 1 am 
quite tired of * ilie rofUM and nif nery.* ** 

On the 8lh of November, 18J0, he wrote aa fnllowa : " B. F. Bailer, Esq.. U. 8. Attorney— 9ir : Do sec fbil is 
imt the caau of Harvey & Sln^f in a poaitioii tor a new trial. Several wurchanU kavt been to m«. wU ar* am 
feeUf emtretgeouM a£ auch a ftielatitm of all law end tense. I think I could safely Kwenr tii newly discuvereU imd- 
ni'my. an as to |R*t a new trial on that ground. Mr. Rusiael lias stati^ siMiie fnciit iii me ihnt ><r<« new. Think of 
this point. / am M morti/ledmnduptet at Uu reemlt. 1 WILL LBAVI2 NU STONE UN TURN tD TO PUN- 
I8H the party wlio would auenipt to overturn all law and morula Retply. J. HOYT, CuUecior.- ' 

% Mra. Jameaon telle ns In her Summer Ramble^ that a Baptiat Preaclier. whnas church ebe anend- d In Oiimii. 
and who evidently wanted to att^r clt-ar of oflbnduig hot and fnoliah pariifans, made an acute prayer for John*! 
father, viz : thai ** If Mr. Van Buren were a good man he might be nmdebrtter, and if n bad mnn. mat lif mieht be 
apeedilv iwfeneraled.** Pertiapa if he had been (^vorad with a pei-p at Joiin*a coimpon'«enoe, h** wonid havs 
oniiitr^ Ui« i/" altogether, aa applied 10 ihe Junior. Mr. J. V. B/a monatroua iintiieiy appenra to have ahnckod 
evvn the imiienllent Hoyt about thi« time, and partially eflTected thnt which even the Pioue B. F. Butler*a calls 
have fai'Ml lii— aa wl.n<i« the fnllowtng ree»-»pt— " Mr. Ji-aee Hoyt— To the Church of the Asctnaion. Dr To 
Rent uf Pew, No. 36; L May, ieS4, to 1 May, 16IS, $8& Ruesived Psyment, ^. ' 

WILLIAM DONALDSON.** 

^Rblibtino thb CousTiT.— The iiinlor Van Buren ref(pra here to Mnrey*a MeraHge of the previoua d>iy, fMafch 
ft.] ndviaiiig the people to monpRjre their ninn\ and lend iheaafety fund and pet hanka the other six miiliim'* to ra- 
il, ve Uie wnmiry. Mr. Parke Oodtvln, of the N. Y. Coitonia, has giv.»n an hOiie.«t oiiinkm nhout relievinc iha 
eimntry, whichwe eopy fVom hU newapaper. Tke PmU^ndtr, of April St, IMS. Eleciora ..f New York, la It not 
tnsi RMidaii«j«d|«. «vdwisiiif«k8ttslsn|ttagso(a tnlspaulo^aBMa wborcUroftUdlairflVis«3 
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^uy the Standard of H'me far S33,0(KV— Cr^nnm-ff jmJTs Mrre^t S'x Af'fHnn L/nin ^fa» y »— 

talks of bank pfUrtttts aiui s Ifish moned nun — intt^naru distress^ arid sUtck iwi to be p If / — Ivi 

vriil do to tfdk about — Jackfon cf* OK*sten mtllutn barU: scheme snwthjcred as impnlUic at fke time, 

[No. 2ni>.] Edwin Croswell of the Argus to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Ai.dan'y. March 

$1, I iU.— M/ D ur 3ir : if tie St la lard can bj purcha:iei of Mr. Hon », unincumbered, lor 

S2J,000, our friends ou^ht not to hesitate to get possetusion of it A^ide from the importance 

of the step, politically, it coulc trcarcely tiail, if managed witli rea^onible tact and economy, 

to prove a matter of pecuniary profit. I do not think of any one precisely qualified ibr the 

charge of the paper, who is at this moment tree from engagements of another sort, but I have 

no doubt the man may be found, and soon, if our friendu will take the refusal of it for a 

given (erioJ. 

You have undoubtedly read the Governor's message. Allow me to ask your opinion of Itl 
7^ Bank and opposition press f roasly misrepresent the pruposiiiun. That was expected of 
course. The Bank has produced the "distress" and its incendiaries have contributed to it in 
all D0>8ible ways. Real or imaginary, it is their only hope. Hence any proposition, calca* 
latea to produce relief either by inspiring confidence, or ojr providing mean.<«, is their bane, 
and will hefoughi and lied down^ if possible. But I am satisfied the project will be approved 
by the legislature, and by the people, and that it will result advantageously to the pecuniary 
and political interests of the state. Attempts will be made by the bank patriots and by selfisa 
monted men to decry the stock in the foreign market. But rely upon it, IF ANY oHALL 
B£ E V£R ISSU£D, it will find a sale without difficulty. 

mrntw* of tli«> ponrrM of hi* country meo. He Is the eon^ta^lnw or Woi. Cullm Brysnr, and were ell ih« ofioM 
in Lnwrviice'ri djiartui iii ns uoti iNssioMrt-tl iw hU was, by Vna Ntas, who is Uiere lUai could cutti^lalo ? 

[FrrMii the PathflDder, by pHrke Gmlwin.j— * |i [aieaniiig the deiiiocr'iiic \mt\y\ has inlked iinill it has not only 
eznauKted its b eaih, but its life. Wlmi i« it dtilnie to carry oui iu j*rtiicl|.|i > 7 What leal viialiiy hi there la 
any oTlia |>r«<uiii.ent nicni'un'ii Y Whnt Reotilnt' nianh<N.d in siny ur iu iiruiiiiofiit men Y In It niit, at ihb nio> 
nieiiU f grand Imp sition and falsflHiiid "^ Is It nut a va^t c«ill' cilve oramV hend, nn ilH^ion, n deieufr, ai d 
aMii'cltrinT We Murv«'lvisaMt>wi;rtii«Mi qiiesiioiis in the MtKiuintlve. We dn im, bi ciii>*« wr c(inM:ieMiiuu»ly 
btliev tlini our |M)liiico and mir |K>iiilcul parile* am siupeitd<u* nod cruel luinibugB. Thtt d> niticini.c parly, piir- 
tlciilarly. Is liable to this c arge. ti«cnuM; h p or-rsii to be |(uldi-d by lolly aims. Ti!< eiMi«* arv il^'hi, but It* uieaas 
•re delu^lv«. Not that the iiuumi oI Uh iiiciiilien aie awart- or this— not tiiai a wlioh- p»'0| le wiiuhl vuluatailiy 
■fr^e tu mlalcad and cheei themvelveii— bui that lUe hadcri (if the party are tilled iiuer with Ipnurance or 
hypocrisy ami aeinshncM. TIh'V are elilicr grnarly iciiorani of ihrlr duiit-s, ur tliey know that ibey aie b^ tayiDg 
the uiiiMiuile vhoui thfv pn'fcss hi serve. We Tui|ie«rh Hit ni with the fni-l. We chiine tht- m wiUi trifling 
with I he happiness ot' niUiiooa. We aceuae theni of an utter want ot baman s> inpatliy. We denuauce theiu as 
ciieuis and pret« nders. 

Tiii« is stnniK laiipiage, but not too stroni tn be ▼n'ified. Lei us are. What havp the masa of tb«* population 
gained by tlie recent eit-ttii>B 1 Why, ihf> have di'-missi*cl oiie sri i«f nia{!i4iniie» to adu(M an«ihf>r, w ho oiay or 
mav Q"t bf better. B»-yond tiie fi;w who will get office by the hitolerunt prorcrtpiion uf tli*-ir op|)i>iNnu>. what 
class Is beneriied Y Has any prlnilple been aetiled ? Ha* any teal, pcwiilvc advHncement been \« nnight la tJM 
condition »t the (leople, or evrn in fubilr opinion 1 After all the WMSiefnl ekp* ndltuie of tlni«- acd money, after 
a I the panidra, Junketihiga nnd spet'Chrs, afUr tbf declomailons of tlie nfHS|»apt m and Uie vncifi ratkini* of iIm 
tKir-roainia. afWr kocI ty h.ts been i*iirrf*d to iia d**piln by a tiefce excitement, is tin n* a s}tt|lc man who can lioii' 
caily my that his lot haa bcfii Improved by ihr lasu t, even so much aa one Jot tir ilttla f Does any democrac, 
in tlie wildest flialii of bk* ex|iectittion», believe that elilivr prMperity, conitort, or flfvwtion liaa bt-en atrured to 
the p<-«)ple1 Are ttie> more sur** of employ nient, more ea«y in their pecuniary circumstai.ces, better hidgtd,(« 
clothed, or fed, pnlnrged hi intellict nnd expanded in »ynipatliy. In coniM-qiiencc r»f ihe p'iltiral r vtitu<ii>o tO 
wbii h tliey have been ma'e to contribute 1 Nn ! No ! The (loor delmied crt- dtur^a are as niisirtiUeniid debased 
as ever tliey wi r«>>ki tlie face of all the lying flatieriea of pulitlcal addieaaes, and all the heartiave nockh.p of 
polltlCMl It ailers. 

Nay, we ito further than this. We will supnoite that the dt mocratic party bns been snccesafnl in its pro 
Vx s, not only In ihiR citv. but ilironglinui ih** CJnion : we will iiU|>|iosa ih:it Mr. t^nthoun or Mr. Van Buren has 
bfenehn»en to iha Presidency, aUma with triumphant majoriUtsm both liouses oi Cnnsrtnw: we will PU|ipiiaa 
thnt all ihe iiiensiire* for wh ch it contenda are cnrrird into procilral extcniion: we wiH pn|p««eall thim and 
yet say, that It will D«*t benefii the mass t»f the i t^opltt in any perciptililt* dcprtfu ! It will hnrdiy Mcure Uu-m m 
stngie one i»f their primary and most imponani righu! L will ieaTetlicm ax fnrfVnm ihf |M>itit ol true social 
hnppinesfi and individual development ax they are now! They will continue lo be nx dibaxed, iaii«irsni, and 
aqoalid m they are now ! They wi«l be exixwed to as marh #uflering ai.d as many dbastrry ax ihfy are now ! 
They will silil livt* in nasty and |ieatifemus holtae^ in crovi*ded and dirty nreetx : th< y will still work la aliitps 
thai are little better ihnn siyes: titey will still fet-d upon the worst pn>diirts of the worst maikfts: they will still 
be cut oflTrom innny of the necessaries nnd nil the refinements and elegnncea of life : tin y will still be vmited liy 
want, sickn'^f, deittiiuilon, ai d ha«>t«iied-deaih : their children will still grow up in Idlent^t-tt it:n<>rnncf, itnd vice: 
they will siUl be denied the right to l.ihor. the right to educMtlnn. the right to social iniercnnrx«- : tliey will siiil ba 
tha slaves of ihe capitaliat and the dupex of Uie poiiiician : alUl forever running the same dreary n«und of dia- 
agretablc and monoioDotis lalmr, unxaiished dexirea, artificial diaeaaa, debasina compaoionrhips. cht erle»a iiveg 
and ho|iel(j»ii deaths • Political changes may have brongbt ihem a btief political improvemenl ; but ah ! In all 
the esxentiols tif happiness, they will be as meagre and helpleaa aa ever. Politicians ! have yuit thought of thial 
If >ou havt! not, what crliiiinal blind gu de^ you nm 1 If y»tt have, what Iniaiimus hyiiocriies \ our Imjioaturea 
prove you to have been ? We xngitevt the qUestiiai, In the niniost scriouailea^ to thi; higlier miinia anyone the 
dfuiticrat* ; wheth r for tiie lNxtt>« f my ytiirs, they have accouipli<ihed aught worth spenkinx ol lor the millkms f 
Wf aak them, wliei h«*r they are llkelv to io anvthlng more, for the nt*xt fifty years Y >Ve call iipiin Mr. Van 
B«t^•tt, upon Silns Wrlaht, Sitinuel Young, Tnmmany Hall. Ihe 0« roncmlle Review, the Piebelun, and Evening 
?oat, or any organ nr »<dvociite ol the democrmic party, to declare ui what r»ptct tliey hope to iiiipr»ve iIm aoo- 
dithnt of the mass'S— ttt whnt decree and by what n«'niis ihey propi«e tti advancf the pubiit happiness Y Wht« 
and how and wlicre they are tn fumtali even a partial exemplittcaiton of the working tif their boaiOi d i rincipica t 
Th 'y must do ihii, or b** content u» receive the withering cuiaaa wliich tha loBg misled aiui ahuaad multUiida wUI 
■mar or laiar heap np.n their ^lUity headsk** 



S53 CR08WBLL, VA!<rd»RPOBL| tfOKROB* hC. FtKANCIBllINO. 

So far as we hear from the country, the effect of the me^na^e has been favorable, beyoild 
our mo9i sanguine eipectations. Such is the case here. Mooerate men of the opposition aoe 
and admit the value of the proposition as a measure of relief, and although the pany news- 
papers in lAe service of the bank will deride and assail it, they will nut carry by any means all 
their friends with them. Aside from its intrinsic worth, as the best proposiiion that, under the 
circumstances, could be presented to the legislature, it mil serve to give cmifiiteihoe to our friends^ 
so PAR AS THAT IS NRCB88ARY, aud Will put ai*guments and weapons into their hands. A 
ten viUion bank teas received with little favor here^ in or out of the legislaturf.^ ami if proposed 
e&uld not have succeeded. Defeat would have given to ike whole maUer a far worse aspect than if 
nothing had been attempted. With great regard— sincerely your friend, E. CROSWELL. 

Gambling in the Stocks. 
[No. 967.1 Attorney General (John) Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, New York. At.bant, 
March, 38, 1834.— Mv Dear Jessk— The purchase by N. and T. of 100 Mohawk at 96 a 
very good, I understand it to be payable in all next week. I shall be in N. Y. next Monday 

S^lst Inst.) and then shall arrange it Please countermand the order for Boston and Provi- 
ence ; I should prefer not to buy it ; and if it is purchased and can be resold without loss, 
let it be done— any how, as Lonl Grey said, I shall stand by my ' order.' 

Yours very truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

[Na 968.] Attomeif Oeneral J. Van Bwren ashamed to appear publicly as a Stock-jobber, 
Albahy, April 17, 1831. — Mr Dear Jesse — Nevins aod Townsend write me that they have 
bought my Utica Stock. Please get the money for the enclosed, and pay them. J do not wisk 
ta earrespond with thrm directly. Let the certificate be made out in my name, and send it to- 
me by some private conveyance, or keep it till I come down, which will be shortly. 

Yours very truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

T%€ Postscript shows thefulwre Financier, 
[No. 269.] Attorney General J. Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. Albany, 
June 13, 1834.— My Dear Jesse- With the slender assistance ot the above [a draft for $780] 
fortified by the enclosed [a check for $31 10], you will, 1 think, be able (if you will do me tbo 
favor), to satisfy the following demands— Nevins & Townsend S391 ,4«>— Chester Jennings S850 
— ** Young" Wilson SlOO— Minthome Tompkins $70. If it tails short, parcel it out to tha 
Cormorants, in such bits as you may deem most meet to subserve their several necessities. I 
intend to walk into the Mohawk soon. J. VAN BUREN. 

P. S. I tho't my stock was bought at 109, was it not ? The receipt says 109|. 

Yinang Van Bwren^s falhtr-itinlaw, and Hmjt's brtither^ Lorenzo, getting rid of less proJiUtbk 
Bank-Stock, through Jesse's agency, 
[No. 270.] Judge James Vanderpoel, Albany, to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Aijiant, 
June 20, 1831.— Dear Sir— I thank you for the services you have rendered your Inrother and 
myself in procuring stock for us in ihe Lafayette Bank. Our portion to be sure is not large, 
but we console ourselves with the truth of the old adage, that " hair a loaf is better than no breao." 
You will confer another obligation upon me to procure the residue of the deposit money, and 
either send- me your check, or deposit it in the Phasnix Bank in my name to the credit of the 
Canal Bank. I send you a drali on the Commissioners for the amount. If ii is presented on 
Monday the Commissioners will pay it, otherwise it must be dra\i'n throiiffh the Butchers and 
Drovers' Bank. Resoactfully yours, j. VANDERPOEL. 

Afrm. by J. Hoyt. June 23. Reoeived $250 from Commissioners and sent my check to 
Judge Vanderpoel for it j. h. 

[No. 271,] Lorenzo Hoyt, Albany, to Jesse Ho\t, New York. July 18, 1834.— Dear 
Brother: The Judge [Vanderpoel] and myself THINK WE SHALL MAKE NOTHING 
BY HOLDING OUTl LA FAYETTE STOCK, and therefore, annexed, send a power of 
attorney to sell it Please have it done, and send your check to the Judge for the amount 
Yours affectionately, L. HOYT. 

" July 21, 1834. Sold for account of Jesse Hoyt, Esq. By Nevins A Townsend, 25 shares 
La Payette Bank stock at lOU $2537,70— less commission i per cent, $6,34— $2531.16— Leas 
90 per cent, unpaid, 2250=^1,16." 

A srik stocking Democrat. — " We have to be a Utile vulgar these Jnckstm Hmrs." 

[No. 272.] James Monroe, Esq., to Jesse Hoyt, 42 Wall street, N. Y. Ballston Spa, 

July 24, '34.— Dear Ho}t: A Vliginia friend, like all the rert of t!iem who have not played a 

part in Wall f^treet, do not know and will not learn that when a note or draft is due, that it 

either has to be paid or protested. When I left N. Y. 1 made no provision for the payment of 
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adraft on me for S1650» drawn by a ViiYioian, thinking that he would MtiO; and act ao iar as 
toput the money in btnk to meet the payment. Not so— the draft had to be paid, and like 
.Ward's notes, or rather my notes in hia I'avoar sUently overdrawn my bank account which my 
agent made good by loan from my friend H. Ogden of the Custom House. Now, if you can 
conveniently, anil if you cannot conveniendy, then you must put in bank for my account the 
.81000 as early as the momina of the 27th inst, as 1 shall send a check to Ogden for that day. 
He is a good Jackson man, ana perhaps wants no money, but this you can ask him. If my 
friend fiom Virginia puts wy money m Bank, I will N;nd you a check for the $1000 at once— 
this he may write me to-day that he has done. You can have the money again in a few days 
at any rate. / know it is vulgar io attend to money matters this kut iceather, BUT W£ HAY£ 
TO BE A UTTLE VULGAR THhSE JACKSON TIMES. 

No news here. Let me hear from you. If you would like to make a litUe money out ^Sara- 
toga, let me know U. I tell yon it must go dawn, I may join you. When does Glover and 
Ward come upl In haste, yours truly, J. MONROE. 

• ■ 

A Beggar^Can you get bet^J— Perish C, P, C. Beardfley. 
[No. 273.] Attorney General John Van Bnren to J. Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, Aug. 39, 1834. 
Mt bfiAB Jesse : For G — d*s sake send me my over coat— my underclothes are all worn out, 
and Vm a beggar. Let it be taken to Wheeler's, who will send it to me. Can you get anv 
bebi 00 Governor, even 1 We shall lick the dogs so in this State that the ' Great West' will 
hear the howling. Yours truly, J. VAN BUR£N< 

N. B. Our brethren in Oneida are all < with one accord united'— look out for a tall majority 
in O. (1) •'Perish C. P. C. Beardsley' (2) will be re-elected by 1500 majority. 

</ must have ashy at the Boy^^^ StockjoUing Epistle, 
[No. 274.1 Attorney General John Van Buren to J. Hoyt, (Albany,) Sept. 5, 1834.— My 
Dear Jesse— Please let Ncvins dt Townsend buy me 100 shares of Patterson R. R. Stock 
delVr in 60 ds. ^s cheap as possible. I must have a shy at the boys. Keep the } urchased note 
till 1 see vou. . >hall go west this afternoon, and return in 3 or 4 weeks. If anything mms np 
in my absence lo depress stocks rapidly and seriously, which is hardly possible, sell out and 
savtt me (rom loss. Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

P$arce on the Rhode Idand EUetion^Potier an old fed. in his dotage — Whip the Bank Men-^ 
Ooremor Francis^ a Van Bureniie of 1st 'water — a hint about family connexions^ Jcromus Jukn- 
son like, 

[No. 275J t Dutee J. Pcarce, M. C, Rhode Island, to Jesse Hojt, N. Y. NEWPoar, R. 
I. Sept. 18, I8S4.— Priro^.— Dear sir: Yours of yesterday I have. 11 our men do not act like 
fools, we can elect our Senator by a decided majority, say a majority of five or six. In a vote 
between Potter and Burgess, the vote would probably stand 41 to 41, thus giving to the Gover- 
nor the casting vote in favor of Mr. Potter— but to give Mr. Potter 41 votes, he must get th^K 
votes in , and this three we are afraid he will not be able to do— and it is moreover 

well understood that if there would be no probability of Mr. P's4^aving a majority of one over 
Mr. B.. Mr. B. will be withdrawn and the Atto. General, Greene, taken m), who ^'ould un- 
doubtedly beat Mr. P. three or four votes. I think it will not do to run Mr. roUer, who is now 
in his old age and dotage — cannot forget h's early associations of federalism and Hartford Con- 
ventionAL^sin, It is hard for the Ethiopian to chiange his skin. ^r. P. will be the cause of our 
defeat, if def>jated we should be ; and, if disposed, can put our success beyond a doubt— in other 
words, if he will give up his pretensions where his friends tell him there is no chance for him>- 
and this we must do, and support another man with the same zeal we would support him. If 
we could support him with the nope of success, we would ^ve the bank wen a severe whipping, ?nd 
send to the Senate the best man we have, in my opmion, in our snie. Governor [Jc^ B.] 

• iyi1>«h C. P. r. Be«rdslry wms the whljf nIcknKnie to Sitmiirl B«*rrt*Vy, nrOneldn, who w«s n Tlo1«nt nip- 
^nrter of th« Purely Pni:d Lenf lie 01 Bank*, nnd an ri emy to Uie Unltrd Sta e I'ai.k aril b atirhef . H« (;ot it by 
w ^peech In CitngresK. Janunry. 1934, in which he H«id— '* So ! sooner than rcttuce our aiepa^perish the state 
bank*— |wn«h rrodit^perlith commerce.** 

t Dntee J. Penrce. an InflnenUal Inwyer of Rhode blnnd. wan appointed by Monroe, in 1824. Itn U. 8. Dbtrtct 
Attorney. He ei.Utcd the 19ih Conyrets. In Dpoemlier. 1825, with TrlNtrxni BiintcM : and John Qiilncy Adnnia 
tbni* c«inpr«tnlNti's h.m on a i«-«'iection to thf S4ih ConjtreM, ten yen* after. In a letter dated Qalucy, Sept. 
7. 1835. ** I heartily conKratnlate yon nuon your re t* iertion bi Conrress>-Hlih()iii:h uiion many ini|iortant public 
11 enj»nre«. I diflerrd widely in opinion nnm ynu iit the inut Ctinpe^i ; and nlthouth I dtt not ilnticr niyxeit' ihat 
ve »hiill Ncree nmch better in the next, I ;ttti yet convinced tbht the pwrtv which hns been tlicve two ytiarn 
strnntllnp bi brei«k yon down, the bane compound «if Hnrtford conventiim redtrMii>ni and roynl arch tna»niir>-. Is 
10 rotten with the corrnpiion ofbruh Its eleni«*ntfl. that I ball with J«>y the vlrtnr)* which yon hi«ve achieved 
over It: I re>iicc aim* that the mnie people bnve repnin'd the injai>ikce dime by the sauie pnriy to Mr. Spnifrae, 
and hPTe rrtnmed him to Ctmgreaa ai yonr rollenf on- Of that patty, treachery- ia 841 favorite an litntranient, 
Ihxt I have h«*iird Mr. Bun'««<a cooiplain that they have used it evKn with hlni. It is their naturu an<f their 
Tocatloa. I irelcouie ths festalt of your election as a pledge tuat their chalice la letoroing w their own llpa." 
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Francis, lie can certainly be elected against any man the bank party can name, by a maj«w 
ity of five, reserving his own vote as the presiding officer of both hoases. 

Mr. Frauds is my confidential fritful^ and vfotUd su/pptni the adminisiraUcn. He is mort dt^ 
voted to Mr. Van Buren than any otktr man in Rhode Island. He was my classmate, and the 
classmate of Grovemor Francis in College, and is aboyuor Governor [Marcy]*s penonal friend. 
Mr. Francis is not anxious for the place, bat I knew would run if he would' receive the support 
of oar party. With these prospects before us, it will be too bad to have them blasted— and 
blasted they will be, by Mr. Potter's pertinacity and obstinacy. What can we do 1 1 hardly 
know. I hnve written lately to Mr. Woodbury fully, in r^rd to our difficoMes, and have at 
times thoiii^ht I would write Mr. Van Btiren, and Mr. wnght your Senator, in r«^latiaii to 
them. ^Mr. P. [Potter] is under s^reai olUsrations io Mr. JVnghl. U Mr. Wrirht would, 
^I^without bringing my name into question, or in any way referring to it, urge Mr. P. to witb- 
' '^ * I hopeless, and throuoH all his weight mto the scale of Mr. Fraa> 



i^riraw when he finds success 1 ^ , 

Hycis, otir victory would be a glorious one. Mr. P. would raise himself in the estimation of 
aC^he adouD jstration, and if he on earth wotild not rtcdve his reward, some of his friends and 
il^'amily connexions may. Truly yours, DUTGE J. PKARC£. 

■ ' > m ' ' 

Perish C. P, C. Beardsley no ' Bank slave* only a Van DuTe% manU 
[No. 276.] Samuel Beanlsley, M.C. to Jesse Hoyl, N. Y. PWrofc.— Washinotok. 
September '24, 1834.--I>ear Sir : Yotir favour of the l6th, reached me here t04iay. I am well 
aware of the feeling of your bank* merchants, and all other bank worshippers towards myael£ 
That is of little moment to me. and less still to the public. I dare not venture any opinion to 
you about my district, although I believe oar pcditical friends hope that it will be for the coonny 
rather than for the Bank. Personal feeling aside, 1 must say that I hope such may be tbie 
result: in other words, I would prefer being a freeman to being a haiik slave. I do noigive any 
opinion for myself about the District. I however believe that our friends not only hope Car a 
democratic majority in Oneida and Oswego, but they expect one of from 5 to 10 hundred. Mv 
opinion is, that General Root may have 400 majority in Broome, but that in Delaware he will 
be behind some 800. 1 presume Governor Marcy will be re-elected by more than ten thousand. 
In haste yours, S. B£AKDSL£Y. 

Van Ourtn's Profanity set off by BidUr*s Piety, 
JNo. »n.] Attorney GenU J. V. Buren to J. Hoyt, N. Y. Fm'k— " Avon, N. Y. Seat. 
38" [1834]— franked by "M. Van Buren." Mr Dear Jessb,— I make use of a frank the M 
man led with me, to let you know that / am about as vnhappy a d I as you would wish to 
see— from thejear thai you have purchased me some Patterson R. R. Stock, on which I am to Um a 
large sum ofm>07vey. I see that un Wednesday it left off at 81 i, which is 8 or 9 per cent, lower 

than it was when I authorized you to buy for me. I know nothing of the d ^J stock, except 

that Bremner was dealing in i^t and it had been rising for a month, and I hardly thought my 

* When Satnuel Beinhlcy wiw elected to Coniress, fmin Oneldn. he rwlfned the office of U. S District At- 
tnrney. was niicreeded by N. B. Benton, now Secratiiry orStnte lor N. Y., and in 1836. Hpp(}inle<l by Govmior 
Mdicy Attorney General. He wms k firm luppnrier of the aafciy fund hunk tystain, upponed to Ynui f, and ooe 
of r>»tir to bay CroswelP* three-walletl hou^. ont of which Job the Evening Joaroal eiimctpd nioch nmoa«- 
rocni at the expense of the knnves who made the barfniia. Beiirdsley entered the eenato of N. Y., in 1823. was 
R rigid partivio. thorough for Crawford, and, an Hauiinond ihinkn. ver>' honest Mnrcy noniinnted him to be 
A1t(ff>ney GonerHl. late in 1836 ; and when a tenator, he could not brine \i\% conscience to con!*ent to the ■eBdlog 
of Biahop and Komble back to their ooiuataenta. Like Wrif hi, to 1Q4, hs thought that popular appeals aaiy 
be made ti>o oAea. 

t Botlir's Piity.— John Van Bnren Is Mid to have remarked, when In New York, some time since, tbst he 
sutfered less for his |Mofanl(y than Butler did fur his piety. I annex another specimen of the XviVi^r. 

It is well known that J. G. Bennett took part with Van Buren. Lawrence, Butler, Morris, Edmonds nnd Sio* 
venson. in the Gientworth aflalr of 1840. In the N. Y. Herald, of Oct. 2t(ih. we And the report «»f a N. Y. In- 
diffnatlon meetinfu held, at noon of the 34th. hi the Pvk. David Banks being its president, and Wright Hawkes, 
now of Paris, the mover of resolves. Mr. B. F. Butlfr was the orator of the day ; nnd, hnd lie really been a 
pious man, hh pathetic appeals lo God and Providence would have been passed over hy nie without remark- 
but look at the impudence, covetoutness, and hypocrisy shown in his letters, which compare with his descrip- 
tion of hii opponents, iind thn then mayor of Philadelphia lie said, " thiit fmnds extensive and ntrocions weie 
practised by the Whigs In 1838 and I8X). Is now abundantly proven. These fmnds were successful in the first 
inHta.nce, and nearly sii in the last. The reason that they were not so In the latter instance, is not fiom the 
want of exertions on their p^rt but from 0^ the direct interposition of an overrullnc Providences^ .... 
1 shall do all I can, undcicnred by threats of prosecution. Indictment or assassination, which have been held 
out, to go on and bring these perpetnitora to justice, oven If my life fall In the efltirt I Itiok on this as a special 
interpo'fition of that providence— that ruler of truth and justice, who rules and rplgos over all. and even In this 
life punishei the guilty, and brings frauds to light and punishment . . . What a frightful n'siem of fraud 
does not all this develope, on the pirt of onr opponents? Monstrous In the extreme. And rhfelly concoctt>d 
in nnd thrust upon us from a neighboring city, the central seat of the monled power, and which is also the 
head quarirra of the United States Bank, and has so long been under its blighting Influence. Yes, from that 
city came the Hessians who were to crush our liberties, and destroy the freedom and purity nf our instHutlons. 
(Cheert.) ^^ And John Swirt, lu mayor, (great outcry,) the chief magistrate of the second city In the tlnited 
IO" States, was the wicked and willing agent and participator In forwarding these stupendous (lmud«, and In 
^iCr conniving at the contemplated fteads of 1840. (Tremendou oatcry.) And by his control over bis pollc« 
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buying would knock it down forthwith. Perhaps it will go still lower, and may be worth 
nothing for all I know. If so, and if I own any, sell if you think best, and let me lose the 
present difference. If I get out of this job, you may consider me " discharsred curM" as the 
Cholera reports read. Yours ever truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

Jesse Hoyts and Jchn Van Duren*s Dcts^ Sept. and Oct., 1834. 

[No. 278.] I have compiled the following statement from Mr. Hoyt's memoranda of 
his Dets, on his own and Jc^ Van Buren's account, previous to the fall eleoion in New York. 
18^. 

With James Watson TFe^.— $500 on Governor (Marcy vs. Seward), evenr—$5O0 on 7000 
for Marcy— S50 to $25 against Vernlanck's nomination for governor — ^$50 on Cambreleng 
-H8260 on Members of Congress in N. Jersey— $250 on Governor of Ohio— $250 on Governor 
of New York— $100 each, on 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8000 majorities for Marcy— $50 against 900 
majority Ist ward, N. Y.— $1000 on 750 majority for Congress in city of N. Y.— $1000 oa 
1260 majority for governor, in do— total $4500. 

V^ith Geo. F. Tli/man.— $100 to $200 on Marcv— $50 on Beardsley— $50 that Marcy does 
as well in Montgomery as in 1832-^50 that the whigs would have 22d0 in Washington Co. — 
$200 that Youn? and Cramer would beelectcd— $200 that the whigs would not elect M.C.'s in 
N. Y. city— $100 on 7th district— $10 on Marcy— $100 ag*.st $200 on Lucas as jeovcmor, in 
Ohio— $100 each on 6, 7, and 8000 majorities to Marcy in N. Y.— $100 each on 6, 7, and 800 
majorities lor Marcy in city of N. Y.— $10 on majority in Ulster Co.— $50 on 250 for Grover- 
nor in I4th ward— $50 on New Jersey Congress ticket— total $1570. 

With Alexandet Hamillon^ on Governor, $250. 

With Bremner —on Governor $500— on Members of ConjCTess $25— $100 on 2000 

majority for Lucas in Ohio— a hat ($10) on governor— $500 on 5000 maj. for Marcy— total 
$1135. 

With D. S. J<mes,-7$100 on 15,000 whig gov.— $100 on gov. even— $25 on each 1000 tip to 
6000 on whig "ijority in N. Y. city--4^oin each 1000 whig maj. in state of N. Y.— ^<300 to 
$100 that Scwv.< 1 would not have 5000 majority— $700. 

With Mses H. Grvnndl. $100 on 5000 maj. for Marcy— with John A. King, $100 that the 
hunkers woald beat Stilwell 750 in N. Y. State— with Ellsworth en Beardsley $i25— with G. W. 
Bnienj a hat ($10) on Marcy — [Joseph ?] Kemothan $50 on Beardsley — with IT. K, Bc^ert 
$50 on governor, and 2 bales of cotton (i^) on city M. C*s &c.— with E. Curtis that wn'l 
Root gets no majority in Broome Co. $25— with same on governor, $100 against $200— with 
Dndleif SeUten on Beardsley dtc. $100— with Jihn Hime $150— with Thaddeus Phelps, 3 cases 
ci ehampaigne, and cash $50 on Bergen — ^with T. Carpenter, wheat, wood, hams and apples 
$44— with H. Ketchvm, boots $7— with John C. Ot^er $150 on fall election— with J. L. J^aeph 
$200 on Lucas of Ohio and on Congress— with Draper $100 to $200 on majority of Congrm, 
from Ohio, and $100 on assembly in do— with J. G. Pearson $100 on legislature of Ohio— with 
George S. Doughty on 750 averf ge maj. on Congress ticket in N. Y. city $200— with John 
Duer, a suit of clothes, $50, on lOth ward— with O. Moran $100 on Congress maj. in N. Y.— 
with Jacob Little $100 on 5000 maj. for Governor Marcy— with Charles L. Livingston, that 
Alleghany and Orleans would not both be against V. Buren and Co. for governor $100, Oct.. 
6th— increased to $250, Oct. 26th— another bet $100— with Christmass, a bam $&— 2 cases of 
Champa gne with G , on Ohio election— with Cornelius Dogcrt $50 on Beardsley. 

With J. /?/ttn^.— $100 on Gov. of Maino— $100 on Guv. of OhioH^lOO on Gov. 

Marcy against Seward— $100 on W. Jersey Congressmen— $100 on aggregate majorities oc* 

officers, concoctsd and roarabftlled a •yttcm wbicb was vnocesaAil in onabllug men to conie hers and deposit 
IllMpU votaa in our biillut boxes. Wnai is due to these officers of Juftice, men sworn to preserve the courso 
of Jiistice pure, and to do all to detect ail nflenders apiinst Justice, nnd to prevent th« perversion of the 
ennme 1 {^ Tbeje police officers and ihls John Bwllt, one of the swcm vico-gerents of the God of Jostloe 
ft^on earth. nJI sending on men to vote, nnd some coiuing on tii vote themselves, and giving to those sent 
97* the character of the greatest desipenidoes their city coauined. sendinj: them here to be dressed no in 
the onuinilttee-ro«Niis, and Ui vote at all the ward polls, ir possible ! I ask )oa, I ask our opponents, I ask all 
honest men, whether tliesr officers of Jnstire ever sent to the state priiton, the iienUentlajy, or gallows, or took 
to prison or th«f gnllown. any men so culpable, so crlninaU or so deserving the itailitws. as they wel« theoH 
selves t (Load nnd continued cheers and cries of ** No. no.**) Mr. Butler denied hnving asserted that on Oct. 
15th, he winild mnke disclosures that wonld settle Mr. Van Bnren*s election—** yet, fsald he,] strange to tell, on 
that ver)' day, Mr.Htevenson walked Intfi my office and tuld me of all these frauds. 1 then remembered it 
was the 15th of October. (Cheers.) {^T who, then, shall charge mo with fanaticism, or snperstltioa, when 
a^ I say that I can see in this the linger of the Cjod of irnth and justice, who orders ail things well ; 
^T who will nrotect the virtuous and punish the guilty ? And stning in thin belief, and undismayed by 
9^ threats. I shnii continue to gii on, and honestly do my duty to him and my country.'* 

on this same flir-fbnied ]5ih of October, at a great National Hall meeting. Mr. Pre/^cott Hall thas dissected 
the deroerlu of Butler. " This individual, with nn merit of his own, but what he derives from shadiiwing 
forth Mr. Van fiuren's opinions, whilst he was decrying the credit system, was himself a borrower of 
$06,000 ftv>m the Manhattan Bank, with«'Ut any secunty. He expended it all in speculations. The com- 
mlUee called on him for security. What did he give 1 Why Chicago lots, (Roeis of laughter) all of which 
only oust him $90U. and that was as much as they wen all worth ! (Cheers,) and yet he talks about th* 
•risUKiailc bonowen and speculators en the credit system.** 
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democratic Congressmen from N. Y. S.— 4(109 on GOOO majority for Marcy— $59 od Con- 

gross ticket in 

Mr. Hoyt's handwriting being bad, I may have made some mistakes, but think nou It ap- 
pears to me th. t th^s^e beu«, amoaniing Irom $12,003 to S15,0J0, are but a pi rt oi'his wagers 
on the election of 1834^-but his oiber memoranda are less clear. He seems to have begun 
betting e.rly in September, and to have kept on daily till the elections were lU over. A reve- 
nue odicor told me one day at the custom house here, that Mr. Uoyt*s bets on the fall elections 
of 1810 were ens>ugfa to hare ruined a dozen of men who had not extraordinary re.' ounces, but 
he gave me nj facts, so I do not vouch hr his statement, though very probable. Mr. Hoyt*s 
betting dill not enrich him, as witness Warren's letters of Dec. and Jan. next. John Van 
Buren may have cljareJ through Hoyt alone, on that elcc ijn, S^OOO. He bad access to the 
whole correspondence of the central junto at Albany, and the returns by which their gambling 
on the elections was regulated. 

pr. 210.] John C. Cruger to Jesse Hoyt.— Charlcsiown, Nov. 27, 1834. My Dear 
8ir-*0n my arrival here I wrote to my brother-in-law Mr. Peil requesting him to pay you 
thrc'e hundred dollars 150 for yourself and the same sum for Mr. Wilson. I send this Ktter by 
the steam packet as it will probably be in New York as soon as that When you receive the 
$300. please pay the 150 to Mr. Wilson whose bet is the same as yours. Although the result 
oi'this election must be very ameable to you, I cannot congratulate you, lor I trust that you 
will look upon it as a source of regret before many years. 

I am truly yours. JOHN C. CRUGER. 

Sneers at ths poor Whigs— Bet up to ^fiOQi^ Martyrs EUdion " as sure as O-^" 
[No. 280.] Attorney General J. Van Buren to " My Dear Hoyt," N. Y. Aidant, Oct 
7, iM. [Tuesday .]— My Dear Hott— Thev say *' the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church,'^ and heavvin knows 1 have been (reciy lapped in the good cause. THE REM. [re- 
ttovaJ] OP T HE DEP. [deposits] cost me a fbitone, and now i dont see but I must kise another 
hunk of my little earnings. 

My impression is that SU)cks will go ap till Election, and fall immediately aAer. If the poor 
Wu^s could carry a Constable somewhere and get up a Jubilee, stocks would rise. New Jer- 
sey may go for them, and give them a filip— but Penna. will knock them stiff next week-^n 
wUl Ohi.>— and so will N. Y. 

If you could get the difference bet on Marcr, I should say " SeU by all means," and any bow 1 
don't know but you had better sell. Do exactlv as you see fit I shall be down before it tails doe 
probably ; meantime 1 should be most particularly obliged to you. if you can get nu am even bet 
ufiansi M^rcy to any amouiU less than FIVE TM0U3AND DOLLARS. 1 think 1 wouki bet 
81 03 on each 1 000 majority up to 5000. I would bet $1,500 against $1 ,000 on an even election. 
1 consider Marcy's election, by from 7,500 to 15,000 maiority, AS SURE AS GOD. 

You know best how much the Patterson is woith,ana you must do exactly as if it was yoar 
own, and I shall be satisfied. Make me some b^ts if possible. Yours, truly, J. V. 6. 

P. S. The Whigs may gather pluck after some meetings or some things. 

WujerSf heUlngt speculalion — DMon and Prouidence-^ycd Livingston, 
[No. 281.] Attorney Gen'l J. Van Buren to J. Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, Oct 19, 1834.— 
Mv Dear Jesse — I should think you right about selling the Patterson, if it will not do to 
hoi 1. By the looks of Webb's paper, (although it is intended no douit to operate an New Jcr^ 
sey^) the opposition rained confidence. Can you tempt them with A WAGER on 3, 4, alid 
bdOJ Majorities; S'^OO on each or $500 on $40001 If neither of these can be got to- 
morrow, BET them $500 on 5030 majority. There will be iw betting after to-marrvw. Save 
the order for Bjst and Prov. open ; the Moh. is all right We have' nominated a strung 
ticket, tho* Livingston (Ned) is the Assembly man, contrary to all expectation. Yours 
ever truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

' Don*t be uneasy,* Jesse, go ahead I Bets on Marcy and Lucas of Ohio, 
[No. 282.] Same to same. Albaxt, Oct 14, 1834. Don't be * uneasy' Jesse; so 
ahead. I wrote you by Sunday's boat : but I suppose as there was no mail the letter mis- 
carried. I think stocks will fall this week. SeU if you think best. 

Can you get BETS on three, four, and five thousand majority for Marcy, two hundred dol- 
tars on each 1 if not, I will bet five hundred dollars on four thousand j perhaps, if we luse 
New Jersey, )'0U can get tllis. 

If you cdn^ido better, I should like a bet of three hundred dollars on fire thousand majority fo* 
Marcy ; unless we lose N. J. : in that event I will wait to get better terms. Yours truhr, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
P. S. I WILL BET on five thousand majority for Lucas ia Ohio. 
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fNo. Sn.] Senator Tallmadge to Je«e Hoyt, at New York. Po'KKEFine, Oct 14» 
1834.— -My Dear Sir: I rereived yoar letter of the llth, and had an interview wiih Judge 
Rtt|sgles, who holds the Putnam circuit this weelc. He wM kUk wiik the genlteni^i, relerrud to 
0|i the subject mentioned. Sudi on inlet view wiUkave mart effect tlian any thing cdse. Eveiy 
t&ing looks well with us." We have renominated the ** POKER" lor Congress. Our whole 
ticket is a strong <xie; we anticipate a greater vote than in 1832. 

Yours truly, N. P. TALLMADGE. 

Patterson Railroad, The Detlin^ Ring, $500 on Marcy, 
[No. 284.] Attorney General John Van Buren to J. Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, Oct 15. \ 
1834. — My DtSAR Hoyt— You have worked the Patterson Rail Road very well. 1 am skocUi I 
at the shares only being $50, having become reconciled to at least double the loss. Tell WiU 
eon that I have an impression that he premised to invest $500 or so, for me, provided 1 kept 
oat of the * betting ring,* so as to encourage the enemy to give him a fair chance. If 1 am 
ri^t, and even il 1 am not, i count upon his nedilOv to spare me $500 ewn on Marcy, out of 
his big investment 1 shall be in New York the last of the month— 4ei me know what W. 
■ays. Yours truly. J. V. B. 

P. a I dont care to bet on 5000 majority for Marcy just now; if it is not too late to back 
oat 

Van Buren pities (he poor mugs^-ihinks they will change their names. 
[No. S85.] Martin Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Kindrrhook, Oct 21, 1834.— 
My Dear Sir: I send you with the greatest pleasure the letter you desire fur our friend Phelps. 
I have been here for a few days where the Enemy is using very desperate efforts. I almost 
begin to pity the poor Whigs. Their next cognomen will be Democral»^remeinheT wliat I 
eay. I tnink ^ou ought at some of vour meetings, to call upon them, as our friends have done 
in Philadelphia, to give notice by wnat name tney mean to pass next year. In haste, very 
truly yours, M. VAN BUREN. 

Van Buren introduces his friend Clojf to his friend Iloit, 
JNo. 386.1 Vice President Van Buren to Jesse Hoit, New York. Washtnotok, Nov. 
23| '34.— My Dear Sir: I take much pleasure in making you acquainted with my friend the 
Honlile Mr. Clay of Alabama [Clement C. of U. S. Senate,] who makes a short visit to New 
York before the meeting of Congress. 1 know it will give you pleasure to do what you caA 
to make his stay in New York agreeable. I am, dear sir, very truly yours, 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Old Le Foy^ the Auctioneer^ nominates Cfovemor Marcy direct from the N. Y. Cvstom House t 
[No. 287.] In a letter signed by Cornelius W. Lawrence, Thomas Ilcrttell, John Lori- 
mer Graham, and George D. Strong, addressed to S! Swartwout, dated 8ih Dec. 1831, at N. 
Y.--they say: " Mr. Le F.-y from that time to the present has been an active, zealous, and 
efficient advocate of democratic principles, and has very materially aided in sustainine: the pre- 
sent administration, and we believe iJiat no individual who has been selected as an inspt-ctor 
of Customs has presented stronger personal or poliu'cal claims to your fkvourable notice." 
That h^mest and steady patriot, Wm. M. Price, thus adds his testimony (Dec. 10, 1834). " I 
am not acquainted with any Individual who presents stronger personal and political claims 
to ymur consideration than Mr, Le Foy, His appointment would afford great gratification to a 
ereat number of your personal and political mends, and confer an e^ipocial fhvor on yours 
&uly. WILLIAM M. PRICE." 

Le Foy, an old auctioneer, was installed as a Custom House officer, proved himself a use- 
Ital tool — and, as a pretended representative of New York democracy, nominated Wm. I* 
Marcy as Governor, at the Syracuse Convention, Sept 183G. New York therefore had a gov- 
ernor dictated by the Custom House— and when Throop was no longer endurable as a ruler, 
the Custom House opened its doors to him. 

Samuel Swartwout, Esq.— Dear Sir^Mr. George S. Messerveof the 11th Ward is an appli- 
cant for the appointment of Inspector of Customs. Mr. M. has been A STRONG PAllTY 
MAN, and is at present an ardent supporter of the Oeneral and Stale Administrations, and I 
have no doubt his appointment would give general satisfkction. 

New York, April 30, 1835. WALTER BOWNE. i 

SeUing R. R, Stocks and ^ying High Heeled Boots, 
Utomey Gen. John Van Buren to J. Hoyt, New Yoi 
sssE— Please sell me 100 shares Boston & Provide 
days, at I07| or lOTf. I shall be in New York this week. Can you send an order lo 



[No. 288.] Attorney Gen. John Van Buren to J. Hoyt, New York. Atjiakt, Dec. 17. 
1834.— Mr Dear Jesse— Please sell me 100 shares Boston Ac Providence, deliverable in GO 



and Kimbail, No. 3 Wall it, to make me forthwith a nalr of neat winter Boots with heels ai| 
Inch hifb J I waat ibm to woar wbaa I ibaU omo to Now York, and tltjt J^IUl^Jl^ 
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tbtits Dmrtkim Jnrtfam tumpm AuMmnmium. 
(TYoi m.) Tiet Prwident Van Baren to Jeme Hiijrt at New York. WAaHiNvmir, I>ec 
Bl» ISIL--Mf OsAB Sia: 1 am obliged bv yuaranemioQ to my small concerns, and upon mea* 
tljaitkg (be circa.Q-vaiiee intbe praaenoe urtbe Praudaul, be has rjqaesled me to ask you u> sead 
Jumaiao a pair ol'tbe skins. liriUpayalL Yoiu«» truly, M. VAN BUftCN. 

[No. 390.] Vice President Van Bum Id Jesse Hoyt, New York. No date (18U.)- 
DsAS Sia: 1 fjrgsi to say to you that the President cheerfall^ accented your present of iha 
skins, an J to make 70U my acknowlei^msnts fjr vour attanuon. The President is ia flat 
health and spirits. His escape was p^rfjctly miracilous. 

Pnvidenet lugg§d in wiU Pnvidence R, R. gambling.— M^Kawa ^ Van Burtn*s kappintss u"i§ 

do a^ifdody's diriy work." ^ 

[No. 391.1 Albattt, Dec 30, ISSL-^Oear Jbssb : Enclosed is yoor note. If the order 
toNevins and Townsend to sell ms 100 shares Boston and Providence at 107| to | at (iO days 
and Interest should not, providenUaUy, have been countermanded in season, I take it they have 
effjcied the sale: if so, let them close it at the present prices, so that I may recuperate a small 
portion of my losses. 

U Leggea wicked or crazy 1 Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

P. 8.1 have formed a partnership in law with Col. McKouq : one of us will attend all the 
Ckmrts, and we shall be HAPPY TO DO ANYBODY'S * DIRTY WORK.' J. V. B. 

Speaker Livingston invites Ez-Commissioner ffo^ to join the LeUff, 
[No. 303.] Mr Drar Hott : The U. and Schenectady rail-road passed our House this 
morning. I have just inquired of De Oraffhis opinion of its fate in the Senate— he is not con- 
fident of success, but thinks, with a full Senate, it may pass. As this is a mnlter of same import 
tanee to yourself, I would advise thai you come upand tend a helping hand to those already engage 
ed ffi carrying it through. Yours, C. L. L. 

[No. 393.] Van Bwren's Pa Pinancur, CoUedor and Stockjobber, al fault. 

Two Notes— John Warren, Broker, Wall street, to Jesse Hoyt. " New York, Dec. 37, 1834. 
— D3ar Hoyt: You will find by the enclosed account, made up to 3lst inst., a balance due us 
of S£)97.2t cts. Will y;ou do us the favor to have it settled r'— " New York, Jan'y 13. 1835. 
—Sir: Not having received the balance due our late firm, 1 feel myself bound by the regula- 
tions of our Bjard to hand in your name unless settled by lOj o'clock, to-morrow." 

[ Thus sto^d the successor of Swartwout in 1835. In a fiw manths thereafter, through Van 
Buren's influencs, he, his friend Butler, and their comrade W. S. Coe, were the board of Com- 
missioners to examine into and settle ail claims relative to duties, arising out of the great fire 
in New York I ! I] 

T%e Madness of the Merchants and Auctioneers-~lhe Victims of the Panic-^7h the Victors belong 

the Spoils i 

[No. 301.] Gov*r. Marcy to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Albany, 26th JanV, 1835. Privale," 
My bear Sir— I received your letter this morning on the subject of L. M. M. It is proper that 
Mr. M. and all other office holders in N. Y. whose feelings or whose conduct has gone with 
the VVigs should be fully apprised of my situation in relation to their appointments, and that 
they should be made sensible that they have contributed to bring about a state of things which 
prevent me from doing towards them as I have done heretofore and should under other circum- 
stances do now. The principal auctioneers partook of the madness and infatuation which last 
year seized the great mass 01 the Merchants — they aided in giving success to our opponents in 



veping the decks of all our p.) 
V3ry m?n who have been proscribed in N. Y., with the expressed or implied approbation of 
thos3 who wish reappointments, now surround me in ffreat numbers, asking the places and 
comnissioos of the proscribers. What shall I say — what ought I say to these applicants? 
Shall i send these victims of proscription, and vidinis of the panic, home, empty handed, to 
beg employment of those who have deprived them of it, and give commissions to those who 
are the authors or even the silent approvers of the coarse pursued by the Common Council 
and the vanic makers ? If I had but one hour of official life to live I should consider it my 
solemn autv to employ it diligently in protecting my political friends from persecution. My 
friends in N. Y. ought to look at both sides of this question before they advise a course of 
liberality which would be Injiuiioe to ihends, and, as past experience shows, rehtrricd vn'th ii»- 
gmUkuk Yoaia»««^ W. L. MAUCY. 
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Sihu mifkl mppmuit m Mry auHiUit Law-AgenL 
pCa W&.] Governor Sila» Wright to Lorenzo Hoyt, Lawyer, Albany. Cantow, 11 Apif, ■ 
1835.— My Dear Sir: I bolieve I some time since appointed yuu MY LAW AGENT la 
Albany, i cannot say now tiiat I shall have any thing for an agent to do, as 1 have litil« 
expectation ofdoin? any thing as aa Auorney while oiy annual absttfiices are so long. I wish 
you, however, to present the enclosed papers to one of the Justices ol' tiie Supreme Ci)un, and 
get an oitler allowing to the clerk therein named the time sliown to have been employed in 
classical studies, and then that you would file the papers, and send me copy of the order. I 
am, yery truly. &c SlLAb WRIGHT, Ja. 

Andrew JackunCsfrU iwmitiaiwn as Fraidtnt, by ku Old Afsodaie, Aar&n Durr, \ 

[No. 20(5.1 From the Memoirs of Aaron Burr, voL 9, page 433. Extract from Burr't . 

letter to Josepn Alston, governor of South Carolina: i 

New York, November 20, 1815. \ 
'A congressional caucus will, in the course of the ensning month, nominate James Monroe : 
Ibr President of the United States, and will call on all good rejntblicnns to support the nomina- 
tion. Whether we consider the measure iu^lf, the ckaracttr and talents oj the man^ or the 
sUde whence be comes, this iwrninalion is equally excejUumable and odious. 1 have often heard 
your opinion of these congressional nominations. They are hostile to all freedom and inde' 
pendence ofsuffrare. A certain junto of actual and factitious Virginians, having had posses- 
sion of the ffovemmeni for twenty-four )rears. consider the United States as their property, 
and, by bawling ^support the Administration* nave too long succeeded in duping the Rrpubli- 
CAN Public. * * The moment is extremely auspicious for breaking down this degrading 
system. The best citizens of our country acknowledge Uie feebleness of our Administratit/n, 
They acknowledge that offices are bestowed mertl^ to preserve power and without the sniaUisi 
regard to fitness. If, then, there be a man in the united States of firmness and decision, and 
having standing enough to afford even a hope of success, it is your duty to hold him up to die 
pabUc view: tkal man is Andrew Jackson. Nothing is wanting but a respectable nomina- 
tion, made before the proclamation of the Virginia caucus, and Jackson^ s success is inevitable. 
If this project should accord with your views, 1 could wish to see you, prominent in tJie execu- 
tion of It. It must be known to be vowr work. Whether a formal and open nomination should 
now be made, or whether you should, for the present, content yourself with barely denouncing^ 
by a joint resolution of both houses of your l^islature, congressional caucuses and noniinalums^ 
you only can judge. One consideration inclines me to hesitate about the policy of a present 
fuminatiot^—n is this : that Jackson OQsht first to be admonished to be passive ; tor, the moment 
he shall be announced as a candidate, he will be assailed by the Viiginia junto, with menaces 
and with insidious promises oV boons and favors, Trkric is danoI'TR that Jackson Mioirr be 
waouoHT UPON BY SUCH PRACTicxs. If an open nomination be made, an express should be m- 
stMUly sent to him,* &e. AARON BURR. 

Y9ung Btennerhaasett hastens from Montreal to ask an ojlce from S, SwoHweui^ his father's eel' 
league in the Burr Movemeni. 

[No. 297.1 Harman Blennerhassett, to Collector Swartwout. New Yonic, April 15, 
1829.— Dear Sir: I respectfully take this liberty to remind you that I am a candidate for an 
appointment to any situation in the Custom House which your goodness and circumstances 
will allow you to offer me. As reference to my character or abilities, I beg to mention the fol- 
lowing gentlemen from whom I can submit a written recommendation, should that be neces- 
sary, and will offer any further testimonials you require. 

Robert Emmett, T. A. Emmet, Jr., David Cod wise, William H. Harrison, William H, 
Maxwell, Cadwallader D. Colden, counsellors at law: Doctor M'Neven, Broadway ; Doctor 
Ludlow, Hudson street; B. M'Evers, Walter Odie, Jonn Griswold, merchants ; Gerard Beek- 
man, BIcecker street ; Robert Stewart, Benjamin Romsune, Hudson street, gentlemen. 

I was bom on my Other's island in the Ohio, and have spent the principal part of my life in 
the United States, with the exception of a few years that I lived in Canada, where I completed 
my education; AND CHERISHING THE HIGHEST SENSE OF YOUR FRIEND- 
SHIP FOR MYSELF AND FAMILY, and with the ardent hope that you may find some 
post in your department in which I can be useful, I have the honour, &c. 

HARMAN BLENNERHASSETT. 



T%e eld JBurriie aid^de^amp in direct correspondence witA ike chief manufacturer of revoU in 

TVzoi. 

[No. 298.1 Collector Swartwout to Genera] Samuel Houi^ton, Texas. New York, 18 

May, l835.-^My dear General. I am most happy to make you acquainted with the bearer. 

Mr. Fortune, my very good and highly esteemed friend. Mr. Fortune has business on hand 

ofaomoiiDporuuioeiiireapeatotha FeiaaoU gxamlAyour oououy. Giva him all Um «U 
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yon can fn his honorable and praiseworthy eflbrts to settle your delightful Texas. Mr. Far* 
tone is intimaiely acquainted with the details of the Caniajal pu^hase. He was a wiiniMsto 
the whole transaction, and will ^ive you all the particulars. UtUtt with kirn to gd mt mtf 
gtarUj and, as in duty bound, I will ever pray. 1 remain yours, my dear g.^n^^rai, 

S, SWARrWOUT. 

[No. 908.«1 Major Morgan Neville, to Collector Swartwont, N. Y. Cinctvm ati, Jan. 
15, 1830. My Dear Swartwout: • ♦ • I thank you for the pledge yon give me, of inter- 
etting yourself for me at Washinjfton, • • • My vlfe, who is a niece of Cape. Heth of 
RichmonJ, one of Burr's securities, ♦ • ♦ I would have gjne to Mexico, but not as 
Charge; i know I am better qualified for the station than any man of our party in the west 
♦ ♦ • 1 would prefer going to Texas, tf that province be ceded. UnJer the administra- 
tion of Jackson i can accept of no minor oifice — 1 know too well my own claims and my own 
standing, At the time Clay's feelings were the most bitter against mi, a Senatur high in his 
confidence pressed me to accept the Chari^3-shlp to Sweden at Soinervill o's death. Oi course 
I declined. There is something preposterous in the offer of a similar oifice under an admin- 
istration, for the success of which I have done as much, at Utasi^ as any man in Ohio. A 
Caucus is now holiing at Columbus. An officious devil of the nam? of Watson is getting 
recom-nenddtions from every source he can. * * * Since the election, abstract Jackson- 
ism (the true spirit of reform} has not been sufficiently cherished in our state; faction and iat- 
Sudence have pushed themselves into office. Those among us whom public opinion placed 
I the front rank of the party, have not been consulted, and the state of Ohio has been degraded 
to make room for the glorification of Kentucky, * * * I hare been told thai THE OLD 
BURR BUSINESS has been used against me. Believe me, as in boyhood, sincerely your 
foend, MORGAN N£VIJUL£. 

Swartwout pays amrt to Jackson by carrying out Van Buren*s victos—so far. 
[999.] Samuel Swartwout to Col. Frost Thome, Nacogdoches, Texas. New Yohk, 
IB May, 1835. — My Dear Colonel : I take the greatest pleasure in making you acqnainted 
with my friend Mr. Pftrtwne^ who goes to T^sxas^ in company with Mr. Bossie, and young Mr. 
Zavala* on business for a Company in which I have an interest. Both these gentlemen are en- 
titled to your perfect confidence and respect ; and I shall esteem it a great favor if you will 
ret-eive them all as my confidential friends. Mr. Fortune was a witness to the Cnabojal alTair, 
and will give yon such information as will enable you to fnrss the justice of my claims. 1 wish, 
yoa to insist upon the precise tract surveyed by Newton and Strode, as I consider that a valua- 
ble tract. Do oil you can for me, and oblige Yours, most truly, SAM UEL SWARTWOUT. 

A queer and cwrious Epistle, constderirtg its date, 
[No. 3iK).] Collector Swartwout to Collector Breedlove, New Orleans. 
(Private.) New York, 6 Nov. 1835.— Dear Sir: This letter will be handed to yon b> 
James Morgan, Esq., who is on his way to Oalveston Bay, Texas. Mr. Morgan is deeply 
interested in the cargoes of two ves.sels which have lately sailed from this port for Galveston^ 
with large and valuable cargoes on board. These vessels have been ordered to rendezvous at 
th^ southwest pass of the Mississippi, and there wait for convoy. The war between Mexico 
an 1 Texas renders the passage from the Mississippi to Galveston a very hazardous one. Mr. 
Morgan is therefore desirous of procuring the protection of the U. S. lie venue Cutter as far 
as the mouth of Galveston Ba^. As his' vessels have no contraLanfl gctods on board, I have 
thought it possible that you might be able to grant him this favor. Shuuld it be in your power 
to do so, you will render the parties concerned a most acceptable service, and personally 
oblige SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

Swartwoul's interests very large in Texas^ Neutrality Practised, 
[No. 301 .1 Collector Swartwout, N ew York, to Col. Frost Thorn , Nacogdoches, Texas. 
New York, November 11, 1835. — Dear Sir: General John T. Mason has been requested, by 
me, to deposit with you a certificate or grant of BLBvev isagues of land in tfxas, which I 
purchased from him, and which he has kindly agreed to procure to be recorded at Nacogdo- 
ches, and get the commissioner to name a surveyor for. I have also given James Morgan a 
letter or order to receive the same, which order I will ihank you to honor on presentation, as 
Mr. Morgan is to locate the same for me, and is a citizen of Texas.t 

* Was this the son of ZavhK wbn had no stendlly inppnrted Poloaett, when Id trciiihto la BfMtieo, and 
wbiim SftolaliiHi flanlly sobdaed 1 Yen. Ho was h land contractor. 

t Thb nnt« was iirtitied in th" Livpn of H'lyt and Butter, wih ihe words John Y. fftr J<hn T. Miimw. atid so I 
read Mr. riwartwoiu's iiiamtcripL llavinff been sincf naa ited that it \vn-< Mr. KltMnn fit- f.uher of a Ooverm^ 
of Mifh^gan. aitd not Mr. Mason iho CMblriet tiiinWor. that ttpprulntett 1 1 T> x>is imdii, I otTer litis Hiiiiant'ion of 
the al;>niti)in now in nle. Can Mr. Swariwout nHenaitf his Texiis lind^ 1 TIa<4 li>' done so 1 Ar* tiiey nvaitalilo 
for UU d 'f licntioDt or is p-iyujent in sncti nis<>i« not ez|)e«.ted 1 Wny did G< ne nl Jn< k:$oii allow or vncou afo 
hi* f.tiior revenue officer to inie'iVre in th • ln'« nnl conc-rnit of Txna. r ilse *rte/er«. 'Uid *p culnte »n lands there | 
WiMUiliR«HtrilliytuwsrdsM(»ieoT Cenmnly nm ^ftttr t()« mmdn (iistiion. Who foi i^t $Mil30Q wMcIl 
i|niliwyiftlrip«9i«aioWuiMt«iyryiib9b^ ^ 
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(No. d02.J The Same to the Same. New York, 11 February, 1836.— My Dear Sir: 
I received a draft from you yesterday tor lOOO dollars at 60 day.««, which was promptly accepted, 
bat there was no leiter oraovice accompanying it This I regret, as I do not knuw what it is 
for, although I presume it is for the 1 exan caufcc. If so, please lo inlbrm me by the return 
poet^-^eneral Mason leaves this for Nacogdoches to-morrow morning. Ue goes on for the 
purpose of locating his grants, I have requested him to speak to you about CarahaU's business, 
about which I will thank you to write me ; I have paid your third drall, or rather my thira 
note due aSih January. My interests are now very large' in Texas, and 1 pray you to do all 
yon ran to sustain Nlason.* You must not forget thai we who have hitherto purchased and 
paid for our lands were in a great degree the cause of your getting so many gallant men 
mU) your countr}'. I received a newspaper of your place of the 2d January, this morn- 
ing, and thank you for it. We all feel that Texas is now Ind pendent. But, my dear Sir, do 
not let your new government run into extravagances, let them confirm all the land grants, 
and it will give confidence to those who may become purchasers, or residents hereafter. Let 
them decree that holders in the states shall have their rights preserved, and they will increase 
the value of their public domain. Let them also authorize lureigncrs or people in the states 
and in Europe, to nold real estate as if they were on the soil. Nothing would so far give cha- 
racter to your country. As you are an old and respected citizen, your advice ought to have 
weight Therefore speak. Do, my dear friend, let me hear from you what is my Atorue runo 
worth, that is when you shall have made and maintain^ your independence ? Write me 
all about that and other matters. Believe me very sincerely 3'our8, 

SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

Wcfmort and the Board of Brokers. JJieph D, Beers Vie disintcresUd (/) retired Pinander, 
[No. 303.] General Prosper M. Wetmore to Henry G. Stebbins, Esq., Wall street. 
New York. Assembly Chamber, Albany, February 6, 1836. My Dear Sir: An unusual 
pressttre of business, resulting from my recent absence, has prevented an earlier reply tc 
your letter. Two of the requests contained in your first leuer cannot well be complied 
with in consequence of my distance from the city. I should have been most happy to 
visit your board, and to possess myself of such facts as would enable me successfiilly to 
defend them. As to the iorm of the memorial, it is usually the better course to make it 
brief and moderate in tone. Show no warmth of feeling — ^seek to convince by the force 
of reason^void irritation. This is the best advice I can give you. It might be well to 
set forth some prominent facts connected with the poi>itive good done by the Exchange 
Board; such as the attraction of Capital to our city, the confidence given to Capitalist^i 
abroad BY THE PERMANENT AND STABLE CHAKACIER GlVliN TO OUR 
LOCAL STOCKS resuiUng from your daily quotalions, &c. 1 would certainly advise the 

Srescnce here of some discreet, intelligent and respectable member of the board, at an early 
ay. Much benefit will ensue from compliance with this suggestion. I would further recom- 
mend the early transmission of yoiur memorial. Could you not send up a Committee of 
three, AND LET J. D. BEERS BE ONE1 / name him as one Ukcly to give wcJoU to 
mck a deputation^ as well from his general standing, a^ front the fact that he has RETIRED 
fr&m the tvsincss, and may therefore claim to be disinterested in his efforts, I write in ex- 
treme baste, in the midst of the most urgent engagements. 

It will afford me pleasure to render you any service in my power, consistent with other 
•Mociations. With respect and regard, I am very truly yours, 

PROSPER M. WETMORE. 

Patriot Cutting joins Jesse^ and John F. i?., in spectdating out of the Dcposites — Van Buren 

puts in for dov£le profits. 
[No. 304. J Attorney General John Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, New York. Albxsy, 
Aug. 23, 1836. My Dear Jjssse: On inquiry 1 find that I can gel one of the Banks in this 
city to deposit, subject to their own order, such sum as may be requisite to make the ar- 
rangement of which we spoke, in any Bank in New York ([say the FultouV that you may 
choose: this will answer tne purpose provided you can set the Bank i:ele<!teu to loan you the 
money on your note. All our Banks are nearly up to Sieir limit, and 1 cannot borrow the 
money. The Bank here will chaige the Bank there 6 per cent, int on the Deposit, and you 
will pay 7 probably. If this meets your views >'ou will please advise mc by return mail. If 
fou agree to giv. me hiifthe profits of the enierpHze for making this anangcvtenif please send 
me a stipulation to that e^cct, signed by yourself and Cuttings uhcn you rerUe. 

•John T. MiFon. a' an ••arly aeet left VirRlnla fit K»-ntacky— nnd, many yen"-^ «ncp, rpmnyctl frr>m tl>eiice to 
Mleh f -n Hm scni. J »lin T., taenme ■•Trft>ir>' of i»i« t'-rriio'v of Michigan ; nr.d wh«ii ii b'-iamo a im»tf tbe peo- 
ple f I cted h m tbeir aoveranr. U<' ww i«>iid or' 8|N>cuintiii8 In lui.de. \\w vpry dc mux* lo ree C'm:ida MJinezad 
to this Union, mariied a d ujitt r ofThaddeiw PtidiM, m New Yiirk* in which city h- c«>nini« net d buith e«M af a 
iQwyir. HI d t:\ d ■ verni yoiin> nto. H)» l&ajer oiaac B^vural visila lo Tv^a^, uud Pjedidcni Tyler ap|io)nted bli^ 
.> cuminMoner ninler aouio Indian treaty. 
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Your note might be made payable on demand, with an understanding that you should pay It 
when our Bank calls on the N. Y. Bank for the Deposit, icKidtiriU not he tiU we see ft. 

Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

' Bets oii 15 perfccUij safe.* — ' F\fr God's sakt? secure me the Presidevry^ said Martin Van Dwtn I 

[So. 305.] Attorney General J. Van Buren to Ex-Commissioner Hoyt. 
AujANY, Nov. 11, 1W36. — My Dear Hoyt: I'll do the justice to say (ana so does my la- 
ther), that you have stood the d d lies from Pennsylvania belter than most of our fnends 

in S. Y. I ho()e the fright from this dictates the letters to us, saying that all of our tickets 
besides Register [I think that's the word], are in danger. I don't believe we shall lose one. Lx 
this State our majority will range from 15 to 35,000. Bets on 15 are perfecUy safe. 

For G — d's saKe let our friends turn all tlieir attention to New Jersey, and net be caught 
napping there, as in Connecticut. MijfaJtkcr wishes me to say so in you. 

Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

A pair of GamUtrs bctling on Elections — the Pevytcr Mug — Cornelius put in Chancery. 

[No 306.1 Collector Hoyt to Collector Lawrence, [not sent.] New York, Not. 21, 
1836. Dear bir : Ab the excitement of the election has in a great degree passed away, it \s 
proper that I should pay attention to those incidents in which 1 am concerned, connected with 
it; though perhaps I ought to apologize to you for not having done this sooner. You will re- 
collect that when 1 was reproached by you fur having voted a " bplit ticket," that I proposed to 
bvt yon SI 00, that you voted whul wtis gtn^raUy called *'thc Pcictcr Mug Ticket ^^^ and that I 
would take upon myself the burthen of proof to establish the fact. Your reply was that you 
" would take the bet, ii'I took upon myself the burthen of proof, for you had never told any one 
how you had voted." I answered that it should be considered a bet. There are various ways 
recognized in legal proceedings of making proof and competent proof too in courts of law, and 
forums of conscience, and which perhaps did not occur to you when you observed you " had 
never told any one how you had voted.'^ After such a remark, the right more peculiariy be- 
longed to me to select my own tribunal, through which I would make the proof, I volunteered 
to malce. That tribunal is a court of Equity, or in other words a court of conscience. In 
England, the country from which we have derived most of our legal forms, certain high digni- 
taries answer bills in Equity npon honor and not upon oath. I am perfectly willing to place 
you on the same footing, and I therefore desire you to consider this my bill in Equity, 
charging that you voted the ticket referred to, I ask you to answer the charge, and whatever 
the answer may be I shall be perfectly satisfied with. I enclose you my check for the SlOO, to 
your order, which you will use, if under the circumstances you are entitled to, and if not 
you will please to return it, with your own for an equal amount. 

With great respect, your obedient serv't. J. HOYT. 

Mr. Van Biiren^ having secfired the Presidency, orders the Plaindeoier. 
[No. 307.] President Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Dear Sir— Please to ask Mr, 
Liggett to send me his paper. Please also ask the editors of the Evening Post to send their 
paper here. It now goes to Albany. Yours truly, M. VAN BUREN. 

[The above was written on a sheet of gilt post, Irom Washington, Dec, 1836.] 

Remarks. • 

My. Lcggett was able and honest; but although he censured Van Buren severely for his 
sycophantic conduct to the south in his inaugural about slavery at Washington, Van Buren 
and Butler persuaded him that they were sincere in their efforts to divoice bank and state. I 
think it was to get him out of the way, as much as to please his numerous friends, that Van 
Buren appointed him to a commercial mission in one of the South American states. Leggett 
died soon after on Long Island, in his 39th year. Vanderpoel proved himself a bitter oppo- 
nent of the right of Uie sovereign people to petition' their hired servants in Congress against 
slavery. Vanderpoel came into the Assembly of New York a Clintonian — ^his family were 
opposed to the war of 1812— one of Van Buren*s sons married his niece. He was for Van 
Buren in Congress, and is now a city judge in New York. When he ascended the superior 
coun bench, a son of Clinton was clerk. Him he caused to be removed immediately, and 
gave the situation to his brother-in-law, Oakley. Owing to the sonorous style of ms elo- 
quence, he was named when in Congress, " the Kinderhook roarer." 

Aaron the Judge no prophet — Jackson, the Usurers, and the Treasnry Circvlar. 
{No.'308.] Judge Aaron Vanderpoel to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. WASHrNOTON. Tuesday, 6th 
Ded.,:l886. My dear Sir — Yours came to hand day before yesterday, and haa I been more 
of a '^[d&nm. Easter,^ so that I could havo guessed what course the opposition would take, I 
woiild have answered it more promptly ; but all here among us is doiuH and uncertaiatr ai 
U> the tack our adversaries are now going upon. 
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They all seem to be very good-natured and very glad to «ee us, but whether the " treasury 
order " will be improved as a means of getting up another congressional panic remains yet 
to be indicated. The message speaks for itseliV U strikes me, that those who are now under 
the power or the screws of usurers and shavers cannot derive much consolation from th(A 
dpcument. The old Chief is unwilling to admit, that the government has by any act contri- 
buted to the present pressure in the money nrnrket. His doctrine is, that it has its ori^n in 
tbe mischievous expansion of the paper system, and the mad speculations and overtrading of 
the last eighteen months. You know too that the President ia inone respect like RevohUions. 
He never goes backwards, I will not hazard even a conjecture as to the main point of your 
letter, we have as vet no more facilities for accurate guessing here as to the future move- 
ments of the oppoeititm than you have at New York, and 1 cannot therefoie do more than 
eabacribe myself yom friend, A. VANDERPOEL. 

The Special Order. BerUon, Talking a Session out, 
[No. 309.] C. C. Cambreleng, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, Wall street, N. Y. Washinoton, 
I3th Dec'r, 1836. Dear H.— I cannot tell vou what will be the fate of the Special Orders 
though it is not a favorite measure with either House. Benton will, however, make a strong 
speech about it, and he has besides strong ground. That guesOon^ and no other, will be soon 
decided. We shall consume the session in battles about the Tariff and Public Lands. ' 

Very truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

A Democratic (/ /) Congress encourage the Pet Bank PUUicians to buy the Public Lands with the 
Public Money ^ and refuse to check speculation at the settler^ expense. Van Duren supposed to 
be patriotic, A talk about selling the naUonal lands to settlers only. 

[No. 310.1 William L. May, M. C, to Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. Washington, Dec. 9. 
1836. My dear sir : 1 am inclined to believe that a very general disposition exists on the 
part of the friends of the Administration to limit the sales of thi Public Lands to actual set- 
tlers : should this be accomplished (and I see no reason at present to doubt it) the necessity of 
keeping the Treasury Oraer in force would no longer exist, and the Prerident [General 
Jackson] would thus be supplied with the best possible reason for its immediate repeal. AU 
parties^ so far as my knowledge extends, deprecate the order, not only as injurious to every 
branch of trade, but as tending greatly to lessen the number of our pdiiical friends, A few more 
changes in Pennsylvaflia and our party will be in the mmority. How important then, not 
only as it regards the welfare of the country, but also as it regards our existence as a party, 
thai some speedy measures should be adopted to quiet the public mind, and restore confidence 
to the trading part of the community. As yet 1 have had no opportunity of conversing with 
Mr. Van Buren on these subjects, and am of course ignorant of his views. I am credibly 
infonned, however, that HE IS OPPOSED TO THE ORDER; and it may fairlv be pre- 
sunoMBd that his friends will adopt any course not likely to wound the sensibility of the Presi- 
dent, to get rid of it. The plans of the Opposition are not yet developed ; 1 cannot even 
conjecture the course they will be most likely to pursue. • • • • ♦ | remain your friend, 

WILUAM L, MAY. 

[No. 311.] The same to same. Washington, Dec. 83, 1836. Dear sir: The Treasury 
Onler will not, in my opinion, be re])ealed; but I think that a law, limiting the sales of land, 
to the aotual settler, will be passed. Since I saw you I disposed of a portion of the land I 

" ' '"' 1 i 



sold to yon at $1000 per acre, in Philadelphia. I am still inclined to sell five or ten acres 
more ; but I would be unwilling to take a cent less than SlOOO per acre, lor the whole, or 
any part of the tract In haste, I remain your friend, WILLIAM L. MAY. 

SoUrmon Southwick's two Characters of his friend Van Buren. 
[No. 312.1 Solomon Southwick to W. L. Mackenzie. Rochester, N. Y. Albany, Dec. 
8ih, 1838. — 1 hope, my dear sir, that you are now convinced of what I told you in August last, 
that Van Buren was heartless, hypocritical, selfish and unprincipled. He is the tool or slave 
of a foul heart and a false ambition, and never possessed a particie of true greatness. I speak 
not from prejudice— I knew him intimately— very intimately, for seventeen years — and never 
knew him to act from a noble and disinterested motive ; always full of low cunning, dark in- 
trigue, and base selfishness. When I told you this in August, you interned to be surprised — 
but are you not now satisfied ) I fear that the leaders of both parties, with but few exceptions, 
are against the freedom of Canada. This is a sensual, selfish, money-making age. It seems 
to me you might have known better than to go to Washington, that sink of iniquity, corrup- 
tion, and British influence t Van Buren and his tools are the slaves of Victoria. 

Yours truly, S. SOUTHWICK. 

[FVom the Albany Register of AprU, 1812.] 
In the I4iddle District, we rejoice |n the nomination of Mr. Van Buren. We b&ye long 
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known and esteemed him. He possejvses genius, intelli^cc, and eloquence — ^has lon^ been 
one of the firmest props of the Republican interest, and with a roirit which will not bend toser^ 
vility or sycophancy, cannot fail to become a distinguished and useful member of the Senate. 

S. SOUTHWICK. 



Jesse HM as Van BurerCs Cotkdar of CusUms^Benry UlsMfer, (^Ward ^ HoyVs Lam Ste- 
denJt, hryanVs partner (or editor) for the Evening Post, CUrk in the Custom House^ ond bro^ 
iknr to our first counly judge ^) Custom, House Spy and Scandal-monger — • feasting the stom oj 

Wu^srcn/—hoio toict raised in the family estcem-^the Crockerv-maa^s Clerk—^ Dryamt and 
mysdf'—Doirgs too aem^xratic — Westcrvelty ' thoroughly loco-foctr^-Depcyster damns Van Jh^ 
ren t) lis erst — * W/io the devil is Mr. Hoytl'-^^ thelrankest Whig breathing^-^a mere drant'^ 

Oeo. A. Wassoi gets a comrade — Lorenzo HtryVs rule of secret defamaiion, put in steadf opera^ 
tion — My iicphcvo Rosc^Dan. Winship and son-^^ My brother the Judge '*-' let Am be rtvuved* 

^how to secure a large family interest. 

[No. 313.] Henry Ubhoeffcr to Collector Hoyt [New YorkJ 17ih March, 1838. 

HEMOILAMDUM. 

"Gborgb W. Rose has laid before yon an application for Clerkship in doors, or the office 
of Jnspecior, whichever shall appear to De at your dinposa). I have already stated to you (and 
1 now repeat it for your rememorance) that he is related to me as nejAew (by a sister). He 
has mosUy resided in the Seventh Ward, where he kept a ship-chandler's store, as successor to 
iny eldest brother, George Ulshoeffer. TThey were partners at his death.) My brother, In his 
will, directed Mr, Rose to go on with tne business and pay to my father and mother the full 
value of the stock at the time of his decease, for their future comfort. Kefbre he accom- 
plished this he became iiusolcevt.hMt acted with good faith to his grand-parer'is,Bnd paid them 
forthc stock (ihe balance due at his failure being small). He then procured a release from his 
creditors by great exertions, and with the aid of some friends went into the groceir business 
in Cherry street, which made '.both ends meet,' apparently. Last May he removed his store 
into Coenties Slip, and took a partner, and attempted to do a better business; but the change 
that came over tne business communi^ overset all his calculations, and he has been wasting 
Hm m^ans ever since in necessary expenses. To crown all his misfortunes, his store took 
fire the early part of March, and his whole stock was lost. Though the stock was covered 
by insurance, it had been procured mostly upon credit, and must be paid for; and even if it 
had been otherwise, the prospect of doing business for a long while is but a hopeless one. 
Trade is not likely to revive for a considerable period, and Mr. Rose thinks he must finally 
give up. Under these circumstances, Mr. Rose wishes to withdraw from his business, and 
take such an appointment as will aflbrd him a livelihood for a few years. He is a democrat 
^ our stamp — is pertinacious in arg^^^^^^ *"d of good education. In the Seventh Ward, he 
breasted the storm of Wkis^scerif in 1834, and sulfered tn his business some on that account As 
to his qualifications, 1 wiil assure you he is fit for any of the clerkships in doors— he writes a 
good hand— is good at figures and calculations. As to an out-door appointment, he is far 
superior to many who are now in office. This I well know. Mr. Rose has a wife and one 
child, and is about 30 years of at^e. As I have before said to you personally, this is an affair 
which I feel an interest in — and if you can appoint him you will confer another favor 
(among others) on me, as well as him. It wiU also raise me in the esteem of our family , who 
affect to believe there is no chance for him. My brother the Judge, Mr. Jordan and others, 
have doubtless spoken to you on tlus subject. 

Joseph Garniss, with whom I have been acquainted for years, is applying for the oflBce 
of Inspector. He Ls about 33 years of age, and was formerly a clerk of Uolemar the crockery 
dealer in Broadway, where your wife has purchased Cnina-ware frequently. Gamiss 
boards with my mother-in-law, and has for several years. He boards in John street (3d 
Ward). I know him well — his politics are of the right kind. Every day at dinner Gamiss 
and I have a regular conversation with the Whigs" at table, and 1 have found him firmly 
and enthusiastically attached to the administration. Although I have no personal inleresi 
in his application, 1 know of no young man i could more cordially recommend to your 
notice, boih on account of his politics and capacity. 1 place him only next to Mr. Rose 
in the interest I feel in his application. Owing to change in trade and the necessity of 
economizing, Mr. Colemar was obliged to dismiss Mr. Garniss, and every department seems 
to be fillel in other places where he has sought for emplo3rment. He is a single man. 

Jamcs Monroe Winship, a youn^ man 19 years of age, applies for a Clerkship. He 
is son cf Daniel Winship, butcher ol Fulton Market, and i esides in tlie 17th Ward. He is 
ofcoursj a Democrat, as I know from repeated conversations. You have seen him at your 
House, and can j ud^e somewhat of his merits. As to my own knowledge of his capacity, I can 
say no more than liiat I believe him to be qualified for some situation of small salary. His 
fathfir has corUributed liberaUy in moiveu to the Democraiic party^ and it wmd be SCQV/ring a 
ms*' f*^^>^y iM^r^H f&r the Oflmini^rotlm, jf Uw ftppplmm^nt oguW \* IWlfl, 
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Oboroe W. Shourt wants the place of Gninum to the Public Store in l^aseau street 
As he has seen you on the subject, and vou know his politics, you can I'orxn an opinion of 
his merit, and the expediency ot doing wnat he wishes. He has for some time been Vie drU 
^nan of the Evening Ptst, carrying daily the mail papers to the Post Office. He is a I6th 
Waider, and you can take careof nim without any uiging from me. 

EoMtrND J. Gross is an applicant tor the plaee of I^pecior. He is of the lOth Ward. Of 
OQOne he is a Democrat. T introduced him to you one day in vour office in Wall street 
He is a married man of about 45 years of age, judging iiom his appearance. He is a 
lespectable man, and would, I have no doubt, fill the place cieditably. Be relies moch on jny 
infl lence in this business, hut I have no particular itUereU in his appHcatum, 

William J. Boggs Is an applicant for the appointment of Inspector. I am well acquainted 
with him— ^R/no his politics to be thoroughly uemocraUc — and as he depends a erest deal on 



ought njt to be conclusive. He took great inteiest in Mr. Coe's application 
orsnip, and wrme letters to Washington in his behalf, and with £jy Moore and others, en* 
deavored to defeat your appointment. He is at present a letter-can ier in the Poet Office, 
and though J at one time jdl disposed to do aU I could for him^ some things have ind ced 
me not to urge you strongly in his favor. He is in the lOth Ward, and has a iamily. 
Mr. Coddington can tell you about him. 

The above applicants are all new ones. 

Of those whu aie are alrcaay 'n the Custom Bouse I will speak as folk>ws: 

James Wrstrrvelt is a Weigker^ and has spoken to me about bis situation. He is 
ihorovfhly loco-foco, and ought not to be removed. There is no objection to his being re- 
tained tliat I know of. He has been in office about eighteen months. Pbter Codtant is 
an iTispector, and has been in office about a year and an half. I know him well. He is 
me of the fimiesi of our party. Old Gilbert Coutant is his uncle. He has been persecuted 
icrmerly by the Whigs, and had to abandon his business in consequence. He ought to be 
retained by all means. He is son-in-law of Daniel Winship. 

Thomas Kirk is a Weigher ^ and now in office. He has not spoken a word to me on 
the subject of his being retained, but I cannot omit the oj^poitunity, while I am making 
these memorandums, of recommending, cordially, his reappomtment. He is a fine old gen- 
tleman, of our politics; and has been a constant visitor at the office of the Bvenif^ PosL^ 
where he frequently discourses on politics—and, of course, his opinions are well known to 
Brvant and myself. He was once ol the firm of Kirk Ac Meicein, bookselleis of this city. 

Joseph Dreypous is now an Inspector, and wishes to be transferred to the French foor 
in the Public Store in Nassau street, where the pay is the same as he now gets, and wnich 
change would enable him (on account of greater convenience in the hours of business) <s 
pay some attention to other matters^ and maJce his income better — or rather enable him to in- 
struct his children in some branches of education. In this store he would be attendant upon 
fHe appraisers. Knowing his politics t6 be decidedly Democratic^ I wo- Id recommend, if 
nothing interfered in vojr opinion, his transfer to the Public Store. He is a good judge 
of French articles, and might be of service in that department. 

Among those who are opposed to the administration, and in office, there is A. S. Dbpctstbe 
(T^veigher). He is a thorough Whig, but has urged some Democrats to speak to you for him. 
L<x>k out for him ! He told Mr. Daniel Winship that " Mr. Van Buien was a oamn'd little 
rascal,'* or words to that effect— and this too very recently. Samuel B. Pi^eming is a Con- 
servative Democrat of the rankest sort. He was a strenuous advocate for Coe*s appoint- 
ment to the Collectorsbip — and said before you was nominated, " Who the devil is Mr.Hoytt 
Who ever heard of himi" &c. Henry K. Frost, a Clerk, I know to be the rankest Whig 
V-reathing, and ought to be removed without fcruple. George RrcARD, an Inspector, has 
been in office eevcral years, and is, I understand, in good pecuniary circumstances, and could 
live without the office. He is from the lOth Ward. He fcaicely ever attends our meetings, 
.and is, in a political point of view, a mere drcne. Let him be removed! 

Henry w*****t, an Inspector, is a dmnken beast, and notwithstanding his politics, he 
ought to be removed. This is public sentiment wherever he is known. Any one in the 
lOlh Ward will say so." 

Rbmarrs by W. L. M.— The original letter is in the possesion of C. S. Bogardns— the an* 
thor is dead — his remarks in on public matters, and belong to hii^tory. Some people say, yoa 
must not tell any bad things done by the dead. Does the Bible say so 1 Are the nistories of 
America, France, England, and Ireland silent about bad men and bad actions in cases where 
the parties are dead ? The very first act of the London Times, when the profligate Geoigo 
IV. nad gone to his last account, was to review his life, and hold him up to the example of 
To^rity as a monster, scarcely less wicked than Henry VIII., or any others of the worst of 
England's kings. It is wrong to speak falsely of the departed ; very wrong to erect muhio 
maiualeiuQs to mcMly ambitions and avaricioaa mon, 
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WAR, TEXAS, SLAVERY. AND OREGON. 



I wooM INK lMT« a tlBve to till my grond, 
To rvry me, lo fhn in« wiilin I flMp 
Aod tnrniblii wh>*n I wake, for all tbe wealth 
Ttat aiMwi boof ht and ■uld bava evv aimad. 

Cownm'f TAfX. 

mgnt iftki Timet.'^War to cnuk Reform and fipkM Opprmion.-^Er^iand*s QmplanU m 
1814— ilMcncA'i in lS\b,^Bradford Wood^s accurate Views,-^IU TntdmaU of American 
Merekanis,^Ofen to seUU ike Ortgon Boundary,-^ Wkf U ou^H to be teitled PeaeefuO^^ 
TVzos ConstiMion.^G'ConndL on Polk, War, and Slaven/.^hUeUeclmal Powen and Bravery 
of the Negro Race. — Anderson on the Indians, — Washington, Jejerson, and Randolfk on 
Stavery.-^T%e Synod of Kentucky on Negro Bondage. — Van Bnren^s Bargain with the 
Sbuth for his OJUe.-^ffis Apology for (hUrage, Mobs, and Riots, noticed by Leggett.^New 
ye/rk for Freedom to all, in 1819.— Til* Missouri Vote.—T^ Virginia SUtve Trade.-^Poin- 
stU made War Minister, and why.— Van Buren^s Efforts to prevent Emancipation in CuSa. 
—Piatt; and Van Bnren for, and not for, European Colonisation, in America.— Cass emd 
AUen, — Ouizot.^PoUc's TVeatment of Mexico. — Van Buren*s Canadian Proclamation.— 
Cktuming on Cathoun.—Col. Young on Texas and AboHtion.— Wrights Manoeuvring.— Van 
Buren*s Neutrality in 1829.— Oi» SUivery in Iowa and Wisconsin.— Gredey on Florida An- 
naaUon.— [Notes.] Bankrupt Laios and Repudiation of Debts. 

Tbb occurrence of war between the. United States and Great Britain, is spoken of at present 
as if it were an event neither improbable nor perhaps remote ; and the questions of, peace, may 
it be preserved 1 or shall we see two great nations at enmity, contenaing with each other in 
armaa strife 1 are of such vast importance, that I think the occasion an opportune one to ofl^ 
some observations and to state some facts, both as to the risk the country runs of being involved 
in war. and as to the chance.s of success, and other results should a strusrgle take ^laoe. I 
know, by experience, that when men get angry, and act under the influence of passion, it is 
too late to reason with them for the prevention of mischief Both parties are yet cool and 
ealm, on this question ; and having reflected on the matter carefully,! add here to the opinion 
expressed in my widely circulated pamphlet of last September, that peace may and ought to be 
seenred ; and that the great interests or society require, that no stop be put to those bloodless 
triumphs which our brethren in the United Kingdom are efiecting, under prudent and patriotic 
leaders, whose memories will be sweet in the remembrance of generations yet unhom. If 
it were a juKt and necessary war waged against a proud and unsympathizing aristocracy 
who had trampled to the ground a patient people, by their enormous taxations, military rule, 
and proud monopolies, in favor of the oppressed, and with good cause of oflence, old as I am, 
I wotild travel trom Maine to Michigan, to rouse the fteople as far as one man could. But 
when monopcdj in England lies prostrate ; when its ancient champions now range themselves 
in the ranks of its deadliest enemies ; when the cause of the people, that cause for which 
methodist and presbyterian, catholic and protestant, have so long petitioned the tavor of 
heaven, is gaining new and glorious triumphs ; when I see the defeated monopolists comfort- 
ing themselves with the hope of high rents and more debt, expenditure and taxation, through 
a war with America, I cannot range myself on the side of the ultra tories and bigots of ine 
old world, against the efibrto of the Humes, the O'Connells, the Cobdens, the Greys, the Mor> 
peths, ana the Macaoleys ; and although personally speaking, I might have a Ux greater 
interest in fanning the flame than in endeavoring to throw water on it, yet I can see so very 
Ult|0 good, and aach & ^atoom ot Waterloo, as it were^ of mischief in t&e approach of war. 
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as thines now stand, that I eladly avail myself of this medium, to state my views to those 
whom mis volume may reach. 

The st^ of the tiroes are not very pacific, certainly. Mexico, it is said, will have a 
monarch trom Europe ; Pa redes is in power there already ; the annexation of Texas is noC 
the settlement of that act for the perpetuation of slavery ; England is arming to the teeth } a 
military officer, and nut a civilian, is permanently placed over Canada ; preparations fur an 
onslaught are openly acknowledged there ; the lanaed interest talk as if war was their only 
refuge from total defeat, in England and Ireland ; President Polk bids America prepare lor 
the worst ; the gambling sections of our numerous banking establishments luok to a deranged 
currency, with usurious interest, baseless paper, a new national debt, and heavy taxes to meet it 
during the next twenty years, as a national blessing ; others besides R. J. Walker's cunuituents 
are ready to repudiate ;* many want Canada ; not a few have bright visions of Or^gua ; 

* BAKKtupT Banki. RirDOUTioM Of DtBTs.— On the ]3th of Jantinry, IMS, a meellnc w»s held ftt the -^ 
Mnrchnnu* Rxdiange. N. Y., bi iitijiow the repeHl of the biinkm(»t l»w, John L Murfnn In \hm chair. MeMM. 
FrescoU Hall. Selilen. Tilden, Mcvean. John Vv. Edmnndsi, nnd Batler ^l)oke. Esmonds said, that the liiws 
are iHiuentHbiy Ueflclent In nni iiflttrding due relief to the unrurinnnte debtor, andgytardntg tf/ata#(/r««4— that 
no eirlltsed eommonliy ever Invented such a wretched plan as our executions. Judgments, ctedltors* bills, Scc^ 
to drain from the pocket of the unlorianate their laiit dollar— that, as our Imws st.-ind, a nmn had better ha » 
thief nnd steal, thnn be a poor debtor. The thi4'f ni'iy stnrt afresh in life, the debtor never cun. He wne for 
Incladlnf bnuku, nnd upholding the bankrupt law«, but for the Inw whetiier or nf>L Bt7TLKR was opposed to 
tbo repeal of the bankrupt law of Joly, 1841. We had pot. he said, the Enfilsh insolvent law system, willl- 
cmt Its i^nenil bankrupt law system, but with SK laws, all varxln^. In as niiiny states. The Insolvent law of 
England tcMik all a iMttn*s property, slopped his business. Imprisoned and then turned him out destitnte. and pro- 
dttinied to be tinwofihy of credit, and yet ez(iected him to take coorHge nnd make money fiir hid creditura. 
Such n system was bad and had bnd results. It whs really disgraceful thnt our laws all tencled to oppress the 
honest and nntbrtanat'- debtor, and yet do no good to the creditor. Amither meeting was held on the I8lb agalnat 
the law, and much snld on the other side. The great evil seems to be, th.tt systematic, liencftclHl leglslntion. by 
Oongresa, on this nnd many other sul^cts, especially a general partnership law, eeeois hopeless. Whether 
loo uinny live by intrigue— or there Is ctirelessnesa— or that opposing interests huve mnrreii useful Improve- 
ments. I know not.— On June 9ii, 1840, when it whs prnposi-d to give to theU. ^. govemnietit the power to 
wind up the coftcerns of every bank, or insurance. mnnufHCtoring, or trnding corpomtlon, that ilopped payiueot 
oflts debts, by Including such banks, &.C., in the bnnkrupt law, then under discussion In the Sennte, Calhoun 
opposed it, but proposed no remedy for bank suspensions by the hundred, doxen, or single. The bill authorized 
any creditor who had n»ked raiyoient of $500, or npWMrds. due him. to take out u commission of bankruptry, if 
not paid within 15 days, so that the alEtlrs of the bnnk. Jtc might be plweed In the hNuds of proper tm^lees, 
nnd wound up. There were tken, nearly 500 8n!<pended bankA. and he would not compel them to pay, or be 
placed under the care of fedeml officer*, to be wound u|i. It would place tiMi much |Niwer In the hands of the 
grovernment, snd bring nbout a political allUnce between it and the banks. Mr. Calhoun pro|io*ed no remedy 
for the Imnkrnptry of corporations, and seemed to suppose that Congress ought not to or could not apply one! 

It would rarely follow, of right, that If the hanks are to lie privileged fnmi niying their debts, they «hall have 
BO power, while tlint privilege hst«, to coerce their debtors— but, to me. the Rev. Sidney Smith's reasoning. In 
his memortal to Congress is conclusive. He snys ; " Your petitioner lent to the Slate of Pennsylvania t^. snm 
of money, for \\xe purpose of some public iiniirovement. The amount, though small. Is to him imiiortani, and 
is a aaivlng from a life Income, made wltli difnculiy and privation. If their refntal ut |iay (rmm which a very 
large number of Englliih families nre suffering) had been the retiult<if war, |inMliiced liy the nnjUKt aggression oif 
powerftil enemies ; If it had arisen from civil di.«oonl ; If it had pnwceded ln>m an Imprvivldeot applieailon of 
nieans In the firnt years of self-gt^ivernmeni ; if it were the act of a |ioor state struggling ngain^t the bnrrenneta 
of nature— <; very friend of America would Imve been contented to wait for better times; liut the fr^nd \» com* 
niltt«d in thf pmfimnd peace of I'ennnylvanla, by the richest tfiate In the Union, after the wise investment of 
the borrowed money in roads and canals, of which the repn<tlainrs are every day renpUig the advanuige. U ht 
an act of bad f.ilth which (ail its circumstances considered) has no pnrallcl, <ind no excuse. Nor l» It only the 
loss of property which your petitioner inmeiiU ; he laiiientx still more that Inmiense power which the had faith 
of America has given to arisuicrntlcal opinions, and m the enemies of free institutions In the oltf wmld. It la 
in vain any longer to appeal to history, nnd to {mint out the wrongs which the many have received from the 
ffw. The AiHerlcHM, who boast to have improved the institutions of the old world, have at lca«l equalled its 
crimes. A great nanon, after trampling under foot all earthly tyranny, has oeen guilty of a fr.>ud as enormous 
as ever difigraced the worst king of the ni<Mt degraded nation of'^Eumpe." 

I think that the dishonest party leader*, in Pennsylvania, Mississippi, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and other 
defiiulting stHtes, led on by the early example of Van Buren's confederates, and encouraged by the uneqtialled 
profligncy of hi- governnirnl. hail lost all sense of shame. In Pennsylvania, the lost of UMuiej, and of oAce In 
order to get money, is as scandalous as here ; while the feelings of manly pride, nnd the desire to merit the 
good opinion of the human race seems to be Utile fell, fiich istrty appears tti dread to Impose taxes, or enforce 
their cftliectlon for the payment of jnit debts, lest the other |Mrty shculd make {Militical cajiital out of such a 
menjiure! I mOKt say that Hume's views of the British National Debt— punctual p;«ymenu of the Interest, 



great economy nnd retrenchmenL and a souad currency, with good laws and independent Jndees to do iuiHoa 
to all. comet* nearer to my views of repnblican^ni than borrowing on your honor, and heggarlng those wliu lent 
what your wants required. Without a sound currency and a comprehensive partnerHhlp law, and a diflerent 



mnnagfrnent of ronuracu and revenue than 1 now witness, very little good will lie efiecied. 

The Duwh reimmstrance against AmerleMu Renudmtlon. was handed to C. Hughes, the ngent of the U. 8. In 
Holltind. To \\» doctrines, as contained in the following extract, every true American will subscrflte. 

'* We, the undersigned, bimdholder!*, of North American loans, negotiated of late years, or secured upon 
stocks Issued by >=everal Sutes of the Union, confidently take the liberty U) invoke your kind Intercession lb otir 
behalf. You are well aware that the engagements entered into on Is^iuing these loans have not been fulfilled: 
that the payment of Interest has been suopended ; that resolutions passed by some of the States have rendered 
these securities almost valm l*ss; that severe losses have been sustained: whilst every endeavor to effect a 
remedy to this deplorable state of thinn has hitherto proved fruitless. The doctrine of repudiation, although 
embraced In some quarters, has excited the Just Indignation of the nwjorlty of the pnpQtaUon. Men in elevated 
, ._ ._. j_ . _ .. ...._-... * calamity '■' " * " * ' ' 



stations have openly declared, Ihiit whoicvcr the calamity of the times or the malprnctites and dilapidations of 
the banks nnd public ofRcers, or whatever the dUappointments attendant on too sangnine expectHtlotts, nothing 
can sanction such a doctrine. The Inviolability or engngementH, which having no tribunal to enforce them, 
are to be considered the more sacred as being placed undsr tiie pnMsollui <W tiie BMtoMl hOQor ud pvUIS 
ftith, has hssa waimiv sdvocaisdla yow eouiry itssU;** 
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there are yet those whom an onfeeling colonial goremment wantoalv and wickedhr wronged, 
wlioblde thefar time ; the iniiansare on hind ; O'Coanell and Ireiana will not gj for slavery ; 
France is considered in the interest of Wellington; and peaceful conveniions, whether 
of this state or of the Union, to improve the conditida of the people, and afibrd a bright exam- 
ple to lees &vored lands, are hateiul to thoee who desire to see the speedy downlall of re- 
publican governmenU 

Many say hire*-" War would be a most effeetiTe tarifi; to protect onr manufactures." So 
it would ; but may not peace and an komst currency supply that, without war 1 Many of our 
manufactures depead on our comnsrcs, and would be injuriously afibeted by war. War, 
say some, " would put down slavery in the south and give us Canada on the nurth, and secure 
OregJn on ths west." I am anxious to see slavery put down everywhere, but not to risk the 
peace of the world to effect it sooner by a few years ; and railroads, canals, national prosperity, 
upri^ government and universal education will settle the Canada question more to onr 
satistactiun in the long run than seven years of strife and butchery. Yes, but it is said again, 
" War wooia h'lm'ole Kn^lanl" Are yoa sure of thitl fingland is far m^re poweri^il, 
united, enlightened, free, prosperous, and populous at this day tnan she was when she with- 
stood tor a series of yeirs, the co ubin^d efforts of mmy nitions, led by Napoleon, and backed 
for throe years, nearly, by ths United States. Basii^s, when the war was over, both parties 
would begin to count the cost, and wish they had waited a little. 

Ae John Bull Is older, by some thousands of years than Brother Jonathan, we wUl talce 
his evidence first 

[From the London Times of December 30, 1814.] 
Treaty op Ghent. "If any of the powers who have received our subsidies, of 
have been rescued from destruction by our courage and example, have had the baseness 
to turn against us, it is morally certain, that the treaty of Ghent will confirm them in 
their resolution. They will reflect, that we have attempted to force our princi- 
ples on America, and have failed. Nay, that we have retired from the combat with 
the stripes yet bleeding on our backs — with the recent defeats of Plattsbui^h, and on Lake 
Champlain unavenged. To make peace at such a moment, they will think, betrays a dead- 
ness to the feelings of honor, and shows a timidity of disposition inviting further insult If 
we could have pointed to America overthrown, we should surely have stood on much higher 
ground at Vienna, and everywhere else, than we possibly can do now. Even yet, however, 
if we could but close the war with some great naval triumph, the reputation of our maritime 
greamess might be partially restored; but to say, that it has not hitherto suffered in the esti- 
mation of all Europe, and what is worse, of America herself, is but to belie common sense 
and universal experience. * Two or three of our ships have struck to a force vastly supe- 
rior V No, not two or three, but many on the ocean, and whole squadrons on the lakes; and 
the numbers are to be viewed with relation to the comparative magnitude of the two navies. 
Scarcely is there one American ship of war, which has not to boast a victory over the Brititdi 
flag; scarcely one British ship in thirty or forty, that has beaten an American. Our seamen, it 
is urged, have on all occasions, fought bravely. Who denies iti Our complaint is, 
that with the bravest seamen, and the most powerful navy in the world, we retire from 
the contest when the balance of defeat is so heavily against us. Be it accident, or be it 
misconduct, we inquire not now into the cause; the certain, the inevitable consequences 
are what we look to, and these may be summed up in few words — the speedy growth of 
an American navy, and the recurrence of a new and much more formidable American 
war. From that fatal moment, when the flag of the Guerri^re was struck, there has been 
quite a rage for building ships of war in the United States. Their navy has been nearly 
doubled, and their vessels are of extraordinary magnitude. The people, naturally vain, 
boastdd and insolent, have been filled with an absolute contempt of our maritime power, 
and a f\irious eagerness to beat down our maritime pretensions. Those paji^ions, which 
have been inflamed by success, could only have been cooled by what, in vulgar, but em- 
phatic language, has been termed * a sound flogging;' but, unfortunately, our Christian meek- 
neaa ha* indvi^ed u» rather ty ki#« the rod, than to retaliate iu cxeixMw. Such ftilBe and 
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fbeUe hmjEianity i9 not calculated for the s^utdance of nations. War is, indeed, a tremendons 
engine of justice ; but when justice wields the sword, she must be inflexible. Looking: nei- 
ther to the right nor to the left, she must pursue her blow, until the evil is cljan rooted 
out. This is not blind rage, or blind revenge ; but it is a discriminating, a calm, and 
even a tender calculation of consequences. Better is it, that we should grapple with tho 
young Hon, when he is first fleshed with the taste of our flock, than wait until, in the 
maturity of his strength, he bears away at once both sheep and shepherd." 

Now for the Yankee version. Make way for the witness, Mr. William Coleman* 
Silence in court! 

[From the New York Evening Post of February 13, 1815.J 
Treaty op Ghent. "For ourselves, the people, who shall tell us, at the conclusion of 
this war, how we are recompensed for the death of thousands and the expense of millions 1 
Who shall tell the sacriflces, the losses, we have sustained, the safierings we have under- 
gone and the deprivations we have endured and must endure for y^^n to come ; and not 
we alone, but our children and grandchildren after us. When the accounts of this war 
shall be all wound up; when, in addition to the necessary expenses of it, the squanderings, 
the waste, the innumerable frauds that have been practised, the losses that have accrued trom 
the abuses of public trust, are taken into consideration ; (and let us consider that fifty thoa« 
sand dollars lavished upon a single scoundrel to bribe him to forge a miserable calamny, 
forms an item and but an item in the account ;) when we reflect upon the multitude of pay- 
masters, and agents, contractors and commissaries, with all the hosts of jobbers for the army, 
fironEi his excellency, the governor of a state, who haggles and chaffers for a lot of cartouch- 
boxes, down to the petty rascal who crimps recruits at eight dollars a-piece, men, who without 
virtue, labor or hazard, are growing rich, as their country is impoverished, when these and 
a host more, who have battened upon the distresses of their country, shall have their acconnts 
adjusted and allowed by the proper officers, what think you will be the melancholy result pre- 
sented to us ? I wiU tell you what, and if I am wrong, let my words be remembered and the 

public confidence be withdrawn from me for ever It will be nothing less than a funded 

debt, of more than one hundred and fifty millions of dollars ; bearing an interest of six per 
cent. Still, vast as the amount is, it is within the ability of the country, if we can stop here, to 
discharge it. Let us then meet the evil since it is inevitable, with firmness and resolution, and 
cheerfully resolve, since it has now come to a conclusion, to provide for the debt, to the best of 
our ability. Let the nation rejoice, for though we have been compelled to make vast sacrifices 
without any adequate cause for it : though we have suffered calamity and distress wantonly 
broaght upon us by a weak and profligate administration ; though we have been compelled to 
snbmit to losses which can never be repaired, and to sufler golden advantages to pass by, 
which will nover again return, yet let the nation rejoice, we have escaped ruin." 

Colonel Duane, a veteran of opposite politics, and a warm fnend of the war, did not difier 
firom his federal neighbor. 

[From the Philadelphia Aurora, by W. Duane, July 34, 1816.] 
" Never was a peace concluded more timely or fortunately ; the inconsistency and want of 
system, the utter incapacity which had been shown in the management of the war and the 
finances, and the want of energy to repress revolt and put down those who conspired against > 
their country in league with the enemy, had made a deep impression on the country : but the ; 
peace came so suddenly, the people were so surprised and amazed at their good fortune, that 
all the imbecility and incapacityi all the waste and extravagance, the disasters and shame, 
which belonged to the public measures from the beginning to the close of the war, were, in the 
exucy of disappointed despondency, forgotten and forgiven — ^ihe squandering of treasure and 
stores in ths w^ t, misconduct, which would, under any other government^ have sent generals 
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cront and sometimes the roost barbaroat and wanton saerificca of human lift, for no other |Mifw 
posea on earth, than to aggrandize the vanity of a profligate fkrorite ; merit persecmed and 
slandered, and baseness and profligacy rewarded with the honors which» haraaCoct, It had 
been alleged were to be the meed ofgenias, virtae and patriotic senrioes." 

The stripes at Plattsburgh, and tho yoang lion of the westp-4hat*8 the langnage of England's 
leading journal for 1814, and aa to the v^icuiry hoped for, to close the stru^le decently, that 
came also— <il Sew O^kans. The cost— -eternity alone can tell the tears, the aconr, the woe, 
the wretchedness, which were the result of that fierce and unnatural contest. Wnen the ill* 
fiitid Lexington was burning off Long Island, and her 160 passengers and cnew were crowded 
in the buw and stem, till compelled to leap into the ocean to be drowned, to escape being burnt 
alive ; when the buau were swamped, and all nearly perished by fire, water, frost and cold, in 
that terrible hour, how gladly would thousands of generous Americans and Briiuns have joined 
in risking their lives to save these unhappy men, women and children ! Yet their horrible 
deaths are as nothing in the account of woe and misery tnai must result from a deadly enmity 
between two peoples, of one origin, one religion, one kmdred, and making the same language. 
The man who will interfere, in aught, effectually to prevent the slaughter of another 100,000 
christian men : the grief of parents, brothers, sons, sisters and lovers ; the destruction of pro- 
perty, of frienoship, and of commerce; the retardment of republican progress; and the immo- 
nli^ and hardness of heart which such a war would generate, wonld deserve well of man- 
War will bring again upon us, heavy direct taxes — ^bigh prices— a wretched, fVandulent cur- 
rency—loans, perhaps, as before, at 53 per cent discount; and it will delight the British to- 
riea ; it is just what they want. The people of England, Ireland, and Scotland, have oniied 
and pressed the landlords to the wall. Free trade with America, in Com, in Pork, in Cotton, 
in Flour, in everything, is now the jnpular cry, the honest cry of a nation. O'Connell echoes 
It, the aristocracy are appalled, the iron duke gives way— when lo I a new obstacle is found. 
The freemen of the west and the north are ready to battfe-^not for freedoin, like their sallant 
sires; not for aiding an oppressed colony, but for slavery in Texas, and for a band or heart- 
less slave-owners, wno have joined with the pretended, stocldobbing democrats of the north to 
gamble the nation into a dOO million debt, for a strip of i;^ Oregon t 

1 have met with the speech of Mr Bradford Wood, member of Congress from this Stale, 
delivered in the H. of R., Jan. 31, laiG, in the Albany Evening Journal. Though late in life, 
I thankfully receive lessons of wisdom from tliis son of a revolutionary sire. 1? permitted to 
call myselra democrat, Mr. Wood's creed, as given below, would best indicate mine. 

"Grant, if you choose,*' said he, "that England shouM be worsted in every conflict, and that 
your plans for conquest and victory, like Captain Bobadil's, were peH*ectly feasible, it woold 
still be dear-bought victory. You would have inflicted greater evils on your own countiy than 
on your enemy's. You will have demoralized your country, cenuvlized its government, swept 
away its democracy, and erected on its ruins a military aristocracy, and thrown back for years 
the civilization of mankind. Nor would this be all. You will have arrested the progress U 
liberal opinions throughout the world, and especially in that very country where the principles 
of free-trade (the best of all peace societies) are spreading rapidly, widely and triumphantly, 
benefiting alike that country and this, and which can be arrested only by a war between the 
two nations. Gentlemen were very much inclined to denounce England ; but the England of 
1775 or 1813 was not the England of 184C. The only effectual way to attack England was by 
peace, not by war. It was the only way you could reach her proud unfeeling aristocracy, who 
had been built up by war, and whom a continuance of peace would ere long put down. With 
that aristocracy, none of us had any sympathy; but he trusted all had with a down-trodden 
people, struggling to unclasp their grasp, and who had been demoralized, plundered, beggared 

and rednopd to starvation by glcxious war Why was this deadly hate manifested 

against England 1 Say what you would, with all her injustice to Ireland and to a portion of 
her own citizens, she still had more of civil and religious liberty than any other country in 
Europe. There the liberty of speech and of the press were inviolate, and the blush came some- 
times tingling to his own cheek when it oocorred to him that in this respect it was more invio- 
lable in England than in some portions of his own oounury. The first aspirations of civil and 
religions liberty that ever dawned on this world arose in England— the same spirit that sent 
ftvth the pUgrima of New England, inapirad Hampdan^ Milton, and Vaaey and ttonglit Iha 
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int Charlef to the bloek. And now at this day, among the middle classes of England, and 
among tbosa whose oamaa are great without titles, were many who were manfnlly battling the 
eaose of the people and of human progress, and who would deprecate a war with this country as 
a disgrace to civilization. The arrogance of die British government was as little to his taste as 
the profligacy and insidious tyranny of France, or the despotism of Russia. AJl three were 
hostile to republican institutions ; and it became us to see to it that no unjust act of ours should 
ftirnish them a pretext for an increased hostility." 

In the able and temperate speech of Mr. Winthrop on Oregon^ as I find it in the Intelligencer, 
lie referred to Mr. Preston King's remark that Mr. Folk haduflered the49(h parallel to Britain 
last summer, knowing it would be rejected ; and in Mr. Polk's message of Ueceraber last, he 
affirms, **that the British plenipotentiary, without submitting any oihtr pro}0(»itioD, suffered 
the negotiation on his part to drop." Let the reader turn to the correspondence of Buchanan, 
and it will there be found that the negotiation was abruptly closed by the withdrawal of all pro- 
pasals of compromise, by the president's own order ! in Jefferson's letter to Monroe, Oct 24, 
lft33 rWorks vol. 4, p. 380], he tells him, that " Great Britain is the nation which can do us the 
most narm or any one or all on earth ; and with her on our side we need not fear the whole 
world. With her then we should most sedulously cherish a cordial friendship." 

An honorable and dignified body of merchants are a blessing to any counu-y. Their calling 
IS among the most usetui, respectable, and necessar}' of any in these United States; and they 
ought to stand with a perfect equality before the law. Ihat they do not so stand is a fact 
which none will deny. That many of our laws are made, or administered, to as to tantalize 
and pillage them, is daily made manifest. That gross favoritism towards some, and bitter 
enmity towards others, was the practice in Van Buren's time, the journals of Congress too 
clearly testify ; and when we see B. F. Butler again district attorney, malgr^ his eitortions 
from 1838 to 1841, we do not anticipate too kind treatment now.* Add to all this, that they 
are kept month alter month in absolute uncertainty as to the continuance of peace, their adven- 
turous spirit checked, their calculations made doubly doubtlul, and the imroitant subjects of a 
tariff, and the currency, leil unsettled— and then let the Cong)es^men and their constituenu ask 
themselves, if the bold, fearless, intelligent, u])right, and industrious American merchant re- 
ad ves from his government fair play, or anytliing like iti 

The London Times thinks " that every purpose both of honor and interest would be answered, 
if the British Minister, on whom now devolves the duty of making fresh proposals to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, were to renew on his part the offer made to England by Mr. Gal- 
latin in the presidency and under the direction of Mr. Adams. That proposal was to take the 
49th degree of North latitude as far as the sea, as the boundary line, reserving to Great Britain 

* Cam MgRCRAVTs not bb tbuitfd ▲■ Juvfrn* T— Mr. lioyt, entleclor nf rwtomt, N. Y.. Inftvmed Mfinb«w 
BlrcbHrd, Soltcluir of the Treiuiury, W(u>hinctiHi, by letter d«icd Feb. S9, 1840— ibm ** IA« amgwc0 ^ tk» cm»« 
** ««rciW c/«M#«. exhibited within the ietl few >ears. In iheir eflbrie to »Mtikfy the pe«iple Uuti ibU c1«m bIub« 
** were enUiled to cooLnii the government, m well ns the desilnies of nil oiher clniscts, hHs hud its iDflnenc* 
**e«eii * Id the judgment seat;' and, rmni a lympntheiic reeling, Aa« tomlrcUti jridgt* tn advice* and iulmoni- 
" Urnnt loimrvrt ; which has been advene tf» the interest of the United Btatei. Wt lutve h«n kvrtUtfwr* vn/vr- 
** Cirii«t« til tk* Mtfeetitn tfjvnrt In the oourts of the United tStates. Tkif art not drawn, as h the pncueo ia 
** other courts, but are ttUcted bjf the martkal /nm wkat toureet kt plmtta ; and hitherto laqte nuiubera of 
* Jurors have been taken from the niefcanUle classes, against which course I have renmnsiraied.'* Ac. Mr. 
Hoyt went on to state that there should be ** InstrueUntis ;** and, five days afterwards, iH. Birchard, &k)llcltor of 
the Treasury at Washington, thus insinicted the Marshal, A.J. Bieecfcer : 

** Feb. 87, UMO^— There are lew per»ons who ha\e not olten seen honest men eir in judgment In cooseqaeBBo 
" of Influences frnm which they, at the time, believed ihemneives entlraty free. It im|iutes nothing against the 
**honor of New York merchants to HUppOhC that, in this re^pect. they are subject to the like lm|ierfectloDi 
** which belong Ui other men. I have therefore to request you to bear these geneml observations In mind. «A«m 
"stteUimgjiirtrs far tJU trial of ravnnteesfM.Bud endeavor to SELECl* imparUai, eapahla MEN. who am 

"TOTALLY DISCONNECTED WITH TRADE and all lis influences the whole natSon 

"knoWM ihNt CONFIDENCE A AY WELL BE PLACt D IN THE INTEGRITY AND JUDGMENTOFHON- 
•* Egrr FARMERS AND MECHANICS, ANI THAT IT 18 not less PR«)PER FOR TUB U. 8. TO SEEK A 
** FAIR TRIAL than for a |»rivale citlien.**— M. BIRCHARD. Salieittr, ^c. 

In Oecemlier. 1839, we find Henry D. Gilpin taking Ho)-t and Boiler to laak for eowpmmtsing heavy hiw 
suits Instituted lor alleged ftvudutent entries, without authority fn>m the Treasury De|iarioieBt->half the 
amount thos recovered went to Hoyt, Coe and CmlB— hull to the United 8bttrf>— with eatmfk to Butler. In 
JaBDRry, 1840 (neit month), the caaoratMC Matthew Birchard hnd taken the place of the more severe and 
rigid Gilpin. The Hoyt, Van Bunn and Butler private correspondence, may help some of my readers In guess- 
ing why and how this >U(tden change came Ui pnsfc. On the 33d tif January, the pliant Birclnird wrote to Hoyt 
that the reasons glvea "bts ««cA as waald kava iudmced tMia efiea to adnta tka coursa tAken reapacting CAcm, kMd 
it hun et/attUttdr 

In Oecemlier, I83B, [Rep. 609, p. 331], Hoyt writee to Bancroft, Collector at Boston (now SecratBry of the 
Navy), as follows : 

** You may. however, be able to succeed fin enndemninir the goods] beuer in your district thaa we ean here: 
*'forOirR Court is vert much of a mercantile court— aad the juries, as a MAITER O^ 
*' COURSE, o/ways go againot tkt government, and will continue to do so as long as it Is tbe fashion of the day 
*' to eunalder the lovernuient as opprsied to the merchants, in octaer wonls, whea the mercbBnlB btb tbe Juiai 
** and witDBweB, Ood help the fovBranBBt S-Jsaaa Itorr.'* ^ 
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Vaneonver's bhnd, the harbor of St Juan de Fnca, and the free navigatioii of the Cohimfaia,* 
I think t lat \ America made that oflTer to England 90 years since^if Polk satd 43^ a few 
montha since-^if 49^ was the word io Monroe's time-*{n Adams** tino— in Tyter^ and Cal- 
houn's dajrs— and ii; as is " clear and anquestionable," the 54^ 40' was a mdrc pa/r, written by 
Walker, and put forth in the conclave of otiice-seekers and office-holders at Baltimore, by Bat- 
ler, Sandy Hill fashion, to secure the election from the whies— if President Polk knew of all 
thMe 49^offjrs, and yet professtd to bdieve in the 51^ 40 till his electioQ was carried by a trfdr 
—If Van Baren, Marcy and all the rest had approved of the 49's and yet sung the new aonc 
of &l^ 40' to secure the man they deemed available ; and the speech of Haywood, Polk's oof 
1^ chum, indicates all this ; the sooner the thing is settled, and the less we say about it, the 
better. I do not pretend to judge of the merits of the several parallels, but surely, a few acres 
of desert are not wjrth quarrelling about. Reiurm progresses with giant strides in England, 
and God forbid that the noble sons of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Ohio, should stoD its 
onward course, to please the British tories, and to g&in for us here a life-lease of Polk, Walker, 
Marcy, Texas, Houston, and more slavery ! My private opinion is, that Oregon belongs to 
the people there, natives and immi^ants ; and that if England and America wouki bestow a 
tenth part of the money a war would cost, in settling it on the National Reform principle, of 
100 acres to each family ; seulers to be entitled to lUO acres each, and no man to hold more; 
the result would be more pleasing iban that of a war, conquer who may : a war, too, for a nar- 
row strip of desert we have thrice tVeely offered to give away ! 

John Gluincy Adams thinks that a war to free the slave, to give liberty to the captive, lo 
complete the glorious work of '7G, and make the great declaration a truth, would be nopular in 
England. So it would. Who there would sympathise with Polk. Marcy, WaJKer, Cave 
Johnson, and the slave monopolists 1 Who ought to 8ymj>athise with them herel I^o one. 
** The occupation of Texas will convert the old slaveholdmg part of the United States into a 
disgusting nursery for young slaves, because a dlack crap will produce more money to the pro- 
prietors than any other crop they can cultivate." O'Connell, in his dispute with Stevenson, 
published as his opinion, that the slaveholders abolished the foreign slave-trade, " that by such 
abolition they enhanced the price of the slaves then in America by stopping the competition. 
Why otherwise was not the home trade stopt as well as the foreign 1" 

Tne N. Y. Evening Post of Feb. 14, 1815, says that the news of a peace, though not rati- 
fied, lowered prices. Sugar fell at once from ^ to $12,50 ; Tea, from $2,25 to $1 ; Specie, 
from S22 premium to $2 ; Tin was $80 per box on Saturday, and only $25 on Monday ; U. S. 
six per cent stock advanced from 7G to 80, and Treasury notes to within 2 of par. " In no 
place has the war been more felt or proved more disastrous^" Yet I do not think that priva> 
tion would enter into the American mind in the event of a new struggle. Of the bravery of 
this people no one can entertain a doubt. 

I know it will be said that it is to free Ireland that we would fight, in part Will Irishmen, 
who saw Polk struggle to get a judge put upon the bench of the Supreme Court, hy means of 
a senatorial approval of his nomination, whose chief merit consi^ed in bis unceasing, rooted 
hatred to adopted citizens, believe this 1 Would Ireland join England in such a case 1 I 
have not a doubt of it Our native majorities, our slavery, our Philadelphia riots and charch 
burnings, to put down the Catholics, are not very i)o]itic, if Ireland is to be won. England, if 
■he go to war, will come to a full understanding with Ireland, as she has already with France. 
If there is nothing to apprehend from the French republicans, and I hear that there is not, it 
would be a fair nght, between two very brave countries; but it ought not to be, and I hope 
will not be. Our case, as far as Texas is involved, is about as unjust a one as England's 
effort to subdue the Affghans, who had never owed her any allegiance. 

You were told, free Americans, that to add Texas to the Union was to extend the area of 
freedom. Here is an extract from its constitution : 

** All persons of color, who were slaves for life previous to their emigration to Texas, and 
who are now held in bondage^ ahall remain in the like state of servimde, provided the said slave 
shall be the bon& fide property of the person so holding said slave as aforesaid. Congress 
shall pass no laws to proubil emigranlsfrom the Untied States of America from bringing their Saioes 
into the republic with them, and holding them by the same tenure by wnich slaves were held in 
the United States ; nor shall congress have the power to emancipate staves ; nor shall any slaveholder 
be allowed to em^incipote his or her slaves^ wuhmtt the consent at congress^ unless he or she shall 
send his or her slave or slaves without the limits of therepuolic. ^ofree person of African 
descent, either in whole or in part, ahall be permitted to reside permanent^ in the repubUc^ with- 
out the consent of congress." 

This was what Polk was for annexing immediately— this was what the shrewd and far- 
aeeing Calhoun was ready to involve the whole Union in war for, had it been necessary. I 
now begin to think, that with him and McDuffiethe principle is, nullification or negro slavery 
uppermost. Even Van Boren, who knew his case was hopeless In the north without abolf- 
tioo voles, had to admit, that " Nothing is either more true or more extensively known, than 
YhM TeJMU was wrested from Mexico^ and her Independence astabliahed throufh tlif itmPM 
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mentality cf citizens of the United States. Eqnally true is it that this was done not only 
against the '.Tishes, bnt in diivct contradlctioli of the best eflbrrs d our governmeut to crevcnt 
our citizens from engainng in. the enterprise." Houston, Jackson, Swartwout and PoIk could 
have contradicted the latter asaertion, bat it was useless. The lacgua^ ot Mr.' Clay was. " I 
am decidedly opposed to the immediate annficaArVm of Texas to the ULited States. I ihinlc it 
would be dishonorable, might involve them in war, would be dangerous to the integrity and 
harmony of the Union, rnd, if all these objections were removed, could not be efiected accord- 
ing to any information I possess, upon just and admissible conditions." And Jackson, on the 
brink uf eternity, exclaimed, " Let Folk, Dallai^, and Texas, be the watchword and counter* 
sign— and Clay and his friend Frelinghuysen, the friend also ofal^Hton^ for which he sj uins 
at Texas, will be overwhelmed by the unanimous voice of the south." Yet when Pakenham 
was invading Louisiana, Jackson, on December 18, 1814, addressed his l)lack i^oldiers in uk- 
other strain. He said : " Soldiers ! When on the banks of the Mobile, 1 called you to ake 
up arms, inviting vou to partake the perils and glory of your white fellow citizens, 1 expected 
much from you ; for 1 was not iemorant that you possessed qualities most formidable loan in- 
vading enemy. 1 knew with what fortitude you could endure hunger and thir»t, and all the 
fatigues of a campaign. I knew well how you loved your native country, and that you had, 
as well as ourselves, to defend what man holds most dear— his parents, relations, wife, children 
and property. You have done more than I expected. In adciition to the previous aualitits I 
iMfore Imew you to possess, I found, moreover, among you a noble enthtisiafim,whica lead* to 
the performance of great things." 
Shall such men as these be denied the risht of voting, bv the Convention, next June 1 
The two most influential men in Ireland are Daniel O'Connell and Theobald Matbew.; 
they have tmited in an invitation to the Irish here to oppose slavery. In the official f ublica* 
tion of O'Conneirs speech in Conciliation Hall, March 20th, 1845. he thus warned our pre- 
tended democrats where Ireland would be found whenever an attempt might be made to ieal« 
ize Calhoun's idea of adding all Mexico to (he republic. 

From the Dublin Freeman's Journal. 
Mr. O'Connell.—" I reeard with horror the annexation of another slave state to the Am*- 
rican Union. Sir, no good is to be bought by the slighten admixture of evil, and 1 c<mdemn, 
and I deplore, and I denounce the augmentation of human misery that must result by the 
aanexation of another slave state. They talk about the boldness of Mr. Polk's message— te 
one point it tetrays arrant cowardice — I will not condescend to mince the word. In talk- 
ing of slavery in the States, Mr. Polk has not the courage to call it by its rroper name. 
He does not spoak of the Americans upholding slaverv and possessing slaves, bnt he 
glosses over the infamous traflBc by styling it by the delicate expression of a 'domeetic 
institution.' Domestic in^^titution ! Mr. Polk, it is Slavery! Mr. Polk, it is huckstering 
in human flesh (loud chocrs). It is a loathsome, an execrable system that makes man the pro- 

aof his fellow ; it is buying and selling man created after the image of God, ledeemed 
e blood of his Son, and bearing upon nis brow the impress of the Eternal seal, it is 
buying and selling him, I sav, as though he were the beast of the field that giazes, and 
not a deathless being marked out for an immortal redemption, the heir of a beaveniy in- 
heritance, and designed for a destiny so glorious that the mind of man is dazzled in con- 
templating it. And I am to be told that slavery is ' a domestic institution' (hear, hear) I 
Out upon those who would make it so ! I love mv country, but I would accept of no ad- 
vantage to my country through the medium of such a crime. I want no American aid If it 
comes across the Atlantic stamed with negro blood, and from my soul I dcsf ise any govern- 
ment, which, while it boasts of liberty, is guilty of slavery, the greatest crime that can be 
committed bv humanity against humanity. Tne right to freedom depends not on the hue 
of the skin ;' if it did, who shall decide upon what hue is the favored one Tbear, hear) 
—seeing that all eyes do not delight in the same colour 1 No matter under what s] ecious 
term it may disguise itself, slavery is still hideous. It has a natural, an inevitable tendency 
to brutalize every noble faculty of man. Let not America imagite that this bofi«ii»g of 
liberty makes her name respected. No, for as the assertion of .\irtne is a pivof of h}TO- 
crisy, if the virtue be not practised, so the attempt to proclaim liberty becomes blasphemouf 
when we see three millions of human leings stimulated and torn by the la^h — the husband 
separated from the wife, and the children from the parents, and sent into distant and remote 
plantations never more to behold the free of a father or the smiles of a mother [hear, bear, 
and loud cheering.] And yet those who are ready to uphold that system are the people that 
dare talk to me of liberty. ♦ • • ♦ We tell them from this spck that they con have us*- 
that tlie throne of Victoria can be made perfectly secure— the honor of the British Empire 
maintained, and the American Eagle, in its highest pride, brought down. Let th#'m but 
"conciliate us and do us justice, and they will have us enlisted under the banner of Vicu^ria-^ 
let them but give us the Parliament in College-green, and Oregon shall be theirs and Texas 
shall be harmless (cheers). While England was not thivatened by America, as lone as she 
was in a state to compel submisiion, so long we faeaxd not a word of conciliating Jieland ; 
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hot tht moment the Oregon territory became a bone of contention, that war was threatened, 
and that there appeared no solution bot the sword fur the tangled web of affairs, then is Ire- 
land recollected, then concesKions are spoken of (cheers.) i repeat, when they wani us they 
shall have as (continued cheers.) I have lelt it my duty to offer these remarks, again to 
pronoance my detestation of human slavery, and my assurance to England that she cannot 
obtain us by jtnfnmik concessions, that she can however obtain the beating heart and the 
ready hand of Ireland, but she must pay the price that fU rational men will assent to, liber^ 
and justice, (great cheering.)" 

I apprehend, that, in case of war, Ireland will be less in the way of Britain than the sonth- 
cm Slaves in that of their owners, who are already so terrified and unhappy that everything 
that can be done is done to keep the whiles in ignorance lest the blacks also become enlight- 
ened. If not so, how is it that ive find in North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, 
dec^ hundreds of thousands as uneducated as Hottentots 1 If such as they can vote for slavery 
over us and their blacks also, much as I dislike tu see the suffrage extended to any class who 
are not educated, I shall vote for those delegates to the convention who are believed to he the 
most willing to raise the oppressed Afncai: to the full dignity of northern freedom. There is 
a risk, I admit, but it is on the honest side, and good may come out of it. Black men are as 
kind-hearted, as skilful, as ingenious, as ihiihAil, and as deserving of encouragement as 
white men. When Charles Sumner of Boston, and R. W. Emerson were asked to lecture 
before the New Bedford Lyceum, they refused because negroes were excluded from equal 
rights. Sunuer's ref\isal containeti the following remarks : 

*' It is well known that the prejudice of color, which is akin to the stem and selfish spirit that 
holds a fellow-man in slavery, is peculiar to our countnr. All will remember the two youths 
of African blood, who gained the highest honors in the College at Paris in the winter of IH36, 
and dined the same day with the King of France, the descendant of St. Louis, and of Louis 
the Great, at the palace of the Tuileries. In Paris, I have sat for weeks, at the School of 
Law, on the same benches with colored persons, listening, like myself, to the learned lectures 
of Degerando, and of Rossi ; nor do I remember observing in the throng of sensitive young 
men by whom they were surrounded, any feeling toward them except ol companionship and 
respect. In Italy, at the Convent of Palozzuola, on the shores of the Alban Lake, and on 
the site of the ancient Alba Longa, I have seen for several days a native of Abyssinia, only 
recently conducted from his torrid home, and ignorant of the language that was spoken 
about him, yet mingling with the Franciscan Friars, whose guest he was, in delightful and 
affectionate familiarity. In these examples may be discerned the proper influence of the 
Christian spirit." 

I intend to support native Americans in their right to self-government, whatever be their 
color, although some of them were a little too bitter against Europeans who live here. The 
condtict of colored people in Canada, and a careful perusal of the reports from the British 
West Indies, which show the good results that have arisen from educating, liberating, and 
trusting the blacks, have fortified me in this resolution. A colored man, who had been in the 
state's prison, committed a few days since a dreadJ'ul murder in this state. Had he been cared 
for in youth, educated, treated as a fellow creature, and not degraded, such a crime wonki 
have been terrible to him, even to think of. The English speak in high tenns of some of 
their black troops. Washington confided in armed negroes ; so did Jackson, and he gave 
them very h\^ praise too ; Hammond says that General Root and Colonel Young, ** during 
the most perilous period of the late war," voted for a law for raising a regiment of blacks. 
Why then hinder tnem from voting 1 Because they are not so well infonned as the whites 1 
How do we know that 1 And if we did know it, shall the black man who cannot write be 
driven from the polls, and whites who haveonpresised his race allowed to vote, though equallv 
wnoranti On the 22d of August, 1814, the darkest davs of the last war, the N. Y. Evening 
Post, under the caption of" Patriotism of the Africans,''' says: " This morning, between 800 
and lOOO of the hardy and patriotic sons of Africa, accompanied by a delightful band of music 
and appropriate fiag?(, crossed the ferry at Catharine slin, to work on the fortifications at 
Brooklyn heights. These men, knowing the value of freedom, are anxious to dei'end ii, and 
too much praise cannot be bestowed on them for their voluntary exertions." How are their 
race rewarded 1 Marcy proposed to crush abolition by penal enactments ; Congress spurns 
petitions; Van Buren had tne Grampns stationed off New Haven, to clutch and deliver to 
instant death in Cuba, the innocent negroes of the Amistead; and in Virginia, if free negroes 
or their children, assemble at a school to learn reading and writing, any justice may dismiss 
them with twenty stripes on each scholar's back. Yet judge Upshur, the U. S. Secretary of 
State, in his will, made free his black slave, David Rich, with the following certificate o^ 
character : *' I recommend him in the strongest manner to the respect, esteem, and confidence 
of any community in which he may happen to live. He has been my slave for twenty-four 
years, during all which time he has been trusted to every extent, and in every respect. My 
confidence in him has been unbounded; his relation to myself and family has always been 
mch as to afford him daily oppoitunUies to deceive and injure us, and yet he baa never been 
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d<5tected in any serious faalt, nor even in an intentional breach of the decorums of his ftation. 
Ifs inUUgence is of a kigk order ^ his inUfir.ly aluvt uU tusitUiun^ end his tei^Ke uf right i nd 
pn>prietv correct and even refined. It \h due to hit» lung and taithlul ^eivicts, ai.d to the 6in« 
cere and steady iriendahip which I bear him. In the uuioterrupted and contidential iniercou* ko 
d' twenty-fjur years, 1 have never ffiveo, nor had occasion to give him an unpleasant word. 
1 know no man who has fewer laulta or more ejccellencies thi.n he." 

r<lapoleon said of Toussaint L'Ouverture of St. Domingo : " The black leader possessed 
energy, courage, and great skill." Thirty-two editors of public journals in the West Indiea, 
are mulattoen, and not a few of the legislators there are black. 

The Convention of 1821 declared that Senators of N. Y. must be freeholders, but that As- 
■emblymen need not be. If two separate Houses are requisite, especially for appintmtLU 
and executive business, why not make a distinction, and give us an aristocracy ol intellect I 
To do this, it is unly necessary to provide that none shall vote for Govenior and Senate who 
cannot read and write, leaving the A^^embf^', Ace. as at present. This wuuld be a repuLlican 
check of the true sort. Why should one class amocg us try to esuange the Indion, another 
the negro, another the catholic, and another the European emigrants 1 Is not cur sirergth in 
union I Belter the memory of ancient kindness than of ancient fraud and deceX Mr. An- 
derson of Tennessee, in Senate, Jan. 8, 1841, told of the effects of Butler, Van Buren,Ca8a, 
and Jackson's Indian diplomacy, with the Creeks and Cherokees, whose memorials Congreat 
contemned. He said: 

" Peace ! Peace ! Security with the Indian I It is but a dream ! He but reposes for a 
season in the enjoyment of your favurs until that day shall arrive when he flushes with the 
hope of blood and revenge. The recollection of the injuries you have inflicted ; the lands 
you have taken, the wounded pride you have humbled, the very tribute under which you have 
pinced him, keers the fire of hatred unquenched, and nercely burning in his bosom ! He will 
receive your gilts extend his hand for your annuities, but instead of turning his face uron the 
bleak passes of tne Rocky Mountains, and descending upon the coast of California, ne will 
patiently await the period when events, guided bv the poiient hand of his old ally, shall call 
nim to the war-pa ih and the battle field. He will then remember, not your bounties, but your 
triumphs, and he will prepare, in a more formidable shape than at any former period, for muting 
his kindred tribes in one solia league against your frontier brethren." 

Are we to make the negroes our deadly enemies also 1 Calhoun tells us (Jan. IA37), that 
" A mysterious Providence has brought two races of men toother into this country fjom diK 
ferent parts of the earth ; the European to be the roaster, and the African the slave. These 
relations cannot be overthrown; and every society founded on the principle ol s»>parating 
tliem is acting on a basis of error." Polk lugged in Providence into his cro-slavery inath 
;ural, Van Buren borrowed it for his epistles to Jesse, and even Calhoun condescends to insnlt 
ieaven by pretending that it is a party to a daring violation of Christ's commandment to love 
your neighoor as yourself! 

" I never mean, unless some particular circumstances shall compel me to it, to poeseat 
another slave by purchase, it being j:}r among my first wishes, ^ x^ to see some plan adopted 
by which slavery in this country may be aboli.shed by law." 1 bus wrote the gieat Wash- 
ington, the father of his country, to Sir John Sinclair ; and although the darling wish of hit 
soul, to remove the blot ol'slavery from his beloved country, was not fulfilled, he lelt his example, 
as a precept to posterity. The slaves of George Washington were made free ; and the man- 
tle of Elijah may have fallen on the chosen Elisha, whose power and energy in a glorious 
cause, will yet give a universal reality to the declaration of independence, so ihct our great 
abolition leader's prayers may have a speedy, peaceful, end glorious accomplihhment The 
memorable contemporary of Washington, Thomas Jefierson, felt the same detestation of this 
horrible system ; and, having beheld its effects, from his youth upward, stated in a letter to 
M. Wareville, Paris, February, 1788, that 

" The whole commerce between Master and Slave is a perpetual exercise of the most bois- 
terous passions ; the most unremiuing despotism on the one part and degiading submission 
on the other. The parent storms, the child looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath, pots on 
the same airs in the circle of smaller slaves, gives loose to his worst passions, and thus 
nursed, educated and daily exercised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with odious 
peculiarities. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners and morals unde- 
praved by such circumstances, what an incomprehensible machine is man ! Who can 
endure toil, famine, stripes, imprisonment, and death itself, in vindication of his own liberty, 
and the next moment lie deaf to all those motives whose power supported him through his 
trial, and inflict on his fellow men a bondage, one hour of which is Iraught with more misery 
than ages of that which he rose in rebellion u> oppose." 

And when writing, in 1821, the memoir prefixed to his [Jeflerson's] correspondence, he 
declared, that "nothing is more certainly written in the book of fnte, than that these people 
[the slaves of the U. S.] are to be \'rte ; nor is it more certain that the two races, equally fle^ 
cannot live in the same government. Iiiature, habit, opinion, have drawn indeUlue lines or 
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ditdnetion between them.*' He [an abolitionist of 50 yetn standing] addfl hia opinkm, that if 
gradual emancipation and deportation are not reflortea to, the terrible example of the deledoa 
of the Moors in Spain will be far exceeded here. He calls the slaves his ** Mtflferin; 
brethren," and invokes hearen for their deliverance. How justly and liberally the Methodial 
dergy are acting in this matter, and what a powerfol impress did John Weslev make of his 
free spirit npon his successors ! John Randolph of Roanoke, said in his will, *' I give and 
bequeath to all mv slaves their freedom, i;^ heartily regretting that I have ever been the owner 
of one. "J^ He bequeathed S9000, in trust, for the removal of his slaves to some other state, 
to settle them there comfortably. Thomas Jefferson Randolph, in the l^islatore of Virginia, 
in 183*2, declared that Virginia had been converted into 17** one grand menagerie, where 
men are reared for the market like oxen for the shamble8."i^ The same gentleman thus 
compared the African with the Virginia, or domestic, slave trade: "IprThe [AfKcan] 
yv trader receives the slave, a stranger in aspect, language, and manner, from the merchant 
f^ who brought him from the interior. But nere. sir, [in paRi Virginia,] individuals whom 
yv the master has known from infkncy— whom he has seen sporting in the innocent gam« 
yv bols of childhood — who have been accustomed to look to him for protection, he tears from 
yv the mother's arms, and sells into a strange country, among a strange people, subject to 
Ty cruel taskmasters. In my opinion it is much worse." In the same session, Mr. Moore 
declared that slavery was destroying morality and virme in the commonwealth — that the de- 
sire of freedom being the inevitable consequence of intelligence, the owners of alaves, from 
policv, kept them in profound ignorance — that such ignorance preventod the slave from 
Ittdgme between right and wrong, and brought into action all the vicious propensities of op- 
pressed human nature — ^that the slave looked on the whites as leagued in inflicting the many 
wrongs endured by his race, and thus became revengeful — that ** the indiscriminate inter* 
course of the sexes," among the slaves was very demoralizing— ^at at no disunt day slavery 
would *' end in a servile war which would continue till the land was red with human bluo^ 
and either the whites or the blacks wholly exterminated" — and that this war would be com* 
menced the moment the blacks should become so numerous as to give rise to a hope that 
they could burst the bands that bound them to the soil. The Presbyterian Synod of Kentnckr 
thus officially describes slavery, as it is daily passing under the'ir eyes: " This system li* 
censes and produces great cruelty. Mangling, imprisonment^tarvation, every species of 
torture may be inflicted upon the slave and he has no redress. There are now in our whole 
land two millions of human beings, exposed, defenceless, to every insult and every injuiy 
short of maiming or death, which their fellow men may choose to inflict They suffer all that 
can be inflicted by wanton caprice, by grasping avarice, by brutal lust, by malignant spite^ 
and by insane anger. Their happiness is the sport of every whim, and the prey of every 
passion that may, occasionally, or habitually, infest the master's l)osom. If we could calcn« 
late the amount of woe endured by ill-treated slaves, it would overwhelm every compassion- 
ate heart— it would move even the obdurate to sympathy." By the Texas constitution, all 
fVee blacks are to be banished for the crime of not bemg bondsmen. On the 12th of February, 
1837, the H. of R. of our free Congress, voted " that slaves do not possess the right of petition 
secured to the people by the U. S. constitution ;" thus denying millions of poor, oppresaed 
wretches a right which ftom infancy to old age is given by the God of Heaven to the poorest 
of his creatures, the right of the sufferer, in his pain, to entreat for succor and aid from the 
band of wisdom, justice, and mercy. Millions of poor slaves are represented by pretended 
floatbem friends on the flour of Congress — this slave repre)«ntation gives presidents to the 
republic, controls its patronage, protects southern oppression by its power over the army and 
navy, bargains with northern cupidity to degrade free institution^, and make them a mock* 
ery and a reproach throughout Europe, it contracted with, hired, and duly paid as a gilded 
puppet, that " northern man with southern principlcj*," Martin Van Bunen. 

I earnestly desired to see Canada free fVom British power, in 183H. Had my wishes been 
fulfilled she would now have been ruled by the Pulks and the Marcys, the Hou^'tons and the 
Cambrelengs, the South Carolina and Virginia slave breeders and slave owners, the union 
of Tammany Hall stock and office brokers, with Mississippi bircklegsand Tennessee pnlriels; 
while the poor slaves whom they would tear from the arms of liberty at the farthe^t comers of 
the earth, would have had their chains again riveted. Few were more ardent than myself in 
their wishes that *< Van Buren and freedom " mi^ht be successful in 1836. I have Mnce found 
out that there may be more fhithful mirrors of his democracy found than Holl< nd's Life, and 
should be sorry to see the (Veeman's arm lifted against C; nada while the power of the repub- 
lic in the south is wielded by hypocrisy, and the avarice of dealers in human fljsh miniiliaed 
tO| in order that both whites and blaclcs may rem^iin in degraded ignorance. 

'* Ah ! llnl* thunKht I when tn youth** wnrm hntir. flowing liuflimnnt nt tynnnle power, 
t turned In fkncy to thnt hnppy mnd, who«e ml der laws victnrliitu pntriniM plaDoeo, 
Tbnt I Bhiittld ever tee n region there, where derfc f«ii|iremhHi ur$m k» dSftpnlr ; 
And freedom'* clamor, end the negru^t crie-«. In wllJe«t dUsunence cotnniingllng riM.*' 

Three weeks after Congress had resolved that the injured African was unworthy and unfit 
to be liatened to, if he complained of oppression-^and near to the time at which Judge Law- 
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lets advised a Missouri grand jury not even to notice the atrociooA facts, that Mcintosh, a black 
man, had been dragged Irom prison, chained to a tree, and consumed near St. Louis by a slow firs, 
not by a few fiends, bat in presence ofan assembled neighborhood— did Martin Van Buren come 
forth, on the 3d of March. 1837, to take a solemn oath to protect and defend, as the chief of tho 
republic, the star-spangled banner, the flag of the free. O, what a mockery of heaven that 
was ! Folk's more recent ministrations, as the high priest of Texan tortures, were decent and 
becoming when compared to Van Buren 's. 

" It woiild seem, (says William Leggctt) that we have elevated Mr. Van Buren to the office 
of President for the mere purpose that he may be slave-master-in-chief and a negro-overseer. 
He pledged himself to exercise his veto power against anything which CoDgress might do 
toward the abolition of slavery for the next four years, without eveu pretending that it was be- 
yond the constitutional competency of that body to act on the subject. This threatened use 
^ the veto, by a man standing on the very threshold of the executive office, is the most inde- 
*xent abuse of power, of which any American President was ever guilty." 
' " For Mr. Van Buren, standing on the threshold of his administration to announce to the 
world that he will veto any bill which Congress may pass upon a particular subject, is as gross 
a breach ofpublic decorum, and as violent a stretch of his proper duties, as it would be for the 
Supreme Court to pass a solemn resolution, declaring that if Congress enacted such and buch 
a law. they would pronounce it unconstitutional, and set it aside the moment it should come be- 
fore tnem for adiudicaiion." 

" Virginia and Maryland may, in the meanwhile, [i.e. during V.B.'s 4 years,] abolish slavery, 
learix)^ the District of Columbia, like a plague spot, in their mid&t; but this will not release 
Mr. van Buren from his pledge. He can never consent to strike off the fetters of the slave in 
the ten miles square, placed by the Constitution under the exclusive control of the federal gov- 
ernment, until every state where slavery exists has accorded its approbation of the measure." 
"Mr. Van Buren's indecent haste to avow his predeterminations on the subject of slavery, 
(continues Leggett,) has not even the merit of boldness. It is made in a cringing spirit of 
propitiation to the south." Again, page *291, Vol. I of Plaindealer : " We wish we could be 
convinced that it [the inaugural aadress] is not a cautious, timid, time-Irving document, 
composed at the mstance of a cringing spirit, willing to propitiate the slaveholders at the 
expense of justice and humanity." 

The recent disgraceful riots m Lexington, Kentucky, the object of which was to put down 
fre^om of discussion, and prevent the while population from knuwing what could be said 
against slaverj', had very nearly ended in the murder of Cassius M. Clay, a relative of Henry 
Clay, who had established the " True American" there. I was thieatened, tut not to the like 
extent, when I exposed Van Buren's confederates in the Butler pamphlet One of Morris't 
post-onice letter carriers went round mowing vengeance, and other officials talked foolishly. 
When the pamphlet reached Charleston, the bookseller to whom it was sent feared to offer it 
for sale, for &there was a foot note Komewhere in it against slavery. But the American peo- 
ple love order : they showed that in the case of Morgan, and unless where instigated by such 
false guides as Van Buren, all classes glory in sustaining the laws of their countnr. 

Washington and Jefferson have sincere disciples vet. Some of these^ in 1836 and 1837, 
lectured on behalf of the poor negroes, others published newspapers to mstruct the millions 
about slavery. One editor was shot aead— several presses were trampled to the ground, and 
burnings and violent riots had intimidated some very sincere friends of equal rights. To the 
astonishment of Leggett, Van Buren, in his ioau^fal, defended the guilty as a hired parti^aa 
would have done. In the Plaindealer of 1837, pages 226 to 290, Leggett thus reproves him. 

" • I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the office of President of the United 
States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, Lnd defend the constitution of the 
United States.* This was the momentous oblige tion Mr. Van Buren had taken ujron him- 
self, when we find him almost in the same breath, uaering words of semi-approval of tlie 
most audacious and brutal conduct, having for its avowed object, to destroy the freedom of 
the press, and silence free discussion. . . . The violent outrages of ferocious ruffians he chose 
to designate as mere outbreaks of * popular indignation,' a phrase which implies approval, 
since iwoionation conveys the sense of righteocs anger. Ivot satisfied with def cribin^ the 
brutality and ficrc?ne88 of the mobs by so commendaloi y a term, he alluded to the condi>ct ol their 
victims In language calculated to convey the impression that they |;^justl3r provoked, and fully 
deserved their fate, deserved all sorts of mdignities and injuries for exercising, lemnen lely and 
decorously, the commonest privilege of freedom, the mere privilege of speech. . . .Alluding to the 
pro-slavery mobs and riots in various parts of the countrj-, he [Van Buren J J»ay». * a reckle>« dis- 
regard of the eonseauenccs of their conduct has exfOMjd individuals to fopular indignation.* 
This is an admirable version of the matter. The issuing^ of a temperate and d«y:cfous news- 
paper, in which a question of great public moment was eravely discussed, showed beyond all 
Question, a moin ' reckless disregani for consequences/ <^'^'^iii/? ^^^ harshest rebukes; and 
le conduct of the mob that broke up the press, demolished the house which contained it nd 
ihockingly maltreated the person of the editor, was merely pra natural and JustilUbli 
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expresftian of* popular indignation.' " Thene are the opinions of Lofssett, a true Tamnaay 
de.njcTdt, on the cunJuct and language of Van Bureni a preieiulfid one. Joshua Leariaof 
Buiiioa took the »ame view. He ctaiJ : 

** The new President has delivered his inaagaral address, and Uken on him the oath and 
responsibilities of ottiee. In the face of heaven and earth, the President stands forth, avow. 
eily, the en^iny of freedom, the oppncnt of equal rights, the defender of sla rer>*, the slaiip 
derer of freedom's friends, and the inMigator and pairun of mobs. About to assame the ra- 
aponsibilities of the highj^a olfice in the giA of a protiessediy free people, he steps forth, and 
declares the effort to give freedom to the enslaved, ** injorioos to every interest, that of hamaa- 
Ity includel" 

Van B iren did not th*is act from principle. It was his bargain with the tyrants of the 
•aith. He was their d.^legate, their agent, tneir hired attorney— just as Fitvibbon (Clare), 
ScoU (Clonmeli), PI anlcett, and foler (Nji bury), were the creatures of bad (English adminiatra- 
Ujos tor the oppression of Ireland. In 1810, when he thought that the friends of freedom would 
triomph, he was the d:adly foe of slavery's extension, why 1 It was popular to be so, and 
popalaritj was the stepping-stone to power. On the dOih of January, 1820, the Senate of 
this state unanimocsly agreed with the Assembly in a resolution declaring, that, " Wktrms 
^H\i ijiMbiting the further exienxion of slavery in these U tilted States^ ts a snbjed of deep catncem 
** tj the people of this Stale; an-/ whereas^ we consider slavery as an evil muck to be deplored^ end 
'* tiat every constitutional barrier should be interposed to prevent its further extension ; eutd that 
*' the ConsUt«Uion of tke United Stales clearly gives Congress the right to require from new states 
" 110^ comprised within the original boun larirs of these United Stales the prohibition of staverM^ 
"as a condition of their admission into Lie Unioi^Thereftre^ Resolved, Thai omr Senators be 
** instructed, ani our Representatives in Congress be requested, to oppose the admission^ as a state, 
**into tie Ufvon^of nnij terr.Ltry not comprised as aforesaid, wiUuml making the prohibition €j 
** slavery therein an ndispensaUf conlition of atl mission." General Root waA, in those day8| 
an Ajaz in freedom's army — De Witt Clinton was ultra in favor of spreading freedom and 
not tyranny over Ajn^^rica — and among the votes recorded for the above principles, and in 
opposition to slavery in Missouri, were those of Martin Van Buren, Samuel Young, C. E. 
Dadley, Walter Bowne, Roffer Skinner, Livingston, Hammond, Hart, Barstow, Mallory, and 
Dayton. Not contented with voting, Marcy and Van Buren wrote a pamphlet, and irarelled 
throjgh the state, canvassing for Rufus King, as the anti-slavery candidate for the U. S. Sen- 
ate, to be sent theie to opoose receiving Missouri as an extension of the area of the whip and 
the torture. Let the reader look into Ritchie's files of the Richmond Enquirer for the early 
part of 1820, and he will there see Polk's confederate menacing Rufus Kug for his northern 
umaticism, and inveterate hostility to the ' peculiar institution.' On the 16th of November, 
1819, says the Evening Post, a general meeting of the citizens, at least 2000 being present, 
met in the City Hotel, New York, and "Resolved, that the existence of slavery in the 
United States, being, in the opinion of this meeting, a great political as well as mora) evil, 
derogatory to the character or the nation, dangerous to the safety of its inhabitants, and op- 
posed to the benign spirit and principles of the Christian religion, they consider it the solemn 
duty of the national government, presiding over a people professing a high renird for free- 
dom and the just rights of men, to prevent, by all constitutional means, the further extension 
of such an evil in the United States ;" and tKat Jonathan Thompson, John T. Irving, Henry 
Rutgers, Walter Bowne, T. Addis Emmet, John Griscom, Abm. Bloodgood, Matthew Clark- 
son, Archibald Oracle, Qeorge Newbold, Ace., be a committee to check the progress of slavery, 
ftc In their address, written by the brother of Washington Irving, speaking of Missoori, 
they say, "It is no leas a question, than whether, in this enJighlened ana philanthropic age, a 
mighty empire of slaves snail be permitted to be formed on the soil and under the sanction of 
repabfican America, and admitted into her Union ; or, whether that new empire is to be cook- 
pmcd of men who shall have a constitutional, as well as national, right * to life, liberty, ani 
the pursuit of happiness ;' " and fUlly maintained the humane doctrine, that Congress, after 
1808, could have stopt at once the horrid barbarities, both of the African and domestic, or Vir- 
ginian slave trade. Van Buren and the Regency have since changed for the worse. 

William Jay shows, in his " View of the Action of the Federal Government," that the laws 
against the slave-trade, were in a great measure nullified, because the slave power appointed 
the officials. And when Van Buren had been rejected in 1840, he concluded his message to 
'' Congress thus : " I submit to your judgments whether this government, having been the first 
" to prohibit, by adequate penalties, the slave-trade — the first to declare it piracy---should not be 
*' the first, also, to forbid to its citizens all trade with the slave factories on the coast of Africa ; 
"giving an exanople to all nations in this respect, which, if fkirly followed, cannot fkil to pro- 
"duce me mbst effective results in breaking up those dens of iniquity." This contrasts queerly 
with his inaugural, and the affair of the Amistead; and I would now ask Van Buren whether 
the slave-breeding fhctories in Virginia, and the slave coasters she employs in the Texan 
traffic in flesh and blood, are less "dens of iniquity" than those of Africa 1 "Is it more 
wicked, more base, more cruel, to traffic in African savages [asks William Jay] than la 
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NATprE-boro Americans— in wbitc men, and women, and children— in the offVprinff of our 
own citizens, and nut unfyequently, of very distinguisiied citizens? Yet it is this aoomina* 
bic commerce that our govemraeni fosters and protects." •• The government of the U. S.,** 
said Van Buren to the British minister, Feb. 25, 1832, "protects by reasonable laws, the 
lights of the owners of that species of property in the States where it exists, and permits its 
transfer coastwise fl*om one or these States to another [Virginia to Texas, for example], un- 
der suitable restrictions to prevent the fraudulent introduction of foreign slaves." Tnat is, to 
secure to the home, or Viiginia breeder, a sure monopoly of the detestable traffic ! Texas 
bribed the southern slave-trader, by providing in her constitution to give the U. 8. a memo* 
tx)ly ofthe supply!!! 

There are manv persons who do not fblly comprehend the reasons why Polk, Van Buren. 
and others who have grown rich by abandoning the principles of seventy-six, went deaa 
acninst Adams, when he proposed commissions to the Panama Congress, and now instllf 
advocate the opposite principle when they fear that their non-interference policy may affect 
Mexico. We will try to explain. In 1^, Mexico and Columbia meditated the invasion 
of Cuba, and intended to give the slaves there that freedom which they were conferring on 
their own. The slave-holoing south was alanned«-the project was abandoned at the instance 
of this Union — but it might be renewed. Accordingly the Van Buren, who, in 1620, had 
instmcted Congress not to receive Missouri with slavery, addressed Cornelius P. Van Nesn^ 
the U. S. minister at the Spanish court. OcL 22, 1829, bidding him urge on Spain to make 
peace with the Southern republics or America lest they snould aid in freeiof Cuba trom 
slavery ! "Considerations (said Van Buren) connected with a certain class of our popula- 
tion, make it the interest ofthe southern section ofthe Union that no attenipt should be made 
in that island [Cuba] to throw off the yoke of Spanish dependence: the nrst effect of which 
would be i;^ the emancipation of a numerous slave population, which result could not bol 
be very sensibly felt upon the adjacent shores of the United States." In the H. of R. Mr. 
Floyd of Va. said, " I would rather take up arms to prevent than to accelerate such an occur- 
rence" as fy^eedom to Cuba; and Van Buren, when writing to A. Butler, the U. S. agent in 
Mexico, cautioned him to oppose *' the baneful spirit [of emancipation] designed to be intro- 
duced and propagated in the island of Cuba." 

Van Buren>) letter to Poinsett, Oct. 16, 1829, freely admits that the people of Mexico were 
filled with prejudices ofthe mo««t incurable character against that minister. Ue was accused 
jf ** intermedaling in the domestic affairs ofthe republic," of settine up a political sort of free- 
masonry, of denouncing the established religion, and of being tne enemy of the^exican 
people. Was it friendly, was it wise in Van Buren and Jackson to recall this man, when the 
sister republic would no longer endure bis presence, and hastily promote him to the head of 
the department of war 1 The state legislatures of Mexico had expressed an abhorrence of hie 
conduct, and insisted on his removal. Jackson recalled him when he became intolerable to 
Mexico, to exhibit, as Van Buren's secretar)*, his scheme of a 200,000 standing army, which 
certainly was no help towards Van Buren's reelection in 1840. 

In Mr. PoIk*s message to Congress, Dec 1845, he rebuked those European nations who 
wanted, as he said, to check the extension of (he republic, thus : " The United States, sincerely 
desirous of preserving relations of good understanding with all nations, ii^cannot in silence, 
permit any buropean interference on the North American Continent ; and shouid any suck 
interference be attempted, will be reaot to resist it at ant ano all bazaros J^ yyEx- 
isiing rights of every European nation shouid be respected ; but it is due alike to our safety 
and our interests, that the efficient protection of our laws should be extended over our whole 
territorial limits, and that it should be distinctly announced to the world as our settled policy, 
that no future European colony or dominion shall, with our consent, be planted or established 
on any part of the North American continent"^ 

Here, Messrs. Polk and Marcy have dared any European power to aid in placing a mon- 
arch in Mexico on a constimtional throne, and negotiating a treaty with him, offensive and 
defensive, as this country did with France 68 years ago. How did they talk twenty yean 
since 1 As to Marcy, look into the Argus. 

In 1825, Messrs. Clay and Adams had proposed to send W. B. Rochester and others 
to represent the U. States in a Congress of American republics at Panama. To this, in the 
Senate, Van Buren led the opposition ; and the burden or his song, as usual, was, that it was 
unconstitutional. " We are, (said Van Buren) at that Congress, to stinulate in some form, 
and I care not in what, that we will resist any attempt at colonization by tne powers of Europe, 
in this hemisphere, or within our own borders, if you please; and that, in the event of any in- 
terference on their pari, in the struggle between Spain and the Spanish American States, we 
will make common cause with the Tatter in resisting it." Such a course be denounced [ste his 
Life by Holland], and laid it down as a principle (p. 264), that if we confederate to maintain 
governmenls like our own, by fbrce of arms, we imitate the Holy Alliance of Europe; and he 
was** against all alliances, against all armed conftderacies, or confederacies of any sort." 

Tlius much for Van Buren— now for Polk: 

In the bouse of RepresentaUTes^ April, 1826, Louie McLanegave it as hia view that in ez« 
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tending our commercial relations with foreign nations, we should keep clear of entan^iw 
alliances, anJ rtxjved a resolution, as the "opinion of this house that the Government of the Uni- 
ted States ought not to be represented at the Congress of Panama, except in a diplomatic cha*- 
racter. nor ought they to form any alliance, offensive or defensive, or n^oiiate respecting such 
alliance with all or any ofthe South American republics; nor ought they to become parties wM 
tiem, oreilier oftkem, to any joint dedaratum for the purpose of preventing tke inlerfirenu ofaimf 
tfiie European powers wUk their independence or form of government^ or to «»|r ccmpaxi far ikt 
furpnse of preventing eolojuzaiion upon the amtinent if America.** 

The demjcraiic party all voted fjr McLane's resolutitjn ; andamonjj the most decided frien^ 
to McLane's principle, not to oppose European colonization in America, were found JajoesK. 
Pollc, and his foreign secretary, James Buchanan. Their votes are on record, 

Mr. Piillc*s creeJ was democratic then, and it is democratic now and it was then just tha 
opposite of what it is now— and that is true, pure, unadulterated Van Buren democracy, 
which like 0'0imlet*s finger-post, or the city weathercock, may be turned any way yo« 
please, or say yes and no in the same breath. In 1826, Mr. Polk said, that by voting 
for M*Lan2's resolve, we [the house] have declared, that our policy, now as ever, is 
neutrality; "that we will form no alliance with the South American republics;' nor shall 
we "bacome parties with them, or either of them, to any joint declaration, for the pur- 
pose of preventing the interference of any of the European powers with their independ- 
anee or form of government,' or • to any compact for the purpose of preventing coloaiza- 
tioD on the continent of America.' These are sentiments, said Mr. Polk, t3 which I most 
ke-mily subscribe." No doubt h3 did— but Cuba might become free, and it was not then 
fully resolved upon to have Cuba annexed, Texas annexed, California annexed, Mexico 
annexed, all to the south, and with slavery in each of them. Missouri had got throni^ 
with difficulty, as a negro-importing slate— and these American republics, for which Polk, 
Bachanan, M^Lane, and Van Buren would do nothing were all anti-slavery, heretical, 
not of the true church. Now, however, when the ' peculiar institution' is to be strength* 
eoed, O'Gimlet turns round, and Polk democracy, like Sir Francis Head to the Yankees, 
■oms nine years since, cries aloud, "Come if ^-e dare !" 

Last January, Senator Alien of Ohio, who, like Cass, understands electioneering in the 
west moved* a strong resolve, in favor of the Polk Van Buren democracy, and warning 
the folks in Europz to look out for breakers, if they approached this coast with any more 
of their colonies. Senator Ca.<s supported Allen as a matter of course. If we go behind 
Polk and Van Btfren's ' colonize il you plea.se* principle of 182:5, we soon arrive at Mr. 
Mjnroe's views. In his message of 1823, he declared " that we should consider any attempt 
OD their [the powers of Europe's] part, to extend their system [colonization or monarchy] to 
any pwtion of this hemisphere, as dangerous to our peace." Was not this in strict accord- 
tnce with the views of Aiams and Clay in 1826, and of Polk now, though he opposed it 
then 1 The N. Y. Sun tojk Polk's latest view six months in advance of his message, and 
■0 did its editor, Noah, in his oth3r paper, the Messenger of June last When Polk was 
nropjsei fjr Presidant, Noah spoke or him with conternpt, as a third rale sort of person ; but 
Noah, Marcy, Webb and Polk go hand in hand now for " more slave territory. We cant 
have too much." 

Mr. Ouizot, minister of France, by a late speech, and the French legislature by a vote*, have 
•hown, that in case of war beti^'Cin England and this country, France would remain neutraL 
unless some convulsion were to changes the essence of its government Mr. Guizot is a friend 
ofeiucation, scieDce, the continuance of psace, and the mental and morcU elevation of man. 
The correspondence of the National Intelligencer of Sept 13, 183(5, tells us, that " not a 
aoUtary step has b.>en taken to meet the just expectations of the Mexican minister. Men 
*re openly recruited, armed, and marched through our country, not (as in the ca.*-* ofthe Eng- 
lish auxiliaries in Spain) to sustain the actual government of Mexico, but to aid a few thou- 
sand American citizens ani adventurers from Europe in making war against that govem- 
nent ! Profes.sions, therefore, are a naockery of the common sense of mankind." We have 
aoen that the Polk— Van Buren democracy had no sympathy with Mexico, Columbia, and the 
Sjuth American republics, which reallv sought freeaora— we have seen Jackson and Van 
Buren intriguing in Spain to keep the yoke around the necks ofthe immense black population of 
Cuba. So too in Canada, secret encouragement was given at first, and from Nov. 6, when 
the revolt broke out in and near Montreal, to January, when the Caroline had been sent over 
the Niagara Falls, Van Buren did nothing ; but no sooner was it made apparent that the 
struggle might be a protracted one, or a failure, than Van Buren and Mnrcy were Ibund 
among the peraecutore of the poor exiles. On Nov. 21, 1838, Van Buren issued a proclama- 
tion against the second Canada revolt, with a 

" Whereas disturbances have actualljr broken out anew in different parts of the two 
Canadas: Ani whereas, a hostile invasion has been made by citizens of tae United Stitea 
to conjunction with Canadians, and others, whc), after forcibly seizing upon the property o? 
their peaceful neighbor, for the purpose of clfjcting their unlawAU designS| are now in r — 
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againit the tuthorltiM of Canada, in perfect dfere^rd of their own obli^tions es American 
dtiaeiiis aad of the obligations of the G«)Vernmem of the country to foreign nhtions: Now, 
thereibre, 1 haye thougot it necefiearv and proper to issue this proclamation, calilng upon 
every citiaen of the United States neither to give countenhnce nor encouragement of any kind 
to thiose who have thiis forteited their claim to the protection of their country ; upon tho^e mis- 
guided or deluded 4»r8ons who are engaged in them to hbandon projects d«.ngtrous to their 
own country, fatal to those whom they profess a desir« to relieve, imprt^ctlcLbie of execution 

without foreign aid, which they cannot rationally expect to obtain, &c And I 

hereby wani all those who hare engaged in these criminal enterprises, if persisted in, th..t, 
whatever may be the condition to whicn they may be reduced, they mu&t not exp«:ct the in- 
terference of this government, in any form, on their behalf; but will be let! reproached by 
every virtuous fellow-citizen, to be dealt with according to tlie policy and justice ot'thbt Qov* 
ermnent whose dominions they have, in defi: noe of the known wishes ana efforts of their own 
Government, and without the shadow of justification or excuse, nefariously invaded." 

Compare this proclamation against the comrades of Von Shoultze, Woodruffe, Abbev, 
Ocoiige, Loont, M.tthews, Cardinal, Buckley, Chevalier, Dauuais, Doane, Duque.ie, Honsb« 
man, Moreau, Lsoch, Lynde, Peeler, Perley. Phelps, the San^uinettcs, and bwete, all of 
whom were cruelly put to death in cold blood, with Jackson ana Van Buren's Mexican and 
Texan policy, where the object was to cover by a pretended revolt the robbery of 400,000 
•quare miles of God's heritage, that it might yiela gain to idle, covetous, heartless slave deai- 
trs, and, worse still, enable them to control the government of this glorious republic for tha 
purpose of perpetuating the most cruel scour^ that can desolate iiie lamily of man. Thia 
proclamation encouraged the convict-driver of Van Pieman's land to redouble his cruelties— it 
ahowed no generous feeling for the injured. How could it 1 There is not on earth a more 
heartless, cold, calculating enemy of free institutions than M. V. Buren— there perhapa 
never will be. 

Some years ago, Mr. Calhoun offered a report on the U. S. mail, in which an effort is made 
to show that northern laborers are but little better off than negro slaves. In reply, Dr. Chan« 
ning writes to Mr. Clay, thus : " Is it possible that such reasonings escaped from a man who 
has trod the soil of New England, andf was educated at one of her colleges 1 Whom did he 
meet at that college 1 The sons of her laborers, young men, whose hands had been hardened 
at the plough. Does he not know, that the families ot laborers have furnished every depart- 
xnent in lUe among us with illastrious men, have furnished our heroes in war, our statesmen 
in council, our orators in the pulpit and at the bar, our merchants whose enterprises embrace 
the whole earth 1 What ! the laborer of the free state a slave, and to be ranked wixh the de* 
spised negro, whom the lash drives to toil, and whose clearest rights are at the mercy Qt ine- 
qMiiaible power I If there be a firm independent spirit on earth, it is to be found in the man, 
who tills the field of the tree states, and moistens them with the sweat of his brow." 

Although, in a report by Ool. Young, in 1839, adverse to anti-slavery politics, and sustain- 
ing what is called the Atberton gag in Congress, he spoke strongly against what he caUed 
the boiling cauldron of abolitionism, its misguided fury and ferocious spirit, inebiiated abo- 
litionism, anti-masonic and abolition phrenzies, and the hopelessness of souihein slave eman- 
cipation while northern agitation continues, yet it would seem that he is firmly opposed to 
Texan annexation, with slavery as her dower. In a dii^cussion in the Senate A. New Yofk 
on the 97th of January last, Col. Young said he was opposed to the admission of Texas as a 
slave state, and that Governor Wright had said he was opposed to it. Mr. Hard remarked, 
that believing Col. Yojng to be against that wicked measure, he and his whig fiicnds had 
been anxious for his return to the U. S. Senate (in place of Dix), as that would have prevented 
annexation. That had Governor Wright, and his peculiar friends, been honest and sincere in 
their professions of hostility to it, Youiis^ might have been returned — that they could have 
secured tliat result— but that Wright haa so managed that the hunkers got both senators f thai 
Polk might carry annexation), and Benton {huTtker) had been put in Young's ofiice. That 
both sections of the democqicy had support^ Wright, who had h£d it in his power to have 
prevented the spread of slavery by securing the election of Young, but that, had ne acted up to 
his DTofessions, it might have stood in his way to the presidency, in the minds of the slave* 
holiien, and that he had interfered to the contrary, and sent a message to his fnends to prevent 
a caucus which would have carried it into effect. Mr. Beers said that it was considered (by 
Wriglit) bad policy to send a senator to Washington opposed to the Texas measure. No 
doubt I Read Van Bnren's annexation letter, and say U he is really opposed to it Read 
Vache's invitation to Van Bnren to attend the ball of the " kindred spirits determined to sustain 
the covemment in its claim to the Texas and Oregon territories,' and his answer, a|*proving 
of iKeir object— and remember; that while old Spam, in 1829, occupied Tampico, with 4,000 
troods, intent on reducing Mexico, Van Buren was then in the market offering the Mexican 
rebels cash for Texas. Again, on 9d of Sept. last, we find him addressing J. D. Kellogg, iQt 
the puUic eye, from Lindenwald, and assuring him that be considers every obstacle th^i may 
ha otfesed to tha conopletien cf the Texas spoliation " unwise and highly inexpedient," and that 
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if these states should be involTed in war with Mexico in conseoaence of annexation, be (Van 
Boren) cannot doubt but that Polk would be supported ** by the hearts and hands of the whole 
people." All this might have been looked for from the man, who, in the teeth of the constitu- 
tional provision, that Congress may make all needful laws for the territory of the Union, 
assurea North Caroliua, when seeking a re-election, that Governor Dodge's slaveholdinf in 
Wisconsin, and Judge Doty's in Iowa, was legal, and could not be interfered with t Intoxicat- 
ing liquors, slavery, covetousoess of other men's lands, what curses they are ! Florida was 
bought for six millions to please slaveholders, and is now a slave state. We had an Indian 
war there, to protect slavery — " a war [says Horace Greeley] provoked and commenced bv our 
neople, originating in land-stealing, abominable frauds and slavery, and which we steadily re- 
nised to terminate on any terms which did not require the utter expulsion of the Seminoles 
fixnn the territory. The reason for this was the proved impossibility of cherishing Slaveir in 
the neighborhood of Indians, as the negroes ran away to the Indians and were harboreo by 
them. So we drov^ the savages to desperation, pursued them through the swamps and ever- 
glades, ^ot some of their women and children, and starved many more, until we compelled 
2ie remnant to submit to exile. The cost c^ these various wars and purchases to the people of 
the United States has not been one farthing short of fiAy millions of dollars over and aboVe ail 
they have received for Florida lands, to say nothing of very many valuable lives." 



ON 

CANADIAN ANNEXATION AND INSURRECTION. 



ne CofMdian Insurrtdum in 1837 and 1838.—// injured Pia/n Jdufen and kis F^riends, — JBrtnt- 
irkoff, John Adams^ Franklin, Bleecker^ Randolph, Pitkin, Fetix Orundf, President Monroe, 
Calhoun, HuU, Smyth,^ Soulhwick, Macon, Widgery, WeUs, day, Ritchie, and the North 
American Review, on Canadian Annexation. — Pamdl on Canadian independence. — SusUs, 
Desha, SwarlunnU, and Wheaton, an taking Canada,-^ Were the Canadians jfud'fied in resist- 
ing in 1837 and 1838 ?—A brief reply. — Lard Durham*s Report on thai question. — His afflidr 
mg details of Colonial Oppression. — Lord Ooderich*s reply to my threat of Recoil. — Sir f, B. 
Head. — Durham harshly Ircatedfor telling unpleasant truths, — Would the Conquest of Canada 
he an easy task, and ought it to be attempted ?-^Error of the Men of 1837. — Letter^ CoL W. E. 
Moorc-^Letler, General G. M. Keim.-^Letter, Geo. Dawson.—Letier, CoL R. M. Johnson. 

Tbb insurrections, in the Canadas, in 1837 and 1838, and the movement in Maine, in 1839; 
ailbcted very unfavorably the foundations of Van Buren*s power; and, if it were essentially 
necessary, 1 think I might produce conclusive proof, that, by exciting the suspicion of the 
slaveholdin^ south, and tne indignation of vast multitudes in the free north, east, and west, 
his management of public affairs, connected with or arising out of these insurrections and 
fhmtier movements, were, independent of the question of the currency, most embarrasaing to 
his administration, and, in 1840, the cause of his political failure. 

There must have been powerful causes at work, to turn a majority of 96,000 for Van Buren, 
in 1836, into a minority or 146,000 in 1840, to induce New York to set aside a president bom 
OQ the banks of the Hudson, in 1840, hy a majority of 13,000, in order to place in his 
stead a native Virginian, after having given her suffrage for the former, in 1836, by a 
majority exceeding 38,000, to induce every northern frontier count v, without a single excep- 
tion, to cry o!it, in Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, Vermont, 
New HamptUiire and Maine, in 1840, " Away, away, with Van Buren (" while Georgia, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana, and Mississippi, in the south, betrayed by their 
votes equal impatience. Endorsed by Andrew Jackson, endowed by nature with great 
ability for intrigue, ever readv to conu^ct with the leaders for the subservience of their 
fi>llowers, an experienced, ambitions and unprincipled politician, possessed of pow«r lor 
twelve long years, with presses and pruffigaies at command, the national reventMs in 
the hands of his chosen partizans, and 60,000 offices, besides vast .contncla at hia conlioL 
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Tbia was his position when he was defeated by General EUrriaon, who had no official 
patronage at all in his gill, and no other office in his possession bat that of clerk of a 
law court in Hamilton county, Ohio. Harrison's civil and military oualities and charao* 
ter were as well known, and remembered, in 1836, when he received but 73 electoral votes 
out of 294, as in 1840, when he obtained 174, but Van Buren's reputation had deluded mul- 
titudes in 1836, who, in 1840, knew him by his works. Even in 1840, after having con- 
demned him in many things, I, being ignorant of nine-tenths of his early history, believed 
that much that appeared inexplicable would at length be cleared up, and those who had in- 
finitely better means of knowmg, assured me that such would be the case. Cobnel Johnson, 
whose generous heart prompts him to favor freedom, endorsed Van Boren in the 



emphatic terms. Disliking van Buren personally, owing him no fevor, a sufferer by his 
partiality and injustice, poor but at heart independent, I supported him in 1840, while I de- 
nounccc^ tlirougb the press, that extension of slavery's horrors, of which it is now evident to 
all that he was the willing instrument of the south, to carry it into effect. Calhoun did in- 
deed kill him with kindness. Virginia voted for the New Yorlcer, and New York for the Vir- 
ginian ; and besides Virginia, Van Buren got 25 votes from the slave states, including eleven 
from Calhoun and M'Dudie for S. Carolina, and from the Iree states just twelve, in the 
place of 140 only four years before ! His Mexican and Canadian policy, the proiligacy of 
nis expenditures, the wide-spread distress and ruin caused by the blow up of his banking and 
financial schemes, his cringing course toward the slave power, the corrupt and dishonest 
agents he empfoyeil, hi.s ihiulile-fkced game with the tariff, through Hoyt, Buder and others^ 
and the want of sympathy and respect which he and his friends manifested for real demo- 
cracy and free institutions ; these, added to his militia law scheme, and the bad reputation he 
had with those who had known him long and well, crushed him to the ground. 11 he has the 
materials to show to the world, that one solitary aspiration for the welfare of the millions, who 
had raised him to high honor among men, ever came from his sethfrh and sordid soul, it is 
time that he took a thousand piastres from his hoarded stores, and employed some other than 
Benjamin Franklin Butler to revise Holland's romance for a more authentic record of his 
doings. I thought well of him and his while I dared to do so ; and if here 1 have said any- 
thing in error to his prejudice would, for the honor of human nature, and of the institutions of 
a people placed as the vanjguard of rational freedom, most gladly admit it. 
' T>uring the discussion, in Congress, of the resolve to notify England that the joint occo- 
pancy ofOregon must soon cease, Mr. Brinkerhoff remarked, that it had been said, and he 
oelievod it, that the battle for Oregon, if it came at all, mu^t be fought in Canada, and '* he 
was glad that Britain had an asrailable point here, where we would reach her with effect 
Take Canada, and Oregon would fall into our hands as a matter of course.'* There is much 
of this son of language afloat now, but very few remember how much more of it there was in 
18 1 1 to 1815. Washington wantjd Canada. John Adams desirs^d Laurens to make an effort 
to get i^ in 1782. Franklin's writings show that he was most anxious to attach it to the Union. 
As for back as 1750, and 1760, we dad him urging England to get and keep it in the same 
interest as the other colonies. Congress took the same view, as wimets the Canadian clause in 
the constitution of 1778. The Washington National Intelligencer, then the organ of Madison^ 
administration, said, November, I8l3, " We may not obtain poeisession of these territories 
[the noithirn colonies] next summer, but eventually they must be ours." The editors go oa 
to state, that the Canadas embrace and command the outlet and entrance, and share the whol6 
extent of the mighty St. Lawrence, one of the two great waters of N. America, and the niin- 
ral chann 1 of import and export of many millions of men — that the conquest of Canada 
" was in vain attempted by the heroes of the revolution" — but that once gained they could bid 
defiance to England— that Gluebjc guards the St. Lawrence more effectUciUy than any other 
fortress in a like position in the world— that the a:an> porta lion of the means of offensive war 
to the trontiers would not bj difficult— that 100,000 troops might soon bj collected on the St 
Lawrence — ^and that " on our own exertions and united efforts alone depends the time uhen U 
[Canad<i] shall be ours." Not many months afler, the same paper said, "when we entered 
into the war, the people, and we amongst them, and perhaps the government too, made too 
light of the conquest of the adjoining provinces of the enemy." 

Among the opponents oC the war were Harmanus Bleccker, Geo. Tebbetts, Garret Wen* 
dsll, W. A. Dner. James Emott, Jesse Oakley, and Elisha Williams. In April, 1815, they 
addressed the public in these words: " Another object of the war was the conquest of Canada, 
and its cession was more than once intimated to be un indispensable condition of peace." In 
the H. of It, Dec. 10, iRll, John Randolph of Va., opposed the notion of conquering Cana* 
da, thus : " What a horrible retort might not be made un tlie Southein and Western slavehold.ng 
states I How was the Chesapeake to bs protected 1 He wished the bouse to considtr the 
ehsnces of fhilure and count the co^t, to think of the b'ooJ that would be spilt, and the em}ty 
oofftfia from which the cost is proposed to b: defrayed." Mr. Pitkin, H. ot It., ** had no wisa 
to see the hetero(?eneoU9 mass of uansd an population represented on this floor, nor to add Can* 
ada and Nova Scotia to the republic." 1 hat w^^ hont&t. 1 like it. To t£y, We dont want 
any connection with you, is much better than to invite bv lews, and then insult the scnuiw 
thai ttked lo come, by Philadelphia dots, and Naw York naUve corporaticms. 
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On the 9tb of Dae 181 1, Psuz Gh»n<n>r, a membsr of Congress Ibr Teoneasee, and oo th^ 
eonjiittiee of foreign relations, declared, in his rdply to John Randolph, on the question a. 
augmsnting the forces |:> '* that be would drive the British from North America, and de- 
^^ prive ihem of the Canadas: and would receive the French refugees as adopted bjothPr& 
& Although a suuihern man, he was willing and desirous to have tne Canadas. Thev were 
y^r neoessaiy to bi lance the increasing weight of the southern and western states, by the 
f;^ acoession of Louisiana. If this weight is not balanced in this way, there is reason to fear 
y^r oppr^on by the govern men l" Another version of his remarks, in the N. Y. Ev. Post, 
reads tnus: '* I am waiting to receive the Canadians as adopted lH«thren ; it will hare bene> 
ficial political edfjas ; it will preserve the et^uilibrium of the government When Louisiana 
•hall be AUly peopled, the northern states wul lose their power ; they will be at the discretion 
of others; they can b^ depressed at pleasure, and this nation may be endangered— I therefore 
Hwl anxious not only to add the Fioridas to the south, but the Canadas to the north of this 
AJipire." Mr. Grundy was Van Baren's attorney-general, and periiaps one of the best men of 
his pin3'. President Polk was his law student Qruniy was the son of an £ngli^h emi- 
grant ''in Oct 1814, CoLONBL Mokror, afterwards president, said, " we must not be content 
** with dcfeniing ourselves— different feelings must b3 touched, and apprehensions excited in 
''the British government. By pushing the war into Canada we secure the command of the 
'*Xniian tribes, and command their services." In the session of 1812, before the war, Joan 
0. Calroos said in Congre!», that *' So far from being unprepared [for war], he believed that 
f^ in tj\u weeks from the time that a declaration of war would be heard on our frontier, the 
r> whole of Upper and a part of Lower Canada would be in our possession." Ge.vcbal 
Hull said to the Canadians, July 12, 1812, " I come prepared for every contingency — I have 
a force which will look down all opposition." Four months after General Sn^th said, ** In a 
few days the troops under my conmand will plant the American standard in Ciinada." Gen- 
erals M*Clure and Wilkinson spoke with equal confidence ; but in the fall of 18X3, the laser 
©fficially reported to the secretary at war, that "The whole male population of Canada are 
13r universally and actively hostile to oiu* designs of conquest upon that countrv." Solomon 
South wick, in the Albanv Register, then the otftcial journal of this state, Nov. te, 1813, asks 
tike cabinet, " Are you afraid to take Canada lest it might create a preponderating influence 
against the Virginia dynasty ? Is there a secret understanding on the subject V* At all times, 
lo the hour of his death, South wick continued to assert that the indisposition of pretended pa- 
triots in the slave states was the true cause of the failures in Canada : and considering the 
superannuated, eccentric, and feeble old men often placed in command, and the sentence of 
death against Hull, which was a mere waste of time and money, as far as puni&hment went^ 
be had some cause so to speak. New York was op{>osed to the war. She voted against it in 
Congress, and the Assembly at Albany was against it. The East, with an unprotected com- 
merce afloat, was against it ; and a powerful stnUhem minority steadily opposed it Nathan- 
iel Macon voted fjr the war, but he did not like it. In Jan. 18 10, he said in Congress, that 
•• setting aside the affair of the Chesapeake, France and Britain were equal aggressors. Ought 
we to sacrifice our property which fl jats on the ocean for two such countries as Canada T 
Massachusetts voted in Congress against war, 8 to 6— New York, 11 to 3— Connecticut, 7 to 
none— Rhode Island, 3 lo none — New Jersey, 4 to 2. Mr. Horsey of Del. said that " if all 
tibe slates which had voted for war had shown themselves as hearty as Kentucky, we would 
have long since overwhelmed Canada, where the people were united in resisting us." Daniel 
Webster, then from N. H. said, Jan. 3, 1814, " that if the cause had been one which Ae people 
bad espoused with ardor, and been united upon, Canada, to the walls of Ctuebec, would liave 
been ours in thirty days." 

Dr. Eustis, War Secretary, said, in 1812, " We can take the Canadas without soldiers; we 
have only to send officers into the province, and the people, disaffected to their own govern- 
ment, will rally round our standard." In the fall of 1813, the National Intelligencer said, 
•• Since then our enemy forceJ us to war, and compelled us to territorial repnsals, for her 
oceanic outrages, and still persists in refusing a recognition of our violated rights, we trust our 
readers will generally agree with us, that the Oanadas once ours, they shall be, as these 
states have been, forever divorced from British sovereignty." The present American £nvoy 
at Berlin,Henry Wheaton, who has been recalled, doubtless to occupy an important trust here, in 
case of war, was editor of the National Advocate in 1813, and no paper in the Um'on was move 
decided in its tone, in favor of taking and keeping Canada for ever. At Tammany Hail, on 
the 25th of Nov. anniversar}". General Dearborn being present, Collector Swartwout's brother, 
John, gave as a toast, " War, stem, unrelenting war, till the haughty foe acknowledge our 
rights to the watei^s of the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi." On the same day, the Inde- 
pendent Veteran Corps of Artillery of the city of New York, drank; as their lOih r^;ular 
toast, " Florida and the Canadas— necessarily ours by conquest or purchase,*' as their 1 lih, 
** Cuba, Texas and Mexico; voluntarily ours as free states of the Union" — and as their 1st, 
''The destiny of our country, brilliant and co-extensive with our national boundariesw the 
Atlantic, Pacific, and Polar Star." And in the Nau Intell of Oct 17, 181% U, janoM ihat 
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8100,000 were voted to the President, " ibr the purpose of taking the Floridas." Joseph Desha, 
of Kentuckv, in Congress, Jan. 23, 1810, said, '' We ought to take Canada and P^ova 6coti«, 
and expel the English I'rom N. A.— the miliiia will do it. Indeed we have but to hold cm to 
tb^ colonists that we mean to release them from their chains, and they will almost take it 
themselves." Colonel R. M. Johnson was also for war and the conquest ol the northern ook>> 
nies. At a public dinner in Buff<ilo, Oct. 25th, 1813, at which Henry Clay's relative, General 
Peter B. Porter, presided, and at which General Harrison and Commodore Perry were euests, 
the ISth regular toast was, " A free navigation from Gluebec to l<^ew Orleans by the lakes'*— 
the 17th, was ** The inhabitants of Canada — we fight not to conquer them, but the policy which 
made them oar enemies. May they soon be united to the Ainerican Republic." On the 3l8t 
of Dec. 1811, Mr. Widgery tofd Congress to " give New Kngland authority, and she'll take 
Canada without putting you to any trouble." On the Land Bounty Bill, in the U. S. Senate, 
Feb. 1814, Mr. W. Wells of Delaware said, that although disaster had attended its progress, 
" Canada is still the fond object of our wishes," but that there would be areat diificulty in 91:^ 
ting and t»(i .1 greater in keeping it. Mr. Grosvenor of Columbia Co. N. Y., in Congress, Die. 
1814, quoted Irom Mr. Clay's speech in Congress, on the eve of the war, as follows: ** 1 am 
** not, sir, in favor of cherishing the passion of conquest, but 1 may be permitted to coocLude 
'* by declaring my hope to see, ere long, the New United States, il you will allow me the ejt* 
'* pression, embracinz not only the old thirteen states, but the entire country east of the Mi»- 
**8is8ippi, including East Florida, and Q- some of the territories to the north of us aisa" 
Orosvenor's language was eloquent and impassioned against any other than a war for de* 
fence. He condemned annexation on the north, and said that the conquest of Canada had 
becA ** avowed in all the gazettes of the government, in the speeches of those members who 
declared the war, and in the proclamations of the generals who had conducted it, nor had it 
been disavowed by the executive." The Richmtmd Enquirer^ then edited, as now, by T. Rit* 
chle and thos>e he trusted, and speaking, no doubt, the language of Jefferson, declared in Feb. 
1814, that " Whenever Canada nods to her fall, Great Briuiin will be just, and not till then 
" shall we obtain anv security for the rights and prosperity of our countrymen, the honor and 
** independence of the country." Some fifteen years later, the Nvrih American Rgrriew said, 
** Most ardently it is to be wished, that the happy example which has so prosperously attached 
" to our Union, on the south, the French colony of Louisiana, would effectually point the 

** way to an equally auspicious junction of the French colonies of the north What 

** a noble accession would it constitute to our republic." Again, in 1832, Sir Henry Pamell, 
a member of the Whig government, in his work on Financial Reform, took ground in favor 
of catting the connection. He said that *' With respect to Canada, including our other pos- 
seesions on tlie continent of North America, no case can be made out to show that we should 
not have every commercial advantage we are supposed now to have, if it were made an inde- 
pendent state. Neither our manufactures, foreign commerce, nor shipping, would be injured 
by such a measure." Many persons would be inclined to differ with the baronet on this 
question. Though an Irishman, he represented in parliament my native city, and in argu- 
ment, in private, I have seen him go still fanher in favor of independence to the north. If 
thrown off by )£ngland, which is a very unlikely event just now, the colonies could not, I 
iear, sustain an independent character; and 1 trust they will take warning by the signs ot the 
times here, when applause and high station is reserved fur our Van Burens, Butlers, Walk- 
ers» Barkers, Lawrences, Marcys, Morrises, Wetmores, Polks, Cave Johnsons, Houstons, 
Wrights, Casses, and Woodburys, and seek no change but that which education and gradnal 
improvements can sectue to them. Railroads, canals, revenue laws rightly frameo^ high- 
ways, and the Primer, properly taught, are patent and powerful auxiliaries to annexation, and 
withal cheap, and usefol to ourselves. 

Why did Canadians revolt in 1837 i— I have read the Declaration of Independence, of 1776, 
carefullv, and there is no one cause of revolt stated in it, but what was applicable to the condi- 
tion of Canada, in 1837. The British Parliament, by a solemn act, appointed the Earl of 
Durham, one of England's most eminent nobles, and the son-in-law ol the prime minister, 
Earl Grey, to go to Canada as its supeme governor, and inquire whether any real grievances 
that would warrant revolt had existed. His report is on record ; and so dark are the recitals, 
that, had it been possible, its worst features would never have seen the light. His opportune 
sincerity embittered those whom his statements condemned. Premeditated insult met mm on 
his landing in Britain. The presses of the offended party ceaselessly calumniated htm. The 
royal court is said to have slighted him. His idlings were wounded. His health gradually 
declined, and but a few short months elapsed, ere John George Lambton. the I6th in lineal de- 
scent from Robert de Lambton, a proud baron of 1513, though siurouoded by all the comforts 
which 500,000 dollars of a yearly income can produce or bestow, had gone to his last rest. I 
was not personally acquainted with him, and only saw him once in my life, at the house of his 
relative Mr. Ellice ; but I remember that he was for many years a co-worker with the inde* 
iatlgable Hume and Lord Althorp in the House of Commons, in denouncing and exposing 
oppression and wastei\il extravagance; that he opvoaed the fettering of the prns, and tne do- 
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testod corn law of 1816, and earoefttly nmd a fkr more thorough reform than vis obtained 
in the popular representation in 183d. Perhaps Van Buren has been euilty of more heinous 
ofToioes man his celebrated invitation to the autocrat of Canada, ereWhile the envoy of Eng- 
land's queen at the court of the autocrat of Siberia. 

Lord Durham officially staled to the Gtueen's ministers, that it would almost seem as if the 
object of those who framed the Canadian system of govtrrnment " had been the combining «>f 
lii^apparently popular institntions with an uuer absence of all Err ictent control of the people 
oViMTHieir rulers," that the government was irresponsible, and its motives and acnial puiporas 
shrottd«3d in mystery from tlie colonists; that a " (amily compact," a small body of intriguing 
men, retain *• a monopoly of power and profit," and that even a native of Britain or Ireland, 
if not one of this combined faction, is " less an alien in a foreign country" than in Canaila; 
that every seventh farm in Upper Canada had been bestowed to uphold one small denomina- 
tion of christians — ^that the Irish Catholics, though very numerous, had been excluded from a 
share in the govern menr>~that settlers fVom the United States had been harassed, and the 
titles to their lands called in question — that parliamentary elections of high officers of govern- 
ment had been carried by outrageous violence— that the orange societies, oaths and proces- 
sions which caused so much ill blood in Ireland, had been greatly encouraged in Canada by 
the executive — that the administration of justice was impure, and that a colonist fit)n that his 
link in the empire is " on^ of remote dependence" — that blocks of the puhHc lands had been 
granted to favorites who had, in many cases, never seen nor settled on them, and that they 
" place tha actual settler in an almost hopeless condition"— that emigrants from Britain are ill 
treated by the Toronto authorities, and retire to the U. S. in disgust— that many pans are 
without roads, mills, post-offices, and churches, the people getting poor, education neglected, 
and the valuable lands set apart for schools by orders of the Duke of Portland 40 years ago, 
ever since withheld from that useful purpose — that the U. S. frontier is a picture of prosperity, 
while that of Canada is the reverse — that unless the system of government is changed, the 

eople would not long support British rule— that Governor Head had procured the return of a 
oise of Assembly, the members of which were elected under such circumstances ** as to rea- 
der them peculiarly objects of suspicion and reproach to a large number of their country- 
m3n"^>that ** in a number of instances, too, the eltctions were carried by the unscnipuUius 
exercise of the influence of the government, and by a display of violence on the part of tiie 
tories, who were emboldened by the countenance afibixled to them by the government ; that 
such facts and such impressions produced in the country an exasperation and a despair of 
good government, which extended far beyond those who had actually been defeated at the 
polls"^-that the l^islature thus corruptly elected for one year, had prolonged its existence 
other three^ "in defiance of all constitutional right," and "Such are the lamentable results 
of the political and social evils which have so lon^ harassed the Canadas; and atthismoi^it 
we are obliged to adopt immediate measures agamst dangers so alarming as are rebellion, 
foreign invasion, and depopulation in consequence of the desertion en masse of a people re- 
doced to despair." 

England's queen and parliament constituted Lord Durham an vmpire between revolted 
sabiects and the authorities. This was his report. Yet was my valuable property scattered 
to the four winds of heaven— myself declared an outlaw -and at the end or nine years, I do 
not find enuugh of nobleness of soul in the great i duniry, or Its rulers who caused the wrong, to 
reverse that outlawry, because I do not choose homhiv tc» beseech a minister, whose predeces- 
sor better dj^erved impsachmmt than some whom EIngland's annals mention as having beea 
so treated. I am, I believe, the only political outlaw of 1837, belonging to Upper Canada. 

In a secret dsspatch. Lord Durham to Lord (SUnelg, dated Ctueliec, Aug. 9, 183B, says: 
'* My sole purpose is to impress upon )Our L<irdship my own conviction, which has been 
formed by personal experience, that even the bdst iolonneci prscms in England can hantly 
conceive the disorder or disorganization which, to a careful mouirer on the spot, is mantfei^ 
in all things pertaining to government in these colonies. Siicn words scarcely express the 
whole truth ; not government merely, but society iu^elf seems to be diissolved ; tlie vessel of the 
state is not in great danger only, but looks like a complete wieck." And again, Sept 24th, 
Lord Durham writes :—" Nor shall I regret that I have wielded these despotic powers in a 
manner which, as an Cnglishmm, I am anxious to declare utterly inconsistent with the Bri- 
tish constitution, until I learn whatarv! the constitutional principles that remain in force when 
a whole constitution is suspended ; what principles of a British eonstitutton hold good in a 
country where the people's money is taken without the people*s consent, where representative 
govsrnmsnt is annihilated, where martial law has b^en the law of the land, ana where the 
trial by jury exists only to defeat the ends of justice, and tr) provoke the righteous scorn and 
Indignation of the community. 1 should indeed regrei the wanfof applicability in my own 
principles of government, or my own incapacity for applying them, had the precise cour«c 
which I shoula think it imperative on me to pursue In ff land-c^ freedom and of law. proveil 
to be the only one that I could adopt in a country which long misgovern ment and sad dissen- 
akm have brought to a eondition that may fairly be described as one of constituted anarchy," 
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With raords like thes? on the jounals of jparliament, is it noble, is it just, is it according 
to the EngUib notion ui iJair dealing, to proscribe a man from visiting Uie place of his birth, 
andthegravresof his children — to hold up that proscription for nine long year»— to require 
concession from the injured 1 Did I not for man^ a long year, in the legislature of Cana« 
da, oppose all wasteful extravagance, lend an active help to forward the public businessL to 
expose dishonesty, to shame partial judges, to remove real grievances 1 Did I not, throu^ a 
fearless press, amid endless prosecutions, with the plaudits of community, stand up for conratu- 
tional right, and to the last declare we would ask no more 1 Did I not carry to England the 
petitions of a majority of all the male population of Upper Canada ; and while others, with 
not a tithe of the popular influence I possessed, were courting power for place, which I never 
stooped to do, did 1 not warn Lord Goderich, now Earl of Ripon, five years before the outbreak, 
what it would end in, if justice was denied and the colonists scorned 7 In that nobleman's 
reply to my statement, a document of great length, and possessing much sound reasoning, and 
wnich, had not its promises been disregard^ by his successors, there would have been no 
insurrection in 1837, he says, " Mr. Mackenzie has concluded this naper by predictions of 
" bloodshed and civil war, and a dissolution of the connection with this kingdom. He may 
" well suppose tliat such a prospect would be regarded by his majesty's government with a 
" degree or concern and anxiety to which it would be difficult to give any adequate expressions. 
" But against gloomy prophecies of this nature, every man conversant with public business must 
" learn to fortify his mind. They have ever been the resource of those who endeavor to extort 
**from the fears of government concessions, in favor of which noadeouate reasons can be 
" given." Does Lora Durham's Report contain no adeooate reasons 1* Did my remon- 
strances, yet on file in the colonial office, contain none 1 Did the continued proofs of public con- 
fidence which I obtained while in England, and on my return to Canada, contain none 1 Had 
I t)etn destroys of exciting a toaniim iiuurrecUon foould I have gone to London tlAis to warn the 
colonial office to prepare for it 1 Would I have remained there 18 months, earnestly and anx- 
iously urging these improvements in the commercial code — In the postage system — in the 
communications between Halifax and Britain — and in the municipal concerns of the Cana- 
das, which were so much required by all parties 1 So far was I from being ultra in my 
views, that I frankly tuld Lord Howick and Mr. Stephen, that if they would give us a man of 
business habits as governor, in exchange for the old military hero who nad so long been oon- 
trolled by " the family compact." so justly condemned by L^rd Durham, we would try to get on 
without that full measure of self-control which our memorials re<^uired, so far as it was op- 
posed to the colonial system. On my return to Canada, a committee oi' a new legislature, on 
which I served as chairman, went fully into an examination of, the condition of the colony. 
"The result of our labors was an octavo of some 500 pages ; andj armed with that volume and 
the blh)n of Glenelg's instructions in reply. Sir Francis Head dropped down an^png us in mid 
winter, as a reformer, than which a more indiscreet and unwise choice never was made by 
any administration — neither have I a doubt but that Lord Melbourne was as sensible of his un- 
fitness when he sent him out, as he seems to have been when Sir Francis had set the colonies 
on fire, through the troubles of 1837. He began by exhibiting in Upper Canada part <^ Lord 
Gosfora's instructions, which he had been directed to keep secret-— tneir publicatioa stopt the 
supplies in Lower Canada, and dashed the cup of popularity from Lord Gosford's lips, for 
they showed insincerity at head-quarters. Head's conduct as governor, slandering the United 
States, encouraging orange societies, ouarrelling with the advisers he had chosen, but never 
once consulted, stating falsehoods ancf getting convicted of so doing, was such that supplies 
were refused to him also, and he had to set every semblance of popular rule at defiance, in 

* I sn tlnMrely torry that a ulngla IndiTidaal remains outlawed or banished ftom Canada, or held la cob« 
flnenient In Vnn Dlenmn** Land, relative to the losarrectlon. England was so clenrly in the wrong, by the 
horrible nii»mle she suflbrad to exist, that when she saw inen like me tnm mand and do oar very nimost to 
pnclfV ibe fmntiera. After being plundered of everything, she shnald hnve vtkfti tbe risk of retnriiiog lo their 
fnmllies the Innocent victims of her eiirelessneM. I am very cool now ; and yet although I have a packet of 
mof t Important pnpers in the hiinds nf a friend for safe keeping, reletive tii Cai.adiaa aflhirs, 1 think It too esfly 
t<> write an aceonnt of the evenu nf 1838 to 1638. I have preserved soine SOO letters of the Nnvy Isiaad cur- 
respondence. bat it Is not yet a titling time to give sach matters to the world. Po strong Is my present convic- 
tion of the Impropriety of ndding nny Inflammntory materials to the OrMon binse that, alihoach the worthy 
printer of my ** Sons of the Bmemld Isle " piessed me to alkiw him to finiah it. I have stnpt after the second 
number, rather than continae ju»t npw these exciting niations of ancient misrale. 1 never have played wil- 
lingly into the hands of tbe enemies of real reform anywhere, and will not now. The fuliowing note was 
addrfSJted to me. by that trae and lung and welViried friend of poor and rich, Joseph Home, when I was last 
leaving Itfimdon. ' 

To W. L. Macfcensle : ** BaraitsTOiv S^oass. Jnne SItb, 1833. 

" DxAa Ar : I cannot allow you to leave this conntry withoat expressing my sense of tbe great advantage 
the people of Upp*r Cannda have derived Iroui yonr exertions which have been anwearied and nerseverii g 
since your nrrivnl ; and. I may add. cnntparatlvely snccenAil In nbtaliiing many alteration** fti»m Lord Gude* 
rich in order« respecting the futnre Government of Upper Canada. 1 am sorry to observe by some of the pio- 
c«^ingsofMr. Stanley, that he ll Mier disposed to pmmote, than to ponUh the men who have been re- 
moved Onm Upper Canada for improper conduct, and thereby to encourage mlsgnveramdht oa the part of the 
pablic oQcers of that Province, which t^rd Godeiich*s late pfoeeedinp were calculated to prevrnt. 

jQtsni 8viia.** 

) 
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order ro dscMve his superiors in England throa^b a m3ck legialatnre, obtained oo the principle 
waich Lord Darhim loj truly de:$cnb2d when u was tjj late to recall tiie past. Sir Fruucis 
writRi to L )rd Milbjarni atUr tbis fashion : "On my arrival in Uppor Canada I found mv- 
sclf noi onl/ b)uaieJ oa thi one siJe by Ljwer Canada oa the eve of a revolt, and on toe 
otaar siij, by th2 Uaitei Stiti», whose OOVjiRNMKNr, as well as people, were socnetly 
luin^ their infla:n:e tj etiermlnate fron the coatinent of America monarchical ioadtutions, 
bai i fojai m/»ilf expoie 1 to an J opposed by a republican house of assembly." After mv re- 
turn froj) £nglani 1 had nothing waatever to do with either government or people in toese 
Btitjs; and t^ey had no part in causing the revolt ; nor did the native Americans in Canada. 
ta^s thi laboring oar in it. If this country had secret emissaries I never knew of it, nor df« \ 
bslieve it Thi re/jlt in 1837 bsgan Nov. 6, in Montreal. That of 1838 never would have 
biffin at all, had Lord Dorham been kindly treated by England; but his whig friends allow- 
ed him to hi denounced in the House of Peers, for an act of kindness and humanity towards 
eigat Canadians seat to Bermuda ; and in the House of Commons sanctioned the insult his 
eae Aids Lau ^r?pared elsewhere. His faults and foibles were many — I may not deny thau 
But h^ had a mmly soul, was harshly treated, m^ant ri^ht, would have conciliated all parties 
had he b3en let alone, and his indiscreet removal was tne signal for new troubles, in which I 
had no part what3ver, although for several years, I confess it with regret, I would gladly have 
witnessed war on this continent Calmer reflections have since rt^tumed^and in the spirit 
in which 1 remained so bng in Europe, ever anxious to avert the causes of war do I now 
write this statement It is i pleasant thiag to see the statesmenof Britain at length pursuing 
|hat liberal policy which even a Hume, a Roebuck, and a Buller cannot find fault with. 
What honest heart on this side the Atlantic, would darken the dawnings of a better day to 
mankind, with the bitter and bloody scouire of war, as if there were not pains and privationi* 
eno'Jga in the world which are unavoidable, without adding to them a renewal of those deadly 
•truggles for power and dominion, which in th3 25 years preceding I8l5, caused '* countle;* 
thox4»nd8 to mourn" for the inhumanity of civilixed man more savage than the tenant of the 
forest 1 

I have not a wish lefl to see Canada incorporated with this Union. If it obtain a direct re^ 
presentation in the British Parliament, on the sagacious plan proposed by the fer-seeing 
Franklin, anJ renewed bv Hume in the House of Commons, it may remain connected with 
Britain for agjs. Should that not take place, its annexiition to these northern states is an 
•vent of no remote probabilit)r. At present, the chances are, that an invasion of Canada from 
this sid; (although, considering the facility of transportation of men and materials, it might 
prove rather more successful than it did in 1812), would end in a fiilure, or its equivalent 
Thj cleiyy generally in Canada are unfavorable to a change— and although in 1837 and 1838, 
many left them to jom in the movem?nt, vet 1 have never smce seen one who was thus engag- 
ed eight years ago, that did not coaf^^ss bis disappointment on wimessing the working of the 
political machinery in gear here, and which we had all su much admired. Of the population 
of the colonies there undoubtedly is a large majority at this day who are hostile to an anccxa- 
Uon to this Union— and there are no scarcity of states on this side the St Lawrence, quite cs 
•teadily opposed to an amalgamation with the Canadians. The more I sec of the balefol effxts 
of souLhem slavery, in retarding^ education and marring useful repablican legislation, the more 
averse am I to witness more oi' the free nortli come under its destructive opciation. 

Those who participated in the Canadian insurrections some years sinco> were, 1 think, in 
crror--nat because there was no good ground for revolt— nor because there was not enough of 
disaffection— no, nor yet on account of the impossibility of success, for it did seem to be at n^e 
' timi within our easy grasp— but because the reasonable probability of a happy tertninao^n 
Wis less strong than that of premature fkilure. Lord Sydenham, with whom I used some- 
times to converse at Whitehall, when in London, did many tyrannical things in Canada, but 
he b^^n to trust the people, was experienced ani practical, ani set up those elective local or 
oounty legislatures among them which answer to the boards of supervisors here. He wniir 
to his brother in England, " I woild willingly give land to settlers, bur there is, ala.s ! none to 
give, except what is rendered valusless by the neighborhood of those cursed landjobbers who 
cat off all access to it" And again, " i know that as much as I dislike Yankee institutions and 
rule, I would not have fouarht against them, wiich thousands of these poor fellows the rf..milyj 
compact call rebels did, if it were oaly to keep up soch a government as they got." 

Th2 American people, in two wars, have assuredly got glory enough. If they were desiroos 
to estiblish the fact that they are brave in battle, whether by land or sea, it is so well known 
as to be undisputed anywhere. But were it otherwise, would that be a reason for destroying 
comiijrce, setting the whole world a fighting, killing vast numbers and wounding many more, 
demoralizing society, creating mammoth national debts, and embarrassing a whole people for 
an age to come, and all about some barren desert contended forby those who have already land 
enough for twenty tiSnes their number? 

For many years, in Upper Canada, I gave all my energies to the task of instmctirg the pfo- 
pie in the principl«is of popular govemment, so far as I knew them. To comprehend the axdu^ 
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OQ8 cuaneter of the course I posned, the raadnr woiUd require to have zeiided in these tinwi, 
io the colony. Many there vere who covertly endeavorea to hrinf about a change. I went 
airafarht ahead. ▲ residence here has fiiUy satisfied mv own mind, that I went too last and 
toouLr--that the ideal diff<»eiice is much greater than the reality, and that no one is called 
iipon to encoorage bloodshed in 1846, on the banks of the St. Lawrence, in order dHUCongresa 
may have longer sessions and more woik, by the extension of such legislation as they iStaw 
on the ten miles square to the larger area of the twoCanadaa. 

It has often been said, here in New York, that I was a uarty to the Short Hills Invasioo-->the 
Prascott a&ir, under Vud Shooltz, Birge, ftc^the Windsor or Detroit inroad— and tiie Lower 
Canada insuriection of 183& I was not consolted in, nor a paiUr in wm way to th€»e enter- 
prises, ncr has any one that was conoeined ever said sa Noah, m the Ban, Messenger, &c.. 
Insists that I injuied the Canadian cause by cowardice, and perhi^ I did. I do not find thai 
any poiiy in Canada have ever said so, however. Sir Richard Bobnycastle, of the Royal En* 
gineers, Toronto, in abook lately issued irom the London press, piaiiily, and in the most dii^ 
Cinct terms, charges me with having murdered Colonel Moodie (^the British Armv, in cold 
blood, and even gives my alleged reasons for so doing I Colonel Moodle. accompanied by Capt. 
Stewart of the Royal Navy (an old offioer who waa at the baule of Aboukir), and Lieut. 
Crewe, rode up to the f«Mline& dashed past the first line.of sealittels, andfired a pistol al the 
second, opposite Montgomety's Hotel Riefusmg to surrender, he was fited at in retom by die 
sentinel, as ordered by the officer on guard, and died of the wound— Ciave and Stewart wen 
then made piison^s. Stewart swore toauanative of the tacts, whkh aiipearsd in the Toronto 
newspapers. About an hour before that, I had left for Torcniou with a guaod of £inr hone* 
men (one of whom< Capt PoweU shot dead>*-we arrested Capt FOwcU and Major A. MeDon* 
^, and while I was on my way back, with McDonell in chu;ge, as he stales m his puhlisb- 
ed narrative, a gentleman rode past andtokl us thjft Col M. had been shot or wounded. On 
our arrival at the hotel (Col Loant being then in command thcreX I went instantly to aee the 
dyinf man, and he told all present that his own impnidence had caused hia^eath. I never 
saw him before in my life; and aa his deaih waa an open, pUblk act, seen by many, and as I 
was at the time far distant, in charge of MeDonell, a more wanton lie waa never tdd, and that 
too by a neighbor whom Ihad never wioaged^ and whomnsthave known tfaaEttbetong^ofman 
never uttered a more wanton or malicious falsehood. T<he Ctueen wrote a letter to the Colo- 
ners widow, condoling with her as was natural ; but where can Bonnycastle find a shadow of 
proof to his LonAon stoiy } Certainly not in Upper Canada. 



{Na 314.1 Colonel W. E. Moore, of Kentncky^ assistant Editor of the Washinolon 
Globe, to W. L Mackenzie, 162 Naasan8t,New York. 

Washinotok, D. C, Dec. ISL 1838. 
Dear Sir : • • ♦ Should ■ come on, let him have a letter for me, and he Will 
find a fiiend with the will, if not the means, of seconding bis views. Of course you axe 
awam that Mn Papineau is here. • ♦ ♦ There are other parts of your letter I do not like. 
You must know that the only partt in tkis amiUry which fraittf sympaihiza mihthe Canadian 
fHUricisis the deinoeroHc The tVkigs.A9 a vxtLTYj are opposed to yo* is pRiKaPLE; lee art 
wiih ysa in pamctPLE, in feeHn^, in heart, end soul; but circumstances, call them selfish, 
self-lntsrest, if 3rou please (we cah it our first duty to our country), kave thrown %is into a false 
pmUon, but that only for a time. Much as we admire the man of our choice, placed by us 
nt the head of the government, yet how did hxry democratic press in the country reoeite h is pro- 
damaUon ? Bow has it received part of the annual Message, rtUOing to Canada ? WITH 
DEEP DEEP MORTIFICATION. At heart toerb is not a NORTHERN or WES- 
TERN obmocrat, from the summit of the Alleghanies to the bosom of the Father of Waters, 
west, and thence east along the feeders of the St I«awrence to the Penobscot, who does not 
regret it; but we repose in the assurance that such documents were called fi)r by the existing 
state of relations between the two counUries. Yet that part of the message, aa well as the pro- 
clamation, elicited the general praise of the whig press, from Mr. Oales downwaxxis. Wnile 
condeuming every other poition of the message, this, most of them can laud. I can assure you 
that there is a magazine of buming patriotiam now buried in the bosoms of the democracy, 
that wants hot asinrie spark to set it in an active flame. Let the poor Preaoott prisoners be 
massacred in ocdd blood, and it will light up a torch in this country that all the influence and 
power of bdh governments will be unable to smother or quench. But what would you have 
us do now t Soiely we must not forget our high moral okdigations aa a govenunent, and we, 
the people, are the govenuaant in reality. We are at paaae with England; why shouki oar 
covcrament go to war with her, or take steps to hurry herself blindly into eueh a catasttophel 
it may be that our executive may have exhibited too much solidtude to preserve peace ; but 
peace is the natural position of a republic, especially of an extended ana diversified one like 
^^ours, fir WRERE AcamsmoN woolo bb a cuaaB.^ and gloiy but a poor return for the loss 
of blood aid desornciion of prosperity. Itwoukibedii&caUtoea|ilaina9adCiAa|bwiHiniad 
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lines^ bnt the demoeratic party In this country stand in this position ; tkeir proftn, tknr ^m- 
jtatkiet^ iheir purMs, if tkeif were rick enough (their personal services Uto, which would not be 
withheld on a reasonable prospect of success), are for the patriots, and yei ther will mstain 
their goremmenft in a finn, dignified, hut not truckling adherence to neutral obliffations. We 
have NOTHiMO to gadt by a war witn Great Britain, however successful it mi^t tennlmte, 
and this is not the a^ for republics entering a contest for the estaUishment of absnut, 
though conect, principles elsewhere. We of the democratic party throughout the Unioii, 
however, are with yon as citizens, and shall continue to be so. The federalists will oppose 
you, in public and in secret^ by sneering and by slander, in a word, by every trick, till they 
see the bones ot the last victim bleached on the fdain, and they will blast his memory after- 
wards. Excuse these hasty thoughts. I have written with corresponding candor to yoor 
own ; but I have felt that your letter did my party injustice. Happily, it wui not be long ere 
your convictions will assent to all I say ; for, depend upon it, to the democracy alone can you 
look for support I shall be glad to hear from you. Your friend, W.B. MOORE. 

JCnm, Planter, aM IngersePs Interview with Van Jhuren aiiml Mackenzie's Jmprisonmeni. 
[No. 315.1 To Messrs. William Qilmore and Robert Christy, Secretaries of the Demo- 
cratic Union Aasociatlon, IKiiladelphia. WisminiroN, December SBth, 1839. Gentlemen:— 
On bdialf of a resolution of the Democratie Union Association, for Messrs. Paynter, Ingeml 
and myself to call upon the President of the United States and request his attention to a me- 
morial relative to the pardon of William Lyon Mackenrie, it becomes my duty to eay that we 
have fully discharged the desire therein expressed. The President, who is at au times anxious 
to gratify the desires of any portion of the people, regrets exceedingly, that in the present jono- 
ture of pendii^ negodations with Great Britain, it wotild be improper to interfere with the ac- 
tion of our courts justice, and therefore at present could not decisively move in oompliasce 
ndth your wishes. Esrery possible means have been exerted to make tibe conftnemoat of Mr. 
Mackenzie a nominal oo&i and to grati^ his every wish, save his release. My own private 
views are, that if the friends of Mr. Mackeazie would appeal to the magnanimity (^ tte pre- 
sent lepreeentadve of die British provinces in North America, by his re^tesi, he wouki be re- 
leiaed, and relieve the question frton the embarrassment in which it seems involved. 

*G£ORGE M. KEM. 

[No. 316.] George Dawson, Editor of the Rochester Democrat, to W. L. Mackenzie, care ot 
Dr. Cyrenius Chapin, Buffalo. 

Rochester, Dec 14, 1837. Dear Sfr:-~ Allow me, as one who admires the sublime stand 
yoonelf and your assoeiataB have taken against tyranny, to tender you my sympadiy. I hare 
watched with intense anxiety the progress of events in Canada, and the intelligence of your 
revolt was received with irrepressible satisfaction. B^ore open hostilities were avowed in 
the Upper Province, that circumstances mi^ht hasten such hoeiilities, was my daily prayer. I 
Imew that she deserved to be free, and believed thai if she resolved upoA ireedoai, it could be 
achieved. M]^ acquaintance with you in my boyhood, and the tales of persecutions that have 
followed you since that period, have been liMenea to and treasured up. I knew your wroDgSi 
and earnestly prayed for their redress. I looked to you as a leader, and from my knowkoge 
of your character, expected that you would, sooner or later, assume a positkn at once suhUme 
and noble. Nor nave my expectations fiuled. I have seen yoiir arm raised to strike the firrt 
olow for Liberty. Would to God that its descent had not, to some extent, been foiled ! But I 
still look ujpon the Sun of the Canadas as but emerging from the morning clouds. The day 
cannot be far distant when it shall shine resplendently in the ascendant. 

In writing to you, I have been requested by several of our citizens to invite you to visit diis 
city, if you could do so with safety, and consistently with your arrangements. We are to 
have a meeting on Saturday evening, as yoa will see by my paj^r. which I send you ; and it 
would afford me much pleasure to provide you with the nospitalities of my house. Please 
write me. Yours sincerely, GEORGK DAWSON. 

* General Ketm told me blmself that tbe sbove wtt s true copy of hie private letter to the Anociatlon. Hit 
extraordinary advice, or hint, must have been given In cooteqnence of what Van Barea bad said to the three 
PhUsdelphla oonpaiSBMa. I vaa advised to appeal to Lord BydeahaM er BIr OMMme Anhnr** magnaolmltjr, 
in CanaiU ; and the preeldent of tiie United Statee would «i fsile ready to pardoa In New York. If It met the 
vlewa of the knight or baron that might be governing for the time at Toronto ! This, of eonrae, I did not tbooM 
to stoop to do, and therefore had to ettflbr other live montbe* Imprisonment— but the very day the Baltimore 
Convention met, Van Bnren was made to aee that my eonfinement had been a very great political binnder, ead 
I was instantly nlenaed, atthoagh the ftUowlag BMe ahows that he had not hiteaded to lafce such a coona^ 

NoTBw-Joha Norvnll, Seaator, U. 8., la MovMi U Oaga, lIkhlgaa.^WAaHnioTON, JSii. 3^ Uia— Da«r Sir: 
In wply to yonr totmr ia nlatloa to Uie case of WUIlam L. lUelmisia, I am only enabled to say to 70a, thai 
upon receiving the petitions for bis pardon, as I am Inlbrmed, they wera sent to the tfiUtriot Jndge and the Die* 
inet Attorney of Western New York, and that their report on the sabject was such as to prevent the e^erelM 
toy the President of the power of pardon oa the occasion. JQBN NOKVCUU 

) and N. S. Btontoa 
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[No. 317.] Col. R. M. Johiucm, Vice Pzesidexit U. S., to John Feg«n, Esq., Philadelphia. 

City of Washinoton, 11th May, 1840. My dear Sir :— Your highly esteemed favor has 
been received, respecting the connnement of Mr. Mackenzie as prisoner, &c., in the jail at 
Rochester. 1 feel as deeply as man can fisel the misfortune of that patriotic man. I consider 
his misfortune and his su&ring veiy much like the hard fate and cruel destiny of many un- 
successful patriots before our time ; and although the laws of nations and the laws of the land 
may have condemned him and l^fally consignoi him to prison, I think that the demand of jus- 
tice is satisfied, and I should not hesitate, with mv views of the subject, to liberate, if I had the 
power : and I presume that I shall do, and have done, all I can to effect this object I am con- 
fident, however, that the President [Mr. Van Bureni nas acted from his conviction of a sacr^ 
duty to do as he has done ; but I hope that he may reel himself justified, without injury to the 
diplomatic relations of the country, in exercising the power of pardon in this case. In my 
daicate position, having no power, and exercisinp^ only that reasonable influence which my 
situation gives me, I do not wish to take any prominent agency in this matter, as it would not 
do good, and might do harm ; but at this place, as far as it is correct and proper, I will do what 
I can to promote the object in view. Re^)ectfoaiy, Rh. M. JOHNSON. 
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** As bees <m floiran >Ugbtlng, oesM fhehrbna, 
CMtUngoD piaeeB, deraoenttt gioir AnmV* 

PoU^s Fritndskipfor Van Bw9n,—Heitt and the Union.'-^Tk^ CMe vn Peik^-^Rikhk^ Heiss, 
Polity and Cass.—SigJiificaifU Voies,^DdegaUs retDarded,^Maircfs Position and Prospects, 
^Tkf Sifracnse Namvnaiions,^JEbw Cass lost ike Oame,—CrosweU and Dickenson^s Viem.— 
BuOeff^s P/askoilk Jmomeif.^VM^ Jhnron T%reais in the Democrat JRevwuf.'-Waiker teUels 
BuOer rownd to Texas^ eondtmna Van , Bvren, and ruminates Wrighi h^Fiigg set atider-* 
Marcos TacL—Dancrofi on both suto.— TSW Tioo4Urd Ruk.—JhOieron Ha/rd Cider.— Van 
Burtn for Polk, DaUas, and 7Is»bs.— C«a and the Ck/erokees.-^Cdt, Young emreged^-^He 
heads the Texas TidUt.'-iySnaioem on BwnanOOUe (not PoWsNegroesy-^Qeorge Mifiin 
DaOas^—OU Dallas and his Dank.—Bis S^ a U, S, JO., V, B. Man.—DaUas and nVkins 
onthePMioLands^-'Maeago of Senators. 

AiuE there those who believe Polk friendly to Van Bureni Let me undeceive them. When 
Polk and Ritchie and Walker saw and read the secret oonespondence of Hoyt which I sent on 
to Washington, in May, and the discoveiy, and anticipated publication of which so delighted 

> them, would they one and all, as also those of their friends who got oopies, had they been 
^endly,iuive kejpt the secret fhxn the Van Burens, Flaa^, Butler, Wright, and Diz, and allowed 

•^ffulltytobe startled by ttMaoddeoappaxiSioa of my 1r^^ Who 

4Hmlielieve it 1 Pdk and Jacksoa'a paj«r, the f^a^viUc V7wm^.\tpi the i^aine of ¥>» Buxea 
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at tbe head ofitscolunins as tfa« candidate (tftlMpirty for fiakinK^ U threitened axqr 

Tttinessean who would vote fir him there. Hearlfien to Bogaa and Ueiss ! fjr " We do 
'*not believe Mr. Van Buren will receive ooe vote from the Te&nesseaa delegation. If be 
" does, that delegate who votes knowingly against the wishes of his constituents, will be 
" marked heteailer, as flrn man unworthy of their confidence." Why did they keq> op Van 
Buren's name over such remarks as these 1 The Texas letter was seiaed on as a pretext to eet 
Tid of a man whom certain leaders no longer wanted* Had Polk and Van Bureu been oa the 
very best of terms, althooi^ the latter yielded to the fonmsr. would lamia^ like the foUowiag 
have ibund its way into the official journal, (Blair's Globe,) on the 19th of Jan. 18441 

'* I care not bow honorable a man may be, if he is a coward he canna maint a in his honor; 
and hence it is such a man is disq^ified for the office of V. President. Now, sir, CoL Kiiy 
has never been insulted day after da^ri and, above all, he was never can^ loughlv by the 
arm [by Wise] when escaping from the Capitol, pulled louad and told that he was the 'cn- 
tempdUe tool of a petty tyrant!' I pledge my head^if ho i8eversotre8iad,he willrenat tbe 
insult in the proper way. Will * A Tennessee Democrat' do the same in leaaid to Gov. 
Polkl What are the fticts in regard to Gov. Polk 1 He has been twice rqaidialid ia Mi 
own State by large majorities---defeated by an inexperienced politician ; and it is not pre- 
tended that his name would add one particle of strength to the ticket in any State of this 
Union," 

There was a clear understanding between Ritchie at Richmond, and Heiss at Nashville, to 
go for Cass if Van Buren could be set aside, and for Polk in piewrenoe to either. This was 
mdependent of Texas. Ritchie had made up his oUnd to have die printing of CcogresB. He 
was connected with B. Greene, who had a very deen interest in Texan scrip and lands. He lived 
in a state that raised men and women for sale ana traffic, into perpetual bondage, as if thej 
were cattle, through the homb slave trade, tt Van Buren obtainea power, Blair woold have 
his interest ; the north, with its Bryants, Sedgwicks, abolitionisls, &c., would compel V. B. to 
throw cold water on aimexation, or oust him ; and Virginia went for the detestable gaiss of 
her human shambles. Moreover, Van Bnren^ chance was vtrr doubtful. That had been 
proved In 1840.' In the summer and fhll of 1843, the Richmond Enquirer, in the fbrm of iet- 
terB to the editor, had said much in fiivor of Cass, and the Nashville Union, [Honn asd 
Heiss] copied liberally, " by request." The ^ring eleetiona of Connecticut and Virgiaia 
went against Van Buren ; Tyler and Calhoun poshed on annexation, and coaxed Riichit' 
The Richmond Elnquirer and Calhoun's Charleston organ became more and more hannonioas 
and united ; and on the month of the Convention, Ritchie gravely rebuked Blair ihr ceDsming 
Calhoun, and told his iiriends that the Calhoun wirt^ were with them, and that th^ had the 
same views. Ritchie said, that Clay was ** an eiecUoiieering demagogue, and wouki prove an 
arrant dictator," and that Texas must be had now, and not waited for 70 years. Before the 
Convention net, Heiss's paper, the NaahviUe Union, plainly fbretokl tfmt Polk wookt be 
chosen there, not as Vice President, but as President, although no public journal or meetiitf 
In the Republic had named him for the latter office. When the Convention met, Ritchie 9 
son, William F., was elected its principal secretary, and Virginia and Tennessee went O0^ 
dially together for the rule that two4hin& of its votes would be reouired to secure a nomina- 
tion, thus defeating Van Buren's nomination at the first ballot Vusinia [Ritchie], Tennesne 
rPolk], Mississippi [Walker] and Georgia, went together steadily during the first seven bal- 
lots, for Cass, not giving Van Buren a single vote. On the 8th ballot, Tennessee left Cass for 
^ Polk, and in the middle of ffie 9th, the N. Y. dslegaliai gave way, the farce doaed, and the 
vote for Polk was unanimous { The result was, that altnoqgh Jackson was wajmlv attacfaed 
to Blair he had to make way for Polk's friends—and the printingof Congress, whicn a cots' 
pany of mechanics offered to do, as well as Ritchie does it, and §99,000 a.jrear cheaper, was 
the fit reward of die intrtgaes of die Nashville Union, and his new partner of the Richnumd 
finmiirer. Wis there a bargain 1 bit even probable that Jackson really desired the ele^oo 
of van Buren 1 Polk knew that Ritchie was an original enemy of Jackson's claims, bot be 
also knew his iniluence in Virginia. He seems to nave agreed with the principal, Ritchie, 
and the agent, Virginia, fbliowed ofcoune. If noone haigained ton a rewud, it is naxvel- 
loos how they all got it. Polk had the ¥niitB House; RHeUe and HeiM the print^; 
Woodbury, the Bench ; Cave Johnson, the Post-office; Bancroft, the Navy: Marcy, the War 
office : GKllet, [anti-Cass] the R^^isteiBhip; Butftr, his old berth ; Mason (ftom lyier's ctfs- 
net), the Attorn^ Generalship. Tyler gave his influence, as president of Oe U. S. and Toaa 
was annexed. The Van Buren section wanted Coddington for Collector here : but die Marcy 
section, with the aid of Hoyt's letters, (about the opportone appearance of whieii there is yat a 
secret untold,) put in Lawrence. The scheming at Baltimore, in the ConventioD, began wi» 
prayar and praise ; after which the clergyman, with very good taste, read to them tlie lOiat 

I would advise some acdve and honest editor to take a Hat of like CbRiaetttiOB and coi^ 
91 arilh Folk and Waited appnfmmntta, with tfm Banes «f «he Afoeaors of the pet ' 
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with the N. Y. Custom House, b^iiming with Peter Crawford, and with Oliver Lee & Co. 
pet bankers, Buffiilo, and if he does not obtain presumptive proof of a base and mercenary 
bargain to elect James K. Polk, and of the imfilmem of its personal and pecuniary condi- 
tions, too, I shall be inost agreeably mistaken. 

Those who have known William L. Marcy long and well, assure me, and I believe it, 
^ that he is an adroit, managing man— more so, perhaps, than Van Buren ; cautious, but un- 
der no control of principle. In the War Department Marcy expects to make a fortune (for 
somebody), out of the vast contracts and patronage in his gift He went into the scheme of 
Canadian annexation — advised his fhends on the frontier — was privy to his wife's brother's 
junction Uriih us at Navy Island — on the very best terms with certain influential Canadians 
— came to Buffalo during the troubles in January, 1838, and spoke strongly in favor of the go- 
ahead policy to certain friends of the Canadians. Walworth and CrosweU, and Porter, (then 
Register), took the same view. When Van Buren saw that the aflairwas a foilure, or likely 
so to be, he advised Marcy, Croswell, &c., to wheel about, and they did so. The British par- 
liamentary papers show tnat Marcy hired emissaries, and was really active in procuring iilfor- 
mation for the Canadian authorities, and the Journal of Commerce rightly saia, Jan. 10, 1838, 
" We have the best authority for stating, that there is a eood underttanding in regard to the 
Canada troubles, between the cabinet at Washington and the British minister," Fox. In his 
present position, in case of war, there wouki be a suspension of cash payments, the banks 
would lend their woitiJess paper to the government, and live in clover— the war bureau would 
be the leading department of the admin&ration— the influence of its head would be immense; 
and he might look with sood hope to the reversion of Polk's chair, although I am told he flatters 
Wa&er and Polk, by tdling them that war would assuredly secure it either to the one or the 
other. The Sut^-Treasury, ifvxrrked again, Sknft/aikwn, would be a real gold mine. 

On the 6th of September, 1843, a state ConvenUon met at Sjrracuse ,W. L. Marcy, president 
— 79 for Marcy, 40 ibr Young. The plan was, to name at once, 34 delegates, to represent the 
Stale at Baltimore in the Presidential convention, and it was Marcy's wish to have a majority 
of them conqposed of politicians whom he could control, so as to appear to support Van Buren, 
but in reality to go for the candidate who would pay beat— say for Cass ; or for Polk, if Cass 
proved unavailable. Failing to get that majority, Marcy was dropt as one of the State dele- 
gates^ and Young taken. A committee to choose delegates was appointed, and the choice of a 
oelegate for each congressional district left to the member of that committee for that district. 
Oliver Lee, the Buffido [Polk petl banker, Erastus Coming. Daniel S. Dkkinson, J. W. Brown. 
Henry K. Smith, John C. Wright, Nathan S. Roberts of die canals Thomas B. Mitchell, and 
John Stryker, were, I believe, strong Marcy delegates ; but when the 36 assembled at Baltimore, % 
B. F. Butler and Samuel Young headed the Van Buren section, and thev were the most nutne- 
roos ; that cause alone is stated to have prevented Marcy and his friends from giving the vote of 
New York to Cass on the 7th ballot which, with the influence it would have earned, would have 
secured to Cass the nomination. On the eighth ballot, Georgia, Tennessee, the Bancroft sec- 
tion c^ the Massachusetts delegation, Woodbury's imerest {^ew Hampshire), Walker's folks 
(Mississippi), and two from Pennsylvania (personal friends of Buchanan) went for Polk—on 
the 9th, all paities took him up : and Calhoun's men, Pickens and Elmore, who were in the 
secret, played their parts in the drama, eoing heartily (not a doubt of it) for " Polk and Texas, 
Texan scrip, and down with liberty and the ways ol seventy-six.'* 

The New Yoric delegation, so far as the Croswell, Marcy, and Dickinson section were con- 
cerned, are generally believed to have desired to throw Van Buren overboard, and to have 
aecretlv canvassed against him, and told other members of the Convention, that so much could 
be saia to his discredit, that if nominated, ail would be a failure, and New York State lostf 
which was probably true. Why did Butler and the majority, on the opposite side, prevent the 
nomination of Cass from Michigan, and call forward Polk, whom his editor, Heiss, knew and 
had already amiounced as the nominee, though he was 700 miles distant 1 In May, 1844, Dr. 
Beekman, banker, Kinderhook, a friend of van Buren, and now a senator, was on a visit to 
Albany ; and he reported on his return, that Marcy, Dickinson, and CrosweU were undermin- 
ing him and deserting his camp. Van Buren wrote to Butler immediately, and the latter set 
off on his well known nussion to Nashville, armed with instractions to tickle Jackson's vanity, 
by asking him to come forward a third time as a candidate, and thus preserve th£ party 
fh)m ruin. This he well knew that Jackson would not do ; but the Boston Post, as instructed, 
declared that his health, just then, had not been so robust for years ; and in the Convention, 
May 28^ a member proposed him, but it did not take. Van Buren's retreat could not be thus 
covered. At Nashville, a secret arrangement was made, that if Van Buren could not be 
nominated, Polk should be, in preference to Cass. Is this tne reason why Butler was appoint- 
. ed to a $20,000 office here, by Polk, the moment he had the power 1 What is the tenure by 
which he now holds it 1 Butler, in convention, wanted to take the lead in proposing Polk, 
when the time had come to drop Van Buren, out Hubbard was before him ; and the man 
whom Jones, a whig, had defeated in Tennessee, at the then next previous election for go- 
vernor, by a plurality of 3^^ out of 11^781 votes, thus locame President of the Union, with- 
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ont even a township nomination, and in the teeth of instnictions by 16 fltate conventioiis to 
support another. "V^ Baren never got over 12 voles from the whole of the slave states, lik. 
irigae had been his element, and his own pupils now outshone their master. 

The Democratic Review for June looked (as a last resource) to a jungtion of the free north 
and west, and She abjuration of the slaveholders, if no bargain could be made with thenL The 
reader will at once see that Butler, and notthe Regent (O'Sullivan), must have been the writer ' 
of the following paragraphs, which are by AUTHoam' : 

" It is possible, very possible, that he [Van Buren] ma3r not be nominated— that many of his 
" own personal frienos within its (the Baltimore Convention's) members, not loving Caesar less 
" but Rome more, may be the first to cast a reluctant and sorrowful vote against his name. If 
" die Convention should come to the conclusion, on a broad survey of the lohoU ground, that 
" the influence of this new question [Texas] is really and truly such as to destroy or endan^ 
"the hope of his election— that any other candidate, worthily ftilfQling the condition of bemg 
** a true and trusty democrat, can bring more favorable auspices into the contest with the coro;> 
"mon foe— be it so. Though we have never before assumed the right to speak por Mr. 
** Van Buren, yet on this occasion and this point we do not hesitate to assert, that be 
" will himself, in that event, be found foremost among the first, and truest among the true, in 
" support of the decision of Ine Convention." 

The writer next specially addresses the slave states, THE SOUTH, telling them the conse- 
quences that would follow their denation from the decision of the party, when delivered at 
Baltimore. These are his words : 

S:^ " Why, there will be a burst of indignation from the NORTH for which you are little 
j:^ prepared. They will abjure yon and your capricious, ip not trsacbirous alliance, and 
X^ leave yon to sustain yourselves by yourselves, against all the fonns of foreign attack, 
X^ which will thefl be a thousand fold multiplied and embittered. No son of yonrs need 
f;^ then indulge a vain aspiration for that high honor for which the votes of Northern Demo- 
j^ cracy are threefold more necessary than those of Southern Chivalry. The great free 
Hf North and the great free West wiu then take the matter of President-making into their 
i::^ own steadier and trustier hands." « 

On the 33d of April, 1844, in the correspondence of the N. Y. Evening Post, I find it re- 
marked, that " If the cause of our disasters, as many of our best and most constant advocates 
of republicanism seem to think, is the want of f:^ new name at the head of our ranks,Xl 
we are willing, as individuals, to abandon our first choice, and to rally with equal ardor to the 
' standard of Cass, Johnson, or anybody else." 

Judge Douglass of Illinois has recently proclaimed the iinpoitant &ct, that the Texas and 
Oregon resolution adopted at Baltimore, was drawn up by R. J. Walker, and offered to the 
Convention by his brother adventurer, Benjamin F. Butler, as one of their claptraps for 
President making. Van Buren opposed to Texas, and his man, Butler, taking the lead for it ! 
The Resolution is in these words : 

" Resolved^ That our title to the whole of the territory of Oregon is clear and unquestionable ; 
that no portion of the same ought to be ceded to England or any other power ; and that the 
reoccupation of Oregon, and the re-annexation of Texas, at the earliest practical period, are 
great American measures, which this Convention recommends to the cordial support of the 
democracy of the Union." 

Looking at the corrupt and mercenary character of Butler, we ask the reader if his position 
as district attorney here, is not presumptive evidence that when he thus shifted round to oecome 
Walker's catspaw, there was an understanding, the conditions of which Polk hastened to falfil 1 
Walker was v an Buren's most determined enemy at Baltimore ; Butler hisprofessedly 
warmest friend. He went to Baltimore with Young, to oppose annexation. Why did he 
there become Polk's organ for denouncing as traitors all who would not consent to it ? 
Walker vehemently denounced Van Buren because he durst not go for annejoition. Why did 
he propose to the Convention that Silas Wright, who professed Uie very same creed as Van 
Buren, and had voted against annexation in the senate, should be the candidate for Vice 
President 1 and why did the knaves, who had voted down Van Buren on that score, vote up 
Wright at Walker's nod 1 Was there any principle there ? Butler's resolution on Texas, as 
adopted, implied a censure on Benton, Wright, and Van Buren, for not going straight with 
thepartyl 

Tne understanding, when Polk left Nashville, was, that Flagg, our Comptroller, should be 
put at the head of the treasury; but Walker and others influenced him so that he decided 
that the member of the cabinet for N. Y. should be Marcy, for the denartment of war. 
Marcy, I am well informed, is much more jpractical than Bancroft, whom ne manages, and 
thus controls in a large degree, the navy, fie may out-general Van Buren yet, although it is 
but a lottery. He was re-elected governor of this state in Nov., 1836, with nearly 3,000 
majority. In the winter of 1837, the party were omnipotent. Nine months afler they were 
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entirely routed. £. Lamed, Maicy's relative, is president of one of the copper companies on 
Lake Superior. They are all in Marcy's department He also locates the lauas. S. C. 
Frey, a hrother-in-law of Mr. Calhoun, a late M. C. from Mass. wrote me last Nov., that 
vhen the insurrection broke out in Canada, in 1837, Mr. Wills, senator from St. LaviTcnce 
county, was requested to see Gov. Marcy on the subject ; that he did so, and immediately 

wrote to Morristown to — , " Tell your Canadian friends that they may rest assured 

that Gov. Maicy will interfere no farther than the laws of the country compel him, and that 
they have his best wishes for their success." " Witli the example of neutrality law, as admin- 
istered in the case of Texas, and Jackson's unmeaning proclamations [Frey writes me] we 
interfered ; but soon found that our rulers were far more anxious to extend the area of slavery 
than that of freedom ; and that our laws had one aspect and operation on the banks of the St. 
Lawrence, and quite another on the borders of slave-freeing Mexico." When the time 
comes, Mr. Marcy and his friends will have facts that may be as inconvenient to hear, as if 
given now. ' 

George Bancroft, like Marcy, has "principle in proportion to his interest." A northern 
man, he set up for Congress in 1834, with fln address to suit the meridian of Massachusetts, 
of which a sample follows : 

'* Slaves are capital ; the slaveholder is a capitalist Free labor will be the first to demand 
the abolition of slavery ; capital will be the la^t to concede it We would not interfere with 
the domestic r^ulations of New Orleans or Algiers, but we may demand the initarU abolition 
of the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and should asdst free labor to recover its rights 
in the capital of the country. ♦ • • ♦ GEORGE BANCROFT." 

Bancroft was formerly a schoolmaster, his associate being Josrah G. Cogswell of N. Y., he 
was originally much opposed to Jackson, but conformed, as ne did at Baltimore, and now does 
in the Folk cabinet. He is a sensible speaker, but no orator ; and srock to Van Buren till 
matters were otherwise arranged. His best peribnnance is his history. In his eulogy on Old 
Hickory, delivered at Washington, he offered a specimen of anti-climax, thus : 

" And Jackson returned to his own fields and his own pursuits, to cherish his own planta- 
tion; to care for his servants; to look after bis stud.^ 

Only five entire states, Maine, New Hampshire, Ohio, New York, and Missouri, voted 
against the two-third rule. It was evident that VHn Buren waa believed to be odious among 
the peo])le, evervwhere ; yet, had Ritchie said the word. Van Buren would have had the 
nommation, such is the power of leaders to combine for the spoils, in Che way that willpro- 
mote their interest. Walker was strong against Van Buren; andRantoui, whomlyler 
wanted to make secretary of the treasury, spoke against Butler, and for the two-thirds. Mar- 
cy said little, but set others forward. Van Buren got 146 votes at first ^d went down gradu- 
ally to 99. M'Nulty, the ex-clerk of Congress, was strong for Van 6uren. Frazer of Pa., 
who was in Buchanan's confidence, canvassed and made speeches for Polk : and Cave John- 
son announced for Blair and Rives that they would go for the nominee, be he who he might. 
Senator Allen, of Ohio, S. Medary, B. Tappan, Jacob Brinkerhoff, and Dr. Alex. Duncan, 
were for V. B. Senators Hannegan [the son of an Irish emigrant], and Haywood, were for 
Cass. In replv to Walker, Butler said " he was very sorry, indeed, to find his friends, Messrs. 
Walker, of Mississippi, and Saunders, of N. Carolina, referring to the precedent of 1840 ; the 
log-cabin, hard cider, coon huntmg precedent of 1840. He could stamp them under his feet 
(be was understood to say, stamping violently on the floor as he spoke;." Walker rejoined 
that Butler's was the finest specmien of tall vaulting he had seen of a long time. Walker, in 
1840, Was a Van Buren dele^te to Baltimore. 

I was present at a ]arge meeting in the Park, N. Y., on June 4th, to respond to the nominap 
tion of Polk and Dallas, and heard a letter from Van Buren read, which nad been addressed 
to Gansv. Melville and others, from lindenwald, June 3, 1844 : 

SJr*< I have known Mean. Polk and Dallas long and intimately. I have had firequent 
Ulr opportunities for personal observation of Uieir comuct in the discharge of high and respon- 
|[^sible public duties. The latter has by my appointment represented the country abroad 
f^ with credit and usefulness ; they are Ixith gentlemen possessed of high character ; of un- 
f^ questioned and unouestionable patriotism and integrity ; able to discnarge the duties of the 
f^ stations for which mey have been respectively nominated, with advantage to the country, 
Ulr and honor to themselves. Concurring with them in the main, in the political principles 
f:lr by which their public lives have been hitherto distinguished, I am sincerely desirous for 
^^ their success." 

At a similar meeting held in Fancuil Hall, Boston, Mr. Btf|crofi said : that man who would 
agree to a mean submission to England, as to Oregon, fa him turn aside and not vote 
for Polk^-that as to Texas, Polk would not be found a lackey, taking his cue from St. 
James's; that there would be no war with Mexico; and that the convention "looked with one heart 
to Young Hickory of Tennessee. Startlinx was the effect when the delegation from Ma ine an- 
nounced its vote for James K. Polk I Cneering, most cheering followed the plumper from 
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Kev HampiUre. And then, ere the final remit was annoiineed,caflie the nnanjmww mte 

'" sachaaau, and in wccewion, the nnantmnos vote cf efqy gtate." Genfral Cas's — 

I Georgia and Alabama is aocoonted for br a reference to his efibrts to harass the 



of MaMtachusetts, and in sncceflsion, the nnanimons vote atetery state." General Cass's soc- 
ceaft in Georgia and Alabama is aocoonted for by a reference to his efibrts to harass the poor 
Indians. Half the Globe of March 31, 1034, is &led with his strktnres on the SopemeOonit 



for iu honest decision of the Georgia question. He coodtides. ** First, that ciriliaed i 
munities have a ri^ lo take possession of a coantry, inhabited bjr barbarous tribes^ id as- 
some jurisdiction over them, and to * combine within narrow Umila/ or, in other woids^ to ap> 
•oropruite to their own use, such portion of the Territory, as (hey think proper. Second, that 
m the exercise of this right, such communities are the judges of the ezlentof jurisdiction to be as- 
sumed, and of Territory to be acquired." He then argues, that this power of judging reals with 
the States, the legislatures of which may subject Indians, who have not yielded op their sove- 
reignty, to what laws they please. As Van Burea was of Jackson's opinion, and as Jackson, 
Butler. WoodbuiT, and ail the cabinet were of one mind (for so saidi Cass), the removal of the 
Cherokees, and tne bloodhounds set upon the Seminoles was surely glory enough ! The In* 
dians were driven westward, just a hundred years from the time when John Wedey had land- 
ed at Savannah, a missionary of Christ to convert them. That teacher of teachexs got a lesson 
there. A iB^and jury of the colonists indicted him as a law-breaker, and the magistrates pro* 
nounced hin departure a flight from justice ! Ninety years after, and with the express per- 
mission of the Fresident of the United States, Samuel A. Worcester went to preach to these 
Indians, was arrested for so doing, ordered for four years to the penitentiary of Georgia, and 
only released when the Supreme Court of the Union had, through Mr. Justice McLeaini excel* 
lent and lo^^ical argument and decision, pronounced a barbarous law and the action thereon, 
null and void. 

Colonel Yotmg, at Baltimore, was true to Van Buren, and opposed the canvass for Polk 
as long as he could. A letter from a friend at the Convention, to n» friend here, says, ** CoL 
*' Young is quite in a rage, and even hints that the friends of the other candidates nave con- 
" spired to defraud V. B. Every deksate from Pennsylvania was pledged under hand and 
*' seal to vote for V. B., but several of the most active of them visited Buchanan previously, 
" at Washington, who told them to support a motion that would be made for a two-third rule, 
" and after that do as they pleased. Twelve oat of five^and-twenly did so, and when V. B.'s 
** day had gone past, srrangements were made to bring forward the Texan candidate. Yoimg 
" declares that Cass, Calhoun, Woodbury, Walker, and even Johnson, are among the oont- 
** spiratoTH ; and that the democratic platform, of fidelity to instructions, is knocked (ram under 
** our feet, uie party cleft in twain, and Texas and its abominations, tied round our necks like 
** a millstone. Texas is to be acqtiired by propagandlsm and incorporation, the principles 
** which drove Europe into arms against the amoitious and reckless ^irits in the French ra- 
** public. By encoura^ement,^secret sometimes, avowed when it was thought best, Italy, 
" Switzerland, the RhCish provinces, the Tvrol, Belgium, Ac. were induced to revolt against 
*' the existing powers. Tyranny used the form and sacred name of liberty to induce theae 
** countries to exchange one set of masters for another — the imperial decree went forth, and 
" liberty and annexation, of the true Texan stamp, went hand in hand. Where are an- 
" nexing principles to terminate 1 At Cape Homi Al the north polel ffliall we annex 
" Cuba, St. Domingo, Jamaica, the whole west Indies, en passant, with slavery as a sort of 
" shade or veil to liberty's brightness, and all to uphold our ' peculiar institutions 1' If we try, 
" I fear that the example or Prance will keep good throughout." Young's passion cooled. 
He headed the electoral ticket which gave the votes of N. Y. to Polk and Dallas, and they 
owe to New York not only their nomination, but also their election ; nor could Van Buren, in 
^836, have been elected without New York. He richly deserved his fate in 1840 and '44. 

Van Buren's friend. O'Sullivan. in the party journal here, the Democratic Review, let the 
cat out of the bag, ana confessed that the leaders considered public virtue t^ all a humbug 
I quote the number for April. 1843 : ** Since the election of 1840, we have pretty much ceased 
" to speak of, or confide in, the » intelligence of the people.' . . . We confess we could 
*' haxoly forbear exclaiming in vexation and contempt, ' well, after all, nature will out ; the 
" poor devils, if we but let them alone, will make cattle of themselves, and why should we 
" waste our time and substance in trying to hinder them from making themselves cattle V 
<' . . . If we wish to secure to ourselves and our posterity the blessings of freedom and 
'* good government, we must procure stronger guarantees than popular sumtige and popular 
*' virtue and intelligence. . . . Suflrage rests for its basis, as a guarantee of freedom and 
"good government, on the assumed intelligence and virtue of the people. Now this may be 
" very bcamiftil in theory, but when we come to practice, this viituc and intelligence or the 
*' people is all a humbug" When the election of Polk and Dallas had put our slanderers into 
power again, their Bemew wheel^iround, and hoisted up the millions from their place with the 
cattle to the old perfectional standRd of 1899. ^ 

A brief sketch of the life of George Mifflin Dallas of Philadelphia would induce many 
readers to conclude like me, that what is called democracy, the democratic party, is, so frir 
OS most of the leaden or chieA are oonoemad, an agreement to hunt togather after public 
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plunder, or to divide it among the initiated when obtained, bjr a sort of scale i 
on. Dallas, the chamnion of the tJ. S. bank in 1832, was Van Buren's choice, as amb»».«Mn 
to Russia, in 1837, ana the selection of the leaders at Baltimore, in 1844, for Vice President (k 
the U. S., with the cry of eternal hostility to a National Bank ! If I cannot put such men to 
shame, I can and dare express for their mean conduct that contempt which a true republican 
ought to feel. 

George M. Dallas was bom on the 10th of July, 1793, at Philadeli^a— is the eldest son of 
Ale3ranaer James Dallas, a lawyer of Scotch extraction or birth, who came to America in 
1783, became Secretary of the U. S. Treasury last war, died in Jan. 1817, and is spoken of by 
Col. Duane as artful, ambitious, one of the worst of the public men of that age. "Wliile at 
the head of the Treasurer, Oct. 17, 1814. he thus describes the effect of the pet bank ^ratem, 
which, equally aware of its vidousness, his son Geoige and M. Van Buren united in 1834, to 
re-establish. 

"The mnlCipUcation of baoki In the aevezal states has so Increased the qnantlty of paper currency, that It 
" would be dlfflcnlt to calcalate its amoant ; and still more dlfRcult to ascertain Its Talue, with reference to the 
** capital on which it has been Issued. Bat the benefli of even this paper cumney is In a great nennira loet, 
** at the mispenilon of payments in specie at most of the banks has snddenly brolce the chain of acconunodatioo* 
** that previously extended the credit and the clrcnlation of the notes which were emitted in one stale into 
** every state in the Union. It may in general be affirmed, therefore, that there exists at this time no adeqaate 
«' eircnlatinx medinm common to the citizens of the tJnlted States. The monled tmnsactlons of private lift are 
•*ata stand; and the fiscal opeintions of pivenunent labor nvder extreme ineonveBlenee. It is impoesible 
•« that sQch a state of thtofs ahoald be long endared.*' 

With the above official statement, addressed to J. W. Eppes, chairman of the Ways and 
Means in Congress, he sent the plan of a new National Bank as the remedy, and lus plan 
was, 1st, that it shotud be chartered for 90 years, with power to place its branches anywhere 
through Ae states, 50 millions capital, 100,000 shaies of $900 each— dd, that corporationa, 
companies or individuals might subecribe Ibr 30 millions, and the United States government 
be a parmer, holding SO millions of the stock— 3d, that of the 30 millions, £our-lkfths, or fH 
millions, should be paid in certificates of public debt, and 6 millions in specie, the payments to 
be at stated period»-Hlth, that the U. S. should pay its 20 miilions in stock, (obligations to pay 
at some future time,) and the bank lend the Umted States government 30 noillions of dollars at 
6 per cent interest !--6th, that neither the capital, the notes, nor the deposites or dividendfl 
should be taxed, either by the U. S. or any state, and that no other bank shonld be chartored If 
Congress— 6th, that there shoukl be 15 directors, of whom the President of the U. S. ahookl 
choose five, one of whom to be the bank president and the ten to be chosen ammiUr by the 
other stockholders, voting in proportion to their shares, by proxy or in person— and Tth, that 
Uie bank paper should be a good payment in all paymente to t}ie United e^fOes. At the same 
time, Mr. Dallas proposed a tax of 30 cents a gaUon on all home listiUBd trhiskey, gin, Aa, 5 
cents per lb. on toracco and snuff, 3 cents per id. on home made leather, 7 per cent on homo 
made paper, $300,000 on lawyers' processes, $960,000 on convi^ances and mortgages, and 
100 per cent addition to the U. S. direct taxes, as the Customs revenues, which even a Jesse 
Hoyt could not reduce below ten millions, did not exceed four in war times. I mention tkwae 
things to remind the prosperous that a war now would be their greatest enemy. 

George M. Dallas was taught law by his lather, went to Rusnkas Albert Gallatin's secretary 
in April, 1813, in his Slst year, married Miss Nicklin, the daughter of a Philadelphia meiw 
chant, and was appointed in Feb. 1817, Solicitor to the United States Bank. In 18Si4, he went 
fi)r Calhoun as President— was mayor of Philadelphia in 1828, and in 1829 appointed by Jad^ 
son the U. S. District Attorney for Pennsylvania, the legislature of which sent him to the U. 
S. Senate in 1831. In 183S he was entrusted by Nicholas Biddle with the petition of the U. S. , 
Bank fiir a new charter for 15 years, which charter he reported, as rhairmaa of the Senate's' 
committee, and was throughout its unwearied and willing advot^ate. He declared the institution 
to be very useful, even indispe7uable~^he made many speeches in its fetvor, affirming, Jan. 90. 
that the bank was '* enacted under the influence of the purest motives, for admirable purpoBes.'' 
He voted with Clay and Webster to put down a proposition requiring the consent of^the States 
to the establishment of branch banks— he voted against Benton's amendment which went to pre- 
vent foreigners from holding stock— and against Marey's reserving to Congress the right to 
repeal the charter, and to the states to tax the bank; also against White's requiring the bank to 
pay 3 per cent on deposits. The bill passed June 11th, Dallas voting for it July 10, Jackson 
vetoed the bill, and declared it unconstituticmal ; but with Clay and Webster, Dallas, on the 
13th, voted against the veto, and that the bill was constitutional and ought to pass. W. Wil* 
kins, his brother-in-law, voted with him ; and on July 7. 1836, he wrote his memofaUe letter, 
in mich he said : " Of the Constitational power of the National Qovesmment to create a eank 
I did not then, nor do I now eniertain a dauU, Of the ability ^|k>ngress to create such ▲ bank 
as would be a safe machine of finance and a serviceable agl^Hi preserving a sound curren- 
cy, I THEN was, and still am, convinced." His opposition to me scheme for oonvertinip the U. 
8. Bank into a State Bank, evinced great judgment and liofKight £ven the United States 
Gaaette now condemns that act As a State Bank it aoa^ to monopolize the cotton trade of 
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the aonth, and fafled It obtained the state atoeks of Micfaican and Indiana, and pledged them 
in London for more than thev were worth. " The United States Bank, by a suspension of 
specie payments, had forfeited its charter. Its effects were aboat to pass into the hainds of Re- 
ceivers, when a Van Boren Governor [Porter] and Seaate interposed, and not only saved its 
life and legalized a protracted suspension, but allowed the stockjobbers to receive dividends 
while the Bank waspapng its debts in irredeemable paper !" So saith Weed. The Schuyl- 
kill failed at the same time, and such was the moraktif of the legislature and Gov. Porter, that 
they allowed the Pennsylvania banks to divide 6 and 7 per cent as profits, when they were 
openly bankrupt If the misery caused to thousands by the sinking of 36 millions of capital 
in the SchuylkiU and U. S. Banks could be seen by the people, no such departures from the 
laws of trade and currency would again be allowed. 

The Baltimore Convention which nominated Polk and Dallas resolved, that they were op- 
posed to the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands amonj^ the states. On July 3d, 
1833, in Senate, Dallas and his brother-in-law, Wilkins, voted for Clay's bill to distribute the 
proceeds of the public lands among the states, and that not by instructions, but as their nnbi- 
aased opinion. Clay, Ewing, Bell, Webster, Frelinghuysen, Poindcxter, and Dickeraon were 
on the same side, and the bill passed. So, too, on Internal Improvements, Dallas went with 
Clay in 1832, against Benton, van Buren and Jackson— and, in 1837, Van Buren made him 
his Russian apioassador, offered him a seat in his cabinet in 1839, and in 1844 wrote to the 
citizens of New York, that he approved of him as the candidate of the anti-bank party for the 
office of Vice-President ! In 1833, Wolf appointed Dallas attorney-general of Pennsylvania. 
In Senate, in 1833, Dallas voted against inquiring into Van Buren's conduct and in favor of 
his appointment as ambassador to England. To be true to Van Buren and his coDfederates^ 
and able to serve the leaders, was the red test in 1837, and something aftiii to it is the test now. 
The decision Dallas gave, as Vice-President, in March, 1845, that those who framed the law 
for paying mileage to senators intended to place it in the power of the President of the U. S., 
by calling a new session of the Senate to-morrow, as a successor to that which dosea tcxiay, to 
pay the senators over S30,000 for travelling numv thousand miles to and from Washington, 
when not one of them had left the city or travelled the first mile, was so iniquitous that I set 
him down at once as little better than a cheat in democratic politics. When the session termi- 
nated, March 3, he decided that the senators, not aae of vrhaoi had left Washington, were en- 
tided to mileage or travelling charges to and from their homes, however distant, though the 
new ezeeutiye sitting began within ten hours of the close of the old ! ! Such outrageous con- 
duct encourages men in leas elevated stations to act dishonestly. Aakley of Ark. g& $1680— 
BaiTOW of La., Sl840-nJohnson, ^1840— Sevier of Ark., S1^80— Atchuon of Mo., $1336— 
Breeae and Semnle of Bis.. $1480 each— Jamagin of Tenn., $1300— Woodbridge of Mich., 
$903— Bagby and Lewis or Ala!; $960 each— ^and so on for the others. Had this man not 
been a profligate pretender, he had not received the support of Van Buren. I think it was one 
of Bennett's Uerald corre^xmdents who exposed this iniquity in detail. He stated that Daniel 
C. Dickinson, not satisfied with receiving pay for two journeys never performed, tried hard to 
be paid for three ! How painful it is to have to wntc in this way of a man who was voted 
for by millions of men as the V. P. of the republic i 

V« P. Dallas is an excellent speaker, a man of prepossessing and dispiified deportment, and 
winning, courteous manners; and has the reputation of being a goon scholar. He is tall, 
^are, and has an intellectual look, with a high, narrow forehead, thickly covered with long 
silvery locks. 

THOMAS RITCHIE. 
The Editor of The Unions at Washington, is about seventy years of age— tall, thin, spare, and 
nuher bent— has a long, thin fiice, with a fine, bright eye, and a veiy prominent nose, but has 
lost his teeth. His gait is quick, restless, and somewhat tremulous; he is neat in his dress; 
fond of talking, and unwearied in industiy ; possesses tact, talent, great knowledge c^ men 
and things ; is a lively old gentleman, affable, courteous, polite; an editor of 43 years' stand- 
ing, having commenced the Richmond Enquirer in his native state, on the 19th of May, 1804, 
and left it with his sons, WiUiam F. and Thomas Ritchie, Junior, in the summer of 1844, when 
he removed to Washington to take charge of Polk's new paper. Mr. Ritchie entered active 
life as a teacher or usher in Richmond, was married on the 7th of February, 1807, to Miss Isa- 
bella, daughter of Dr. WiUiau^Viush^e, sometime postmaster of Richmond, and who died in 
1824, aged 75. In 1807, Rit^^was an enthusiastic advocate of home manufactures. That 
year, in December, Mr. MorHr and family returned to Richmond from abroad, and at a Vir- 
ginia Welcome given to him, the governor being in the chair, the sixth r^[ular toast was, 
^* American ManufiLCtures, the tme suppoirt of genuine indepeDdflnoe"-HPBoeiyed with thne 
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eheen. Next first of Jnney a meednff was held at the capitol, Richmond, the governor preaid- 
ingj and Ritchie secretary ; when his (Ritchie's) fkther-in-kw proposed that a committee should 
be named " to digest a plan for the establishment of manofiictures," and the governor named 
the late President Monroe, William Wirt, Peyton Randolph, George Hay, ice The meeting 
also resolved with one accord to appear at the next 4th ot July dressed in articles the mann- 
&cture of some of the states. In 1839,'Ritchie and his Enquirer had veered roond to a nullifi- 
cation of protecting tariffi— now he is for just enough of a tarifi'to keep the wheels of govern^ 
ment well greased. Mr. Ritchie's family is large and well educated, and his daughters are 
married into wealthy and respectable Virginia families. I can easily imagine the immense in- 
fluence which an active, energetic politician, all life and soul^ all bone and sinew, would exer- 
cise over an agricultural people he had been intimate with for half a century, by refisrring to 
the position I found myself m, some ten years ago, thon^ on a for leas extensive theatre of 
action. 

Ritchie has alwavs been what is called a democrat, but of the truckling, time-servinfif kind. 
Leggett told him, through the Evening Post, that he was a political hypocrite and trickster- 
John Randolph, that he was a man of "seven principles: five loaves and two fishes"— the dder 
Duane (Sept 1816) described him as the " sell-convicted sycophant and toolof party"— Brooks 
of the Express represents him as a very able, but narrow, contract selfish bigot— and Horace 
Greeley (June 3, 1845,) sums up -his politics aa follows : 

** When it WM Demoemtie to anaii Gen. Jaclaon u ntteriy nitfit for OItII or FoUUeal tratt, no nan Mniled 
hfan mora fiercely than Thomas Ritchie. Bat wben« a Aw yean thereafter, It becane Democratic to commend 
Gen. Jackson as the paraxon of Statesmanship and tmstworthinesa, no man laid it on thicker than Thomas 
Ritchie. In 1828, It was Itemocratlc to advocate One Term only for a President, and Mr. Ritchie was very 
earnest for that. In 1833 and 1840, it was Democratic to support a President for a Stcend term, and Mr. Ritchie 
did his almost on that side. In '99-30, it was Democratic to advocate the Nnllifying doctrines of Galhoon and 
Hayne, and declare them the very eoonterpart of * the Resolations of *8e,' and Mr. Ritchie did this very 
thorooghly. In 1832-3, it was Democmtle to oMi^Mm Nnllitloatlon as ntteriy Inconsistent with orthodox De* 
noGiacy, and Mr. Ritchie did tkU qolte eflbetlvely. In 1834-5, It was Democratic to pnlse the Pet Banks Sys- 
tem, and nobody did it more heartily than Mr. Ritchie. In 1838, It had become Democratie to go the whole Hog 
for the Sob-Tkeasory and denoonee the Pet Banks ; and tfaoof h this was the hardest dose he had had yet, Mr. 
Ritchie gulped it down for Democracy's sake. Nobody was more ardent than Mr. R. in support of Van Bnren 
while ' Democracy* smiled on him ; nobody did more to crash Mr. V. B. when Soatbem ' Democracy ' tamed 
against him. Nay, more : onr paragon of Democrats can be on both #ide« of a vital qoestlon at the same time 
when the interests of * Democracy * reqnlre it— can advocate Dorrtsm for the North and stand fkst by Slavery 
in the South— can sympathize with the victims of *Algerlne' tyranny In Rhode Island, but breathe not a 
whisper of dinatis&ction at the Constitation of his own Virginia which not only denies any vote at all to a 
poor white man while It allows his rich neighbor a dosen, but actually vests the PoUtleal Power of the State In 
shout one-thiid of its lisgal Voters.** 

Ritchie can scold, fret, and be as abusive as John Van Buren when he like»— can sneer at 
Noah as " the Swiss mercenary"— mock John Tyler, as being on his return to the path of de- 
mocracy *' now that he knows the whig party" — and hold up Jackson as a tyrant and a mur- 
derer, a curee and a blessing. 

One of his subscribers thus addresses him, Sept. 26, 1838 : 

** I like to show my colors sometimes. I went with you for the gun-boats, and anlnst them, under JeflbrM»« 
and for tbe war, and atalnst the gan«boats, under Madison. I followed you and Jeflbrson against the bank, 
ditto to yoo and Madison when he went for the bank. I read your paper and supported Monroe when yon and 
he went against Jackson, and 1 turned against Adams, tooth and toe-nail ; and went for Jackson when you did 
the like, I loaded my fowllng-pkeoe when they began to talk about light-houses in Oe skies. I went fbr tha 
prodanatton, and against the proclamation in spots, and, alter that, I resolved not to split the party for any- 
V^ing, and swallowed the removal of the depoeiu, tbe protest, the black lines, and last, though not least, Mr. 
Tan Buren and Col. Dick Johnson. But I confess l*m bothered now. I want light, and would Uke to know, 
when it If convenient, whether I must go for principles without men, er men without prindplasl** 

Ritchie has been often chosen printer to the Virginia Legislature, and he pretended great in- 
dependence of office in 1839, becaiise his strictures on Jackson had left little ho^ of his Retting 
anything valuable then in that quarter. His letters, page 214 to 216, show his views for the 
public eye. He is poor, lives in splendor, is a speculator, bets high, though not on General 
Jackson [see page 240], and advocates, through his Union, the turning out of the most upright 
public servants, if diey are not as slavish to paitv and leaders in power as spaniels to the whip. 
" A Benjamin W. Greene of Richmond (says blair's Globe) commenced without any capital 
except his assurance," became a great speculator and jockey, dgdt in Texas lands and eveiy- 
thing ; and when Dabney disappeared, a defaulter for huntfHs of thousands, Greene was 
arrested as having had a lar^ share of the spoil, and sent to jail, but not kept there long. 
Ritchie, his friend, sympathizea with tbe evil-doers ; Mallory, a confederate, was arrested, but 
he, too, had backers. One thing is certain, Ritchie's pecuniary embairassments were in creased 



900 RITCHIE, HIS BN^VIKEB, AND &BNBBAI. ANDftEW JACKSON. 

by these txfUomoia; and his emod at WBshingtoa,li]oe Ifanya, is to patch his pantaloons^ or, 
in other words^ make mooey. br moaopoUzine: the printiii^ or the executive, the depaitments, 
the Senate, and the House ot RepresentativeB: ami chaigine some $50,000 to $75,000 more 
for doing it tiian regular printers, bred to the ousinesB, could fairiy exact. In other wends, he 
and his partner are getting some $65,000 a year, over and above an honest compensation, thai 
being their share (in paxt) of the spoils of party, viththe principlfi of plunder lor its grip and 
coimtersini, as per last settlement at Baltimore. 

When Major Lewis and Mr. Polk quarrelled, Levis had published a letter from Jadcnn 
to him, dated April 8, 1845, which showed that he was much displeased with Polk for dis- 
carding Blair. JQe says, '* The Globe is to be bought ; by what political clique, and to sob- 
serve what interestl Is the renegade politician ♦•••♦♦♦to have an interest 1 Who 
would trust him in politics or lor money %" Some say the seven stars meant Greneral Simon 
Cameron of the Senate : others strangely affirm that it was intended for Thomas Ritchie ! 
One thing is certain. All other prints taken together, scarcely combined half the enmity and 
bitterness toward Jackson that was manifested by Ritchie and his backers through Tbk 
Enquirsr. from the moment they knew that he rJackson] intended to compete with the 
dynasty or Virginia for the imperial purple. [See Burr's letter, No. 296, page Wd.] 

In December, 1818, Jackson was violentlv attacked in the Enquirer as having set the U. S. 
government at defiance in the hist war, and insulted it 

" I do not intend to follow him through the war he conducted against the Creeks in 1813-14. 
I mention the bloody massacre of Talapooze, only to express my srief for it ; shame and 
abhorrence. ♦ • * The historian admits, that the genenl weH knew they had ample 
reason for their des])eration : and the general himself tells the world, in his offiual despatch, 
chat, after ^e pursuit, or rather hunt (literally with fire and sword), and the carnage had con- 
tinued till darkness covered and concealed his miserable victims ; alter he was apjRised, that 
of their thousand warriors not half an hundred remained ; after a whole night to cod and re- 
flect m, the next morning the hunt and slaughter * wete renmed^ and SKctem' (all that eould be 
{owad)y^€fthemtmydam,wk4fkade4mtealedtkefiua^ Yet I will not urge 

that as a peculiar reproach against General Jackson, which I rather lenrd as a stain iqxn 
my count^. History will record that his bloodv deeds were received by nis countrymen with 
general aj^lause, while the clemency of colonel Pearson was regarded with contempt and re- 
sentment. Tndjff sir, AmtrUwh avarice of Indian lands is equal to ^nisk avarice of Indian 
gold/* 

Ritchie next reminds Jackson that he had got a grant from these poor crushed Creeks ; that 
he (Ritchie) was sorry to say that which might affect his [Jackson's] private character, bm 
that the transaction was such*a one as the IT. S. Senate had absolutely refused to sanction. 
He accuses Jackson of wanton tyranny at New Orleans in proclaiming martial law : adding, 
that " The ready resort to violent measures in all situations of difficult is generally me rcffuit 
of weakness of understanding and wickedness of heart combined.** That Jackson " rests his 
defence upon the tyrant's plea, necessity"— but that, " During the arduous struggle of the re- 
" volution, martial law was never once proclaimed. Amidst the distraction ^a civil war. 
^* when refVigees and tones were embodiol in the service of the enemy, and their friends ana 
" kindred dispersed over the country. General Washington, though for a time clothed wiHh al- 
" most dictatorial powers, never proclaimed martial law. When General Green was flying 
" before Lord CornwaUis through the Carolinas, and his enemy was deriving almost as miMh 
" aid from the tories as he could obtain firom the whigs of that country, he yet never proclaimed 
"martial law." 

Ritchie's journal proceeds to accuse Jackson of continuing this extraordinary rule ** daring 
his ninetjr days' tyranny," when war had ceased, and of trampling on the freedom of the press, 
and on the institutions of his country, of insulting a judge on the bench, banishing him, ex- 
posing his fVmction to contempt. ** He demanded [says the Enquirer] leave to abuse and 
vilify the judge \ The written defence he offered, bemg rejected by the court, was printed. I 
should smile at its sophistry, if I were not alarmed at its audacity, and disgusted at the impth 
dence with which he pleads, as his protection from summary punishment, the very consotu- 
tion and laws he had so long and so recklessly trampled under foot : and denies his own plea 
of necessity as a proper foundation fbr the known settled practice or our courts of justice in 
cases of contempt. He was fined a thousand dollars. In the course of the hearing he inteiw 
rupted, Insulted and browbeat the judge on the judgment-seat" The ENauiRSR goes on to 
describe the deaths of Arbuthnot and Ambrister as wanton, cruel, unmanly murders. " Thus, 
sir, has an American officer [Jackson] destroyed the lives of two of his feIlow-<;reatnres, 
widiout any rightful power, without any adequate motive, and with such indecent precipi- 
tancy as hardly to give time foyprayer in the interval between judgment and death. Human- 
ity bleeds at the recital ; and maonal pride sinks in the American heart, oppressed with the 
load of shame and grief. He has abrc^gated the known laws of nations, and promulgated a 
new code of his own, conceived in madness or folly and written in blood ; he has/m fine, 
violated all laws human and divine, and violated them with imponity." 
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On the extracts lust qiioled lirom the Richmond Enquirer, I need offer no remancs— bnt 
any one who will look carefully upon the oonrse taken by Jackson towards Calhoun, must 
be sensible that Ritchie, as the author (or publisher, if some friend of his was the anonymous 
writer^ of them, was, to the hour of Jackson's death, looked upon as his malignant slanderer. 
Yet MessiB. Polk, Walker, Marcy, Cave Johnson, Bancroft and Mason hasten to turn out of 
office a person in whom Jackson rally confided, and to place in his stead Ritchie, whose press 
bad represented him to his countrymen as an inhuman monster, unfit to lire^until his popu- 
larity became boundless, and had then meanly swallowed every o^Sensive and violent expres- 
sion, and become his most fiiwning parasite 1 1 All this Polk and his confederates did, as an 
annoyance and vexation to the old warrior, shortly befinre he breathed his last— and vet they, 
one and all, uplifted the stave to praise Jackson in death 1 1 A strange proof this of their sin- 
cerUv I Hating, like Crawford, the emigrant, as he does, also, seemingly, the New England- 
er, Ritehie supported Crawford and the caucus, with Van Buren In loM ; and said of Jack- 
son, ** We would deprecate his electifm as a curse to our country." This is the dewiocrat (I) 
on whom some SBO,000 to 975,000 a-year are bestowed, by Folk and Walker, and Marcy 
and the party I This is the independent patriot who would not be the hanger-on of power, 
and who disliked to see editors rewarded by and becoming the stipendiaries of the Executive 1 
'Tie a waste of time and words to ask wliat are Ritchie's wishes or principles, for is it not 
evident by his pastcareer, that he is a plauaibla pretender to patriotism, with ait enough to 
keep up appearances bi^ore the people, and ever ready to sell his iniluence to the hiniest 
bidtof [See Noe. 147 a* 179 «, lldb, and 239, in pages 201, 314, Sl5, and 340.] 

Mr. Ritchie's old flienda, tho Virginia planters, breed slaves as an article of commeroe; 
and Texas is a great mart for their unchristian traific : his family and connections are also 
deeply interested in Texan lands and scrip. He was, Uierefore, with Calhoun, readv to risk 
war rather than not add Texan senators to the Senate, and secure the power df slavery 
as omnipotent in the government To his wholesale slanders through Mr. Polk's I7m0», in- 
tended to injure me with the American people, I offer no replv here ; and as to the dreadfU 
tnigedv in which his son was such a con^cuous actor, and wmch resulted in the death t*C 
Mr. Pleasants, he probably could not prevent it, anddoubtlesB suffered much pain from it 

Greene of Richmond, according to l>r. Mayo, page 119, is interested in Texas landsw over 
. $100,000. He is son-in-law to Tl Ritchie, and a bankrupt Of course, annexation will aid 
him powerftilly. The Tribune states, on personal knowledge, that Texas lands, scrips Ac* 
are exercising a powerful influence over the press. 

THE POSTAGE LAW, . 

Though not perfection, is one of the great and, I trust, enduring improvements of die age. 
President Polk has given us Cave Johnson for postmaster-general, whose narrow mind or 
interest in slavery made him oppose that law in Congress. Of his administration I can say 
taut little. Those who ought to know, tell me that there are no adequate checks in his depait- 
ment. Is he the man to devise and apply any suchi When this exodknt measure was at 
its third reading. Colonel McDuffie of S. C.jpale and in bad health, rose to oppose it, because 
it wouM be a burthen on the treasury, and fresident Polk sings the same song in his mes- 
sage. He would '* limit its expenditure to its income." When it was to expend many mil- 
lions to drive the Indians from Florida, for the comfort of the slave-owners, and to risk war 
with Mexico, dkc, by the Texas move ; when it was to pay millions of revenue for armies, 
iisvies, and the apparatus of war, to support the slave system ; in these things Cave Johnson 
and James K. PoDc willin^y assented. Is not intelligence for all, as well worthv a small and 
Wnvoaay protection as the others 1 Is not intelligence a defence 1 Is Dot knowledge power 1 
And it not cheap postage of letten and papers a great means of increnslng knowledge 1 The 
cost of northern postage is almost doubled to pay for carrying the mails to the different localities 
in the south, where few receive or send letters except a few sreat slave-holding families. Our 
postmaster here has aif income far beyond the intention of the law, or the heads of depart- 
ments at Washington. His duties are very plain, and he has an army of auxiliaries, why 
shoi^ld a man at Riehmond, Cincinnati, Buflalo or Rochester get a box (br $1 or Slf, and be 
obliged to payjM here 1 is this uniformity 1 Are not the boxes a great convenience to the 
post-office 1 Why tax the small traders here four dollars, or deprive them oi a right in 'order 
to pat an enormous jperquiaite, perhaps $10,000, into an officer's well-filled wallet 1 McDuffie 
is about 56 years ohf-debilitatM--much broken down— small— homely, with strongly-marked 
chaiacteristks of his Celtic origin. He declares that slavery is the chief comes-stone of re- 
rabUean inntitntlapn hnn a clear and logical mind — is not eloquent in the popular sense. 
His langiiiage is neither ornate nor imaginative ; but, i n^jrg ument, he is clear, logical, and 
u i tM lp mi i is . Morris's income must exceed $14,000 ary^^ 

Silas Wright is erroneously termed an anti-sUveiy nl^P That is a mistake. When in- 
▼Hed in the summer of 1837 to a puUic dinner at Burlineon, Vermont, he wrote in his an. 
fvwer, that Vemont wm the home of hU fhmily, and that he left it, at the age of twen^, iat 
New York state, in 1015 (when he came to study law at Sandy Hi]l>-that Van Buren was 
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the rigot-ann of Tompkins, last war^ vhen he stulained the Union; that "those fanatic* (the 
abolitionists) are already attempting to agitate the pnbUc mind as to the evil of slavery in the 
abstract," although " they knew weU that any attempt to abolish slavery in the district of Co- 
lombia, while it exists in the surrounding states of Maryland and Virginia, cannot have the 
effect to give flreedom to a single slave, but woold compel their transfer to new masters in the 
slave states." Wright is opposed to the one term principle for the presidency. He wrote to 
Ohio, Dec. 1843, that '* the political fate of her TN. Y.] vice-presidents has been satisfactoiT 
to her republicans, because they were permittea to serve out the time anticipated bj^ their 
friends. . . Not so with the Presidents, they have been pennitted to present He[y.BJj|erved 
but one term," &c. Wright voted for the Ashburton treaty ; and at HcrkimOT in 1S)6, pre- 
pared the resolve for Throop*s nomination. He went Jackson as a sad necessity. The harsh 
correspondence in 1819 between Scott and Jackson is not forgotten. On the 4th of July anni- 
venary dinner in 1830, at Albany, Van Buren presided, and one of the regular toasts i 



** Major-Generals Peter B. Porter and Winfield Scott— they were among the first, and the last, 
and tne best in the field." Jackson's service s were not even nocked, nor his name mentioned, 
not even as a volunteer. Just eight years later, Van Buren was intriguing far Jackson all 
over the Union. Here is a specimen : 

Mr. Van Buren to C. A. Wickliffe. •* New York, July 8, 1898. 

" My Dear Sir, — I have received yours at this place, and thank you for it. You may as- 
sure your friends in Kentucky, that the vote of this state will be stronger for General Jackson 
than his most sanguine friends anticipated. Of three-fourths Uere isnoithe sUgkUst domU, I 
care not who you show this letter to, out keep me otU of the nemapapers. In haste, your IHaiid, 

M. Van Buren." 

The same to T. P. Moore. Same date.—'' Our friends abroad may calculate wUk ahoimte 
oertaMM on at least three-fourths of the votes of this state. There is no dauUcfU, Nothing 
short of the death of our candidate can, I thiok, prevent it If Barry [W. T.I succeeds in 
your state, the administration will find it extremely difficult to keep their troops m the field in 
this. ... M. Van Buren." 

I find Thomas P. Moore amongst the Polk appoiatmenis of last monthr--as Indian Agenf 
on the Upper Missouri. The above letters to him and Wickliffe, were intended lo operate qb 
the election of the Governor of Kentucky. When Preudent, Van Buren, after making a 
show of unwillinsness, ratified the Seneca Indian Treaty, illegally, for he knew that two4birds 
of the Senate haa not voted for it The way in which the Indians are treated renders it any- 
thing but surprising that they should thirst ftn* vengeance. Van Buren visited Tammany 
Half in March last M. V. B. at Tammany Hall ! Mike Walsh in pison ! ! and Bntkr, 
Price, Swaitwout, Hoyt. Dabney, Greene, Levis, Boyd and Hawkins, not in prisoii ! ! ! Is 
this arrangement Wngoil 
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It was with reason that Ix>rd Coke exclaimed. ** Miserable, miserable, is the slavery of that 
people among whom the law is either unsettleu or unknown t" And that it is unsettled ia 
America, any one who has looked at the conflicting decisions ofoor conitiwill readily 
acknowledge. We cling to the feudal jurisprudence of England, and refuse to reduce the 
rules by which men are to be guided in society to scientific arrangements, with good lows, and 
the examples beside Uie precept. We speak of giving thirty millions for a steam navy-Hooich 
better would it be for us to call together from all parts of the Union, aye. of the earth, men 
famed for their learning of law, and ask them to solve the questions, Whether it is poanbtefcr 
youths to become acquainted with law enough to entitle them to plead for their neighbon, 
without requiring a library of thousands of volumes, filled with the conflicting decisiooa of 
jurists, the statutes, ordinances, and real or supposed usages of the cdd worki and the newt 
Whether it is impossible to obtain for the magistracy of this republic, a clear, concise, popular, 
yet upright code, which its 3500 judges and justices might comprehend and apply in lieu of the 
COMMON law of Enrfand, much of which, according to a learned reeorder or New York (who 
has since exchangea the duty of charging juries Ibr that of discharging mail-bags), is unknown, 
never having been either written or printed 1 

A mysterious prescription by the faculty of medicine, said to be indaily nae, is: "R.— Puhr. 
Pip. Rub. : Hyd. Chlor. Sod. : Acid. Acet ; Mel. Desn. ; Aau. Fluv., M. Pt Garg. aig. ; Sum. 
p. r. n." Even this " pip. rub. ^." is not so metapnysieal as our an^o4emocratic law, for 
Ura. MottorR. Nelson could tell that it is an advice to '*take red pepper, salt, vinegar, honey, 
and water, mix and make into Murgle," often useful enough in fevers and sore throat; bat 
in common law, even the leam^Bt>fessors cannot agree either as to te modes or remediM 
of procedure to get the good of oHd. Clinton vai.ily recommended a legal code in 18S5, to a 
bucktail legislature; Brougham, Romilly, Bentham and Mackintosh are among the advocataa 
of a system or code of rules founded on a natural arrangement of thoae aetiooB whieh are the 
subjects of legislation. Major Green, of the Boston Post, truly remarka, that 
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** A citiaeD may study the Revj«ed Statutes and all the state laws till he can refieat every 
section, and yet he knows nothing of the offences for which he may be tried and punished, un- 
til he nndd out what the laws of £ngland are, and what the judges may think proper to apply 
to any case, when they can find no ready made law at home. Even the progress of civilisa- 
tion and common sense in England is not allowed to be applicable to our concution here. An 
absurd, barbarous, tyrannical law, which may have been repealed and driven from the com- 
munity in Great Britain, as unjust even in a monarchy, is nevertheless good enough law for 
the free citizens of the United States l" 

The wretched condition of the common law, in force here, was cleariy shown not many 
months since in the case of O'Connell and others. They were tried in the principal common 
law court of Ireland for a penal offence, kept three months in the penitentiary, pronounced to 
be criminals by the learned judges and crown lawyers : and then their prison uoors were apeor 
ed ; they were entreated to accept of freedom ; the twelve judges of England, with one aooocd, 
and on oath, had declared that that part of O'Connell's indictment which the whc^ of the Irish 
judges had pronounced to be good, at common law, was bad, and no law at all ; and that 
O'Connell and his companions were held in unlawful durance. So also said the House of 
Lords ; Lord Chief J\\pitiee Denman declaring that the trial was a ** mockery, a delusion, and 
a snare." I felt the force of his reasoning, for I was twelve months confinea as nnlawfrilly at 
Rochester as O'Connell was at Kilmainham— but for the jpoor there is but little justice any- 
where. So expensive is an appeal to the Supreme Court oi the United States, that my friends 
found it irdpossihle to raise the money. 

When a railroad is laid out ^gre try to make it as straight and level as possible. Should not 
our law-road be straight also t Lawyers are men of as waixn, generous, and kindly feelings 
as others— thev are equally honorable— but if society shall continue to honor legal talent 
where it snatcnes a villain of the deepest dye frt>m merited punishment— if Governors and 
Judges shall continue to act under an imperifeet system— if the art of the Attorney must be 
learnt, with all its technicalities and barbarous " pip. rub. sod. " pedantry, by the American 
scientific pleader— if the student must set up shop, buy an expensive library, and if he then, 
in nine cases out of ten, finds it impossiUe to exist as an ktmat expounder of royal law, is it 
wonderful that, Butler like, he joins some stock-jobber to jockey the people through a sham 
bank ; or Hoyt like, cringes to power till he can perch himself in a collector's office, there to 
embezzle wholesale, and fee a legal regiment for defence, o&t of the plunder 1 Governor 
Wright in his message last January, tdd the Legislature that " the fewest and simplest laws 
conment with the security of the great objects to be attained, and the li^test burthens which 
their enforcement will permit, must be the best and wisest execution of the trust " the^ had 
accepted. Look at their debates and proceedings for the result, and say if a remedy u not 
required 1 The merchant, farmer, landlord, tenant, tradesman, mechanic— all suffer in turn, 
and often very severely, by our defective law system. Governor Wright* s indicator, the At- 
las, mocks us with its substitutes for an effisctuai cure. It is men learned in the law, studious, 
experienced, and practical, that New York must look to ibr a code — and if we were to pay 
millions for it. never did any neople make a wiser purchase. 

As to the Coancerv Court, i never had anything to do with it until the publication of my 
Ukst book. I opposed its introduction into Upper Canada, as a member of the legislature, not 
because I thougnt the system complete without it, but because I did not believe its substitution 
of secret examinations in lawyers^ offices, for open ones before the world— its practice, exceed* 
ingly arbitrary and artificisi, depending on rules made by its administrators, and upon no 
oenehil principle of law— its questionable barriers as to what cases are doubtful, obscure, and 
therefore fit for equiQr courts — ^its control over money, property, everything, with ehancery 
jud^ exported fr«n London, not ior their fitness, but in payment of debts political, would be 
an improvement. Here, Veiplanck, and other enouiring minds, have sought to give an ade- 
quate remedy for constituted abuses, but have foilea— and the danger is. that some quack will, 
Van Buren like, nrescribe a nostrum even worse than the charlatanrie that now obtains. 

What is wantea is a code of law, a sjrstem wheareby one judge, presiding in one court, can 
do all— with rules of practice, not of his dictation, but firamca and adapted lor his guidance by 
the community. Common Law is built on old prec^nts— equity also professes to be guided 
by what has been done. If the one can be codified, why may it not include the other ^ If our 
laws are scientifically arranged and equitable, why have o&er conflicting jurisdictions with 
unconfined powers 1 If they are loose and confam, are nu life and property thereby endan- 
gered! 

" Equity, as a separate system," says Verplanck, " can hardly be said to have worked well 
anywhiere. Its uncertainty, its immense powers, and ^B more, its delays and expenses, have 
always been a subject of public complaint. Its mode of takin|^estimony has been pronounoed 
by high professional anthority to be the very worst ever flHsed; dilatory, ezpenaive, and 
openmg a door to the mssest pf ijury, and the vilest frauds. Its advantages are, that ita 
powers are great and nnaefined— ita process strict and searching - So, too, are those of an a^ 
ntiary judge in a half-civilized country, a Mandarin or a Cadi/' 
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Hoyt has aalQOjMMd this comnranity by swearing that the lellen pvhtiahed In ay fonner 
iphlet are genuine, and aakinir the profils of paUicadoD. With piofits I had nothing to do. 

ire have been appeals, bills, demurreis, injunctions, hearings, and dedsionB. I cared for 

one thing only ; ana that was to get the facts before the people. Were their attention well di- 
rected 10 the Cout of Chancery, a change for the better ttiignt take place speedily. Walworth, 
the Ohancdlor, I had seen be^re, when he called at my office, inqairinff K>r his IHend Speaker 
Papinean— MdOoon I had not seen, and only heard of him in tne old duel case of Eckiind, 
Decatur, &c, and when he took the circuit judge's place in 1831, on the equity side. I think 
the interference of McCoon, as far as copyright was concerned, was a violation of several im- 
portant provisions in the U. 8. Constitution, and that his decision in the Mitchell case (Wet- 
more vs. Seovell] forms a ctfrious contrast with the course he took in mine. Being very poor, 
I keep on the deftnsive— but had I been involved in such a case twenty years ago, the fblks in 
Canada are my wimesaes, that I would have done battle for the right most cheerfully. The 
pennanenoe of this governmen t depends on its justice, and if the manlv electors of New York 
will but wake up to the importance of the crisis, the world may yet bless the hour in which 
the greatest Stale in the Union called together the Convention of 1846. 

In 17G9 to 1773, private and secret letters were written by great men in Boston to official 
charaoters in London^ against the people. Lieut Gov. Oliver wrote " that some method should 
be devised to take oftbt original incendiaries, whose writings supplied the fuel of seditioit 
tknmgk tke Bctttm ChuwUe,** Secret assassination was tried aoecHlUngly ; Mr. Otis, King's 
Advcxate, a bold liberal, was attacked in his own house with bludgeons, and left for dead. 
Governor Hutchinson said, " The union of the Colonies is pretty well broke : I hope I shall 
never see it renewed. Tiiere must be an abridgment of Ei^lish liberties in the Colonies." 
Judge Oliver wrote how to harass the Americans, adding. '* By such a step the game will be 
up with my countiTmen." Such letters as these induced tne king to refype wise counsel ; Dr. 
Williamson, an eminent American, then in London, got hold of the letters ; he gave them to 
Franklin, wno enclosed them to Speaker Cushing, in Boston ; Samuel Adams and John Han- 
cock read them to the Leffialatnre of Mass. ; they were published ; the Assembly petitioned their 
King Id remove the slanderers; the privy council met, and Wedderbum insulted FrankUn : 
hisqwech was imbUahed in the London papers, and says Franldin, '* It was the ton with all 
the ministerial iblkn to abuse them [the Yankees] and me. in eveiy company and in everr 
newspaper." The King, Feb. 7, 1T74. ordered the Boston petition to b^ dismissed ** as ground- 
less, frivolous, vexatious, and scandalous:" stopt Franklin's salary as Colonial Agent; took 
from him his office of Postmaster General ; and the government backed Whately in oppress- 
hkg this num, whose memory the proudest monarch mfsht envy, with a suit in Chancery before 
tfaa McCouA of that day, to get back the letters and the profits [ f ? 1 he had made by publiah- 
ing them. Fmnklin could not aland this accumulation of persecution. ** Mv finances (says 
hs) are not sufficient to cope at law with the treasury here." He returned to America. 

In his speech before the Lords of the Privy Council, Wedderbum [Lord Loughborouefa] 
said ; *' Nothing then will acquit Or. Franklin of the charge of obtaining them [the secret teu 
ters] by fraudulent or corrupt means, for the most malignant of purposes ; unless he $iole them 
from the person who stoU diem. I hope, my lords, yon will mark and brand die man, for the 
iKmor of nis country, of Europe, and of mankind. Private oorrespondenoe has hitheito been 
hehl aacred in the tunes of the greatest party rage, not only in politics, but religion. He has 
forieited all respect of societies and of men. Into what companies will he hereafter go with 
an unembarrassed face, or the honest intrepidity of virtue 1 Men will wateh him with a jeal- 
OB eye ; they will hide their papers from nim, and lock up their escrutoires. He will hnice- 
forth esteent it a libel to be caUed a man of letters, Mams Mum lUeramm I "— MtmAJm's ilfe> 
«9trs, Ml. t, •. Sl9. He concluded by comparing the great phitosopher and patriot of the 
Western world to Zanga, in Youne's Bevmf^, ** I ask, my lords, Aether the revengeful 
temper, attributed by poetie fiction only to the uoody African, is not surpassed by the coomesa 
and apathy of the wily American." 

A btll vom the Assembly of this state was sent, in 1818, to die Senate, for concurrence, 
which proposed to free those who had dealings in small sums, from the ehionery, delays, and 
enormoua costs imposed by trading attorneys, by allowing a single justiee to try casea or 9&0 
and under, whether the action was against an individual, a privileged lawyer, a company, or 
the officer of a oaun--«udioriang any citizen to explain me nature of the claim or plea of any 
ether dtizen^-and annnlHuy and potung an end to that odious monopoly of pleading and de- 
fence by which privileged attorneys had reaped enormous gains from a pillaged peopto— so far 



•a d^ under ^lO were eonoemed. ^This attempt io introduce pnctical chemocracy was re- 
** .-» . •• > ' ' e oill— oondems 

cases of debt- 
1 pass, movdf [see senate journal, page 187] to add to the bill die foOowing 



glided by Van Buren widi horror. He was 
{la— wondered how justieea, innnm of the 
imnd the Ull would pass, mQVOT[see senate j 



eloquent aninst the bUl**oondemiied its nrind- 
law, could decide cases of debt--and when he 
DOinal, page 187] to add to the bill die foOowing 

«* And ^ it fiutiier enacted, Aat it shall not be lawfol for any person, NOT A UCEN8ED 
ATTORNEY OR COUNSELLOR OF THE SUPREME COURT OR COURT OF 
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COMMON PLEAS OF THIS STATE, or who shall not be actually engaged in the regular 
htudy of the Law, TO APPEAR AND ADVOCATE ANY CAU«E r^FOR AN- 
OTHER BEFORE A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE." 

Here Van Barents party deserted him — the bill allowed those who wanted attorneys to hire 
them, and it did not force the pbar man, who felt he had been wrongfully prosecuted for $& he 
did not owe, to hire an attorney's apprentice to state his case for a fee ot other $3^ when his 
neighbor the machinist, carpenter, or printer, was ready to do it truly and correctly for nothing. 
Van Buren's monopoly clause was voted down. Yeas, Van Buren, &c., 6. Nays, Sam. 
Yeung, Ac., 18. 

The bill also provided that cognovits or confessions of judgment, for $100 and imder, might be 
taken before a single justice of me peace, whose fee should be 25 cents. (It was $12 in U. Cana- 
da when I first settled therel) Judgments were to be a shilling, and so on. Van Buren, Van 
Vechten, and Young addressed the Senate against the bill; it would injure the profession, ren- 
der law too cheap, and encourage litigation. The bill passed, 18 to 11. See pages 195-^ of 
senate journal. Among the f;;^ Nays on the final vote were Van Buren, Hammond, and 
Samuel Young. 

On June 12, 1819, it was proposed in Senate to allow coun^ courts to try all eases which do 
not afiect life ; but if it was a case involving the state prison ior life, one ot the judges must be 
a councillor of three year^ standing, Ross said if the law}'er held the rank of councillor it 
was surely enough ; he would move to strike out the words " three years' standing." Young and 
' other 9 ^ent for that, but Van Buren defeated them. 

On 6th of April, 1819, in Senate, Hammond reported a MU to perent lawyers from taking 
too much for roreclosing a mortgage, over and above printer's bill, affidavit, and convcnrance 
recording, dbc. Van Buren moved to give the attorney $25. Lost. Young proposed. $20. 
Carried. But the bill was got rid of. In 1821, the convention made some improvements. 

Now, 1846, we are on tike eve of another convention. To it Croswell was not verv friendly, 
and Van Buren and Wright could scarce conceal their vexation when the honest Democrats 
and Whigs coalesced in its favor. Here is Van Buren's leUer, addressed to Peter Cagger, Al- 
bany: 

•*UiideiiwmId,MftrlO,1MS. Dear Si: • * * « * I luul,howeT«r,al1oiv«d myself to hoiM that theie 
ansmMliiieoti, ud MpedalW that which would maka the State leetire agaiDtt the abmea of the power to bor- 
roir mnney, ftom which It nas Itaelf m Mveiely sa1%red, and by which so many of lis alafier States have beea 



<«irerwhelined, mlfht, by peneverance, be obtained In the mode provided by the ooastltntloii, befoie any mai 
rial Inroad was made upon the cherished, and as It was supposed, well established poUcy of the State m 
fSfud to Its finances and pablle works. For that leason, and on aoeotint of what I believed to be a well- 
graonded apprehension of the bad eflbcts that might lesnlt from the distiubed condition of portions of the public 
mind, upon points not heretofofp Involved In the political Issues upon which parties have divided, I have been 
Very decidedly in fkvor ct a postponement of the Convention movement, and that preAieaee has been tmr*- 



servcdly eipNssed to the ibw who did me the honor to ask my opinion upon the i . 

"* Whether I would have rstataicd and acted upon that prefereooe if 1 had been a member of the I^slataw* 
iwd witnessed tiie pamage thmogh both Its branches of a bfU, which wonld, if It had become a law, have 
cansed so sodden and so Iqjnrlans a ravohitlon in what was hoped to be the established policy of the State, 
Qpom a point of promlaent imponanee, is very donbtfhl. As matten stand, my advice to the meeting and to the 
Desnoetaey of the Stale, Is to bury their past divisions, and lo do all in their power to eairy the gmat measwe 
nf aOMventioB to a saccessAil and safe resalt, by mUed eoiuseb, and vigorous, but temperate and discreet 
eflbrts. I am, dear sir, very respectfnlly and truly yoois. M. VAN BUKEN.** 

Look at the conduct of the legislature, at its language, at the opinions of members touching 
the puUic press and each other— and say. Is it a supervising eye dacec^ on an eminence, and 
fleeing all around t Is it a mill for grinding gooa laws, 11 sparely fed with complaints and 
memorials 1 Or is it the tumult of contending factions, silencing the more patriotic 1 Say 
which ; and then ask yourselves, whether, if laws devised, examined and improved by the best 
legal talent in N. Y. state, need revision, how much more those laws whic^ were never laid 
before toy legislature, and which are only the opinions of judges dependent on arbitrar}' king» 
during the dark ag^ of ^iglish history 1 " Our laws and decisions Tsaid John C. Spencer, in 
the Assembly of N. Y., Jan. 6, 1890^ are numerous and complicated, and it necessarily de- 
volves upon the judges to expotmd mem ; and if the gentleman dislikes the laws, and the mode 
of expounding them, he might adopt the reconmiendation of the late Governor Plumcr, of 
New Hampshire, and propose to have the whole British conmion law reduced to a code. Let 
the eentleman from Delaware [General Root] devote himself to tiie subject, and reduce the 
wf)<3e of our multifarious laws and numerous decisions into a code at once, and render them 
clear and consistent.'* In his notes on De Tocqueville Mr. S. takes another view. 

MOSES Y. BEACH ON TEXAS. XNTLUENCE OP THE SUN. 
The Sun, a penny paper of considerable influence and lar^ cireulalion in New York, was 
commenoed, as Mr. Beach states, '' on the 3d of Sept. 1633, in a aouiU back room in an ob- 
scure part of William street," with an edition of 5(N), and of the size of a dieet of letter pa- 
per ;*' the entire strength of the establishment, intellectual, physical, and mechankxd, oontiMed 
of one aaa and- one boy." The sale paid expenses, and lei^ profit enough to buy thiem a aup- 
B 
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per. The present owner, M. Y. Beach, states, that he senred Ws apprentSce«hip to a cabinet- 
maker in Hartfoixl; worked long and hard, late and early; and now owns three banks and 
his newspaper. 1 was his neighbor in 1838, and noted that he looked carefhlly after his busi- 
ness. At that time, as now, the paper professed deoomm of langnag* and independence of 
party. Mr, Beach is not much ofa writer himself, Hr but h^empioys those editors, and those 
only, who will taithfully express sentiments in unison with his own. 43 In 1836 he had the 
genuine American feelings of the honest and faithful class whose patrcmage has raised him to 
wealth, and who were delighted, no doubt, at the indemndent, republican tone of hia cheap 
and useful sheet He took a bold stand then against Texas with alaver^ aud censured with 
great severity the al — - , . »* — 

dom in the north, 1 

mad6 with a powerful i ^ , , 

honor be it said) his commentary on Samuel Houston's letter to Dunlap at Nashrille, asking 
akl to dismember Mexico. 

[Ftom Om New York Baa, by Moms Y. Baech, 1836.] 
•'In thsssiUsr dfeysoT our ninblle, wImq a Usb-mlndsd ud hoMntUe fldeHty to iti eoMtitntioB wm sa 
ol^t puamoiiiit to oTorT OMraeBsry contklemtioa thai mlfht ooottavono It, an aTowod dmiga of tUs kind 
agaiaat the poueBsions of a aation with whom the United States vera at peeoe, would have itt^iected Its an- 
thor, if a eitizeo, to the chane of high traaaon, and to Its eonseqoeooes. When Aaion Borr and his assodateo 
wera SQppCMd to meditate the conqnest of Hexleo, and attemiUBd to false troops In the sonthem sisiM to 
aehtoTO It, they were arrested for treason, and Bnnr, their chief, was Med for his lift. Bat now, beheld ! ibm 
eonqoest of a part of the same ooantry Is en ol^ect openly proclaimed, aoC la the lettovs of Oeneial Boobiom 
alone, bat by many of oor wealthlesi dUiens at pabllc banquets, and by the hlnllnf presses In the chief dtlee 
of oar Union. The annexation of a fiwelca territory to our own by (bielcn eooqaest, being thus nnbloshln|ly 
avowed, and oor cittaens who ara Intopml portions of onr national sovereignty being openly Invited and tectied 
to Join the eroaade with weapons of war. It becomes an Interesting moral Inquiry— what to there In the yaUic 
mind to excose or even to palliate so flagrant a prostitution of national Ihlth and honor In these days, any more 
than in the days that ara past 1 The i ... - ... 

organlaed gang of swindlers In Texas 1 
-^ .. .. -....__.._.. ^^^^^^ ^ 

, have the generoas feelings of our cltlaens rosponded In ardent delusion. 



than in the days that ara past 1 The answer to raady at hand, and to Irrafhtable. An extensive and well 
organlaed gang of swindlers In Texas lands, have raised the cry and the standard of * Liberty !' and to t" 
thrilling charm of thto gloiioQs word, which stirs the blood of a nee people as the blast of a bngle i 
every nerve of the war-norM, have the generoas feelings of our cltlaens responded In ardent delusloa 
as the Commercial Advertiser truly declares, * Never was the Goddees of American Liberty Invoked mote ub- 



righteoasly ;* and we eanaoc bat believe that the aataral sagacity, good aense, and prood ngard for their aa- 
ttaaal hOBor, for which oar cltlsens ara dtotlagutohed la the eyes of all aatioas, wlU speedily rsscue tham fkom 
the otherwise degradlag error la which that vile craw of awKeoary, hypnerltical swindlers would lovolve 
tibsai. The artful decblvers, however, Ikave not railed upon the generosity and noUe sympathy of onr foUow- 
cltlaeas, for they Insldloasly presented a bribe to excite their cupidity also. They have not only fotoeiy reiae- 
seoted the Texlaa cause as one of pare, dtolnlerested Uberty and Justice, as oppose d to peifldloufl tyraaay aad 
cruel oppression, but they have themselves assumed something mora than the Uberty which they basely and 
hypocritically advocate, by impudently pmmtolag a fertile paradisaical pleco of 'l^xlaa land, a mUt »fumn,to 
every American dtiaen and fonlgn emigrant who will sally forth to capture It ftom tlie Mexican repoMIe ! In- 
duced by one or both of theee oldects, maay hundreds or oar enterprising atlaeas left their own ample and 
oaoldectioaable country to oalte with Ittoh, Baalish, aad other foralgn adveaturen in a war, flom the fnllest 
aaccsss of which only some six or eight Lead Compaaies, who have ftaadulently and aadaelously i 
llttd the Texian territory, would gain an Important benefit. Aad te this shriae of osteaslble lit 
naay hundreds of our gallant youth lieen trMcheroosly sacrtficed— sacrificed by a mereenary tieaciheiy, 
to which that exercised by flanta Anna, In dafonee of the Republic of which he was Preeldeat, was laBOeoace 
aad patriotism. The otdeet of the eolonlshig lead agpnts of the 6onth vras tdmake thto prollAc provhiee thetr 
own. aad the fleld of a new and lucraUve negro slavery. To thto they still tonacionsly ndliera ; and If they 
can induce a strong force of oor American youth to shed their blood for the no^ust and avaricious cause of 
slavery, under the aanm of Texiaa liberty aad Independence, they will oadoubtedly secure their oldect. We doubt 
not the ability of our gallant countrymen to exterminate any number of Moxlcaae that eon be brought aaaiast 
them ; but In lighting for the union of Texas with the United States, which to the avowed meaning of *4Vniaa 
Independence,* tkif wiU UJLghUngfvr that wkiek at no distant ftrioi will taeoitsMy du#«(e« the Union. ThS 
slave states, having this eligible addltioii to their land of bondage, with its harbors, bays, and well hoaaded 



geographical posltloD, will era long cat asunder the federal tto which they have kmg held with ongraeloas aad 
uat^tornal ftngers, aadconfederam a new and distinct slaveholding rapabllc, In opposition to the whole 6«e 
republic of the North. Thus earty will be fhlfiUcd the prtnllctioos of the old pollttotons of Europe, that oor 
Union would not remain a centary--«nd then alvo will the maxim be exemplltled In our history, as itte in th» 
history of tiie slavebOldIng republics of old, that liberty and slavery cannot long Inhabit the same soil.'* 

It is creditable to Beach that he is wealthy, the owner of three banks and a powerful jonr- 
naL Bat, I ask him to explain, why The Sun of 1846 claims to be the originator of that dis- 
graceful act which it denounced in 1836, as the object of that vile crew of " mercenary, hypo* 
critical swindlers," traitors to their coimtry, bent upon dismembering the republic 1 Mordecai 
M. Noah, who is hired as principal editor of the Sun, by Beach, now, was in 1836, (as e^tor 
of the Star,^ for Texas ana slavery : he has not changed, but why is Beach, the inocpendent 
mechanic, oecome the confederate of those who drive a detestable traffic in the .south, and aeek 
to add us northerns to their plantations of bondsmen ? Why is the Beach who once aaw a 
dissolution of the Union in Texan annexation, now readv to grasp at all Mexico 1 Why i» 
it thought essential now (Jim*e 11th) to say, " We are and always have been in favor of the 
Annexation of Texas, and never at any time entertained the impreaaion that Mexico had any 
rights in Texas, or could recofer that country bv the force of arms. We never believed that 
we were doing injustice to Mexico,*' &;c.dMr., when old subscribers, myself among the number, 
imow that tbe Sun thought that those who took Houston's course deserved the traitor's fttc ? 
The question has not changed— slavery and robbeiy are what they were when Houston's 
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''meroeaary treachery*' was odious In Beaches sight It is asserted, and I believe it, that 
Beach, had he not been first silenced^ and then brooght quite round, could, through The Sun, 
have prevented annexation. I do not overrate the power of his press when I say this ; and as 
it is hmted, both privately and publicly, that those mercenary motives, that desire for Texas 
land, and still more, to give »ew value to Texas scrip, which Beach ascribed to others, finally 
seduced himself^ and caused him to turn and follow Marcy, Houston, and the slave traders, 
heedless of the injury he did to his own class, and the eood cause of freedom^ which he once 
nifihly valued, 1 ask him to explain the above paragra^, as compared with his present course. 

It is right that I should here state, that 1 do not know that Mr. Beach has, or ever had, any 
pecuniary inducement to change his course— but as his editors are merely the tools or instru* 
meats he works with, and thrown by when they do not suit him, I am warranted in asking 
why he has thus used the vast power placed in his hands, for temperate and patriotic purposes, 
by a confiding public 

An account of the Lehigh Bank was written for this work, in connexion with the case of 
Van Buren's friend, Daniel M'Cook, a delegate to the Baltimore Convention of 1840, and 
now in trouble at Harrisbuigh. It seemed to be the better course, however, to await the result 
of pending proceedings, and not attempt to nrejudge, through a publication likely to be exten- 
sively circtuated, a case of which « jury wul sooner obtain all the fkctM, 

VAN BDREN AND THE BANK OP HUDSON. 
Report of a Committee of the House of Assembly of New York, on the bankrupt Bank of 
Hudson, Feb. 3, 1833. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the Attorney General, [Talcolt,] with 
accompanying documents, relative to the BauK of Hudson, Rcpobt, That the documents 
accompanying said report^ appear to be an examination at length, by James Powers and 
Robert Dorlon, Esqrs. coomiissioneri appointed to inquire into the afiairs of the Bank of Hud- 
son. The examinsrtion and report oi the commissioners, is, in itself, an elaborate produc- 
tion, embracing many, if not most of the prominent transactions relating to the afairs and num- 
Mgem^eni oftkU instUiulum^for many yean; alio its sHualion at the time of tke faUwre (fvBreof 

That it discloses a scene of wild speculation, ruinous and improvident management, on the 
part of manjr of its officers, regardless of their own characters, and the ordinary or strict rules 
of bankins institutions; a summary view will in part be given. 

Losses have been sustained by large amounts of paper having been placed in the hands of 
agents (who gave no security,) for the purpose of forcing it into circulation, by exchanging it 
for paper of other banks. Discounts apparently have been made for laree amounts, without 
a competent number of the board being present : and as it appears from the minutes, in some 
inrtancew, notes have been entered as discounted or renewed, without the directors being pre- 
sent Notes for laige amounts have been sufifered to lie over, without either payment or pro- 
■^ test, thereby discharging the endorsers from their liabUity. Notes have been discounted fbr 

% large sums, ([in violation of a rule for the government of its officers,) having but one endorser, 

•^ and in one instance a note ibr $10,000, was discounted without anv. One of the cashiers 

^ gave no security for the faithfUl performance of his duty ; and although worth but S5000 in real 

'^JJ estate, agreeably to his own statement, frequently endorsed for the officers of the bank, to a 

^r large a mount , and at one time, we perceive his name upon paper, to the amount of $25,000, 

j^ himself the only endorser. By the report of the commissioners, it appears that there was due 

e^ to the institution, at the time of its failure, from certain of its officers, the sum of $143,'i94, and 

\ Uie probable loss^ upon loans to said officers, will be $100,000. And from extracts from the 

^ statement showing the present and probable state of said institution, it appears that stock paid 

t* in and entered to account, is $110,000 : and that the notes of the institution, unredeemed or 

»*; unpaid, are $68,^64: And that the total loss, as estimated upon closing this concern, will 

\% amount to $176,850, ^^ 

By the accompanying report of the Attoniey General, it wiU be observed that he is of the 
^ opimon that the charter of the bank has been forfeited; and that sufficient proof may be 

^' oMained, to make some of its officers liable to account, in their individual capacity, for a con- 

^ nderable amount of debts due the institution; believing that the public good and justice 

r require, for the purpose of nreventing similar practices, and for guarding the rights of the 

2 irammuni^, the adoption or vigorous and efficient measures, against those who have wantonly 

^ trifled with the trust committed to their charge ; but as some doubts exist in the minds of your 

2 committee, whether individuals who have made themselves liable, have the abilit}' to par, 

^ they have therefbre thought it advisable to give the Attoniey General discretionary powers m 

* oonunencing suits in behalfof the state. The committee would therefore ask leave to intro- 
l dnoe a biU. T. S. MORGAN, Chairman. 

^ Bank EuBcnoir. {From the N. Y. Evening FobL}— Huneoif, January 18, 1814. At a meee- 

V ingof the SCockholdersof the Bank of Hudson, on the 10th inst.,the fouowing gentlemen were 

* chosen directors for the ensuing year : John C. Hogeboom, Alexander Coffin, Gayer Gardner, 
\ ^)bcrt Jenkins, Joseph D.MoneU, Richard M*Cvty. Thomas Jenkins, Wm, P. Van Ness, 
^ Geofge Monell, Scth G. Macy, Thomas B. Cook, Ralph Barker, Martin Van Buren. RobeA 
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Taylor and Moees I. Cantine, directors on the part of the State. At a mectini» of the direc 
I0f«, John C. Hogeboom was re-elected president, and Gilbert Jenkinn, cashier. 

THE SURPLUS REVENUE. 
In Throop's rnewage, Jan. 1830, he asserts that there are pnMential reasons for continuins] 
the duties on imports to a greater extent than the wants of goremment rvquire, the surplus tc 
be divided among the states. Jefferson, in Nov. 1808, wished the surplus revenue to be ap 
plied to the purposes of education, and the improvement of roads, rivers, and canals. Jack- 
son, in Dec. 1830, advised that sumus ftmds might be divided among the states for objects oi 
internal improvement ; and, in 1833, seemed anxious to confine the land sales to actual settlei^ 
at about 10 cents an acre. In August, 1836, wheji vast sums had been paid for choice landfi 
by the public, and these lands thrown into market and bought br speculators with the public 
revenue entrusted to the Treasury banks. Van Buren took erouna against distribution : and in 
1841 Walker and Buchanan tried to mortgage the whole of the land rerenne for the iNilance 
of debt Van Buren had created in his efforts to expel the Seminolet from Florida. Calhoun 
and M'Duffie have held opinions on revenue as wide asunder as Ae polls. M^ConneU of 
Tennessee proposes in Congress to give each settler on the puUic lands a fiee grant— the oki 
Canadian system, and better than ours— but the natiomil reform plan is an improTeraent, for 
it secures farms to the industrious for evei^->it is, in the spirit of tne law of nations, which, a& 
Vattel tells us, " will not acknowledge the property and sovereignty of a nation over any unin- 
habited countries, except those of which it has really taken actual pbaaession, in which' it ha» 
fonned settlements, or of which it makes actual use.''' 

In John C. Calhoun's neech, in Senate, Feb, 6, 1810, Globe lepart, he thus described th'^ i 
surplus revenue, and land-buying mania: { 

^ with the incTMnd rbe ot prlcei bMsa the giiuitlc incalation hi the pBhlic dMaain, the price of which. 
.__-_.. .. . jfthefwMwlilie. T^enlMfe the room fort" ■ ^^ - 



belnf timd by law, could not partake of the paaenl iIm. IVpenlaife the roona for thtlr opemtleBt, I know oot how 
jnaa^ ulllioM (HAy, I would MippQae, at least, of the public le venae) waa task In pwchaalDg Indian landa, at their 
fee umpie price nciirty, and reanoviok tribe after tribe to the West, at eaonnovs cost ; thus subjecting milUec' 
on mlltfoos of the choicest public lands to be aeized on by the keen and greedy apeculator. The Ude now 
swelled with iireilstible fwee. From the banks the deposits naseed by diseonnu Into the hands of the land 
apecnlaton ; ftom then Into the hands of the leeelvecs, and tlienee lo the banks ; and again and again repeat- 
ing the same circle, and, at every levolotlon, paraing niUUona of acres of the public domain (Vom the peo|rie Ibio 
the hands of specnlators; for worthless rags. Had this stale of things conUaued much longer, every acre of the 

?ibltc lands, worth possessing, wonM have passed from the Govemment. At this stage the alarm took place 
he leveaue was attempted lo be squandered by the wildest eitravagance ; lesolatlons passed this body, cal^ 
Ing on the Denartmeats to know how rotich they could spend, and much resentment was felt because they 
contd not spena ftst enough. The deposit act was passed, and the Treasury circular Issued ; but, as flu as the 
currency was conoemcd, In Tain. The explosion followed, and the banks ibll into conyulsioos, to be raaasciiit- 
ed for a moment, but to ihll again ftom a moiv deadly stioke, under which they now lie prostrate.** 

Among the various schemes of public plunder, got op by Van Buren and his friends, I mar 
name the Missii^ppi Land Company, got up to buy the Indian Teseprations. Amoe Kea- 
dali's connection with it was very discreditable. The Courier and Entjuircr tmly' remarks cf 
another vast monopoly, just like the Canada Land Companies unckr monarchy, *^ The histoy 
of the American Land Company is yet to be written; it would hare been written long sinoe 
had it not been for the application of the Gag Law by Mr. Polk'* packed Committee of sup* 
pression and concealment, in 1837." 

Of it the Albany Evening Journal says: <* The American Land Company was fonned n 
1B35. It overshaaowed the^pubUc. Such a combination of wealth and power had never 
before existed among us. The highest officers in the General and State Governments were 
.stockholders in this ^gantic Monopoly. The Articles of Association were drawn up by the 
Attorney General ot me United ^tes, who was himself a stockholder^ and whose biother 
was the President. Its agents were sent abroad throueh the new States and Territories to 
monopolise aD the valnaUe public lands. The Land Offices were subsidised. The sniplus 
revenue, then in the pet banks, was at the service of these speculators. Millions of dofl«r!» 
were invested in Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Mississippi, &c« The Stockholders in thi» 
overgrown monopolv were selected nom the men in power. Vast political and pecuniaiT in- 
lluences were combined. Standing at the head of the Albany «tDckholderB,were Messn. Cfnos- 
wcix and Bcnr. editors and proprietors of the State paper. Then came John Van Boien, 
the son of the President of the United States. Siijis Wriqbt, Jr., a Senator in CoDgrea6, 
through whose influence the deposites were placed widiin the reach of 'speculaton,' was a 
stockholder in the monopolizing American Vand Company. And yet these very men filed 
the country with their craakings against ' speculation/ " 

Now is the time for its history. Who will detail it 1 Wri|^t, Butler, and Van Bim had 
their custom house officers, to collect the taiacsat the emtom houses— 4lieir banks in wikieh to 
deposit the cash, charging no interest— they and their friends were the directors, and th^ boi^ 
rowed out the people's millions at New Voik, Philadelphia, and Boston, bought immense tracn of 
the most valuabie of the people's lands with their own money, at the very lowest prioe-Huad sold 
them back to aotual setters at five, ten, iifteen, and even twenty times what they had cobt This 
was Van Bureniam in 1836^ and it is unchanged. 
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